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CHAPTER   I. 


§  1.    DUKKIBK  TO  ST.    KALO. 


A^ 


S  the  coaster  bound 
for  St.  Malo  leaves 
the  old  Flemish  port  of 
Dankirky  now  the  nor*- 
Ofiost  city  of  France  ;  hav- 
ing passed   through  the 
narrow    artificial    sluice- 
way which  stretches  out 
from  the  town  a  mUe  or 
more    across    the    broad 
strand,  to  the  open  wa- 
ters   between   the  inner 
and  outer  line  of  sands 
forming    the    harbor  or 
roads    of    Dunkirk,  and 
cleared  the  ruined  walls  of  castles  Verd  and  Bonne  Esperance^ 
those  trusty  sentinels  once  guarding  on  either  side  its  mouth ; 
he  must  still  feel  his  way  cautiously,  to  shun  the  exterior  shoals, 
the  Braqns  and  Tartre  banks,  which  with  others  serve  as  a 
natural  breakwater  to  shelter  the  roadstead  from  the  wash  of 
the  sea.     Safely  past  these  impediments,  he  spreads  his  broad 
canvas  to  the  breeze,  and  shapes  his  course.      No  trip  more 
hazardous  than  that  to  St.  Malo ;  an  epitome,  as  it  were,  of 
life's  voyage  in  those  old  lands — ever  a  struggle,  but  neither 
aimless  nor  fruitless,  as  shall  appear. 

How  exhilarating  the  scene  now  opened  to  view — this  grand 
sweep  of  unique  landscape  and  wide  waters  !  On  the  left  the 
eye  takes  in  the  coast — a  line  of  low  sand-hills,  but  half  conceal- 
ing picturesque  villages,  with  their  tall  spires  and  busy  wind- 
mills^ and  in  the  distant  offing  snowy  sails  wafted  on  their  iu- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


4  1U8T0RT  OF  HARLEM. 

ward  or  outward  mission ;  while  again,  stemwise,  the  blue 
waters  of  the  German  Ocean  spread  out  expansively  far  north- 
ward between  the  English  and  the  Netherland  shores.  Unlike 
the  zigzag  coast  whither  our  vessel  is  bound,  the  latter  of  these 
shores  stretches  north-easterly  with  a  seeming  even  line ;  but 
beyond  the  vision  curves  gently  to  the  north,  skirting  the  exte- 
rior sides  of  the  islands  of  Zeeland  and  the  low  dykes  of  Hol- 
land, till,  at  full  eighty  leagues  or  more,  it  reaches  that  insular 
pilot  station,  the  Texel,  behind  whose  sheltering  heights  and 
hamlets  the  ships  of  Amsterdam,  Hoom,  and  other  cities  on  the 
Zuyder  Zee  usually  anchor  to  await  a  clearance  for  their  des- 
tined port. 

The  land  ahead  of  us  trending  nearly  south-west,  our  well- 
laden,  clumsy  galiot  skirts  for  about  twelve  leagues  the  borders 
of  Flanders  and  Picardy,  passing  the  old  Anglo-French  town 
Calais,  and  the  Straits  of  Dover ;  while  the  white  chalk  cliffs 
which  here  line  the  coast  now  project  to  form  the  capes  Blanc 
and  Oris-Nez,  the  abrupt  termini  also  of  a  highland  range  which, 
penetrating  the  interior,  parts  the  basins  or  sections  of  country 
drained  by  the  rivers  TEscaut  or  Scheldt  and  Somme.  Beyond 
the  last-named  and  bolder  of  these  two  headlands,  our  experi- 
enced skipper  alters  his  course  to  due  south,  as  the  coasl  bends  ; 
old  Neptune  kindly  granting  a  fair  breeze  down  the  Channel, 
for  better  to  scud  under  bare  poles  before  the  brawling  tempest, 
than  to  encounter  fierce  head-winds,  or  the  bewildering  fog 
common  on  this  coast,  either  of  which  might  spoil  his  adven- 
ture. 

A  few  miles  bring  us  off  the  harbor  of  Boulogne — to  its  name 
often  added,  for  distinction,  sur  mer,  or  *'  on  the  sea."  Claim- 
ing— though  in  rivalry  to  Wissen,  an  ancient  port  between  the 
capes  just  mentioned — to  be  the  Portns  Iccins  whence  Julius 
Csesar  embarked  his  legions  for  the  conquest  of  Britain,  Bou- 
logne has  been  the  favorite  thoroughfare  for  travel  between  Eng- 
land and  France  from  remote  times.  Tlie  old  walled  town  is 
seen  back  upon  the  heights,  looking  from  seaward  quite  as  in 
centuries  past ;  while  on  the  flat  nearer  the  sea  has  grown  up 
the  lower  town,  a  populous  suburb,  where  then  were  but  two  or 
three  old  monasteries  and  a  few  cottages,  nestled  around  tbe 
church  St.  Nicholas.    Its  once  famous  light-house,  known  as 
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the  Tour  cCOrdrey  but  to  seamen  as  the  Old  Min  of  Boulogne, 
lives  only  in  tradition  and  the  ruins  which  yet  mark  its  site  on 
the  rocks  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbor, — an  old  graystone  octa- 
gon tower  of  Boman  origin,  which  after  battling  the  storms  of 
OTer  a  thousand  years,  was  finally  undermined  and  destroyed  by 
the  sea  in  1644. 

The  white  cliffs,  here  so  noticeable  a  feature  of  the  French 
coast,  presently  give  place  again  to  sand  downs  ;  while  our 
progress  along  the  tedious  stretch  of  low-lying  country  which 
borders  Ponthieu  is  marked  successively  by  the  mouths  of  the 
rivers  Canche  and  Authie,  and  the  broad  estuaries  of  the 
Somme.  Scarce  an  object  is  presented  to  fix  the  attention  or 
beguile  the  weary  hours,  save  now  and  then  a  picturesque  group 
of  huts,  tenanted  by  hardy  Picard  fishermen,  or  distant  glimpse 
of  town  or  spire — perhaps  a  craft  or  two  leaving  the  mouth  of 
the  Somme,  with  freights  from  its  little  port  of  St.  Valery,  or 
the  quaint  old  town  of  Abbeville,  or  from  Amiens,  the  populous 
capital  of  Picardy ;  these  two,  with  their  important  manufac- 
tures, seated  far  up  the  valley  of  the  Somme.  Imperceptibly 
steals  over  one  a  sense  of  dreariness,  which  is  only  deepened  by 
the  splash .  of  waters  and  creak  of  cordage,  or  even  the  hoarse 
wild  ecream  of  the  sea-birds  that  sail  across  the  vessel's  track, 
bound  to  either  shore. 

But  hoary  History,  here  dealing  with  marvellous  prodigality, 
has  strewn  these  shores  with  memories  of  past  centuries  far 
more  enduring  than  their  old  cities  or  crumbling  cliffs.  Under 
his  inspiration  the  various  scenes  that  meet  the  eye  assume  new 
interest,  and  become  instinct  with  the  heroic  forms  and  deeds 
which  crowd  upon  the  mental  vision.  Carried  back  to  the  belli- 
cose  days  of  the  chivalry,  now  the  potent  Duke  of  Normandy,  in 
ambition  rivalling  a  Osesar,  musters  his  three  thousand  vessels 
from  the  several  Norman  ports  at  St.  Valery-sur-Somme,  and 
sails  to  seize  the  English  crown,  and  win  the  title  of  the  ^'  Con- 
queror," Or  to  the  martial  times  of  Edward  III.  and  of  Henry 
v.,  successors  of  this  same  Anglo-Norman  king,  as  with  gallant 
Uosts  they  traverse  the  region  of  the  Somme,  and  against  great 
odds  gain  the  brilliant  victories  of  Cressy  and  Agincourt.  The 
past  revivified  becomes  as  the  present,  while  its  magic  creations 
impart  a  new  zest  to  the  voyage.     E'en  our  hardy  skipper. 
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versed  only  in  nautical  science,  in  winds,  clouds,  and  storms,  in 
bars,  reefs,  and  light-honses,  spins  from  oat  his  store  of  local 
yams  something  to  enliven  many  a  spiritless  scene.  It's  per- 
chance a  bold  sea-fight  'twixt  the  rival  neighbors  so  long  con- 
testing the  mastery  of  the  Channel ;  or  yet  some  touching  story 
of  fleeing  victims  of  persecution  or  tyranny,  of  whose  heroism 
and  sufferings  not  the  half  has  been  told  !  How  exceeding 
probable  that  it  was  the  experience  of  Huguenot  exiles  who  a 
little  more  than  two  centuries  ago  found  a  refuge  at  Harlem, 
most  of  whom  came  from  this  section  of  France  we  are  now 
skirting  !  Along  the  fruitful  valley  of  the  Somme  were  scattered 
the  homes  of  our  Demarest,  Toumeur,  Gresson,  and  Disosway, 
not  to  enlarge  the  number  ;  most  of  them  prominent  among  the 
Harlem  settlers,  and  heads  of  well-known  families  hereafter  to 
be  noticed.  Others  will  be  brought  to  light  as  we  extend  our 
voyage. 

The  eye  is  now  sensibly  relieved,  as  the  coast  again  becomes 
elevated,  and  the  chalk  cliffs  reappear,  crowned  with  green  wav- 
ing tufts  of  forests  and  orchards.  At  ten  miles  beyond  the 
Somme,  and  eighteen  leagues  from  Gris-Nez,  is  visible  the  gap 
or  opening  at  the  river  Bresle,  which  marks  the  southern  limit 
of  Picardy.  Now,  putting  helm  aport,  we  bear  south-west  along 
the  rock-bound  coast  of  Normandy,  its  continuity  only  broken 
here  at  intervals  by  the  openings  through  which  the  rivers  fall 
into  the  sea,  and  which  form  several  secure  harbors,  as  Dieppe, 
St.  Valery-en-Caux,  and  Fecamp,  near  the  latter  of  which  the 
bluffs  attain  an  altitude  of  seven  hundred  feet.  Dieppe  is  asso- 
ciated with  two  of  our  settlers,  Lozier  and  Lemaire. 

Bearing  westerly  from  Cape  La  Heve,  near  the  broad  mouth 
of  the  Seine — just  within  which  lies  Havre,  the  modem  and 
handsome  seaport  of  Paris,  and  on  the  opposite  shore  the  anti- 
quated town  of  Honfleur,  its  harbor  choked  with  great  sand- 
banks— we  now  skirt  the  flat,  rich  grazing  district  of  Normandy, 
with  its  numerous  villages,  and  fine  old  cities  Caen  and  Bayeux. 
We  must  give  the  coast  a  wide  margin  to  avoid  the  dreaded 
"  Black  Cows,"  and  the  yet  more  dangerous  rocky  reef  that 
lines  it  for  some  eighteen  miles,  full  half  a  league  from  shore, 
and  which,  proving  fatal  to  a  vessel  of  the  Spanish  Armada,  took 
its  name,  the  '^  Calvados." 
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The  peninsula  of  Cotentin>  running  northerly  twenty  miles 
beyond  the  shoreline  of  the  Norman  meadows,  ends,  on  the  side 
we  are  approaching,  in  the  pictaresqne/a^t>0  or  cliffs  of  Bar- 
fleor,  which  stand  boldly  forth,  as  if  to  greet  onr  vessel  in  its 
track.  But  passing  this  cape,  and  the  harbor  of  Cherbourg, 
noted  as  the  last  town  abandoned  by  the  English,  when  finally 
driven  from  Normandy  in  1461,  and  now  a  famous  naval 
station,  we  reach,  after  a  run  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
from  the  Bresle,  where  wo  first  struck  the  line  of  Normandy,  the 
western  limit  of  this  large  province,  at  Cape  La  Hague.  Bear- 
ing to  larboard  under  favoring  winds,  we  double  the  cape,  and 
stand  again  due  south,  up  the  boisterous  race  between  the  island 
of  Aldemey  and  the  main,  in  rough  weather  extremely  danger- 
ous from  its  conflicting  currents,  and  run  inside  Ouemsey  and 
the  other  channel  islands — those  ancient  appendages  of  Nor- 
mandy, and  now  more  Norman  even  than  the  mother  province, 
though  held  by  the  English.  The  rocky  headlands  on  the  main 
serve  to  mark  our  progress — the  stately  Jobourg,  Gros-Nez  and 
Nez-de-Carteret,  respectively  fi^e,  ten,  and  twenty  miles  south 
of  Cape  La  Hague.  Leaving  to  the  left  the  last  of  these,  shel- 
tering within  its  projecting  arm  the  village  and  small  haven  of 
Carteret,  distinguishable  by  its  line  of  yellow  sands,  we  pass  on 
the  right  the  low  rocky  islets  of  Ecrehou,  and  some  miles  far- 
ther, "  old  "  Jersey,  in  area  only  equal  to  our  Staten  Island, 
but  the  largest  island  of  the  Norman  Archipelago,  and  the 
home,  formerly,  of  the  Carterets  and  the  Pipons,  not  unknown 
in  Harlem  story.  Difficult  of  approach  on  account  of  its  cor- 
don of  rocks,  reefs,  and  shoals,  we  pass  near  its  massive  but 
ruined  castle  of  Mont  Orgueil,  so  picturesque  in  its  mantle  of 
ivy,  and  crowning  a  high  and  craggy  spur  that  juts  into  the  sea. 

A  more  than  panoramic  beauty  captivates  the  eye  at  each 
stage  in  this  passage,  enhanced  by  that  which  so  multiplies  the 
perils  of  the  navigation.  Hage  rocky  d^ris^  environing  these 
islands,  abound  on  every  hand,  now  a  solitary  rock,  now  a  con- 
fused cluster,  but  oft  taking  most  fantastic  forms.  Some  tower 
majestically,  like  the  Caskets,  off  Aldemey,  above  the  highest 
reach  of  the  billows,  when,  storm-driven,  they  break  upon  them 
in  such  grandeur  and  fury.  Others  with  black  heads  but  just 
visible  amid  silvery  foam  and  spray,  or  lying  in  fatal  ambush 
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beneath  the  surface,  prove  the  grave  of  many  a  hapless  bark, 
especially  when  enshrouded  in  sea  fog,  atid  the  helmsman  unable 
to  discern  the  friendly  buoys. 

Fitting  resort  for  the  old  Druids  was  Jersey,  with  its  interior 
of  umbrageous  groves  and  silent  vales,  where  now  are  rural  vil- 
lages and  farm  seats  ;  and  its  exterior,  on  the  north  side  of  bold 
ragged  cliffs,  rising  in  places  over  three  hundred  feet,  and  on  its 
southern  of  deep  sandy  bays,  within  the  largest  of  which  is  seated 
its  chief  town,  St.  Helier.  Everywhere  intersected  by  winding 
lanes,  nearly  hidden  by  bordering  hedges ;  b^nks  of  mosses  and 
ferns,  rich  shrubbery,  and  vine-embowered,  cottage-like  houses, 
add  new  beauty  at  every  turn  among  its  highly  rustic  walks. 
Toward  the  western  side  yet  stands  the  venerable  parish  church 
of  St.  Brelade,  now  in  its  eighth  century,  and  to  the  north  of 
this,  the  church  of  St.  Ouen  ;  in  the  first  of  which  the  Pipons, 
in  the  last  the  De  Carterets,  Lords  of  St.  Ouen,  worshipped,  and 
were  entombed.  And  hard  by  St.  Ouen's  Church,  the  old 
granite  manor-house,  till  late  the  home  of  the  De  Carterets,  still 
lifts  its  quaint  double  gables,  an  object  of  curious  legends  vrith 
the  islanders.*  Remarkable  not  only  for  its  scenery,  but  for 
its  unique  government  and  society,  remains  of  an  old  feudal 
aristocracy  modelled  in  the  twelfth  century  by  King  John  of 
England,  its  industrious  people,  busied  with  their  dairies, 
cider-making,  oyster  beds,  shipbuilding  and  maritime  pursuits, 
are  more  of  a  study.  Mostly  Protestants,  of  simple  manners, 
very  frugal,  living  quite  after  the  French  mode,  and  speaking 
only  the  harsh  unwritten  patois  known  as  Norman  French,  ex- 
cept in  town,  where  modern  French — used  in  all  local  court  pro- 


*  This  ancient  seat  of  the  De  Carterets  {vre  condense  from  **  Scenic  Beauties 
of  the  Island  of  Jersey."  by  Philip  J.  Ouless»  Esq.,  of  St.  Helier)  is  situated 
in  the  parish  of  St.  Ouen,  from  which  it  takes  its  name,  about  six  miles  from 
St.  Helier,  and  a  short  furlong  from  the  parish  church,  on  the  military  road 
from  that  town  to  St.  Ouen's  Bay.  To  the  old  castellated  mansion,  believed 
to  have  been  built  about  the  reign  of  Edward  I.,  are  annexed  the  more  mod- 
em wings,  which  project  in  front,  and  are  not  older  than  the  time  of  Charles 
II.  Entering  its  low  oaken  door,  which  seems  to  have  remained  unchanged 
for  ages,  a  fact  is  recalled,  not  least  among  its  pleasing  reminiscences,  that 
here  the  last-named  monarch  found  refuge  when,  a  proscribed  exile,  he  ar- 
rived in  Jersey  in  1649,  and  was  proclaimed  king,  sharing  the  hospitality  of 
his  brave  and  faithful  subject,  and  which  he  afterwards  so  well  repaid.  But 
for  this  (strange  as  it  may  seem),  some  episodes  in  Harlem  history  could  not 
be  written  ! 
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ceedings — is  more  popular  than  English,  they  resemble  an  old 
Huguenot  community ;  and  not  without  cause,  as  many  of  that 
worthy  class  took  refuge  here  during  the  series  of  persecutions 
in  France  which  culminated  at  the  Beirocation  of  the  Edict  of 
Nantes. 

Our  course  from  Jersey  lying  southward,  we  descry  in  the 
distance,  upon  the  charming  heights  of  the  Cotentin,  another 
landmark  welcome  to  the  coaster — the  tall  spire  of  the  cathedral 
at  Goutances.     Little  else  can  be  seen  of  this  much-admired 
structure,  though  its  huge  symmetrical  form  so  towers  above  the 
town — and  anon  its  receding  figure  falls  far  astern.     On  cross- 
ing the  Bight  of  La  Manche,  formed  by  the  sudden  deflection 
of  the  coast  to  the 
westward,  and  be- 
tween    the    rocky 
isles  the  Chausseys 
and  the  more  ter- 
rible     Minqui<^res, 
Brittany's     rugged 
border  lifts  to  view 
its    bald    cliffs,    so 
wild    and    desolate 
in  their  grandeur ; 
most      conspicuous 

the      headland      of        st.  Oucn  or  De  Carteret  Manor-House,  Jersey. 
Cancale,  forming  a 

bay  in  the  depth  of  the  Bight,  in  which  lies  the  islet  of  Mont 
St.  Michel,  with  its  famous  old  abbey  high  up  on  the  precip- 
itous rock.  We  must  forego  a  visit  to  the  grand  abbey  hall, 
where  the  knights  of  St.  Michel  (the  creation  of  Louis  XI.  in 
1469)  long  held  their  banquets,  and  pass  untested  those  delec- 
table bivalves,  here  abounding,  and  so  toothsome  when  taken 
from  the  half-shell !  We  soon  reach  the  St  Malo  roads,  and 
the  insulated  town  of  the  same  name,  our  place  of  destination, 
with  its  fleet  of  ti'aders  and  its  fishing  craft.  Bars  and  reefs 
obstruct  the  entrance ;  but  now  at  the  mooring,  we  leave  our 
matter-of-fact  skipper  to  sell  his  lading,  and  the  jolly  tar  to  rest 
his  sea-legs  at  his  usual  resort  in  the  town,  while  we  proceed  to 
explore  this  quaintly  primitive  place,  which  seems  to  carry  one 
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back  into  some  by-gone  century.  We  are  not  now  in  Jersey,  as 
is  apparent !  Hidden  within  strong  walls  black  with  age,  and 
seated  on  a  rocky  penmsnla,  which  becomes  an  islet  at  every 
flood-tide — ^here  rising  forty  feet — and  at  the  ebb  girt  abont  by 
broad  sands,  the  rank  sedge  growing  there  haunted  by  sea-fowl, 
and  under  a  hot  sun  emitting  no  pleasant  odors,  St.  Malo  does 
not  agreeably  impress  the  approaching  visitor.  A  turn  through 
its  streets  may  not  better  those  impressions ;  but  his  curiosity  is 
deeply  enlisted,  not  only  in  the  place,  a  small,  sombre  marine 
town,  with  its  dingy,  oddly-fashioned  old  houses,  and  its  array 
of  shipping  stores,  cordage,  cables  and  anchors,  but  in  its  peo- 
ple, true  to  the  national  instincts,  so  polite  and  deferential,  yet 
surcharged  with  good  feeling,  so  very  chatty  and  free  !  Weal- 
thy, but  none  too  moral,  yet  (contradiction  easy  in  this  land  of 
anomalies)  they  yield  to  none  in  keeping  the  Sabbath  !  Once 
no  other  French  port  throve  as  this  upon  its  lucrative  foreign 
trade,  its  cod  and  whale  fisheries,  and  not  less  upon  rich  har- 
vests gathered  in  war  times  by  its  bold  privateersmen,  ever  as 
vigilant  as  their  trusty  night-watch — ^not  the  present  patrolling 
coast-guard,  but  when,  a  century  ago,  it  consisted  of  a  pack  of 
dogs  !  These,  let  loose  outside  the  walls,  in  charge  of  a  soldier, 
served  both  as  a  protection  to  the  ship-yards  on  the  strand, 
where  timber  and  cordage  lay  exposed  to  pillage  by  the  neigh- 
boring peasantiy,  and  to  raise  the  cry  of  warning  should  an 
armed  foe  attempt  to  steal  in^  either  from  seaward  or  vid  the 
Sillon — the  long  causey,  so  called,  that  led  from  the  main  to 
the  town  gate,  and  where  it  was  and  still  is  guarded  by  a  draw- 
bridge and  huge  round  towers  that  flank  the  gateway.  Truly 
suggestive  was  the  old  night  guard  at  St.  Malo  of  that  dogged 
watchfulness  of  their  rights  common  to  this  people  at  large,  the 
violation  of  which  rights  by  despotic  rulers  had  caused  such 
effusions  of  blood  and  wholesale  expatriations.  But  in  the  cen- 
turies since  flown,  like  as  the  night-watch  has  changed  from  the 
canine  to  the  human,  so  to  the  credit  of  that  fatherland  has  pub- 
lic sentiment  there  made  great  advance  in  all  that  is  humane  and 
fraternal.  Yet  the  story  of  former  wrongs  which  it  devolves  upon 
us  to  tell  is  fraught  with  lessons  too  important  to  be  forgotten.* 

*  Oh  for  a  full  toleration  in  that  land  with  reason  endeared  to  the  Ameri- 
can heart,  when  no  such  despotism  shall  tarnish  the  public  character  aa  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


EISTOBT  OF  HARLEM.  11 


§  2.   HARLEM— SPRINGS  OF  ITS  HISTORY. 

WiTHiK  these  far-stretching  leagues  of  sea-washed  dykes, 
downs,  and  cliffs,  remote  from  Harlem  ocean-wide,  lie  the  open- 
ing scenes  of  its  history  1  They  carry  us  not  only  to  the  great 
marts,  but  to  obscure  interior  homes  of  Holland,  Belgium,  and 
Northern  France.  Vouched  for  by  records  freshly  gleaned  from 
this  richly  historic  Held,  involving  no  small  amount  of  careful 
research,  they  at  once  possess  the  merit  of  authenticity,  and 
present  us  pictures  of  former  times  which  are  new  in  every  essen- 
tial of  outline  and  detail. 

Admired  and  revered  world-wide,  as  are  those  old  continental 
countries,  for  the  peculiar  fascination  which  invests  all  that  per- 
tains to  them — their  remarkable  peoples,  venerable  institutions, 
and  annals  almost  unparalleled  for  soul-stirring  vicissitudes ; 
their  antique  remains  and  rare  works  of  art,  the  standing  won- 
der of  tourists — how  strong  their  claim  upon  our  remembrance 
and  veneration,  in  their  intimate  relation  of  fatherlands,  the 
source  largely  of  our  brave  and  virtuous  ancestry,  and  per 
sequence  a  national  prosperity  that  is  unexampled  ! — fact  which 
scarce  needs  an  appeal  to  written  history,  because  attested,  as 
well  by  the  characteristics  and  traditions  of  our  people  as  by  our 
family  nomenclature,  and  the  names  of  our  towns,  districts, 
and  States.  Should  not  these  ties  of  affinity  which  bind  us  so 
strongly  to  the  fatherlands  lend  an  additional  charm  to  the 
study  of  their  institutions  and  epochs  ? 

Let  credit  be  given  to  those  primary  agencies  which  paved  the 
way  for  the  colonization  of  our  country — those  hazardous  but 
eventful  voyages  which  began  very  early  in  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury, when  a  new  field  for  maritime  adventure  had  but  just  been 
opened  to  Europe  by  the  astounding  discoveries  of  Columbus. 

imprisonment  of  a  Christian  minister  on  the  trivial  charge  of  exceeding  his 
parish  limits  in  the  exercise  of  his  functions  !  We  refer  to  the  recent  case 
of  M.  Lacheret  (by  report,  not  from  him,  but  others),  the  excellent  pastor  of 
Manbeuge,  on  the  Sambre,  and  a  contributor  of  materials  for  this  work. 
Quite  too  analogous,  both  as  to  spirit  and  locality,  is  this  act  of  intolerance 
to  others  of  past  times  recited  in  these  pages.  But  we  trast  this  enlightened 
nineteenth  century  will  see  that  old  and  hideous  blot  upon  the  nation^  honor 
effectually  wiped  out ! 
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It  was  the  heroic  enterprise  of  the  merchants  and  mariners  of 
the  French  seaports  Dieppe,  Honfleur,  St  Malo,  Nant;es>  Bo- 
chelle,  and  others,  which,  favored  by  the  national  prosperity  un- 
der Louis  XII.,  first  thoroughly  explored  the  North  American 
coast,  to  find  in  the  Newfoundland  fisheries  an  exhaustless 
inine  oi  wealth,  and  to  ravish  the  popular  mind  with  glowing 
fancied  as  to  the  character  and  resources  of  the  New  World  ! 
Highly  conducive  to  this  were  the  several  voyages  of  the  Floren- 
tine Verrazzano,  and  Cartier  of  St  Malo,  both  sailing  under  the 
royal  auspices  of  Francis  I. :  the  former,  after  a  visit  to  our 
coast  and  harbors  in  1524,  returning  to  Dieppe  with  report  of 
his  success  ;  and  the  other,  ten  years  later,  the  pioneer  explorer 
of  the  bay  and  river  St.  Lawrence.  And  many  a  hapless  ex|>e- 
dition,  as  that  of  the  Picard,  Sieur  de  Roberval,  and  those  grow- 
ing out  of  the  exigencies  of  the  Huguenots  prior  to  their  first 
civil  war,  which,  with  the  aid  of  Coligny  and  Calvin,  undertook 
to  plant  colonies  in  Brazil  and  Florida,  e'en  by  their  misfor- 
tunes pointed  most  impressively  to  this  remote  land  as  the  ulti- 
mate refuge  for  the  oppressed  of  Europe.  This  idea  of  colo- 
nizing America,  which  in  France  slumbered  during  the  civil 
wars,  was  revived  in  the  time  of  Henry  IV.,  and  with  greater 
promise  under  his  enlightened  patronage  ;  when  the  names  of 
such  daring  spirits  as  De  Vaux,  Pontgrave,  and  Champlain  fill 
the  page  of  maritime  discovery,  the  last  of  whom  in  1608 
founded  Quebec,  the  first  permanent  European  colony  in  North 
America  !  The  cotemporary  efforts  of  the  Spaniards  and  Eng- 
lish, in  the  same  line  of  exploration,  concern  us  less. 

•But  Holland  now  appears,  a  rival  in  the  field  of  discovery. 
Eife  with  the  spirit  of  commerce,  already  enriched  by  her  East 
India  trade  in  spices,  silks,  and  gems,  and  just  concluding  a 
favorable  truce  with  Spain,  which  as  the  fruit  of  a  glorious 
struggle  was  to  virtually  secure  her  independence,  with  the 
monopoly  of  this  lucrative  trade — she  opportunely  joins  in  the 
arduous  search  for  that  long-sought  passage  to  the  Indies  by  a 
western  route,  quicker,  as  was  believed,  than  by  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  To  this  end  was  the  voyage  of  Hudson  from  Am- 
sterdam in  1609,  which,  though  futile  as  to  its  specific  object, 
startled  the  merchants  and  capitalists  of  Holland,  alive  to  every 
new  scheme  of  aggrandizement,  with  reports  of  the  noble  river 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HISTORY  OF  HARLEM.  13 

explored  by  their  bold  English  skipper  and  thereafter  to  bear 
his  name  ;  promising,  in  the  affluence  of  its  natural  products,  its 
forests  of  ship- timber,  and  its  more  valuable  fui-s,  to  eclipse  the 
fame  of  Newfoundland,  and  rival  the  wealth  of  the  Indies. 
The  importance  of  this  discovery,  confirmed  by  sundry  trading 
voyages  to  Hudson's  river,  covering  a  series  of  years,  led  to  the 
formation  of  the  Dutch  West  India  Company,  under  whose 
direction  the  first  colonists  proceeded  thither  in  1623,  composed 
chiefly  of  French  or  Walloons,  who,  driven  from  their  own  coun- 
tries by  war  and  persecution,  had  taken  refuge  in  the  free  states 
of  Holland. 

From  this  small  beginning,  as  we  know,  grew  the  flourishing 
States  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  respecting  whose  origin 
the  zeal  and  industry  of  the  historian  has  left  but  little  to  be 
added,  save  in  a  knowledge  of  the  pioneer  colonists  themselves. 
Of  but  few  of  the  large  number  who  came  from  the  continental 
parts  of  Europe  have  we  any  personal  account  prior  to  their 
advent  upon  the  American  soil.  Thrown  upon  these  shores,  as 
are  the  delicate  sea-shells  cast  up  by  restless  waves,  whose  alter- 
nate ebb  and  flow  effaces  their  tiny  furrows  in  the  sand,  our 
French  and  Belgic  sires  had  emerged  from  rude  billows  of  peril 
and  conflict  in  their  native  lands,  enough,  in  human  view,  to 
have  swept  away  all  trace  of  them  there.  We  may  follow  them 
in  their  subsequent  career,  with  rarely  a  failure,  by  means  of 
scanty  records  ;  but  this  opening  chapter  of  their  history,  how 
diflScult  to  recover  it,  especially  where  is  missing  the  connect- 
ing link  between  the  exile  and  his  former  home  in  the  father- 
land!* 

To  regain  this  lost  link,  this  unknown  page  in  the  story  of 

*  Tradition  is  rarely  of  much  service  in  this  connection.  The  extrava- 
gant stories  that  the  worthy  Demarest  **  purchased  the  whole  of  Harlem." 
and  that  the  Benson  ancestor  on  coming  here  "  had  the  choice  of  the  whole 
island,"  on  which  were  "  only  five  houses,"  are  amusing  specimens  of  the 
vague  and  unreliable  utterances  of  tradition  !  Demarest  was  a  recently  ar- 
rived Huguenot  exile,  and  as  for  Benson,  he  did  not  come  to  Harlem  tiU 
sixty  odd  years  after  its  settlement  began. 

It  is  quite  natural  to  give  credence  to  such  traditions  as  are  flattering  to 
our  ancestry.  But  few  comparatively  of  our  early  colonists,  on  coming 
here,  brought  much  wealth,  and  fewer,  perhaps,  had  enjoyed  rank  and  posi- 
tion in  their  own  lands.  Still,  our  colonists  rise  in  the  social  scale  with  later 
investigations,  and  it  becomes  more  apparent  that  wealth,  rank,  and  culture 
were  not  such  rare  endowments  with  them  as  has  been  supposed. 
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the  colonist,  bo  important  a  prelude  to  his  af ter-life,  and  almost 
of  necessity  eventful  and  touching,  became  a  prime  object  with 
the  author.  It  was  to  trace  these  wanderers  amid  the  scenes  of 
their  native  lands  and  homes,  where  were  their  firesides,  their 
altars,  their  fields  of  conflict^  and  to  study  them  in  the  face  of 
such  circumstances  as  must  have  influenced  their  character  and 
destiny.  In  resolving  the  causes  that  led  them  to  abandon  their 
native  for  a  foreign  soil,  we  should  acquire  the  means  where- 
with to  better  apprehend  them  in  their  new  sphere,  which,  how- 
ever different,  yet  involved  great  sacrifice,  danger,  and  hardship 
to  themselves  and  families  ;  insomuch  that  the  problem  of  their 
strwige  exile  could  be  clearly  solved  only  by  a  knowledge  of  the 
rugged  experiences,  which  had  impelled  them  thereto.  Their 
antecedents  must  aid  in  forming  an  estimate  of  their  personal 
worth,  and  in  accounting  for  their  peculiar  tastes,  habits,  and 
attachments.  Placing  their  simple  virtues  in  bolder  relief,  even 
their  foibles  would  seem  more  excusable,  when  viewed  in  con- 
tact with  the  sterner  age  in  which  they  lived,  the  conflicts  they 
had  to  wage,  and  the  circumscribed  light  and  advantages  which 
felt  to  their  lot. 

So  judging,  the  author  was  led  to  make  such  inquiries  abroad 
as  have  resulted  in  the  recovery  of  many  interesting  details 
touching  the  first  settlers  at  Harlem  prior  to  their  emigration  ; 
facts  which,  buried  for  centuries  in  the  musty  archives  of  the 
fatherlands,  now  come  to  us  with  all  the  novelty  of  an  original 
narrative.* 

♦  BaroD  W.  J,  C,  Rammelman  Elsevier^  Archivist  at  LeytUn^  Holland,  to 
whom  I  here  express  my  thanks,  has  furnished  materials  of  the  utmost  value, 
extracted,  with  much  painstaking,  from  the  ancient  archives  of  the  city,  the 
University,  and  the  Dutch  and  Walloon  churches  there.  Mr.  Frederik  MalUr^ 
of  Amsterdam,  also  heartily  interested  himself  in  causing  similar  searches  to 
be  made  at  Amsterdam^  Slooterdyk,  and  HaarUm^  by  Mr.  Magnin,  Brother  of 
the  Order  of  the  Netherland  Lion,  and  former  Archivist  of  Drenthe.  Mr. 
Osgood  Fields  of  London,  who,  in  hours  spared  from  mercantile  duties,  has 
proven  his  love  for  the  historic  yJ^/i/,  also  has  my  warm  acknowledgments  for 
aid  in  procuring,  through  Mr.  H.  G.  Somerby,  since  deceased,  important 
extracts  from  the  registers  of  the  Walloon  churches  of  London  and  Canter-- 
bury  ;  as  also  other  data  from  parish  registers  at  NewcastU-on-  Tytu^  copied 
by  Rev.  R.  Gould,  of  Earsdon  Vicarage.  Also  Mr.  W,  Noel  Sainsbwy^  of 
Her  Matest/s  State  Paper  Office,  for  materials  in  his  custody.  Thanks  are 
due  to  Rev.  N.  Weiss  late  oT  Paris,  for  the  hearty  interest  he  manifested  in 
my  labors,  and  who  supplied  some  useful  items  from  the  records  at  Avesnes, 
obtained  through  the  ag;ency  of  M.  Larheret,  pastor  at  Maubeuge  ;  and  also 
a  valuable  brochure  upon  the  church  of  Le  Cdteau,  besides  many  facts  and 
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Traced  to  many  parts  of  Western  Europe,  from  the  sunny 
pliUns  of  France  to  the  bleak,  fir-clad  hills  of  old  Scandinavia, 
these  founders  of  Harlem  were  neither  exclusively  nor  mainly 
Hollanders,  as  has  been  the  common  opinion.  From  the  last-, 
named  section  came  sturdy  Danes,  Swedes,  and  Norwegians,  in 
faith  Lutherans,  and  inured  to  toil,  with  manners  betraying  the 
blood  of  the  brusk  Norsemen,  once  the  scourge  of  France  iuid 
the  British  Isles  ;  but  as  the  native  asperity  had  been  softened 
under  ages  of  culture,  so  had  hard  fortune,  in  the  case  of  these 
exiles,  added  its  chastening  effects.  They  were  few  in  number, 
yet  inchided  several  of  undoubted  worth  and  superior  attain- 
ments. 

Other  exceptions  there  were ;  but  the  community  was  made 
up  mainly  and  in  about  even  proportion  of  Hollanders  and 
French  Huguenots  :  names  than  which  none  suggest  a  truer 
ideal  of  sterling  character,  of  patriotism,  exalted  faith,  and 
heroic  suffering  !  Nor  do  our  settlers  cast  discredit  upon  this 
general  estimate  of  these  classes.  They  and  their  families  had 
sacrificed  much  in  behalf  of  liberty  and  the  reformed  religion. 
They  were  men  of  probity,  equal  to  those  of  their  times  in  intel- 


soggestions  pertaining  to  the  general  subject  of  the  Huguenot  refugees  and 
the  specific  names  submitted  to  him — he  also  having  the  kindness,  unso- 
lidtra,  to  la^  one  of  my  letters  before  the  SocUUde  CHistoire  du  ProUstant- 
isme  fran^ais,  a  member  of  which,  M.  Bordier,  an  able  historian,  politely 
lent  his  efforts  to  further  its  object.  Also  to  Hon.  Edward  M.  Smith,  U.  S. 
Consul  at  Mannheim^  for  instituting  searches  in  that  city  ;  and  to  the 
gentlemen  who  engaged  in  them  :  Mr.  Eduard  Lemp,  custodian  of  the  dty 
archives  ;  Herr  von  Feder,  Deputy  of  the  Second  Chamber  and  Historian  of 
Mannheim  ;  and  M.  RuckhabNcr,  pastor  of  the  Concordia,  late  Walloon 
church.  Also  to  M.  Gerlach^  pastor  of  the  Walloon  church,  Middelburg,  Zee- 
land,  who  sought  to  satisfy  my  inquiries,  but  found  nothing  in  his  registers. 
M.  Lcuis  Bardy^  Mayor  of  Sedan^  also  politely  attentive  to  my  inquiry,  as- 
sures me  with  regret  that  they  have  no  registers  for  the  period  I  had  indi- 
cated. An  article  concerning  the  Carterets  and  Pipons,  inserted  in  the 
British  Press,  island  of  Jersey,  brought  a  response  from  a  lineal  descendant 
of  Capt.  James  Carteret,  Mrs.  Braithwaite,  of  Terrace  House,  St.  Helier, 
daughter  of  the  late  Gen.  James  Pipon,  of  Noirmont,  in  that  island,  and 
whom  I  have  to  thank  for  several  communications.  And  I  am  also  happy 
to  acknowledge  the  valuable  aid  given  me  in  the  sp^ciaHt/to  which  this  note 
refers  by  the  late  lamented  Professor  Pierre  Blot,  and  the  artist,  Mr.  Ed. 
Kalshoven,  of  New  York,  but  till  recently  of  Amsterdam  ;  as  also  by  Mr.  John 
Callanan,  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  deservmg  to  be  better  known,  and  who 
loves  to  roam  amid  the  florid  scenes  of  his  native  isle,  Jersey.  His  kindness 
has  procured  us  the  view  of  the  St.  Ouen,  or  De  Carteret  Manor-House,  oblig- 
inglv  furnished  at  his  request  by  his  friend  Philip  y.  Ouless,  Esq.,  of  St 
H4her,  artist,  and  author  of  "  Scenic  Beauties  of  the  Island  of  Jersey.'* 
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ligence,  education,  and  enterprise.  Highly  industrious,  they 
scorned,  even  in  poverty,  any  dependence  upon  the  charitable, 
while  they  could  practise  an  honest  trade  or  handicraft,  such  as 
each  invariably  possessed.  In  a  word,  their  record,  though  not 
faultless,  well  sustains  this  general  good  character.  Tried  men, 
used  to  conquering  difficulties,  undaunted  by  the  exposure  and 
peril  incident  to  a  wild,  a  hostile  land,  theirs  was  the  arduous 
work  of  constructing  a  new  society,  a  civilization,  to  which  des- 
potic Europe  was  then  a  stranger,  or  which  it  could  not  toler- 
ate !  Its  safeguards,  invaluable  even  for  the  security  of  life 
and  estate — the  church,  the  school,  the  civil  magistracy — they 
were  careful  to  bring  with  them,  to  plant  and  nurture  as  on  a 
more  congenial  soil ;  and  which,  deeply  rooted,  and  with  broad 
spreading  branches,  still  yield  for  us  their  golden  fruits.  How, 
and  under  what  circumstances,  they  acquired  these  valuable 
ideas  which  possessed  them,  this  peculiar  fitness  for  their  high 
destiny  as  colonists  and  founders  of  empire,  is  surely  a  most 
inviting  subject  of  inquiry. 


§  3.    GLIMPSES  OF  THE  FATHERLANDS. 

To  catch  the  spirit  and  genius  of  the  times  under  review,  is 
to  ignore  such  changes,  political,  moral,  and  physical,  as  three 
centuries  have  wrought ;  for  Europe  of  to-day  is  not  the  Europe 
of  the  sixteenth  century.  By  the  light  of  the  historic  past,  its 
wealth  of  significant  fact  and  incident  is  more  clearly  revealed. 
In  the  land  of  the  Huguenots  the  remote  eras  of  the  Gaul,  the 
Roman,  and  the  Frank  yet  lived  in  piquant  story,  and  might  be 
traced  in  existing  monuments  as  well  as  in  musty  tomes.  Still 
in  popular  use  were  the  old  provincial  names,  time-honored  and 
interwoven  with  all  the  history  of  the  country  ;  for  not  yet  had 
revolution  stripped  the  French  provinces  of  these  means  of  iden- 
tity, in  its  well-conceived  but  too  radical  onslaught  upon  feudal 
rights  and  institutions.  An  exhaustless  theme,  with  our  Hugue- 
not refugee,  was  his  dear  old  Picardie,  or  Artois,  or  Korman- 
die ;  the  talisman  which  in  his  remotest  wanderings,  e'en  till 
death  closed  his  exile,  recalled  all  that  was  endearing  in  the 
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word  home.  In  chnrch  and  state  the  ancient  regime  was  in- 
tact The  old  provincial  dynasties  which  had  grown  up  and 
flourished  under  the  feudal  system,  but  whose  lines  of  puissant 
counts  and  dukes  were  long  since  extinct,  lived  even  yet  in  im- 
portant senses,  not  only  in  monumental  stones  and  structures^ 
and  in  the  local  annals  and  traditions,  but  in  countless  charters, 
privileges,  laws,  and  usages,  still  prized  and  cherished  by  the 
people.  History,  as  if  to  deepen  its  impress  upon  the  popular 
heart,  had  scattered  its  monuments  over  the  soil  with  lavish 
hand ;  and  around  these,  time — ^which  in  the  annals  of  (Jaul 
meant  a  score  of  centuries — ^had  woven  its  weird  and  marvellous 
legends,  often  a  tax  upon  credulity,  but  perchance  too  real : 
some  tale  of  gallant  heroism,  of  gentle  piety,  or  dark  supersti- 
tion, touching  the  heart  or  quickening  the  blood,  but,  whether 
true  or  otherwise,  a  telling  paraphrase  upon  the  national  traits 
or  instincts.  The  old  baronial  castle  proudly  rearing  its 
towers  was  rich  in  reminiscences  of  warlike  feudal  times.  The 
razing  its  ponderous  walls  as  material  for  the  mason  ? — sacri- 
legious thought !  Dingy  cloisters,  over  whose  turrets  crept  ven- 
erable ivy,  still  swarmed  with  pious  monks,  yet  had  come  to  be 
symbolic  of  that  moral  darkness  which  in  the  early  ages  first 
drove  the  gentle  handmaids  religion  and  learning  to  the  covert 
of  such  strong  and  friendly  walls.  Held  by  the  masses  in  pro- 
found veneration,  they  evidenced  the  singular  religious  fervor 
of  the  race.  But  here's  a  touching  emblem,  the  cross — it  is 
coarsely  fashioned  in  stone — which  surprises  one  in  some  rural 
solitude,  but  near  the  highway,  so  none  may  fail  to  see  it,  and, 
kneeling,  offer  up  a  paternoster.  Mute  ;  yet  it  tells,  maybe, 
the  affecting  tale  of  some  early  martyrdom,  or  of  the  gallant 
brave  slain  in  battle,  on  this  now  sacred  spot  1  How  suggestive 
of  that  strong,  unnatural  alliance  between  war  and  religion  ; 
whence  bloody  crusades  against  Turks,  Albigenses,  and  Vaudois, 
and,  we  may  add,  the  Huguenot  wars  ! 

Between  the  cities  or  villages  all  is  forest,  or  heath,  or  tilled 
lands,  but  alike  a  solitude,  unbroken  by  cheery  farm-houses  or 
villas ;  no  fences  even,  but  rows  of  ancient  yews,  or  hedge  of 
flowering  holly  or  thorn,  or  yet  the  natural  streams,  to  mark 
the  limits  of  estates.  The  farmer,  however  distant  his  acres, 
lives  in  town  or  hamlet.     The  wealth,  industry,  and  social  life 
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ooncentre  in  teeming  cities  or  towns.  These  are  mostly  seated 
on  the  rivers — the  latter  almost  the  only  medium  of  domestic 
trade  and  travel — or  upon  the  old  Roman  ways  ;  cross-roads 
were  few  and  neglected.  Treasuries  of  all  that  was  venerable 
and  curious  were  these  cities.  Many  had  sprung  from  rude 
towns  of  the  Qauls,  and  owed  their  first  significance  to  Boman 
civilization  and  law,  and  the  architectural  and  other  improve- 
ments  then  introduced  ;  still  attested  by  noble  ruins,  found  every- 
where, of  fine  structures,  besides  immense  stretches  of  paved 
military  roads,  bringing  the  chief  places  into  easier  communica- 
tion. Shut  up  in  massive  walls,  the  city,  each  within  itself, 
was  a  little  world,  sparing,  beyond  the  necessities  of  trade,  of 
any  intercourse  or  sympathy  with  others  around  it.  The  older 
portions  were  easily  told,  the  houses  so  antique,  the  streets 
narrow  and  crooked,  with  a  gutter  running  down  the  centre. 
Through  others  ran  canals,  lined  with  vessels  receiving  or  dis- 
charging merchandise,  and  where  stood  the  tiled  houses,  two  or 
three  stories  high,  occupied  by  merchants  or  traders,  who  main- 
ly composed  the  burghery,  the  enterprising  and  well-to-do 
middle  class.  More  pretentious  were  the  mansions  of  the  lords 
and  gentry,  the  upper  strata  of  society ;  the  lower,  the  toiling 
artisans  and  work-people,  tenanting  squatty  cottage-like  houses, 
their  low  eaves  overhanging  the  humble  doorway ;  and  windows, 
or  little  lookouts,  not  the  best  for  admitting  air  or  sunlight,  but 
quite  large  enough  in  cold  or  stormy  weather,  since  window- 
glass  was  too  great  a  luxury  for  the  poor.  But  the  clergy  often 
surpassed  even  the  nobility  m  the  richness  and  comfort  of  their 
abodes,  which  with  monasteries  and  other  houses  of  the  religious 
orders,  usually  well  endowed,  engrossed  a  large  area  within  the 
cities.  Above  the  clustering  gables  arose  the  turrets  and  crosses 
of  parish  churches  not  a  few,  and  the  lofty  spire  and  pinnacles 
of  the  stately  cathedral ;  witnesses  alike  to  the  devotion  and 
taste  of  their  votaries,  but  the  latter  the  crowning  glory  of  the 
city,  whether  for  the  grandeur  of  its  design,  or  for  its  wealth  of 
sculptures,  frescoes,  and  paintings.  Within,  its  lofty  solemn 
arches  inspired  the  worshipper  with  reverence  and  awe  ;  its  very 
plan,  a  cruciform,  told  where  his  faith  should  rest ;  and  even 
the  dumb  effigies  of  the  noble  dead,  recumbent  on  their  costly 
tombs  in  the  silent  transept,  read  him  a  lesson  upon  his  own 
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mortality.  Stilly  in  aid  of  his  devotions,  were  images,  tapers, 
and  clouds  of  incense  ;  with  **  sacred  relics'*  in  profusion,  ac- 
credited with  healing  power  and  other  miraculous  virtues,  and 
rarely  excepting  either  a  piece  of  **  the  true  cross,"  or  the 
denuded  bones  of  the  city's  ancient  patron,  and  still  guardian 
saint  The  citadel  afforded  secure  quarters  to  the  royal  gover- 
nor, who  need  fear  no  disaster  incident  to  those  times,  as  insur- 
rection, or  those  more  dreaded  from  want  of  skill  to  cope  with 
them,  fire,  famine,  and  pestilence,  which  often  caused  fearful 
ravages.  But  what  recuperative  energy  had  these  cities,  and  to 
what  unwonted  prosperity  they  attained,  especially  in  the  wool 
and  flax  working  districts  of  the  Netherlands  and  Northern 
France  !  Grand  displays  characterized  the  periodical  fairs  and 
the  frequent  religious  festivals.  Tournament  and  feats  of  arms 
were  the  high  sport  of  the  nobility  ;  their  pastime  hunting  or 
hawking.  Tennis  or  ball  playing  was  the  great  popular  game, 
and  dancing  the  universal  amusement  for  both  sexes.  Ancient 
and  often  grotesque  customs  were  kept  up  with  great  spirit. 
Crowning  the  ro^iere  was  a  usage  not  only  very  ancient  (insti- 
tuted by  St.  Medard  of  Noyon,  in  Picardy,  in  the  fifth  century), 
but  pretty  and  touching.  It  was  the  public  presentation  of  a 
hat  bedecked  with  roses  to  the  most  exemplary  maiden  of  the 
town  or  village.  The  entire  family  of  the  recipient  share  the 
honor.  "The  crown  of  roses,"  says  the  Countess  De  Genlis, 
"is  expected  with  emotion,  awarded  with  justice,  and  estab- 
lishes goodness,  rectitude,  and  virtue  in  every  family." 

One  of  the  cities  most  closely  identified  with  our  refugees 
was  Amiens.  Within  its  encircling  moat  and  high  massive 
walls,  strengthened  at  short  distances  by  round  abutments  and 
towers,  it  was  not  then  the  open,  airy  town  it  now  is,  since  its 
sombre  walls  have  given  place  to  a  handsome  boulevard  ;  but  it 
was  noted  "  for  the  beauty  of  its  buildings,  and  for  the  quality, 
industry,  and  number  of  its  inhabitants."  The  city  lay  south 
of  the  Somme,  whose  main  channel  formed  a  bend  around  its 
northern  part  known  as  the  Old  or  Lower  Town,  where  three 
branches  also  entered  it  under  arches  in  the  wall,  and  which, 
diffusing  into  canals,  threaded  its  narrow  streets,  here  lined  by 
low  and  antiquated  dwellings  and  shops,  and  uniting  again  on 
the  western  side,  escaped  by  a  single  outlet  at  St.  Michel's 
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Bridge.  To  this  portion,  which  had  led  Lonis  XL  to  call 
Amiens  his  Little  Venice,  lay  joining  southerly  a  larger  part 
known  as  the  Upper  Town,  having  broad  and  quite  regular 
streets,  fine  houses,  mainly  two  stories  high  and  of  uniform 
style ;  with  two  spacious  squares  "  where  seven  fair  streets 
centred.'^  Henry  IV.  had  built  its  city  hall  and  citadel,  the 
latter  in  the  form  of  a  star,  with  five  shai*p  angles,  command- 
ing the  northern  approach  to  the  city,  and  though  still  incom- 
plete, deemed  impregnable.  But  all  its  fine  edifices,  the 
bishop's  palace  not  excepted,  paled  before  its  grand  cathedral, 
Notre  Dame,  pronounced  at  that  time  "  the  fairest  and  most 
lovely  structure  in  the  West  of  Europe."  In  plan  the  usual  cru- 
ciform, it  dated  from  1220,  when  its  foundations  were  laid  ;  ex- 
cepting as  to  its  western  front,  which  was  of  later  construction, 
very  rich  in  Gothic  decorations,  and  flanked  by  two  massive  un- 
finished square  towers  of  unequal  height.  From  over  the  tran- 
sept arose  a  light  and  airy  spire  three  hundred  and  seventy  feet 
high.  It  would  consume  too  much  space  to  describe  its  interior 
magnificence.  Among  its  treasured  relics  was  the  decapitated 
head  of  John  the  Baptist,  alleged  to  have  been  brought  by  a 
Picard  crusader  from  Constantinople,  after  its  capture  in  1204. 
Its  great  value  consisted  in  its  entire  genuineness,  though  this 
was  not  quite  demonstrated  till  1665,  when  done  in  a  learned 
treatise  prepared  at  the  request  of  the  chapter  by  the  great 
savant  of  Amiens,  Sieur  du  Cange  !  Another  relic  they  had, 
equally  real,  and  hardly  less  valuable — the  finger  of  "  doubting 
Thomas,"  which  had  restored  his  faltering  faith  by  a  touch  of 
the  Saviour's  wounds  !  If  aught  could  better  show  how  strong 
a  grasp  old  superstitions  had  upon  the  popular  mind  at  Amiens, 
it  needed  but  a  stroll  among  its  numerous  abbeys  and  parish 
churches,  or  through  its  great  cemetery  of  St.  Denis,  hard  by 
the  cathedral,  where  monumental  crosses,  antique  and  moss- 
grown,  told  the  faith  in  which  slept  its  dead  of  many  centuries. 
Amiens  was  the  city  of  the  brave  Ambiani,  who  having  sent  a 
strong  force  to  oppose  the  victorious  Caesar,  were  at  last  obliged 
to  open  their  gates  to  this  mighty  conqueror.  Galling  as  was 
the  yoke,  it  was  alleviated  by  the  benefits  of  the  Roman  ma* 
nicipal  government,  with  its  magistracy  and  senate,  having  a 
share  in  enacting  the  laws  and  dispensing  justice.     Upon  {thp 
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introduction  of  Christianity  the  people  chose  their  own  bishops 
— ^a  right  they  had  ever  since  exercised,  save  when  obstructed  by 
violence  or  arbitrary  rulers.  After  the  Frank  conquest  near  the 
end  of  the  fifth  century,  the  powers  of  the  magistrates  were  ex- 
tended, the  senate  was  opened  to  all  citizens,  including  the 
clergy;  and  the  bishop,  whose  functions  before  were  scarcely 
more  than  spiritual,  became,  by  the  elective  vote  of  the  people, 
president  of  the  municipal  body,  and  thus  was  invested  with  a 
temporal  authority,  and  a  chief  influence  in  all  the  aifairs  of  the 
city.  The  Frankish  kings  also  established  in  this,  as  in  other 
principal  cities,  a  civil  and  military  governor,  called  a  count, 
who  exercised  the  powers  of  judge.  Charlemagne,  among  other 
beneficial  chauges,  created  judges  called  scabim,  who  were  elect- 
ed conjointly  by  the  count,  the  imperial  officers,  and  the  people, 
by  which  the  citizen  acquired  a  new  and  valued  right ;  the  politi- 
cal and  administrative  power  being  now  shared  by  the  bishop, 
the  count,  and  these  judges.  It  was  the  suspension  by  the 
counts  in  feudal  times  of  this  important  franchise,  with  other 
abuses  of  power,  that  led  the  burghers  of  Amiens  to  form  that 
compact  for  their  protection  called  the  commune.  This  was 
effected  at  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth  century  (1113),  when, 
revolting  against  the  encroachments  of  the  count  and  the  exac- 
tions of  the  viscounts  which  he  had  arbitrarily  substituted  for 
the  judges,  the  people,  excited  thereto  by  the  bishop,  and  sus- 
tained by  the  king,  Louis  VI.,  constituted  themselves  an  incor- 
poration, adopting  a  charter  which  served  as  a  model  for  many 
other  communes  in  the  North  of  France.  "  The  commune,"  says 
Thierry,  "  was  sovereign,  because  it  had  the  right  of  self-govern- 
ment by  its  proper  laws,  and  the  right  of  life  and  of  death  over 
all  its  members  ;  it  had,  following  the  language  of  the  ancient 
jurisprudence,  high,  middle,  and  low  justice.  Its  power,  legis- 
lative, administrative,  and  judicial,  was  delegated  by  it  to  a  corps 
of  elective  magistrates,  renewed  each  year,  and  whereof  the 
head  bore  the  title  of  mayor  (maire),  and  the  members  that  of 
ecAevin,  or  the  joint  titles  of  6chevin  and  previt.^^  King  Philip 
Augustus  confirmed  these  rights  by  a  charter  in  1190,  and  this 
ancient  form  of  government  still  subsisted  at  Amiens.  How  it 
had  become  a  great  commercial  city,  the  struggles  of  its  citi- 
zens in  all  the  centuries  past  to  preserve  their  privileges  against 
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domestic  and  foreign  enemies,  and  countless  other  incidents  of 
its  history,  are  not  essential  to  our  present  design. 

The  national  history  counted  its  centuries  before  the  Chris- 
tian  era ;  its  first  known  epoch  was  a  barbaric  age,  devoted  to 
war  and  the  bloody  rites  of  the  Druids,  or  the  religious  mysteries 
of  the. Gauls,  who,  to  propitiate  their  gods,  immolated  human 
captives.  The  Gauls  were  then  divided  into  three  nations — the 
Belgae,  Coltae,  and  Aquitani ;  the  first  being  of  German  extrac- 
tion, and  superior  in  physique,  energy,  and  courage  to  the  others. 
The  Gauls  told  Caesar  that  the  ancestors  of  the  Belgae  had 
crossed  the  Bhino  at  an  e^rly  date  and  appropriated  the  fertile 
country  north  of  the  Seine  and  Mame,  after  driving  out  the 
Celtae.  These  three  nations  were  subdivided  into  independent 
tribes,  as  the  Nervii,  the  Ambiani,  the  Veromandui,  the  Bello- 
vaci,  and  the  Suessiones,  all  of  the  Belgae,  and  all  tribes  of  Pic- 
ardy,  except  the  Nervii,  which  lay  next  northward. 

Five  centuries  of  Eoman  subjugation  formed  the  second 
epoch,  during  which  Gaul  was  civilized,  through  the  influence 
of  Roman  law,  letters,  and  arts,  and  of  Christianity.  Clovis, 
king  of  the  Franks,  overthrew  the  Eoman  power  in  486,  and 
founded  the  monarchy,  which,  despite  many  convulsions,  had 
subsisted  for  twelve  centuries.  A  dismal  period  of  anarchy  en- 
sued after  the  death  of  Clovis,  and  ended  in  the  dethronement  of 
his  race.  It  was  marked  by  the  corruption  of  the  church,  which 
had  allied  itself  to  the  civil  power,  and  by  the  rise  of  monasti- 
cism,  which  spread  over  Northern  Gaul  in  the  seventh  century. 

The  monarchy  rose  to  great  splendor  and  the  dignity  of  an 
empire  under  the  ambitious  but  wise  Charlemagne,  who  added 
two  kingdoms  to  France.  But  all  this  greatness  vanished  under 
his  weak  successors.  Rent  by  internal  dissensions,  a  general 
revolt  of  the  nobles,  and  the  inroads  of  the  piratical  Normans, 
the  mushroom  empire  soon  fell  asunder  ;  its  two  acquisitions, 
Italy  and  Germany,  resuming  their  separate  existence,  while 
France  proper  was  resolved  into  numerous  petty  governments, 
which,  ruled  by  hereditary  dukes  and  counts  under  what  was 
styled  the  Feudal  System,  subsisted  for  centuries  independent  of 
each  other,  and  so  far  of  the  crown  as  to  pay  it  scarcely  a  nominal 
homage.  Thus  arose  among  others,  in  the  ninth  and  tenth  cen- 
turies, the  proud  earldoms  or  counties  of  Flanders  (from  which 
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Artois  was  snbseqnently  taken),  Hainault,  Holland,  and  those 
which  afterwards  united  formed  Picardy  ;  besides  the  duchy  of 
Normandy,  founded  by  Rollo  and  his  Norsemen  out  of  their 
rich  conquests. 

This  localization  of  power  causing  many  domestic  wars,  with 
the  utter  humiliation  of  the  monarchy,  was  for  a  time  fatal  to 
social  order  and  progress.  But  this  state  of  things  ultimately 
found  its  remedy  in  the  perfecting  of  the  feudal  system,  the 
restraining  power  of  the  church,  the  rise  of  the  spirit  of  chival- 
ry, and  above  all  in  the  famous  Crusades,  whose  object  was  to 
wrest  the  land  of  Palestine  from  the  Mohammedan  power.  Con- 
ceived in  a  desire  to  end  the  cruelties  inflicted  by  the  Turks 
upon  Christians  going  on  pilgrimage  to  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  and 
first  set  on  foot  in  1095  by  a  Picard  called  Peter  the  Hermit, 
these  remarkable  expeditions  were  repeated  at  intervals  during 
two  centuries.  Monarchs  took  the  field,  and  the  chivalry  of 
France  and  the  Netherlands,  including  many  from  Normandy, 
Picardy,  Hainault,  Artois,  and  Flanders,  bore  a  distinguished 
part.  Directly  productive  only  of  disaster — a  prodigious  waste 
of  life  and  treasure,  and  naught  in  return  of  which  to  boast, 
beside  valorous  deeds,  but  a  brief  occupation  of  Jerusalem  by 
the  crusaders — ^the  Crusades,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  ultimately 
wrought  out  results  highly  beneficial  to  society.  By  impairing 
the  strength  and  resources  of  the  feudal  chiefs,  great  and  small, 
who  had  alike  squandered  all  they  had  on  these  costly  expedi- 
tions, the  way  was  opened  to  the  monarchy  to  regain  by  degrees 
its  control ;  and  to  the  cities  to  cast  off  their  allegiance  to  the 
counts  or  seigniors,  feudal  masters,  who  had  long  oppressed 
them^  and  to  accept  the  protection  of  the  king :  nor  did  the 
latter  relax  their  efforts  to  aggrandize  their  power  (a  policy 
begun  by  Louis  VI.,  crowned  in  1 108),  till,  by  the  use  of  diplom- 
acy and  force,  they  had  regained  their  supremacy  over  all  the 
French  territory  which  had  revolted  in  the  ninth  century,  ex- 
cepting only  the  Netherland  provinces  lying  north  of  Picardy. 
These  by  a  train  of  favoring  causes  had  fallen  to  the  dukes  of  Bur- 
gundy, and  through  them  to  the  crown  of  Spain  ;  thus  exposing 
to  this  rival  power  another  and  more  accessible  frontier,  where 
no  lofty  Pyrenees  opposed  a  difficult  barrier,  and  which  in  subse- 
quent wars  between  them  became  a  principal  theatre  of  hostilities. 
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But  the  eleration  of  the  sovereign  consequent  upon  the  cru- 
sades was  no  more  marked  than  that  of  the  subject.  Every- 
where the  bands  which  held  the  vassal  to  his  lord  were  sun- 
deredy  and  the  bondman  went  out  free.  The  dissipated  wealth 
of  the  feudal  aristocracy  had  found  its  way  largely  into  the 
coffers  of  the  merchants^  shipwrights,  mechanics,  and  manufac- 
turers. With  the  development  of  their  energies  and  resources 
the  cities  rapidly  advanced  toward  that  high  state  of  prosperity 
which  they  long  enjoyed,  until  arrested  by  the  persecutions  and 
civil  wars  of  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries.  The 
church  temporal  flourished,  or  at  least  the  clergy,  who  became 
rich  and  more  arrogant ;  the  churches,  with  the  monasteries  or 
abbeys,  already  enjoying  princely  endowments,  had  added  large- 
ly to  their  estates  from  those  of  the  crusaders,  who  had  mort- 
gaged or  sold  them  to  the  bishops,  etc.,  and  all  this  augmented 
by  the  recovery  of-  property  alleged  to  have  been  stolen  by  the 
feudal  lords.  From  this  profusion  of  wealth  at  the  church's 
command,  supplemented  by  generous  donations  from  the  noble 
or  affluent,  and  innumerable  offerings  by  the  common  people, 
were  built  the  magnificent  cathedrals  of  the  twelfth  and  thir- 
teenth centuries  ;  also  countless  new  monasteries  and  cloisters. 
Out  of  all  this  again  came  benefits  other  than  the  spiritual, 
which  latter  we  would  not  undervalue — amasses  of  mechanics 
and  workmen  had  bread,  while  the  large  demand  for  skilled 
architects  and  artisans  became  a  powerful  stimulus  to  many  im- 
portant branches  of  art  To  the  various  home  industries  thus 
created  or  quickened  were  added  at  this  period  many  useful  arts 
— not  to  speak  of  luxuries — through  the  opening  of  commercial 
intercourse  with  the  Oriental  countries  by  means  of  the  crusades. 

Yet  there  ensued  results  of  far  greater  magnitude — least  anti- 
cipated, though  essential  in  the  chain  of  progressive  events — 
when  a  nation,  till  then  but  little  given  to  foreign  commerce 
and  strangers  to  distant  sea  voyages,  having  become  a  thoroughly 
maritime  people,  through  the  acquired  arts  of  shipbuilding,  and 
of  navigating  the  ocean,  found  in  the  opportune  discovery  of  a 
new  western  continent  so  grand  a  field  for  exploration  and  con- 
quest, and  such  alluring  prospects  of  wealth,  that,  joining  in  the 
eager  strife  to  seize  and  possess  these  advantages,  they  became 
unwittingly  the  advanced  heralds  of  our  American  colonization  I 
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The  feudal  system^  under  which  during  the  crusades  and  the 
many  wars  of  the  Middle  Ages  the  military  art  had  acquired 
such  brilliancy,  had  crumbled  to  decay.  The  chivalry  had  long 
since  passed  its  palmy  days  ;  though  still  having  the  shadow  of 
an  existence  in  the  famous  semi-religious  order  of  St,  John  of 
Jerusalem,  instituted  in  the  Holy  City  during  the  crusades,  or 
as  afterwards  called  from  the  island  made  their  retreat  and 
headquarters,  the  Knights  of  Malta;  as  also  in  others  of  more 
modem  creation — in  France,  the  Chevaliers  des  Ordres  du  Roi, 
and  in  the  Netherlands  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Fleece.*  But 
the  spirit  of  chivalry,  bom  of  generous  impulses,  yet  perverted 
when  the  ardent  soul  of  the  knight-errant,  aglow  with  martial 
fire  and  thirsting  for  bold  adventure,  could  be  moved  to  court 
any  peril  in  cause  noble  or  trivial,  merely  to  win  an  approving 
smile  from  his  fair  lady-love,  had  lost  its  former  prestige,  but 
had  developed  a  more  general  and  enlightened  philanthropy. 
Time  had  stripped  feudalism  of  its  essential  feature — the  fasci- 
nating but  onerous  military  service.  The  weakened  nobility 
were  no  longer  to  be  depended  upon  by  the  crown,  and  the  feudal 
had  given  place  to  a,  paid  soldiery.  But  while  this  hard  condi- 
tion of  the  feudal  compact,  as  regarded  the  vassal,  was  thus  an- 
nulled, much  of  the  martial  spirit,  and  even  some  of  the  grosser 
features  of  that  system,  survived.  As  the  villages  had  generally 
sprung  up  either  upon  the  estates  and  about  the  castles  of  the 
nobility  whose  descendants  still  occupied  them  and  were  the 
lords  of  the  soil,  or  about  ancient  monasteries,  which  held  the 
fee  of  the  ample  domains  on  which  they  were  seated,  the  inhabit- 
ants of  these  villages,  mainly  tillers  of  the  ground,  were  largely 
tenants  either  of  the  nobility  or  clergy,  and  many  of  these  peas- 
ants, ''  to  the  manor  born,*'  were  still  under  the  old  vassalage. 
In  such  case  the  poor  ploughman  or  hedger  sighed  in  vain  for 
other  employment  or  better  wages  ;  virtually  tied  to  the  soil,  he 
was  as  much  a  fixture  as  his  humble  cottage,  or  the  old  village 
church  where  he  had  been  christened,  at  whose  altar  he  had  so 
often  bowed,  and  beneath  whose  shadow,  with  the  forgotten  of 
ages,  his  weary  frame  would  rest  at  last.     So  oppressive  were 

♦  Chevaliers  des  Ordres  du  Roi,  or  Knights  of  tfu  Kin^" s  Orders,  was  the 
general  designation  for  the  two  orders,  that  of  St.  Michel,  before  noticed, 
and  that  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  latter  instituted  by  Henry  III.,  in  157S. 
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these  bands,  even  in  Picardy  and  Normandy,  that,  waiving  the 
claim  which  birth  and  service  gave  him  npon  his  lord  for  pro- 
tection and  snpport,  the  bondman  would  often  abandon  his 
home  to  carve  out  a  fortune  elsewhere.  And  though  at  this 
time  the  relation  of  modem  landlord  had  been  widely  substituted 
for  that  of  the  feudal  superior,  yet  so  slow  was  this  process,  and 
so  strgng  a  hold  had  the  old  system  of  servitude,  that  it  survived 
till  the  French  Revolution,  when  it  was  wholly  abolished. 

The  more  favored  freemen  within  the  cities  and  towns,  im- 
bued with  a  spirit  of  progress  as  yet  unfelt  by  the  agricultural 
population,  and  engaged  in  lucrative  pursuits,  bore  more  easily 
the  heavy  imposts  levied  by  their  sovereigns  than  had  their  pre- 
decessors the  severer  exactions  of  feudalism,  though  not  indeed 
without  many  a  protest.  Society  at  large  also 'felt  their  influ- 
ence,  and  mainly  through  their  agency  had  been  consummated 
the  renaissance,  as  is  called  that  remarkable  and  universal  de- 
velopment, the  expansion  of  industnes,  the  diffusion  of  knowl- 
edge, the  revival  of  letters  and  arts ;  all  accelerated  by  that 
crowning  invention,  the  printing-press.  The  common  mind, 
liberated  and  awakened  to  higher  impulses,  ventured  to  roam  in 
new  channels  of  thought,  touching  even  the  intricate  subjects 
of  science  religion,  and  human  rights.  Thus  was  society  ripened 
for  the  great  moral  reform  of  the  sixteenth  century,  which  as 
respects  France  and  the  Netherlands  was  not  jnore  remarkable 
for  the  ability  and  piety  of  its  advocates,  for  the  breadth  and 
power  of  its  manifestation,  than  for  the  fiery  ordeal  to  which  its 
adherents  were  subjected,  and  the  ultimate  effects  of  this  sever- 
ity upon  the  welfare  of  other  countries. 

Momentous  as  was  this  struggle  both  in  character  and  conse- 
quences, we  must  confine  us  to  two  distinct  passages  in  its  his- 
tory which  bear  directly  on  our  subject.  The  one  will  show  by 
what  remote  causes  and  influences  were  gradually  developed  and 
put  in  motion  the  first  efforts  to  plant  the  seeds  of  civilization 
npon  the  Harlem  soil ;  the  other,  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  mass  of  the  Harlem  refugees  were  impelled  to  leave  France 
and  the  Netherlands,  involving  one  of  the  most  affecting  eras 
in  the  history  of  the  Huguenots,  but  which,  in  view  of  its  bear- 
ing upon  our  early  colonization,  has  not  been  given  its  due 
prominence  by  our  local  annalists. 
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CHAPTER   II. 


AVESNES     AKD     ITS     EXILES. 


THE  old  province  of  Picardy  took  in  a  strip  of  the  coast  from 
Calais  to  the  river  Canche.  But  its  major  portion  between 
the  Canche  and  the  Bresle,  and  through  which  flowed  the  Somme, 
stretched  eastward,  wedge-like,  from  the  Channel  to  Cham- 
pagne, having  on  the  north  the  Walloon  provinces  of  Artois, 
Cambresis,  and  Hainault,  and  on  the  south  Normandy  and  Isle 
of  France.  Its  easterly  sections,  Thierache  and  Vermandois, 
were  charmingly  diversified  by  wooded  heights,  which  however 
told  of  an  earlier  age  when  the  adjacent  Forest  of  Ardennes,  the 
"  Neur  Pai,''  or  "  Black  Country,"  of  the  Walloons,  spread  its 
sombre  shades  westward  over  this  region.  About  these  heights 
four  noted  streams  took  their  rise — the  Scheldt  and  Sambre, 
watering  the  Netherlands,  the  Somme  and  Oise,  rivers  of  Picar- 
dy ;  while  the  hills  here  diverged  in  four  several  chains  or 
ridges  which  parted  the  respective  valleys  or  basins  of  these 
rivers.  Altogether,  these  formed  a  most  remarkable  feature  in 
the  topography  of  the  country.  Often  sinking  to  slight  eleva- 
tions, rarely  did  these  ranges  exceed  an  altitude  which  in  our 
land  of  grander  proportions  would  mark  them  as  but  ordinary 
hills ;  yet  with  gentle  slopes  and  summits  mantled  in  woods  or 
vineyards,  and  here  and  there  rising  to  view  some  old  chdteau 
or  castle,  they  gave  a  charming  variety  and  beauty  to  these 
miniature  countries.  One  range,  crossing  the  eastern  borders 
of  the  Cambresis,  where  it  formed  the  large  and  venerable  forest 
of  Mourmal,  linked  with  stirring  events  soon  to  be  noticed, 
skirted  for  some  miles  the  valley  of  the  Sambre,  then  from  north- 
east wound  about  to  north-west,  cutting  in  halves  the  Duchy  of 
Brabant,  and  parting  the  basins  of  the  Scheldt  and  Meuse. 
Another  chain  diverging  westerly,  then  northward,  till  ending 
at  Gape  Gris-Nez,  on  the  Straits  of  Dover,  formed  the  bounds 
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between  Picardy  and  Artois.  A  third  ran  south-west,  crossing 
Picardy  obliquely,  then  westerly  through  Upper  Normandy,  to 
Cape  La  Heve,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Seine  ;  while  the  fourth, 
stretching  westward  through  Thi^racho  to  Champagne,  formed 
in  part  the  series  of  hills  which  onyironed  that  province  and  Isle 
of  Prance — the  basin  of  the  Seine — then  followed  the  southern 
borders  of  Normandy  to  Brittany.  Within  the  shadows,  so  to 
speak,  of  these  several  hill-ranges — in  Normandy,  along  the 
borders  of  the  Somme,  in  the  basin  of  the  Scheldt,  and  the 
valley  of  the  Sambre — were  the  homes  of  nearly  all  the  French 
refugees,  mostly  Picards  and  Walloons,  who  came  to  Harlem. 

Much  in  advance  of  the  districts  farther  south  were  these,  in 
most  of  the  externals  of  a  genuine  civilization  and  prosperity. 
It  was  due  jointly  to  their  greater  natural  resources,  and  to  the 
superior  organism  and  spirit  of  the  people.  Artois  and  Picardy 
both  abounded  in  grains,  grasses,  and  fruits  ;  the  one  signifi- 
cantly called  the  *'  Granary  of  the  Netherlands,'*  the  other,  tho 
"  Storehouse  of  Paris.*'  Flanders  was  renowned  world-wide  for 
the  products  of  her  looms.  Hainault,  the  *'  Saltas  Carbona- 
rius"  of  the  Eomans  (the  Coal  Forest),  was  rich,  not  only  in 
coal,  but  in  iron,  lead,  and  marble ;  while  the  grazing  lands, 
cornfields,  and  orchards  of  Normandy  were  in  unrivalled  repute. 
More  densely  populated  than  the  south,  this  northern  section 
exhibited  in  its  people  a  more  manly  development,  both  physical 
and  mental ;  in  stature  above  the  average  height,  and  more  in- 
telligent, logical,  inventive,  and  industrious,  better  fed,  housed, 
and  educated.  While  plodding  husbandry  tamely  drove  tho 
plough  through  the  mellow  soils  of  La  Beuce  and  Toureine, 
gathered  her  vintages  from  Burgundy  to  Languedoc,  and  fed 
her  flocks  on  the  green  meadows  of  Berry  and  the  sterile 
heaths  of  Brittany  and  Les  Landes ;  in  the  north  busy  trade 
and  manufactures,  enlisting  all  the  energies  and  resources  of 
people  and  country,  brought  to  most  a  competence  and  to  many 
aflBuence.  And  even  husbandry,  better  rewarded  for  its  toil, 
was  more  ambitious  and  successful. 

No  class  of  Gallic  blood  was  more  remarkable  than  the  Wal- 
loons, a  people  at  the  present  day  numbering  nearly  two 
millions,  and  mainly  included  within  France  and  Belgium. 
Time  has  wrought  but  slight  change  among  them,  but  we 
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needs  mnsfc  describe  them  as  they  were.  Theirs  was  a  belt  of 
country  extending  eastward  from  the  river  Lys,  beyond  both 
Scheldt  and  Meuse,  and  embracing  French  or  Walloon  Flan- 
ders, most  of  Artois,  the  Cambresis,  Hainault,  Namur,  South- 
em  Brabant,  and  parts  of  Liege  and  Luxemburg.  Within  the 
last  lay  the  principality  of  Sedan,  stretched  along  the  east  side 
of  the  Meuse,  on  which  the  city  of  Sedan,  its  strong  capital, 
was  seated.  A  fruitful  region,  and  in  the  sixteenth  century  an 
independent  Protestant  state,  it  attracted  many  of  the  persecut- 
ed Walloons  during  the  religious  troubles  of  that  period.  The 
northern  limits  of  the  Walloon  country  would  have  been  nearly 
defined  by  a  line  drawn  from  the  city  of  Liege,  on  the  Meuse,  to 
Calais.  On  the  south  it  was  bounded  by  Picardy,  Champagne, 
and  Lorraine,  provinces  which  in  the  times  referred  to  com- 
posed the  French  frontier.* 

The  Walloons  were  a  hardy,  long-lived  race,  tall,  stout,  and 
muscular ;  in  which  respects,  quite  unlike  the  ordinary  French, 
they  compared  batter  with  their  neighbors  the  Flemings,  but 
again  were  readily  distinguished  from  the  latter  both  by  their 
physiognomy  and  their  speech,  which  last  was  a  crude  French 
patois,  spoken  by  them  unchanged  for  centuries,  and  still  in 
common  use  among  them.     Of  strong  intellects,  manly  bear- 

*  The  term  Walloon  is  derived  from  the  word  Gaul^  which  the  Germans, 
by  an  etymological  substitution  of  W  for  the  Latin  G,  changed  into  Wahl^ 
and  in  the  plural  Wahlen ;  the  Low  Dutch  making  it  Waal  and  Waalen, 
Bat  we  observe  that  both  German  and  Dutch,  in  speaking  of  the  Walloons, 
more  commonly  used  the  adjective  form,  saying  the  PValscAe— that  is,  the 
Walsche  people.  The  old  Germans  applied  this  term  indiscriminately  to  all 
the  Romanized  people  along  their  western  and  southern  borders,  not  the 
Gauls  only,  but  the  Romans  ;  giving  their  several  countries  the  name  of 
Walschland,  as  the  Germans  designate  Italy  even  to  this  day  ;  and  which 
term  is  also  traceable  in  the  Swiss  canton  of  Vallais,  in  the  old  canton  of 
Bern,  north  of  Lake  Leman,  or  Geneva  (embracing  the  Pays,  now  canton, 
of  Vaud),  and  (skipping  the  two  provinces  of  Alsace  and  Lorraine,  early  over- 
run by  German  tribes)  as  far  to  the  north  as  Walloon  Brabant.  The 
French  themselves  used  the  term  Walloon  (by  them  written  Wallon,  or 
Ouallon)  only  with  reference  to  the  French-speaking  people  of  Belgic  de- 
scent, occupying  their  northern  frontiers,  within  the  Walloon  country. 
The  term  Walsche  was  so  restricted  by  the  Hollanders ;  and  by  Walsch- 
land,  or  Walslant,  as  they  wrote  it,  they  meant  the  Walloon  country,  and 
not  the  more  distant  Pays  de  Vaud,  as  was  wrongly  held  by  Mr.  Vander- 
kempt,  who  should  have  been  better  informed,  in  making  his  translation 
of  the  Dutch  records  at  Albany.  Almost  any  of  the  old  Dutch  histories  will 
show  the  correct  usage,  but  one  will  suffice,  Van  Metercn,  Amsterdam,  1652, 
foL  40,  etc. 
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ing,  a  sagacious,  practical,  and  laborious  people,  they  were  also 
noted  for  the  plainness  of  their  tastes,  manners,  and  dress. 
These  several  traits  were  clearly  traceable  to  their  ancestors,  the 
old  Belgse,  their  descent  from  whom  was  also  unmistakable  in 
their  coolness  and  pertinacity,  so  in  contrast  with  the  excita- 
bility and  fickleness  characterizing  the  French  of  proper  Celtic 
blood.  It  was  these  qualities,  combined  with  a  natural  love  of 
arms,  and  the  courage  inherited  from  their  ancestors,  whom 
Caesar  describes  as  the  bravest  of  all  the  Gauls,  that  made  the 
Walloons  such  famous  soldiers.  Ever  tenacious  of  their  rights, 
and  thus  excessively  litigant,  they  were  yet  hospitable  and 
social,  possessing  much  of  the  French  vivacity.  In  domestic 
life  they  lacked  no  element  of  solid,  homespun  comfort :  the 
plain,  substantial  domicile,  roofed  with  tile  or  thatch  ;  a  bare 
floor,  but  genial  hearth-stone,  with  ample  pile  of  blazing  wood, 
or  turf,  as  it  suited  ;  the  oaken  board,  set  with  brown  ware  or 
pewter,  with  goodly  supply  of  simple,  wholesome  food — this 
satisfied  the  Walloon  ambition  in  the  line  of  living.  Song,  or 
instrumental  music,  of  which  they  were  excessively  fond,  com- 
monly enlivened  the  social  hour.  They  were  very  devout,  and 
as  a.  people  intensely  attached  to  the  Roman  ritual. 

The  Walloon  emigrations  of  the  sixteenth  century,  already 
referred  to,  went  largely  by  way  of  the  Scheldt,  the  Meuse,  and 
tbeir  affluents,  to  Holland.  Skirting  interiorwise  the  districts 
which  were  the  homes  of  our  refugees,  the  Meuse  flowed  north- 
erly, then  swept  westward  around  Brabant,  reaching  the  sea  by 
several  outlets  between  the  insular  parts  of  South  Holland.  It 
is  unsurpassed  for  bold  and  grand  scenery,  which  beginning 
near  Sedan,  is  heightened  t^)  the  sublime  as  it  reaches  Namur, 
where  the  Sambre  enters  it.  Towering  walls  of  rock,  now  bare, 
now  clad  in  rich  foliage,  rise  on  either  side  ;  while  here  and 
there  huge  cleft  or  ravine  opens  to  view  some  far-reaching  and 
romantic  vale,  or  dark  unfathomed  dell — fitting  retreat  either 
for  fabled  sprites  or  fairies,  or  stem  feudal  chiefs,  who  once  took 
tribute  of  each  passing  vessel.  Weird  stories  are  woven  around 
its  fantastic  forms  and  crumbling  castles ;  for  example,  the 
popular  legend  of  the  Fox  and  Wolf,  drawn  seemingly  from  that 
fierce  rencounter  of  the  year  900,  when  the  shrewd  Benard, 
Count  of  Hainault,  with  his  compatriots,  slew  the  tyrant  Zwendi- 
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bold.  King  of  Lorraine.  But  stranger  tales  were  those  of  the 
sixteenth  century — of  crafts  richly  freighted,  but  not  with 
merchandise,  stealing  down  its  favoring  current,  bearing  the 
victims  of  persecution,  Protestant  Walloons  from  the  adjacent 
districts,  to  a  land  of  safety.  One  such  family  of  exiles  will 
claim  our  notice  and  enlist  our  sympathies. 

The  famed  and  picturesque  Sambre  was  a  principal  branch  of 
the  Mouse,  and  had  its  sources  in  that  wild  corner  of  Picardy 
called  Thi6rache,  which  joined  upon  Hainault.  Flowing 
northerly,  it  entered  the  province  just  named,  near  the  border 
of  the  Cambresis,  soon  passing  the  city  of  Landrecy  ;  whence 
taking  it^  course  north-easterly  through  a  rugged,  wooded  coun- 
try, it  left  again  the  confines  of  Hainault  before  joining  the 
Meuse.  A  league  below  Landrecy  it  received  the  Petit  Hepre, 
and,  several  miles  beyond,  the  Grand  Hepre ;  these  sister  streams 
gently  coursing  their  way,  in  nearly  parallel  currents,  down 
from  the  principality  of  Chimay,  a  few  leagues  eastward. 
Between  these  two  streams  lay  the  Land  of  AvesneSy  an  ancient 
baronial  estate,  whose  chief  town,  seated  on  the  Qrand  Hepre, 
six  miles  from  its  mouth  and  eight  leagues  directly  south  of 
Mons,  is  one  with  the  present  Avesnes,  capital  of  an  arrondisse- 
ment  of  the  saijie  name  in  the  departement  Du  Nord,  France. 
Paris  is  123  miles  to  the  south-west. 

The  town  lay  mainly  upon  the  left  or  south  bank  of  the  river, 
which  was  not  navigable,  and  within  an  uneven,  but  here  quite 
open  country,  save  that  to  the  north  of  the  town  the  vietv  was 
intercepted  by  the  Hedge  of  Avesnes,  as  was  popularly  called  a 
line  of  pretty  heights  studded  with  forest  trees,  a  spur  of  the^ 
historic  Ardennes,  and  which  followed  the  course  of  the  stream 
westward  to  the  Sambre. 

This  old  town  dated  from  the  eleventh  century,  when  Werric, 
sumamed  with  the  beard,  a  bold  feudal  chieftain,  lord  of  Leuze, 
near  the  Haine,  and  who  had  inherited  the  lands  between  the  two 
Hepres,  given  to  his  ancestor  by  the  Count  of  Hainault,  erected 
a  castle  upon  the  most  northerly  of  these  streams,  midway 
between  its  outlet  and  the  even  then  venerable  abbey  of  Liessies, 
which  was  seated  on  the  same  stream  six  miles  above  the  castle. 
About  this  castle  the  town  had  grown  up.  As  a  "  key  of  Hain- 
ault,*' it  was  guarded  with  jealous  care  by  the  later  counts,  ita 
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lords  paramount ;  but  cut  ofif  in  a  manner  by  the  **  Hedge/' 
was  much  exposed  to  aggi*ession  from  the  French  border,  whicti 
was  less  than  two  leagues  distant.  Nor  was  it  spared,  during  a 
long  period  in  which  its  ownership  was  vested  in  titled  subjects 
of  Fi-ance,  from  too  often  becoming  common  plunder  ground  ; 
since  among  these  warlike  proprietors  were  some  of  the  most 
renowned  knights  of  the  chivalric  ages,  whose  varied  and  often 
stern  fortunes  it  had  largely  shared.  But  at  the  period  of  which 
we  write  it  had  withstood  the  rude  blasts  of  five  centuries ; 
trusting  to  the  old  Latin  chronicle  left  by  Baudouin  of  Avesnes, 
who  laid  him  to  rest  in  1289. 

•  The  old  clock  in  the  belfry  that  so  faithfully  struck  the  hour 
was  not  all  that  was  striking  about  the  town  :  equally  so  to  the 
eye  was  the  prevailing  architecture,  plain,  durable,  betraying  its 
Walloon  character,  if  not  a  high  antiquity.  Solid  as  the  old 
stone  houses  at  our  Kingston  or  Hurley,  built  by  the  Walloon 
settlers,  few  of  the  buildings  were  grand  or  even  ornamental ; 
and  the  streets  were  ill -arranged — only  one,  near  and  parallel 
with  the  river,  running  its  whole  length,  crossed  midway  by 
another  at  right  angles,  while  most  of  the  other  angles  were  any 
thing  but  right ;  and  around  the  venerable  cathedral  St. 
Nicholas,  in  the  eastern  and  plainly  the  oldest  section  of  the 
town,  some  of  its  "  squares"  took  the  most  eccentric  and  origi- 
nal forms — circular,  wedge-like,  and  awry  !  Yet,  "  oppidum 
elegans  admodum  et  ceUber,^^  says  a  learned  monk  of  1G55 ; 
"  a  very  handsome  and  celebrated  town.^^ 

Many  things  at  Avesnes,  surviving  its  partial  ruin  by  Louis 
Xl.  in  1477,  still  wore  both  a  militant  and  a  religious  aspect. 
The  remains  of  the  old  feudal  castle  hoary  with  age  ;  the  smithy 
of  the  armorer,  whose  forge  and  skill  could  fit  you  a  trusty 
blade  or  battle-axe,  a  helmet  or  a  coat  of  mail ;  the  significant 
sign-board,  on  which  the  Walloon  youth,  ambitious  of  arms, 
read  in  rouchi  fran^is,  his  own  rude  patois.  Sword  and  Hal- 
berd TAUGHT  HERE.  It  had  its  sacrcd  crosses,  its  religious 
houses,  and  its  collegiate  church,  or  cathedral  already  named, 
the  latter  endowed  in  1534  with  a  chapter — or  dean,  provost, 
and  dozen  canons — through  the  benevolence  and  piety  of  the 
Lady  of  Avesnes,  Louise  d^Albret,  widow  of  its  former  proprie- 
tor. Lord  de  Oroy.    Here  were  convents  of  the  Franciscans,  both 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


HISTORY  OF  EARLEBt,  Zi 

of  monks  and  nuns,  mendicants  whose  austere  life  and  vow  ol 
porerty  gaye  them  great  favor  with  the  people  ;  and  here  also 
was  a  coTigregatiffn  seculihre,  or  society  of  Beguines,  a  less  strict 
order,  composed  of  worthy  matrons  passing  their  waning  years 
in  partial  seclusion  from  the  world,  in  teaching  the  young,  and 
in  works  of  charity.  Devout  indeed  were  its  people.  Catholics 
of  a  loyal  type,  as  was  apparent  from  the  number  and  reputed 
wealth  of  the  clergy,  and  the  many  abbeys  and  chapters  sup- 
ported by  the  country  at  large,  from  which  their  superior,  the 
ducal  archbishop  of  Cambray,  drew  a  liberal  stipend. 

Traces  of  a  former  vassalage  were  yet  visible  among  this  peo- 
ple ;  but  the  innumerable  wars  that  had  marked  their  history 
had  served  to  foster  the  martial  spirit  and  love  of  liberty  derived 
from  their  ancestors.  Yet  liow  cramped  the  ideas  of  liberty 
among  a  people  so  intolerant  of  opinions  opposed  to  the  teach- 
ings of  the  church,  so  submissive  to  lords  and  masters  not  of 
their  own  choosing,  but  holding  by  inheritance,  or  marriage,  or 
even  by  purchase  1  But  now  they  were  drawn  to  worthier  pur- 
suits than  the  shedding  of  blood — to  productive  industry,  and 
mainly  to  those  solid  and  useful  branches  of  labor  in  a  degree 
peculiar  to  the  Hainaulters,  and  well  suited  to  develop  their 
large  and  sinewy  frames,  and  to  make  the  positive  characters 
the  Walloons  were.  They  wrought  in  timber,  iron,  and  stone, 
and  the  fine,  white,  sculptor's  marble  found  in  their  quarries* 
Others  worked  the  collieries,  tanneries,  and  potteries  scattered 
over  the  district,  or  in  mills  for  expressing  vegetable  oils  from 
flax  and  rape  seed  and  beech  mast.  The  abundant  forests  sup- 
plied  building  timber,  firewood,  and  charcoal  for  a  large  traflSc. 
The  pastures  nourished  some  fiocks  and  herds.  Sheep-rearing 
and  flax-growing  gave  activity  to  the  woollen  and  linen  workers, 
whose  loom  or  spinning-wheel  in  its  accustomed  niche  in  the 
owner's  dwelling  rarely  ceased  its  hum  or  clatter  in  working 
hours. 

The  well-preserved  annals  of  Avesnes  gave  witness  to  the  war- 
like proclivities  of  its  feudal  lords,  around  whom  as  its  centre 
and  soul  all  its  history  clustered.  Their  brilliant  exploits,  re- 
hearsed by  admiring  vassals,  and  transmitted  down  from  age  to 
age  in  legend  and  song — what  a  stimulus  to  that  courage  and 
martial  spirit  to  which  we  have  alluded  !    A  famous  roll  it  was 
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of  these  lords  and  dames  of  eighteen  generations,  who  had  ruled 
Avesnes  since  Werric  with  the  heard  reared  his  castle  there,  and 
all  of  whom  could  boast  his  Belgic  blood. 

It  told  of  bold  Thierry,  son  of  Werric,  whose  hache,  or  axe, 
subdued  (and  whence  its  name)  the  adjoining  district,  Thier- 
ache ;  of  his  nephew  and  successor,  Goswin  d'Oisy,  proud  cas- 
tellan of  Cambray,  who  essayed  to  strengthen  Avesnes  and  bid 
defiance  to  his  liege  lord  of  Hainault,  only  submitting  after  a 
fierce  battle  of  three  days  on  the  banks  of  the  Sambre  ;  of  the 
equally  stem  warrior  Gautier  Plukellus,  who  had  succeeded  his 
uncle  Goswin,  and  was  slain,  1147,  in  an  attack  on  the  castle  at 
Mons ;  also  of  his  son  Nicholas,  who  built  the  castle  at  Lan- 
drecy,  and  his  son  Jacques  d' Avesnes,  *'  the  most  renowned, 
wealthy,  and  daring  knight  of  this  country,'*  and  a  famous  cru- 
sader, who  in  1191  fell  in  battle  id  the  Holy  Land,  fighting  the 
Saracens  under  Saladin.  Among  the  succeeding  lords  were  two 
Hughs,  counts  of  St.  Paul,  also  Louis  Count,  of  Blois,  who  was 
slain  at  the  disastrous  battle  of  Cressy,  whither  he  went  to 
oppose  the  invading  English,  with  his  wife's  father,  the  gallant 
Sir  John  de  Hainault,  whose  fame  is  sung  by  Froissarc.  Sad 
the  story  which  was  related  of  a  son  of  Louis,  the  brave  and 
generous  Guy,  one  of  the  most  afiiuent  of  the  lords  of  Avesnes, 
who,  forced  to  sell  his  inheritance  of  Soissons  to  effect  his  re- 
lease when  a  dreary  captive  in  England  and  later  his  earldom 
of  Blois  to  satisfy  luxurious  living,  died  m  1397,  in  comparative 
penury,  at  Avesnes  ;  this  estate  passing  to  his  cousin  John  of 
Brittajiy,  son  of  the  unlucky  Charles  of  Blois,  who.  in  a  famous 
contest  to  establish  his  right  to  Brittany  had  lost  both  his 
duchy  and  his  life  at  the  battle  of  Auray.  A  granddaughter  of 
John  of  Brittany,  Frances,  Dame  or  Lady  of  Avesnes,  gave  this 
estate  with  her  hand  to  Alain  d'Albret,  one  of  the  most  puis- 
sant nobles  of  France,  and  after  her  death  the  unsuccessful 
suitor  of  the  much-wooed  duchess,  Anne  of  Brittany,  subse- 
quently the  wife  of  two  kings.  It  was  Louise,  Lady  of  Avesnes, 
Lord  Alain's  daughter,  who  in  1495,  by  wedding  Charles  de 
Croy,  Prince  of  Chimay,  placed  the  Land  of  Avesnes  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Croys.  The  latter  was  an  old  Picard  family  ;  but 
when  Picardy  was  under  Philip  Duke  of  Burgundy,  Jean  de 
Croy,   grandsire  of  Charles,  attached  himself  to  that  potent 
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duke,  who  made  him  a  knight  of  the  Golden  Fleece^  when  he 
first  instituted  that  order  at  Bruges  in  1430.  Charles  took  his 
title  from  the  estate  of  Chimay,  to  which  he  fell  heir  in  1482  on 
the  death  of  his  father  Philip,  and  which  was  erected  into  a 
principality  four  years  later  by  the  Emperor  Maximilian,  whose 
son  Philip,  King  of  Spain,  conferred  on  the  new  prince  the  ad- 
ditional honors  of  the  Golden  Fleece.  It  was  a  singular  pride, 
a  result  of  their  training  under  the  feudal  relation,  felt  by  the 
subjects  in  such  marks  of  distinction  bestowed  on  their  chief  ; 
and  how  often  told  and  retold  as  household  stories,  and  further 
that  the  prince  had  held  the  infant  Charles  V.  at  the  baptismal 
font,  and  given  him  his  name,  and  subsequently  received  from 
that  emperor  and  king  a  costly  helmet  wrought  in  silver  and 
gold,  and  how  after  him  his  family  enjoyed  substantial  proofs 
of  that  monarch's  favor !  Frances,  Lady  of  Avesnes,  eldest 
daughter  and  heiress  of  the  prince,  marrying  her  kinsman  Philip 
de  Croy — for  their  parents  were  cousins — the  latter  took  the 
estates  on  the  death  of  his  father-in-law  in  1527,  the  next  year 
further  securing  the  land  of  Avesnes  to  his  house  by  a  release 
obtained  from  Henry  d'Albret,  King  of  Navarie,  cousin  to  his 
wife,  and  grandfather  of  Henry  IV.  of  France. 

Since  Avesnes  fell  to  the  house  of  Croy  no  less  than  five  wars 
between  France  and  Spain  had  successively  convulsed  these  ex- 
posed borders.  In  the  earlier  of  these  contests  Philip  de  Croy, 
now  Prince  of  Chimay  and  Knight  of  the  Fleece,  rendered  im- 
portant service  with  his  Walloon  troop ;  and  Charles  V.  in  1533 
showed  his  love  for  his  **  nephew'*  by  giving  him  the  title  of 
Duke  of  Arschot,  from  an  estate  he  held  in  Brabant.  In  the 
destructive  war  of  1543,  armies  of  Francis  I.  overran  this  part 
of  Hainault,  holding  Landrecy  against  a  siege  of  six  months, 
conducted  by  Charles  in  person  ;  but  peace  ensuing  the  next 
year,  France  restored  to  Spain  its  several  conquests,  soon  after 
which  Landrecy  was  detached  from  Avesnes,  and  ceded  to  the 
crown  by  the  Duke  of  Arschot,  who  meanwhile  had  been  created 
a  grandee  of  Spain.  After  his  decease  in  1549,  leaving  his 
heirs  such  rich  possessions  and  dignities,  the  family  of  Croy  be- 
came "  of  greatest  revenue  and  authority  of  any  in  Belgium." 
Philip,  second  duke,  now  enjoying  his  father's  titles  and  estates, 
including  Avesnes,  had  great  influence  in  goxemmental  affairs. 
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as  had  also  his  brother,  Charles  Croy,  Marquis  of  Havre,  in 
Hainault ;  in  which  province  their  no  less  proud  and  aspiring 
cousins,  the  Counts  Lalain,  seemed  born  to  the  gubernatorial 
seat.  Great  destinies  were  in  the  grasp  of  this  influential  fam- 
ily. Time  was  to  eliminate,  as  one  of  the  results,  an  humble 
transatlantic  enterprise,  to  which  some  of  their  bom  subjects 
were  to  contribute. 

Hainault  was  to  have  its  share  in  that  bloody  struggle  witii 
despotism  which  rent  the  Netherlands  in  the  sixteenth  century. 
Spain  now  ruled  these  provinces  as  with  a  rod  of  iron.  This 
policy  began  with  Charles  V.,  and  culminated  under  his  son, 
Philip  II.  One  oppressive  measure  after  another,  subversive  of 
their  civil  rights,  had  reduced  the  inhabitants  to  a  subjection 
well  nigh  absolute. 

The  religious  reform  which  was  rife  in  France  and  Germany 
had  also  spread  through  the  Netherlands,  but  met  with  deadly 
opposition  from  the  ruling  powers,  civil  and  ecclesiastical,  being 
subjected  to  every  cruel  means  for  its  suppression  that  these 
con  Id  exert,  among  which  was  the  infamous  system  of  espionage 
and  torture  known  as  the  Spanish  Inquisition.  The  Walloons 
were  of  all  others  most  inveterate  in  their  religious  attachments. 
But  being  essentially  French,  and  living  in  close  proximity  to 
France,  the  Calvinistic  views  had  found  early  entrance  among 
them  and  many  warm  adherents.  As  a  people,  their  loyalty  to 
the  crown  had  been  much  shaken  by  the  grave  inroads  upon 
their  ancient  rights  and  form  of  government.  The  Walloon, 
ever  impatient  of  subjection — whence  the  boastful  proverb,  that 
"  Hainault  is  subject  only  to  God  and  the  sun'* — beheld  with 
the  utmost  jealousy  his  country  brought  under  the  dominion  of 
foreign  tyrants,  every  part  of  it  swarming  with  Spanish  soldiers, 
whose  presence  and  arrogance  so  spirited  a  people  could  ill 
brook  ;  while  the  vile  Inquisition  thrust  upon  them,  and  work- 
ing dismay  and  death  among  those  indulging  the  new  doctrines, 
was  repulsive  and  terrible,  even  to  many  of  the  Catholics  them- 
selves. 

At  Avesnes,  which  since  the  year  1559  had  had  a  Spanish 
garrison,  the  new  religion  found  no  toleration  ;  yet  nevertheless 
some  of  ite  worthy  people,  members  of  its  old  family  De  Forest 
included,  had  embraced  the  new   faith,  though  this  exposed 
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them  to  immioent  peril ;  for  woo  to  him  who  dared  avow  that 
heresy  or  quit  the  old  church. 

Beyond  the  Samhre,  within  the  borders  of  the  Cambresis,  was 
the  handsome  forest  of  Mourmal,  consisting  of  heights  covered 
with  oaks.  With  a  breadth  of  six  miles  it  stretched  northward 
as  many  leagues,  from  the  bounds  of  Vermandois  in  Picardy,  to 
near  Bavay,  the  ancient  capital  of  the  Nervii.  At  its  western 
edge,  on  the  Selle,  an  affluent  of  the  Scheldt,  five  leagues  from 
Oambray  and  two  west  of  Landrecy,  stood  the  small  city  of  Le 
Cateau,  or  The  Castle,  so  called  from  its  very  old  tower  built  by 
Bishop  Erluin.  The  Cambresis  being  a  fief  of  the  German  Em- 
pire, Le  Gateau,  through  the  favor  of  the  emperors,  had  long 
enjoyed  immunities  and  privileges  of  which  its  citiaens  were 
justly  proud. 
For  the  space  of  some  years  many  of  its  good  burghers  and 

.  their  families  had  talked  together  freely  and  earnestly  about  the 
holy  Scriptures  ;  but  with  great  secrecy,  fearing  persecution  if 

,  it  were  known  to  any  not  in  sympathy  with  them.  Unobserved 
they  made  visits  to  the  neighborhood  of  Bohain,  a  city  up  the 
Selle,  in  Vermandois,  to  hear  the  evangelical  preaching ;  also 
to  Tapigny,  in  Thi^rache,  and  even  as  far  as  Grespy,  near  Laon, 
and  Chauny,  on  the  Oise  ;  only  to  return  with  stronger  faith  in 
the  gospel  plan  as  found  in  the  Scriptures,  and  utterly  dissatis- 
fied with  their  old  belief.  The  new  doctrines  thus  spread  quiet- 
ly but  surdy,  and  the  whole  town  was  leavened  with  them. 

So  it  stood  when  Archbishop  de  Berghes,  who  was  lord  tem- 
poral as  well  as  spiritual  of  the  Cambresis,  in  order  to  check 
tiie  growing  disaffection  to  the  church,  fulminated  an  edict 
against  the  practice  of  attending  the  so-called  Beformed  preach- 
ing, reading  heretical  books,  or  chanting  the  psalms  of  Marot 
and  Beza.  To  this  little  regard  .was  paid,  and  two  years  passed 
by.  Then  it  was  repeated,  and  its  execution  enjoined  upon  all 
magistrates.  A  case  was  soon  found.  Certain  burghers,  who 
with  their  wives  and  children  had  attended  the  preaching  of 
Bev.  Pincheart,  at  Honnechy,  a  village  south  of  Le  G&teau,  near 
Fremont,  on  the  line  of  Picardy,  were  tried  and  sentenced  to  be 
banished.  This,  and  other  attacks  by  the  archbishop's  officers 
upon  the  rights  of  the  people  of  Le  CAteau,  led  to  popular  meet- 
ings and  strong  remonstrances  on  the  part  of  the  latter.     The 
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numbers  of  tlie  Beformed  meanwhile  had  rapidly  increased,  and 
Eev.  Philippe,  minister  of  the  church  of  Tupigny,  by  invitation 
preached  for  them  many  times  in  the  faubourgs  of  the  city,  and 
organized  a  church,  with  a  consistory  of  ten  members.  On 
August  18th,  1566,  a  deputation  from  the  archbishop  visited  the 
town,  and  held  grand  mass  in  the  Church  of  St.  Martin,  when 
Dr.  Gemelli  harangued  the  people,  threatening  them,  shoald 
they  not  at  once  return  to  the  Roman  Church  and  make  peace 
with  the  archbishop,  with  a  ruin  as  dire  as  that  which  over- 
whelmed Jerusalem.  Then  a  conference  was  held  in  the  town- 
hall  ;  but  the  appeals  of  the  learned  doctor  fell  powerless  upon 
men  who  valued  God's  truth  more  than  an  archbishop's  favor. 
Two  days  after  this,  the  Dean  of  Avesnes,  anxious  for  some  of 
his  own  flock  who  had  left  his  fold,  visited  Le  Cateau  on  his 
return  from  an  interview  with  the  archbishop,  and  reiterated 
in  the  ears  of  the  burghers  what  dangers  hung  over  them  all, 
the  good  with  the  evil ;  but  to  all  his  arguments  they  gave 
so  brave  a  response  from  the  Scriptures  that  ho  accomplished 
nothing. 

In  the  midst  of  many  trials  of  patience,  from  the  repeated  in- 
terference of  the  castellan  and  magistrates  with  the  exercise  of 
their  religion,  the  news  reached  Le  Cateau  August  25th,  from 
Valenciennes,  a  large  Walloon  town  fifteen  miles  northward, 
that  the  people  there  had  cast  out  all  the  images,  relics,  and 
other  symbols  of  Bomanism  from  their  churches,  and  that  the 
same  had  also  been  done  in  many  other  cities.  This  startling 
intelligence  brought  together  that  evening  a  large  concourse  of 
people  with  torches  in  the  cemetery  of  St.  Martin,  to  discuss 
this  new  posture  of  affairs.  Very  early  the  next  morning  Rev, 
Philippe  arrived,  and  meeting  with  the  consistory  at  the  house 
of  Claude  Raverdy,  it  was  resolved  after  discussion  to  follow 
the  example  of  those  of  Valenciennes,  and  clear  the  churches  of 
the  objects  deemed  offensive,  beginning  at  St.  Martin's.  So  to 
St.  Martin's  they  went,  Philippe  and  a  few  others,  pulled  down 
the  images  and  altars,  and  burnt  them,  with  all  their  ornaments, 
and  the  missals,  anthem  books  and  others  relating  to  the  mass  ; 
the  like  being  done  in  all  the  other  churches,  both  in  the  city 
and  faubourgs.  This  ebullition  of  iconoclastic  zeal  has  been 
much  condemned ;  but  if  the  Reformed,  where  largely  in  the 
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majority  as  at  Le  C4teau,  claimed  the  right  to  order  their  wor- 
ship as  best  pleased  them,  who  may  qnestion  it  ? 

After  this  work  of  expnrgation,  a  large  number  of  the  citizens 
gathered  in  the  Church  of  St.  Martin  to  hear  a  sermon  from 
Hey.  Philippe  ;  many  others  also  from  the  neighboring  villages 
being  present,  who  had  come  to  the  grain  market.  He  also 
baptized  three  infants,  and  in  the  afternoon  another. 

Thongh  the  citizens,  Beformed  and  Catholics,  had  wisely 
agreed  not  to  harm  each  other  on  account  of  religion,  the  suc- 
ceeding months  were  those  of  great  public  excitement.  Two 
Huguenots  being  held  prisoners  in  the  neighboring  village  of 
Troisrille  by  the  castellan  and  ^hevins  of  Le  Cateau,  David  du 
Four  and  others  went  with  arms  and  liberated  them.  These 
magistrates  finding  themselves  powerless  retired  to  Cambray, 
leaving  the  field  to  the  Beformed.  The  latter  chose  new  muni- 
cijml  officers,  and  put  the  city  in  a  better  state  of  defence. 
Pastor  Philippe  continued  his  services  at  St.  Martin's.  Three 
couples  were  joined  in  marriage  December  15th,  one  of  the 
brides  being  the  daughter  of  Jean  da  Forest,  then  living  at  Le 
C&teau.  On  Christmas  the  church,  to  their  joy,  celebrated  the 
Lord's  Supper  in  the  city  ;  whereas  hitherto  they  had  gone  to 
Valenciennes,  or  to  Premont  or  Tupigny,  and  even  as  far  as  St. 
Quentin  and  Laon. 

The  next  spring  a  teiTible  stroke,  planned  by  the  archbishop, 
fell  upon  Le  Cateau.  On  March  24th,  1567,  two  hundred  cava- 
liers, led  by  the  noted  Count  of  Mansfield,  soon  after  made 
Governor  of  Avesnes,  surrounded  the  city.  The  gates  being 
secured,  the  people  made  a  good  defence  from  the  ramparts, 
pastor  Philippe  going^from  gate  to  gate  to  encourage  them. 
But  an  entrance  being  gained  through  treachery,  the  city  was 
taken.  Philippe  and  his  deacon  were  the  first  victims  :  the 
one,  after  a  cruel  beating,  was  hung ;  the  other  beheaded.  The 
pastor's  wife  was  subjected  to  gross  treatment.  Many  execu- 
tions followed  during  the  ensuing  month.  One  was  that  of 
David  du  Four,  before  named.  He  was  a  tailor  at  Le  C4teau, 
and  only  twenty-two  years  of  age.  But  on  his  examination  he 
with  firmness  declared  that  "  he  paid  more  regard  to  his  salva- 
tion and  to  God,  than  to  men."  He  and  four  others  were  hung 
on  April  9th.     The  Beformed  who  saved  their  lives  were  now  in 
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great  affliction.  An  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  archbishop  and  the 
Soman  Church  being  imposed  on  the  citizens,  such  as  could  not 
take  it  were  expelled  from  the  city.  The  Beformed  Church,  if  it 
survived  there,  existed  only  in  secret. 

Hope  was  awakened  the  following  year.  The  i)er8ecution8 
under  the  royal  governor,  the  bloody  Duke  of  Alva,  had  become 
so  insufferable,  that  in  1568  the  more  northerly  provinces  broke 
out  in  revolt,  and  took  up  arms  under  the  lead  of  that  noble 
patriot,  William  of  Orange.  Fortune  at  first  did  not  favor,  and 
the  prince,  with  a  depleted  but  heroic  band,  concluded  to  join 
the  Huguenot  army  in  Prance.  Passing  Le  C&teau,  he  "  ob- 
tained a  slight  and  easy  victory*^  over  the  Spaniards  at  that 
plaoe.  But  the  city  being  well  defended  by  the  archbishop's 
soldiers,  and  Alva  pressing  hard  on  his  rear,  the  great  patriot, 
whose  triumph  yet  lay  in  the  future,  was  constrained  to  pass  on. 

Brighter  were  the  prospects  when,  eight  years  later,  the 
Walloons  struck  for  their  liberties.  Unable  longer  to  bear  the 
outrages  heaped  upon  them,  these  at  length  appealed  to  arms, 
joining  the  Flemings  and  Hollanders  in  the  effort  to  drive  the 
Spaniards  from  the  country ;  for  which  a  formal  league  was 
made  at  Ghent,  November  8th,  1576.  Sustained  by  '*  almost  all 
the  nobility  of  Hainault  and  Artois/'  the  Walloon  people. 
Catholic  and  Reformed,  joined  heartily  in  the  common  cause. 
With  the  latter  class,  now  numerous,  especially  in  the  cities  and 
towns  on  and  near  the  Scheldt,  this  struggle  was  of  highest  im- 
port, not  only  appealing  to  their  patriotism,  but  holding  out  the 
promise  of  religious  toleration  in  case  victory  crowned  their  arms. 
But  this  gleam  of  hope,  bright  as  a  passing  meteor,  was  equally 
transient.  The  struggle  was  maintained  but  two  short  years, 
when  the  Walloon  leaders,  cajoled  by  royal  emissaries,  and  ex- 
cited to  jealousy  of  their  compatriots  the  Dutch,  first  refused  to 
contribute  further  of  men  or  means  ;  then  renounced  the  con- 
federacy, and  privately  formed  a  separate  league,  January  6th, 
1579,  in  which  Walloon  Flanders,  Artois,  and  Hainault  uniting, 
promised  to  stand  by  the  king  and  adhere  to  holy  church.  In 
a  reconciliation  with  the  king  and  renewal  of  their  allegiance 
which  followed  on  September  4th  ensuing,  the  heads  of  the 
provinces  aforesaid,  pledged  themselves  to  extirpate  heresy. 

Thus  a  death-blow  was  given  to  Walloon  liberty,  while  the 
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Spanish  caase  secured  the  active  sapport  of  the  Catholic  Wal- 
loons, both  nobles  and  people  ;  turning  their  weapons  against 
their  deserted  friends,  the  Hollanders  and  Flemings,  in  their 
life  and  death  struggle.  Indeed,  the  king  found  no  readier  re* 
cruits  nor  better  soldiers  than  the  Walloons  ;  **  a  people,"  says  a 
contemporary  writer,  '^  taking  delight  in  war,  and  whom  the 
Spaniards  might  safely  make  use  of  in  all  dangers." 

As  a  sequence,  Holland,  Zeeland,  Gelderland,  and  other  prov- 
inces, by  a  union  published  at  Utrecht,  January  29th,  1579, 
formed  the  free  republic  known  as  the  Seven  United  Provinces  ; 
achieving  their  independence  after  a  long  and  obstinate  struggle. 
But  the  remaining  Netherlands,  part  unwilling,  part  unable  to 
shake  off  their  fetters,  relapsed  into  a  more  servile  bondage  to 
Spain  and  the  Papacy.  By  the  king's  great  clemency,  the  Prot- 
estant Walloons  were  allowed  two  years  in  which  either  to 
return  to  the  bosom  of  the  church  or  leave  the  country.  Shut 
up  to  this  alternative,  thousands  sought  safety  in  exile. 

Arschot,  and  the  Croys  and  Lalains,  all  deeply  implicated  in 
the  late  revolt  against  the  Spaniards,  whom  at  heart  they  de- 
voutly hated,  were  yet  among  the  most  active  in  promoting  the 
submission  of  1579,  and  now  the  Spanish  cause  had  nowhere 
more  zealous  partisans.  And  they  were  pledged  to  root  out  the 
new  religion,  toward  which  they  had  only  waxed  more  bitter 
since  their  cousin  Antoine  de  Croy  had  embraced  it  and  attached 
himself  to  the  fortunes  of  Admiral  Coligny  ;  and  another  kins- 
man, William  Bobert,  Prince  of  Sedan,  had  generously  opened 
his  gates  to  their  persecuted  and  fleeing  subjects,  with  whose 
faith  and  trials  he  was  in  sympathy.  How  opposite  a  character 
the  Duke  of  Arschot,  the  ambitious,  selfish  courtier,  whose  frown 
was  to  be  dreaded  by  the  Huguenots,  more  especially  those  who, 
living  on  his  own  domains,  were  directly  subject  to  his  imperi- 
ous will ! 

In  the  keeping  of  such  were  the  destinies  of  Avesnes.  The 
region  round  had  indeed  felt  the  blighting  effects  of  the  late 
war.  It  was  invaded  in  the  spring  of  1578  by  Don  John,  Alva's 
successor,  who,  advancing  from  eastward  up  the  valley  of  the 
Sambre  with  his  destroying  army,  captured  the  chief  places  in 
revolt,  as  far  as  Berlaimont,  eight  miles  north-west^of  Avesnes, 
with  many  small  towns  '^  commodious  for  quartering  the  army  ;" 
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then  again  moving  eastward^  he  took  Beaumont^  a  seat  of  the 
Dake  of  Arschot,  six  miles  south  of  the  Sambre ;  also  Chimay, 
in  which  was  the  young  prince,  the  duke's  son,  and  his  troop 
of  horse,  these,  by  courtesy,  being  allowed  to  march  out  with 
their  carbines.  Then  storming  Philipville,  the  Don  departed, 
leaving  his  general,  Gonzaga,  with  horse  and  infantry  to  guard 
these  frontiers ;  a  duty  he  well  performed,  dispersing  several 
parties  from  France  coming  to  the  aid  of  the  Belgian  patriots, 
while  he  also  scoured  and  wasted  the  country  to  the  very  corn- 
crops  in  the  field. 

But  this  was  as  nothing  to  a  people  inured  to  the  chances  of 
war,  or  the  general  impoverishment  to  which  they  were  now  re- 
duced ;  while  there  was  hope  of  deliverance.  But  upon  the 
ignominious  submission  of  the  Walloon  nobles  to  the  Spanish 
yoke,  with  the  crushing  blow  thus  given  to  the  cause  of  patriot- 
ism and  religious  liberty  ;  and  the  successes  of  the  Spanish  arms 
in  the  Cambrcsis,  which  reduced  the  few  places  still  held  by  the 
malcontents,  to  whom  no  mercy  was  shown— the  Reformed 
realized  their  desperate  situation,  and  hastened  to  act  upon  the 
proffered  alternative,  abjuration  or  flight ! 

Deeply  involved  in  these  trying  scenes  were  some  of  the  Do 
Forests  already  noticed,  and  of  whom  much  remains  to  be  said. 
The  family,  judging  from  its  numbers,  had  been  some  time 
seated  at  Avesnes,  where  members  of  it  still  resided  many  years 
later.  So  much  is  well  attested,  though  there  is  no  redundance 
of  details.  Of  Aveshes  we  have  drawn  the  sketch  as  it  had 
been  and  now  was  ;  the  little  world  beyond  which,  probably, 
they  had  never  far  roamed,  till  forced  to  it  by  the  untoward  cir- 
cumstances here  related.  Past  are  those  blithe  and  budding 
years,  spent  in  childish  gambols  along  its  rippling  streams  and 
through  its  oaken  groves,  or  in  listening  to  those  winning  tales 
of  olden  times  about  the  lordly  tenants  of  the  castle,  whose 
gray,  dilapidated  walls  still  linked  so  closely  the  present  with  the 
past,  till  its  martial  annals  were  as  household  words.  Maturer 
life,  with  its  stern  realities,  has  also  brought  more  tender  attach- 
ments and  domestic  cheer  as  Heaven's  kind  gifts  and  the  fruit 
of  arduous  but  welcome  toil — and  which,  despite  life's  corrod- 
ing cares,  have  multiplied  the  ties  of  home,  kindred,  and  friend- 
ships, which  now  can  grow  neither  stronger  nor  dearer.     But 
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what  a  change  in  the  times  and  in  their  prospects  ?  They  have 
heard,  have  embraced  those  soul-saving  truths,  revealed  as  they 
believe  from  heaven  ;  and  leaving  the  confessional  and  the  mass, 
altars  at  which  they  had  so  blindly  knelt,  have  cast  in  their  lot 
with  the  devout  but  despised  Huguenots.  Their  kindred  adher- 
ing only  more  closely  to  the  old  church,  there  is  a  wide  breach, 
and  would  it  were  only  in  sentiment !  Dangers  surround  the 
Huguenot  portion,  and  the  safety  of  themselves  and  little  ones 
of  tender  years  depends  upon  an  immediate  flight.  In  the  face 
of  grave  difficulties,  they  have  renounced  the  altars  and  faith  of 
their  fathers,  and  what  heart-struggles  it  cost  them  none  may 
know  but  those  who  are  led  to  relinquish  a  belief  in  which  they 
have  been  trained  and  educated  from  youth  to  manhood.  Now 
they  lack  not  courage  to  accept  the  issue,  to  follow  the  utmost 
mandate  of  duty,  though  home  endearments  must  give  place  to 
a  painful  exile.     Noble  proof  of  their  faith  and  piety  ! 

Sedan,  on  the  Meuse,  whither  many  were  going,  offered  the 
nearest  retreat ;  and  thither  also  went  the  De  Forests,  some 
sixty  miles  south-eastward  by  way  of  the  French  border.  Though 
the  exact  date  of  their  exode  has  not  been  found,  collateral  cir- 
cumstances assign  it  to  the  period  directly  succeeding  the  Wal- 
loon submission.  Not  to  anticipate  the  important  rSle  reserved 
for  this  exiled  family  when  they  shall  again  come  to  our  notice 
under  better  auspices,  we  dare  venture  an  opinion  that  it  will 
justify  this  effort,  imperfect  though  it  be,  to  illustrate  the  more 
obscure  portion  of  their  history. 
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OUR  SETTLERS  PROM  FRANCE  AND  WALSLANT. 


AN  eventful  century  in  the  affairs  of  France  had  rolled  its 
round  since  the  collegiate  halls  of  the  Sorbonne  at  Paris 
echoed  the  first  notes  of  the  Reformation  uttered  by  the  learned 
and  inspired  Le  Fevre.  That  period,  radiant  with  hope  and 
promise,  which  directly  followed  the  accession  of  Francis  I.,  and 
in  which  the  Reformed  doctrines,  joyfully  embraced  by  the  sober, 
thinking  classes,  were  rapidly  disseminated  over  all  France,  had 
been  succeeded  (1625)  by  terrible  persecutions,  when  at  times  the 
whole  land  seemed  fairly  to  reek  with  the  blood  of  martyrs. 
Forced  thereto  in  self-defence,  the  Huguenots  took  up  arms  in 
1562.,  whence  ensued  a  ruthless  civil  war,  which  raged  with  only 
brief  intervals  for  over  thirty  years,  during  the  reigns  of  Charlejs 
IX.,  Henry  III.,  and,  in  part,  of  Henry  IV.  Assuming,  as  then 
and  there  was  unavoidable,  the  double  character  of  a  politico- 
religious  conflict,  which  involved  in  its  toils  king  and  clergy, 
noblesse  and  people,  these  long-protracted  and  bloody  wars  ex- 
hausted the  country  and  reduced  it  to  the  verge  of  ruin.  Only 
by  this  heroic  stand,  however,  were  the  Huguenots  able  to  main- 
tain even  a  recognized  existence  in  the  land  ;  but  when  the 
King  of  Navarre,  their  old  leader,  distinguished  on  many  a 
battle-field,  had  fought  his  way  to  the  throne  as  Henry  IV.,  he 
issued  in  1598  that  famous  decree  for  the  pacification  of  his 
kingdom,  called  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  which  threw  its  protecting 
aegis  over  the  Huguenots,  and  gave  them  a  season  of  peace  and 
prosperity  such  as  they  enjoyed  at  no  other  period.  A  knowl- 
edge of  what  this  Edict  pledged,  and  how  its  pledges  were  vio- 
lated in  the  succeeding  reigns,  will  help  us  to  understand  the 
proper  status  of  the  Huguenots  in  the  time  of  our  refugees. 

The  Edict  was  based  on  a  limited  toleration,  but  was  *^  the 
best  that  the  state  of  the  times  allowed.''    It  declared  a  full 
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lunnesty^  conceded  to  the  Hngnenots  liberty  of  conscience,  made 
them  eligible  to  all  public  offices  and  dignities,  and  for  their  pro- 
tection provided  special  chambers  within  the  local  parliaments, 
the  chief  being  the  **  Chamber  of  the  Edict/'  in  the  Parliament 
of  Paris.  They  were  allowed  to  build  and  maintain  churches 
and  schools  in  all  places  where  these  had  been  permitted  by 
former  edicts.  But  this  did  not  apply  to  episcopal  or  any 
walled  cities,  saving  only  La  Bochelle  and  a  few  other  strongly 
Huguenot  towns,  which  for  their  security  they  were  suffered  to 
hold  under  the  Edict.  Further,  all  lords,  nobles,  and  other  per- 
sons of  the  pretended  Reformed  religion,  holding  a  tenure  by 
knight's  service,  or  having  the  powers  of  a  civil  and  criminal 
magistrate  within  their  seigniory  or  manor,  might,  after  due 
notice  to  the  king's  officers,  and  having  the  place  registered, 
hold  religious  services  at  their  principal  residence,  or  cause  it  to 
be  held  for  their  families,  stibjects,  and  all  who  shaU  vrish  to 
attend. 

The  last  was  a  most  important  concession.  The  places  other- 
wise assigned  the  Beformed  in  which  to  erect  churches  and 
schools  were  but  few  and  scattered,  and  to  multitudes  ia  distant 
localities  proved  of  no  benefit ;  but  under  the  friendly  shelter 
of  private  castles  and  manor-houses  many  suspended  churches 
could  be  regathered  and  new  ones  organized,  as  was  done ; 
though  often  only  by  persistent  effort  and  in  the  face  of  violent 
opposition,  because  the  Beformed  worship  was  seldom  tolerated 
nearer  any  sizable  town  than  from  three  to  five  miles,  and  for  its 
peaceful  enjoyment  the  faithful  were  often  obliged  to  journey  as 
many  leagues.  Laboring  under  the  same  disabilities  in  regard 
to  schools,  it  was  creditable  to  their  parental  fidelity  that  the 
secular  education  of  their  children  was  cared  for  equally  with 
their  religious  training  ;  and  hence  we  notice  that  nearly  all  of 
our  refugees  had  enjoyed  advantages  and  were  good  penmen. 
Under  the  Edict  the  Beformed  were  not  exempt  from  such  bur- 
dens and  annoyances  as  the  payment  of  tithes  to  the  parish 
priest,  and  the  closing  of  their  business  places  and  suspension 
of  all  out-door  and  noisy  labor  on  the  oft-recurring  festival 
days,  when  they  must  join  in  decorating  the  fronts  of  their 
houses  in  honor  of  the  occasion,  or  permit  it  to  be  done  by  the 
official  persons — and  to  all  which  it  was  dangerous  to  object* . 
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Briefly,  these  were  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  Huguenot 
population  under  the  Edict,  during  the  halcyon  days  of  Henry 
the  Great.  But  trouble  began  with  his  assassination  in  1610  ; 
an  event  which  excited  the  utmost  alarm  among  the  Reformed, 
who  in  the  change  of  rulers  saw  reason  to  apprehend  a  change 
of  policy  fatal  to  their  interests.  In  vain  the  queen-mother,  as 
regent,  in  the  name  of  the  young  Louis  XIII.,  as  also  that  king 
himself,  on  assuming  the  reins  of  power  in  1614,  tried  to  allay 
these  fears  by  professing  a  purpose  to  maintain  the  Edict  of 
Nantes.  Concini,  an  Italian  favorite,  being  elevated  to  the 
position  of  prime-minister,  the  government  from  the  first  was 
wholly  under  Jesuit  influence,  which  was  regaining  itself  in  the 
country ;  while  the  king,  in  1615,  by  the  arbitrary  dissolution 
of  the  old  States-General  or  national  parliament,  that  "  guar- 
dian of  the  public  liberty,"  for  which  he  substituted  an  assem- 
bly composed  of  more  pliant  materials,  plainly  foreshadowed  the 
imperious  policy  which  he  had  marked  outy  and  by  which  he 
sought  to  centre  all  power  in  himself ;  thus  giving  east  to  an 
administration  characterized  by  a  French  writer  of  that  day- as 
*'^  the  most  scandalous  and  dangerous  tyranny  that  perhaps  ever 
enslaved  a  state." 

Soon  followed  the  predicted  change  of  policy  touching  the 
Huguenots,  which  first  planned  by  the  Archbishop  of  Paris,  was 
now  seconded  by  the  ambitious  Charles  d' Albert,  Duke  de 
Luynes,  who,  with  the  blood  of  Concini  fresh  upon  his  hands,  had 
supplanted  the  latter  in  the  favor  of  the  king,  and  also  as  prime- 
minister.  It  was  to  humble  the  Huguenots  and  take  away  their 
power  of  self -protection,  by  wresting  from  them  their  fortified 
towns  and  their  political  organization,  which  latter  Henry  IV. 
had  sanctioned  as  a  means  of  conserving  their  interests,  through 
their  general  assemblies.  The  new  government  looked  with 
jealousy  upon  these  assemblies,  some  of  whose  acts  at  this  fever- 
ish juncture  were  dictated  rather  by  passion  than  cool  judg- 
ment, and  these  indiscretions  were  made  a  ground  for  the  high- 
banded  course  to  which  the  government  now  resorted. 

At  the  bare  mention  of  the  new  policy,  which  the  Catholic 
pulpits  everywhere  zealously  lauded,  all  the  old  animosity 
against  the  Beformed  again  burst  forth,  bearing  fruit  in  numer- 
ous acts  of  violence,  both  in  the  towns  and  rural  districts.     The 
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first  aggressive  step  taken  by  the  king  was  in  1620,  when  he 
ordered  the  Catholic  worship  to  be  restored  in  Beam,  a  part  of 
Southern  France,  where  for  sixty  years  the  Reformed  had  been 
the  only  I'eligion.  Being  opposed  as  a  flagrant  breach  of  the 
Edict,  the  king  invaded  Beam  to  enforce  his  decree  by  the 
bayonet.  The  Huguenots  flew  to  arms,  thp  cautionary  cities 
acting  with  great  spirit ;  and  war  desolated  the  Protestant  com- 
munities of  Beam,  Guienne,  and  Languedoc.  The  royal  arms 
were  only  too  successful.  But  Montpellier,  chief  city  of  Lan- 
guedoc, having  been  taken  by  siege,  and  the  regiments  of  Picardy 
and  Normandy  set  at  work  to  level  its  defences,  here  a  peace 
was  proposed,  and  concluded  October  19th,  1622.  Only  La 
Bochelle  and  Montauban,  of  all  their  strong  places,  now  re- 
mained to  the  Huguenots. 

Deeply  interested  were  the  Reformed  at  the  north  in  the 
struggles  of  their  co-religionists  in  arms,  and  scarce  dissembling 
their  sympathies  they  fared  as  accomplices,  being  "  given  over 
to  the  hatred  of  the  governors,  the  military  commandants,  the 
priests,  and  the  populace.''  Mob  outrage  was  common  ;  the  fine 
temple  at  Charenton,  near  Paris,  was  pillaged  and  bumt^  • 
though  rebuilt  at  the  public  charge  after  the  peace.  The  gov- 
ernment disarmed  the  Huguenots  of  St.  Quentin  and  others  in 
Picardy,  many  of  whom  in  1621  retired  to  Geneva,  Sedan,  and 
England. 

The  hollow  peace,  as  it  proved,  was  ignored  by  Cardinal  Riche- 
lieu, who  became  prime-minister  in  1624.  His  grand  idea,  the 
unity  of  France  and  the  supremacy  of  the  church  and  monarchy, 
involved  the  prosecution  of  the  war  against  the  Huguenots,  and 
the  restless  state  of  that  people  became  the  pretext.  La 
Rochelle  must  be  reduced,  and  was  at  length  invested  by  power- 
ful armies.  The  resistance  was  heroic,  lasting  a  year  and  three 
months,  while  half  its  population  died  of  famine  and  disease. 
Then  it  was  forced  to  capitulate,  October  28th,  1628. 

Great  excitement  prevailed  during  this  siege  among  the 
Huguenots  at  the  north,  who,  under  the  guise  of  visiting,  attend- 
ing weddings,  etc.,  often  met  to  confer  together  about  their 
affairs.  Hence  exaggerated  rumors  which  reached  the  king's 
camp  of  conspiracies  in  Lower  Normandy  (about  Caen  and  the 
Bessin),   and    in    Picardy  and  Champagne.      The  king  had 
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demanded  of  the  people  of  Amiens  to-  send  to  his  camp  five 
hundred  cloth  suits  and  as  many  pairs  of  shoes ;  but  the  serge- 
makers,  indignant  at  this  demand^  threatened  the  king's  officer, 
who  fled  by  night  from  his  lodgings  while  the  mob  threw  his 
coach  into  the  Somme. 

But  Richelieu  followed  up  his  successes.  Montauban,  in  the 
heart  of  Southern  France,  was  also  reduced  early  in  1629,  and 
its  defences  razed.  All  the  Huguenot  strongholds  were  now  in 
the  king's  hands,  and  the  last  civil  war  was  at  an  end.  The 
"Edict  of  Grace,"  so  called,  •  issued  the  same  year,  fixed  the 
condition  of  the  Protestants.  Submission  and  loyalty  were  the 
specious  terms  on  which  they  should  continue  to  enjoy  their  re- 
ligious privileges.  But  well  they  knew  that  this  meant  nothing 
less  than  an  absolute  subjection  to  the  royal  will,  with  no  ability 
to  ward  off  any  further  aggression  upon  their  rights,  since  they 
were  robbed  of  their  only  safeguard — ^that  material  power  on 
which  had  depended  the  security  of  their  persons,  property,  and 
religion. 

Alarmed  and  grieved  as  were  the  Protestants  at  seeing  their 
cause  thus  utterly  ruined,  their  trials  were  only  beginning,  for 
they  were  now  to  be  subjected  to  a  course  of  proscription,  which, 
growing  more  and  more  oppressive,  was  at  length  to  become  in- 
supportable. Deserted  by  nearly  all  the  nobility,  and  gradually 
ousted  from  government  service  and  from  most  of  the  civil 
offices,  there  was  still  this  gain — that  they  were  freed  from  the 
temptations  and  snares  of  political  life,  which  rendered  so  many 
idle  and  dissolute  ;  while  restricted  in  their  pursuits  to  agricul- 
ture, to  trade,  and  the  industrial  arts,  they  were  repaid  by  a  new 
development  of  their  industry,  and  additions  to  their  wealth. 
Even  the  infertile  soils  of  the  south,  by  dint  of  their  toil,  were 
made  to  wave  with  bounteous  harvests.  As  merchants  and 
manufacturers  their  integrity  and  proficiency  was  known  and 
recognized  in  other  lands.     Nevertheless  they  were  ill  at  ease. 

Anachronisms  in  regard  to  the  Huguenots  easily  occur  from 
inattention  to  the  order  of  events,  or  to  the  many  diverse  phases 
of  their  history.  The  period  to  which  wo  have  now  arrived- — 
the  era  proper  of  our  refugees — was  to  them  and  their  compeers 
fraught  with  no  such  promise  as  that  which  ushered  in  the 
reformation  ;  nor  yet  a  reign  of  persecutions  dire,  as  that  which 
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[mmediately  succeeded.  In  the  past  the  few  bright  years  of 
Henry  IV.  came  up  in  the  memories  of  long  and  dismal  civil 
wars  as  a  little  oasis  in  the  almost  boundless  desert  waste. 
These  wars  being  ended,  they  were  now  entered  upon  a  term  of 
thirty  years,  having  the  semblance  of  rest,  but  with  its  deep  un- 
dercurrents of  unrest.  Even  then  was  foreshadowed  (but  our 
refugees  did  not  wait  to  see  it)  that  final,  doleful  epoch,  open- 
ing about  1661  with  the  destruction  of  temples  or  churches,  with 
arr^s  du  conseily  for  excluding  the  Reformed  from  trades  and 
professions,  etc.,  and  closing  with  the  Revocation  of  the  Edict  of 
Nantes  in  1685,  with  dragoons,  dungeons,  and  galleys  ;  causing 
multitudes  of  these  purest  and  noblest  of  the  land — artisans, 
tradesmen,  professors,  and  divines — ^to  escape  to  other  countries, 
which  were  thus  enriched  by  their  industries,  their  talents,  and 
their  piety. 

Hence  our  refugees  lived  in  times  of  but  semi-repose,  in  which 
painful  memories  of  the  past  gave  ghastly  form  and  reality  to 
the  graver  presentiments  of  the  future.  True,  it  was  an  age  of 
more  enlightenment  and  less  fanaticism  than  those  preceding, 
but  the  popular  aversion  to  the  Huguenots  had  not  essentially 
lessened.  It  had  only  in  a  degree  transferred  itself  from  their 
creed  to  their  position  as  a  social  class.  They  were  an  unpopu- 
lar minority,  having  peculiarities  repulsive  to  the  habits  and 
tastes  of  the  people  at  largo.  Their  views,  feelings,  and  mode  of 
life,  their  strict  discipline,  the  simplicity  of  their  worship,  and 
scrupulous  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  afforded  nothing  in  com- 
mon with  those  within  the  pale  of  the  dominant  church.  To 
them  the  Huguenot  appeared  reserved,  rigid,  and  even  haughty. 
His  very  gravity  was  thought  to  betoken  a  felt  superiority.  He 
claimed  to  be  controlled  by  a  purer  faith,  a  better  code  of 
morals.  Intelligence,  discrimination,  and  independence,  as  well 
as  piety,  were  essential  supports  to  the  religious  tenets  he 
avowed  and  maintained.  He  valued  and  improved  his  freedom 
to  inquire  and  interchange  opinions  upon  matters  of  church 
polity,  and  questions  of  doctrine  and  discipline,  as  well  as  those 
affecting  his  civil  rights.  Keeping  within  the  limited  circle  of 
his  home  and  people,  and  wont  to  deny  himself,  the  Huguenot 
yielded  but  sparingly  to  the  luxury  in  which  others  indulged. 
Thus  order  and  economy  ruled  both  his  house  and  business,  and 
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brought  him  thrift  In  his  frugality  of  liying,  and  in  the  time 
6aved  from  useless  festivals  for  needful  toil,  he  found  a  temporal 
gain.  His  industry  and  business  assiduity  seemed  ever  to  re- 
proach his  neighbors  with  their  slackness  and  improvidence  ; 
and  envy  of  his  superior  intelligence,  advantages,  and  prosperity 
too  commonly  showed  itself,  after  the  loss  of  his  military  and 
political  significance,  in  an  air  of  triumph  over  his  humbled  con- 
dition.  He  still  trusted  for  protection  to  his  legal  charter,  the 
Edict  of  Nantes  ;  but  this  soon  lost  its  prestige  with  the  courts. 
His  greatest  fear  was  from  the  covert  designs  of  government  and 
clergy  to  effect  his  ruin  ;  the  latter  ever  and  anon  reiterating 
their  demands  for  new  restraints  upon  the  Reformed.  In  1630 
began  systematic  efforts  to  reclaim  them  to  the  church  by  means 
of  convertisseurSy  who  were  paid  a  definite  sum  for  every  prose- 
Ijrte ;  and  in  1635  Richelieu  created  in  each  province  a  Royal 
Intendant,  ^^  to  promote  a  stronger  national  unity,"  but  which 
meant  the  use  of  all  means  for  suppressing  the  religion.  These 
officials,  chosen  with  special  reference  to  their  fitness,  dispensed 
their  authority  with  rigor,  and  first  instigated  those  severe  and 
effective  measures  eventually  employed  to  complete  the  ruin  of 
the  Huguenots.  The  decisions  of  the  Intendant  were  invariably 
adverse  to  the  Huguenot.  And  it  was  usually  so  in  questions 
which  came  before  the  local  parliaments  ;  the  rule  obtaining  in 
the  various  tribunals,  that  the  Reformed  had  no  rights  except  by 
sufferance.  Law  and  fact  were  wrested  against  them  ;  every 
severe  sentence  became  a  precedent ;  and  so  by  one  restriction 
after  another  nearly  all  of  value  that  the  Edict  of  Nantes  had 
pledged  was  taken  away  long  before  the  Edict  was  formally 
rescinded.  With  a  painful  sense  of  insecurity,  it  became  an  ever- 
present,  momentous  question  with  this  afflicted  people,  how  to 
avert  the  greater  calamities  which  passing  events  so  plainly  fore- 
shadowed, except  by  quitting  their  country. 

What  this  question  involved  we  may  not  apprehend.  The 
bitter  conflict  going  on  within,  as  the  stricken  man  pursued  his 
daily  avocation,  was  often  known  only  to  his  family  and  his 
God.  Thrice  dear  to  him  was  his  country,  so  venerable  in  an- 
tiquities,  heroic  in  deeds,  romantic  in  legends ;  all  that  was 
charming  in  stream  and  landscape,  genial  in  the  air,  and  gen- 
erous in  the  soil ;  all  that  was  prized  in  institutions  and  cos- 
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toms,  in  social  and  home  endearments.  His  religious  ideas  had 
not  weakened,  but  only  in  one  direction  changed  his  attach- 
ments. With  a  sort  of  aristocratic  pride  he  cherished  the  hered- 
itary records  of  the  virtue,  constancy,  or  piety  of  his  ancestors 
who  had  suffered  for  the  faith.  These  were  the  letters  of  his 
nobility.  They  were  links  binding  him  only  the  more  closely 
to  his  native  soil,  which  had  grown  dearer  with  every  trial  or 
loss  ho  had  been  called  to  endure,  and  each  act  of  arbitrary 
power  designed  to  force  him  from  its  bosom.  But  the  very  act 
of  leaving  was  hedged  with  difficulties  :  business,  property,  and 
personal  effects  were  more  easily  sacrificed,  than  converted  into 
available  means.  The  younger  class,  with  few  such  entangle- 
ments, found  a  change  much  easier  than  did  their  seniors  ;  and 
hence  the  emigrations  at  this  era  consisted  very  largely  of  the 
former. 

Those  spasmodic  flights  of  the  Huguenots  under  some  great 
and  sudden  terror — of  which  there  had  been  many  in  the  course 
of  their  history,  when  multitudes  by  families,  and  of  every  age 
and  class,  left  hastily  for  foreign  lands,  had  ceased  with  that 
which  took  place  on  the  fall  of  La  Rochelle  and  Montauban, 
when  the  final  blow  was  dealt  to  the  civil  power  of  the  Hugue- 
nots. For  the  thirty  years  ensuing,  and  during  which  most  of 
the  Harlem  refugees  sought  other  lands,  the  emigration  was  not 
large,  but  of  a  valuable  character.  The  removals  were  usually 
undertaken  thoughtfully  and  heroically — in  general,  as  just 
said,  by  a  young  and  enterprising  class — in  the  belief  that  the 
time  had  come  to  leave  a  country,  where,  surrounded  by  so 
many  hostile  elements,  it  was  especially  difficult  for  them  to 
live,  Mid  which  threatened  to  become  worse  instead  of  better. 
Their  eyes  naturally  turned  toward  Holland,  England,  and 
America,  as  more  hospitable  lands,  and  the  chief  emigration 
was  to  those  countries  from  the  marine  provinces,  Picardy, 
Normandy,  and  those  south  of  them,  for  which  their  numerous 
seaports  afforded  every  facility. 

The  West  Indies,  inviting  both  for  climate  and  fruitfulness, 
were  becoming  the  resort  of  many  for  whom  the  cold  region  of 
Canada  had  no  attractions.  Removals  to  these  islands  had  been 
going  on  under  the  direction  of  a  company  formed  at  Paris  in 
1626,  at  the  instance  of  M.  d'Enambuc,  who  the  year  before  had 
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visited  the  island  of  St.  Christopher,  in  a  brigantine  from 
Dieppe.  There  he  planted  the  first  colony  in  1627,  and  which 
became  the  nursery  of  others  afterwards  formed  on  the  adjacent 
islands.  In  1635,  Martinique  was  oocupied  by  a  hundred  old 
and  experienced  settlers  from  St.  Christopher.  But  D'Enambuc 
died  ;  in  1640  Jesuit  missionaries  arrived  at  Martinique  (where 
were  then  near  a  thousand  French,  "without  mass,  without 
priest,*')  and  reluctantly  admitted  by  the  governor  and  people, 
heightened  the  public  dissensions  which  broke  out  in  the 
islands,  and  which  grew  so  violent  five  years  later,  especially  in 
Martinique,  that  many  of  the  Huguenots  were  glad  to  get  back 
to  Europe ;  these  going  mostly  to  Holland,  and  some  of  them, 
as  the  Casier  family,  of  Calais,  eventually  finding  a  more  tran- 
quil  abode  at  Harlem.  We  shall  allude  to  these  again  before 
concluding  our  account  of  the  homes  and  wanderings  of  our 
refugees.* 

Home  ! — fancy  is  ever  swifter  than  pen  or  pencil  to  draw  the 
picture.  The  old  familiar  spot  around  which  the  heartstrings 
entwine,  endeared  by  many  tender  associations,  perchance  made 
sacred  by  its  sanctified  sorrows.  And  how  bitter  the  moment 
when  the  refugee,  gazing  upon  it  for  the  last  time,  turned  his 
steps  toward  a  foreign  soil ;  like  the  great  patriarch  departing 
from  Haran,  knowing  not  his  destiny,  but  trusting  his  covenant 
God  !  But  alas  !  to  too  many  of  our  refugees,  forced  to  changes 
as  they  were  by  a  regard  for  their  personal  safety  or  to  secure  a 
livelihood,  or  both,  home,  as  restricted  to  the  place  of  their  birth 
and  early  life,  must  have  lost  much  of  its  significance.  To  these 
pilgrims  home  was  often  less  the  locality  and  society  of  which 
they  bore  the  type,  than  the  circle  or  community  of  like  faith 
in  which  for  the  time  being  their  lot  was  cast.  Difficult  oft- 
times  as  this  makes  it  to  trace  the  refugee  to  his  original  home, 
we  shall  leave  the  reader  to  note  how  far  our  efforts  in  that  re- 
gard have  succeeded. 

*  Inquiry  can  but  partially  break  the  silence  which  hangs  over  these  wan- 
derings. And  here  starts  a  query  :  was  our  David  Demarest  a  sharer  with 
Philip  Casier  in  his  West  India,  as  he  was  in  some  of  his  subsequent  travels  ? 
Did  he  sustain  toward  Sieur  des  Marets^  (an  old  captain  of  St.  Christopher 
who  was  beheaded  Sept.  7,  1641,  by  the  governor,  De  Poincy,  for  joining 
the  populace  in  opposing  his  tyranny,)  such  relations  as  made  him  one  most 
deeply  affected  by  his  tragic  fate?  Oisemont,  in  Picardy,  the  seat  of  the 
Demarests,  had  a  Commandery  of  Malta,  of  which  De  Poincy  was  com- 
mander.   Strange  coincidences  if  merely  accidental ! 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


BISTORT  OF  HARLEM.  '53 


Saintonge  was  one  of  the  provinces  lying  within  the  Bay  of 
Biscay,  and  which,  owing  to  the  tendency  of  the  Huguenots  dur- 
ing their  protracted  troubles  to  remove  from  the  interior  into 
the  marine  districts  and  towns,  became  crowded  with  refugees, 
and  were  a  principal  theatre  of  the  bloody  civil  wars.  Sain- 
tonge  was  the  birthplace  of  our  **  very  learned  "  Dr.  Johannes 
de  La  Montague,  whose  history  will  contribute  much  of  interest 
to  these  pages.  La  Montague  was  not  his  family  name,  but  an 
adjunct  which  finally  took  the  place  of  the  former,  and  was 
originally  derived,  as  correlative  facts  seem  to  indicate,  from 
La  Montague,  a  district  of  Burgundy.  But  Dr.  La  Montague 
was  called  a  Satito,  which  is  the  provincial  designation  for  a 
native  of  Saintonge — akin  to  that  of  Norman,  Picard,  etc. 
His  birth  happening  in  1596,  but  three  years  before  the  Edict 
of  Kantes  restored  order  to  the  realm  and  peace  to  the  Hu- 
guenots, and  under  wliich  emigration  mostly  ceased  up  to  the 
death  of  Henry  IV.,  it  is  highly  probable  that  La  Montague 
left  France  somewhere  within  the  ten  years  of  public  unrest 
succeeding  the  murder  of  the  king,  and  culminating  in  the  last 
civil  wars  under  Louis  XIII,,  which  opened  in  1620,  prior  to 
which  date,  however.  La  Montague  and  others  of  his  family  were 
enjoying  peace  and  security  in  Holland.'  He  therefore  knew  as 
little  personally  of  these  latter  wai;s  as  he  did  of  the  earlier 
troubles  which  preceded  the  Edict  of  Nantes.  Among  our 
French  refugee  families,  his  was  the  first  to  become  exiles.  We 
speak  irrespective  of  the  Walloon  families,  of  whom  the  first  to 
flee  their  country  were  those  of  De  Forest  and  Vermeille  or  Ver- 
milye,  the  latter  in  the  troubles  of  the  sixteenth  century  taking 
refuge  in  England.  Not  till  after  the  last  civil  wars,  as  before 
said,  and  which  occurred  quite  too  early  for  them  to  have  borne 
arms,  did  the  body  of  our  refugees  leave  their  native  France. 

Saintonge  counted  among  its  cities  La  Bochelle  with  its  heroic 
memories,  and  which  gave  us  Jacques  Cousseau  and  Paul 
Bichard,  both  sterling  characters  and  identified  with  Harlem. 
We  know  not  if  either  was  old  enough  at  the  time  of  the  final 
siege  and  reduction  of  Sochelle  in  1628  to  have  shared  its  ter- 
rors and  miseries ;  but  both  probably  left  on  account  of  the 
severe  measures  pursued  by  Louis  XIV.  for  restoring  Gatholi- 
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cism  in  that  old  Protestant  stronghold^  and  which  occasioned 
many  removals. 

Northerly  from  La  Rochello,  the  rugged  peninsula  of  Bre- 
tagne,  or  Brittany,  jutting  far  into  the  Atlantic,  is  as  remark- 
able for  its  strange  vicissitudes  as  for  its  dreary  forests,  barren 
heaths,  pent-up  valleys,  vast  fields  of  Druid  remains,  and  lono 
hillocks  crowned  by  the  ruins  of  castles  ;  or  yet  its  brawny  peas- 
antry in  grotesque  garb,  and  (in  Lower  Brittany)  still  p.peaking 
the  harsh  Celtic  tongue.  Long  a  distinct  sovereignty,  it  was 
conquered  by  the  Norman  dukes  ;  later  an  affluent  duchy,  for 
which  Charles  of  Blois  and  his  race  valiantly  but  vainly  battled 
with  the  house  of  Montfort,  it  was  finally  engrossed  by  the 
crown.  But  not  feudal  nor  royal  tyranny  could  ever  crush  the 
native  independence  and  hauteur  of  the  Breton,  which  so  crop- 
ped out  in  the  case  of  our  Glaude  le  Maistre  (Delamater),  whose 
ancestors  were  the  lords  of  Garlaye,  in  the  diocese  of  Nantes, 
though  he  happened  not  to  be  bom  in  Brittany.  Near  La  Mous- 
saye,  in  the  interior  of  Lower  Brittany,  southward  from  St. 
Malo,  was  the  original  seat  of  the  family  of  our  David  Uzille. 
The  Reformed  churches  at  Nantes  and  La  Moussaye  found  in 
the  Le  Maistres  and  Uzilles  warm  supporters. 

One  of  the  three  districts  forming  the  great  Norman  meadows, 
whose  fine  horses  and  cattle  were  so  celebrated,  was  the  Bessin, 
from  a  forest  largely  converted  into  tillable  lands  and  orchards 
by  the  patient  industry  of  its  peculiar  people  ;  French  indeed, 
but  unlike  their  neighbors  and  more  like  the  English,  being 
descendants  of  the  Otlings  (or  Osterlings),  a  Saxon  tribe  which 
overran  this  district  in  the  fourth  century.  Their  small  town, 
St  L6,  occupied  a  rocky  eminence,  girt  on  three  sides  by  a 
ravine  through  which  ran  the  river  Vire,  parting  the  low-lying 
Bessin  from  the  mountainous  Cotentin.  Its  streets,  lined  with 
antiquated  houses,  ascended  steeply  to  the  crown,  whereon  stood 
its  old  sombre  cathedral.  Full  a  century  earlier  it  had  its 
Huguenot  church,  which  sent  delegates  to  the  first  synod  at 
Paris  in  1559.  From  this  secluded  Norman  town — strange  tran- 
sition truly  ! — a  worthy  refugee,  **  Letelier,"  as  with  some  claim 
to  rank  he  signs  himself,  found  his  way  to  Harlem,  to  woo  and 
wed  a  Picard's  daughter  ! 

Beyond  the  Seine  in  Upper  Normandy  wo  next  find  traces  of 
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our  refagees.  Dieppe,  capital  of  the  high  and  mainly  level 
region  called  the  Land  of  Caux,*  the  land  of  grain  and  grass,  of 
cider  and  perry,  embracing  the  coast  country  from  the  Seine  to 
the  Bresle,  was  seated  at  the  foot  of  hills  through  which  flowed 
the  river  Arques,  passing  under  the  great  stone  bridge  that 
united  the  town  to  its  suburb  Le  PoUet,  the  fishermen's  quarter, 
where  under  the  Edict  of  Nantes  the  Huguenots  had  their 
church  and  enjoyed  the  ministrations  of  Montdenis  and  others. 
Dieppe  also  had  an  immense  commerce,  its  mariners  famous  of 
old  for  distant  voyages.  Hence  sailed  D'Enambuc  in  1625  to 
St  Christopher,  paving  the  way  for  French  colonies  in  the  West 
Indies,  in  which,  as  before  intimated,  Harlem  settlers  first  tried 
their  fortunes.  And  from  this  port  many  of  the  refugees  took 
ship  for  other  countries,  as  we  presume  did  Francois  le  Sueur 
and  Robert  le  Maire,  who  came  thence  to  Harlem.  How  it  was 
with  these  we  know  not,  but  may  conclude  that  some  left  Dieppe 
and  other  French  ports  destined  for  New  Netherland,  since  its 
invitations  to  such  colonists  had  already  reached  these  ports 
through  intercourse  with  Holland,  Le  Sueur  was  bom  at 
Challe-Mesnil  or  Colmenil,  a  small  borough  or  market  town 
three  miles  south  of  Dieppe.  His  name — taking  such  forms 
with  his  descendants  as  Leseur,  Lester y  Lazear,  and  Lozier — 
was  well  established  in  Caux,  and  a  century  previous  had 
figured  among  the  cloth  makers  of  Rouen. 

Very  interesting  is  Picardy,  whence  came  so  many  of  the 
French  exiles  who  made  their  homes  at  Harlem  for  longer  or 
shorter  periods  ;  in  all  some  thirty  families,  of  which  a  full 
third  were  Picards  or  of  Picard  descent.  Of  this  class  were  our 
Tourneur,  Cresson,  Demarest,  Casier,  and  Disosway,  all  of 
whom,  except  the  last,  served  as  magistrates. 

But  who  were  the  Picards?  A  quite  superior  people  to  the 
average  French  ;  being  of  a  mixed  origin,  descendants  of  both 
Belgse  and  Celtae,  and  occupying  the  border  between  these  two 
ancient  nations,  or  rather  the  district  which  parted  the  Celtie 
from  the  Nervii,  the  most  invincible  of  the  Belgic  tribes.  Thus, 
sanguine  and  choleric  like  the  Celts,  they  approached  the  BelgsB 
in  their  moral  and  physical  stamina.     In  stature  above  the 

*  Pronounced  ICo.  It  is  highly  probable  that  our  weU-known  family  of 
Coe  derive  their  name  from  Caux. 
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medium,  with  nsnally  a  well-developed  frame,  they  betrayed 
their  affinity  to  the  Walloons,  whose  patois,  rough  and  disagree- 
able, theirs  resembled  ;  yet,  proud  and  spirited,  they  held  those 
neighbors  and  all  others  in  secret  disdain.  The  love  of  inde< 
pendence  was  not  so  strong  within  them  as  the  love  of  equality  ; 
it  was  here  their  vanity  showed  itself,  but  it  tempered  the  popu- 
lar homage  to  wealth  or  titles.  Though  hasty,  blunt,  and  obsti- 
nate, yet  without  the  effrontery  of  the  Normans  or  the  super- 
stition  of  the  Champenois,  and  more  religious  than  either,  the 
Picards  were  withal  lively,  generous,  honest,  and  discreet. 
Their  conversation  sparkled  with  wit,  mirth,  and  sarcasm. 
Necessity  rather  than  inclination  made  them  industrious,  yet 
they  yielded  their  full  share  of  workers  and  proficients  in  the 
arts  and  sciences  ;  as  also  of  able  physicians  and  divines,  some 
of  the  latter  as  much  distinguished  in  the  controversial  history 
of  the  Beformation  as  others  had  been  who  were  its  earliest 
champions.  With  intelligence,  and  a  manly  aim  to  excel  in 
what  they  undertook,  even  though  it  were  but  agriculture,  in 
which  by  far  the  greater  number  were  engaged,  the  Picards 
could  not  but  add  a  valuable  element  to  any  society  so  fortunate 
as  to  attract  them.* 

The  narrow  strip  of  the  seaboard,  in  breadth  twenty  miles  or 
less,  which  stretched  southerly  from  Calais  to  the  Canche,  em- 
braced the  districts  of  Guines  and  Boulonnais,  two  subdivisions 
of  Picardy.  Of  its  larger  part  lying  on  either  side  of  the 
Somme,  but  extending  a  hundred  miles  inland  to  the  borders 
of  Champagne,  the  coast  section  called  Ponthieu  reached  some 
thirty  miles  up  the  Somme,  Abbeville  being  the  chief  town. 
Easterly  lay  in  succession  the  Amienois,  Santerre,  Vermandois, 
and  Thi6rache,  their  southerly  sides  forming  a  line  sufficiently 

*  Picardy  though  a  tenn  of  disputed  origin,  is  admitted  to  have  been  first 
local  and  restricted  to  the  people  of  the  Amienois,  the  district  in  which 
Amiens,  the  provincial  capital,  is  seated  ;  but  it  early  spread  to  the  whole, 
supplanting  all  the  tribal  designations.  It  probably  came  from  iht,  pique ^  an 
ancient  war  weapon,  with  the  German  affix  an/,  meaning  species  or  race;  ad- 
hering to  this  people  as  inventors  of  that  weapon,  or  from  the  renown  they 
had  acquired  in  handling  it.  So  they  became  known  as  the  Picards,  or  pike- 
men.  Gibbon,  who  dates  the  name  not  earlier  than  the  year  1200,  says, 
"  It  was  an  academical  joke,  an  epithet  first  applied  to  the  quarrelsome 
humor  of  those  students  in  the  University  of  Paris  who  came  from  the  fron- 
tier of  France  and  Flanders."  But  its  occurrence  early  in  the  eleventh  cen- 
tury refutes  this  statement. 
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winding,  but  in  general  east  and  west  These  seven  districts  com- 
posed modem  Picardy  ;  but  five  others  lying  southerly  of  these 
— to  wit,  the  Beauvoisis,  Noyonnois,  Soissonnois,  Laonnois,  and 
Yalois — were  equally  Picard  territory,  as  proven  by  the  charac- 
teristics of  the  people,  although  these  districts  had  been  annexed 
to  the  Isle  of  France. 

These  several  sections  of  Picardy,  save  Guines  and  Boulonnais, 
were  watered  by  one  or  more  of  its  three  principal  rivers,  the 
Somme,  the  Oise,  and  the  Aisne  ;  and  seated  on  these  were  most 
of  those  fine  old  cities  with  strange  histories  for  which  Picardy 
was  noted.  Two  streamlets,  engrossing  many  little  rills  from 
Champagne  and  Hainault,  united  in  the  centre  of  Thi^rache  to 
form  the  Oise,  which  now  stretched  westward  to  Guise  in  the 
same  district,  but  soon  took  its  course  in  general  south-westerly, 
nearly  parallel  with  the  coast,  till  it  entered  the  Seine  at  fin 
d*OiBe,  below  Paris,  distant  from  Guise  ninety  odd  miles.  Scat- 
tered along  its  charming  banks  from  Guise  downward,  at  inter- 
vals of  some  ten  miles  lay  in  delightful  seclusion  other  anti- 
quated towns  as  Ribemont,  La  Fere,  Chauny,  Noyon,  Com- 
piegne,  Verberie,  Creil,  Beaumont,  and  Pontois ;  the  last  six 
adorned  with  ^royal  palaces,  exclusive  of  Noyon;  a  pretty  town 
and  a  bishop's  seat,  but  of  more  interest  to  the  Huguenots 
as  the  great  Calvin's  birthplace.  Just  above  Compiegne,  the 
Aisne,  a  large  tributary^  entered  the  Oise  from  the  eastward, 
and  on  it  lay  the  stately  city  of  Soissons.  Below  Creil  a  smaller 
branch,  the  Th^rain,  entered  from  the  westward,  on  its  upper 
waters  seated,  within  a  cordon  of  charming  hills,  the  venerable 
town  of  Beauvais.  The  Somme,  rising  near  the  borders  of 
Thi6rache,  on  passing  St.  Quentin  in  Vermandois  curved  south- 
ward to  Ham,  then  again  to  the  north  to  P«ronne,  when  it 
resumed  its  course  westerly  past  Corbie  to  Amiens,  and  thence 
north-west  through  the  Amienois  and  Ponthieu  plains  to  its  out- 
let. The  region  around^  its  head- waters  about  Vermandois  was 
rendered  very  picturesque  by  the  wooded  hills  which  here  crossed 
Picardy ;  the  broad  plains  below,  just  referred  to,  were  less 
attractive  to  the  eye,  though  varied  by  a  succession  of  pretty 
intervales  which  bordered  the  tributary  streams,  and  whose 
green  pastures,  trees,  and  shrubbery  agreeably  relieved  the 
general  nakedness  of  the  country  and  the  apparent  hardness  of 
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the  whitish  soil^  the  latter  composed  one  third  of  chalk,  but  pro- 
ductive^  and  yielding  fine  crops  of  wheat.  The  sub-district  of 
Ponthieu  called  the  Marquenterre,  embracing  extensive  pastures 
adjoining  the  coast,  on  the  north  of  the  Somme,  had  been  recov- 
ered from  the  wash  of  the  sea  by  a  line  of  downs  and  dykes  ;  to 
the  south  of  the  river's  mouth  the  land  had  a  gentle  rise  toward 
Normandy,  till  it  formed  the  table-lands  of  Caux  and  the  chain 
of  cliffs  that  there  bound  the  coast. 

Picardy  was  originally  composed  of  many  small  counties  or 
earldoms,  instead  of  forming  but  one  under  a  single  count. 
Never  so  united  and  ruled,  it  was  in  this  respect  an  anomaly 
among  the  French  provinces.  Its  ancient  tribal  df visions  deter- 
mained  mainly  its  modem  districts,  and  eight  of  the  dozen  com- 
posing it  took  name  from  their  chief  city.  Its  history^  says 
Michelet,  **  seems  to  embrace  the  whole  of  the  ancient  history 
of  France."  Its  plains  and  hills  had  been  trodden  by  the  great 
CBBsar  and  his  legions,  and  it  was  on  the  banks  of  the  Sambre 
near  Maubeuge  that  he  encountered  the  warlike  Nervii,  whose 
intrepidity  almost  wrested  victory  out  of  that  fatal  defeat  which 
broke  their  power  and  gave  Gaul  to  the  conqueror.  Near  Sois- 
sons,  tive  centuries  later,  the  warrior  Clovis  in  an  equally  decisive 
battle  extinguished  the  Roman  power  and  established  that  of 
the  Franks.  Here  also  had  the  Austrasian  and  Neustrian  fac- 
tions found  a  battle-ground,  till  the  defeat  of  the  latter  in  687 
at  Testry,  in  Vermandois,  initiated  the  varied  fortunes  of  the 
race  of  Charlemagne.  Up  the  Somme  had  often  rolled  that 
fearful  tide  of  Vandal  and  Norman  invasion,  which  left  no  river 
unvisited  from  the  Meuse  to  the  Loire,  desolating  their  banks 
and  sacking  towns,  churches,  and  monasteries,  at  last  contribut- 
ing with  other  causes  to  the  fall  of  the  monarchical  power  in 
the  ninth  century  and  the  disintegration  of  the  kingdom. 
Picardy,  or  rather  its  several  sections,  had  come  within  the 
grasp  of  haughty  chieftains,  mostly  of  the  family  of  the  defunct 
Charlemagne,  and  who,  as  refractory  as  their  compeers  ruling  tlie 
larger  provinces  and  equally  greedy  of  dominion,  played  a  no 
less  conspicuous  jwtrt  in  the  turbulent  drama  of  the  times.  The 
early  annals  of  these  small  earldoms  superabound  with  deeds  of 
rapine  and  blood.  Not  content  with  the  conquest  of  neighbor- 
ing towns  or  territory,  they  made  kings  or  humbled  them  at 
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irin  ;  and  in  fact  these  imperious  Pieard  lords  for  a  long  time 
ruled  the  destinies  of  the  kingdom.  But  what  strange  freaks 
had  fortune  played  with  these  old  titled  dynasties  !  Once  scarce 
recognizing  any  sovereign  and  with  all  the  advantage  of  a 
hereditary  entail,  yet  one  by  one  they  had  shared  the  fate  of 
the  great  provinces,  Champagne,  Normandy,  and  others  :  the  old 
counts,  with  all  the  dazzling  splendor  of  their  houses,  had  passed 
away,  and  their  possessions  by  a  studied  policy  of  the  kings  had 
been  mostly  engrossed  as  crown  domains.  True,  it  had  taken 
from  the  twelfth  century  to  the  sixteenth  to  consummate  these 
changes.  More  favored,  however,  were  some  of  these  districts 
which  took  the  form  of  bishoprics.  Descending  by  the  elective 
process  from  one  prelate  to  another  in  regular  succession,  these 
had  withstood  the  feudal  powers  of  the  Middle  Ages  and  the 
civil  convulsions  of  many  centuries.  Nor  restricted  to  the  exer- 
cise of  spiritual  power  in  their  bishoprics,  some  of  these  bishops 
had  come  to  enjoy  great  temporal  dignity,  even  the  high  position 
of  peers  of  the  realm,  as  were  those  of  Laon,  Noyon,  and  Beau- 
vais  ;  to  the  first  of  whom  also  pertained  the  title  of  duke,  and 
to  the  other  two  that  of  count.  Herein  may  be  seen  the  supe- 
rior advantages  of  the  existing  hierarchy  to  hold  and  transmit 
or  even  to  augment  its  power.  All  this  while  the  sturdy  burgh- 
ery,  their  rights  ever  being  trampled  on,  figure  in  many  a  sharp 
stniggle  with  their  tyrannical  rulers  ;  but  appealing  for  help 
to  royalty  only  to  be  ultimately  betrayed,  vanquished,  and 
despoiled  of  their  choicest  franchises,  as  the  power  ecclesiastic 
and  kingly  came  to  acquire  that  supreme  ascendency  which  it 
held  in  the  reigns  of  Louis  XIII.  and  Louis  XIV.,  the  times  of 
our  refugees. 

Of  the  chief  dignitaries  then  ruling  parts  of  Picardy  was  the 
Duke  de  Chaulnes,  in  whom  was  the  temporal,  and  Bishop  Le 
Fevre  who  held  the  spiritual,  power  in  the  Amienois  ;  but  more 
of  these  presently.  Augustine  Potior  was  supreme  in  the  Beau- 
Toisis,  which  was  the  most  wealthy  bishopric  in  Picardy.  Hold- 
ing the  fee  of  the  soil  as  had  his  predecessors  since  the  year 
1015,  when  Bishop  Roger  got  the  county  by  deed  from  his 
brother  Eudes,  the  Count  of  Cnampagne,  Potior  gloried  in  the 
titles  of  **  Bishop  and  Count  of  Beauvais,  Peer  of  France  and 
Yidame  of  Gerberoy.''    He  was  also  Grand  Chaplain  to  the 
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Qaeen,  and  intensely  zealous  for  the  church  and  monarchy^ 
though  it  was  hinted  that  his  capacity  did  not  equal  his  ambi- 
tion. The  Noyonnois  was  under  the  rule  of  Henri  de  Barradat^ 
to  whose  titles  of  Bishop  and  Count  of  Noyon  was  added  that 
of  Peer  of  France.  The  Marquise  de  Hocquincourt,  Charles  de 
Monchy,  had  succeeded  his  father  as  royal  governor  in  Santerre^ 
for  which  he  was  held  fitted  by  his  valor  and  his  devotion  to 
Louis  XIII.  This  district  had  been  taken  from  ancient  Ver- 
mandois  in  1215  by  King  Philip  Augustus,  who  had  annexed 
Vermandois  to  the  crown,  upon  the  old  counts,  the  most  affluent 
and  potent  in  Picardy,  and  whose  sway  lasted  over  three  centu- 
ries, becoming  extinct.  It  included  the  cities  of  P^ronne, 
Montdidier,  and  Roye,  the  first,  the  old  seat  and  stronghold  of 
the  counts,  being  now  the  residence  of  the  governor,  and  deemed 
the  key  of  France  on  these  frontiers.  De  Monchy  distinguished 
himself  in  the  war  in  the  Low  Countries,  etc.,  and  in  1651  was 
made  a  Marshal  of  France  ;  but  taking  offence  at  Louis  XIV.  he 
joined  the  Spanish  cause,  and  was  killed  at  Dunkirk  in  1658. 
Vermandois  proper  now  formed  a  bailiwick,  subject  to  the  Bishop 
and  Duke  of  Laon,  Philibert  de  Brichanteau.  Thierache  was 
mainly  engrossed  by  the  Duchy  of  Guise,  of  which  the  town 
and  castle  so  called  was  the  seat,  being  still  the  domain  of  the 
House  of  Guise,  those  infamous  and  deadly  foes  of  the  Hugue- 
nots, and  one  of  whose  ancestora,  a  Duke  of  Lorraine,  had  gotten 
this  estate  by  marriage  with  a  grandchild  of  the  great  crusader, 
Jacques  d'Avesnes.  But  retributive  justice  seems  to  have 
visited  the  later  Duke  of  Guise,  Charles  de  Lorraine,  who  as  ad- 
miral of  a  fleet  had  served  against  the  Huguenots  at  La  Rochelle 
in  1 622.  Ambitious  and  intriguing  like  his  predecessors,  he 
quarrelled  with  Richelieu,  and  retiring  in  1631  with  his  family 
to  Florence,  died  in  exile  in  1640.  Ponthieu,  much  to  the  dis- 
gust of  its  people,  and  in  violation  of  pledges  given  them  by 
Henry  IV.,  had  been  conferred  by  Louis  XIII.  upon  one  who 
had  little  merit,  unless  it  consisted  in  his  two  plots  to  dethrone 
Henry  IV.,  for  which  he  lay  long  in  the  Bastile  ;  this  was 
Charles  de  Valois,  natural  son  of  Charles  IX.  of  St.  Bartholomew 
infamy.  But  as  he  was  a  good  soldier  and  zealous  for  the  king, 
he  ruled  till  his  death  in  1650.  Boulonnais  and  Guines,  held 
directly  by  the  crown,  had  long  been  ruled  by  royal  governors. 
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Louis  XL,  on  recovering  the  former  from  the  House  of  Bur- 
gundy in  1477,  had  ceded  it  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  hy  an  act  of 
homage  in  the  church  at  Boulogne,  and  consenting  to  hold  it  of 
her  as  a  fief  ;  by  which  curious  stroke  of  policy  he  thought  to 
preserve  it  to  France.  Now  what  enemy  would  dare  touch  it ; 
what  inhabitant  would  not  die  in  its  defence?  And  it  had 
succeeded  admirably  ! 

The  Amienois,  as  the  seat  of  the  provincial  capital,  was  the 
most  important  division  of  Picardy.  Spreading  across  the  fer- 
tile valley  of  the  Somme  in  the  form  of  a  not  very  regular  quad- 
rangle, it  was  ten  leagues  broad  and  twenty  in  length  north 
and  south,  reaching  from  the  bounds  of  Artois,  and  in  part  the 
earldom  of  St.  Paul,  to  the  hills  anticlinal  of  the  basins  of  the 
Somme  and  Oise,  which  separated  it  from  the  Beauvoisis.  It 
took  name  from  its  ancient  possessors,  the  Ambiani,  whose  juris- 
diction, extending  west  to  the  Channel,  included  Ponthieu, 
which  even  now  was  within  the  diocese  of  the  Bishop  of  Amiens. 
Many  thrifty  villages,  with  broad,  well-tilled  fields  irrigated  by 
brooks  and  streams,  which  from  distant  hill  sources  gently 
coursed  their  way  to  the  Somme,  gave  it  the  aspect  of  a  rich 
country.  From  a  peculiar  feature  of  its  government  it  was 
styled  the  Vidamate  of  Amiens,  The  oflSce  of  vidame,  once 
common,  was  now  almost  peculiar  to  this  district  of  Picardy. 
From  some  powerful  chieftain  called  in  ancient  times  by  the 
bishop  to  aid  him  in  protecting  his  domains  against  the  inva- 
sions of  the  Normans  and  the  rapacity  of  native  seigniors,  had 
originated  the  office  of  rice  dominus,  or  vidame.  And  from  the 
reluctance  of  the  proud  baron  to  yield  the  advantage  thus 
gained,  and  the  inability  of  the  bishop  to  dispense  with  his  ser- 
vices, the  office  became  fixed  and  hereditary.  It  was  now  one 
of  chief  dignity  and  influence  in  the  Amienois,  the  present 
vidame,  Honore  d' Albert,  being  a  duke  and  peer  of  France.  As 
brother  to  the  prime-minister,  Duke  do  Luynes,  he  also  had  in- 
gratiated himself  with  the  king,  and  through  his  favor  obtained 
in  1619  the  hand  of  the  daughter  and  heiress  of  Philip- Emanuel, 
Lord  de  Picquigny,  the  last  of  the  vidames  of  the  House 
d'Ailly  ;  and  with  her,  beside  the  vidamate,  the  seigniory  and 
castle  of  Hcquigny,  on  the  Somme,  with  an  annuity  in  rents  of 
£9000.     The  king  at  the  same  time  made  him  his  lieutenant- 
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general  in  the  Government  of  Picardy  ;*  the  next  year  he  was 
dubbed  a  knight  of  the  King's  Orders,  and  raised  to  the  dignity 
of  Duke  de  Ohaulnes  and  Peer  of  France.  The  important  post 
of  Governor  of  Picardy,  Henry  IV.  had  conferred  with  his  name 
upon  Henry  of  Orleans,  Duke  de  LongucviUe,  at  his  baptism  in 
1695  ;  his  uncle,  the  Count  of  St.  Paul,  acting  during  his 
minority.  Longueville's  father  and  his  father  had  held  the 
same  post.  But  in  1619  the  Duke  de  Luynes  aforesaid  super- 
seded De  Longueville,  and  to  him  was  also  given  the  govern- 
ment of  the  city  and  citadel  of  Amiens.  But  he  being  killed  in 
1621,  while  absent  prosecuting  the  war  against  the  Huguenots, 
the  particular  government  of , the  city  and  citadel  was  transferred 
to  his  brother,  the  vidame.  The  Government  of  Picardy  in  the 
next  few  years  passed  through  several  hands,  including  the 
Dukes  of  Elboeuf  and  Chevreuse,  both  of  the  noted  House  of 
Guise  and  knights  of  the  King's  Orders  ;  but  Chevreuse  retir- 
ing in  1633,  this  position  also  was  conferred  on  the  Duke  de 
Chaulnes,  and  to  it  soon  after  added  the  powers  of  Royal  la- 
tendant,  an  office,  as  before  said,  created  to  keep  a  watch  over 
the  Huguenots,  and  which  could  not  have  been  better  bestowed 
than  on  the  duke,  bound  as  ho  was  by  every  obligation  to  the 
king,  and  also  true  to  the  mandates  of  the  church,  f 

The  Bishops  of  Amiens  claimed  a  succession  from  St.  Firmin, 
first  on  the  prelatical  roll,  and  held  to  have  suffered  martyrdom 
in  287,  with  many  of  his  flock,  by  order  of  the  Roman  magis- 
trate. The  present  bishop,  Fran9oi8  le  Fevre,  son  of  Sieur  de 
Caumartin,  of  Ponthieu,  having  become  coadjutor  to  Bishop  la 
Marthonie  in  1617,  the  next  year  succeeded  him  in  the  See,  and 
though  some  of  the  people  violently  resisted  his  induction,  he 
had  sustained  the  character  of  an  amiable  and  good  man,  meas- 

*  The  Government  of  Picardy,  as  distinguished  from  the  old  province, 
embraced  only  the  Amienois,  Sanlerre,  Ponthieu,  Boulonnais,  and  Guines  ; 
the  latter  also  called  "  Calais  and  Pais-reconquis, "  because  it  had  been  re- 
covered from  the  English  in  1558. 

f  The  Duke  de  Chaulnes  died  October  31,  1649,  in  his  69th  year,  and 
was  succeeded  in  his  titles  by  his  son  Henry  Louis,  bom  162 1  ;  but  be 
dying  May  21, 1653,  without  issue,  the  vidamate  passed  to  a  coUaterail  branch 
of  the  family.  In  naming  this  son  after  the  king  and  his  late  father,  the 
duke  showed  his  attachment  to  his  royal  patroii ;  and  at  his  baptism  by  the 
bishop,  June  15,  1625.  during  a  festive  season  at  Amiens,  hereafter  noticed, 
the  widow  of  Henry  IV.,  and  the  king,  represented  by  the  Duke  of  Chevreuse, 
stood  as  god- parents. 
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ured  by  a  standard  which  then  and  there  was  not  the  highest. 
Upon  30,000  livres  of  income  yielded  by  his  eight  hundred 
parishes,  he  lived  elegantly  in  his  palace  at  Amiens.  This  city, 
described  in  former  pages,  with  allusions  to  its  early  and  heroic 
history,  was  the  capital  of  the  Amienois,  as  indeed  of  all  Picardy. 
It  had  a  brave  50,000  people,  more  or  less.  Abbeville,  twenty- 
five  miles  down  the  Somme,  its  nearest  rival  in  population,  then 
boasted  35,000  or  upward  ;  but  after  Boulogne-sur-mer  and  St. 
Quentin,  each  about  half  the  size  of  Amiens,  the  Picard  cities 
rapidly  dwindled  to  a  paltry  three  thousand  or  less.  The  chief 
spiritual  and  ecclesiastical  authority  thus  reposing  in  the  bishop, 
and  the  secular  in  the  duke  with  his  numerous  functions  and 
dignities,  while  the  provosts  and  other  officials  of  the  king  came 
in  for  a  share  in  the  local  jurisdiction,  it  is  obvious  the  peoplo 
of  the  Amienois  had  quite  enough  of  rule.  Without  need  to 
further  define  their  respective  powers,  we  know  they  made  a 
unit  against  the  Huguenots  and  their  interests.'*' 

Picardy's  part  in  the  great  moral  struggle  of  the  sixteenth 
century  was  peculiar.  Etaples,  a  little  seaport  on  the  Canche, 
sent  its  Le  Fevre  to  herald  the  Reformation  ;  Noyon  a  Calvin, 
to  vindicate  it  by  voice  and  pen,  and  give  a  system  of  faith  to 
the  Huguenot  churches  ;  and  Cuthe,  in  Vermandois,  the  no  less 
excellent  Ramus,  slain  in  the  St.  Bartholomew — worthy  represen- 
tative of  its  noble  martyrs.  And  humble  peasants,  back  from 
their  harvest  labors  at  Meaux,  had  borne  to  Thidrache  a  richer 
harvest  of  precious  truth,  and  planted  at  Landuzy-la-ville  one  of 
the  eiurliest  of  the  Reformed  churches.  Thus  nowhere  had 
arisen  stronger  moral  forces  in  support  of  the  religion.  On  the 
other  hand,  does  not  Guise,  in  Thi6rache,  recall  its  hereditary 
foes,  those  sanguinary  dukes,  and  Peronne  one  of  their  foulest 
plots,  the  "  Holy  League,''  impiously  so  called,  which,  sworn  to 
extirpate  the  Huguenots,  soon  plunged  the  country  into  the 
bloodiest  of  its  civil  wars  ?  But  mark  a  fact :  among  the  two 
hundred  "  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  the  country  of  Picardy,** 
embracing  "  princes,  lords,  gentlemen,  and  others,  as  well  of  the 
state  ecclesiastic  as  of  the  noblesse  and  third  estate,"  who  sub- 
scribed this  infamous  League  and  took  the  oath  in  the  town-hall 

*  Bishop  Le  Fevrc  died  of  apoplexy,  November  17,  1652,  probably  after 
an  oar  refugees  had  left  Picardy. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


64  mSTOBT  OF  HARLEM. 

at  P^ronne,  February  13th,  1577,  we  find  but  one  of  the  family 
names  afterwards  appearing  at  Harlem  ;  so  nicely  drawn  were 
the  family  lines  between  the  friends  and  foes  of  the  religion  ! 
Zealously  did  the  League  pursue  its  nefarious  object  of  "  crush- 
ing out  heresy  ;'^  till,  at  the  close  of  the  ensuing  civil  wars,  in 
which  Picardy,  if  not  often  the  scene  of  actual  hostilities,  had 
helped  to  swell  the  ranks  of  the  respective  armies  (and  its  regi- 
ment a  fixed  part  of  the  royal  forces),  the  Huguenot  churches 
within  its  bounds,  once  numerous  and  flourishing,  were  reduced 
to  a  few  scattered  and  timid  flocks. 

Dark  pictures  of  the  times  preceding  loomed  up  to  the  Hugue- 
not mind  at  Amiens,  where  the  Refonned  opinions  had  early 
been  received  with  great  favor.  Of  Louis  de  Berguin,  a  Walloon 
from  Artois,  who,  first  to  maintain  those  doctrines  here  in  1527, 
was  burnt  for  it  at  Paris.  Of  mob  violence ;  of  fines  and  impris- 
onments for  refusing  to  decorate  their  houses  at  Corpus  Christi. 
Of  that  fell  day  in  1568,  when  one  hundred  and  twenty  Hugue- 
nots were  slain  in  the  streets  of  Amiens  ;  and  the  terror  caused 
by  the  Paris  St.  Bartholomew,  which  was  only  averted  here  by 
strict  orders  from  the  Duke  de  Longueville,  Governor  of  Picar- 
dy. And  of  the  dismal  era  of  the  League,  in  which  plot  were 
implicated  some  of  the  most  powerful  lords  of  the  Amienois  ; 
the  vidame,  Louis  d'Ailly,  a  noble  exception,  having  with  his 
family  embraced  the  religion.  He  encouraged  the  faithful,  who 
for  a  time  met  at  his  house  for  worship  ;  though  his  successor, 
Philip  Emanuel,  last  vidame  of  that  house,  was  forced  in  1588 
by  the  violence  of  the  people  to  pronounce  for  the  League, 
Only  when  Henry  IV.  turned  Catholic  did  the  citizens  of 
Amiens  acknowledge  him  as  king,  and  expel  their  late  governor. 
Count  d'Aumale,  who  was  a  Guise.  But  they  carefully  "  stipu- 
lated in  making  their  submission  that  the  Huguenot  preaching 
should  be  prohibited  in  their  precincts  and  suburbs."  This  was 
on  August  10th,  1594.  Not  long  after  occurred  the  Spanish 
occupation  of  the  city,  which  they  entered  by  an  ingenious 
artifice,  and  its  deliverance  by  the  armies  of  Henry  IV.  Peace 
with  Spain  soon  followed,  with  another  event  more  felicitous — 
the  passage  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  arresting  the  civil  wars  and 
restoring  order  to  the  realm.  Then  Amiens,  especially  for  the 
rest  of  that  happy  reign,  became  the  mart  of  a  flourishing  trade 
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and  commerce,  of  which  its  looms  furnished  the  staples  ;  but  a 
half  century  later  and  the  Huguenot  emigrations  had  reduced 
these  industries  to  the  verge  of  ruin — so  alarming  in  1665  as  to 
lead  the  general  government ,  to  interpose  a  remedy.  In  no  wise 
exempt  from  the  grievances  common  to  the  Reformed,  under  the 
Edict,  those  at  Amiens  and  vicinity  also  had  their  own. 

On  June  7th,  1625,  Amiens  witnessed  a  brilliant  pageant.  It 
was  the  city's  generous  welcome  to  a  young  queen,  the  beautiful 
Henrietta  Maria,  of  scarce  sixteen  years,  sister  of  the  king  and 
child  of  Henry  the  Great,  who  was  on  her  way  from  Paris  to 
Boulogne  to  meet  her  spouse,  already  wedded  though  but  once 
seen,  Charles  I.  of  England,  then  but  two  months  a  king.  A 
letter  from  King  Louis,  bespeaking  for  the  youthful  queen  '*  une 
joyeuse  entree,^'  ]^ad  led  to  ample  preparations  ;  so  on  the  set 
morning  the  city  was  all  excitement,  in  every  quarter  heard  the 
Boand  of  trumpetl^  and  drums  to  muster  the  military  bands, 
with  the  noblesse,  who  were  present  from  all  the  country  round 
to  take  part  in  the  grand  reception. 

The  Duke  de  Chaulnes,  with  three  hundred  well-monnted 
cavaliers,  rode  out  two  leagues  to  meet  the  bride  and  her  reti- 
nue (which  last  included  the  queen-mother  and  queen-reg- 
nant, besides  dukes,  earls,  and  lords,  English  and  French,  with 
many  noble  dames  and  damsels,  and  withal  a  guard  of  soldiers), 
and  escorted  them  to  the  city.  Their  approach  thereto,  entrance 
through  the  Beauvais  gate,  and  march  to  the  cathedral,  where 
they  were  met  and  greeted  by  Bishop  le  Fevre  and  the  Chapter, 
was  one  grand  ovation  ;  many  complimentary  addresses  and  the 
thnndar  of  musket  and  arquebuse  bidding  the  young  queen  wel- 
come. Just  outside  the  city  gate  was  first  passed  a  magnificent 
triumphal  arch  with  a  beautiful  tableau  and  other  devices,  all  in- 
tended to  please  the  queen  and  courtly  party.  Six  other  principal 
pieces,  replete  with  designs  drawn  from  classic  and  French  his- 
tory, surprised  them  along  the  way  to  the  cathedral ;  one  repre- 
senting Jason  and  the  Golden  Fleece,  a  motto  affixed  declaring 
"Maria  is  the  Fleece  and  Charles  the  Jason."  In  another, 
three  belles  personified  the  goddesses  Juno,  Minerva,  and  Venus 
contending  before  Paris  as  judge  for  the  prize  of  beauty,  the 
golden  apple.  But  Paris,  disallowing  all  their  claims,  turned 
and  presented   the  apple   to  Queen  Henrietta  as  '^  the  real 
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beauty. '*  At  the  cathedral  Te  Deum  was  chanted,  the  grand 
organ  pealing  forth  eloquent  music,  followed  by  prayers.  Then 
her  majesty  was  escorted  to  apartments  in  the  episcopal  palace, 
where  were  presentations  and  addresses  to  the  queen,  with  gifts 
of  some  dozens  of  superb  hypocras,  besides  a  large  variety  of  liv- 
ing birds  and  game  of  choice  kinds,  all  in  handsome  cages. 
The  queen-regnant  and  others  of  the  royal  party  were  sumptu- 
ously entertained  at  the  citadel  by  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of 
Chaulnes  for  the  nine  days  they  were  at  Amiens,  and  then  they 
departed  with  many  rich  presents  and  kind  wishes. 

Amiens  looked  but  coldly  on  another  pageant,  more  signifi- 
cant if  less  imposing.  The  two  were  probably  among  the 
recollections  of  some  later  at  Harlem,  as  we  are  assured  was  this 
to  be  described,  leaving  deeper  and  more  enduring  traces  upon 
the  heart.  Betimes  on  Sunday  morning  from  that  same  Beau- 
vais  gate,  called  also  the  Gate  of  Paradise— from  a  legend  that 
here  our  Saviour  in  the  garb  of  a  beggar  once  appeared  to  St. 
Martin — a  human  stream  began  to  issue,  representing  both 
sexes  and  all  ages,  sires  and  matrons,  blooming  youths  and 
happy-faced  children,  all  in  best  attire.  With  decorum  suited  to 
holy  time,  but  enlivening  the  journey  by  cheerful  and  pious 
conversation,  to  the  looker-on  it  needed  not  to  be  told  the  all- 
important  errand  upon  which  these  devout  people  were  going 
along  that  well-trodden  way  to  the  pleasant  village  of  Salouel, 
on  the  Celle,  two  or  three  miles  to  the  southward  of  Amiens. 

The  Huguenot  worship  had  been  long  banished  beyond  the 
gates  of  the  city.  Prohibited  in  expi'ess  terms,  as  already  seen, 
by  the  decree  which  restored  Amiens  with  Peronne  and  Abbe- 
ville to  obedience  to  Henry  IV.,  this  was  also  confirmed  by  the 
Edict  of  Nantes. 

Taught  also  by  experience  that  they  could  not  meet  for  wor- 
ship within  the  city  walls  except  at  the  risk  of  being  molested, 
perhaps  broken  up  by  a  mob  ;  it  in  some  measure  reconciled 
the  Reformed  to  what  was  felt  to  be  a  harah  and  burdensome  i*e- 
quirement.  The  privilege  of  meeting  at  Salouel  had  not  been 
gotten  without  effort.  By  the  Edict  two  towns  only  in  the  en- 
tire Government  of  Picardy  were  allotted  the  Huguenots,  at 
which  to  build  churches.  These  were  Desvres,  in  the  Bou- 
lonnais,  and  Hautcourt,  near  St.  Quentin  ;  of  what  advantage 
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this  to  those  of  Amiens  ?  At  first,  these  were  wont  to  hold 
their  worship  within  the  castle  of  the  Seigneur  d'Heacourt,  at 
Havemas,  five  miles  northerly  from  Amiens  ;  but  the  distance 
was  so  far,  and  in  inclement  seasons  very  trying  and  often  fatal, 
especially  to  infants  taken  thither  for  baptism,  as  well  as  to  the 
infirm  and  the  aged,  that  M.  de  Heucourt  in  the  year  1600  notified 
the  lieutenant-general  at  Amiens  of  his  intention  to  have  public 
worship  for  himself,  his  family,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  city, 
within  his  fief  of  Hem,  a  village  or  suburb  of  Amiens,  and 
where  thirty-six  years  previous  the  Protestants  had  built  a 
temple.  This  privilege,  to  which  he  claimed  a  right  under  the 
Edict,  being  denied  him,  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  king,  who 
gave  his  sanction,  but  the  opposition  of  the  clergy  and  the  civil 
authorities  was  so  violent  as  to  nullify  it.  However,  through 
the  favor  of  the  Lord  of  Guignemicourt,  his  ch&teau  was  also 
opened  to  the  Reformed,  being  to  the  south-west  of  Amiens,  and 
only  half  as  far  as  Havemas.  It  was  an  important  gain  for 
those  of  Amiens,  and  this  became  for  some  years  their  principal 
resort.  As  the  Count  of  St.  Paul  positively  refused  his  consent 
to  their  meeting  in  Hem,  they  obtained  permission  in  1611  to 
remove  their  worship  to  Salouel,  and  there  to  build  a  temple. 
This,  as  already  stated,  was  a  small  village  on  the  Celle.  It  was 
within  a  fief  appertaining  to  the  widow  of  M.  de  Heucourt 
before  named  ;  and  there  was  nothing  remarkable  about  it  but  a 
subterranean  cavern,  used  as  a  refuge,  it  was  said,  as  early  as  the 
ninth  century.  Strange  enough  the  bishop  and  clergy  assented 
to  this  measure,  and  on  February  24th,  1612,  half  an  acre  of  land 
was  ceded  to  the  Huguenots,  uponwhich  they  erected  their 
temple.  Here  they  long  met  for  worship,  under  the  pastorates  of 
Le  Hucher,  La  Cloche,  Lauberan,  and  Pinette  ;  and  to  this  day 
the  by-road  leading  to  it  is  known  as  the  "  Chemin  du  pr^che.** 
These  pastors  also  labored  at  Havernafiu  There  was  another 
large  and  flourishing  church  gathered  at  Oisemont,  a  market 
town  twelve  miles  south  of  Abbeville,  where  the  Huguenots  were 
strong.  It  was  some  eighteen  miles  west  of  Amiens,  to  which 
its  royal  provost  was  subordinate.  In  the  time  of  our  refugees 
this  church  enjoyed  the  labors  of  Rev.  Jacques  de  Vaux,  a 
native  of  Compiegne.  One  of  its  elders  living  at  Oisemont 
at  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  was  David 
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des  MarSts,  Sieur  du  Ferets.  In  1625  he  represented  the  church 
in  the  Provincial  Synod  held  at  Charenton,  near  Paris.  Beyond 
question  our  David  des  Marest^  who  came  from  Picardy,  was  of 
this  family  ;  but  we  cannot  say  how  related. 

Would  we  truly  estimate  the  character  of  such  men  as  Dema- 
rest^  and  Disosway^  and  Casier,  and  Gresson^  and  their  real  value 
to  the  community  at  Harlem,  we  should  follow  up  the  pageant 
last  introduced,  and  admit  the  moral  sublimity  of  that  primitive 
worship,  with  its  power  to  mould  the  life — the  fervid  invoca- 
tion, the  holy  song,  set  to  the  metrical  psalms  of  Clement 
Marot,  the  simple  Gospel  clothed  in  the  warm,  persuasive  elo- 
quence of  the  times,  which  raised  the  soul  heavenward.  Also 
note  the  activity  and  zeal  which  pervaded  the  Huguenot 
churches,  and  the  watchfulness  over  the  walk  of  the  members, 
which  so  contributed  to  soundness  of  faith  and  purity  of  life. 

We  might  show,  were  it  needful,  how  this  active  moral  element 
was  effectual  for  good  upon  the  very  society  by  which  it  was 
scorned  and  derided;  how  the  trammels  upon  thought  and 
speech  had  to  a  great  degree  been  thrown  off,  in  regard  especi- 
ally to  politics  and  religion — subjects  once  tenderly  touched 
upon,  but  now  handled  with  an  astonishing  boldness.  What 
latitude  was  taken  in  the  doctrinal  disputes  between  the  Hugue- 
not pastors  and  Catholic  prelates,  so  rife  at  this  period.  How 
the  popular  mind  was  awakening  to  the  necessity  of  religious 
reform,  and  even  showing  itself  among  the  old  clergy,  as  in  the 
earlier  days  of  the  Reformation.  But  alas  !  it  now  went  little 
beyond  efforts  to  render  external  rites  more  impressive,  or  to 
make  the  rules  of  monastic  life  more  austere.  A  step  in  the  right 
direction  was  taken  at  Amiens  by  Jean  de  Labadie,  later  an 
avowed  Protestant  and  founder  of  the  Labadists,  of  Wieward,  in 
Fricsland,  some  of  whom  visited  Harlem  five  years  after  his  death, 
which  took  place  in  1674.  In  1640,  Labadie,  by  invitation, 
preached  at  Paris.  Among  the  crowds  drawn  to  hear  him  was 
Bishop  le  Fevre,  who,  charmed  with  his  zeal  and  eloquence,  made 
him  a  canon  in  the  cathedral.  Here  Labadie,  imbued  with  the 
evangelical  spirit,  urged  upon  his  parishioners  to  read  the  Scrip- 
tures, and  caused  many  copies  of  the  New  Testament  in  French 
to  be  distributed  ;  while  his  sermons  upon  repentance,  grace,  and 
predestination  awakened   profound  interest.       But  his  views 
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were  aeverely  censured  by  the  clergy  and  by  the  Sorbonne  ;  so 
after  a  few  years'  service  at  Amiens,  in  which  also  he  had  not 
been  sparing  of  the  Jesuits,  the  clamors  against  him  forced  him 
to  leave.  The  excitement  stirred  up  by  Labadie  in  the  end  re- 
acted upon  the  reformed,  to  whose  ^^  pernicious  teachings''  his 
"  heresy'*  was  imputed. 

Picard  society  was  always  exceedingly  impressible  and  excita- 
ble. But  at  Amiens  its  good  and  bad  elements  assumed  the 
most  positive  forms.  It  was  a  centre  of  political  factions  and 
sinister  plots ;  and  it  was  this  spirit,  long  fostered  among  the 
nobility,  that  arrayed  itself  against  the  ministry  of  Concini ; 
only  just  failed  in  1636  to  assassinate  Bichelieu  during  the  siege 
of  Corbie,  and  in  1649  plunged  his  successor,  Mazarin,  in  the 
war  of  the  Fronde  :  a  war,  by  the  way,  in  which  the  Huguenots 
won  praise  from  this  minister  by  keeping  neutraL 

But  with  a  people  or  society  so  irascible,  it  made  an  element 
in  the  dangers  which  beset  the  Reformed  ;  dangers  which  were 
now  daily  thickening  by  reason  of  the  cruel  proscription  de- 
signed to  crush  them.  And  religious  antagonisms  needed  but 
slight  incentive  to  leap  forth  into  activity.  If  the  Huguenots 
when  assailed  by  brute  force  dared  stand  and  defend  themselves, 
it  often  led  to  a  bloody  collision  such  as  that  which  obliged  one 
of  our  refugees  to  escape  for  his  life.  Daniel  Tourneur,  with 
other  Beformed  (according  to  Tourneur's  version  of  it,  which  we 
see  no  reason  to  question),  had  been  attending  a  burial  at 
Amiens,  when  some  of  the  Catholics  made  a  wanton  attack  upon 
them.  The  pretext  we  know  not ;  but  Huguenots  were  de- 
barred using  the  common  cemeteries.  However,  Tourneur,  young 
and  spirited,  in  his  veins  the  blood  of  the  old  Picard  lords  de 
Tourneur y  one  of  whom  had  fought  under  William  the  Con- 
queror at  Hastings,  drew  his  sword  as  did  others  in  self-defence, 
when  some  of  the  assailants  were  slain.  Tourneur  being 
charged  with  the  death  of  one  Tilie  Maire,  he  found  it  best  to 
take  a  sudden  leave.  Marc  Disosway,  who  seems  to  have  known 
of  this  affair  at  its  occurrence,  made  quite  a  stir  about  it  at  Har- 
lem in  after  years,  when  he  and  Tourneur  happened  to  be  at 
variance. 

The  breaking  out  of  war  between  France  and  Spain  in  1635 
caused  a  considerable  influx  of  Protestant  refugees  into  Eng- 
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land,  from  Picardy,  Artoie,  Hainault,  and  Flanders.  InTolving 
these  provinces  in  all  the  perils  and  disasters  of  a  pitiless  border 
warfare,  and  lasting  nearly  the  fourth  of  a  centnry,  it  resulted 
in  the  conquest  of  Artois,  and  parts  of  Flanders  and  Hainault, 
and  their  annexation  to  France.  Begun  by  Louis  XIII.,  jointly 
with  the  Dutch,  (these  agreeing  to  divide  the  Spanish  Nether- 
lands between  them),  this  war  opened  adversely  to  the  French, 


Cathedral  and  Cemetery  of  St.  Denis,  at  Amiens. 

for  the  enemy  at  once  invaded  Picardy,  overran  Thi^rache,  and 
captured  Corbie,  on  the  Somme,  only  nine  miles  above  Amiens. 
In  terror  the  inhabitants  of  the  villages  fled  witli  their  goods 
into  the  cities,  while  the  Spaniards,  marking  their  course  by 
burnings  and  massacres,  stopped  only  at  the  Oise,  which  they 
could  not  pass  as  the  bridges  had  been  broken  down.  But  the 
energy  of  Kichelieu  soon  turned  the  tables  ;  for,  retaking 
Corbie,  he  drove  the  enemy  back  across  the  border,  and  began 
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tiiose  aggressife  movements  which,  followed  up  by  Louis  XIV., 
after  the  disasters  of  the  Fronde  were  repaired,  added,  as  before 
said,  a  large  domain  to  France,  secured  to  her  in  1659  by  the 
treaty  of  the  Pyrenees,  and  which  she  has  ever  since  held. 

Although  hostilities  were  so  soon  transferred  to  the  enemy's 
aoil,  Picardy  was  now  called  upon  to  maintain  garrisons  for  the 
defence  of  her  extended  frontier,  and  to  marshal  her  forces  for 
the  seat  of  war,  whence  came  almost  daily  some  new  and  alarm- 
ing rumor ;  a  state  of  thiugs  especially  disheartening  to  the 
Huguenots,  whose  trials  before  were  great  enough.  With  no 
incentive  to  enter  the  army  in  a  war  waged  only  for  conquest, 
and  to  add  strength  to  the  despotic  arm  which  was  crushing 
them,  it  naturally  proved  a  turning  point  with  those  who  now 
left  the  country.  Their  nearness  to  the  Low  Country  border 
offered  the  Huguenots  of  Picardy  every  facility  for  escape,  as 
also  their  several  seaports  and  the  long  range  of  coast,  only  fre- 
quented by  fishermen,  whose  boats  often  aided  fugitives  to  get 
away  when  obliged  to  shun  the  publicity  of  the  town.  Num- 
bers for  sufficient  reasons  took  the  wenry  and  hazia,rdous  journey 
through  Belgium  to  Holland,  many  going  by  way  of  the  Ver- 
mandois  forests,  and  resting  at  Bohain,  a  little  city  of  wool- 
workers  twelve  miles  north-east  of  St.  Quentin,  where  were  many 
Huguenots  ;  so  Seeing  across  the  Cambiesis,  or  Hainault.^  Our 
Deraarest,  and  Oresson,  Disosway,  Toumeur,  Le  Roy,  and  others 
from  the  Amienois  and  Ponthieu,  had  the  choice  of  these  routes, 
but  which  they  took  is  left  to  conjecture.  Calais,  then  the 
extreme  northern  outlet  of  the  kingdom,  at  an  inviting  prox- 
imity to  the  shores  of  England,  and  its  people  partly  of  that 
nation,  whidi  had  ruled  it  for  over  two  centuries  till  ii;  was  re- 
covered in  1558  by  the  French  under  the  Duke  of  Guise,  was 
also  strongly  Protestant,  and  hence  a  great  resort  for  escaping 
refugees.  Our  Philip  Casier  was  from  this  place,  as  also  his 
son-in-law,  David  Uziile. 

While  many  left  Picardy^  the  French  advance  and  successes 

*  Jean  Cottin,  of  New  York,  merchant,  who  died  quite  aged  in  1721,  was 
a  fugitive  from  Bohaiti,  where  he  left  a  brother  Daniel,  and  sister  Susannah, 
married  to  Louis  Libot.  He  intrusted  by  his  will;£'36  to  Peter  van  Oblinus 
and  Samuel  Waldron,  of  the  town  of  Harlem  ;  '*  the  income  thereof  to  be 
yearly  employed  for  and  towards  the  maintaining  of  their  minister  of  the 
Mtch  Protestant  church  there." 
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in  HaiDsolt  and  Artois  was  eansmg  a  larger  migration  of  the 
Protestant  Walloons ;  and  among  these  also  a  number  whose 
destiny  led  tbem  to  Harlem.  We  can  barely  allnde  to  such 
events^  military  or  otherwise,  in  their  respectiye  localities,  as 
seemin^y  influenced  their  remoral. 

Landrecy,  on  the  Sambre,  was  the  first  place  invested  and 
taken  by  the  French  on  beginning  the  invasion  of  the  enemy's 
territory  in  1637,  and  which  they  held  with  adjacent  places  for 
ten  years.  It  was  during  this  domination,  so  odious  to  the 
Walloons^  that  Simon  de  Ruine,  living  near  Landrecy,  removed 
with  his  family  to  Holland,  whence  fifteen  years  later  he  found 
his  way  to  America.  Through  daughters  married  to  Demarests, 
he  has  many  living  descendants.  Jean  Oervoe,  another  of  the 
Harlem  settlers,  was  from  Beaumont,  to  the  east  of  Avesnes, 
then  a  country  seat  of  the  Duke  of  Arschot,  but  an  old  appan- 
age of  the  princes  of  Hainault.  From  Mons,  the  rich  capital  of 
this  province,  seated  to  the  north  of  Avesues,  and  within  the  coal 
region  called  the  Borinage,  came  David  du  Four,  of  the  same 
name  and  not  improbably  the  same  blood  as  the  martyr  of  Le 
C&teau,  but  whose  posterity,  which  became  numerous  in  this 
country,  changed  the  form  of  their  name  to  Devoor  and  Devoe. 

Passing  to  the  west  of  the  Scheldt  we  find  the  homes  of  other 
of  our  refugees  along  the  banks  of  the  river  Lys.  The  noble 
Scheldt,  the  boast  and  pride  of  Belgium,  rising  in  the  edge  of 
Picardy  behind  the  abbey  of  Mont  St.  Martin,  and  flowing  to 
the  north  or  rather  to  the  north-east,  but  upon  several  zigzag 
reaches  or  courses,  waters  the  western  parts  of  the  Cambresis 
and  Hainault,  and  then  eastern  Flanders,  forming  for  some  dis- 
tance the  barrier  between  the  latter  and  Brabant.  It  has  passed 
in  the  mean  time  Cambray,  at  the  head  of  navigation  ;  Valen- 
ciennes, Cond6,  Toumay,  all  Walloon  cities,  Ghent,  and  Ant- 
werp. At  the  latter,  a  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles  from  its 
head — swollen  by  many  tributaries,  chief  of  which  is  the  Lys — 
the  now  puissant  Scheldt  toms  north-west  for  fourteen  miles, 
when  it  divides  into  two  mighty  arms,  each  of  which  rdls  on 
still  forty  miles  to  the  German  Sea.  These  two  broad  estuaries 
taking  the  names  of  the  East  and  West  Scheldt — the  latter  also 
termed  the  Hond — ^form,  in  conjunction  with  the  left  arm  of 
the  Meuse,  here  called  the  Maas,  the  fertile  Dutch  islands  of 
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Sehoawen  and  Walcheren,  in  Zeeland^  both  of  interest  to  ns  as 
the  home  or  place  of  sojonm  of  some  of  the  Harlem  colonists. 

Banning  parallel  with  the  coast,  and  uniformly  thirty  miles  or 
80  therefrom,  in  a  course  yery  direct,  the  Lys  parted  Flemish 
from  French  or  Walloon  Flanders,  It  was  navigated  by  light 
vessels  all  the  way  from  Aire,  in  Artois,  to  Ghent.  About  cen- 
trally of  the  fertile  plains  between  it  and  the  Scheldt  lay  the 
city  of  Lille,  with  its  teeming  and  busy  population,  the  capital 
of  French  Flanders,  and  the  great  city  and  centre  of  the 
Walloops.  Owing  its  origin  to  Lideric  du  Buc,  the  first  Grand 
Forester  or  Count  of  Flanders,  who  in  640  here  built  a  castle, 
only  the  shapeless  ruins  of  which  remained,  but  growing  into 
significance  as  a  town  in  the  eleventh  century,  when  enlarged 
and  walled  by  other  of  these  counts,  Lille  had  become  to  the 
Walloons  what  Ypres,  its  great  rival,  which  lay  but  fifteen  miles 
north-west,  was  to  the  Flemings — the  chief  emporium  of  their 
cloth  manufacture.  Bound  about  it  and  all  in  Walloon  Flan- 
ders were  the  large  and  handsome  cities  of  Douay  and  Toumay, 
the  small  cities  of  Orchies,  Armentieres,  La  Bass6e,  St.  Amand, 
etc.,  besides  193  boroughs  and  villages.  Old  towns  and  famed 
for  their  industries,  they  formed  the  heart  of  the  great  woollen 
and  linen  country  of  preceding  centuries  ;  enjoying  a  prosperity 
almost  fabulous,  till  Spanish  tyranny  and  French  conquest 
brought  blight  and  ruin.  The  cruel  expatriations  thus  caused 
gave  to  Harlem  at  least  four  families,  who  came  from  neighbor- 
ing places  on  and  near  the  Lys.*  Bichebourg,  a  small  city  scarce 
noticed  by  gazetteers  or  maps,  but  seated  fourteen  miles  west  of 
Lille,  on  a  small  branch  of  the  Lys  and  in  the  district  of 
Bethune,  within  Artois,  was  the  birthplace  of  our  Olaude  U 
Maistre,  or  Delamater.  Delamater's  family  was  from  France, 
hia  immediate  ancestor  probably  from  Picardy,  whence  many 
families  seem  to  have  worked  up  into  Artois  ;  and  it  is  pretty  cer- 

•  It  is  said  ("  Du  Bois  Reunion/ *pp.  32, 33)  that  the  Peace  of  Westphalia, 
1648,  by  maintaining  the  Catholic  religion  in  the  Austrian  dominions,  caused 
the  emigration  from  Artois.  But  this  emigration  began  years  before,  and  at 
the  date  of  that  treaty,  which  did  not  restore  peace  between  France  and 
Spain,  the  former  was  in  military  possession  of  Artois.  Nor -could  this  prov- 
ince be  affected  by  the  pacification  of  1648,  in  which  the  Spanish  Netherlands 
were  not  included.  It  is  plain  that  the  emigrations  referred  to  were  not  due 
to  that  treaty,  but  to  the  French  invasion.  See  *'  Burn's  Refugees,  London," 
1846,  p.  42. 
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tain  that  Glande^  on  leaving  Richeboorg,  took  the  course  of  the 
Walloon  migration  to  England,  before  referred  to.  We  donbt  if 
many  of  these  Walloons  from  Artois  went  to  Holland  at  that 
time,  for  which  there  was  poor  indncement  for  these  Spanish 
subjects,  seeing  the  Dutch  were  then  in  league  with  their  enemy 
the  French,  while  the  English  held  a  neutrality,  but  leaned 
strongly  to  the  Spanish  side.  In  fact,  by  the  threats  of  Eng- 
land the  Flemish  ports  were  left  unmolested  till  1644,  and  from 
these  that  country  was  much  nearer  and  more  accessible  than 
Holland.  Naturally  enough  some  of  these  fugitive  Walloons 
retired  at  first  into  Flanders,  hesitating  perhaps  to  quit  the 
country,  as  the  state  of  the  Protestants  was  somewhat  improved 
under  the  more  humane  rule  of  Philip  IV.  The  family  of 
Oilinus,  one  well  known  in  the  early  history  of  Harlem,  fled 
from  Houplines,  two  leagues  north-west  of  Lille  ;  and  that  of  De 
Pre,  from  Comines,  a  few  miles  below  Houplines.  Kortryk 
was  a  Flemish  town  yet  farther  down  the  Lys,  which  within  the 
previous  century  had  witnessed  cruel  persecutions,  and  during  the 
existing  war  (how  great  its  calamities  !)  had  changed  hands  four 
times  in  five  years.  But  one  of  its  families  had  escaped  these 
last  troubles  by  leaving  some  years  before  :  we  refer  to  the 
ancestors  of  the  Koririgkt,  or  Courtright,  family,  in  its  day  one 
of  the  most  wealthy  in  landed  possessions  in  Htirlem.* 

*  Family  Names  were  the  exception  and  not  the  rule  among  our  early 
Dutch  colonists.  The  mass  of  people  in  Fatherland  used  only  a  patro- 
nymic, formed  by  adding  to  the  child's  Christian  name  that  of  the  father^ 
with  the  affix  sm,  or  son  ;  by  which  originated  all  names  so  terminating,  as 
for  example,  7an  yacobsen  (meaning  yan,  son  of  Jaccb),  or  PieUr  Jans^ft 
(PieUr,  son  of  yan),  and  the  like.  In  correct  usage  in  writing,  the  affix  was 
often  shortened  to  se  or  2,  and  always  in  the  case  of  females  to  s.  This  cus- 
tom necessarily  produced  among  the  male  descendants  of  the  same  progeni- 
tor a  great  diversity  of  surnames,  if  we  may,  for  convenience,  so  call  thezxi. 
Thus  Pieter^  Willem^  and  Hendrick  being  sons  of  yan  yacobsnt,  would  be 
known  as  Pieter  yansen^  WilUni  Jansen^  etc.,  while  their  children  would  be 
named  respectively,  PUterstn^  Wtllemsen,  and  Hendricksen^  and  these  names 
in  turn  each  afford  other  varieties  in  the  next  generation.  On  the  other 
hand,  this  use  of  the  patronymic  caused  a  frequent  recurrence  of  the  same 
name  where  no  family  connection  whatever  existed.  The  inconvenience 
thus  arising,  and  particularly  the  liability  of  confounding  persons  of  similar 
name,  was  partially  obviated  by  the  practice  in  vogue  in  Fatherland,  and  kept 
up  by  our  colonists,  both  in  familiar  speech  and  in  formal  writings,  of  dis> 
tlnguishing  persons  by  their  birthplace  (not,  as  is  now  the  usage,  by  the 
residence^  except  the  one  and  the  other  were  the  same) ;  as,  for  example^ 
yan  yacobsen  van  AmsUrdani^  that  is,  J.  J.  from  Amsterdam.  This  valued 
unk  connecting  the  colonist  with  his  former  home,  it  was  in  many  cases  di* 
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On  the  Flemish  seahoard  between  Calais  and  the  Hond,  lay, 
distant  a  few  miles  apart,  the  several  old  strongly  intrenched 
towns  of  Gravelines,  Dunkirk,  Fumes,  Nieuport,  Ostend,  and 
Slnis,  the  latter  seated  ten  miles  south  of  the  Hond,  within  a 
harbor  on  the  German  Sea  called  the  Paerdt-markt  (Horse- 
market),  from  the  noise  of  the  elements  during  a  storm  sound- 
ing Tery  like  the  neighing  of  horses.  To  hold  these  seaports  it 
cost  the  kings  of  Spain  dearly  within  this  century.  Ostend,  in 
particular,  was  taken  by  the  Spaniards  from  the  Hollanders 
September  14th,  1604,  after  a  terrible  siege  of  over  three  years, 
in  which  there  perished  80,000  of  the  former  and  50,000  of  the 
latter.  A  few  days  previous  (August  19th),  Sluis  surrendered 
to  Prince  Maurice,  after  an  investment  of  four  months,  the 
Spaniards  having  made  vain  efforts  to  relieve  it.  Peace  reigned 
from  1609  to  1 621 ;  when  Spain  and  Holland  resumed  hostilities. 
In  1635,  as  we  have  seen,  France  took  part  with  Holland  ;  but 
England  interposed  to  keep  these  ports,  of  so  much  benefit  to 
her  trade,  open  for  some  years.  However,  the  French,  aided  by 
tiie  Holland  fleet  under  Admiral  Tromp,  took  Gravelines  in 
1644,  and  Dunkirk  and  Furnes  in  1646.  Mardyk  was  a  rural 
hamlet  midway  between  the  first  two  places,  three  miles  from 
either,  where  once  stood  a  city  claiming  too  to  be  the  famous 
Portiis  Iccivs,  but,  sacked  and  burned  by  the  Normans,  and  in 
1383  by  the  English,  now  consisted  only  of  a  church  and  a  few 
cottages  which  could  hardly  excite  envy,  looking  out  so  unpre- 
tendingly upon  the  sand  dunes  and  the  sea.  But  in  •common 
with  all  that  border  region,  it  was  to  suffer  much  from  the  con- 

rectly  to  his  interest  to  preserve.  In  Holland,  as  with  us,  the  name  of  the 
place  thus  used  often  became  the  permanent  family  name,  of  which  instances 
abound.  But  it  sometimes  resulted  that  two  or  more  brothers,  dorn  in  differ 
ent  places^  and  from  thfse  deriving  their  respective  surnames^  gave  rise  to  as 
many  families,  whose  common  origin,  after  a  few  generations,  none  would 
ever  suspect.  In  many  cases  the  van  has  been  dropped  ;  and  often  the  name 
•o  changed  as  to  disguise  its  origin,  as  those  of  Oblinus  and  Kortright,  The 
first  of  these,  derived  from  Houplines  ;  after  emigration,  probably  in  con- 
formity to  English  utterance,  became  Oblinus,  and  by  the  usage  before  men- 
tkmed,  was  then,  if  not  before,  written  van  Oblinus.  The  Kortrights  at  first 
also  used  the  van. 

The  subject  of  our  Dutch  family  names  is  a  curious  one,  as  will  be  abund- 
antly verified  in  the  coming  pages  ;  and  should  be  first  well  studied  by  those 
who  undertake  to  compile  Dutch  genealogy.  See  other  remarks,  and  a  list 
of  Dutch  baptismal  names,  with  their  English  equivalent,  in  '*  Annals  oj 
J^fwkrum^**  page  265. 
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tending  forces.  Port  Mardyk,  in  the  vicinity,  was  seized  by  the 
French  on  their  taking  Dunkirk.  After  six  years  they  were 
driven  out  of  the  fort  and  both  towns  by  the  Archduke  Leo- 
pold, Governor  of  the  Low  Countries ;  but  the  French  again 
became  masters  of  all  in  1658,  conferring  Mardyk  with  Dunkirk 
upon  the  English,  now  their  allies,  who  in  1662  restored  both  to 
the  French,  whence  Mardyk  fell  under  the  iron  rule  of  Louis 
XIV.  Meynard  JourneBy  a  young  man  bom  here,  withdrew 
during  these  troublous  times,  and  after  wandering  up  and  down 
the  Bhine  appears' at  Harlem,  and  finally  on  Staten  Island, 
founding  there  the  reputable  family  of  Journeay. 

Bruges  was  the  last  Flemish  town  as  one  approached  the 
Dutch  border,  distant  eight  miles  from  the  coast  and  ten  south 
of  Sluis.  Very  ancient  too,  it  was  the  vieritable  godfather  of 
Flanders,  to  which  it  had  given  a  name,  originally  Vlonderen,  a 
Flemish  term  equivalent  to  Bruges  (or  Bruggey  that  is  Bridges ^ 
as  its  Dutch  people  called  it),  and  which  it  early  took  from  the 
many  bridges  in  the  town  and  environs.  Once  among  the  most 
commercial  and  opulent  of  the  Netherland  cities,  it  dared  defy 
the  Emperor  Maximilian,  whose  vials  of  wrath  vented  upon  it, 
and  its  troubles  under  Alva,  with  the  rivalry  of  its  neighbors 
Ghent  and  Antwerp,  had  ruined  its  industries.  It  was  six  years 
under  Protestant  rule,  but  on  May  22d,  1584,  submitted  to  the 
King  of  Spain.  By  degrees  its  Protestant  population  forsook 
it ;  and  so  did  the  good  Jan  Tibout,  the  Tiebout  ancestor,  for 
a  dozen  years  town-clerk  and  voorleser  at  Harlem,  and  also  Joost 
Jansen  Kockuyty  who  belongs  to  its  history. 

Sluis  was  made  very  secure  by  the  Dutch,  after  being 
wrested  from  the  Spaniards  in  1604,  the  latter  trying  in  vain 
to  retake  it  in  1621  on  the  renewal  of  the  war  at  the  end 
of  the  twelve  years'  truce.  Its  large  gardens  and  bleaching 
grounds  told  the  useful  occupations  of  its  people  ;  but  its 
air  was  so  malarious,  as  in  all  that  flat  country,  that  strangers 
could  not  well  abide  there,  even  its  garrison  having  to  be 
changed  every  year.  But  it  was  the  nearest  Dutch  town  within 
reach  of  refugees  from  France  and  Flanders,  and  its  strong 
walls  offered  them  safety,  so  that  many  such,  and  among  them 
our  Caster  and  Cresson,  found  a  temporary  home  here.  Sluis 
castle  had  a  reminiscence  affecting  to  the  refugees,  for  here  the 
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Admiral  Coligny,  taJjen  by  the  Spaniards  at  the  battle  of  St. 
Quentin  in  1557^  was  confined,  and  alone  with  his  Bible  in  his 
cell,  became  a  Protestant,  going  hence  indeed  to  meet  a  cruel 
death  in  the  St.  Bartholomew,  but  not  till  he  had  nobly  served 
the  Huguenot  cause,  both  in  council  and  in  the  field.  One  who 
could  wield  with  equal  skill  the  sword  of  the  Spirit  came  from 
Sluis  at  a  later  day  :  we  refer  to  Ouiliaeni  Bertholfy  parish  clerk 
at  Harlem,  before  he  entered  the  ministry  to  become  the 
"  itinerating  apostle  of  New  Jersey."  * 

*  GuiLiAEM  Bkrtholp  and  his  w.  Martina  Hendricks  Verwey,  with  leuers 
from  Sluis,  joined  the  church  at  Bergen,  N.  J.,  Oct.  6,  16S4.  He  lived  at 
Ackquackneck.  In  1690  he  removed  to  H.,  continued  there  about  a  year  and 
a  half,  and  soon  after  went  to  Holland  for  ministerial  ordination.  On  his 
return  he  became  pastor  at  Hackensack,  in  which  service  he  ended  his  days 
in  1724.  Indefatigable  in  his  work,  he  labored  extensively  among  the  sur- 
rounding churches,  several  of  which  he  was  instrumental  in  forming.  Mr. 
Berthoif  had  three  children  when  he  came  to  this  country,  viz.:  Sarah,  Maria 
and  Elizabeth,  aU  b.  at  Sluis  ;  and  afterwards  Hendrick,  Corynus,  Jacobus, 
Martha  and  Anna.     All  were  church  members  at  Hackensack.     Sarah  m., 

1698,  David  D.  Demarest ;  Maria  m.,  1699,  John  Bogart;  Elizabeth  m., 

1699.  John  Terhune,  in  171 8,  Roelof  Bogart;  Hendrick  m.,  1707,  Mary  Ter- 
faune  ;  Corynus  m.,  1718,  Anna  Reyersen  ;  Martha  m.,  1713,  Albert  Bogart ; 
ya<obus  m.  Elizabeth  van  Imburgh ;  and  Anna  m.,  1718,  Abraham  Varick, 
and  in  1734*  Peter  Post.  Some  of  this  name  we  have  known  but  to  respect ; 
an  honor  to  an  excellent  ancestor. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


HOLLAND  :  THE   DE  FORESTS,    AND   LA  MONTAGNE. 


THE   final  adieu  to 
Europe  marked  a 
crisis  of  no  trifling  im- 
port, a  grand  turning- 
point  in  the  life  and  the 
destiny  of  our  colonists. 
Cherished    hopes    of    a 
return  were  seldom  re- 
alized.    That  they  were 
led  to  this  decisive  step 
by   a  wonderful    series 
of  providences,  we  have 
sought  to  show.     So  far 
as  signal  and  of  general 
bearing,  these  are  mat- 
ters of  common  history ; 
if  less  fortunate  in  our 
search  for  special  causes, 
,  limited  to  precise  times, 
places,  and  individuals, 
we  must  plead  the  diflS- 
culties  attending  such  minute  inquiry.    But  while  the  craving  for 
such  details  of  personal  experience  can  be  but  partially  satisfied, 
our  gleanings  of  this  description,  reserved  for  the  present  chap- 
ter and  the  next  following,  will  include  some  touching  passages 
of  refugee  life  in  Holland  and  elsewhere. 

Holland,  in  natural  features  simply,  had  little  that  was  win- 
ning :  a  boundless  stretch  of  low  pastures,  which,  walled  in  by 
lines  of  dykes  both  from  the  sea  and  the  internal  net-work  of 
sluggish  rivers  and  artificial  watercourses,  formed  the  tame 
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surroundings  of  the  Zuyder  Zee.  The  latter,  the  delight  of  the 
Hollander,  of  whose  imperturbahle  nature  its  broad  glassy  bosom 
in  its  unrufiBed  repose  presented  a  fit  emblem,  was  changed  from 
a  lake  to  an  inland  sea  by  an  inundation  in  1282,  which,  break- 
ing through  the  narrow  barrier  on  the  north,  united  it  with  the 
German  Ocean,  but  leaving  to  guard  its  eatrance  small  patches 
of  land  forming  the  Texel  and  several  lesser  islands.  The  Zuy- 
der Zee  had  on  the  west  the  peninsula  of  North  Ilolland.  On 
the  opposite  side,  which  swept  in  a  half  circle  from  north  to 
south,  it  washed  the  shores  of  Friesland,  Overyssel,  Gelderland, 
and  Utrecht ;  the  latter  reacliing  westerly  to  South  Holland, 
which  with  North  Holland  composed  but  one  province.  In 
the  last-named  was  Amsterdam,  the  rich  commercial  emporium 
(rf  the  Dutch,  seated  in  the  mouth  of  the  Y,  an  arm  or  inlet  of 
the  Zuyder  Zee.  With  these  five  districts,  which  nearly  encir- 
cled this  inland  sea,  the  Seven  United  Provinces  also  numbered 
Groningen,  to  the  east  of  Friesland  ;  and  Zeeland,  lying  be- 
tween South  Holland  and  Flanders,  but  broken  into  several 
islands  by  the  outlets  of  the  Maas  and  Scheldt.  Groningen,  with 
Drenthe  next  southerly,  and  then  Overyssel  (of  which  Drenthe 
was  usually  reckoned  a  part),  formed  in  conjunction  with  Zut- 
phen,  a  section  of  Gelderland  to  the  south  of  Overyssel,  the  great 
eastern  boundary  of  the  United  Provinces  along  the  German 
circle  of  Westphalia. 

With  all  its  monotony  of  landscape,  Holland,  even  in  the 
time  of  our  colonists,  bore  witness  to  the  indefatigable  industry 
of  its  people,  in  its  vast  system  of  canals,  extensive  dykes  and 
drainage,  and  thorough  cultivation  ;  the  neatness  and  thrift  of 
its  towns  and  villages,  and  its  incessant  activities,  domestic  and 
maritime.  Scarce  enough  of  resemblance  was  found  to  ally  it 
to  the  parent  country  we  have  so  fully  described,  so  striking 
was  the  difference,  both  in  the  temper  of  its  people  and  in  the 
matters  of  government  and  religion  ;  for  in  all  that  was  essential 
to  render  its  people  both  free  and  prosperous,  the  happy  release 
from  the  double  yoke  of  Spain  and  the  Papacy  had  wrought 
here  a  marvellous  transformation.  Its  antique  cloisters  were 
now  applied  to  secular  uses,  its  venerable  churches  and  cathe- 
drals devoted  to  the  Reformed  service,  its  dingy  castles  the  merest 
relics  of  an  expiring  feudalism.     And  if  the  scarred  walls  of  its 
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cities  told  the  tragic  story  of  a  recent  desperate  struggle,  innu- 
merable crafts  plying  upon  its  canals  and  rivers,  and  shipping 
crowding  every  seaport,  as  plainly  witnessed  to  its  present  pros- 
perity. Its  glory  now  was  ^n  being  free  ;  the  recognized  home 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty  1 

But  however  worthy  our  study,  Holland  will  now  engage  us 
only  with  reference  to  the  homes  or  the  movements  of  the  par- 
ticular persons  whose  checkered  story  forms  a  part  of  the  history 
we  are  writing.  Every  one  of  the  United  Provinces  was  repre- 
sented in  the  original  community  at  Harlem,  though  the  settlers 
from  those  provinces  hailed  chiefly  from  cities  or  villages  on  or 
near  the  German  Ocean  and  the  Zuyder  iSee.  Naturally,  the 
great  cities  Amsterdam  and  Leyden  gave  the  largest  number, 
the  last-named  place  being  situated  but  twenty-two  miles  south- 
west of  the  former,  and  at  that  day  communicating  with  it  by 
means  of  the  Leyden  Canal,  the  Harlem  Lake,  and  the  Y. 

Leyden  was  unexcelled  for  the  beauty  of  its  surroundings,  as 
Dutch  beauty  went.  It  stood  in  the  midst  of  the  Bhineland,  a 
fertile  flat,  aptly  called  the  Garden  of  Holland.  On  these  broad 
meadows  grazed  numerous  herds,  the  district  being  famous  for 
its  superior  butter  and  cheese  dairies.  Directly  environed  by 
pretty  villas  and  gardens,  the  city  was  inclosed  by  ramparts 
(since  removed),  around  which  ran  a  moat,  crossed  by  seven 
drawbridges  leading  to  the  city  gates ;  the  approaches  to  these, 
arched  with  the  foliage  of  overhanging  trees,  most  agreeably 
impressing  the  visitor  entering  for  the  first  time.  The  city  was 
intersected  by  the  river  Ehine,  which  rolling  down  from  the 
classic  Alps  through  two  hundred  leagues  of  grandest  highland 
scenery,  but  reft  of  force  and  volume  by  diversion  in  the  low- 
lands, flowed  placidly  into  the  city  in  two  branches,  which  unit- 
ing in  one  near  the  centre,  slid  on  six  miles  farther,  to  the  Ger- 
man Ocean.  It  fed  canals  which  traversed  the  town  in  all 
directions  between  lines  of  shade-trees,  and  under  numerous 
bridges.  The  thoroughfares  were  broad  and  cleanly,  and  the 
dwellings  and  shops,  built  mainly  of  brick  and  standing  with 
gables  to  the  street,  exhibited  the  true  Holland  style.  The 
Dutch  burghers  and  their  vrouws  were  wont  to  resort  for  recre- 
ation to  the  shady  walks  upon  the  city  walls  ;  or  to  the  battle- 
ments of  the  Burg,  an  old  castle  or  fortress  rising  from  a  mound 
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central  of  the  town,  at  the  point  where  the  Old  and  New  Shine 
joined  ;  and  which  afforded  a  picturesque  view — rows  of  curious 
notched  gables,  belfries  and  church  steeples,  with  a  wide  and 
charming  outlook  over  the  country  beyond.  With  the  advan- 
tage of  a  clear  atmosphere  (an  unusual  condition  in  that  moist 
climate)  the  eye  might  roam  westerly  to  the  ocean,  see  southerly 
the  masts  of  Botterdam,  easterly  follow  up  the  tortuous  course 
of  the  Rhine,  descry  to  the  north-east  the  shipping  of  Amsterdam, 
and  catch  glimpses  of  that  great  inland  ocean,  the  Zuyder  Zee. 

Leyden  had  early  become  a  principal  refuge  for  the  perse- 
cuted. Its  brave  and  effectual  resistance  during  the  Spanish 
siege  in  1574  gave  it  pre-eminence  as  a  place  of  strength  and 

security,  and  attracted  to 
its  gates  the  flying  multi- 
tudes driven  by  oppression 
from  other  lands.  Of  these 
the  Walloon  refugees  were 
by  far  the  most  numerous, 
and  being  welcomed  by  the 
magistrates  and  people,  they 
formed  a  church  in  1584, 
the  burgomasters  at  their 
request  giving  them  the  per- 
manent use  of  an  old  edifice 
erected  in   the    fourteenth 

Walloon  Church  at  Leyden.  ^®"^^^y    ^^    ^^^^    Hacrlcm- 

straat,  in  the  northern  sec- 
tion of  the  city  called  Marendorp,  and  still  styled  as  by  its 
Catholic  founders,  the  Lieve  Vrouw  Kerk,  or  the  Church  of  the 
Virgin  Mary.  It  was  thence  known  as  the  French  or  Wallooii 
Church.  On  a  later  influx  of  refugees,  this  building  being 
found  too  small  for  the  large  increase  of  communicants,  they 
were  permitted  to  celebrate  the  Lord's  Supper  in  the  Qasthuys 
(or  Almshouse)  Kerk,  which  stood  convenient  to  the  other,  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Breedestraat  (the  main  thoroughfare  run- 
ning east  and  west  through  the  city),  and  attached  to  the  St. 
Catharine  Qasthuys,  which  occupied  grounds  in  its  rear.  Tn 
1606  the  Walloons  founded  a  college,  for  the  better  training 
of  their  youth   in  their  favorite  Calvinistic  theology ;   as  the 
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^vinity  school  connected  with  the  Leyden  University,  though 
now  enjoying  great  patronage,  had  become  much  distracted 
by  the  doctrinal  controversy  between   its   professors   Goma- 
ruB  and  Arminius.     Daniel  Golonius,  pastor  of  the  Walloon 
Chni'ch,  was  made  regent  of  the  new  college.     The  Walloons, 
nurtured,  as  we  have  seen,  in  the  iron  cradle  of  trial,  bore  with 
them  into  exile  less  wealth  than  virtue,  but  with  the  latter  a 
remarkable  degree  of  common-sense  and  business  energy.     At 
Leyden  their  skill  and  industry  soon  told  upon  the  commercial 
interests  of  the  city,  especially  through  the  medium  of  the  cloth 
trade,for  whichLey- 
den  was  now  justly 
famed  above  dl  the 
other  towns  in  Hol- 
land. Given  its  first 
impetus  by  Flemish 
artisans  from  Ypres, 
in    the    fourteenth 
century,  the  woollen 
manufacture      had 
grown  to  such  mag- 
nitude as  to  engross 
a  large  share  of  the 
activities  of  the  citi- 
zens ;  by  more  than 
three  hundred  busy 

hand-looms  turning  The  Zaay  Hall, 

out  per  annum  fifty 

thousand  pieces  of  cloth — ^not  to  include  flannels,  carpets,  baize, 
etc.,  amounting  in  addition  to  over  nine  thousand  pieces  a  year ! 
The  older  part  of  Leyden  contained  four  "  vierendeels,''  or 
quarters ;  which  district,  Bnrromded  by  the  several  enlarge- 
ments of  theeity  msde  from  time  to  time,  formed  the  central 
pwt  of  the  town,  and  stretched  along  the  Breedestraat,  two 
n]pon  the  north  side  and  two  on  the  south.  One  of  the  latter, 
called  the  Woolhouse  Quarter,  was  so  named  because  within  its 
limits,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Steenschuur  Canal,  a  little  east 
of  where  it  crossed  the  Yoldersgraft,  stood  the  Zaay  Hall, 
the  great  cloth  emporium  of  the  city  of  Leyden.    This  building. 
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formerly^  in  popish  times^  a  chapel  of  the  St.  Jacob  brother- 
hood, had  been  vacated  by  this  order,  sold  to  the  city,  and  for 
some  time  used  for  the  storage  of  wool,  whence  it  was  called  the 
Woolhonse.  About  the  year  1596,  it  was  refitted  and  appropri- 
ated to  the  cloth  trade.  Here,  before  they  could  be  sold,  must 
be  brought  all  the  serges  and  camlets,  broadcloths,  single  cloths 
and  gentry  cloths,  with  some  coarser  sorts,  which  were  made 
within  the  town,  to  be  inspected  and  appraised,  and  have  at- 
tached the  indispensable  "  vent  loot,"  or  official  leaden  stamp. 
And  here  resorted  the  cloth  manufacturers  and  drapers  of 
Leyden — the  one  to  display  and  sell  his  goods,  the  other  to  buy. 
From  the  **  zaays,"  or  serges,  the  building  took  its  name,  the 
Zaay  Hall.  On  every  weekday  in  this  great  mart  for  trading 
was  presented  an  animated  scene :  the  inspectors,  as  required 
by  law,  busily  examining  the  white,  black,  or  colored  goods,  to 
determine  both  quality  and  quantity ;  the  noisy  klopper,  with  a 
blow  affixing  the  proper  stamp ;  and  the  vociferous  salesman, 
crying  his  price  to  the  buyers  who  thronged  the  place ;  while 
interrupting  the  buzz  of  voices,  the  two  clocks  overhead  faith- 
fully struck  the  hour  and  half  hour,  and  anon  the  chime  of 
small  bells  which  also  adorned  the  tower,  to  each  its  name,  as 
the  Weaver,  the  Dyer,  etc.,  rung  out  a  pleasing  melody. 

Another  district,  called  the  Gasthuys  Vierendeel  (Almshouse 
Quarter),  had  on  the  north  side  the  Rhine  below  the  junction 
of  its  two  branches,  upon  the  south  the  Breedestraat,  and  to 
the  east  the  Wanthuys  Quarter.  It  took  its  name  from  the  St. 
Catharine  Gasthuys,  which  yrith  its  kerk,  before  spoken  of,  stood 
within  its  limits,  a  little  to  the  west  of  that  antique  and  masaivB 
pife,  the  Stadt  Huys,  or  City  Hall.  Through  this  quarter,  along 
the  west  side  of  the  Gasthuys  kerk  yard,  a  little  street  called  the 
Vrouwsteeg  (woman's  lane)  led  northward  across  the  Rhine 
to  the  Walloon  Church,  and  was  often  devoutly  trodden  by  the 
feet  of  the  refugees. 

In  the  Gasthuys  Quarter  lived  a  Walloon  named  Jesse  de 
Forest.  He  was  one  of  the  exiles  from  Avesnes,  in  the  prov- 
ince of  Hainault,  as  already  noticed,  driven  by  the  perils  of  the 
times  to  take  refuge  at  Sedan  ;  and  whence  the  De  Forests, 
after  a  sojourn  there  apparently  of  some  years,  had  removed 
down  the  Maas  to  Holland. 
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tTesse^  Jean,  Michel,  and  Gerard,  recognized  as  brothers,  are 
found  at  Leyden,  with  a  sister  Jeanne,  whose  husband  was  one 
Cartier,  from  Columbier,  Prance.  The  De  Forests  stood  promi- 
nent among  the  French  refugees,  Jesse  and  Gerard,  of  whom 
only  we  shall  need  to  speak  further,  were  by  occupation  dyers. 
It  was  their  subtile  art  which  imparted  beauty  and  value  to  those 
useful  fabrics  displayed  and  sold  at  the  Zaay  Hall.  Gerard, 
whose  birthplace  was  Avesnes,  married  at  Leyden,  on  August 
12th,  1611,  a  young  lady  of  French  parentage,  but  born  here, 
Hester,  daughter  of  Crispin  and  Agnes  de  la  Grange,  the  latter 
now  a  widow.  Surviving  his  marriage  forty-five  years,  he  was 
blessed  with  a  goodly  competence,  and  in  seeing  his  .chil- 
dren respectably  married  at  Leyden.  His  brother  Jesse  had 
brought  a  wife  with  him  to  Holland,  Marie  du  Cloux,  whom 
he  probably  married  at  Sedan,  as  his  eldest  son  was  born 
there.  Five  children  that  reached  maturity  came  of  this  nnion, 
namely,  Jean,  Henry,  Rachel,  Jesse,  and  Isaac.  More  than 
once,  however,  had  death  invaded  their  circle,  taking  little 
Israel  and  Philippe  from  their  fond  embrace.  Yet  having  for 
love  to  God  forsaken  country  and  kindred,,  they  could  accept 
these  painful  visitations  as  the  salutary  chastenings  of  an  All- 
wise  Father,  teaching  them  the  lesson  of  resignation  to  His  will, 
and  inspiring  a  faith  to  look  upward  and  beyond.  Diligent  also 
in  his  avocation,  which  had  long  ranked  among  the  '^  Greater 
Arts,"  Jesse  de  Forest,  in  the  easy  position  of  a  master  artisan, 
was  one  of  a  limited  number  having  license  from  the  magis- 
trates ^^  to  dye  serges  and  camlets  in  colors."  It  was  a  tribute 
to  his  skill ;  for  only  the  most  expert  and  approved  dyers  were 
thus  preferred,  as  on  the  beauty  and  permanence  of  the  colors 
so  largely  depended  the  repntation  and  success  of  the  cloth  trade 
of  Leyden.  Plying  his  useful  art,  De  Forest  mixed  his  delicate 
tints,  and  among  his  steaming  vats  daily  earned  an  honest  liv- 
ing. His  home  was  near  the  Walloon  church,  at  which  he  and 
his  Marie  loved  to  ofiFer  up  their  devotions,  and  where  from 
time  to  time  they  dedicated  their  offspring  to  God  in  baptism. 

But  Jesse  de  Forest  had  again  fallen  upon  perilous  times. 
Leyden  was  at  this  date  rent  by  popular  discords,  which  affected 
the  whole  country,  but  **  this  city  in  particular."  While  the 
people  of  Holland  were  crushed  and  humbled  by  th«  Spanish 
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war,  and  had  to  struggle  for  existence,  they  showed,  as  we  have 
seen,  the  deepest  sympathy  for  the  yicthns  of  oppression  who 
fled  to  their  country  for  refuge.  But  once  in  the  flush  enjoy- 
ment of  peace  and  prosperity,  and  forgetful  of  their  former 
trials,  feelings  of  national  pride  prompted  them  to  draw  lines 
of  social  distinction,  especially  between  themselves  and  the 
foreign  population,  insomuch  that  the  refugees  now  began  to 
be  eyed  with  contempt,  treated  as  inferiors,  and  often  refused 
employment.  This  intolerant  spirit  was  also  fostered  by  the 
parties  and  feuds  which  had  sprung  up  in  church  and  state. 
The  old  dispute  about  predestinationy  which  had  arisen  among 
the  professors  at  the  University,  had  ^^  proceeded  from  the 
schools  into  the  pulpits,"  and  the  people  readily  took  sides. 
Hence  the  controversy  spread  far  and  wide.  The  pastors  of  the 
various  churches,  as  well  as  their  flocks,  became  sorely  at  issue, 
many  of  both  classes  embracing  the  Arminian  views ;  those 
holding  these. opinions  being  called  Semonstrants.  The  famous 
Synod  of  Dort,  convened  November  13th,  1618,  on  account  of 
these  dissensions,  remained  in  session  for  over  six  months,  and 
handled  the  Arminian  preachers  with  great  severity.  Its  action 
being  sustained  by  the  government,  initiated  a  general  crusade 
against  the  Bemonstrants,  and  a  large  number  of  their  minis- 
ters, men  of  undoubted  talent  and  piety,  were  deposed  and 
driven  from  the  country.  The  Synod  of  South  Holland,  which 
met  at  Leyden  in  July  following,  though  numbering  but  thirty 
ministers  and  ten  elders,  expelled  about  sixty  Bemonstnmt 
preachers,  who  refused  to  subscribe  to  the  canons  adopted  by 
the  Synod  of  Dort  Many  of  this  proscribed  sect  left  the  coun- 
try, a  part  of  whom  retired  to  Denmark,  and  by  favor  "of  the 
Duke  of  Holstein,  founded  the  town  of  Frederickstadt  in  1621, 
though,  the  troubles  over,  ^^most  of  them  returned  to  their 
native  country/' 

At  Leyden,  where  prior  to  the  Synod  of  Dort  the  new  sect 
had  gained  a  multitude  of  adherents,  including  some  of  the  city 
magistrates,  every  thing  was  now  done  to  suppress  them.  Eject- 
ed from  their  churches,  they  met  for  worship  in  a  private  house, 
only  to  be  driven  out  by  a  mob.  In  vain  they  prayed  the  magis- 
trates to  allow  them  the  public  exercise  of  their  religion,  urg- 
ing that  the  Lutherans,  English  Puritans,  and  even  the  Jews, 
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enjoyed  that  right  unmolested  I  A  burgher  at  whoso  dwelling 
they  assembled  upon  a  night  in  August  was  heavily  fined,  and 
expelled  the  town  for  a  year.  Two  months  later  a  zaay- weaver 
for  having  a  meeting  at  his  house  was  mulct  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  florins,  stripped  of  his  rights  as  a  freeman,  and  ban- 
ished from  Leyden  and  the  Bhineland.  Some  of  the  citizens 
were  fined  and  imprisoned  for  collecting  money  in  aid  of  the 
exiled  pastors. 

At  the  University  a  change  was  made  in  the  faculty,  by  the 
removal  of  all  the  professors  who  were  Remonstrants,  and  the 
appointment  of  approved  Calvinists.  Even  after  their  eject- 
ment they  were  followed  with  a  malevolence  which  is  in  strange 
contrast  with  our  ideas  of  toleration.  And  it  was  but  the  cul- 
mination of  this  same  politico-religious  persecution  that  brought 
to  the  block  that  venerable  and  pure-minded  patriot  Oldenbar- 
neveldt.  May  13th,  1619,  while  the  Synod  was  yet  in  session  at 
Dort ;  a  cruel  episode  of  the  war  upon  the  Bemonstrants,  and 
which  thrilled  the  nation  with  horror.  The  severity  toward  that 
sect  did  not  cease  for  some  years  after  ;  several  executions  took 
place  at  Leyden,  and  this  town  was  the  last  to  grant  them  toler- 
ation. These  party  strifes  and  public  tumults  having  a  ten* 
dency  to  unhinge  society,  to  fetter  speech  aftd  conscience,  to 
check  the  industries  of  the  people  and  make  a  livelihood  more 
difficult,  greatly  disquieted  all  classes,  but  more  especially  the 
foreign  refugees. 

While  these  things  were  transpiring,  there  attended  the 
Walloon  church  a  young  Frenchman,  who  was  a  boarder  in  the 
family  of  one  Robert  Botack,  a  shoemaker  on  the  Voldersgraf t, 
and  was  studying  medicine  under  the  learned  Heumius  at  the 
University,  where  he  had  been  registered  as  a  student  November 
19th,  1619,  in  the  Latin  style,  Johannes  Monerius  Montanusy  or 
as  in  French,  Jean  Mousnier  de  La  Montagne.  His  surname 
might  betoken  social  rank,  or  as  already  suggested  point  to  a 
family  origin  in  La  Montague,  or  both  ;  yet  without  doubt 
connects  him  with  the  talented  family  of  that  name  which 
became  so  distinguished  in  the  fields  of  theology,  medicine,  and 
literature  during  the  sixteenth  century.  Himself,  as  before 
seen,  a  refugee  from  Saintonge,  he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age 
on  entering  the  University.     It  was  directly  after  the  aforesaid 
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change  in  tho  faculty  had  taken  place^  a  change  mnch  approved 
by  the  French  families,  who  as  CaJyinists  were  opposed  to  the 
former  regime  ;  and  which  may  have  had  its  weight  with  Mon- 
tague in  going  thither,  but  more  the  better  facilities  afforded 
by  a  new  edifice,  with  the  other  and  peculiar  advantages  which 
a  membership  conferred.* 

The  University  building  stood  in  the  south-western  part  of  the 
city,  upon  the  west  side  of  the  street  and  canal  called  the  Bapen- 
burg,  where  it  was  crossed  by  the  Nun's  Bridge  upon  the  lane 
running  east  and  west  known  as  the  Kloksteeg.  The  building 
being  nearly  consumed  by  fire  November  11th,  1616  (a  very 
plain  structure,  formerly  a  cloister  of  the  White  Nuns),  it  had 
been  rebuilt  with  more  elegance  and  better  accommodations, 
and  adorned  with  a  spire  and  clock. 

From  the  eastern  windows  of  the  University  looking  down 
the  Kloksteeg,  could  often  be  seen  a  company  of  English  dis- 
senters assembling  for  worship  at  the  dwelling  of  their  pastor, 
John  Bobinson,  on  the  south  side  of  the  street,  opposite  St. 
Peter's  Church.  Here  were  wont  to  gather  the  pious  Carver, 
and  Brewster,  and  Brewer,  and  Bradford,  Winslow  and  Stan- 
dish,  and  many  others  of  the  '*  Pilgrim  Fathers,"  to  receive 
the  word  of  life,  '*  enjoying,"  says  one  of  them,  "  much  sweet 
and  delightful  society  and  spiritual  comfort  together,  in  the 
ways  of  Ood."  Many  of  these  persons  working  at  honest  em- 
ployments connected  with  tho  staple  manufacture  of  the  city, 
Euch  as  weavers,  carders,  dyers,  etc.,  were  almost  as  well  known 
as  was  their  pastor  Bobinson,  who  was  a  constant  visitor  at  the 
University  and  a  reader  at  tho  library,  and  who  being  "  versed 
in  the  Dutch  language,"  had  '^  procured  him  much  honor  and 
respect,"  in  the  pulpit  of  St.  Peter,  by  his  defence  of  Calvinism 
in  the  recent  discussions.  And  at  the  time  Montague  entered 
the  University,  the  affair  of  Brewer  and  his  associate  Brewster 
was  in  every  one's  mouth.     These  worthy  men,  in  a  room  near 

*  Montagne's  age  warrants  the  belief  that  he  had  finished  a  course  of  study 
elsewhere  before  coming  to  Leyden,  and  now  attached  himself  to  the  Uni- 
versity, as  was  a  common  practice,  for  professional  improvement,  as  well  as 
to  secure  other  benefits  aiul  immunities  which  such  connection  conferred. 
All  thus  entering  were  termed  students ;  and  so  Montague  was  always 
enrolled  "  student  of  medicine,"  though  his  membership  was  three  times 
severed  and  as  often  renewed  in  a  space  of  seventeen  years. 
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BobinBon's  bouse,  were  engaged  in  printing  religious  books  for 
the  English  dissenters.  Being  complained  of  by  Sir  Dudley 
Garleton,  the  English  ambassador  at  the  Hague,  it  deyolved 
upon  the  University  of  which  Brewer  was  a  member  to  investi- 
gate the  matter.  The  accused  persons  being  exonerated,  the 
affair  was  eclipsed  by*  the  graver  agitations  of  the  times ;  yet  the 
fears  which  it  excited  gave  spur  to  a  movement  now  contem- 
plated by  the  English  congregation. 

Bobinson  and  his  flock  feeling  ill  at  ease  in  Leyden,  had  been 
led  ^^  both  deeply  to  apprehend  their  present  dangers,  and  wise- 
ly to  foresee  the  future,  and  think  of  timely  remedy.*'  Having 
resolved  upon  a  "  removal  to  some  other  place,**  they  were  look- 
ing toward  America  as  their  future  home.  But  several  years 
were  spent  in  fruitless  negotiation  for  aid  with  **  The  Virginia 
Company  of  London,"  and  "  The  New  Netherland  Company** 
at  Amsterdam.  At  length  obtaining  the  needed  assistance  from 
private  sources,  a  good  portion  of  the  church,  ^^  the  youngest 
and  strongest  part,'*  after  a  farewell  meeting  at  Robinson's 
house,  departed  from  ^'  that  goodly  and  pleasant  citie,**  July 
aist,  1620,  to  embark  at  Delft  Haven.  "  They  that  stayed  at 
Leyden,**  says  Winslow,  "  feasted  us  that  were  to  go,  at  our 
pastor's  house,  being  large,  where  we  refreshed  ourselves  after 
tears  with  singing  of  psalms,  making  joyful  melody  in  our 
hearts,  as  well  as  with  the  voice.  •  .  •  After  this  they  accom- 
panied us  to  Delft  Haven.** 

So  remarkable  an  exodus,  its  preparation,  object,  and  destina- 
tion, being  generally  known  throughout  the  city,  had  its  influ- 
ence upon  others,  who  like  the  former,  "pilgrims,**  wearied 
and  alarmed  by  the  prevailing  disorders,  were  casting  about 
for  a  better  home.  It  especially  affected  the  French  and  Belgian 
refugees,  to  whom  another  cause  of  apprehension  now  presented 
itself.  This  was  a  threatened  war  vrith  Spain,  which  reviving 
gloomy  recollections  of  former  trials,  set  many  to  planning  soma 
way  of  escape  from  the  dreaded  atrocities  of  war,  to  which  they 
were  likely  to  be  again  exposed.  Hence  the  subject  of  a  remov- 
al to  America  began  to  be  agitated  also  among  the  Walloons  at 
Leyden,  whose  numbers  were  now  daily  and  largely  increasing 
by  the  arrival  of  other  refugees,  impelled  by  their  fears  to  leave 
the  southern  provinces ;  and  many  needed  only  the  necessary . 
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means  or  guarantees  of  protection,  etc.,  to  induce  them  to  emi- 
grate. Of  the  number  pledged  to.  do  8O9  were  Jesse  de  Forest 
and  his  family;  with  two  named  Mousnier,  or  La  Montagne, 
kinsmen,  one  of  whom  was  our  Jean,  "  student  of  medicine,'' 
and  the  other  an  "apothecary  and  surgeon,'*  like  the  former 
single,  and  probably  his  brother. 

For  many  years  efforts  had  been  making  in  Holland,  by  the 
more  wealthy  Walloon  and  other  Belgian  residents,  to  organize 
a  "  West  India  Company,"  to  open  up  a  trade  with  America. 
During  the  truce  with  Spain  this  project  had  slumbered,  but  was 
reyived  on  the  prospect  of  a  renewal  of  the  war ;  the  States- 
Grenertd  being  now  ready  to  encourage  the  formation  of  the 
company,  whose  reprisals  upon  the  settlements  and  commerce 
of  the  common  enemy,  by  means  of  its  armed  vessels,  would  help 
to  weaken  his  power. 

But  the  company  met  with  various  hindrances  even  after 
obtaining  its  charter  in  1621,  not  the  least  of  which  was  the 
want  of  sufficient  capital.  Tracts  "  for  the  instruction  of  the 
public,"  with  which  the  press  literally  teemed,  many  from  the 
forms  of  Elzevier,  the  University  printer,  set  forth  the  grand 
xmdertaking  in  glowing  terms,  and  urged  the  people  to  invest. 
But  still  subscriptions  came  in  slowly ;  great  doubt  and  uncer- 
tainty hung  over  "  the  long-expected  West  India  Company ;" 
insomuch  that  when  in  1621  the  Walloons  began  in  imitation  of 
Bobinson's  people  to  make  plans  for  their  contemplated  emigra- 
tion, the  hope  of  aid  from  this  source,  especially  in  the  tame 
work  of  planting  a  colony,  was  too  faint  to  be  seriously  enter- 
tained. Therefore  they  resolved  to  apply  to  the  English 
ambassador  at  the  Hague  in  regard  to  emigrating  to  Virginia. 

Jesse  de  Forest,  whose  standing  among  the  Walloons  and 
interest  in  the  enterprise  marked  him  as  a  suitable  person  to' 
present  a  letter  of  inquiry  in  their  behalf,  had  been  full  twenty 
years  in  Holland,  and  well  understood  the  condition  and  needs 
of  his  countrymen,  as  also  their  peculiar  views  and  aims  in 
respect  to  this  movement,  upon  which  so  much  was  depending. 
In  an  ably  drawn  communication  to  Sir  Dudley  Carleton  about 
the  first  of  August,  1621,  he  asks  whether  His  Majesty  of  Eng- 
land will  permit  fifty  or  sixty  families,  Walloons  and  French,  all  of 
the  Beformed  Beligion,  to  settle  in  Virginia  ;  will  aid  them  with 
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an  armed  vessel  to  make  the  voyage  ;  will  guarantee  them  pro- 
tection in  their  persons  and  i*eligion  ;  grant  them  land  to  culti- 
vate, and  allow  them  to  form  a  town  and  enjoy  various  specified 
rights  and  privileges  pertaining  to  the  soil  and  to  a  free  com- 
munity.* 

These  inquiries  being  forwarded  to  England  were  referred  by 
the  king  to  the  directors  of  the  Virginia  Company,  who  on 
August  11th,  1621,  gave  "  so  fine  an  answer" — in  the  words  of 
a  letter  conveying  the  news  to  their  agent  in  Virginia — ''  as  we 
consider  they  will  resolve  to  go."  But  the  Walloons  thought 
otherwise,  for  as  the  company  ''  were  contented  to  receive  them, 
upon  certain  conditions,"  and  these  quite  different  from  their 
own,  and  could  promise  no  aid  in  the  way  of  providing  ships,  it 
virtually  amounted  to  a  refusal. 
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Autograph  of  Jesse  de  Forest. 
From  an  original  of  1621.  in  the  State  Paper  Office,  London, 

Jesse  de  Forest  continued  his  calling,  and  when  the  people  of 
Leyden  were  registered  for  a  poll-tax  in  the  autumn  of  1622, 
the  dyer  with  his  family,  numbering  his  wife  and  five  children^ 
and  their  maid-servant,  Margariete  Du  Can,  still  lived  on  the 
Breedestraat,  within  the  Almshouse  Quarter.     The  great  theme 

*  De  Forest's  letter,  translated  by  Dr.  O'Callaghan  from  the  French  copy 
in  the  Broadhead  papers,  is  printed  in  **  Documents  Relating  to  the  Colonial 
History  of  the  State  of  New  York,''  vol.  iii.,  p.  9.  The  signature,  as  in  the 
copy,  is  there  erroneously  printed  Jose  de  Forest ;  see  above,  facsimile  of 
the  original  autograph,  Irom  a  tracing  obligingly  sent  me  by  Mr.  W.  Noel 
Sainsbury,  of  Her  Majesty's  State  Paper  Office,  London.  The  closing  para- 
graph of  this  letter,  in  the  original,  reads  thus  : 

'*  Sur  ce  que  dessus  mondict  Seigneur  I'Ambassadeur  donnera  avis  s*il  luy 
plaist  comme  aussi,  si  son  plaisir  servit  de  faire  expedier  le  diet  privilege  en 
forme  heur  le  plustost  que  faire  se  pourra  a  cause  du  peu  de  temps  qui  reste 
d'icy  au  Mars  (temps  commode  pour  I'cmbarquement)  pour  faire  I'acceuil 
de  tout  ce  qui  est  requis  ce  faisant  obligera  ses  serviteurs  a  prier  Dieu  pour 
I'accomplissement  de  ses  saincts  deseins  et  pour  la  sante  et  longe  vie. 

"Jesse  de  Forest.** 
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which  had  absorbed  his  mind — America — ^was  nevertheless  not 
forgotten.  Anon  this  wish  of  his  heart  was  to  be  realized^  bat 
in  an  unexpected  way. 

The  West  India  Company  had  so  far  succeeded  in  its  organi- 
zation, and  in  raising  the  necessary  amount  of  capital,  as  to 
begin  operations  through  its  board  of  managers  chosen  Septem- 
ber nthj  1622.  Under  its  xmtronage  and  bound  to  a  term  of 
serrice,  a  company  of  Walloons  with  their  families  sailed  for 
New  Netherland  early  in  the  succeeding  March  ;  but  De  Forest 
and  the  Montagues  declined  to  accompany  them,  as  did  most  of 
those  who  had  subscribed  to  the  Virginia  project.  This  was  not 
the  inviting  plan  of  free  colonization  which  De  Forest  had  pro- 
posed  ;  and  though  the  adventure  was  attractive  for  its  very 
novelty,  nothing  probably  but  their  necessities  would  have 
induced  any  of  the  Walloons  to  accept  so  tame  a  servitude,  con- 
sidering their  natural  aversion  to  restraint  and  love  of  personal 
freedom.  A  new  purpose  soon  usurped  his  mind — perhaps  it 
had  already — and  the  fortunes  of  Jesse  de  Forest  were  to  take  a 
sudden  turn. 

The  lone  ship  dispatched  with  the  Walloons,  and  other  vessels 
sent  out  by  the  company  soon  after  to  the  West  Indies,  were 
designed  merely  to  secure  possession  of  the  country  and  to  fore- 
stall the  trade.  The  grand  business  in  hand  was  the  conquest 
of  Brazil.  Invested  with  the  control  of  the  Dutch  possessions 
in  Africa  and  America,  with  ample  powers  to  trade  with  and 
colonize  those  countries,  expel  the  Spaniards,  and  prey  upon 
their  commerce,  the  company  now  began  the  most  extensive 
preparations  to  this  end.  The  dockyards  of  Holland  resounded 
with  the  noise  of  busy  workmen,  and  loud  was  the  call  for  sea- 
men and  soldiers  to  man  the  fleet.  At  length  a  powerful  arma- 
ment was  ready  to  sail.  On  December  2l8t  and  22d,  1623,  nine- 
teen ships  of  war  left  the  Texel  and  the  Ems,  with  the  Admiral 
Jacob  Willekens,  joined  the  next  day  by  three  more  from  the 
Maas,  making  twenty-two  vessels  of  war  destined  to  operate 
against  the  Spanish  settlements  in  the  West  Indies  and  Brazil. 
This  expedition,  designed  also  to  cripple  the  maritime  power  of 
Spain,  and  ultimately  compel  her,  if  not  to  yield  her  control  of 
the  Low  Countries,  at  least  to  grant  civil  and  religious  rights  to 
the  inhabitants  and  the  restoration  of  their  sequestered  estates 
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to  the  refugees^  was  in  high  favor  with  the  "Walloons,  whose 
patriotism  and  martial  spirit  were  aroused  by  this  stirring  call 
to  arms.  For  some  time  Lejden  had  witnessed  ^^  nothing  but 
beating  of  drums  and  preparings  for  war/'  Even  the  excellent 
Golonius,  pastor  of  the  Walloon  Church,  had  taken  the  field 
with  Prince  Maurice,  the  Stadtholder,  against  the  Spaniards. 
And  so  Jesse  de  Forest,  giving  up  his  old  occupation,  enlisted  in 
this  grand  naval  expedition  to  Brazil.  He  had  latterly  occupied 
a  house  with  his  brother  Gerard,  on  the  Mare,  a  canal  running 
north  from  the  Rhine  to  the  city  gate  called  the  Mare  Port. 
Gerard  was  to  continue  the  business,  but  was  licensed  only  to 
dye  in  black.  Appearing  before  the  burgomasters  January  4th, 
1624,  and  stating  that  his  brother  Jesse  had  *'  lately  departed 
with  the  vessels  for  the  West  Indies,"  he  requested  to  be 
appointed  in  his  stead  to  dye  serges  and  camlets  in  cohra,  as 
the  number  of  dyers  engaged  in  this  specialty  would  not  thereby 
be  increased  ;  and  his  request  was  granted. 

But  here  the  veil  drops  over  the  career  of  our  l)e  Forest. 
The  summer  was  not  quite  ended  when  the  yacht  De  Vos 
brought  news  of  Willekens'  success  in  Brazil,  but  no  good  news 
of  De  Forest.  He  seems  either  to  have  fallen  at  the  siege  of  St. 
Salvador,  or  to  have  otherwise  perished  during  that  arduous 
service,  for  the  fact  of  his  decease  soon  became  known  to  his 
family  in  Holland.  The  sad  tidings  as  it  reached  Leyden  that 
Jesse  de  Forest,  the  dyer,  was  dead,  must  have  caused  many  an 
honest  regret ;  but  a  deeper  sorrow  within  that  small  circle  of 
bereaved  hearts,  the  desolate  widow  and  orphans,  whose  wants 
could  no  longer  be  met  by  his  provident  care.  But  the  breach 
in  the  social  circle  caused  by  the  departure  of  even  so  good  and 
useful  a  man — what  was  it  in  the  grievous  mortality  which 
visited  Leyden  in  the  years  1624  and  1625  ?  Years  roll  on,  and 
those  whom  he  left  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  patient  labor ;  but 
the  voice  of  the  lost  husband  and  father  comes  back  no  more. 
Time  buries  alike  his  virtues  and  his  foibles,  and  oblivion  claims 
the  memory  of  Jesse  de  Forest.  Ah  !  not  so  ;  he  still  lives  in 
his  last  ambitious  adventure,  to  mould  other  destinies  which  are 
yet  in  the  unrevealed  future. 

Near  the  time  De  Forest  went  abroad,  our  Jean  La  Montague, 
latterly  a  boarder,  with  other  "  students,'*  in  the  family  of 
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Thomas  Comelisz,  on  the  Breedestraat,  in  Meat  Market  Row,  is 
fonnd  to  have  quit  the  University.  The  coincidence,  and  at  a 
juncture  when  physicians  were  needed  for  the  fleet,  almost  forces 
the  conviction  that  he  too  had  joined  the  expedition.*  But 
perhaps  he  had  merely  retired  from  Leyden  to  avoid  the  plague, 
which,  as  intimated,  made  fearful  ravages  in  that  city  in  the 
two  ensuing  years.  Leaving  this  to  conjecture  as  we  must,  it 
at  least  appears  that  after  having  been  gone  for  some  time, 
Montague  returned  to  Leyden,  and  in  order  that  he  might  con- 
tinue his  favorite  studies,  which  had  been  interrupted  by^his 
absence,  and  also  enjoy  the  various  privileges  of  the  University, 
which  he  seems  to  have  valued  very  highly,  was  enrolled  anew 
at  that  institution  as  a  "  student  of  medicine,^'  July  7th,  1626. 
He  had  taken  convenient  lodgings  with  the  widow  De  Forest — 
now  living  on  the  Voldersgraft,  the  second  street  east  of  St. 
Peter's  Church — whose  only  daughter,  the  fair  Rachel,  had 
already  stolen  his  heart,  and  to  whom,  with  the  approval  of  the 
family,  as  signified  by  her  uncle  Gerard,  who  was  present,  Mon- 
tagne  was  united  in  wedlock  by  the  pastor  of  the  Walloon 
Church,  December  12th,  1626.  Living  so  near  to  St.  Peter's, 
one  of  the  principal  churches  in  the  city,  it  was  here  during 
the  following  year  that  they  had  the  joy  to  present  for  baptism 
their  little  son,  Jolant,  their  precious  first-born,  but,  alas ! 
destined  soon  to  be  taken  from  them. 

Holland  was  now  overflowing  with  people,  all  intent  on  mak- 
ing a  livelihood,  but  **  where  one  stiver  was  to  be  gained  there 
were  ten  hands  ready  to  receive  it."  Many  on  that  account 
were  leaving  that  country  in  search  of  other  homes,  where  they 
might  find  better  opportunities,  and  obtain  a  living  more  easily. 
The  possessions  of  the  Dutch  in  America,  known  as  New  Neth- 
erland,  presented  to  such  persons  special  advantages,  and  very 
alluring  was  the  offer  of  the  West  India  Company  to  grant 
each  colonist  as  much  land  as  he  should  be  able  to  cultivate. 
So,  while  many  of  the  sturdy  sons  of  Holland  were  turning 
their  faces  thitherward,  the  subject  was  daily  becoming  of  wider 
and  more,  practical  interest. 

Often  might  have  been  noticed,  poring  over  the  musty  tomes 

*  One  La  Montagne,  captain  in  the  Dutch  service  in  Brazil,  was  killed  in 
the  Portuguese  assault  upon  Fort  Hindersoo,  1646. 
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at  the  University  library,  a  person  of  studious  mien,  known  as 
Johannes  de  Laet,  one  of  the  seyeral  directors  of  the  West  India 
Gompany  who  resided  at  Leyden.  An  elder  of  the  church,  and 
distinguished  for  learning,  moderation,  and  probity,  De  Laet 
enjoyed  the  public  confidence ;  and  the  two  Synods  of  North 
and  South  Holland,  by  selecting  him  to  write  an  ecclesiastical 
history,  paid  a  high  tribute  to  his  judgment  and  impartiality. 
His  prolific  pen  had  done  much  to  familiarize  the  public  mind 
with  the  discoveries  of  the  Dutch  in  America.  One  of  his 
works  published  at  Leyden,  entitled  "  The  New  World  ;  or  a 
Description  of  the  West  Indies,^*  having  been  five  years  in 
print,  appeared  in  an  improved  form  in  1630,  and  gave  the  first 
full  and  authoritative  account  of  New  Netherland,  awaking  a 
lively  interest  not  only  in  the  circles  of  Leyden,  but  throughout 
Holland. 

While  De  Laet's  first  edition  was  yet  in  press,  sundry  letters 
had  been  received  from  the  Walloons  who  had  gone  out  in  1623 
to  Manhattan  and  Fort  Orange  (Albany),  in  which  they  spoke 
in  glowing  terms  of  their  new  home,  extolling  its  "  beautiful 
rivers  and  bubbling  fountains,'^  the  excellence  of  its  soil,  and 
the  abundance  of  its  timber,  fruits,  game,  and  fish ;  then  urging 
their  friends  to  come  out  with  their  families  and  enjoy  the 
benefits  of  a  country  which  fairly  rivalled  ^^  the  paradise  of 
Holland.'' 

The  natural  eflEect'  of  these  letters  *  was  to  induce  not  a  few 
persons  here  and  there  forthwith  to  emigrate,  while  in  many 
others  was  awakened  a  keen  desire  for  fuller  information,  such 
as  the  work  of  De  Laet  was  designed  to  gratify.  The  demand 
for  the  book  became  so  great  as  only  to  be  met  by  repeated 
editions.  .  With  the  original  journals  of  Hudson  and  succeeding 
explorers  before  him,  many  of  the  details  presented  were  exceed- 
ingly entertaining. 

Opening  De  Laet's  vellum-bound,  attractive  folio,  fresh  from 
the  press  of  the  Elzeviers,  the  reader  presently  found  his  atten- 
tion drawn  to  the  extraordinary  advantages  and  resources  of  the 

*  Quoted  in  the  "  Gedenkwaardige  Geschiedenissen^  zo  Kerkelyke  als 
Wenldlyke,''  or  "Remarkable  Events,  as  well  Ecclesiastical  as  Secular, 
from  1603  to  1624,"  by  Rev.  Wilhelmus  Baudartius,  of  Zutphen  ;  printed 
at  Amhem,  1624,  in  2  vols,  folio.  See  Doc,  Hist,  N,  K.,  iv,  131.  Baudartius 
was  grandfather  of  our  Wilhelmus  Beeckman. 
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country  aronnd  the  Island  of  Manhattan,  and  bordering  the 
Great  Biver  of  the  Mountains.  ^^  The  land  is  excellent  and 
beautiful  to  the  eye,  full  of  noble  forest  trees  and  grape-vines  ; 
and  wanting  nothing  but  the  labor  and  industry  of  man  to  ren- 
der it  one  of  the  finest  and  most  fruitful  regions  in  that  part  of 
the  world/' 

He  then  condenses  the  accounts  given  by  '^  our  countrymen 
who  first  explored  this  river,  and  those  who  afterwards  made 
frequent  voyages  thither/*  The  trees  are  **  of  wonderful  size/' 
fit  for  buildings  and  vessels  of  the  largest  class.  Wild  grape^ 
vines  and  walnut  trees  are  abundant  Maize  or  Indian  corn, 
when  cultivated,  yields  a  prolific  return ;  and  so  with  several 
kinds  of  pulse,  as  beans  of  various  colors,  pumpkins — the  finest 
possible,  melons,  and  similar  fruits.  The  soil  is  also  found  well 
adapted  to  wheat  and  several  kinds  of  grain,  as  also  flax,  hemp, 
and  other  European  seeds.  Herbaceous  plants  grow  in  great 
variety,  bearing  splendid  flowers,  or  valuable  for  their  medicinal 
properties.  The  forests  abound  in  wild  animals,  especially  the 
deer  kind ;  with  other  quadrupeds  indigenous  to  this  part  of  the 
country.  Quantities  of  birds,  large  and  small,  frequent  the  riv- 
ers, lakes,  and  forests,  with  plumage  of  great  elegance  and  vari- 
ety of  colors.  Superior  turkey-cocks  are  taken  in  winter,  very 
fat,  and  the  flesli  of  fine  quality.  Salmon,  sturgeon,  and  many 
other  kinds  of  excellent  fish  are  caught  in  the  rivers.  The  cli- 
mate differs  little  in  temperature  from  our  own,  though  the 
country  lies  many  degrees  nearer  the  equator  than  the  Nether- 
lands. In  winter  the  cold  is  intense,  and  snow  falls  frequent 
and  deep,  covering  the  ground  for  a  long  time.  In  summer  it 
is  subject  to  much  thunder  and  lightning,  with  copious  and  re^ 
freshing  showers.  Scarcely  any  part  of  America  is  better  adapt- 
ed for  colonists  from  this  quarter ;  nothing  is  wanting  necessary 
to  sustain  life,  except  cattle,  which  can  be  easily  taken  there, 
and  as  easily  kept,  on  account  of  the  abundance  of  fodder  grow- 
ing naturally  and  luxuriantly. 

The  Indians  are  indolent,  and  some  crafty  and  wicked,  hav- 
ing slain  several  of  our  people.  The  Manhattans,  a  fierce 
nation,  occupy  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river  near  its  mouth. 
Though  hostile  to  our  people,  they  have  sold  them  the  island  or 
point  of  land  which  is  separated  from  the  main  by  Hellegat,  and 
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where  they  have  laid  the  foundations  of  a  city  called  New 
Amsterdam.  The  barbarians  are  divided  into  many  nations 
and  languages,  but  differ  little  in  manners.  They  dress  in  the 
skins  of  animals.  Their  food  is  maize,  crushed  fine  and  baked 
in  cakes ;  with  fish,  birds,  and  wild  game.  Their  weapons  are 
bows  and  arrows ;  their  boats  made  from  the  trunks  of  trees, 
hollowed  out  by  fire.  Some  lead  a  wandering  life,  others  live 
in  bark  houses,  their  furniture  mainly  mats  and  wooden  dishes, 
stone  hatchets,  and  stone  pipes  for  smoking  tobacco.  They 
worship  a  being  called  Manetto,  are  governed  by  chiefs  called 
SagamoSf  are  suspicious,  timid,  revengeful,  and  fickle  ;  but  hos- 
pitable when  well  treated,  ready  to  serve  the  white  man  for 
little  compensation,  and  susceptible  of  being  imbued  with 
religion  and  good  manners,  "especially  if  colonies  of  well^ 
ordered  people  should  be  planted  among  them,  who  would  make 
use  of  their  services  without  rudeness  or  abuse,  and  by  degrees  ! 

teach  them  the  worship  of  the  true  Ood,  and  the  habits  of  civil** 
ized  life.**  j 

These  accounts,  here  epitomized,  were  published  in  French  as 
well  as  in  the  vernacular  tongue,  and  being  eagerly  sought  for  | 

and  read,  proved  a  powerful  incentive  to  emigration  ;  turning  I 

the  scale  with  many  desiring  a  change  in  favor  of  that  new 
country,  whose  superior  advantages  had  been  depicted  with  so 
graphic  a  pen. 

The  same  year  in  which  the  Walloon  college  was  founded,  a 
child  was  bom  in  the  city  of  Leyden,  of  Walloon  parents,  who 
being  well-to-do  no  doubt  educated  him  in  that  school  of  learn- 
ing. This  was  Henry  de  Forest,  the  son  of  Jesse  and  the 
brother  of  Rachel.  Bereft  of  his  father  while  yet  under  age,  he 
had  looked  to  his  uncle  Gerard  for  needed  counsel ;  and  there  is 
pleasing  evidence  that  the  relations  of  the  uncle  and  nephew 
were  intimate  and  confiding.  Time,  with  rapid  flight  and  many 
a  change,  had  ushered  in  the  year  1636.  Henry  was  now  of  the 
mature  age  of  thirty  years  ;  his  brother  Isaac^ — an  infant  of  four 
months  when  the  bells  rung  for  the  great  fire  at  the  University 
— ^had  grown  to  be  a  young  man  of  twenty;  Jean,  the  eldest 
brother, «  dyer  by  occupation,  had  recently  taken  a  wife,  and 
was  living  at  the  Hoogewoert  in  Leyden  ;  while  Jesse,  the  other 
brother,  was  spoken  of  tenderly — ^he  was  dead. 
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Binee  that  memorable  day  when  the  elder  De  Porest  left  the 
shores  of  Holland  never  to  return,  his  family  had  felt  no  com- 
mon interest  in  all  that  related  to  America.  The  favorite  theme 
of  the  social  hoar,  it  lent  a  fascination  to  their  dreams.  As 
seated  around  their  smouldering  turf  fire  they  talked  of  the 
eyentfol  past,  and  now  of  the  flattering  advantages  to  be  en- 
joyed in  New  Netherland — thought  of  the  unwholesome  air  and 
prevalent  agues  of  Leyden,  and  of  the  appalling  scenes  of  the 
preceding  year,  when  pestilence  again  raged  around  them,  and 
many  thousands  of  their  neighbors  and  townsmen  were  swept 
oflf  by  the  plague — the  two  brothers  Henry  and  Isaac  de  Forest 
resolved  to  turn  their  backs  upon  Holland,  for  a  venture  in  New 
Netherland.  There  the  tobacco  culture  now  assumed  new 
importance,  and  promised  large  profits  to  those  who  should 
engage  in  it,  owing  to  the  late  failure  of  that  crop  in  Virginia, 
as  reported  by  vessels  which  had  returned  the  preceding  fall 
from  James  Biver,  mostly  without  cargoes.  This  then  was  their 
opportunity.  Aided  in  their  plans  and  preparations  by  their 
nncle  Gerard,  whose  son  Crispin,  it  would  seem,  intended  to 
make  one  of  the  emigrating  party,  their  project  doubtless  had 
all  the  encouragement  and  support  to  be  given  it  by  their  influ- 
ential cousin,  Mr.  Johannes  Panhuysen,  of  Leyden — married  to 
a  daughter  of  Gerard  de  Forest — who  was  then  a  director  of  the 
West  India  Company,  and  represented  Leyden  in  the  Chamber 
at  Amsterdam,  in  which  office  he  had  succeeded  Johannes  de 
Laet  The  plan  seemed  complete  when  their  only  sister  Bachel, 
and  her  husband.  Dr.  La  Montagne,  agreed  to  go ;  the  doctor, 
under  assurances  of  some  preferment  there,  deciding  to  give  up 
his  practice,  and  his  associations  and  membership  at  the 
University,  which  but  lately — that  is  on  March  3d,  1636 — he  had 
renewed,  as  also  his  old  home  on  the  Eloksteeg,  where  he  had 
for  some  years  lived,  at  the  sign  of  the  Queen  of  Bohemia.* 

*  The  Queen  of  Bohemia,  a  noble  Christian  woman,  was  long  an  exile  in 
Holland,  the  object  of  profound  respect  and  sjrmpathy  among  all  Protestants  ; 
hence  her  effigy  upon  Montagne's  signboard.  She  was  Elizabeth  Stuart, 
daughter  of  James  I.  of  England,  and  wife  of  Frederick  V.,  Elector  Palatine 
of  the  Rhine  and  King  of  Bohemia,  who  had  been  driven  from  his  dominions 
by  the  Catholic  powers  in  162 1.  He  died  in  1632,  leaving  the  Queen  with  a 
brge  family.  Neal  says  they  "  were  alwa3rs  the  delight  of  the  Puritans,*' 
the  hope  of  Protestantism  in  England  resting  on  their  expected  succession 
to  that  liirone  ;  an  event  which  happened  not  till  17 14,  when  a  grandson  of  ' 
the  Qneen  of  Bohemia  was  crowned  as  George  I. 
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But  all  things  were  not  yet  ready ;  others  who  were  deeply 
interested  in  these  plans  were  to  be  consulted.  Across  the  Zuyder 
Zee,  on  the  west  coast  of  Friesland,  and  between  and  extending 
nearly  to  the  towns  of  Workum  and  Hindelopen,  lies  a  pleasant 
girazing  district  called  Nieuwlant.  Here  dwelt  the  respectable 
Dutch  family  of  Bornstra,  to  one  of  whose  members,  a  maiden 
of  two  and  twenty  years,  named  Gertrude,  Henry  de  Forest 
was  aflSanced.  The  same  pleasing  relations  subsisted  between 
her  sister  Margareta  and  Henry's  cousin  Crispin.  To  marry  ; 
to  leave  the  kindly  covert  of  the  parental  roof,,  and  go  across 
the  sea  to  a  far  country — ^it  was  a  bold  adventure,  to  which  the 
familiar  passage  of  the  Zuyder  Zee,  though  that  was  often  dan- 
gerous, was  a  trifling  matter.  But  what  confiding  young  bride 
ever  refused  to  follow  her  Henry,  wherever  he  might  lead,  and 
to  feel  safe  under  his  protection  ?  And  so  it  was  agreed  that  the 
nuptials  in  both  cases  should  take  place  at  the  same  time,  and 
in  the  seat  of  Dutch  fashion,  Amsterdam.  Accordingly,  on 
Saturday,  June  7th^  1636,  the  two  happy  pair  were  there,  and 
attended  by  Gerard  de  Forest,  as  voucher  for  his  son  and 
nephew,  and  having  the  written  consent  of  the  father  of  the 
brides,  attested  by  Secretary  Van  Neck,  of  Nieuwlant,  presented 
themselves  in  the  chamber  of  the  eminent  regent  and  physician. 
Dr.  Claes  Tulp,  and  Jacob  Bicker,  both  schepens  or  magistrates 
of  the  city,  and  also  the  "  Commissaries  of  Marriages,"  to  have 
their  bans  registered  as  required  by  law,  and  to  request  the 
usual  publication  of  the  same.  Names,  residence,  age,  etc., 
being  then  recorded,  and  the  record  signed  by  the  parties,  this 
first  public  step  toward  their  union,  one  so  trying  to  bashful 
lovers,  was  taken.  The  next  was  to  send  notice  to  Leyden  to 
have  the  bans  published  in  the  church  on  three  succeeding 
Sundays  ;  and  this  also  having  been  done  "  without  delay," 
the  two  couple,  on  Tuesday,  July  1st,  again  attended  by  the 
father  and  uncle,  Gerard,  and  by  other  friends,  met  in  Amster- 
dam, and  were  married  by  Domine  Baudius ;  probably  at  the 
New  Church,  in  the  public  place  called  the  Dam,  on  whose 
register  the  event  stands  recorded. 

The  social  festivities,  few  and  simple  at  that  day,  the  parting 

^visits  to  the  dear  old  homes  at  Leyden  and  Nieuwlant,  and 

busy,  thoughtful  preparation  at  both  places  for  their  coming 
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departure^  could  not  but  wear  a  tinge  of  sadness  in  view  of  their 
long  and  perilous  voyage,  and  uncertain  absence  from  kin  and 
country.  The  kind  uncle  Gerard  engaged  two  persons  to  accom- 
pany them  in  the  capacity  of  farmer  and  farmer's  boy,  each  of 
whom  entered  into  a  formal  contract  to  '^  serve  said  De  Forest 
or  his  agent  three  successive  years  after  arriving  in  New  Nether- 
land/'  The  circumstances  of  Crispin  de  Forest's  marriage, 
and  the  active  part  taken  by  his  father  in  the  preparations  for 
the  voyage,  are  reasons  for  the  belief  before  expressed,  that  he 
also  intended  to  be  of  the  party.  If  so,  something  changed  his 
purpose  during  the  long  delay  before  the  others  sailed,  and 
Crispin  stayed  at  Ley  den. 

The  company  yet  consisted  of  Dr.  La  Montague  and  his  wife, 
and  three  children,  Jesse,  Jean,  and  Bachel ;  Henry  de  Forest 
and  his  bride,  and  Isaac  de  Forest,  with  the  assistants  Tobias 
Teunissen  and  Willem  Fredericks' Bont,  both  natives  of  Leyden. 
The  last  was  a  sturdy  lad  of  sixteen  years,  perhaps  an  orphan, 
for  his  education  had  been  neglected,  but  of  a  surname  common 
there,  and  even  distinguished.  Teunissen,  by  trade  a  wool- 
washer,  had  reached  middle  life,  having  married  in  1618.  An 
attendant  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  where  he  had  several^  children 
baptized,  and  being  known  to  the  Curators  of  the  University  as 
a  trustworthy  person,  he  was  employed  in  1622  as  a  night- 
watchman  at  that  institution,  for  which  he  received  six  florins  a 
week.  But  time  had  brought  him  sad  changes,  and  having  been 
bereft  of  his  family  he  now  resolved  to  leave  behind  his  native 
land  and  kindred,  andy  as  he  vainly  hoped,  also  his  adversities. 

Now  arrived  the  long-expected  day  of  embarkation,  when 
hopes  and  fears,  congratulations  and  farewells,  smiles  and  tears, 
strangely  commingled !  The  party  (except  the  Montague 
family,  who  for  some  reason  deferred  their  going)  set  sail  from 
the  Texel  for  New  Amsterdam,  October  1st,  1636,  in  the  yacht 
Eensselaerswyck,  of  which  Jan  Tiebkins  was  skipper,  and  carry- 
ing colonists  to  Fort  Orange,  in  the  service  of  the  Patroon, 
Kilian  Van  Rensselaer,  of  Amsterdam. 

Interrupting  for  a  space  the  story  of  these  pioneers,  let  us 
note  the  movements  of  others  in  whom  we  are  interested,  who 
were  led  to  follow  upon  the  same  adventurous  voyage  across  the 
ocean. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


EMIGBATIOK. 


AMSTEBDAMy  as  the  great  oommercial  mart  of  Holland,  and 
the  seat  of  the  principal  business  chamber  of  the  Dutch 
West  India  Company,  had  become  the  great  point  of  embarkation 
for  colonists  going  to  New  Netherland.  They  came  from  all  parts 
of  the  country  :  not  only  the  native  Dutch,  and  fugitives  from 
France  and  the  Catholic  Netherlands,  but  also  refugees  from  the 
German  and  Scandinavian  countries,  multitudes  of  whom,  ren- 
dered miserable  by  the  Thirty  Years'  War,  were  seeking  a  home 
and  employment  in  the  United  Provinces.  Of  these  refugees 
the  historian  of  Holland  has  drawn  the  character  in  happy 
terms.  Says  Davies  :  '^  Nor  was  it  more  in  the  numbers  than 
in  the  sort  of  population  that  Holland  found  her  advantage. 
The  fugitives  were  not  criminals  escaped  from  justice,  specu- 
lators lured  by  the  hope  of  plunder,  nor  idlers  coming  thither 
to  enjoy  the  luxuries  which  their  own  country  did  not  afford  : 
they  were  generally  men  persecuted  on  account  of  their  love  of 
civil  liberty,  or  their  devotion  to  their  religious  tenets ;  had 
they  been  content  to  sacrifice  the  one  or  the  other  to  their  pres- 
ent ease  and  interest,  they  had  remained  unmolested  where 
they  were ;  it  was  by  their  activity,  integrity,  and  resolution  that 
they  rendered  themselves  obnoxious  to  the  tjrrannical  and  bigot- 
ed governments  which  drove  them  from  their  native  land  ;  and 
these  virtues  they  carried  with  them  to  their  adopted  country, 
peopling  it,  not  with  vagabonds  or  indolent  voluptuaries,  but 
with  brave,  intelligent,  and  useful  citizens. '* 

Thus  our  Captain  Jochiem  Pietersen  Kuyter,  who  had  former- 
ly commanded  in  the  East  Indies  for  the  King  of  Denmark, 
and  who  with  his  friend  Jonas  Bronck  came  out  in  1639  by 
way  of  Amsterdam,  was  from  Holstein ;  as  were  also  our 
Nicholas  de  Meyer  and  Jan  Pietersen  Slot,  who  arrived  a  few 
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years  later  :  all  these  being  sterling  men,  «nd,  except  the  last, 
well  educated.  The  small  county  of  Bentheim — ^a  part  of  West- 
phalia bordering  on  Overyssel,  diversified  with  mountain 
ranges,  forests,  and  fertile  plains,  and  yielding  to  a  laborious 
people  more  tlum  they  needed  of  cattle,  wool,  linen,  honey,  etc., 
all  which  found  in  Holland  a  ready  market,  and  whence  had 
arisen  a  free  intercourse  between  the  two  peoples — furnished 
three  colonists  whose  well-known  surnames  yet  surrive  with  us, 
to  wit,  Adolph  Meyer,  Jan  Dyckman,  and  Arent  Harmans  Bus- 
sing, the  last-named  of  a  family  not  unknown  to  fame  in  that 
country  ;  and  two  bore  prenomens  popular  in  their  part  of  Ger- 
many, as  among  the  rulers  of  Bentheim  none  were  such  favor- 
ites as  the  late  counts  Adolph  and  Arent.  Other  Westphalians 
found  their  way  to  Harlem,  as  Hendrick  Karstens,  from  Olden- 
burg, whose  sons  were  called  Boch,  or  Bouck ;  Jan  Terbosch, 
from  Tellusty  or  Delmenhorst,  whose  descendants  are  numerous  ; 
and  Jan  Meynderts,  from  Jever,  in  Oldenburg,  and  the  father- 
in-law  of  Barent  Waldron.  Kier  Welters,  the  Kiersen  ances- 
tor, who  had  lived  at  Gees  and  at  Aemhout,  two  obscure  vil- 
lages in  the  "  Groot  Veenen,"  or  desert-like  fens  of  Drenthe, 
came  out  vid  Amsterdam  ;  as  did  also  our  Benson  ancestor,  who 
was  originally  from  Groningen.  From  Workum,  on  the  coast 
of  Friesland,  came  Captain  Jan  Gerritsen  de  Vries,  or  Van  Dal- 
sen,  progenitor  of  the  Dolson  family,  of  Orange  County,  whose 
blood  may  also  be  traced  in  those  of  Waldron,  Kiersen,  and  Myer. 

Amsterdam  itself  gave  us  of  its  resiiient  families  those  of 
Waldron,  Sneden,  and  Verveelen,  familiar,  names  yet  found  in 
this  State  and  others,  and  to  which  the  Slots  and  Bensons  may 
be  added.  Dirck  Benson,  the  ancestor,  though  himself  from 
Groningen,  as  stated,  had  lived  at  Amsterdam,  where  he  married 
Cataliua,  daughter  of  Samson  Berck'  and  Tryntie  van  Rech- 
teren  ;  whence  the  name  Samson,  so  common  in  the  Benson 
family.     Benson  came  out  about  1648. 

Also  from  Amsterdam  was  Hendrick  Jansen  Vander  Vin. 
Well  educated,  and  a  good  accountant,  he  was  commended  to 
the  notice  of  the  West  India  Company,  and  went  under  their 
auspices  to  Pemambuco,  in  Brazil,  where  he  acted  as  clerk  to 
the  High  Council  of  Justice  at  Maurits  Stadt,  a  town  built  by 
the  Dutch  near  the  Reciff.      Some  fragments  of  his  minutes 
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kept  at  that  place  in  1646  are  yet  extant.  He  was  tliere  daring 
the  dismal  period  of  the  PortiiguQse  conspiracy  to  extirpate  the 
Dutch,  happily  discovered  and  thwarted,  but  which  was  fol- 
lowed by  many  rererses  to  the  Dutch  arms,  and  then  by  the 
surrender  of  Brazil  to  the  rival  power  in  1654.  Vander  Vin 
had  left  some  years  prior  to  the  flrial  catastrophe,  and  returned 
to  Amsterdam,  resuming  his  business  as  a  notary.  But  in  1651 
he  went  out  to  Manhattan  Island  to  see  the  country.  It  pleased 
him  so  well  that  returning  for  a  stock  of  goods  to  set  up  trad- 
ing in  New  Amsterdam,  he  again  repaired  thither  in  1653,  tak- 
ing his  ^ood  vrouw  Wyntie  to  share  with  him  the  blessings  and 
privations  of  his  new  home.  He  subsequently  served  fourteen 
years  at  Harlem  as  voorleser,  and  twelve  of  these  as  town-clerk. 

Joseph  and  Resolved  Waldron,  sons  of  Resolved  Waldron,  of 
Amsterdam,  were  book-printers.  The  family  was  English  ;  the 
name,  of  repute  in  England  from  the  time  of  the  Conqueror,  had 
spread  through  nearly  all  its  southern  tier  of  counties.  But 
born  and  raised  at  Amsterdam,  these  brothers  had  acquired  all 
the  characteristics  of  Hollanders,  having  also  married  Dutch 
wives,  the  sisters  Aeltie  and  Rebecca  Hendricks,  whose  father, 
Hendrick  Koch,  was  a  respectable  Amsterdam  burgher.  It  is 
stated  on  pretty  good  authority  that  Resolved  had  made  the 
voyage  to  Brazil,  but  of  this  we  will  not  speak  further  here. 
Having  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  wife,  he  married  again,  on 
May  10th,  1 654,  a  lady  of  thirty  years,  living  near  the  West  India 
House,  Tanneke  Nagel,  daughter  of  Barent  Nagel,  deceased,  of 
Groningen.  Resolved  was  living  at  this  time  in  the  Teerketels- 
steeg,  a  short  street  just  north  of  the  Dam  ;  but  the  same  year 
sailed  with  his  family  for  America.  His  brother,  Joseph 
Waldron,  had  preceded  him  to  this  country  by  two  years,  accord- 
ing to  his  son's  reckoning.  He  also  was  accompanied  by  a 
second  wife,  Annetie  Daniels,  but  twenty- five  when  he  married 
her  at  Amsterdam  April  4th,  1649,  she  and  Resolved's  wife  being 
of  even  age. 

Near  the  time  Resolved  Waldron  left  for  the  Manhattans,  the 
Toung  John  La  Montague,  who  had  spent  seventeen  years  at 
the  latter  place,  indeed  had  grown  up  there,  where  he  was 
highly  esteemed  and  was  now  in  business  with  Vincent  Pikes, 
**  both  free  traders  in  company, '^  arrived  at  Amsterdam  in  the 
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ship  King  Solomon.  Not  only  to  visit  his  native  land  and 
kindred,  alike  as  strange  and  new  to  his  eye  as  though  he  were 
an  alien  :  he  came  to  buy  a  stock  of  merchandise,  and  also  to 
sell  a  lot  of  tobacco,  of  which  he  was  consignee,  and  invest  the 
proceeds  in  goods  for  his  uncle,  Isaac  do  Forest ;  but  what 
more  deeply  concerned  him,  to  choose  a  wife,  the  fair  one  selected 
being  Peternella,  sister  of  his  business  partner,  and  daughter  of 
Jan  Pikes,  of  Amsterdam.  The  nuptial  knot  being  tied  by 
Pastor  Menrsius,  at  Slooterdyk,  a  village  a  mile  from  Amster- 
dam, on  March  14th  following  (1655),  La  Montague  sailed  very 
soon  on  his  return,  his  wife  remaining  till  after  the  birth  and 
baptism  of  her  son  John,  which  occurred  late  in  the  same  year. 

Jan  Pietersen  Slot,  before  named  as  from  Holstein,  and  ances- 
tor of  the  respectable  family  of  Slott  or  Sloat,  of  Orange  County, 
and  of  Bockland,  and  the  Bamapo  Valley,  came  out  with  his 
children,  bom  and  reared  in  Amsterdam,  about  the  same  time 
with  Besolved  Waldron  ;  and  Johannes  Verveelen  and  Jan  Sne- 
den  followed  them  in  1657.  Sneden  was  descended  from  a 
family  long  at  Amsterdam,  and  was  accompanied  to  America  by 
his  wife  Grietie  Jans,  two  children,  and  brother  Claes  Sneden. 
They  sailed  in  the  St.  Jan  Baptist,  December  23d  of  the  last- 
named  year,  one  which  witnessed  the  departure  of  many  colo- 
nists for  New  Amstel,  on  the  Delaware,  under  the  patronage  of 
the  City  of  Amsterdam,  and  among  whom  was  Eier  Welters, 
father  of  the  Eiersens,  as  before  stated. 

Verveelen  was  bom  in  1616  at  Amsterdam,  but  of  German 
stock  with  an  infasion  of  French,  being  a  son  of  Daniel  Ver- 
veelen, who  with  his  parents  Hans  Verveelen  and  Catharina, 
daughter  of  John  Oliviers,  had  some  five  years  prior  to  the 
birth  of  Johannes  removed  to  that  city  from  Cologne,  on  the 
Bhine.  Beligious  intolerance,  which  culminated  in  1618  in  the 
exxmlsion  of  all  the  Protestants  from  that  town,  had  doubtless 
driven  the  Verveelens  to  Amsterdam.  Here  the  son  Daniel, 
bom  at  Cologne  in  1594,  married  in  1615,  and  became  a  "  shop- 
keeper ;"  and  here  also  his  sou  Johannes,  the  eldest  of  six 
children,  was  reared  and  educated,  and  in  1637  married  Anna 
Jaarsvelt,  by  whom  he  had,  all  bom  in  that  city,  three  chil- 
dren, Daniel,  Anna,  and  Maria.  The  first  of  these  when  a  mere 
boy  preceded  his  father  to  New  Netherland,  under  the  care,  we 
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believe,  of  Domine  Gideon  Schaets,  one  of  whose  daughters  he 
married.  After  several  years  bis  father  followed,  bringing  his 
wife  and  daughters,  and  widowed  mother,  Anna  Elkhout,  aged 
about  sixty-six  years. 

Utrecht  and  Amhem,  cities  on  the  Bhine,  the  latter  within 
Gelderland,  supplied  settlers  to  Harlem.  A  hamlet  near  Amers- 
foort,  in  the  province  or  diocese  of  Utrecht,  gave  us  Jan  Hen- 
dricks van  Brevoort,  coming  to  this  country  in  boyhood  with 
his  father,  and  from  whom  have  sprung  the  reputable  family  of 
Brevoort.  At  much  the  same  time  (about  1655)  emigrated  the 
head  of  the  Van  Tilburg  family,  Jan  Teunissen,  from  Tilburg,  in 
the  Mayory  of  Bosch  (or  Bois  le  Due),  in  Dut<5h  Brabant ;  and 
from  the  same  district  afterward  came  two  other  colonists 
whose  progeny  are  numerous  and  respectable,  to  wit,  David 
Ackerman  and  Dirck  Storm,  names  not  unknown  at  Harlem. 
Ackerman  was  from  Berlikum.  These,  with  their  families, 
sailed  from  Amsterdam^  September  2d,  1662,  in  the  ship  Fox, 
Captain  Jacob  Huys,  which  also  brought  Jan  Terbosch  and 
Eobert  le  Maire,  already  named,  and  identified  with  Harlem. 

The  large  emigration  to  New  Netherland  from  the  exposed 
borders  nearest  the  Spanish  possessions,  and  especially  the 
insular  district  having  on  the  south  the  riveri  Waal,  and  on  the 
north  the  Rhine  and  Leek,  furnished  Harlem  with  several  sub- 
stantial families.  Central  of  the  district  mentioned,  upon  the 
small  river  Linge,  which  empties  into  the  Waal,  stood  the  city 
of  Leerdam,  giving  name  to  a  county  in  which  it  was  seated — 
a  level,  grazing  country,  otherwise  called  the  Prince's  Land^ 
because  inherited  by  a  son  of  William  of  Orange,  from  his 
mother,  Anne  of  Egmont.  To  Leerdam  had  retired  from  the 
religious  troubles  in  Flanders,  as  before  noticed,  the  family  of 
Sebastian,  or  Bastiaen  van  Kortryk — about  all  we  know  of  this 
Kortright  progenitor  with  his  royal  Spanish  name.  Two  sons 
of  Bastiaen,  of  whom  wo  must  speak,  Jan  and  Michiel,  were  bom 
at  Leerdam  ;  but  the  first  married  and  settled  some  farther  up 
the  Linge,  at  a  busy  little  village  within  sight  of  Wolfswaert 
Castle,  as  also  of  the  ruined  abbey  of  Marienwaert,  and  called 
Beest,  its  bailiwick  of  the  same  name  joining  westerly  to  the 
Prince's  Land,  but  within  the  Gelderland  border.  The  spirit 
of  emigration  reaching  this  locality,  many  of  its  people  began  to 
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pack  up  and  leave  for  New  Netherland,  in  which  they  had  a 
safe  precedent  in  no  less  a  personage  than  the  village  pedagogue 
— ^much  reverenced  was  he  and  looked  up  to  in  those  days— for, 
in  the  spirit  of  his  deceased  senior,  Mathias  Bartholomeus 
Schaets,  late  pastor  at  Leerdam,  who  died  four  years  before 
Gideon  was  bom,  the  latter,  good  Master  Schaets,  after  a  course 
in  theology,  had  gone  thither  with  his  family  in  1652,  to  preach 
the  Gospel,  under  license  from  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  and 
also,  as  before,  to  fill  "  the  oflSce  of  schoolmaster  for  old  and 
young/'  Among  those,  accordingly,  who  at  length  set  their 
faces  to  follow  their  old  preceptor  to  the  New  World  were  two 
brothers,  of  Beest,  sons  of  Peter  Buys.  Aert,  the  elder,  with 
wife  and  son  Cornelis,  joining  some  families  from  that  place, 
and  single  persons  of  both  sexes,  his  friends  and  neighbors, 
set  sail  frpm  Amsterdam  May  9th,  1661,  in  the  ship  Beaver, 
reaching  Manhattan  July  29th.*  Two  years  later  Johannes 
Buys  joined  his  brother  at  Harlem. 

Michiel,  or,  as  often  called,  'Chiol  Kortright,  the  other  son  of 
Bastiaen,  had  also  married  and  been  living  in  "  the  Prince's 
Land,  near  Schoonrewoerd ;"  the  latter  a  pretty  village  two 
miles  northerly  from  Leerdam,  whence  there  had  been  some 
emigrating  to  the  Colonie  of  Bensselaerswyck,  at  the  instance  of 
the  Patroon,  who  had  a  seat  and  estates  at  Vianen,  but  four 
ndles  from  Schoonrewoerd.  Foremost  in  this  service  were  Eut- 
ger  Jacobsen,  who  went  out  in  the  vessel  with  the  De  Forests, 

*  Peter  Marselis,  his  wife,  4  chn.  and  2  servants  ;  Frans  Jacobsen,  w. 
and  2  chn.  ;  Goosen  jansen  van  Noort,  and  Hendrick  Bfies^  were  among 
those  referred  to  from  Beest.  The  first  two  went  to  Bergen,  N.  J.  ;  the 
others,  I  believe,  to  Albany.  See  Pearson* s  Albany  Settlers.  Bries  must 
not  be  taken  for  Hendrick  Volkertsen  Bries,  from  Jever,  in  Oldenburg,  who 
m.  at  New  Amsterdam  in  1655,  and  whence  came  the  Breese  family  of  Long 
Island,  Staten  Island,  and  New  Jersey.  Marselis  d.  Sept.  4,  1681,  leaving 
dcsc.  Jacobsen,  having  a  son  Jacob  Franssen,  b.  in  1664,  d.  about  that  time, 
and  in  1665,  Cofnelis  Abrahams^  from  Deyl,  near  Beest,  m.  his  wid.,  Geertie 
Gcrrits.  She  d.  a  wid.,  at  Pemrepogh,  in  1680,  having  the  year  before  lost 
her  eldest  son  Gerrit  Franssen,  and  m.  her  dr.,  Marritie  Frans,  to  Johannes 
Spier,  son  of  Hendrick  Jansen  Spier,  from  Ascheward,  in  Bremen,  common 
anc.  of  the  Spier  or  Speer  family  of  N.  J. 

The  same  ship,  the  Beaver,  took  over  Hugh  Barents  de  KUyn,  from  Buren  ; 
AertTeuniez  Middagh^  from  Heykoop  (settled  in  Brooklyn) ;  And  Evert Fieter- 
sen  Keteltas,  returning  to  New  Amsterdam  as  **  consoler  of  the  sick,  choris- 
ter, and  schoolmaster  ;"  also  Etienne  Geneau,  a  Huguenot  from  La  Rochelle, 
his  w.  Lydia  Metereu,  and  3  chn.  He  lived  at  Harlem,  I  believe,  in  1675, 
but  went  to  Staten  Island,  and  was  the  Gano  anc. 
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SCHOONREWOERD. 

and  also  his  brother  Teunis  Jacobsen,  the  ancestorp  of  families 
since  well  known.*  To  the  Colonie  afterward  Do.  Schaets  had 
also  gone.  Each  bit  of  news  wafted  home  from  time  to  time 
in  friendly  letters  served  to  quicken  interest  in  the  new  country 
which  had  caused  so  many  vacant  tenements  and  broken  fami- 
lies about  Beest  and  Schoonrewoerd.  Yet  'Chiel  Kortright  tar- 
ried some  years  at  the  latter  place,  till  blest  with  three  or  four 
children  ;  when  he  and  his  elder  brother,  Jan  Bastiaensen,  whose 
three  sons,  bom  at  Beest,  his  humble  home  in  a  bend  of  the 
Linge,  were  now  fast  approaching  manhood,  yielded  to  the  flat- 
tering offers  held  out  to  colonists,  and  agreed  to  leave  together 
for  that  distant  land.  The  contagion  had  also  seized  some  of 
the  neighbors  at  Schoonrewoerd,  one  of  whom  a>'bs  Jan  Louwe 
Bogert,  a  young  man  with  wife  and  two  children,  and  whose 
kinsman,  Theunis  Gysberts  Bogert,  of  Heykoop,  two  miles  north- 
west of  Schoonrewoerd,  had  been  already  ten  years  in  America. 

♦  RuTGER  Jacobsen  was  the  ancestor  of  the  Rutgers  family  of  New  York, 
and  also,  through  his  dr.  Margaret,  who  m.  1667,  Jan  Jansen  BUecker^  from 
Meppel,  a  progenitor  of  the  highly  respectable  family  of  this  name.  Teunis 
Jacobsen's  descendants,  who  have  been  numerous  in  Albany  County,  took 
name  from  his  birthplace,  but  shortened  to  Van  Woert,  See  Holgate's 
Am,  Gen.,  Pearson's  Albany  Settlers,  and  0' Callaghan* s  N.  Neth.,  \.  436,  439, 
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Proceeding  to  Amsterdam,  they  all  embarked,  April  16th,  1663, 
in.  the  Brindled  Cow,  Jan  Bergen,  master,  in  which  ship  there 
also  sailed  several  French  refugees  from  Mannheim,  in  the  Pala- 
tinate, who  will  command  further  notice. 

For  years  the  streams  of  Huguenot  emigration,  setting  out  of 
France  and  the  Low  Countries,  had  been  bearing  to  Holland 
now  a  solitary  wanderer,  now  a  stricken  family,  some  to  abide 
here  for  a  time,  others  seeking  a  passage  to  the  New  World,  but 
destined  ultimately  to  find  at  Harlem  a  resting-place.  Coming 
by  no  general  or  concerted  action,  but  only  as  a  crisis  in  the 
affairs  of  each  had  indicated  the  time  and  the  mode,  it  is  not 
easy  to  fix  the  exact  date  of  their  flight,  though  the  era  has 
been  snflSciently  shown.  We  shall  name  them,  as  we  have  the 
Dutch  colonists,  in  the  order  of  their  departure  for  New  Neth- 
erland. 

Daniel  de  Toubkeur  ( so  his  name  was  sometimes  written), 
leaving  Picardy  by  a  sudden  necessity,  as  already  related,  and 
coming  to  Leyden,  had  here  followed  the  business  of  a  draper  ; 
and  on  September  5th,  1650,  married  Jacqueline  Parisis,  of  a 
Walloon  refugee  family  from  Hesdin,  in  Artois,  and  a  sister  to 
Bev.  Eustacius  Parisis,  then  of  Amsterdam.  Near  two  years 
later,  Tourneur  sailed,  with  his  wife  and  infant  son  Daniel,  for 
New  Netherland,  probably  in  the  ship  with  Do.  Samuel  Drisius, 
of  Leyden,  which  left  Holland  April  4th,  1652.  Jean  le  Roy,  a 
kinsman  of  Tourneur,  appears  to  have  accompanied  him  with 
his  wife  Louise  de  Lancastre,  whose  name  implies  an  English 
birth. 

Glaude  le  Maistbe,  or  Delamater,  as  usually  written  by  his 
descendants,  had  sprung  from  an  ancient  house  of  Brittany,  the 
Lords  of  Garlaye,  whose  chateau  and  estates  lay  in  the  parish 
of  Derval,  in  the  diocese  of  Nantes.  It  was  eminent  in  the  civil 
and  military  service,  the  church,  and  the  law.  Its  members 
had  held  commands  in  Picardy,  where  one  of  its  now  scattered 
branches  in  which  the  name  Claude  first  appears,  became  allied 
early  in  the  sixteenth  century  to  the  lords  of  Caumartin. 
Claude  le  Maistre,  Sieur  de  H6dicourt,  becoming  a  Protestant, 
was  with  others  imprisoned  and  fined  at  Amiens  in  1588,  at  the 
instance  of  the  League.  He  was  a  man  of  talent  and  spirit, 
and  showed  great  valor  in  opposing  the  entrance  of  the  Span- 
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iards  into  that  city  in  1597,  when  soldiers  in  the  garb  of  peas- 
ants, selling  apples  and  nats,  had  gained  admission.  Onr. 
Glande  le  Maistre  was  no  doubt  of  this  family,  some  of  whom 
remoying  into  Artois,  there  he  was  born,  as  before  said,  in  the 
tovm  of  Richebonrg,  After  escaping  the  country  he  comes  to 
notice  at  Amsterdam  in  1652,  an  exile  and  a  widower,  living  in 
the  Tanners'  cross-street,  having  lost  his  wife,  Jeanne  de  Lannoy. 
But  on  April  24th  of  that  year  he  married  Hester,  daughter  of 
Pierre  du  Bois,  of  Amsterdam,  though  late  of  Canterbury,  Eng- 
land, where  Hester  was  bom.  Some  of  the  Le  Maistres  had 
also  taken  refuge  at  Canterbury,  and  circumstances  make  it 
nearly  certain  that  Olaude  was  among  them,  and  with  the  Du 
Boises  had  left  England  because  of  the  civil  wars  then  raging  or 
the  threatened  rupture  with  Holland  ;  and  perhaps  in  his  case 
to  take  ship  for  New  Netherland,  as  he  soon  did  so,  appearing 
simultaneously  with  Tourneur  at  Flatbush,  and  both  subse- 
quently at  Harlem. 

Mabc  du  Sauchoy,  whose  name  will  hardly  be  recognized  by 
his  worthy  posterity  the  Disosway  family,  was  a  native  of 
Picardy,  and  probably  from  Amiens.  The  lords  Du  Sauchoy 
came  from  the  house  of  Clermont,  in  the  Beauvoisis,  and  one  of 
them  went  to  the  conquest  of  Britain  with  the  Duke  of  Nor- 
mandy ;  perhaps  our  Marc,  a  man  of  worth  and  enterprise,  was 
of  that  blood,  but  wo  know  not.  In  his  exile  he  worked  as  a 
wool-carder,  but  in  search  of  something  better  made  a  voyage 
from  Holland  to  New  Netherland  in  1655.  Sufficiently  pleased 
with  the  country  to  make  it  his  future  home,  he  returned  to 
Lcyden,  married  March  11th,  1657,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
Ouillaume  Rossignol,  and  with  his  bride  again  sailed  from  Am- 
stcrdam  for  Manhattan,  on  April  2d  ensuing,  in  the  ship  Draet- 
vat.  Captain  Bestevaer,  taking  also  to  aid  him  in  farmings 
two  workmen,  and  two  boys  over  twelve  years  of  age.  One 
of  the  adults  was  Johannes  Smedes,  from  Hai'derwyck,  in  Gtel- 
derland,  and  one  of  the  lads,  Jean  Guenon  (now  Genung),  of 
Leyden,  both  of  whom  have  many  descendants.* 

*  Teunis  Kray  (or  Gray),  from  Venlo,  on  the  Maas.  returned  in  this  ship 
to  New  Netherland.  where  he  had  already  lived  several  years.  He  was  now 
accompanied  by  his  wife  and  chn.,  one  of  the  latter  afterwards  the  wife  of 
Capt.  ynn  van  Dalsen^  of  Harlem,  already  noticed. 
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Dayib  du  FouBy  a  native  of  Mons,  in  Hainanlt,  npon  this 
place  being  threatened  by  the  snccesses  of  the  French  in  the^ 
Walloon  districts,  retired  with  others  of  his  family  to  Sedan, 
and  afterwards  to  Amsterdam,  where  Du  Four,  though  fitted  by 
education  for  a  better  position,  became  an  ^'  opperman,"  or  dray- 
man. Left  by  the  death  of  his  wife,  Marie  Boulen,  with  a  young 
child,  Jean,  born  during  their  stay  at  Sedan,  he  found  another 
companion  in  Jeanne  Frances,  a  lady  of  mature  thirty-two 
years,  from  Queirrain,  a  little  east  of  Mens,  to  whom  he  was 
married  July  10th,  1657.  That  same  year,  with  his  new  wife 
and  his  little  son  aforesaid,  he  sailed  for  Manhattan  Island. 

Jban  Gebyoe  and  Fbakcois  le  Sueur  went  out  at  near  the 
same  date,  the  first  being  a  young  man  from  Beaumont  in  Hai- 
nault,  and  who,  choosing  the  congenial  calling  of  the  Walloon, 
afterwards  served  the  West  India  Company  as  a  soldier  at  Har- 
lem. Le  Sueur,  the  Lozier  ancestor,  was  from  Colm^nil,  in 
Normandy,  and  was  attended  by  his  young  sister  Jeanne, 
neither  being  married. 

jAcquxs  Cousseau,  merchant  at  La  Sochelle  in  1653,  and 
for  four  years  later  when  he  retired  to  Amsterdam,  took  his 
departure  soon  after,  with  his  wife  Madeleine  du  Tulliere,  for 
America,  evidently  per  ship  Oilded  Beaver,  which  sailed 
May  17th,  1658.  This  need  hardly  be  doubted  ;  Cousseau  paid 
the  fare  of  Simon  Bouche,  who  went  in  that  vessel,  and  directly 
on  its  arrival  at  New  Amsterdam,  several  of  the  passengers,  and 
with  them  Cousseau,  on  July  18th,  applied  for  and  were  granted 
the  small  burgher  right. 

SiMOK  D£  BuiNE,  another  refugee,  familiarly  known  among 
the  Dutch  at  Harlem  as  de  Waal,  and  with  the  French  as  le 
Ouallon,  that  is,,  the  Walloon,  bore  a  name  found  at  Valenci-* 
ennes,  but  had  himself  lived  near  Landrecy,  whence  escaping  to 
Holland  and  there  tarrying  for  some  years,  he  went  but  with  his 
wife  Magdalena  Vanderstraaten,  and  several  children,  in  the 
ship  Faith,  *^  a  private  trader  going  to  the  Manhattans,'' 
which  sailed  February  13th,  1659,  with  nearly  an  hundred  pas- 
sengers, but  no  French  except  De  Buine.* 

•  GiLUS  JANSEN  DE  Mandeville,  from  Gardcren.  in  the  Vclnwe,  Gcl- 
derland,  and  anc.  of  the  American  family  of  Mandeville,  came  out  in  this 
vessel ;  as  did  his  neighbor,  also  a  farmer,  IVouier  Cerritsen^  from  Koetwyck, 
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PiEBBE  Cresson  was  another  worthy  refugee,  and  whose 
family  seat,  as  is  believed,  was  at  M^nil  la  Cresson,  or  Gresson 
Manor,  a  little  north-east  of  Abbeville,  in  Picardy,  though  he 
was  no  doubt  allied  to  the  Cressons  of  Burgundy,  of  whom  were 
several  Beformed  ministers.  Such  change  of  residence  was  com- 
mon during  the  long  Burgundian  rule  in  Picardy.  Pierre, 
whose  character  for  piety  is  well  attested,  fled  with  some  of  his 
kin  to  the  noted  refuge,  Sluis,  in  Flanders,  but  soon  moved 
farther  north,  and  in  1640  is  found  (with  Nicolas  and  Venant 
Cresson,  both  married)  among  the  refugees  at  Leyden.  The 
many  of  these  emigrating  to  New  Netherland  had  doubtless  an 
effect  upon  Pierre,  though,  with  a  vigor  and  activity,  which 
indeed  he  retained  till  old  age,  but  at  this  date  scarce  more  than 
thirty,  he  supported  himself  in  Holland  for  yet  some  seventeen 
years,  living  parts  of  that  time  at  Eyswyk  and  Delft.  Em- 
ployed as  gardener  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  he  was  ever  after 
known  as  Pierre  h  Gardinter.  But  Cresson  was  at  last  taken 
with  the  favorable  offers  of  the  City  of  Amsterdam  to  those  who 
would  go  to  their  new  colony  on  the  Delaware ;  and  it  seeming 
a  good  opportunity  for  him  and  his  growing  family,  he  gathered 
up  his  little  means,  and  with  wife  Bachel  Cloos  and  children, 
embarked  in  1657,  at  Amsterdam,  for  New  Amstel.  The  next 
year  Governor  Stuyvesant  visiting  the  Delaware,  engaged  Cres- 
son **  for  his  service"  at  the  Manhattans,  **  with  the  proposition 
that  what  he  owed  the  city  (Amsterdam)  should  be  settled." 
Soon  after  Cresson  made  a  trip  to  Holland,  returning  in  com- 
pany with  several  'other  French  agriculturists  in  the  ship 
Bsaver,  which  sailed  April  25th,  1659,  reaching  its  destina- 
tion after  a  quick  passage  of  six  weeks.  Each  passing  year 
thus  added  to  the  roll  of  worthy  fugitives,  who  led  by  an  unseen 

some  three  miles  from  Garderen  ;   and  likewise  ydn  MeynderU^  already 
named.     The  last  two  will  appear  at  Harlem. 

Gillis  (often  written  Yellis)  or  Giles  de  Mandeville  was  accompanied  by 
his  w.  Elsie  Hendricks,  and  four  chn.,  having  two  born  afterward,  one  being 
David.  Yellis  bought  a  farm  at  Flatbush,  which  he  finally  gave  to  his  eldest 
son  Hendrick,  and  got  the  grant  of  another,  of  30  acres,  at  Greenwich,  on 
Manhattan  Island,  laid  out  to  him  Dec.  5,  1679,  and  patented  Dec.  30,  1680. 
Here  he  d.  between  1696  and  1701.  All  of  liis  chn.  m.  He  had  but  the 
two  sons,  both  of  wh<9m  left  desc.  David  remained  on  the  farm  at  Greenwich. 
Hendrick  removed  from  L.  I.,  to  Pequannock,  N.  J.  These  have  given 
several  pastors  to  the  Reformed  Church,  including  Rev.  Giles  Henry  Man- 
deville, D.D. 
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bat  mighty  hand  out  of  oppression  into  the  atmosphere  of  free- 
dom, were  perforce  of  their  common  nationality  and  sympa- 
thies to  find  a  common  home  heyond  the  Atlantic* 

But  this  roll  is  not  yet  complete.  England,  as  already  hinted, 
first  became  an  asylum  for  some  of  our  settlers.  Many  perse- 
cuted refugees  from  France  and  Flanders  took  that  direction, 
embarking  usually  in  regularly  plying  vessels,  but  often,  if  hard 
pressed,  venturing  to  cross  the  Channel  in  any  sort  of  craft,  even 
at  the  peril  of  their  lives,  while  making  for  the  most  accessible 
port  on  the  opposite  shore.  They  landed  principally  at  Dover, 
Sandwich,  and  Eye,  within  the  counties  of  Kent  and  Sussex. 
Meeting  a  uniform  welcome  and  sympathy,  they  formed  colonies 
and  churches  at  these  places,  and  set  up  various  manufactures, 
mainly  those  of  cloth  and  linen,  in  which  they  were  encouraged 
by  the  general  and  local  authorities.  The  seaports  named  and 
others  becoming  crowded  with  these  exiles,  many  by  invitation 
went  inland  to  Canterbury,  Norwich,  etc.,  and  still  more  up  the 
Thames  to  London,  at  all  which  places  they  founded  similar 
communities  and  industries.  These  colonies  were  greatly  mul- 
tiplied after  the  time  of  which  we  are  writing.  The  story  of  the 
r^gees  in  England  is  veiy  touching  ;  while  their  patient  toil, 
the  skill  and  ingenuity  they  exhibited  in  the  production  of  vari- 
ous useful  articles,  evoked  the  admiration  of  the  English,  their 
devotion  to  their  religion,  their  care  to  maintain  its  oMinances 
wherever  they  went,  was  highly  creditable.  Kept  well  informed 
of  affairs  in  their  native  lands,  the  sympathy  they  manifested  for 
their  still  suffering  brethren  sets  them  in  a  most  amiable  light. 
Bound  to  their  fellow-refugees  in  Holland  by  common  interests 
as  well  as  by  many  family  ties,  there  was  a  free  intercourse,  and 
removals  from  one  country  to  the  other  often  took  place  due  to 
these  affinities  or  the  simple  desire  to  better  their  state ;  but 
sometimes  prompted  by  dangei*s  which  threatened  them  as  a 
people,  or  those  countries  at  large.  Ever  keenly  alive  to  passing 
events  in  anywise  bearing  on  their  cause  or  that  of  Protestant- 

•  Marten  van  Weert,  a  hatter  from  Utrecht,  who  had  yisited  this  coun- 
try five  years  before,  came  out  in  the  ship  with  Cresson  in  1659.  He  m. 
Dec.  4,  1660,  Susanna,  dr.  of  Abraham  Vcrplanck.  The  Van  Weerts,  his 
chn.,  were  prominent  in  the  church  at  Sleepy  Hollow,  Westchester  Co. 
Isaac  Van  Wart,  one  of  the  captors  of  Major  Andr6,  the  spy,  was  a  desc. 
Sec  Bolton* s  Westchtster,  i.  197,  235. 
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ijsm  in  general,  one  which  greatly  affected  the  refugees  was  the 
Peace  of  Westphalia,  in  1648,  ending  the  Thirty  Years'  War^ 
and  opening  to  them  a  new  asylum  up  the  Bhine,  unto  which 
many  resorted,  as  we  shall  see. 

The  family  Des  Mak£ts  was  of  the  old  Picard  gentry,  and 
was  also  prominent  in  the  church  at  Oisemont,  of  which  David 
des  Mardts,  the  Sienr  du  Ferets,  was  an  elder.  His  son  Samuel, 
bom  at  Oisemont  in  1599,  and  taught  at  the  great  schools  of 
'Paris,  Saumur,  and  Geneva,  became  in  1619  pastor  of  the  church 
of  Laon.  But  forced  to  leave  in  1623  by  an  attempt  upon  his 
life  which  nearly  proved  fatal,  he  accepted  a  new  charge  at 
Falaise  in  Normandy,  but  after  a  year  went  to  Sedan,  and 
thence  in  1642  to  Groningen,  in  Holland,  as  professor  of  the- 
ology. Our  David  des  Marest,  who  wrote  his  name  thus,  was 
bom  in  Picardy,  and,  as  is  strongly  indicated,  was  of  the  same 
lineage.  For  dignity  of  character  and  fidelity  to  his  religion 
worthy  so  excellent  a  kinship  ;  the  clerical  tendency  among  his 
descendants  is  also  very  significant.  He  went  to  Holland  and 
joined  the  French  colony  in  the  island  of  Walcheren,  at  which 
place  his  eldest  son  Jean  Demarest  was  bom  in  1645.  Here 
David  probably  married  his  wife  Marie  Sohier,  as  a  family  of 
this  name  from  Hainault  had  taken  refuge  at  Middelburg  in 
the  first  Walloon  emigrations. 

In  1651  Demarest  is  found  at  Mannheim,  on  the  Bhine, 
within  the  German  Palatinate ;  fo  which  were  going  many 
French  and  Walloon  refugees  from  England,  and  also  from  the 
Dutch  seaboard,  partly  in  view  of  an  expected  war  between  the 
English  and  Hollanders,  but  especially  drawn  thither  by  the 
assurance  of  freedom  and  protection  under  the  government  of 
the  Protestant  Elector  Charles  Lewis,  who,  invested  by  the  Treaty 
of  Westphalia  (164B)  with  the  Lower  Palatinate,  from  which 
his  father,  Frederick  V.,  had  been  driven  in  1621  by  the  Catholic 
powers  after  the  battle  of  Prague,  held  out  strong  inducements 
to  the  refugees,  especially  Calvinists,  to  settle  at  Mannheim, 
and  which  found  a  ready  response  through  the  lively  interest 
alwajrs  cherished  by  the  refugees,  in  common  with  the  English 
Puritans,  in  the  strange  vicissitudes  of  his  late  father,  and  his 
excellent  and  yet  surviving  mother,  named  in  a  former  note  as 
the   **  Queen    of  Bohemia.'*     By  1652  Demarest  and  others 
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among  the  numbers  gathered  there  joined  in  forming  a  French 
church  ;  the  elector  himself  building  them  an  edifice,  which  he 
called  the  Temple  of  Concord^  because  the  Lutherans  were  also 
allowed  to  worship  there. 

Philippb  Gasieb  and  family,  originally  of  Calais,  also  found 
this  inviting  refuge,  as  did  Sinieon  Cornier,  **from  Prance," 
Meynard  Journee  (the  Joumeay  ancestor),  from  Mardyk,  Flan- 
ders, Jooet  van  Oblinus  (now  O'Blenis),  his  son  Joost  and 
family,  from  Walloon  Flanders,  and  Pierre  ParmetUier,  also 
from  "  Walslant,"  that  is,  the  Walloon  country— all  these  after- 
wards at  Harlem.  Here  Peter  van  Oblinus,  son  of  Joost,  Jr.  and 
his  wife  Marie  Sammis,  was  bom  in  1662,  and  who  afterwards  at 
Hurlem  was  distinguished.  Among  the  Walloons  from  Artois 
found  her6,  were  Matihieu  Blanchan,  Louie  du  Bote,  and  An- 
toine  Vriepel;  Blanchan  having  sojourned  in  England,  as  per- 
haps had  the  other  two,  who  became  his  sons-in-law.  Others 
joining  this  Mannheim  colony,  and  to  be  hereafter  noticed,  were 
the  families  of  Le  Conite,  from  Picardy,  and  De  Vaux,  from 
Walslant,  whose  descendants  are  called  De  Voe,  De  Vaux  and 
Parmentier  were  clearly  names  derived  from  Picardy. 

Philippe  Oasier  was  a  husbandman  and  something  of  a  travel- 
ler, having  lived  several  years  in  the  island  of  Martinique,  to 
which  he  had  gone  with  other  colonists  under  the  auspices  of 
the  French  West  India  Company.  But  weary  of  rough  pioneer 
life  among  wild  Caribs,  and  more  weary  of  the  civil  anarchy 
then  reigning  in  the  islands,  he  returned  with  his  family  to 
Europe,  and  tarried  awhile  at  Sluis  before  removing  up  the 
Rhine.  While  at  Mannheim,  a  son,  Peter,  was  bom  (1659)  \o  his 
eldest  daughter  Marie,  the  wife  of  David  Uzille,  the  latter  also 
mentioned  as  from  Calais,  but  no  doubt  of  the  Brittany  family. 
Bat  neither  was  Casier  contented  at  Mannheim,  still  indulging, 
as  it  would  seem,  visions  of  a  better  fortune  for  him  in  Amer- 
ica. His  wife's  brother,  Isaac  Taine,  called  also  la  Pire,  "  the 
Father,''  had  gone  out  some  years  previous,  and  had  been  made 
a  burgher  of  New  Amsterdam ;  and  thither  the  Casier  family, 
Uzilles  included,  resolved  to  go.*    Eeturning  to  Holland,  they 

•  Isaac  Tavne,  as  he  wrote  his  name,  obtained  a  grant  of  land,  June  24, 
1666,  at  New  Castle,  Del.,  where  he  was  living  ten  years  later. — Penn, 
Archives^  i.  35.  His  wife  was  Sarah  Reson.  This  name,  ending  with  the 
Fieoch  nasal  sound  ng^  is  sometimes  written  Ting. 
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sailed  directly  for  the  Manhattans  in  the  ship  Oilded  Otter, 
which  left  the  Texel  April  27thy  1660,  carrying  also  Blanohan 
and  others  from  Mannheim,  heside  a  band  of  soldiers,  among 
whom  were  Jacob  Leisler,  famous  in  our  colonial  story,  and 
Joost  Kockuyt,  heretofore  mentioned,  afterward  part  owner  of 
the  land  since  forming  the  **  Dyckman  Homestead."  Later, 
Simeon  Cornier,  with  his  wife  Nicole  Petit,  left  Mannheim  and 
returned  to  Holland,  whence  they  sailed  in  the  ship  Faith, 
March  24th,  1662,  from  the  Texel  for  the  Manhattans,  arriving 
June  13th. 

Isaac  Vermeille,  one  of  the  Harlem  settlers  and  head  of  the 
well-known  family  of  Vermilye^  was  the  son  of  Jean  Vermeille 
and  Marie  Roubley,  who  are  found  among  the  Walloon  refugees 
at  London  toward  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  century.*  They 
were  members  of  the  Walloon  church,  and  had  several  children 
born  in  that  city,  among  these  Isaac,  in  1601.  The  last  child 
Was  Rebecca,  bom  1609,  and  three  years  later  we  lose  sight  of 
the  father.  Some  of  the  family  soon  removed  to  Leyden,  where 
Isaac's  elder  sister  Rachel,  who  had  been  admitted  to  the  church 
in  London  July  15th,  1613,  was  married  April  25th,  1615,  to 
Jacques  Bordelo,  a  Walloon  from  Valenciennes.  Jean  Vermeille, 
to  whom  a  child  was  bom  in  1633  at  London,  and  who  married 
a  second  wife  at  Leyden  in  1647,  was  probably  brother  to  Isaac. 
Marie  Vermeille  (mother  or  sister?),  with  her  husband  Jean 
Dimanche,  stood  as  godparentB  for  Isaac's  daughter  Marie 
(afterward  Mrs.  Montanye),  at  her  baptism  at  Leyden,  August 
2d,  1629.  Then  Isaac  first  attracts  our  notice  here,  with  his 
Dutch  vrouw,  Jacomina  Jacobs,  but  later  has  two  other  children 
baptized,  the  last  in  1637.  Thence  not  finding  his  name  at  Ley- 
den for  full  twenty-five  years,  it  seems  to  imply  his  absence ;  and 

♦  We  nowhere  find  it  stated  that  our  Vermilyes  were  Walloons,  but  think 
it  a  safe  assumption,  for  several  reasons.  The  congregation  at  London  of 
which  they  were  members  was  then  composed  quite  exclusively  of  that 
people.  Then  their  Christian  names  favor  it.  And  one  o!  the  Walloon 
towns  bears  the  name  VermelU  ;  being  in  Artois,  south-east  of  Bethune,  near 
a  lake  at  the  source  of  the  Papegay,  which  latter  runs  northward,  entering 
the  Lys  near  Armentieres.  Traced  to  its  origin,  the  surname  was  doubtless 
the  same  as  the  Italian  VermigH.  **  Its  birthplace,"  says  Rev.  A.  G.  Ver- 
milye,  *  *  was  probably  Peruggia.  * '  Peter  Vermigli  (or  Martyr),  the  reformer, 
was  bom  at  Florence.  Like  many  others,  the  name  had  evidently  worked 
upward  to  Northern  France,  but  how  early  we  know  not.  VemieilU  is  the 
French  lor  vermilion. 
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to  probably  went  to  Mannheim,  as  the  name  Isaac  Wurmely 
found  on*  its  civil  records,  is  thought  by  a  good  authority  there 
to  refer  to  him.  Howeyer,  again  at  Leyden  in  the  company  of 
other  French,  who  "  by  advice  of  some  gentlemen,  and  reading 
the  New  Netherland  conditions,  were  allured  and  persuaded  to 
emigrate  with  their  families,''  we  meet  with  Vermeille,  about  to 
leave  with  them  for  that  much-mooted  country,  whither  during 
his  time  so  many  Leyden  refugees,  back  to  the  De  Forests  and 
Montagne,  had  already  gone.  With  wife,  his  two  sons  aud  as 
many^  daughters,  Vermeille  embarked  October  l^th,  1&62,  in  the 
ship  Purmerland  Ghnrch,  Captain  Barentsen,  which  on  the 
14th  weighed  anchor  and  ^^  passed  the  last  village  on  the  Tezel," 
bound  with  supplies  to  New  Amstel.* 

Soon  after  this  the  Palatinate  was  threatened  with  hostile 
invasion  by  the  Duke  of  Lorraine  and  other  neighboring 
Gatholic  princes.  The  refugees  having  every  thing  to  fear  from 
SQch  enemies  to  their  kind  and  religion,  many  more  of  these 
hastily  quit  Mannheim.  The  Demarest,  Oblinus,  and  Parmen- 
tier  families,  with  Joumee,  returned  to  Holland,  apparently  with 
purpose  formed  of  going  to  New  Netherland,  for  making  short 
stay  at  Amsterdam  they  all  embarked  for  that  country  in  the 
Brindled  Cow,  April  16th,  1663 ;  having  in  company  Jean 
Mesurolle,  a  Picard,  but  then  from  Mannheim,  Jerome  Boquet 
(Bokee)  fmd  Pierre  None,  both  originally  from  Walslant ;  beside 
our  several  Dutch  colonists  before  noticed,  the  Bogerts  and 
Kortrights,  from  Schoonrewoerd  and  vicinity.  Men,  women, 
and  children,  there  were  ninety  odd  passengers,  the  French  com- 
posing a  third.  Each  adult  was  charged  for  passage  and  board 
thirty-nine  florins ;  children  of  ten  years  and  under,  except 
infants,  half  price.  It  cost  Jan  Bastiaensen  (Kortright)  for 
liimself  and  family  204  fl.  10  st.,  and  David  Demarest,  175  fl. 

^  The  charges  lor  their  passage  stand  thus  in  the  accounts  of  the  West 
India  Co. : 

"  IsAACQ  Verniele  debet 
Voor  vracht  en  costRelt  dat  hy  A**.  1662,   12  Octob'.  pr :  't  Schip  de 
Purmerlander  JCercky  Schipp'.  Benjamin  Barentsen,  is  herwaerts 

gecomen /.  39 

Voor  syn  vrou .- 39 

En  4  kindexen,  alle  boven  de  20"  Jaeren. , 156 

/.  234" 
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10  St.*  These  refugees  from  Mannheim  nearly  all  took  certifi- 
cates of  membership  from  the  French  church  therfe.  Some 
others  livho  folbwed  them  ten  years  later^  will  be  noticed  here- 
after. 

Holland  had  now  lost  the  special  attractions  it  presented  to 
the  first  refugees.  These  finding  sympathy  and  employment,, 
were  generally  content  to  remain  as  permapent  residents.  But 
the  disturbances  of  later  years  had  unsettled  many,  while  trade 
liad  steadily  and  greatly  declined,  with  no  hope  of  any  revival. 
Moreover,  other  unfortunate  fugitives  were  flocking  in  "  from 
Germany,  Westphalia,  and  those  countries  which  within  two 
years  had  been  ruined  by  hard  times,  but  mainly  by  persecutions, 
to  which  the  faithful  all  through  France  (as  also  the  Walden- 
ses)  had  been  subjected.^'  Under  these  circumstances  many 
were  easily  drawn  into  the  current  of  emigration  to  New  Neth- 
erland,  which  was  cjitolled  as  "  beyond  question  the  finest  coun- 
try in  the  world,  where  every  thing  can  be  produced  that  is 
grown  in  France  or  the  Baltic, '^  and  whose  virgin  soil  and 
settlements,  free  from  the  tyranny  of  kings  and  the  contagion 
of  European  society,  offered  a  most  inviting  abode  and  ample 
scope  for  enterprise.  The  most  flattering  reports  of  that  coun- 
try were  rife,  as  given  by  those  visiting  Holland  in  search  of 
farm-laborers,  and  by  merchants  whose  business  took  them  over 
to  Amsterdam.  Among  those  by  whom  the  section  of  Manhat- 
tan Island  since  known  as  Harlem  was  first  brought  to  the  favor- 
able notice  of  colonists,  was  Andries  Hudde,  late  counsellor  in 
New  Netherland,  who  spent  the  winter  of  1638-9  in  Holland,  and 
part  of  whose  errand  was  to  send  out  hands  to  work  his  tobacco 
plantation,  afterwards  known  as  Montanye's  Flat.  It  was 
plainly  his  representations  regarding  that  locality  that  took 
Captain  Kuyter  and  others  thither,  and  induced  Van  Keulen,  of 
Amsterdam,  to  secure  the  two-hundred-acre  tract  thence  called 
Van  Keulen's  Hook  ;  the  purchase  of  which  waa  effected  direct- 
ly upon  Hudde's  return.  And  Sibout  Claessen,  an  energetic 
burgher  of  New  Amsterdam,  going  to  Fatherland  in  theaatunm 

*  The  "DMlch  Jlorin  or  guilder  \9  usaally  valued  at  forty  cents,  the  stiver  2X 
two  cents  ;  but  taking  into  account  that,  in  the  times  we  are  treating  of, 
money  in  Holland,  as  compared  with  labor,  commodities,  or  whatever  else 
it  purchased,  had  alfout  four  times  its  present  value,  certainly  these  emi- 
grants paid  well  for  their  passage. 
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of  1649,  spent  nearly  two  years  between  Hoorn,  his  native  place, 
and  Amsterdam  and  Leyden,  while  prosecuting  charges  against 
Stnyvesant.  Bad  as,  in  his  view,  was  the  administration,  none 
had  a  higher  opinion  of  the  country,  Manhattan  especially,  where 
Claessen  had  a  fine  property  opposite  Hellgate,  which  he  called 
Hoorn '^  Hook.  And  Jean  La  Montague,  who  revisited  Holland 
in  1654.  With  his  many  years'  experience  in  the  new  country, 
glowing,  we  dare  assert,  were  the  pictures  he  drew  of  it — when 
tenderly  pressing  his  suit  with  the  fair  Petemella,  who  was  to 
share  his  home  and  fortunes !  And  Nicholas  De  Meyer,  the 
clear-headed  and  thrifty  trader  at  New  Amsterdam,  making  a 
trip  to  Holland  in  1662,  to  remain  over  winter,  no  doubt  aston- 
ished his  auditors  as  he  told  of  lands  on  Manhattan  at  one 
dollar  sixty  cents  an  acre,  and  his  recent  purchase  of  two  farms 
in  the  young  settlement.  New  Harlem.  What  interest  must 
have  attached  to  these  accounts  by  visitants  from  the  New 
World,  as  every  listener  caught  up  the  story  of  its  almost  fabu- 
lous advantages  and  resources  !  To  the  young  and  ambitious, 
the  far-off  America  had  all  the  dazzling  attractions  of  a  fairy- 
land, when  so  often  even  the  tender  sex  were  led  as  by  an  irre- 
sistible charm,  in  the  face  of  many  perils,  to  venture  its 
wild  solitudes.  But  again,  with  more  caution,  one  of  a  family 
first  goes  to  the  New  World,  as  if  to  report  from  personal  knowl- 
edge upon  the  expediency  of  the  change  before  others  should 
follow  ;  so  with  the  Verveelens,  the  brothers  Waldron,  Buys, 
etc.  The  colonists  were  wont  to  revisit  Fatherland  to  obtain 
wives  ;  whence  its  records  show  many  nuptials  consummated  on 
the  eve  of  embarkation.  And  timid  maidens,  in  not  a  few 
cases,  drawn  by  ties  of  kinship  or  some  more  tender  impulse, 
stopped  not  to  count  the  hazards  of  the  voyage  :  instance 
young  Barentie  Dircks,  of  Meppel  (her  sister  Geertie  then  some 
years  in  New  Netherland  as  wife  of  Jan  Metselaer),*  going  over 
with  other  colonists  from  Drenthe  in  1660  ;  lo  !  scai'ce  a  year 
passing,  when  she  and  a  sister  Egbertie  found  their  daring  re- 

♦  Jan  Adams  Metselaer  was  b.  at  Wonns  in  1626 ;  was  in  service  as 
corporal  on  the  Delaware,  and  returned  to  New  Amsterdam  in  1654.  He  d. 
in  N.  Y.  in  1696  or  1697.  His  sons  who  reached  maturity  were  Jacobus,  b. 
166S  ;  Abraham,  b.  167 1 ;  Hendrick,  b.  1676.  Desc.  of  Abraham  early  settled 
on  the  Raritan.  and  whence  the  respectable  family  of  which  is  Rev.  Abra- 
ham Messier,  D.D. 
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warded  and  the  highest  aspiration  of  their  womanly  hearts  real- 
ized, in  Nelis  Matthvssen  and  Hage  Bruynsen,  honest  Swedes, 
the  one  called  to  the  magistracy  at  Harlem,  the  other  to  become 
its  first  miller.  All  most  nataral  truly ;  yet  we  mistake  if 
these  glimpses  of  simple  life  among  oar  colonist  ancestors  are 
wholly  devoid  of  interest* 

Such  moral  courage  as  they  exhibited,  especially  the  refugees, 
commands  admiration  ;  such  trials  as  they  endured  when  called 
to  resist  or  flee  oppression,  appeal  to  our  sympathies  !  Clinging 
to  their  faith  or  principles  though  at  the  cost  of  their  peace  and 
safety,  and  all  the  endearments  of  home,  country,  and  kindred  ; 
choosing  rather  to  Tenture  the  treacherous  ocean  and  the  dan- 
gers of  an  untried  wilderness  where  still  was  sovereign  the  sav- 
age and  the  beast  of  prey — and  all  to  secure  the  sacred  boon  of 
liberty  denied  them  in  their  native  lands  ;  do  they  not  deserve 
the  first  place  in  history,  and  in  the  grateful  remembrance  of 
those  who  are  reaping  the  benefits  of  their  labors  and  sacrifices? 

♦  The  French  Refugees  were  sometimes  designated,  not  by  a  proper 
surname,  but  by  the  name  of  some  place,  evidently  that  of  their  nativity  or 
former  abode,  appended  to  their  Christian  name.  The  effect,  no  other  clew 
to  their  identity  appearing,  is  confusion  like  that  liable  to  occur  in  Dutch 
nomenclature.  Cases  in  point  are  Eltienne  ^ocAf//e{hi5  proper  name  Geneau), 
Pierre  Grand  Pr/,  Jean  Bf/in,  Etienne  Button^  etc.,  all  names  of  French 
towns  ;  and  Jean  Paris^  also  written  tU  Parisis^  but  no  other  than  Jean 
L^uiere,  from  Paris,  afterwards  of  Bushwick.  Some  retained  these  as 
family  names  ;  Button  or  Baton  was  perpetuated  on  Staten  Island  and  in 
N.  J.  Belin,  written  a  Belin^  became  Ablin.  (See  also  note  on  Jean  Baig- 
noux.)  That  this  designation  by  place  (as  well  without  as  with  the  prefix  de 
ox'du)  was  a  usage  prevalent  in  France  (not  to  trace  it  further),  any  one  who 
examines  the  subject  will  see  ;  and  it  starts  the  question  whether  it  is  alwa3rs 
safe  to  take  such  prefix  as  proof  of  nobility,  when  it  may  serve  only  to  show 
the  birthplace,  or  residence,  or  periiaps  the  place  of  the  family  origin  ;  as  U 
or  la  often  indicates  names  derived  from  a  trade,  calling,  office,  etc.  (See 
Index,  Ckaudrtmmer.)  The  children  of  some  of  our  refugees,  ambitious  to  as- 
sume these  prefixes,  sometimes  made  bad  work  of  it ;  thus  the  name  UMaistre 
{the  Master)^  taking  on  the  de  (and  whence  Delamater),  came  to  signify  ofiht 
Master  I — a  use  of  the  prefix  wholly  inappropriate.  On  the  contrary,  the  sons 
of  Dr.  La  Montagne  very  properly  prefixed  the  de^  and  the  fact  adds  strength 
to  our  hypothesis  as  to  the  source  of  that  name.  Very  few  old  names  among 
us  at  present,  whether  of  French,  Dutch,  or  other  descent,  preserve  their 
original  form  ;  a  result  to  be  deprecated,  though  a  return  to  tlie  early  orthog- 
raphy may  now  be  neither  practicable  nor  desirable. 
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KANHATTAN, 


rr  the  year  1609  a  Dutch  ship  was  feeling  its  way  along  the 
then  wild  and  unfrequented  coast  of  North  America.  Her 
intrepid  commander,  as  in  former  fruitless  voyages  made  for  the 
same  object  under  English  patronage,  was  still  eagerly  seeking 
II  western  route  to  China,  the  golden  Cathay  of  the  ancients. 
Dispatched  in  this  instance  by  the  East  India  Company  of 
Holland,  the  Half  Moon  left  Amsterdam  the  4th  of  April,  and 
after  gaining  the  American  waters  had  explored  each  principal 
bay  and  inlet  from  north  to  south,  and  now  again  northward, 
five  weary  months,  but  with  no  results.  To  one  of  less  resolution 
than  Henry  Hudson  the  case  might  well  have  seemed  hopeless, 
but  still  the  undaunted  mariner  continues  the  search. 

The  3d  of  September  dawns  upon  the  vessel  enshrouded  in 
a  dense  sea-fog  which  at  the  hour  of  ten,  lifting  its  vapory  man- 
tle, leaves  upon  her  spars  and  rigging  myriads  of  watery  jewels 
which  sparkle  in  the  sunbeams,  bright  harbinger  of  a  coming 
snccess,  while  the  ship,  quitting  her  moorings,  spreads  her 
"  mainsail  and  spritsail,''  and  under  a  clear  sky  and  with  a  balmy 
breeze  from  the  south-south-east  resumes  her  northerly  course. 
Fire  hours  pass,  when  Hudson  makes  the  headlands  of  Never- 
aink,  "  very  pleasant,  and  high,  and  bold  to  fall,  withal  :*'  and 
**  at  three  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon'*  approaches  "  a  very 
good  harbor,'*  into  which  flow  "  three  great  rivers,"  These  at 
once  arrest  his  attention ;  their  sources  wrapped  in  mystery 
naturally  invite  the  boldest  speculation.  Has  he  not  been  told 
**  there  was  a  sea  leading  into  the  Western  Ocean  by  the  north 
of  Virginia?"  Curiosity  and  hope  receive  a  new  impulse; 
surely  he  has  found  at  last  the  long-desired  passage  ! 
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Hudson  at  first  stands  for  the  northernmost  rirer,  but  repelled 
by  a  very  shoal  bar  before  its  mouth  changes  his  course  and 
bears  away  southward  across  the  bay,  where- another  passage 
seems  to  open,  casts  his  anchor,  and  prudently  sends  in  the 
yawl  to  sound.  On  a  favorable  report  he  again  weighs,  runs 
farther  in  with  the  ship,  and  finally  drops  his  kedge  on  the  soft 
oozy  bottom  at  a  depth  of  five  fathoms.  Hudson  takes  the  lati- 
tude— forty  degrees  and  thirty  minutes — and  enters  it  in  his  log. 
As  the  vessel  rides  at  ease  upon  the  bosom  of  these  expansive 
waters,  no  fellow-craft  greets  the  eye  of  the  brave  mariner ;  not 
so  much  as  a  tiny  sail  breaks  the  monotony  of  the  scene.  The 
undulating  land  is  beautiful  in  varied  shades  of  green,  bnt,  as 
far  as  the  eye  can  scan,  bare  of  human  habitation,  even  to  a 
rustic  cabin  ;  all  yet  appears  lone,  wild,  charming  in  its  very  air 
of  desolation.  The  fish  seem  surprisingly  tame  as  they  swarm 
about  the  vessel,  and  the  white  sea-gull  disports  itself  familiarly, 
soars  upon  its  broad  pinions,  or  stoops  to  kiss  the  wave. 

But  the  arrival  had  not  passed  unnoticed.  Some  of  .the  tawny 
natives  engaged  in  fishing — ^for  the  salmon  and  mullets  and 
rays  were  plenty — espied,  far  out  on  the  ocean  (so  the  red  man 
handed  down  the  story),  a  lar^e  and  strange-looking  object.* 
Hastening  back  to  land,  they  break  the  news  to  some  of  their 
countrymen,  who  also  go  out,  in  order  to  discover  what 
it  may  be.  They  view  with  astonishment  the  strange  phenom- 
enon, now  so  near  as  to  be  plainly  visible,  but  are  quite 
disagreed  as  to  what  it  is  ;  some  take  it  to  be  an  enormous  fiah 
or  animal,  others  a  very  big  wigwam  floating  on  the  sea.  As 
the  curious  object  comes  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  land  their 
apprehensions  increase  ;  they  conclude  that  it  possesses  life,  and 
resolve  without  further  delay  to  put  all  the  neighboring  Indians 
on  their  guard.  Messengers  depart  to  carry  the  news  to  the 
scattered  chiefs  and  braves,  and  to  urge  their  immediate  pres- 
ence. Many  of  these  soon  arrive  in  breathless  haste,  and,  view- 
ing the  queer  object  which  has  now  gained  the  very  entrance  of 
the  river  or  bay,  finally  conclude  that  it  is  nothing  less  than  the 

♦  The  Indian  tradition  of  Hudson's  visit  is  taken  itova  Heckwelder ;  other- 
wise the  facts  have  been  drawn  from  original  statements  by  De  Laet^  Jutt^ 
Vandtr  Donck^  and  others,  every  circumstance  and  intimation  being  duly 
weighed.  We  believe  these  will  warrant  all  the  amplification  here  given,  the 
traditionary  part  finding  strong  confirmation  in  these  authors. 
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wigwam  of  the  great  Manitto  or  Sapreme  Being  himself,  who 
has  evidently  come  to  pay  them  a  visit  This  opinion  prevailing, 
they  hegin  preparations  to  give  him  a  suitable  reception.  The 
women  must  cook  the  most  savory  food,  and  a  grand  Jcintekoy 
or  dance  be  given,  measured  to  their  best  music,  as  ^^  an  agree- 
able entertainment  for  the  Great  Being/' 

Early  the  next  morning  Hudson,  after  sending  the  boat  to 
take  soundings  farther  up  the  bay,  finds  a  better  anchorage ; 
and  remaining  there  all  day,  some  of  the  crew  go  ashore  to  draw 
a  net  for  fish,  returning  with  ten  big  mullets,  a  foot  and  a  half 
long,  and  a  great  ray,  taking  four  men  to  haul  it  into  the  ship. 
By  this  time  the  Indians,  having  carefully  watched  the  move- 
ments of  their  strange  visitor,  are  so  well  assured  of  his  super- 
natural character  and  friendly  mission  that  they  resolve  to  ven- 
ture out  to  the  ship  and  extend  him  a  welcome.  Two  of  them, 
clad  in  loose  deer-skins  and  taking  a  bundle  of  green  tobacco  as 
a  present  for  the  Manitto,  launch  forth  in  their  canoe,  and  being 
admitted  on  board  the  vessel  manifest  their  pleasure  at  seeing 
the  pale-faced  strangers  by  every  sign  and  exclamation  at  their 
command  expressive  of  wonder  and  delight.  Making  their 
offerings,  they  receive  in  return  a  few  knives  and  beads.  Admir- 
ing the  dress  worn  by  the  Europeans,  they  signify  a  wish  to 
have  the  same  for  themselves ;  but  so  far  from  showing  any 
rudeness,  their  decorum  is  such  that  the  officers  notice  it  and 
declare  them  "  very  civil. '^ 

On  the  succeeding  day  Hudson  and  others  from  the  ship 
make  a  formal  visit  to  the  land,  when  the  assembled  Indians, 
**  men,  women,  and  children,''  receive  and  entertain  them  in 
their  best  manner.  '^  The  swarthy  natives  all  stood  around  and 
sung  in  their  fashion,"  says  Hudson  ;  the  ceremony  without 
doubt  indicated  more  of  fear  and  reverence  than  of  confidence, 
and  was  designed  to  propitiate  his  favor.  The  usual  present  of 
green  tobacco  is  given,  and  refreshments  served,  including  bread 
made  of  maize  or  Indian  corn,  of  which  Hudson  partook  and 
found  it  *^  excellent  eating."  Then  the  ship's  party  strolled 
"  up  into  the  woods,  and  saw  great  store  of  very  goodly  oaks 
and  some  currants."  Many  Indians  of  both  sexes  also  visit 
the  ship  during  the  day,  **  in  their  canoes  made  of  a  single  hol- 
low tree,"  says  Hudson.     They  are  dressed,  "  some  in  mantles 
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of  feathers,  and  some  in  skins  of  divers  sorts  of  good  furs." 
About  their  necks  are  ornaments  of  copper.  They  bring  offer- 
ings of  dried  currants,  ^'  sweet  and  good/'  and  Indian  hemp. 
These  expressions  of  good-will  do  not  throw  the  shrewd  navi- 
gator off  his  guard.  From  common  prudence  he  "  durst  not 
trust  them/'  yet  his  keen  eye  can  detect  no  lurking  evil  intent, 
and  he  frankly  admits  that  ^'  they  appear  to  be  a  friendly 
people."  Such  his  testimony  of  ^Hhe  people  that  he  found 
dwelling  within  the  bay."  Their  entire  deportment  thus  far 
had  betrayed  only  profound  respect  and  veneration  fcfr  their  mys- 
terious visitors. 

But,  strange,  pleasing  hallncination  of  the  untutored  son  of 
the  forest,  how -quickly  did  one  untoward  circumstance  dispel  it 
forever,  reduce  his  supposed  divinity  to  the  level  of  a  mortal, 
and  place  him  in  the  attitude  of  an  enemy  !  On  the  morning  of 
the  6th,  the  weather  being  fair,  Hudson,  with  more  accurate 
conclusions  as  to  the  best  direction  in  which,  to  continue 
his  search,  ordered  John  Goleman  and  four  others  to  pro- 
ceed with  the  yawl  '^  over  to  the  north  side,  to  sound  the 
other  river,"  yet  little  dreaming  that  all  that  was  to  impart 
fame  to  his  voyage  hung  upon  its  undisclosed  mysteries. 
Bowing  twelve  miles  to  its  mouth  (the  Narrows)  they  as- 
cended and  entered  a  spacious  harbor,  ''with  very  good 
riding  for  ships,"  whence  extending  their  search  two  leagues 
up  ''  a  narrow  river  to  the  westward  between  two  islands"  ♦ 
and  reaching  "  an  open  sea,"f  they  were  returning  filled  with 
admiration  of  the  country,  ''  as  pleasant  with  grass  and  flowers 
and  goodly,  trees  as  ever  they  had  seen,"  when  suddenly,  in  a 
manner  unexplained,  they  came  in  fatal  conflict  with  the  natives, 
twenty-six  in  number,  in  two  canoes.  Coleman  was  slain  by  an 
arrow,  and  two  others  of  the  crew  wounded,  but  strange  to  say 
the  savages  did  not  follow  up  their  advantage.  A  rain  set  in 
which,  extinguishing  their,  match,  made  their  guns  useless,  and 
after  toiling  all  night  "  to  and  fro  on  their  oars"  the  party 
reached  the  ship.  They  declared  **  they  were  set  upon"  by  the 
Indians ;  the  latter  have  not  left  us  their  story  !  Why,  so 
superior  in  force,  did  they  spare  any  of  the  whites  to  tell  their 

♦  Kill  van  Kull,  \  Newark  Bay. 
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tale  ?  Why  the  sudden  change  whicb^  Hudson  observed  in  the 
temper  of  the  savages  ?  Peradventore  in  this  affray  the  Ind- 
ians were  ^'  more  sinned  against  thatf  sinning  ;"  then  the  ease 
becomes  clearer.  If,  smarting  under  a  deep  sense  of  unpro- 
voked injury,  they  retired  to.  dress  their  wounds  and  bury  their 
dead,  then  the  news,  which  spread  rapidly,  at  once  stamped  the 
:new-comers  as  enemies. 

Suspicious  of  the  savages  from  the  iBrst,  Hudson  now  had  great 
reason  to  fear  an  attack.  He  thereupon  ordered  a  strict-  watch 
to  be  kept  day  and  night  to  prevent  a  surprise,  which  indeed  the 
Indians  were  plotting,  and  only  seeking  an  opportunity  to  exe- 
cute, as  was  apparent  from  the  many  canoes  filled  with  armed 
men  which  prowled  around  the  ship.  Admitting  but  few  of 
the  savages  into  the  vessel,  he  seized  two,  who  came  on  board 
with  a  treacherous  design,  and  held  them  as  hostages.  Passing 
the  Narrows  September  11th,  Hudson  entered  the^ harbor  with 
his  ship.  The  morning  of  the  13th  found  him  skirting  ^^  that 
side  of  the  river  that  is  called  Mannahata,"  having  '^fair 
weather,  the  wind  northerly. "  With  the  full  of  the  tide  he  casts 
anchor  opposite  a  gorge  in  the  hills  from  which  a  stream,  mean- 
dering  through  verdant  meadows,  empties  into  a  small  cove  or 
bay  (Manhattanville). 

News  of  his  coming  has  preceded  him.  From  one  Indian  vil- 
lage to  uiother  and  from  wigwam  to  wigwam  runners  have  car- 
ried the  startling  tidings  ;  delegations  from  the  Flats  and  parts 
contiguous  have  poured  in  through  the  ravine  till  the  multi- 
tudes crowd  the  beach  and  crown  the  acclivities,  eager  to  catch 
a  sight  of  the  big  canoe,  about  which  and  its  inmates  such 
strange  rumors  have  spread  far  and  wide,  exciting  ^^  great  sur- 
prise and  astonishment  among  the  Indians.''  Hudson  and  his 
officers  greet  with  civility  the  natives,  who  here  approach  the 
ship  in  four  canoes,  bringing  "great  store  of  very  good 
oysters.''  He  accepts  the  present  and  gives  them  some  trinkets 
m  return  ;  but  the  menacing  attitude  of  the  savages  only  the  day 
previous  indisposes  Hudson  to  any  intimacy^  or  to  admit  any 
of  them  on  board — a  wise  precaution,  as  events  will  show. 

Barred  from  intercourse,  and  withal  ignorant  of  their  lan- 
guage, Hudson  could  as  yet  have  acquired  but  scant  knowledge 
of  the  country  from  the  natives.     But  this  was  in  a  measure 
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supplied  by  his  own  habit  of  close  observation,  noting  objects 
so  trivial  as  the  ornaments  and  tobacco-pipes  of  the  natives, 
whence  lie  inferred  the  existence  of  copper.  And  on  this  bright 
September  morning,  while  cooling  breezes  from  the  norfch  amble 
through  the  rigging  of  the  ship  as  it  lies  idly  at  anchor  for  sev- 
eral hours  waiting  for  the  tide  to  set  in,  and  the  t)racticed  eye 
of  the  great  navigator  surveys  on  the  one  hand  the  pure  watery 
expanse,  on  the  other  the  charming  wooded  bluffs  which  here 
adorn  the  Island  of  Manhattan,  doubtless  it  penetrates  the 
notable  cleft  in  the  heights,  opening  to  him  a  distant  vista  of  the 
broad  and  beautiful  plains  upon  which  our  interest  centres,  as 
yet,  save  only  to  the  aborigines,  a  very  terra  incognita !  We 
may  read  his  emotions  as,  turning  from  this  scene,  he  records  in 
his  journal  the  admiration  of  a  sailor  :  '^  It  is  as  pleasant  a  land 
as  one  need  tread  upon  ;  very  abundant  in  all  kinds  of  timber 
suitable  for  shipbuilding.'*  ♦ 

Hudson  ascends  the  river.  A  fortnight  spent  in  its  further 
exploration  and  he  has  realized,  not  the  prime  object  of  his 
ambition,  but  results  in  the  highest  degree  important ;  the  best 
indeed  of  all  his  voyages.  Since  he  first  entered  Sandy  Hook 
he  had  been  delighted  with  the  country.  He  had  i)enetrated 
nearly  to  its  source  the  noble  river  which  was  thereafter  to 
take  his  name,  finding  at  every  stage  in  his  progress  something 
now  to  admire  in  its  extended  reaches,  its  majestic  highlands, 
its  fruitful  vales,  and  its  grand  and  diversified  scenery.  Now, 
elated  with  his  valuable  discoveries,  inspirited  by  the  bracing 
air  and  goi'geous  appearance  of  the  highlands,  clad  in  the 
richest  hues  of  autumn,  he  is  on  the  downward  passage.  At 
break  of  day  October  M  the  ship  leaves  its  moorings  at  **  Sleep- 
er's Haven,*'  near  the  jutting  Senesqua,  or  Teller's  Point,  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Croton,  and  with  canvas  bending  under  a  stiff 
breeze  from  the  north-west,  runs  down  twenty-one  miles  till, 
the  tide  setting  in  too  strongly,  it  again  casts  anchor  at  the 

♦  Hudson's  youmal,  as  quoted  by  De  Laet  (sec  ColL  N.  V,  Hist.  Soc,^  2d 
series,  vol.  i.  p.  300),  places. this  incident  in  latitude  40°  48',  which  agrees  well 
with  the  locality  given,  yuet's  Journal  (ibid.  p.  325)  gives  the  date  and 
other  particulars,  and  when  closely  studied  aids  in  fixing  the  locality  beyond 
a  reasonable  doubt.  See  also  the  subject  of  Fludson's  voyage  carefully 
treated  in  Yates  and  Moulton's  Hist,  of  N.  K,  which  unhesitatingly  gives 
this  incident  as  happening  when  the  ship  was  '*  anchored  off  ManhattanviUe.'* 
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upper  end  of  Manhattan  Island^  near  the  beantifol  inlet  Schora- 
kdpoky  since  ^^  by  the  Datch"  called  the  Spuyten  Duyvel. 

But  unlooked-for  danger  was  lurking  in  its  track.  An  inci- 
dent of  the  upward  voyage,  already  alluded  to,  now  had  a  most 
painful  sequel.  The  two  natives  whom  Hudson  kept  on  board 
as  hostages  were  carried  up  the  river.  But  the  haughty  cap- 
tives were  not  to  be  beguiled  by  a  voyage  in  the  big  canoe  of 
the  great  Manitto,  nor  long  amused  by  the  red  coats  with  which 
they  were  bedecked.  In  the  highlands  these  restless  spirits 
escaped  through  a  port-hole  and  swam  off,  hurling  back  from  a 
safe  distance  cries  and  gestures  of  scorn  and  defiance.  Making 
their  way  down  the  river,  and  thirsting  to  avenge  the  indigni- 
ties offered  them,  they  sounded  the  war-whoop  to  rouse  their 
people  to  arms,  and  at  the  head  of  Manhattan  Island  collected  a 
force,  with  the  evident  purpose  of  seizing  the  ship  and  appro* 
priating  the  rich  booty  which  it  contained. 

No  sooner  does  the  returning  vessel  heave  to  near  their  place 
of  ambush  than  several  canoes  dart  out  filled  with  armed  war- 
riors, led  on,  as  is  observed,  by  one  of  the  savages  who  had 
escaped  from  the  ship.  JIudson,  seeing  their  hostile  design, 
warns  them  to  keep  off.  Hereupon  two  of  the  canoes  fall  back 
near  the  stem  and  let  fly  a  volley  of  arrows.  Six  muskets  re- 
turn the  assault,  and  two  or  three  Indians  are  killed.  Mean- 
time the  ship  having  gotten  under  way,  the  main  body  of  war- 
riors, about  a  hundred,  collect  at  a  point  of  land  (now  Fort 
Washington)  to  get  a  fair  chance  at  her  as  she  slowly  moves 
along.  But  a  falcon-shot  from  the  vessel  kills  two  of  them,  and 
the  rest  flee  into  the  woods.  They  are  now  quite  discomfited  ; 
yet  about  ten  of  the  boldest,  still  firm  in  their  purpose,  jump  into 
a  canoe  and  paddle  to  meet  the  ship.  Another  cannon-shot 
idlls  one  of  their  number  and  pierces  the  canoe.  A  volley  of 
musketry  slays  three  or  four  more,  and  puts  an  end  to  the  fight. 
The  savages  are  left  to  mourn  the  loss  of  nine  of  their  braves, 
while  Hudson  pursues  his  way  to  the  ocean.  Ah,  hapless  fate! 
which  at  this  first  interview  thus  sealed  in  blood  an  enmity  be- 
tween the  two  races,  destined  for  half  a  century  to  redden  the 
soil  of  Manhattan  Island  with  Christian  blood  to  glut  the  Ind- 
ian's vengeance.  The  inlet  where  began  this  fatal  encounter 
soon  took  the  name  of  Spuyten  Duyvel,  but  for  what  reason  has 
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not  been  explained.  True,  that  veritable  anthor  Uiedrich 
Knickerbocker  makes  it  the  presnmptuoos  boast  of  Potras  Stny- 
vesant's  valiant  trumpeter^  who  essayed  to  swim  the  stream  in  a 
storm,  spyt  den  duyvel,  but  was  seized  and  carried  under  by  his 
Satanic  majesty  in  the  form  of  a  hnge  mossbunker  I  Bat  for 
those  to  whom  this  story  may  wear  a  tinge  of  incredibility  we 
give  another  possible  derivation.  By  what  more  fitting  term 
could  the  savages^  so  apt  in  the  choice  of  their  names,  have  de- 
signated Hudson's  ship,  recalled  as  an  uncouth  monster  vomiting 
streams  of  deadly  fire,  than  by  that  which  (from  the  object  ad- 
hering to  the  locality)  found  its  Dutch  equivalent  in  Spuyten 
Duyvel,  that  is,  Spouting  Devil  f  But  if  this  also  will  not  bear 
criticism,  we  ask  the  reader  to  soberly  weigh  a  fact  which  seems 
to  indicate  the  true  source  of  the  queer  designation  in  question. 
From  the  large  spring  which  spouts  or  bubbles  out  near  the  foot 
of  Cock  Hill  and  flows  into  the  creek,  "  The  Spring"  became 
but  another  name,  with  the  early  settlers,  both  Dutch  and  Eng- 
lish, for  the  locality  known  as  Spuyten  Duyvel ;  and  an  ancient 
record  of  1672  expressly  calls  it  Spuyten  Duyvel,  alicis  the  Fresh 
Spring  ! 

Hudson's  discoveries  so  aroused  the  enterprise  of  the  merchants 
and  shipmasters  of  Holland  that  for  a  series  of  years  vessels 
were  annually  dispatched  to  New  Ketherland  to  prosecute  dis- 
covery and  the  fur  trade,  for  which  purpose  they  were  some- 
times "  ordered  to  remain  there  the  whole  year.*'  /  That  section 
of  Manhattan  Island  in  which  our  interest  centers  could  not 
long  elude  these  enterprising  Dutch  traders,  though  this  seat 
of  the  hostile  Manhattans  remained  inaccessible  for  years  after 
they  had  gained  a  foothold  on  the  upper  Hudson.  Wrapt  in 
that  normal  state  which  for  untold  ages  had  known  no  change^ 
its  weird  charms  must  have  strangely  impressed  such  daring 
spirits  as  were  foremost  to  navigate  its  untried  waters  or  first  to 
penetrate  its  slumbering  solitudes.  The  Hollander — his  eye  ac- 
customed only  to  a  flat  country,  to  dykes  and  polders— beheld 
with  admiration  this  majestic  display  and  picturesque  blending 
of  heights  and  low  land,  of  wood  and  meadow  and  meandering 
brooks.  But  no  hum  of  busy  industry  caught  his  ear,  no  famil- 
iar sight  yet  met  his  eye  ;  the  waters'  gentle  ripple,  the  winds 
moaning  through  the  tall  pines,  the  cry  of  startled  beast  or  bird 
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was  his  greeting.  The  group  of  rasfcic  cabins  and  the  moving 
fonns  of  dusky  savages  clad,  if  at  all,  in  skins  or  furs  and  feath- 
ers but  enhanced  the  weirdness  of  the  scene.  Lucky  too  was 
he  if  his  first  welcome  was  not  conveyed  by  the  swift-winged 
arrow  from  behind  the  thicket,  as  was  the  case  with  Captain 
Dermer,  ten  years  after  Hudson's  visit,  but  before  the  Dutch 
had  yet  occupied  Manhattan  Island.  Coming  from  the  east- 
ward, and  passing  '^  a  most  dangerous  cataract  among  small 
rocky  islands,"  he  soon  found  greater  perils  than  those  of  Hell- 
gate  in  the  hostility  of  the  natives  ;  for,  says  he,  "  the  savages 
had  great  advantage  of  us,  in  a  strait  not  above  a  bow-shot,  and 
where  a  multitude  of  Indians  let  fly  at  us  from  the  bank  ;  but  it 
pleased  God  to  make  us  victors. '^  Only  escaping,  as  his  words 
seem  to  imply,  and  as  had  Hudson,  by  making  his  assailants 
feel  the  superiority  of'  firearms,  it  seems  hardly  credible  that 
such  was  over  the  rude  and  perilous  state  of  our  beautiful  Isl- 
and, the  now  secure  abode  of  peace  and  refinement. 

As  introductory  to  the  history  of  the  section  in  which  we  are 
most  interested,  we  must  notice  the  advent  and  progress  of  set- 
tlement upon  the  southern  point  of  the  Island,  which  antedated 
by  some  thirteen  years  the  first  known  attempt  to  locate  at  Har- 
lem. The  idea  of  a  permanent  occupation  of  the  country  natu- 
rally followed  upon  the  more  intimate  knowledge  of  its  resources 
acquired  through  the  frequent  visits  of  the  Holland  traders. 
But  the  first  move  in  that  direction  must  be  accredited  as  be- 
fore mentioned,  to  fie  v.  John  Robinson,  pastor  of  an  English 
congregation  at  Leyden,  and  to  the  directors  of  the  company 
engaged  in  trading  to  Xew  Xetherland.  In  negotiating  with 
said  directors,  fiobinson  had  informed  them  that  upon  condition 
of  the  government  protection,  etc.,  he  was  '*  well  inclined  to 
proceed  thither  to  live,"  and  also  '^  had  the  means  of  inducing 
over  four  hundred  families  to  accompany  him  thither,  both  out 
of  this  country  (Holland)  and  England,"  who  would  *^  plant 
tiiere  a  new  commonwealth."  But  the  company's  charter 
meanwhile  expiring,  the  directors,  on  February  12th,  1620,  laid 
their  case  before  the  States  General  and  besought  them  to  take 
these  colonists  under  their  protection  and  detail  two  ships  of 
war  to  convey  them  to  that  country,  in  order  to  keep  out  other 
nations  and  make  it  "  secure  to  the  State." 
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Bat  this  application  failed,  as  did  another  of  similar  import 
made  the  next  year  to  the  London  Company  by  the  French  and 
Walloons  of  Leyden,  as  heretofore  noticed.  Nevertheless  the 
States  General  were  not  indifferent  to  the  benefits  likely  to 
accme  from  such  colonies  being  planted  in  New  Netherland. 
Hence  in  their  charter  to  the  West  India  Company,  in  view  of 
'^  the  great  abundance  of  their  people,  as  well  as  their  desire  to 
plant  other  lands,"  they  enjoined  upon  the  company,  as  one 
among  the  important  objects  contemplated,  '*  to  advance  the 
peopling  of  those  fruitful  and  unsettled  parts. '^  ♦  Accordingly 
a  first  act  of  the  company  was  to  equip  and  send  out  (March, 
1623)  a  vessel  of  130  lasts,  the  New  Netherland,  in  command 
of  one  familiar  with  the  voyage.  Captain  Comelis  Mey,  and 
which  carried  about  thirty  families,  '*  mostly  Walloons,"  with  a 
few  single  men,  all  engaged  to  the  company  for  a  term  of  ser- 
vice, and  who  were  to  occupy  and  garrison  several  new  points 
along  the  coast,  besides  forming  a  settlement  up  the  Hudson. 
Captain  Mey  was  to  be  the  director  or  governor  in  New  Nether- 
land, with  Captain  Adrian  Tienpont,  who  accompanied  him,  as 
deputy.  Arriving  at  Hudson's  River  about  the  beginning  of 
May,  they  lay  at  anchor  for  several  weeks  at  Manhattan,  where 
eight  men  were  set  ashore  ^^  to  take  possession"  for  the  com- 

♦  No  credit  is  due  to  the  statement  that  colonies  were  planted  in  New 
Netherland,  on  Manhattan  Island  or  elsewhere,  prior  to  1623.  Sir  Dudley 
Carleton,  English  ambassador  at  the  Ha^ue,  no  doubt  makes  a  true  repre- 
senution  when,  in  a  letter  of  Feb.  5,  1621  (Feb.  15, 1622  N.  S.),  to  the  Lords  of 
the  Council  in  Enjij^land,  he  says:  '*  About  four  or  five  years  since,  two  par- 
ticular companies  of  Amsterdam  merchants,  began  a  trade  into  those  parts 
betwixt  40  and  45  degrees,  to  which  after  their  manner  they  gave  their  owa 
names  of  New  Netherlands  and  the  like  ;  whither  they  have  ever  since  con- 
tinued to  send  ships  of  30  and  40  lasts,  at  the  most,  to  fetch  furs,  which  is  all 
their  trade  ;  for  the  providing  of  which  they  have  certain  factors  there  con- 
tinually resident  trading  with  savages,  and  at  this  present  there  is  a  ship 
at  Amsterdam  bound  for  those  parts  ;  but  I  cann4>t  learn  of  any  colony 
either  already  planted  there  by  these  people y  or  so  much  as  intended ;  and  I 
have  this  further  reason  to  believe  there  is  none,  because  within  these  few 
months  divers  inhabitants  of  this  country  to  a  considerable  number  of  families 
have  been  suitors  unto  me,  to  procure  them  a  place  of  habitation  amongst 
his  Majesty's  subjects  in  those  parts  ;  which  by  his  Majesty's  order  was  made 
known  to  the  Directors  of  the  Plantation  ;  and  if  these  countrymen  were  in 
any  such  way  themselves,  there  is  small  appearance  they  would  desire  to 
mingle  with  strangers,  and  be  subject  to  their  government.**  (Col.  Hist,  of 
N,  K.  3  :  7.  Stuyvesant  does  not  claim  for  the  Dutch  any  earlier  possession 
of  Manhattan  Island.  Ibid,  2  :  412.  See  also  ibid,  i  :  149,  and  Doc,  Hist, 
N.  K.  4to,  3  :  31.  32.) 
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pany,  and  others  dispatched  for  a  like  object  to  the  rivers  Con- 
necticut and  Delaware.  Some  eighteen  families  proceeded  with 
the  vessel  np  the  river  to  Castle  Island^  at  or  near  which  the 
Dutch  had  for  nine  years  maintained  a  trading-post.  Choosing 
a  spot  for  a  settlement  still  higher  up  (within  the  present  city 
of  Albany),  there  they  "  made  a  small  fort,"  calling  it  Fort  Or- 
ange, '^  built  themselves  some  huts  of  bark,"  and  entered  into 
"  covenants  of  friendship"  with  the  Mahicans  or  Eiver  Ind- 
ians, the  Maquas,  and  other  neighboring  tribes,  who  **  desired 
that  they  might  come  and  have  a  constant  free  trade  with  them, 
v^hich  was  concluded  upon."  Such  a  beginning  had  the  now 
wealthy  capital  of  our  State. 

Those  left  to  form  a  trading-post  at  Manhattan  intrenched 
themselves  at  Capsee,  on  the  southern  end  of  the  island,  and 
built  them  houses  "  of  the  bark  of  trees."  Three  years  later 
and  Governor  Peter  Minuitcame  out,  Manhattan  Island  was 
purchased  from  the  Indians  "  for  the  value  of  sixty  guilders," 
and  with  a  vicAV  of  making  this  "  the  principal  colony,"  the  set- 
tlement, which  had 'already  received  important  accessions  from 
Holland,  with  a  supply  of  live  stock  and  farming  tools,  was  fur- 
ther increased  by  the  families  from  Fort  Orange,  who,  disquieted 
by  a  recent  affray  with  the  savages  in  which  some  of  their  num- 
ber were  slain,  gladly  accepted  this  change  ;  and  as  the  Manhates 
"  were  becoming  more  and  more  accustomed  to  the  strangers."  ♦ 
New  Amsterdam,  as  now  called,  and  containing  two  hundred 
and  seventy  souls,  was  permitted,  April  7th,  1G28,  to  welcome 
its  first  minister.  Rev.  Jonas  Michaelius,  from  Holland.  This 
devoted  man,  educated  at  Leyden,  preached  a  dozen  years,  then 
went  out  to  Brazil  with  the  great  expedition  in  1624.  After  a 
short  term  of  service  at  St.  Salvador  he  labored  a  year  or  two 
in  Guinea  before  coming  to  New  Amsterdam.  Here  at  once  he 
"  established  the  form  of  a  church,"  but  as  the  Walloons  and 

*  Harleni  vfas  settled  be  fore  New  Amsterdam,  if  we  may  credit  the  tradition 
current  among  our  old  New  Yorkers  half  a  century  ago  ;  the  first  colonists, 
after  living  here  a  while,  for  some  cause  removing  to  the  lower  end.  Such, 
then  and  even  later,  was  the  popular  belief,  as  we  have  had  it  from  the  lips 
of  several  aged  persons  long  since  deceased.  But  finding  no  mention  of  this 
either  in  Wassenaer  or  De  Laet,  or  in  any  contemporary  or  early  record, 
wc  suspect  the  tradition  is  due  to  the  removal  from  Fort  Orange  or  to  the 
abandonment  of  Harlem  for  a  time  by  its  first  settlers  because  of  the  Indians, 
as  hereafter  related,  or  perhaps  to  the  confused  and  faded  memories  of  both. 
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French  knew  very  little  Dutch,  he  preached  to.  them  in  their 
own  language.  Hither  resorted  the  Indian  hunters,  bringing 
quantities  of  furs,  of  which  from  year  to  year  valuable  cargoes 
were  taken  to  Holland  in  the  company's  ships.  Their  agents 
also  used  every  means  to  increase  this  trade  by  exploring  in 
their  yachts  all  the  adjoining  coasts,  while  others  scoured  the 
woods  and  sought  the  Indian  villages  for  friendly  tratSc.  But 
it  was  not  only  the  fur  trader,  the  hunter  tracking  the  game,  or 
the  amateur  drawn  hither  by  curiosity  to  see  the  country  ;  others 
were  already  intent  upon  finding  out  its  varied  resources — the 
husbandman  noting  the  quality  of  the  soil,  the  mechanic  and 
artisan  whatever  for  each  had  a  practical  business  value,  the 
scientist  or  naturalist  in  quest  of  mineral  and  other  treasures — 
some  new  wonder  in  every  stone,  tree,  shrub,  and  flower,  every 
beast  that  starts  at  his  approach,  or  bird  that  warbles  from  the 
bough.  Much  of  this  useful  information  was  presently  trans- 
mitted to  fatherland,  both  in  private  letters  from  the  colonists 
to  their  kindred  and  in  official  reports  to  the  West  India  Com- 
pany. Isaac  de  Rasieres,  who  came  out  in  1626  and  served 
some  two  years  as  chief  commissary  and  secretary  at  New  Am- 
sterdam, has  left  us,  in  an  account  written  after  his  return  to 
Holland,  the  earliest  known  description  of  Manhattan  Island  by 
an  eye-witness.  It  is,  he  says,  **  full  of  trees,  and  in  the  mid- 
dle rocky,"  but  the  north  end  "  has  good  land  in  two  places, 
where  two  farmers,  each  with  four  horses,  would  at  first  have 
enough  to  do  without  much  clearing."  So  early  had  the  at- 
tention of  the  Hollanders,  instinctively  attached  to  rich  bottom 
lands,  been  drawn  to  these  fertile  plains,  then  known  to  the 
colonists  as  the  Flats  of  the  Island  of  Manhatta. 

In  tracing  the  history  of  this  section  of  the  Island,  the  terri- 
torial limits  will  be  those  given  in  the  patent  or  charter  granted 
the  inhabitants  of  Harlem  by  the  colonial  governor  Nicolls  in 
1666,  which  embraced  all  the  upper  portion,  from  Kingsbridge 
south,  as  far  as  Manhattanville  on  the  west  side  and  Seventy 
Fourth  Street  on  the  east. 

Of  those  who  early  manifested  an  interest  in  this  particular 
section  were  Wouter  van  Twiller,  now  Director-General  of  the 
colony,  and  his  friend  Jacobus  van  Curler,  who  bore  the  title  of 
Jonkheer.     They  were  both  young  men,  from  the  same  plaoe^ 
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Kienkerck,  and  Van  Gorier  had  accompanied  the  new  director 
hither  in  1633.  A  residence  of  three  years  giving  them  the  op- 
portunity to  spy  out  the  land,  Van  Twiller  had  improved  it  by 
selecting  for  himself  several  choice  tracts  in  the  vicinity  of  New 
Amsterdam,  among  which  was  the  island  lying  "  over  against*' 
the  Flats,  and  known  to  us  as  Ward's  Island.  The  Jonkheer,  in 
his  rambles,  had  fixed  his  covetous  eye  upon  these  rich  Flats, 
and,  with  leave  of  thef  director,  had  pre-empted  a  goodly  section 
bordering  upon  the  river,  opposite  the  island  referred  to,  and 
which  obtained  the  name  of  the  Otter-spoor,  or  the  Otter-track. 
It  is  scarcely  a  departure  from  the  literal  facts  to  picture  these 
two  dignitaries  upon  one  of  their  tours  of  observation  up  the 
island  ;  and  in  fancy  we  may  accompany  them.  Van  Curler 
well  knows  the  lay  of  the  land,  for  he  loves  to  scour  the  woods 
in  quest  of  game  ;  but  one  of  his  feats,  which  he  took  some 
pride  in  relating,  was  the  killing  an  hundred  and  seventy  black- 
birds at  a  single  shot ! 

Quitting  the  drowsy  little  town  of  New  Amsterdam,  its 
thatched  roofs  and  its  fortress  with  low  turf  wall  receding  from 
view,  we  follow  the  Indian  trail  leading  to  Wickquaskeek,  or 
"the  birch  bark  country,''  which  lies  beyond  the  quiet  waters 
of  the  Papparinamin,  as  that  part  of  the  Spuyten  Duyvel  was 
called  where  it  turns  the  extreme  northerly  point  of  Manhattan. 
Spring  is  in  her  loveliest  attire.  Around  and  along  our  pathway 
she  displays  in  rich  profusion  her  grandest  works.  Plains  scarce 
trodden  by  human  kind  save  by  the  red  man  are  clothed  in  all 
the  beauty  of  their  pristine  verdure,  while  the  rock-capped  hills 
and  the  resonant  forest  echo  back  and  forth  the  sounds  of  wild 
and  savage  life.  Plumed  songsters  fill  the  woods  and  enliven 
onr  journey  with  their  music.  Perchance  the  shrill  cry  of  the 
eagle,  startled  from  its  eyrie,  or  the  plaintive  note  of  the 
cuckoo  or  the  busy  hammer  of  the  woodpecker  in  turn  arrests 
our  attention. 


'  And  playful  squirrel  on  his  nut-grown  tree : 
And  every  sound  of  life  was  full  of  glee,    ... 
While  hearkening — fearing  nought  their  revelry — 
The  wild  deer  arched  his  neck  from  glades,  and  then, 
Unhunted,  sought  his  woods  and  wilderness  again.*' 
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Treading  that  **  central"  part  of  Manhattan,  in  our  day  res- 
cued from  mercenary  uses  and  restored  again  to  nature  and  art, 
to  resume  under  their  culture  more  than  its  original  beauty,  we 
emerge  upon  the  bluff  near  that  romantic  spot  since  known  as 
McGown's  Pass,  and  before  us  lie  the  "  Flats  of  Manhattan/' 
Let  us  survey  the  charming  panorama  which  opens  to  our  view, 
note  its  more  striking  features,  and  point  out  the  several  sec- 
tions of  the  land,  as  it  is  subdivided  by  the  aborigines,  under 
distinctive  names.     At  our  left  a  chain  of  high  land  extends  away 
to  the  northward  till  lost  to  the  eye,  but  broken  at  one  point  by 
a  ravine,  beyond  which  are  dimly  visible  through  the  entangled 
foliage  the  silvery  waters  of  the  majestic  Mahican-ittuck,  or 
Hudson.     In  the  distance  a  lesser  stream,»which  flows  from  the 
Papparinamin,  and  is  known  simply  as  the  Oreat  Kill  (its  Ind- 
ian name  is  undiscovered),  comes  gently  coursing  toward  the 
troubled  waters  of  the  Hellegat.*    Familiar  to  us  as  the  Harlem 
River,  it  has  been  fitly  designated  as  "  one  of-  the  sweetest 
streams  that  ever  gave   a   charm  to  landscape."     Along   the 
heights  through  which  flow  its  upper  waters  the  scenery,  thougli 
less  imposing,  still  rivals  that  of  the  classic  Hudson  in  all  that 
is  picturesque  and  pleasing.     On  the  hither  side  the  banks,  ris- 
ing boldly  from  a  rocky  base  and  clothed  with  lofty  forest-trees, 
present  by  their  very  abruptness  a  fine  contrast  to  the  eastern 
shore,  where  undulating  hills,  woodland,  and  meadows  form  a 
gradual  descent  to  the  water's  edge.     Here,  afoi*etime,  till  its 
quiet  was  invaded  by  the  snort  of  the  iron  horse,  the  visitor 
loved  to  tarry,  wrapt  in  the  contemplation  of  a  scene  sublime, 
and  quite    forgetful  of  the  outer  world,  till  his  reverie  was 
broken  by  the  wild  cry  of  the  heron,  or  the  plunge  of  the  king- 
fisher  as  it  darted  from  an  overhanging  bough — "  most  cele- 
brated and  besung  of  all  other  birds" — species  which  had  ever 
haunted  these  waters  and  nested  in  the  lofty  pines.     Lingering 
tenant  of  these  solitudes,  the  heron  was  seen  at  early  dawn  assid- 
uous at  his  piscatory  work.     Taking  his  gloomy  stand  in  the 

♦  MuscooTA,  says  the  History  of  Westchester  County,  was  the  aboriginal 
name  for  Harlem  River,  but  various  original  authorities  agree  in  making  it 
the  common  Indian  term  iox  flats  ox  flatland  !  After  diligent  but  vain  search 
among  our  early  records  to  discover  some  warrant  for  applying  it  to  the 
river,  we  gave  it  up,  when  an  inquiry  addressed  to  Mr.  Bolton,  and  answered 
with  his  usual  courtesy,  failed  to  elicit  his  authority  on  this  point. 
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water's  edge,  and  motionless,  as  if  meditating  mischief,  he  kept 
his  head  turned  on  one  side,  and  eyed  the  pool  intently  for  an 
opportunity  to  strike  his  prey.  If  undisturbed,  he  spent  the 
day,  resting  T?hen  gorged,  with  his  long  neck  sunk  between  his 
shoulders,  but  retiring  long  before  night  to  his  retreat  in  the 
woods.  The  scene  is  better  depicted  by  M'Lellan,  in  "  The 
Notes  of  the  Birds.'' 

*^  Far  up  some  brook^s  still  course  whose  current  mines 
The  forest^s  blackened  roots,  and  whose  green  marge 
Is  seldom  visited  by  human  foot, 
The  lonely  heron  sits,  and  harshly  breaks 
The  sabbath  silence  of  the  wilderness  : 
And  you  might  find  her  by  some  reedy  pool, 
Or  brooding  gloomily  on  the  time-stained  rock, 
Beside  some  misty  and  far-reaching  lake. 
Most  awful  is  thy  deep  and  heavy  boom. 
Gray  watcher  of  the  waters  !    Thou  art  king 
Of  the  blue  lake  ;  and  all  the  winged  kind 
Do  fear  the  echo  of  thine  angry  cry. 
How  bright  thy  savage  eye  I    Tliou  lookest  down 
And  seest  the  shining  fishes  as  they  glide  ; 
And  poising  thy  gray  wing,  thy  glossy  beak 
Swift  as  an  arrow  strikes  its  roving  prey. 
Ofttimes  I  see  thee,  through  the  curling  mist. 
Dart  like  a  spectre  of  the  night,  and  hear 
Thy  strange,  bewildering  call,  like  the  wild  scream 
Of  one  whose  life  is  perishing  in  the  sea." 

HeDgate,  or  Hellegaty  as  the  name  was  given  by  the  Dutch, 
after  an  inlet  of  the  West  Scheldt,  lies  in  full  view  at  our  right, 
the  terror  of  ancient  voyagers,  and  whose  conception  of  it  is  well 
given  in  these  words  of  an  early  writer  :  "  Being  a  narrow  pas- 
sage, there  runneth  a  violent  stream  both  upon  flood  and  ebb, 
and  in  the  middle  lieth  some  islands  of  rocks,  which  the  current 
sets  80  violently  upon  that  it  threatens  present  shipwreck  ;  and 
upon  the  flood  is  a  large  whirlpool,  which  continually  sends  forth 
a  hideous  roaring,  enough  to  affright  a  stranger  from  passing 
farther,  and  to  wait  for  some  Charon  to  conduct  him  through." 
The  Indians,  in  the  last  century,  had  a  tradition  **  that  at  some 
distant  period  in  former  times  their  ancestors  could  step  from 
rock  to  rock,  and  cross  this  arm  of  the  sea  on  foot" 
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Beneath  ub  spreads  out^  as  a  royal  tapestry  of  velrety  green,  a 
section  of  rich  bottom  land,  known  to  the  Indians  by  the  en* 
phonic  term  Muscoota,  that  is.  The  Flat,  as  the  whites,  who 
adopted  the  name,  rendered  it.  The  hills  form  its  southern 
limit,  with  a  fresh  water  run  long  known  as  the  Fountain,  from 
its  spring  upon  the  hillside,  and  which,  passing  out  to  the  Great 
Kill,  skirts  northerly  a  point  or  neck  of  land  opposite  Hellegat> 
its  surface  slightly  elevated,  and  which  the  natives  call  Recha- 
wanes,  or,  as  interpreted,  the  Great  Sands  ;  since  the  Benson  or 
McGown  property.  It  is  bounded  southerly  by  a  creek  and 
broad  marshes  which  stretch  from  the  Bay  of  Hellegat  even  to 
Konaande  Kongh.* 

Beyond  the  creek  of  Bechawanes  lies  Van  Curler's  grant, 
reaching  away  to  the  Oreat  Kill,  a  broad  and  level  tract,  called 
in  the  language  of  the  natives  Conykeeksty  but  by  the  Dutch  the 
Otter-spoor,  from  the  little  amphibious  animaJ  which  sports 
hereabout,  burrows,  and  leaves  its  foot-tracks  {spoor)  on  the 
margins  of  its  streamlets  and  river,  and  whose  furs  are  so  cov- 
eted by  the  Dutch  trader.  Northerly  still  lies  Schorakin,  with 
a  mostly  level  surface,  and  stretching  along  the  Great  Kill  up- 
ward toward  the  hills.  It  is  partly  separated  from  the  Otter- 
spoor  by  a  creek  and  meadows,  and  partially  hidden  from  view 
by  the  Sonde  Oehergte,  or  Round  Hills.  One  is  an  abrupt 
wooded  eminence,  by  modem  innovation  styled  Mount  Morris, 
but  which  the  Dutch  called  the  Slang  Berg,  or  Snake  Hill, 
from  the  reptile  tribes  that  infested  its  cleft  rocks  and  under- 
brush even  within  the  memory  of  the  living.  Southerly  from  it 
the  gneiss  rock  crops  out  in  huge,  disordered  masses.  A  little 
way  to  the  right  is  the  other,  a  lesser  height  or  ridge,  and 
which  to  the  inhabitants  came  to  be  known  as  Ths  Little  Hill, 
when  was  built  opposite  to  it  (Kingsbridge  road  only  parting 
them)  the  goodly  Dutch  farm-house  of  Johannes  Sickels,  stiU 

*  An  Indian  term  which  occurs  in  a  Dutch  document  of  1669  (see  under 
that  year),  but  misread,  apparently,  by  the  late  Do.  Westbrook,  who  rendered 
it  King^s  Highway^  the  proper  Dutch  for  which  is  Koning^s  Hooge  We^,  It 
may  come  from  ko^  a  fall  or  cascade,  and  ononda^  a  hill ;  kong  8ignif3ring 
elevated  place  or  locality.  Hence  probably  refers  to  the  spring  aforesaid, 
but  possibly  to  a  village  site  (an  Indian  village,  or  perhaps  the  one  contem- 
plated in  1661),  nunda  being  the  term  for  village.  It  approaches  in  sound 
nearly  to  the  Iroquois  Ganunda^  or  Kannata^  Village  on  Uie  Hill,  and  from 
which,  says  Charlevoux,  ,the  name  Canada  is  derived. 
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standing  in  VZZA.  Street.  Strewed  over  the  plain^  and  here  and 
there  conspicuous,  are  rounded  boulders  of  gray,  red,  and  fer% 
mginous  sandstone,  unlike  any  rock  found  here  in  situ,  and 
whose  presence  is  ascribed  to  some  mighty  action  of  nature  in 
times  far  remote,  by  which  they  had  been  drifted  and  deposited 
here.  The  hugeet  of  these  weather-beaten  boulders,  which  lay 
behind  the  Sickel's  house,  still  lives  in  memory  and  in  the  writ- 
ten romance  of  the  Child  of  the  Singing  Eock.* 

O'er  all  this  fair  domain  still  roams  the  haughfcy  Manhattan 
or  Wickquaskeek,  as  properly  called,  making  forest  and  waters 
alike  contribute  to  his  subsistence,  as  though  he  yet  held  rights 
in  the  soil,  notwithstanding  the  sale,  ten  years  previous,  to  the 
West  India  Company.  So  the  sachems  of  Mareckaweek,  or 
Brooklyn — a  fact  quite  remarkable  if  they  were  not  a  band  of 
the  Manhattans — claim  the  two  islands,  one  before  referred  to, 
lying  opposite  the  Otter-spoor  and  called  Tenkenas,  since  named 
Ward's  Island,  and  the  other  called  Minnahanonck,  now 
Blackwell's  Island.  But  cast  the  vision  across  the  intervening 
centuries,  and  it  strips  this  virgin  landscape  of  its  almost  be- 
witching charms ;  its  every  feature  changes  like  a  dissolving 
view,  and  the  congregated  homes  of  a  cultivated  people  engross 
these  several  tracts  of  many  hundred  broad  acres,  forming  one 
of  the  fairest  sections  of  our  great  metropolis  !  Gone  is  every 
memento  of  the  aborigine,  save  a  few  uncouth  names  or  un- 
earthed relics,  f  The  former,  as  applied  to  places  within  Har« 
lem,  we  have  endeavored  to  rescue,  because,  however  unintelligi- 
ble or  difficult  of  rendering  are  such  Indian  terms,  they  fU'e,  as 

♦  Tk£  Bachthf's  Ward,  or  the  Child  of  the  SiHgtHg  Rock  :  a  Legend  of 
Jfarlem,  was  began  in  the  New  York  Sun  of  Sept.  24,  i860,  and  extendi 
through  twenty-two  chapters.  It  was  written  by  Mr.  William  E.  Pabor, 
then  of  Harlem,  son  of  the  late  Alexander  Pabor,  whose  father,  Martin 
Pabor,  by  birth  a  Swiss,  came  to  this  country  via  Bordeaux  about  1803, 
and  died  at  Bloomingdale  May  lO,  18 16,  aged  48  years. 

f  A  deposit  of  Indian  arrowheads  was  found  at  Harlem  in  1855,  in  exca- 
vating for  a  cellar  on  avenue  A,  between  120th  and  121st  streets,  a  spot 
nearly  central  of  the  old  Bogert  or  Morris  Randell  farm,  and  on  the  ancient 
Otter-spoor.  Being  in  considerable  number,  of  various  sizes,  and  in  all  stages 
of  manufacture,  it  shows  that  here  had  been  the  red  man's  workshop,  where 
with  wondrous  patience  and  skill  he  chipped  out  those  little  implements,  of 
equal  use  to  him  in  peace  and  war .  They  were  made  of  a  buff -colored  flint, 
resembling  the  yellow  semi-opal  of  India,  but,  what  is  remarkable,  unlike  any 
scone  to  be  met  with  on  or  about  Manhattan  Island.  Some  of  these  arrow- 
beads,  obtained  by  him  at  the  time,  are  in  the  author's  cabinet. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


138  H1S20BT  OF  HARLEM. 

admitted,  usually  found  to  be  aptly  significant,  generally  de- 
^scriptive  of  the  locality,  or  of  some  signal  event  in  its  Indian 
legends.* 

Here,  lying  as  it  were  at  our  feet,  is  Muscoota — The  Flat- 
stretching  northward  from  the  elevation  we  occupy,  a  fine  level 
plain,  shut  in  westerly  by  bold  heights  dressed  in  the  primeval 
forest,  the  substratum  of  gray  gneiss,  like  artificial  grass-grown 
bulwarks,  bare  and  exposed  to  view  along  their  entire  face  ;  its 
eastern  limit  a  tiny  creek  that  glistens  in  the  sunlight  from  be- 
tween its  bushy  banks  as  a  thread  of  limpid  silver,  and  which 
meeting  at  flood  tide  the  flow  into  the  ravine  through  the 
heights,  or  the  "  Clove  of  the  Kil,"  as  afterward  called,  serves 
to  bisect  the  island  and  to  bear  the  canoes  of  the  natives  from 
the  Hellegat  to  the  Hudson.  Rejoicing  in  its  primitive  in- 
tegrity and  beauty,  no  farm  lines,  no  Harlem  Lane  or  Avenue 
St.  Nicholas  yet  intersect  it,  nor  ever  a  furrow  has  upturned  its 
deep,  rich  vegetable  mould,  though  partially  cleared,  and  tilled 
by  the  Indian  women  with  the  hoe,  in  their  rude  way,  for  rais- 
ing scanty  crops  of  maize,  pumpkins,  beans,  and  tobacco.  This 
inviting  spot  has  also  been  appropriated.  Its  repose  most  now 
be  broken  by  the  ring  of  woodman's  axe,  the  noise  of  saw  and 
hammer,  for  the  first  European  settlers  have  arrived,  to  rear 
their  isolated  dwelling.  Their  story  in  the  Old  World  has 
already  been  told,  and  will  now  be  continued,  with  its  check- 
ered experiences  in  the  New. 

*  Hon.  J.  Hammond  TrumbuU,  of  Hartford,  the  eminent  Indian  philolo- 
gist, in  a  letter  of  February  3,  1880,  with  which  he  has  had  the  kindness  to 
favor  me,  remarks  : 

"  Nothing  disguises  an  Indian  name  so  effectually  as  a  Dutch  pen  ;  and  few 
of  the  names  of  Northern  New  Jersey  or  Southern  New  York  are  easily  rec- 
ognized in  the  shape  they  come  to  us  in  the  Dutch  records  or  under  Dutch 
corruptions.  The  Indian  dialect  differed  very  slightly  from  that  of  Massa- 
chusetts or  Extern  Connecticut,  but  the  Dutch  spelling  transforms  them  to 
an  unknown  tongue,  and  it  is  only  by  comparison  of  all  the  various  ways  of 
writing  a  name,  and  by  a  careful  study  of  the  locality  to  which  it  is  appro- 
priated— and  probably  wrongfully  appropriated — that  one  can  guess  at  the 
original  sound,  and  so,  at  the  meaning." 
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1636-1640. 


SETTLEMENTS. 


UNDEE  most  flattering  anspices,  and  well  supplied  with 
needed  stores  and  house  and  farm  utensils,  including  arms 
and  ammunition^  Henry  and  Isaac  de  Forest  have  at  length  the 
satisfaction  of  treading  the  strange  country,  so  long  the  object 
of  mingled  hope  and  solicitude.  Equally  cheering  was  this  un- 
expected arrival  to  the  denizens  of  New  Amsterdam,  who  for 
some  months  had  seen  no  new  faces  from  fatherland  ;  their  iso- 
lation the  more  keenly  felt  since  the  departure  together,  August 
13th,  of  the  ship  King  David,  Captain  David  de  Vries,  and  a 
company's  ship,  the  Seven  Stars,  the  first  having  brought  a 
small  accession  to  the  settlers.*  The  merry  salvo  from  the  fort, 
the  grasp  of  welcome  which  greeted  the  new-comers,  only  be- 
tokened the  general  gladness  ;  while  to  the  old  Walloons,  who 
spake  but  broken  Dutch,  it  gave  an  opportunity,  not  often  en- 
joyed, for  free  inquiry  in  their  native  patois  about  friends  and 
events  in  Europe. 

It  did  not  take  long  to  fix  upon  a  location,  and  fully  inform 
themselves  of  the  nature  of  and  best  mode  of  doing  the  work  to 
be  entered  upon.  But  buildings  and  fences  were  to  be  erected, 
trees  felled,  and  the  land  prepared  to  receive  the  crop.  Having 
come  so  late  in  the  year  instead  of  in  the  spring,  the  usual  time 

♦  Jacob  Walings  van  Winckel.  from  Hoorn,  and  Peftr  Cttsar  Alberius, 
an  Italian,  from  Venice,  were  of  the  number,  and  we  believe  Ciars  Comelis%, 
who  certainly  came  out  this  year.  The  first  was  the  anc.  of  the  Van  Winkle 
family,  of  Bergen,  N.  J.,  the  second  of  those  of  Alburtis  and  Burtis.     From 

'  CLaes  Comelisz,  the  emigrant  of  1636,  two  well-known  families  have  sprung, 
viz.,  that  of  Wyckoff,  through  his  son  Pieter  Claessen  Wyckoff,  a  child  when 
his  father  came  over,  and  that  of  Van  Arsdalt^  his  dr.  Pietertie,  b.  here  in 

.  1640,  marrying  the  common  anc.  Simon  Jansen  van  Arsdalen. 
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for  sailing,  they  needed  to  be  diligent  in  order  to  accomplish  this 
preparatory  work  in  season  for  the  spring  planting.  Choosing  as 
his  future  home  the  rich  flats  at  Muscoota,  promising  to  rival  in 
productiveness  the  fertile  meadows  around  his  native  Leyden, 
aiwl,  as  memory  ran  backward,  perchance  recalling  his  father's 
description  of  the  old  home  in  Hainault,  the  plains,  skirted  on 
the  one  side  by  the  heights  of  Avesnes,  on  the  other  by  the  gen- 
tle Hepre,  Henry  de  Forest  at  onoe  obtained  from  director  Van 
Twiller  the  grant  of  Muscoota,  then  roughly  estimated  at  one 
hundred  morgen,  or  two  hundred  acres,  and  offering  no  impedi- 
ment to  its  immediate  occupation,  as  sometimes  occurred  where 
the  Indian  title  had  first  to  be  acquired.  Here,  as  the  weather 
favored,  De  Forest  and  his  assistants  began  their  toilsome  work. 

The  winter  had  scarcely  closed  when  their  hearts  were 
cheered  by  the  arrival  of  Dr.  La  Montague  and  his  family.  The 
voyage,  as  was  not  uncommon,  had  been  long  and  tedious,  occa- 
sioned by  their  taking  a  circuitous  course  by  way  of  the  Canary 
Islands,  in  order  to  reach  the  trade  winds.  They  introduced  a 
little  stranger,  Marie  Montague,  born  at  seaofF  the  Island  of  Ma- 
deira, January  26th,  1637,  and  called  after  its  grandmother  De 
Forest.*  Montague  was  a  welcome  and  valuable  addition  to  the 
colonists.  Beputed  skilful  in  his  profession,  he  so  soon  rose  in 
public  favor  that  Governor  Kieft,  on  his  arrival,  called  him  to  a 
seat  in  his  council,  and  which  appointment,  if  not  by  positive  in- 
structions from  the  directors,  met  with  their  approval. 

Winter  and  spring  had  not  passed  in  idleness,  as  is  manifest 
from  the  amount  of  work  which  had  been  accomplished  in  clear- 
ing land  and  getting  ready  for  the  season  of  planting.  A  farm- 
house was  being  built,  in  the  Dutch  rural  style,  haying  an  am- 
ple ground  floor  "  forty-two  feet  long  by  eighteen  feet  wide, 
with  two  doors."  The  roof  Avas  thatched,  and  as  a  protection 
against  the  Indians  the  house  was  surrounded  by  a  high  close 
fence  of  heavy  round  palisades  or  pickets.  The  inclosure, 
which  was  entered  by  a  well-secured  gate  or  gates,  was  ample  for 
out-buildings,  including  a  house  for  curing  tobacco  ;  this  article, 

*  This  date,  with  that  of  Montagne's  coining,  rests  upon  a  note  in  Holj(aU'*s 
Am.  Genealogy^  p.  H2,  the  orig^inal  authority  for  which  I  have  inquired  for  in 
vain,  but  I  see  no  reason  to  doubt  its  accuracy,  while  collateral  facts  arc  in 
harmony  with  it. 
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as  before  hinted,  intended  to  form  the  principal  crop,  one  to 
which  the  soil,  ^'  on  account  of  its  p^reat  fertility,  was  considered 
well  adapted,"  and  yielding  the  best  returns.  It  was  also  *^  well 
suited  to  prepare  the  land  for  other  agricultural  purposes." 
Fixed  in  their  new  home,  with  the  requisite  means  of  defence 
afforded  by  their  strong  stockade  and  four  guns  kept  ready  for 
use,  and  with  humble  trust  in  a  kind  Providence,  who  had 
hitherto  so  favored  them,  the  De  Forests,  with  their  helpers 
Tobias  and  Willem,  addressed  themselves  industriously  to  the 
work  of  tilling  the  virgin  soil.  With  no  neighbors  but  the  rov- 
ing Indians,  those  who  had  been  reared  amid  the  activities  of  a 
great  city,  with  its  busy,  crowded  marts,  must  have  been 
strangely  impi*essed  by  this  scene  of  wild  solitude  and  this  lone 
isolation.  The  dusky  savage,  whose  trail  lay  near  them,  leading 
from  the  forests  of  Wickquaskeek  to  New  Amsterdam,  as  he 
passed  to  and  fro  on  his  trading  errands  and  eyed  with  ill-dis- 
guised suspicion  this  inroad  upon  his  ancient  hunting-grounds, 
must  doubtless  have  excited,  by  his  uncouth  dress  and  demeanor, 
his  very  coyness,  a  corresponding  suspicion  and  dread  in  the 
minds  of  the  toilers.*  And  when  weariness  invited  repose,  per- 
chance sweet  dreams  of  honie  and  kindred  ;  how  oft  were  these 
disturbed  by  the  dismal  howl  of  the  wolf  or  the  terrifying 
scream  of  the  panther  suddenly  breaking  the  death-like  stillness 
of  the  night ! 

However,  Jonkheer  van  Curler  now  set  about  improving  his 
fine  tract  of  two  hundred  acres,  called  the  Otter-spoor,  lying  next 
to  De  Forest's  plantation  ;  but,  to  describe  it  in  terms  now  famil- 
iar, situated  north  of  the  Mill  Creek,  at  108th  Street,  and  ex- 
tending from  Harlem  River  to  near  Fifth  Avenue.     He  erected 

•  *'  The  Indians  about  here/'  says  Capt.  David  de  Vries,  who  had  bcea 
a  g^reat  deal  among  the  Wickquaskeeks  and  other  tribes  living  around  New 
Amsterdam,  *'  are  tolerably  stout,  have  black  hair,  with  a  long  lock  which  they 
let  hang  on  one  side  of  the  head.  The  hair  is  shorn  on  the  top  of  the  head 
like  a  cock's  comb.  Their  clothing  is  a  coat  of  beaver  skins  over  the  body, 
with  the  fur  inside  in  winter  and  outside  in  summer  ;  they  have  also  some- 
times a  bear's  skin,  or  a  coat  made  of  the  furs  of  wild  cats  or  raccoons. 
They  also  wear  coats  of  turkey  feathers,  which  they  know  how  to  put  to- 
l^ether ;  but  since  our  Netherianders  have  traded  here,  they  barter  their 
beavers  for  duffels-cloth,  which  they  find  more  suitable  than  the  beavers,  and 
better  for  the  rain.  Their  pride  is  to  paint  their  faces  hideously  with  red  or 
black  lead,  so  that  they  look  like  fiends.  Then  are  they  valiant ;  yea,  they 
say  they  are  Manetto^}ht  devil  himself." 
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'^  a  dwelling-house  and  out  buildings/'  and  procured  all  things 
necessary  for  a  well-regulated  plantation — domestic  animals  and 
farming  tools,  with  the  no  less  needful  ^^  boat  and  fixtures"  for 
passing  to  and  from  New  Amsterdam.  Van  Twiller  also  built 
upon  the  larger  island,  opposite  the  Otter-spoor,  the  Indian 
Tenken(is^  now  called  Ward's  Island,  and  put  there  some  choice 
Holland  stock,  all  in  charge  of  Barent  Jansen  Blom,  a  stalwart 
Dane,  as  his  overseer  or  farmer  ;  after  which,  on  July  16th, 
1637,  the  director  purchased  the  Indian  title  to  this  island,  and 
also  the  lesser  one  "lying  westward,"  called  Minnahatwnck 
(Blackwell's  Island),  from  the  sachems,  Heyseys  and  Numers, 
who  took  in  payment  "certain  parcels  of  goods."  From  Ba- 
rent Blom,  whose  huge  proportions  had  gained  him  the  nick- 
name of  "  Groot  Barent,"  the  island  whereon  he  lived  received 
the  name  of  Great  Barent's  Island.  Years  later,  when  Blom 
had  removed  to  Brooklyn  and  Van  Twiller  been  dispossessed  by 
the  government,  the  term  groot,  or  great,  losing  its  proper  refer- 
ence to  Barent,  was  applied  to  the  island  itself,  to  distinguish  it 
from  the  smaller  one  adjacent  (uow  Randell's  Island),  which  lat- 
ter from  mere  proximity  was  called  Little  Barent's  Island  !  * 

*  Barent  Jansen  Blom, whose  desc.  write  their  name  Bloom^  was  b.  in  i6ii, 
at  Ockholm,  a  town  of  Sleswick  in  Denmark.  After  quitting  Van  Twiller*s 
service  he  settled  in  Brooklyn,  bought  in  1652  a  farm  near  the  Wallabout,  and 
there  lived  till  his  d.,  June  5, 1665,  caused  by  a  stab  in  Uie  side  given  him 
by  Albert  Com.  Wantenaer,  and  at  once  fatal.  As  Albert  set  up  the  plea  of 
self-defense,  the  Court, of  Assize,  at  his  trial  Oct.  2,  convicted  him  only  of 
manslaughter.  He  *'  was  then  and  there  burnt  in  the  hand,  according  to 
law  ;*'  the  further  penalties,  which  were  the  loss  of  his  property  and  a  year's 
imprisonment,  being  remitted  by  the  governor. 

By  his  wife,  Styntie  Pieters,  whom  he  m.  in  1641,  Barent  left  two  sons,  Jan, 
b.  1644,  and  Ciaes,  b.  1650.  His  dr.  Engeltie,  b.  1652,  m.  Adam  Vrooman, 
of  Schenectady,  and  another  dr.,  named  Tytie,  b.  1654.  m.  Lambert  Jansen, 
van  Dyck.  Jan  Barentsen  Blom  became  a  farmer  in  Flatbush,  m.  Mary, 
dr.  of  Simon  Hansen,  and  had  xssut  Barent,  of  Flushing,  (d.  ab.  1735.  having 
by  w.  Femmetie,  sons  Garret,  b.  1695,  John,  1697,  Abraham,  1703,  George, 
1706,  and  Isaac,  1709) ;  Simon^  of  Jamaica  (d.  1722,  having  by  w.  Gertrude, 
sons  John,  b.  1706,  Isaac,  1708,  Bernardus,  17T0,  Abrat^m,  1713,  Jacob, 
1715,  and  George,  1716,  of  whom  Bernardus,  of  Newtown,  blacksmith,  1731- 
'84,  was  fa.  of  Simon  and  gd-fa.  of  Capt.  Bernardus  Bloom,  see  Annals  of 
Newtown),  and  George,  of  Flatbush,  who  d.  without  ch.  ab.  1737.  Class 
Barentse  Blom  m.  1685,  Elizabeth,  dr.  of  Paulus  Dericksen  and  wid.  of 
Paulus  Michielse  Vandervoort.  He  remained  in  his  native  town,  Brooklyn, 
and  was  still  living  in  1737.  He  had  several  chn.,  of  whom  was  Batent,  of 
Bedford,  also  JannetU,  who  m.  Jacobus  Lefferts  and  Peter  Luyster,  the  first 
the  gd-fa.  of  the  late  Judge  Leffert  Lefiferts,  of  Brooklyn.  Barent  of  Bed- 
ford, whose  w.  was  also  named  Femmetie,  d.  in  1756,  having  chn.  Nicholas. 
Jacob,  Phebe,  Elizabeth,  Jane,  Barbara,  and  Maria.     Nicholas  d.  at  Bedford 
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Illusory  is  the  dream  of  worldly  aggrandizement ;  how  often, 
alas,  the  fondest  hope  of  the  heart  only  buds  to  be  blighted  ! 
Such  was  a  frequent  experience  of  our  early  colonists.  Sud- 
denly a  gloom  black  as  night  overshadowed  that  lone  dwelling 
on  the  plain  ;  death  had  reaped  the  first  harvest.  **  Henry  de 
Forest  died  on  the  26th  July,  A**  1637.''  Painfully  brief  the 
record.  Had  exposure  in  a  new  and  variable  climate  proved  too 
much  for  one  reared  amid  the  comforts  and  protecting  influ- 
ences of  a  city  ;  or  had  the  over-zealous  toiler  suddenly  fallen 
under  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day  ?  Was  it  due  to  disease  on 
violence  ?  Vain  are  all  surmises.  We  only  know  that,  far  from 
his  native  land,  from  the  endeared  forms  and  scenes  of  other 
days,  saving  the  presence  of  some  he  most  loved,  the  first  Euro- 
pean settler  on  these  Flats  met  his  fate  !  He  was  borne  to  his 
last  resting-place — doubtless  at  New  Amsterdam — with  fitting 
tokens  of  respect,  and  the  sympathizing  pastor  Bogardus,  who 
but  six  months  agonehad  greeted  and  welcomed  him  on  his  arri- 
val, performed  the  last  sad  ritual,  presenting  each  pall-bearer  a 
silver  spoon  as  a  memento  of  the  departed.  These  tokens  were 
furnished  the  domine  by  direction  of  Dr.  Montague,  and  at  his 
own  cost.  Then — it  was  the  approved  custom — when  the  as- 
sembled burghers  had  gravely  lit  their  pipes  and  spent  some 
honest  regrets,  over  their  wine  and  beer,  at  the  untimely  exit  of 
one  thus  snatched  away  at  the  manly  age  of  thirty-one  years,  the 
scene  closed  over  Henry  de  Forest. 

As  De  Forest  was  childless,  his  estate  fell  to  the  widow  and 
next  of  kin.  Dr.  Montagne  took  charge  of  the  plantation,  and 
saw  the  ripening  crops  properly  harvested.  He  also  finished  the 
house  and  bam,  till  which  he  boarded  at  the  house  of  Van 

lb.  17S2,  leaving  Jacob  and  Mattie.  Consult  Bloom  wills,  Surrogate's 
office.  New  York.  For  other  facts  touching  this  lineage  we  refer  with 
pleasure  to  the  Bergen  Genealop^  in  its  new  and  improved  form,  a  perfect 
thesaurus  of  our  Duteh  family  history,  yet,  to  our  regret,  must  take  issue  with 
it  upon  the  Bloom  ancestry. 

Frederick  Arents  Bloem,  anc.  of  the  Bloom  family  of  New  York  City, 
disUnct  from  the  former,  was  from  Swarte  Sluis,  between  ZwoUe  and  Meppel, 
in  Overyssel,  and  came  over  via  Amsterdam  ia  1654,  with  and  under  en- 
Ragement  to  Laurens  Andriesz  van  Boskerk^  turner,  and  common  anc.  of  the 
V^an  Buskirk  family.  Bloom,  also  a  turner,  and  hence  often  called  '*  De 
Drayer/'  m.  at  New  Amsterdam,  in  1656,  Grietie  Pieters,  from  Breda  ;  issue 
nine  chn.,  four  being  sons,  viz.,  Arent,  b.  1657,  Pieter,  1661,  Johannes,  1671, 
and  Jacob,  1676,  of  whom  at  least  the  first  and  last  m.  and  had  chn. 
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Curler.  An  account  of  his  expenses  while  in  charge  of  the 
farm  affords  ns  a  bill  of  fare  which  might  challenge  the  luxuries 
of  a  European  table.  Items  **  powder,  shot,  and  balls"  sug- 
gest not  only  a  care  for  their  personal  security,  but  as  well  the 
means  of  supplying  their  larder  with  savory  venison,  deer  being 
so  plentiful  in  the  island  as  often  to  stroll  within  gun-shot  of 
the  farm-house.  Besides  a  variety  of  game,  with  fish,  and 
"  salted  eels,"  pea  soup,  wheat  and  rye  bread,  butter,  eggs,  and 
poultry,  they  adopted  the  wholesome  native  dish  called  sapaan, 
a  mush  made  of  Indian  com. 

The  year  following,  Andries  Hudde,  an  ex-member  of  Van 
Twiller's  council,  won  the  heart  and  hand  of  the  young  widow 
De  Forest,  and  they  were  married.  Preparing  to  visit  Holland 
with  his  bride,  Hudde  engaged  Hans  Hansen,  from  Bergen  in 
Norway,  by  trade  a  shipwright,  but  with  some  knowledge  of 
farming,  and  who  during  eleven  years'  residence  had  "  borne  a 
respectable  character,"  to  cultivate  tobacco,  upon  shares,  on 
the  De  Forest  farm,  Hudde  pledging  to  send  him  six  or  eight 
farm  laborers,  with  suitable  tools,  "  by  the  first  opportunity  of 
any  vessel  leaving  a  port  of  Holland."  Lastly,  prior  to  leaving, 
Hudde  made  good  his  title  by  a  "  groundbrief,"  or  patent,  from 
Director  Kieft,  dated  July  20th,  1U38,  none  having  been  taken 
out  before  ;  in  fact,  no  such  deeds  had  yet  been  issued  to  any  of 
the  settlers.  Only  on  June  24th  preceding  had  the  governor  and 
council,  upon  a  petition  from  "  the  free  people,"  resolved  to 
give  titles  for  the  farms  in  course  of  improvement.  This  con- 
veyance to  Hudde,  here  given  entire,  is  the  earliest  of  its  kind 
laiown  relating  to  Harlem  lands,  if  not  the  very  first,  in  point 
of  date,  issued  by  the  government 

We,  the  Director  and  Council  of  New  Nbtherland,  residing  on 
the  Island  of  Manhatas  and  in  Fort  Amsterdam,  under  the  authority 
of  the  High  and  Mighty  Lords,  the  States  General  of  the  Unitkd 
Netherlands,  and  the  General  Incorporated  West  India  Company, 
at  their  Chambers  at  Amsterdam  ;  By  these  presents  do  publish  and 
declare,  that  pursuant  to  the  Liberties  and  Exemptions  allowed  on  the  7th 
day  of  June  a.d.  1629,  to  Lords  Patroons,  of  a  lawful,  real,  and  free 
proprietorship  ;  We  have  granted,  transported,  ceded,  given  over  and 
conveyed  ;  and  by  these  presents  We  do  grant,  give  over  and  convey,  to 
and  for  the  behoof  of  Andries  Hudde,  a  piece  of  land  containing  one 
hundred  morgen,  situated  on  the  North  East  end  of  the  Island  of  ManhatoBy 
lehind  Curler^ s  land ;  on  condition  that  he  and  his  successors  shall  ac- 
knowledge their  High  Mightinesses,  the  Managers  aforesaid,  as  their  Sov- 
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erdgn  Lords  and  Patroons,  and  tihaJl  render  at  theendqften  years  after  the 
actual  settlement  and  cultivation  of  the  land,  the  just  tenth  part  of  tlie 
produets  with  which  Ood  may  Ness  the  soil,  and  from  this  time  forth  annu- 
o^yfor  the.  House  and  Lot,  deliver  a  pair  of  capons  to  the  Director  for  the 
Holidays;  constituting  and  substituting  the  aforesaid  Hudde  in  our  stead 
and  state,  the  real  and  actual  possessor  thereof,  and  at  the  same  time 
giving  to  him  or  to  his  successors  full  and  irrevocable  might,  authority 
and  special  license,  tanquam  actor  et  procurator  in  rem  suam  ac  propriam^ 
the  aforesaid  land  to  enter,  peaceably  to  possess,  inhabit,  cultivate,  oc- 
cnny  and  use,  and  also  therewith  and  thereof  to  do,  bargain  and  dispose, 
in  like  manner  as  he  might  do  with  his  own  lands  honestly  and  lawfully 
obtained,  without  they  the  grantors,  in  their  said  quality,  thereto  having, 
reserving,  or  saving  in  the  least,  any  part,  action,  or  ownership,  other 
than  heretofore  specified  :  Now  and  forever,  finally  desisting,  abstaining, 
withdrawing  and  renouncing,  by  these  presents ;  promising  moreover, 
this  their  transport,  and  what  may  be  done  by  virtue  thereof,  firmly,  in- 
violably and  irrevocably  to  maintain,  fulfil  and  execute,  as  in  equity  they 
are  bound  to  ;  in  all  good  faith,  without  fraud  or  deceit.  In  Witness 
wherL*of,  these  presents  are  confirmed  with  our  usual  signature  and  with 
our  Seal.     Done  in  Fort  Amsterdam  the  20th  of  July,  1C88. 

WiLLEM  KlEFT,  Dr. 

All  their  arrangements  made^  including  authority  to  Do.  Bo- 
gardus  to  administer  the  De  Forest  estate  in  their  absence, 
Hudde  and  his  Gertrude  sailed  for  Holland,  we  believe  in  the 
company's  ship  the  Herring,  of  twenty  guns,  which  had  brought 
out  Director  Kieft.  Naturally  after  a  nine  years'  absence, 
Hudde  longed  to  see  his  native  city  Amsterdam  and  his  wid- 
owed mother,  Aeltie  Schinckels  ;  his  father,  Rutgcr  Hudde,  was 
dead.  Besides  the  business  of  his  wife's  estate,  certain  sums  due 
him  from  his  guardians  at  Amsterdam  and  deposited  in  the  Or- 
phan Chamber  required  to  be  looked  after,  as  well  as  moneys 
coming  from  his  deceased  brother,  Claes  Hudde,  dnd  a  legacy  at 
Campen,  left  him  by  his  old  aunt  Seurbeeck,  who  had  lately 
died  ;  amounting  in  all  to  nearly  8000  fl.  ! 

Since  Montague  took  charge  of  the  plantation  he  had  ex- 
pended over  a  thousand  guilders,  in  paying  claims  against  it,  in 
completing  the  improvements,  and  for  current  expenses,  as  per 
his  statement  rendered  to  Do.  Bogardus  July  23d,  and  which  had 
been  approved  and  taken  to  Holland.  Wishing  a  settlement, 
he  petitioned  the  council,  September  16th,  that  Bogardus  as  ad- 
ministrator be  required  to  assume  the  care  of  the  farm  and  re- 
fund him  the  amount  which  he  had  advanced  upon  account  of 
it.  As  Bogardus  was  not  prepared  to  do  this  except  by  a  sale  of 
the  property,  the  court  at  their  next  meeting  thought  best  and  so 
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decreed,  that  the  plantation  should  be  put  up  at  public  vendue  in 
Port  Amsterdam,  October  7th,  "  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow," 
and  that  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  Bogardus  should  pay  Mon- 
tague "  such  moneys  as  he  hath  disbursed  for  the  improvement  of 
thebouwery."  The  sale  taking  place,  the  farm,  with  its  fixtures, 
was  struck  off  to  Montague  for  the  sum  of  1700  gl.  Included  were 
portions  of  the  recent  crops  of  tobacco  and  grain,  two  milch 
cows  and  other  cattle,  two  goats,  domestic  fowls,  farming  tools, 
and  a  **  wey  schuyt"  or  boat  used  by  the  farmers  to  bring  salt 
hay  from  their  meadow. 

But  Montague  had  now  to  meet  a  new  vexation,  for  no  sooner 
had  the  farm  changed  ownere  than  Tobias  and  Willem,  refusing 
to  work,  api^lied  to  the  council,  October  14th,  to  be  released 
from  their  engagement,  "  as  they  were  not  hired  by  the  defend- 
ant but  by  his  uncle/'  Montague,  however,  "produces  the 
contracts  made  between  the  plaintiffs  and  Gerard  de  Forest, 
from  which  it  clearly  appears  that  the  plaintiffs  are  bound  to 
serve  said  De  Forest  or  his  agent  for  three  successive  years  after 
their  arrival  in  New  Netherland,  and  the  defendant  further  ex- 
hibiting power  and  authority  from  the  said  De  Forest  to  era- 
ploy  the  plaintiffs  in  his  service  till  the  expiration  of  their 
bouuden  time  ;  all  this  being  considered,  the  plaintiffs  are  con- 
demned to  serve  out  their  term  with  La  Montague  without  fur- 
ther objection,  he  promising  to  pay  them  the  wages  which  shall 
be  due  them  at  the  expiration  of  the  said  term."  The  secret  of 
the  dissatisfaction  with  Tobias,  and  which  had  caused  him  to 
vent  a  little  Dutch  spleen  against  his  employer,  would  appear  in 
his  complaint  to  others  that  he  had  been  stinted  in  his  allow- 
ance of  meat  at  Montague's  house.  But  when  put  to  the  proof 
of  this  also  before  the  court,  he  confessed  to  having  wronged 
Montague  in  what  he  had  said,  admitting  "  that  he  had  his 
share  of  the  beef  as  well  as  the  plaintiff.''  Thus  this  trouble 
ended. 

Jonkheer  Van  Curler,  constantly  in  the  public  service,  and 
now  engrossed  with  the  duties  of  inspector  of  merchandise  under 
the  new  director,  found  it  expedient.  May  18th,  1638,  to  lease 
the  Otter-spoor  farm,  which  he  had  improved  at  great  expense^ 
to  Claes  Cornelissen  Swits,  for  a  term  of  three  years,  the  lessee 
engaging  to  employ  a  good  plowman,  and  Van  Curler  an  active 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


HI8T0RY  OF  HARLEM,  147 

boy  to  assist  him.  The  rent  was  to  be  paid  in  produce,  and  the 
laud,  when  vacated,  to  be  left  well  sowed.  But  some  months 
later  the  Otter-spoor  changed  owners,  Cornelis  van  Tienhoven, 
provincial  secretary,  becoming  its  purchaser,  "  at  the  request 
and  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Coenraet  van  Keulen,  merchant,  residing 
in  Amsterdam,^*  for  the  sum  of  2900  gl.  The  Van  Keu- 
lens  of  that  city  were  much  interested  in  New  Netherland,  one 
of  them,  Matthys  van  Keulen,  being  a  principal  partner  director 
of  the  West  India  Company  in  the  Amsterdam  Chamber.  Coen- 
raet, a  kinsman  of  Matthys,  we  presume,  with  his  friend  Elias 
de  fiaet,  also  a  prominent  director  of  the  company,  and  who  had 
befriended  Kieft  in  getting  the  directorship  here,  both  invested 
in  lands  on  Manhattan  Island,  and  subsequently  Kieft  became 
their  agent  to  manage  this  property,  including  the  Otter-spoor 
after  Van  Tienhoven's  charge  of  it  ceased.  On  January  25th, 
1639,  Van  Tienhoven  gave  a  new  lease  to  Swits,  and  with  him 
as  a  partner,  Jan  Claessen  Alteras,  late  planter  on  Verken,  or 
Btackveirs  Island.  Two  span  of  horses,  three  cows,  farming 
utensils,  and  *^  twelve  schepels  of  grain  in  the  ground"  were  in- 
cluded in  the  lease,  which  now  was  to  run  for  six  years,  the 
rent  payable  in  live  stock  and  butter  and  ^*  one  eighth  of  all  tha 
grain  with  which  God  shall  bless  the  field. '^ 

Claes  Comelissen  Swits'  earlier  history  is  little  known.  Cap- 
tain de  Vries,  in  noting  the  circumstances  of  his  death,  styles 
him  a  Duyts^man,  by  which  term  the  Hollanders  of  that  day 
meant  a  German,  B.ut  his  true  nationality  is  clearly  indicated 
by  the  adjunct  to  his  name,  which  when  used  is  commonly 
written  Switz  or  Switzer,  and  so  we  may  accept  the  tradition 
held  by  his  descendants  that  he  was  a  Swiss.  He  and  his  family 
had  sojourned  in  the  Island  of  Schouwen,  and  thence  came  to 
Amsterdam,  boarding  with  other  Germans  at  Peter  de  Winter's 
inn  before  embarking  for  this  country.  He  had  been  here  now 
some  five  years,  being  advanced  in  life,  and  on  a  chosen  spot  at 
Turtle  Bay,  on  the  East  Kiver,  "  had  built  a  small  house  and 
set  up  the  trade  of  a  wheelwright."  With  a  still  vigorous  man- 
hood, some  education  and  means,  and  a  fair  business  tact,  Claes 
Rademaakcr,  or  Claes  the  Wheelmaker,  as  from  his  occupation 
he  was  familiarly  called,  proved  "  a  very  useful  man,"  given  to 
enterprises  outside  of  his  regular  calling,  assisted  probably  by 
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his  sons  Cornelis  and  Adrian,  as  he  was  hy  Alteras  ab  the  Otter- 
spoor.  All  this  made  his  tragic  death  some  years  later  the  more 
regretted.  He  was  killed  by  an  Indian,  and,  strangely  enongh, 
his  son  Cornelis,  from  whom  the  present  Swits  family  are  de- 
scended, met  with  a  similar  fate  at  Harlem,  as  will  be  further 
noticed. 

Van  Tienhoven  had  obtained  his  deed  for  the  Otter-spoor  from 
Jacobus  van  Curler  *  only  the  previous  May,  and  having  now 
**  been  fully  satisfied  and  paid*'  by  Van  Keulen  of  Amsterdam, 
he  executed  a  conveyance  to  the  latter  for  that  valuable  property, 
August  22d,  1639,  subject  only  to  the  lease  to  Swite.  From  its 
new  owner  this  large  section  became  known  in  all  the  subse- 
quent history  of  the  town  as  Vak  Keulen's  Hook. 

A  most  valuable  accession  was  now  made  to  the  settlers,  re- 
sulting from  the  more  liberal  measures  recently  adopted  by  the 
States  General  and  the  West  India  Company  to  promote  coloni- 
zation to  New  Netherland.  Captain  Jochiem  Pietersen  Kuyter, 
a  Danish  gentleman,  bom  in  the  district  of  Ditmarsen  in  Hol- 
stein,  and  liberally  educated,  had  arisen  to  position,  having  held 
a  command  in  the  East  Indies  under  commission  of  King 
Christian  IV.  He  was  now  in  his  prime,  forty-two  years  of  age, 
and  had  acquired  considerable  means.  Resolving  to  come  to 
this  country,  he  made  his  plans  known  to  the  directors  of  the 
company  at  Amsterdam,  who  showed  him  marked  attention,  not 
only  giving  him  every  assurance,  but  instructing  Director  Kieft 
to  afford  him  all  needed  facilities,  in  order  the  better  to  encour- 
age others.  Engaging  the  Fire  of  Troy,  a  private  armed  ves- 
sel at  Hoom,  he  shipped  "  a  large  cargo  of  cattle,'*  perhaps  of 

•  Jacobus  van  Curler  remained  many  years  in  this  country.  He  took 
an  active  part,  in  1657.  in  the  settlement  of  New  Utrecht,  where  he  built  one 
of  the  first  houses,  and  served  as  town  clerk  and  magistrate.  At  the  age  of 
sixty  years  he  returned  to  Holland,  sailing  from  New  York  May  29,  1669,  in 
the  ship  Duke  of  York. 

On  losing  his  first  wife,  Adriana.  Van  Curler  had  m.  in  1652  a  worthy  but 
much-injured  maiden.  Lysbet  van  Hoogvelt,  whom  the  false-hearted  Van 
Tienhoven,  when  in  Amsterdam  in  1650.  had  cruelly  deceived  by  a  promise 
of  m.,  and  induced  to  accompany  him  to  this  country,  though  he  had  aw.  and 
chn.  living  here.  Exposing  him  publicly  in  court,  Lysbet  found  great  sym. 
pathy,  and  Tienhoven's  baseness  being  proved  by  testimony  sent  for  to 
Holland,  it  came  near  going  hard  with  him,  but  he  escaped  punishment  only 
to  become  a  few  years  later  a  public  swindler,  a  fugitive  from  justice,  and,  as 
was  believed,  a  suicide  ! 
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the  fine  breed  for  which  his  native  Ditmarsen  was  famous,  and 
sailed  for  New  Netherland,  accompanied  by  his  friend  and  coun- 
tryman, Seignior  Jonas  Bronck.  Each  wag  attended  by  his 
family  and  a  number  of  farmers  or  herdsmen,  and  with  them 
came  several  laborers  sent  out  by  Andries  Hudde,  from  which 
person,  it  is  highly  probable,  Kuyter  had  received  such  informa- 
tion respecting  the  grazing  lands  upon  Manhattan  Island  as 
served  to  direct  him  in  his  choice  of  location.  Early  in  July, 
1639,  the  ship,  with  its  valuable  cargo,  reached  New  Amster- 
dam, where  its  arrival  was  hailed  as  a  great  public  good.'*'  In 
the  joy  of  his  honest  heart.  Captain  de  Vries,  who  returned  to 
Manhattan  on  July  16th,  but  a  few  days  after  Kuyter  had  ar- 
rived, wrote  in  his  journal,  "  It  were  to  be  wished  that  one  to 
three  hundred  such  families,  with  laborers,  had  come,  for  then 
this  would  soon  be  made  a  prosperous  country." 

So  warmly  commended  to  the  favor  of  Kieft,  Kuyter  immedi- 
ately obtained  from  him  a  grant  of  that  extensive  and  bedutif ul 
tract  before  noticed,  called  Sclwrakin.  On  these  rich  lands  was 
found  ample  pasturage  for  his  stock,  and  here  Kuyter  built  his 
thatch-roofed  dwelling  and  out-buildings,  inclosing  the  whole 
with  a  high  palisade  fence,  with  proper  gates.  In  due  time 
fruit-trees  and  various  improvements  adorned  his  home.  This 
plantation,  which  embraced  about  four  hundred  acres,  may  now 
be  located  in  general  terms  as  that  section  of  Harlem  bordering 
on  the  Harlem  River  north  of  what  composed  the  old  village 
lots,  and  referred  to  in  title  deeds,  even  till  a  modem  date,  as 
JocHEM  Pietersen's  Flat  ;  though  Kuyter,  in  the  gratitude 
of  his  pious  heart,  named  it  Zegendal,  or  Vale  of  Blessing, 

Montague  had  chosen  for  his  bouwery — its  air  of  sweet  repose 
so  in  contrast  with  the  turbulent  scenes  of  his  early  life — the 
name  Vredendal,  or  Quiet  Dale.  Alas,  he  was  to  realize  but  lit* 
tie  of  the  happiness  which  he  anticipated  in  its  possession  and 
use  !  Tobias  and  Willem,  his  two  farmers,  having  served  out  their 
time,  were  now  to  leave  him,  the  former  to  occupy  a  bouwery 
near  Papparinamin.  A  question  arising  as  to  some  extra  pay 
duo  them,  under  an  agreement  made  before  Montague  came, 

♦  De  Vries,  in  the  journal  of  his  voyages,  places  Kuyter's  arrival  under 
y^mi^  but  it  is  shown  by  other  data  that  the  journal  is  here  at  fault  as  regards 
the  month. 
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and  to  which  Jacob  Stoffelsen  was  privy,  he  being  at  khat  time 
^'  werkbaas'^  over  the  company's  negroes,  who  usually  assisted  in 
the  heavy  work  qji  new  bouweries,  such  as  cutting  palisades, 
clearing  the  land,  etc.,  Stoffelsen  testified  "that  in  the  year 
1636  Henry  de  Forest  promised  to  pay  the  said  persons  twenty 
florins  annually  for  their  improvements. "  Parties  came  to  a  set- 
tlement March  5th,  1640,  when  Teunissen  and  Bont  gave  a  re- 
ceipt in  full,  acknowledging  themselves  to  have  been  well 
treated  and  paid  to  their  satisfaction  by  Mr.  La  Montagne  dur- 
ing and  for  their  three  years'  service  on  the  farm  Vredendal. 

After  a  year's  absence  Mr.  and  Mrs..  Hudde  returned  to  New 
Netherland,  apparently  in  the  Herring,  which  arrived  here  again 
July  7th,  1639,  bringing  goods  and  supplies  purchased  by  Hudde 
in  Amsterdam,  where  before  sailing  he  had  been  obliged  to 
borrow  two  hundred  carolus  guilders  from  Mr.  Jonas  Bronck,^ 
to  be  paid  when  they  should  arrive  in  New  Netherland.  But 
Hudde  now  leanied  of  the  sale  of  the  farm  Vredendal  and  the 
defeat  of  his  plans  as  a  tobacco-planter.  Some  questions  arose, 
as  was  natural,  and  for  a  full  year  the  legal  transfer  of  the  prop- 
erty from  Hudde  to  Montagne  was  delayed,  though  the  latter 
had  made  the  former  a  payment  upon  it  of  200  gl.  July  18th, 
soon  after  he  arrived  from  Holland.  But  the  parties  finally 
came  to  terms  July  12th,  1640,  and  on  August  28th  ensuing 
Dr.  Montagne  received  his  deed.* 

This  plantation  and  those  at  Zegendal,  the  Otter-spoor,  and 
Great  Barent's  Island  were  the  only  places  yet  occupied  in  this 
vicmity,  with  one  exception.  When  Kuyter  set  him  down  at 
Schorakin,  his  friend  Bronck  locaied  at  Hanachqua,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Great  Kill,  directly  opposite  to  Kuyter's  land. 
Bronck  was  of  a  family  long  distinguished  in  Sweden,  though 


*  Andries  Hudde,  as  before  said,  was  the  son  of  Rntger  Hudde  of 
Amsterdam/ and  was  b,  in  i6o8.  He  arrived  in  New  Netherland  in  1629, 
and  in  1633  became  a  permanent  member  of  Van  Twiller's  council ;  in  16^ 
was  appointed  the  public  surveyor,  and  in  1644  was  sent  as  chief  commissary 
to  the  Delaware,  where  he  subsequently  held  other  offices,  and  also  officiated 
as  voorUser  in  the  church,  under  the  ministry  of  Do.  Lock.  Here  he  lost 
his  w.,  she  that  had  been  Mrs.  De  Forest,  but  he  m.  again  in  1657.  Dis- 
missed at  his  own  request  from  the  public  service,  he  left  for  Maryand,  in- 
tending to  set  up  a  brewery  there,  but  d.  at  Appoquinimy  Nov.  4,  1663.  On 
April  19,  1667,  Isaac  de  Forest,  "  representing  Andries  Hudde,  deceased," 
sold  his  house  and  lot  on  the  Heere-weg. 
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probably  himself  from  Copenhagen,  where  some  of  his  kindred 
lived.  He  had  last  resided  at  Amsterdam,  and  had  there  mar- 
ried his  wife,  Antonia,  daughter  of  Juriaen  Slagboom.  His  in- 
terviews  there  with  Hudde  and  Kuyter  upon  the  subject  of 
New  Netherland  having  quickened  if  they  did  not  originate 
his  pnrpose  to  emigrate,  he  at  once  applied  his  ample  means  to 
securing  a-  pr<^r  outfit,  and  with  his  family,  farmers,  female 
servants,  and  cattle,  arrived  hero  in  the  Fire  of  Troy,  as  before 
stated.  Immediately,  with  consent  of  the  government,  he  pur- 
chased from  the  Indian  sachem  Tackamack  and  his  associates 
the  large  tract  of  land  called  by  them  Ranachqua,  lying  between 
the  Great  Kill  and  the  river  Ah-qna-hung,  now  the  BronXy  com- 
prising over  five  hundred  acres,  and  since  included  in  the  Manor 
of  Morrisania.  Here  Bronck  began  at  once  to  make  substantial 
improvements,  including  "  a  stone  house,  covered  with  tiles,  a 
bam,  tobacco  house,  two  barricks,"  etc.  Pieter  Andriesen  and 
Laurens  Duyts  also  leased  portions  of  his  land,  July  21st,  1639, 
for  three  years,  for  raising  tobacco  and  maize,  from  the  proceeds 
of  which  they  were  to  reimburse  Bronck  for  their  passage-money 
in  the  Fire  of  Troy,  which  he  had  paid.  Upon  the  same  *'  stip- 
ulations," Cornelis  Jacobsen  Stille  (later  of  Harlem)  and  his 
brother  Jan  took,  August  15th,  part  of  Bronck's  land,  with  a 
good  dwelling  and  some  stock,  for  six  years.  With  his  house 
neatly  if  not  richly  furnished  for  those  times,  and  his  vrouw  pro- 
nounced "  a  good  housekeeper,''  Bronck  was  pleasantly  situ- 
ated. 

North  of  Bronck's  land,  only  separated  from  it  by  the  kill 
Mannepies  (the  Indian  name  of  CromweH's  Creek)  was  the 
hilly  tract  or  district  of  Kaxkeek^  "  lying  over  against  the  flats 
of  the  Island  of  Manhatas,  extending  in  its  length  along  the 
kill''  from  "  opposite  the  high  hill  of  the  flat  land"  till  it 
reached  "  the  source  of  the  said  kill."  On  August  3d,  1639, 
jnst  about  the  time  of  Bronck's*  purchase,  Eaxkeek  was  also 
bought  for  the  company,  from  Tackamack  aforesaid  and  others. 
Now  a  populous  district  of  Westchester — in  fact  forming  a  part 
of  New  York  City — ^then  it  had  yet  to  welcome  its  first  white  oc- 
cupant, and  Bronck  and  his  farmers  had  only  for  neighbors  the 
native  tenants  of  the  forest,  the  prowling  beast  and  savage.  But 
the  devout  Bronck  had  an  arm  whereon  to  lean  ;  a  Lutheran  in 
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faith,  he  had  brought  with  him  Luther's  catechism  and  other 
devotional  books^  with  his  most  prized  folio  Danish  Bible. 
And  as  he  drew  therefrom  a  name  for  his  new  home,  Emmaus, 
it  carried  with  it  the  sweet  assurance  that  even  in  this  secluded 
wilderness  his  risen  Lord  would  reveal  himself,  if  not  visibly, 
as  to  the  two  disciples  of  old,  yet  with  tokens  of  his  presence  no 
less  comforting  because  no  less  real  to  his  eye  of  faith. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


1640-1645. 


IUfDIAN    TROUBLES. 


THEIOE  happy  was  the  colonist  in  the  friendship  of  the 
Indian  ;  for  he  coveted  his  furs,  to  be  had  for  a  trifle,  but 
worth  at  New  Amsterdam  a  good  price  in  cash  or  its  equivalent ; 
he  ate  of  his  maize  when  his  bread  failed,  and  often  stood  in 
need  of  his  labor  or  other  service.  And  the  advantage  was 
mutual.  The  red  man  was  quick  to  see  that  various  articles  in 
use  among  the  Dutch  would  be  of  equal  use  to  him.  He  ad- 
mitted the  superiority  of  the  Holland  duffels — a  thick-napped 
woolen  cloth,  blue  or  red — ^by  adopting  it  for  his  own  wear. 
No  longer  prostrating  himself  through  fear  on  the  discharge  of 
a  musket,  he  could  now  handle  this  firearm,  and  would  give  a 
pile  of  beavers  for  an  old  gun  and  some  ammunition.  But  of 
worse  consequence,  he  acquired  a  taste  for  the  Dutch  fire-water ^ 
and  for  a  draught  of  the  exhilarating  beverage  would  strip  the 
last  fur  covering  from  his  body  1 

His  visit  to  the  bouweries  or  farms  upon  peaceful  errands,  usu- 
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ally  for  something  which  he  needed  and  to  barter  a  little  game 
or  peltry,  was  no  longer  a  novelty,  and  the  sight  of  these  sav- 
ages in  their  canoes,  daily  passing  and  repassing  on  the  streams 
and  rivers,  or  engaged  in  their  favorite  employment  of  fishing, 
excited  no  apprehensions.  The  farmers,  writes  Kuyter,  "  pur- 
sue their  oat-door  labor  without  iuterruption,  in  the  woods  as 
well  as  in  the  field,  and  dwell  safely,  with  their  wives  and  chil* 
dren,  in  their  houses,  free  from  any  fear  of  the  Indians.'' 

**  The  drowsy  herdsman  now  reviews  his  charge. 
Unbars  his  stalls  and  sets  his  flocks  at  large  ; 
The  ploughboy  next  comes  trudging  o^er  the  plain. 
With  merry  heart  to  yoke  his  team  again ; 
He  slowly  goads  along  the  lounging  pair, 
As  whistling  on  he  goes  for  want  of  care. 
Unconscious  of  his  happier  lot  below, 
In  thought  confined  he  wields  his  steady  plow ; 
And  all  the  joyful  train  with  sickles  bright, 
Now  join  the  harvest  fields  in  gay  delight ; 
And  as  the  rustic  jest  goes  jocund  round, 
The  rural  hour  in  guileless  mirth  is  crowned  ; 
While  health  does  o^er  each  cheerful  visage  play, 
Content  and  joy  beguile  their  hours  away.'* 

Sweet  dream  of  security,  it  was  past ! ;  a  mortal  enmity  was 
brewing  between  the  white  and  the  red  man,  in  the  face  of  their 
every  interest  which  should  have  bound  them  in  friendship. 
Though  the  responsibility  lay  not  with  the  colonist,  but  with  the 
authorities,  the  effects  fell  heavily  on  the  former.  In  1639  Di- 
rector Eief  t  was  guilty  of  a  most  impolitic  act,  in  attempting  to 
levy  a  tax  upon  the  several  Indian  tribes,  sending  his  wily 
agent  Tienhoven  to  demand  their  com,  furs,  and  sewant*  The 
demand  was  indignantly  spumed,  and  served  only  to  arouse  a 
hostile  feeling  toward  the  Dutch.  Montague's  prediction  was 
well  made  when,  seeing  the  folly  of  this  measure,  he  said,  '^  a 

*  Sewant,  also  called  wampum,  was  the  Indian  money,  consisting  of 
tubular  beads  made  from  the  conch-shell,  perforated  lengthwise  and  fastened 
with  thread  upon  strips  of  cloth  or  canvas.  For  many  years  it  was  almost 
the  only  mcnfy  in  circulation  among  the  settlers,  and  for  trading  with  the 
Indians  was  preferable  to  coin.  Even  the  contributions  at  church  were  made 
in  sewant  The  color  of  the  beads,  whether  white  or  black,  and  the  finish 
determined  its  value.  For  an  exhaustive  article  upon  its  manufacture,  etc., 
see  Munsell's  Annals  of  Albany ^  vol.  ii.  pp.  i-8,  second  edition. 
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bridge  has  been  built,  over  which  war  will  soon  stalk  through 
the  land/'  Some  petty  depredations  being  committed  soon 
after,  which  were,  in  part  falsely,  charged  upon  the  Baritan  Ind- 
ians, the  hot-headed  Kief  t  dispatched  a  body  of  soldiers  to  de- 
mand satisfaction.  They  too  well  executed  their  mission  by  a 
Wanton  attack  on  the  Indians,  July  16th,  1640,  killing  several, 
ond  burnings  their  maize. 

The  next  year,  1641,  brought  retaliation  from  the  Baritans, 
who,  on  September  Ist,  swept  off  the  settlers  upon  Staten  Island, 
while  Manhattan  Island  was  already  smarting  under  the  first 
rtroke  of  savage  vengeance.  A  Wickquaskeek  who  from  boy- 
hood had  harbored  a  grudge  against  the  Dutch,  because  at  that 
time  three  of  Director  Minuit's  men  had  slain  his  uncle  and 
ctolen  his  beavers,  could  no  longer  restrain  iiis  thirst  for  re- 
venge. On  a  day  in  midsummer  he  entered  the  house  of  Claes 
Swits,  at  Turtle  Bay,  "  on  the  road  over  which  the  Indians  from 
VV^ickquaskeek  passed  daily."  Assuming  a  friendly  air,  and  be- 
ing known  to  Swits,  for  whose  son  he  had  worked,  he  was  "  well 
received  and  supplied  with  food."  Then  he  wanted  to  trade 
come  furs  for  duflEels  ;  but  while  the  unsuspecting  old  man  was 
bending  over  the  chest  in  which  his  cloth  was  kept,  the  savage, 
with  an  axe  that  lay  near,  struck  him  upon  the  neck,  when  **  he 
fell  down  dead  by  the  chest."  He  "  then  stole  all  the  goods" 
and  fled  into  the  forest.  This  cruel  murder,  at  ihcir  very  doors, 
aroused  the  authorities,  and  a  yacht  was  sent  to  Wickquaskeek 
to  demand  satisfaction  from  the  sachem.  He  not  only  refused, 
but  justified  the  act.  "  He  wished  twenty  Swannekins  (i.e., 
Dutchmen)  had  been  murdered." 

Burning  to  scourge  the  savages,  but  fearing  to  assume  the  re- 
sponsibility, Kieft  referred  it  to  the  citizens,  who  at  his  request 
came  together  and  chose  twelve  of  their  number  to  decide  upon 
the  grave  question  of  making  war  to  avenge  the  murder  of  Swits. 
The  twelve  men,  Kuyter  being  one,  reported  their  conclusions 
on  the  29th  of  August.  They  counselled  delay.  A  better  oppor- 
tunity should  be  chosen  to  inflict  the  blow,  for  their  cattle  were 
now  pasturing  in  the  woods,  and  the  settlers  were  living  isolated 
from  each  other,  east,  west,  north,  and  south.  Meanwhile  an- 
other demand  should  be  made  for  the  murderer,  and  repeated,  if 
necessary,  "  twice  or  three  times."     Then,  his  surrender  being 
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Btil]  refused^  let  war  begin  "  at  once/^  '*  The  attack  should  be 
made  in  the  harvest,  when  the  Indians  were  hunting/'  or  de- 
ferred "  till  the  maize  trade  be  over,  and  until  an  opportunity 
and  God's  will  be  made  manifest."  These  reasonable  counsels 
prevailed  ;  peace  was  maintained^  and  Kuyter  and  his  neighbors 
pursued  their  farming  work  unobstructed,  though  not  without 
more  or  less  of  apprehension. 

Vredendal  and  the  Otter-spoor,  in  the  year  which  inaugurated 
these  troubles,  had  yielded  profitable  returns  for  thd  "  great  ex- 
penses" put  upon  those  bouweries,  while  Kuyter,  after  "  a  heavy 
outlay,  much  pains,  and  immense  labor"  upon  his  buildings  and 
lands  at  Zegendal,  to  complete  the  one  and  bring  the  other 
under  good  cultivation,  had  also  realized  a  valuable  crop  of 
tobacco,  which  being  wintered  and  well  cured  he  was  intending 
to  ship  during  the  summer  of  1641  to  Coenraet  van  Keulen,  at 
Amsterdam,  who  had  already  made  him  advances  thereon.  But 
his  purpose  was  defeated  by  the  sudden  departure  of  the  Oak 
Tree  for  Virginia,  the  vessel  in  which  he  had  designed  to  make 
his  shipment,  adding  to  his  disappointment  and  loss  the  neces- 
sity of  refunding  to  his  consignee  the  sum  advanced  by  him. 
Montague  was  hardly  as  fortunate,  for  while  his  crop  was  being 
sweated  and  cured,  his  tobacco-house,  too  slightly  built,  blew 
down,  by  which  accident  the  tobacco  was  injured.  He 
prosecuted  John  Morris,  the  carpenter,  for  damages,  which 
ended  in  a  compromise.  And  so,  notwithstanding  a  malicious 
report  which  reached  Holland,  that  Montague  "  daily  filled  his 
pockets  with  ducatoons  and  jacohusesy^^  his  pecuniary  affairs 
really  began  to  wear  a  discouraging  aspect,  his  domestic  hori- 
zon being  also  clouded  just  at  this  time  by  the  loss  of  his  wife. 

Meanwhile  satisfaction  for  the  murder  of  Swits  had  been 
"  several  times  sought  for,  but  in  vain."  Indeed  it  was  reported 
that  the  savage  tribes  were  combining  for  a  general  war  upon 
the  colonists,  and  the  killing  of  two  other  persons  at  Staten 
Island  and  Hackensack  was  proof  of  the  hostile  spirit  animating 
the  savages.  All  this  was  very  alarming  to  the  inhabitants, 
especially  those  upon  exposed  bouweries,  who  lived  in  constant 
fear,  "  and  not  without  reason,  as  the  Indians  were  daily  in  their 


Persuasion  having  failed,  Kieft  now  felt  justified  in  using 
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force  with  the  savages.  He  summoned  the  twelve  men,  Novem- 
ber Ist,  and  asked  their  opinion.  "  Mr.  Jochem"  (Knytei) 
advised  "  to  be  patient,  and  to  lull  the  Indians  into  security  ;" 
and  most  agreed  with  him.  On  January  21st,  1642,  the  twelve 
men  gave  their  assent  to  an  expedition  against  the  Wickquas- 
keeks,  but  (knowing  his  cowardice)  suggested  that  the  director 
himself  should  lead  the  forces  !  The  latter  declined  the  honor> 
but  began  warlike  preparations.  All  being  ready,  and  spies  sent 
to  reconnoitre  reporting  that  the  Indians  "  lay  in  their  village 
suspecting  nothing,"  Ensign  Hendrick  van  Dyck  with  eighty 
men  left  Fort  Amsterdam  early  in  the  nionth  of  March  for 
Wickquaskeek.  Arriving  at  the  Annepperah,  or  the  Saw  Mill 
Creek,  at  Yonkers,  WiUem  Bont,  who  held  a  subordinate  com- 
mand, bravely  passed  over  with  his  men  and  "  marched  on  with 
the  adv^ced  troops,"  expecting  the  ensign  to  follow.*  But 
Van  Dyck  halted  at  the  creek  for  more  than  an  hour  before  he 
crossed  with  his  command  and  came  up  ;  but  now  darkness  had 
set  in,  Tobias  Teunissen,  the  guide,  lost  his  way,  and  the  ensign, 
perplexed  and  out  of  temper,  ordered  a  return.  The  result 
was  more  happy,  probably,  than  if  they  had  met  the  savages,  for 
the  latter,  noticing  by  the  tracks  of  the  soldiers  near  their  wig- 
wams **  that  they  had  narrowly  escaped  discovery,"  dreaded 
another  visit  and  sent  messengers  to  sue  for  peace.  Kieft  ac- 
cordingly sent  delegates,  including  Van  Tienhoven,  who  under- 
stood Indian,  to  meet  the  chiefs  of  Wickquaskeek  in  council  at 
the  house  of  Jonas  Bronck,  at  Emmaus,  and  here  was  made  a 
formal  treaty,  in  which,  among  other  things,  the  sachems  en- 
gaged to  deliver  Swits'  murderer  to  the  Dutch. 

Under  this  pledge  of  peace  the  spring  and  summer  witnessed 
considerable  labor  on  the  several  plantations  on  the  Flats.  At 
the  same  time  Montague,  as  a  member  of  the  council,  was  much 
occupied  with  official  duties,  and  Kuyter  made  his  debut  into 
public  life  as  a  "  kerkmeester,"  one  of  those  chosen  to  oversee 

♦  WiLLEM  Fredericks  Bont  the  same  year  removed  to  Fort  Orange,  and 
being  a  "free  carpenter"  took  part  in  constructing  the  first  church  there. 
Later  he  was  for  several  years  a  magistrate*  kept  tavern,  farmed  the  excise, 
and  acquired  property.  He  m.  ab.  1650  Geertie  Nannincks,  as  her  fourth  hus. ; 
in  1683  both  were  members  of  Do.  Delius'  church.  Whether  he  left  dm.  is 
not  known. 
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the  erection  of  a  church  at  New  Amsterdam,  because  Kuyter 
was  "  a  devout  person  of  the  reformed  religion,  and  had  good 
workmen  who  would  quickly  prepare  the  timber."  The  church 
was  begun  forthwith,  its  walls  "  laid  up  with  quarry  stone,'^  aud 
^^  built  in  the  fort,  to  guard  against  any  surprise  by  the  Ind- 
ians." 

Illusory  indeed  was  the  hope  of  living  in  peace  with  the  na- 
tives, now  that  the  old  ties  of  friendship  had  been  ruptured.  It 
fio  happened  that  in  midwinter  following,  the  Mahicans,  who 
lived  below  Fort  Orange,  came  down  and  made  war  upon  the 
Tappans  and  Wickquaskeeks,  it  was  said  to  force  those  tribes, 
whom  they  had  once  subjugated,  to  render  them  tribute.  Nu- 
merous as  were  these  tribes,  they  were  easily  overpowered  by  the 
Mahicans,  who  were  well  armed  with  guns,  many  of  the  men 
being  slain,  the  women  and  children  made  captives,  and  a  crowd 
of  terror-stricken  fugitives  foroed  to  take  to  flight  through  a 
deep  snow  to  find  shelter  in  the  Dutch  settlements.  Half  dead 
of  cold  and  hunger,  they  were  kindly  received  by  the  people  and 
fed  for  two  weeks,  till,  gathering  courage,  they  returned  to  thoir 
castles.  But  soon,  another  panic  seizing  them,  they  again  sought 
the  protection  of  the  Dutch.  Now  Kieft,  with  no  commisera- 
tion for  these  wretched  beings,  thought  it  his  chance  to  avenge 
the  death  of  Claes  S wits  and  others.  "  God  hath  wholly  de- 
livered them  into  our  hands,"  impiously  said  Van  Tienhoven 
and  other  restless  spirits,  who,  simply  echoing  the  sentiments  of 
Kieft,  made  a  formal  request  for  leave  to  destroy  them. 

Kuyter  and  other  considerate  persons  opposed  this  stoutly, 
insisting  that  it  would  only  recoil  upon  their  own  heads,  bring 
disaster  upon  the  country,  and  especially  expose  the  out-planta- 
tions to  the  rage  of  a  vindictive  and  cruel  foe.  Mont-agne,  hav- 
ing just  arrived  from  Quiet  Dale,  its  stalls  of  cattle  and  full 
garners  all  endangered,  urged  his  objections  with  unusual 
warmth.  "  We  ought  first  to  consider  well,"  he  insisted, 
**  whether  ive  shall  be  able  to  give  protection  to  those  who  are 
living  at  a  distance."  But  this  pertinent  suggestion  was  un- 
heeded, evil  counsels  prevailed,  and  Kieft,  set  in  his  mad  pur- 
pose, rashly  issued  his  orders.  On  the  night  of  February  25th, 
1643,  a  party  of  Dutch  soldiers  sallied  forth  from  the  streets  of 
New  Amsterdam  and  made  a  savage  onslaught  upon  the  sleep. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


158  HI8T0BT  OF  HARLEM. 

ing  Wickquaskeeks  at  Curler's  Hook,  forty  of  whom  were  nuw- 
sacred  "  in  cold  blood."  Another  party,  crossing  the  Hudson, 
slaughtered  a  band  which  had  sought  refuge  at  Pavonia.  Nor 
did  it  stop  here,  for  a  day  or  two  after  several  of  the  friendly 
Alareckaweeks  were  basely  murdered. 

The  enraged  savages  were  not  slow  to  resent  such  treatment, 
and  seyeral  tribes  joining  hands  made  common  cause  against 
the  Dutch.  Issuing  from  the  woods  and  thickets,  they  boldly 
attacked  and  slew  the  farmers,  both  in  their  dwellings  and  in 
the  open  field,  put  the  firebrand  to  houses,  haystacks,  and  grain, 
killed  or  drove  away  the  stock,  and  carried  off  women  and  chil- 
dren into  a  painful  captivity.  Happy  they  who  had  the  means  of 
defence  or  timely  notice  to  flee.  "  The  winter  passed  in  con- 
fusion and  terror."  No  out-door  labor  could  be  safely  done. 
Kief  t,  as  agent  of  Van  Keulen,  had  contracted  on  December  6th 
for  the  erection  of  a  fine  substantial  stone  residence  on  the 
Otter-spoor,  fifty  by  an  hundred  feet  on  the  ground,  with  porti- 
cos front  and  rear,  and  all  very  complete  ;  for  whose  occupancy 
we  cannot  tell,  unless  for  Van  Keulen  or  some  of  his  family,  but 
certainly  not  for  the  chicken-hearted  director,  who  kept  himself 
"  safely  protected  in  the  fort,  out  of  which  he  had  never  slept 
for  all  the  years  he  had  been  there."  But  this  work  was  proba- 
bly arrested. 

At  length  "  the  season  came  for  driving  out  the  cattle,  which 
caused  many  to  desire  peace  ;  the  Indians,  on  their  part,  seeing 
that  it  was  time  to  plant  maize,  were  not  less  solicitous  for  a 
cessation  of  hostilities  ;  so,  after  some  negotiation,  peace  was 
concluded."  It  was  ratified  April  22d,  1643,  though  many 
doubted  of  its  lasting.  But  the  colonists,  and  especially  Kuyter, 
had  met  with  a  sad  loss  in  the  recent  death  of  Jonas  Bronck. 
Was  it  at  the  hands  of  the  Indians?  We  judge  not,  as  his 
property  was  spared.  On  May  6th  Kuyter  and  Do.  Bogardus 
visited  Emmaus,  and,  aided  by  the  widow  *  and  Peter  Jonassen 
Bronck,  took  an  inventory  of  the  estate,  of  which  Kuyter  and 

*  Bron'ck's  widow  afterward  m.  Arent  van  Curler,  of  Rensselaerswyck. 
whom  she  also  survived.  She  d.  at  Schenectady  Dec.  19,  1676.  as  per  a 
letter  written  from  Kingston,  twelve  days  after,  by  her  nephew,  Wilhelmus 
Beeckman,  whom  for  want  of  chn.  she  named  as  one  of  her  heirs.  Her  wiU 
was  made  Nov.  11,  1676  ;  the  date  of  probate  being  inadvertently  given  in 
Pearson's  Schenectady  Settlers  as  the  date  of  her  deat£. 
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the  domine  had  been  appointed  guardians.  ASS^t^mor  Bronck, 
as  he  was  styled,  must  be  rated  quite  above  the  ordinary  colo- 
nists, his  Danish  and  Latin  library,  stored  with  law  and  history 
as  also  divinity,  being  indicative  of  his  tastes  and  culture  as 
well  as  of  his  piety. 

The  bouweries  of  Montague  and  Kuyter  were  also  intact. 
Buildings  and  stock  well  intrenched  within  palisades  had 
escaped  the  general  devastation.  Montagne  had  already  put 
twenty-six  acres  in  rye,  barley  and  peas,  when,  willing  to  be  re- 
lieved of  a  charge  so  fraught  with  danger,  he  leased  his  bouwery, 
with  the  "  farm-house,"  kitchen,  out-houses,  orchard,  stock,  and 
all  as  it  stood,  June  14th,  to  Bout  Franssen,  from  Xaerden,  for 
the  term  of  three  years.  In  three  months  (September  22d), 
Franssen  gave  it  up,  for  the  Indians,  having  harvested  their 
maize,  began  again  their  bloody  work.  Terrible  scenes  ensued. 
The  settlers,  compelled  to  fly,  took  refuge  at  Fort  Amsterdam, 
to  within  sight  of  which  the  brutal  savages  tracked  their  victims. 
Montagne  "  was  driven  off  his  land,"  involving  the  loss  of  all 
be  could  not  carry  away  ;  and  scarcely  a  settler  remained  on  the 
bouweries  of  Manhattan  Island.  "  Almost  every  place  is  aban- 
doned," wrote  Kuyter  and  others,  of  the  popular  board  of  Eight 
Men,  in  a  letter  of  November  3d,  1643,  imploring  aid  from  the 
directors  in  Holland.  *'  We  wretched  people,"  say  they,  "  with 
our  wives  and  little  ones  that  still  survive,  must  in  our  destitu- 
tion find  refuge  together  in  and  around  the  fort  at  Manhattas, 
where  we  are  not  safe  even  for  an  hour,  as  the  Indians  daily 
threaten  to  overwhelm  us.  Very  little  can  be  planted  this  au- 
tumn, and  much  less  in  the  spring  ;  so  it  must  come  to  pass  that 
those  of  us  who  may  yet  save  our  lives  will  necessarily  perish 
next  year  by  hunger  and  grief,  as  also  our  wives  and  children, 
unless  our  God  have  pity  on  us." 

But  relief  from  Holland  could  not  be  immediate.  The  ques- 
tion of  self-preservation  now  pressed  upon  the  colonists  ;  to  re- 
main inactive  was  but  to  die.  Their  courage  rising  to  the 
emergency,  it  was  resolved  to  muster  in  every  man  able  to  bear 
arms,  and  to  take  the  field  with  all  their  available  force  against 
the  wily  and  powerful  foe.  Montagne  and  Kuyter,  however 
opposed  at  first  to  the  war,  had  now  no  alternative  but  to  second 
the  effort  to  conquer  a  peace.     The  former,  appointed  to  the 
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chief  military  command,  led  several  expeditions  sent  out  in  vari- 
oas  directions  during  the  succeeding  winter  and  spring,  and  in 
which  Kuyter  held  the  captaincy  of  a  burgher  company.  These 
forces  scoured  the  Indian  country,  driving  the  foe  from  his  rude 
castles  and  villages  with  sword  and  firebrand. 

Thus  far  Captain  Kuyter,  by  means  of  a  guard  of  soldiers  sta- 
tioned at  Zegendal  under  Sergeant  Ael,  had  protected  his  house 
and  farmers.  But  on  the  night  of  March  5th,  when  he  was 
absent,  the  Indians  stealthily  surrounded  his  inclosure.  The 
guard  was  sleeping  in  a  cellar  or  underground  hut ;  *  but  two 
young  men  in  Kuyter's  employ,  apprehensive  of  danger,  were 
patrolling  around  the  farm-house.  Near  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning  these  were  startled  by  a  blazing  arrow,  "  the  flame 
having  the  appearance  of  brimstone;"  which  darted  through  the 
air  and  fell  on  the  roof  of  the  dwelling.  The  wind  blowmg 
strongly,  the  thatch  at  once  took  fire,  and  soon  the  house  and 
contents  were  burned  to  the  ground.  During^and  after  the  con- 
flagration the  savages  made  the  night  hideous  by  whooping  and 
discharge  of  guns,  to  the  terror  of  the  two  maid-servants,  wuile 
the*  sergeant,  with  the  caution  of  years,  kept  within  the  cellar, 
refusing  to  expose  either  himself  or  his  men,  though  the  other 
persons,  and  especially  the  young  men,  in  face  of  a  double  dan- 
ger, saved  what  they  could  from  the  flames. 

The  Wickquaskeeks  were  set  down  as  the  authors  of  this  vil- 
lainy. But  this  was  denied  by  Ponkes,  a  Mareckaweek,  to  two 
Dutchmen  who  understood  his  language,  and  whom  he  met  but 
two  days  after  the  fire.  "  It  was  their  way  to  boast,"  he  said, 
**  whenever  they  committed  any  mischief."  But  not  one  had  he 
heard  boast  of  this  ;  besides,  "it  was  well  known  among  tlie 
Indians  that  the  Swannekins  themselves  burned  the  house,  and 
removed  through  dread  of  being  killed  there  !"  This  piece  of 
Indian  logic,  evidently  invented  by  the  artful  savage  to  shield 
his  tribe  from  retribution,  was  too  transparent.  Kuyter  censured 
"  the  English  soldiers"  for  not  assisting.  Kieft,  on  the  other 
hand,  took  occasion  to  throw  the  blame  on  Kuyter,  charging  him 

.  ♦  Underground  Huts  were  made  use  of  by  those  who  at  first  had  no 
means  to  build  farm-houses,  and  in  which  they  could  live  "  drv  and  warm  for 
two,  three,  or  four  years.'*  The  method  of  making  them  is  described  by 
Van  Tienhoven,  Doc,  Hist,  N,  K.,  iv:  31. 
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with  rashly  sending  away  part  of  his  guard  just  before  the  fire, 
leaying  to  protect  the  property  only  *'  four  soldiers  and  five 
laborers."*  This  dispute  between  Kief  t  and  Kuyter  betrays  a 
state  of  feeling  which  afterward  led  to  very  serious  results. 

Overcome  by  dread  of  the  savages,  neither  the  planters  nor 
their  laborers  had  courage  longer  to  engage  in  work  upon  the 
Flats  ;  and  thus  things  continued  till  at  length  a  brighter  day 
dawned  upon  the  colonists.  Wearied  with  "  a  two  years'  war,'' 
the  Indians  themselves  manifested  a  wish  to  bury  the  hatchet. 
The  sachems  of  the  adjiacent  tribes  upon  Long  Island  and  the 
banks  of  the  Hudson  were  accordingly  invited  to  a  grand  coun- 
cil, held  in  Fort  Amsterdam  August  30th,  1645,  when  was  hap- 
pily concluded,  "a  solid  and  durable  peace."  Some  of  the 
powerful  Mohawks,  with  their  interpreter  Comelis  van  Slyck, 
also  attended  and  assisted  in  the  negotiations.  Little  Ape,  chief 
of  the  Mahicans,  spoke  in  behalf  of  their  tributaries,  the  Wick- 
quaskeeks,  pledging  them  to  the  observance  of  the  treaty,  by 
the  terms  of  which  the  Indians  were  "  not  to  come  with  weap- 
ons  on  Manhattan  Island,  nor  in  th^  vicinity  of  Christian  dwell- 
ings. "  The  treaty  was  signed,  in  the  presence  of  many  citizens, 
by  several  of  the  more  distinguished,  and  by  the  sachems, 
among  the  former  being  La  Montague  ;  and  also  by  the  two  in- 
terpreters, in  which  capacity  the  worthy  Norman,  Claes  Carsten- 
sen,  who  later  ended  his  days  at  Harlem,  acted  for  the  colonists. 

*  Sei^  Martin  Aei.  and  three  English  soldiers,  Thomas  Foster,  William 
Gilford,  and  Abraham  Newman,  with  Comelis  van  Houten,  Jan  Hegeman, 
Pietcr  Jansen,  Jacob  Lambertsen,  and  Derick  Gerritsen,  and  the  two  dairy- 
maids, made  eleven  persons  within  the  palisades.  Three  soldiers  had  left 
only  a  few  days  before  the  attack. 
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1645-1650. 

LAND   PATENTS— KUYTEB'S  TRIALS. 

PEACE  thus  assured,  the  planters  whom  the  Indians  had 
driven  from  the  Flats  and  parts  adjacent  again  took 
heart  and  ventured  to  return  to  their  desolated  bouweries. 
But,  grown  wiser  since  their  late  expulsion,  they  had  come  to 
realize  by  how  uncertain  a  tenure  they  held  their  lands,  having 
as  yet  received  no  patent  or  groundbrief.  By  a  neglect  to  secure 
such  patents  there  was  imminent  risk  of  losing  whatever  they  in- 
vested, as  well  as  the  land  itself  ;  and  how  soon  some  new  con- 
tingency might  arise,  to  wrest  all  from  them  and  their  heirs, 
who  could  tell  ?  Moreover,  in  so  unsettled  a  state  of  the  coun- 
try the  legal  seizin  by  documentary  title  was  a  needed  stimulus 
to  exertion,  an  inducement  to  bear  the  toil,  hazard,  and  hard- 
ship involved  in  a  residence  upon  one  of  these  exposed  bouw- 
eries. The  settlers  were  led  to  expect  a  groundbrief  after  hav- 
ing held  and  improved  their  lands  for  two  years  ;  in  most  of 
the  cases  to  be  named  where  such  patents  were  received  there 
had  evidently  been  a  much  longer  occupancy.  But  meanwhile 
some  new  farms  had  been  begun,  not  as  yet  noticed,  and  as 
will  further  appear  by  a  brief  survey  of  the  progress  of  settle- 
ment at  this  date. 

Sibout  Claessen,  one  of  the  burghers  of  New  Amsterdam,  was 
from  Hoorn,  on  the  Zuyder  Zee.  He  was  respected,  and  as  a 
builder  of  practical  consequence  to  the  community,  insomuch, 
that  Director  Kieft  granted  him  fifty  morgen  of  land  **  on  the 
Island  of  Manliattas,  beginning  at  the  hook  at  the  Hellegat 
where  Verken  Island  ends."  With  filial  affection  for  his  native 
place,  where  rested  the  bones  of  his  father,  Glaes  Sibouts,  and 
still  lived  his  brother  Hendrick  and  other  kinsfolk,  Claessen 
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called  Iris  new  possession  Hoorn's  Hook.     It  was  patented  to 
him  Jane  5th,  1646.* 

The  narrow  kill  called  by  the  Indians  Papparinaminy  which, 
winding  around  the  neck  of  land  forming  the  extreme  northerly 
part  of  Manhattan,  connected  the  Spuyten  Duyvel  with  the 
Great  Kill,  or  Harlem  Eiver,  gave  its  name  as  well  to  the  land 
lying  contigiDus  to  it  on  either  side.  Papparinamin,  as  inter- 
preted. Place  where  the  stream  is  shut,  was  thus  confined 
neither  to  the  land  nor  stream,  but  to  the  locality,  and  was  cer- 
tainly well  given,  as  it  has  ever  been  the  great  bar  to  naviga- 
tion around  Manhattan  Island.  The  noted  Dr.  Adrian  vander 
Donck,  who  owned  "  a  saw-mill,  bouwery,  and  plantation"  some 
distance  above  on  the  Annepperah,  had  selected  the  island  on 
iho  northerly  side  of  the  Papparinamin  Creek,  **  containing 
some  thirty  or  forty  morgen,  with  a  convenient  meadow  about 
it,"  intending,  as  he  himself  states,  *^  to  go  and  dwell  on  the 
said  spot,  or  to  make  gradual  preparations  therefor,  by  building 
upon  and  tilling  it,  since  both  his  inclination  and  judgment  led 
him  to  that  place."  Having,  with  Kieft's  consent,  bought  the 
land  from  the  sachem  Tackamack  and  other  Indians,  Vander 
Donck,  with  his  newly-married  wife,  the  daughter  of  Eev.  Fran- 
cis Doughty,  visited  Holland,  expecting  on  his  return  to  bring 
over  his  **  mother,  sister,  brother,  servants,  and  other  members 
of  his  family,"  to  make  their  home  at  Papparinamin.  But, 
offendiAg  the  directors  by  acting  as  a  representative  of  the  com- 
monalty of  New  Netherland  in  certain  charges  against  Stuyves- 
ant,  Vander  Donck  was  restrained  for  several  years  from  again 
leaving  fatherland,  and  then  returned  to  his  possessions  only  to 
die  a  year  or  two  later. 

*  Jan  Aertsen  van  Putten  and  his  two  sisters,  whose  mo.  Susannah  had 
recently  m.  this  first  proprietor  of  Hoorn's  Hook,  were  chn.  of  Aert  Teunissen 
van  Putten,  who  in  1643  ^^  massacred  (but  not  his  family,  as  some  say)  by 
Indians  at  Pavonia.  Jan  Aertsen  chose  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  and  settled 
at  Esopus,  where  he  joined  the  church  April  15.  1661,  and  soon  after  was 
made  an  elder.  Having  been  of  the  party  who  attacked  the  Indians  there  in 
1659,  this  was  too  well  remembered,  for  in  the  vengeful  onslaught  made  by 
the  savages  upon  that  place  June  7,  1663,  he  was  killed  in  his  house.  Only 
a  few  days  before  this,  his  w.  Grietie  Hendricks,  and  little  dr.  Annetie  had 
reached  their  home  from  a  visit  to  Wie  by  Swolle,  in  Holland,  Grietie's 
birthplace.  The  dr.  and  only  ch..  Annetie,  b.  1659,  afterward  m.  Hendrick 
Kip.,  son  of  Isaac  of  H.,  by  whom  she  had  sons  John,  Hendrick,  etc.  See 
J>uMont. 
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Bnt  the  opposite  section  of  Papparinamin,  forming  the  uppei^ 
extremity  of  Manhattan  Island^  was  not  less  inviting  for  its  ara- 
ble lands^  meadows,  and  circumambient  creeks,  and,  if  we  dd 
not  mistake  De  Rasieres,  was  onfe  of  the  two  places  he  found  at 
the  north  end — the  other  Harlem  Flats — ^where  was  "good 
land,"  ready,  with  little  or  no  clearing,  for  tillage.  Here  an- 
other Hollander,  Matthys  Jansen  van  Eeulen,  had  obtained  a 
grant  of  fifty  morgen  of  land  from  Director  Kieft,  probably  in 
advance  of  Vander  Donck.  His  patent  was  issued  August  18th, 
1646,  and  in  after  years  was  confirmed  to  his  children,  from  whom 
are  descended  two  families  of  Ulster  County — Jansen  and  Van 
KeureUy  the  last  name  corrupted  from  Ketilen,*  It  does  not 
appear  that  Matthys  himself  ever  opcupied  this  land  ;  at  the 
date  of  the  patent  he  was  living  at  Fort  Orange.  His  hundred 
acres  must  have  reached  quite  down  to  the  Jansen  and  Aertsen 
grant,  hereafter  noticed.  The  latter,  according  to  the  patent^ 
as  certainly  reached  northward  to  *' Tobias's  Bouwery.'*  To- 
bias Teunissen,  late  farmer  for  Dr.  La  Montague,  is  here  re- 
f .^rred  to,  and  the  facts  stated  warrant  the  conclusion  that 
Teunissen  now  occupied  Matthys  Jansen's  land  either  under  a 
lease  or  an  agreement  to  purchase.  To  his  sequestered  home, 
beside  the  Great  Kill,  Tobias  had  taken  a  new  vrouw,  in  hope 
of  happier  years,  though  the  spirit  and  activity  he  had  shown 

♦  Matthys  Jansen  became  a  trader  on  the  Hudson,  removed  to  Fort 
Orange,  and  thence  to  Esopus,  where  he  d.  prior  to  1663.  That  year,  Feb. 
15.  the  deacons  loaned  1000  gl.  from  his  estate.  His  wid..  Margaret  Hen- 
dricks, m.  Thomas  Chambers,  Lord  of  the  Mano/  of  Fox  Hall.  Jansen  had 
four  chn.,  viz..  Jan,  Matthys,  Catharine,  m.  1660,  Jan  Jansen.  from  Amers- 
foort.  and  Anneke,  who  m.  1668  Sgr^gi.  Jan  Hendricks  Suur,  alias  Pearsen. 

Jan  Matthyssen,  b.  at  Fort  Orange,  m.  in  1667,  Madelaine,  dr.  of  Matthew 
Blanchan,  was  an  elder  of  the  Kingston  church,  and  d.  between  1719  and 
1724.  He  had  Matthys^  Thomas^  JaUy  Hendfick,  David,  Margaret,  who  m. 
Barent  Burhans  ;  Magdalene,  m.  Richard  Brodhead  ;  Sarah,  m.  Elias  Bun- 
schoten  ;  Catharine,  m.  John  Crook,  Jr.,  and  Mary,  who  d.  early.  These 
bore  the  name  of  Jansen,  in  English  Johnson.  Jan  took  to  the  sea,  went  to 
England,  and  in  1690  was  thought  to  be  dead.  From  the  other  sons  were  the 
respectable  Tansens  of  Ulster  County,  some  of  whom  bore  a  conspicuous  part 
in  the  Revolution. 

Matthys  Matthyssen  was  made  a  captain  in  1685,  and  later  served  agaiost 
the  French  on  the  northern  frontier.  He  m.  Tietie,  dr.  of  Tjerck  De  Witt, 
and  had  issue  Matthys,  Tjerck,  Nicholas,  Thomas,  Gerardus,  Hasuelt,  Sarah, 
m.  Matthew  Du  Bois  ;  Leah,  who  with  Hasuelt  removed  to  New  York,  and 
Barbara,  m.  Peter  Tappen.  (See  Annals  of  Newtown,  p.  303.)  It  was  these 
six  sons  of  Matthys  who,  says  an  old  manuscript,  "  changed  their  name  of 
Matthyssen  to  Van  ICeuren,'*  and  whence  the  numerous  family  so  called. 
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in  the  late  Indian  war  made  his  situation  not  without  peril. 
Bat,  courageous  of  hearty  he  did  not  anticipate  the  fate  which 
awaited  him. 

Pieter  Jansen,  in  company  with  Mr.  Huyck  Aertsen,  then  a 
schepen  at  Brooklyn,  had  taken  up  a  tract  of  land  lying  be- 
tween Tobias's  bounds  and  what  is  now  known  as  Sher- 
man's Creek,  and  for  which  a  groundbrief  was  given  them 
March  11th,  1647.  Jansen  was  a  hardy  Norwegian  of  twenty- 
seven  yeara,  had  been  in  the  employ  of  Kuyter,  and  was 
present  on  that  fearful  night  when  his  house  was  burned  by  the 
savages.  The  next  summer  after  the  patent  was  secured,  Pieter 
the  Norman,  as  he  was  usually  called,  took  to  his  heart  and 
home  a  young  wife,  Lysbet  Jansen,  from  Amsterdam,  and 
near  the  same  time,  by  the  death  of  Aertsen,  was  left  in  sole 
care  of  the  bouwery,  though  between  the  widow  and  the  next  of 
kin  (for  Aertsen  left  no  children)  his  share  did  not  want  for 
clainuints.  Aertsen  was  bom  at  Rossum,  a  village  of  the  Bom- 
mellerwoert,  an  island  formed  by  the  Waal  and  Maas ;  but  he 
had  a  brother,  a  burgher  at  Utrecht,  who,  on  having  notice  of 
his  death,  and  taking  proof  thereof  December  30th,  1647,  was 
declared  his  only  heir.  For  reasons  similar  to  those  for  which 
other  patents  within  Harlem  were  afterward  held  to  be  vacated 
or  void,  the  validity  of  this  title  was  subsequently  called  in 
question,  and  by  a  decision  of  the  governor  and  council  and  a 
compromise  with  the  successors  of  Jansen  and  Aertsen,  be- 
came vested  in  the  freeholders  of  Harlem.  It  has  additional  in- 
terest as  covering  the  identical  tract  known  in  our  time  as  the 
**  Dyckman  Homestead."  * 

These  bouweries,  forming  the  outposts  of  settlement  on  the 

*  The  Jansen  and  Aertsen  Patent,  or  rather  the  descriptive  part,  reads 
as  foUows  :  "  A  piece  of  land  lying  between  Montague's  hay  meadow  and 
Tobias's  boawery,  stretching  from  the  north  corner  of  said  meadow  south- 
south-east  to  the  hook,  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  rods.  It  goes  *  to  a 
spring  [fifntyn\  against  the  high  land,  and  from  there  to  the  end  of  a  creek 
coming  out  of  the  North  river,  north-east  by  north  along  the  high  hills  an 
hundred  and  seventy-five  rods,  and  from  there,t  to  the  kill  which  runs  around 
tiie  Island  of  Manhattans,  an  hundred  and  twenty  rods  south-south-east, 
seventy  rods  south-east,  and  thirty  south-south-east ;  and  along  the  before- 
named  kill  to  the  aforesaid  hook,  two  hundred  rods  ;  the  same  amounting  to 
seventy-four  morgen,  one  hundred  and  six  rods."    Dated  March  ii,  1647. 

*  iu,  Ob  the  west  tide.  t  Being  its  northern  boundary. 
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north  end,  were  evidently  laid  out  by  actual  survey,  whence  the 
courses  and  distances  and  the  uneven  quantity,  seventy-four 
morgen,  one  hundred  and  six  rods,  in  that  to  Jansen  and  Aert- 
sen.  The  stretch  of  alternate  heights  and  hollows,  reaching 
from  Sherman's  Creek  down  to  the  Flats,  had  not  yet  a  solitary 
white  settler.  Through  its  forests  and  thickets  red  men  hunted 
the  deer  and  beaver,  and  rudely  tilled  other  portions,  one  of 
which  was  known  as  the  **  Great  Maize  Land."  Indeed  the 
Indian  title  to  this  part  of  Manhattan  Island  was  not  fully 
extinguished  till  1715. 

Coming  to  the  settlements  on  the  Flats,  the  Otter-spoor  farm, 
which  Van  Tienhoven  had  **long  since  conveyed"  to  Van 
Keulen  of  Amsterdam,  and  whence,  as  before  said,  it  took  the 
name  Van  Keulen's  Hook,  was  only  made  sure  to  the  latter  the 
month  before  the  new  Indian  treaty  was  ratified,  by  a  patent 
from  Kieft  to  Van  Tienhoven,  the  object  and  effect  of  which 
was  to  give  him  power  to  sell,  and  to  perfect  the  title  in  Van 
Keulen,  no  patent  having  been  issued  before.  With  so  firm  a 
tenure  it  is  remarkable  that  no  evidence  appears  of  any  further 
attempts  on  the  part  of  Van  Keulen  to  improve  this  valuable 
tract,  nor  is  his  ownership  again  distinctly  recognized.  While 
the  evidence  we  have  bearing  upon  it  is  far  from  satisfactory, 
our  solution  is  that  Matthys  Jansen  van  Keulen,  being  author- 
ized by  the  Amsterdam  merchant,  received  from  Kieft  the  grant 
of  Papparinamin  in  exchange  for  Van  Keulen's  Hook. 

Dr.  Montague,  with  brightened  prospects,  and  about  to  wed 
the  widow  of  Arent  Corssen  Stam,  who  two  years  previous,  sail- 
ing for  Holland  on  the  public  service,  had  perished  at  sea,  took 
occasion.  May  9th,  1647,  only  two  days  before  his  friend  Kieft 
closed  his  directorship,  to  secure  a  patent  for  the  farm  Vreeden- 
dal,  to  which  was  now  joined  what  was  not  included  in  the 
original  grant  to  Hendrick  de  Forest,  namely,  the  point  or 
neck  of  land  called  Bechawanes,  extending  out  to  the  East 
Eiver,  and  since  known  as  the  Benson  or  McGown  farm.  As 
belonging  to  the  oldest  title  in  the  township,  and  one  to  which 
an  unusual  interest  attaches,  we  feel  warranted  in  giving  a  trans- 
lation of  the  patent  entire. 

We,  WiLLEM  KncPT,  Director  GRNBRAL/and  the  Council,  resid- 
ing in  New  Netobrland,  on  behalf  of  the  Hi(S(H  and  Miohtt  Lords  the 
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States  Gekbhal  of  the  United  NsTHERLAims,  his  Highkess  of  Orange, 
and  the  Honorable  Mebseurs,  the  Managers  of  the  Incorporated 
West  India  Company,  do,  by  these  presents,  acknowledge  and  declare, 
that  we  on  this  day,  the  date  underwritten,  have  given  and  granted  unto 
Siettr  Johannes  La  Montaone,  counsellor  of  New  Netherland,  a  piece 
of  land  situate  on  the  Island  of  Manhattans,  known  by  a  name  in  the 
Indian  language  which  in  the  Nether  Dutch  signifies  the  Flat  Landy  con- 
taining one  hundred  morgen  in  the  fiat,  lying  between  the  hills  and  kill ; 
and  a  point  named  Rechawcmes^  stretching  betwixt  two  kills,  till  to  the 
East  River ;  (which  above  described  land  was  occupied  by  Hendrick 
Forest  deceased,  and  has  been  purchased  by  the  said  La  Montagne  at 
public  auction  in  the  Fort,  for  seventeen  hundred  guilders ;)  with  ex- 
press conditions  and  terms  that  he  Johannes  La  Montagne,  or  whoever 
oy  virtue  hereof  may  accept  his  action,  shall  acknowledge  the  Honorable 
Managers  aforesaid  as  his  Lords  and  Patroons,  under  the  sovereignty  of 
their  High  Mightinesses  the  Lords  States  Oeneral,  and  obey  their  Director 
and  Council  here  in  all  things,  as  good  inhabitants  arc  in  duty  bound  to 
do  ;  provided  further  that  they  subject  themselves  to  all  such  burdens 
and  imposts  as  are  already  enacted,  or  may  hereafter  be  enacted  by  their 
Honors  ;  constituting  therefore  the  said  Sieur  La  Montagne,  or  whoever 
may  hereafter  obtain  his  action,  in  our  stead  in  real  and  actual  possession 
of  the  aforesaid  lot  and  land,  giving  him  by  these  presents,  full  power,  au- 
thority, and  special  order,  the  aforesaid  parcel  of  land  to  enter  upon,  culti- 
vate, inhabit,  and  use,  as  he  would  lawfully  do  with  other  his  patrimonial 
lands  and  effects,  without  we  the  grantors  in  the  quality  aforesaid,  there- 
unto having,  reserving,  or  saving  any,  even  the  slightest  part,  action,  or 
control  whatever,  but  to  the  behoof  as  aforesaid,  from  all  desisting, 
from  now  henceforth  and  forever.  Promising  moreover,  this  transport 
firm,  inviolable  and  irrevocable  to  keep,  respect  and  fulfil,  all  under  the 
penalty  provided  therefor  by  law.  In  witness,  these  presents  are  by 
us  signed,  and  confirmed  with  our  seal  in  red  wax  hereto  appended. 
Done  in  Fort  Amsterdam,  in  New  Netherland,  the  9th  day  of  May,  1647. 

WiLLEM  KlEFT. 

Six  days  afterward  Dr.  Montagne's  brother-in-law,  Isaac  de 
Forest,  obtained  from  the  new  director,  Stuyvesant,  the  ground- 
brief  for  a  bouwery  previously  granted  liitn,  consisting  of  fifty 
morgen  of  surplus  land  which  liad  been  found  to  lie  between  the 
Kayter  and  Van  Eeulen  tracts.  It  bordered  on  tlie  Harlem 
River,  opposite  the  mouth  of  **  Bronck's  Kill" — the  passage, 
still  called  '*  The  Kills,"  parting  RandeU's  Island  from  the 
Westchester  shore.  Upon  this  fifty-morgen  tract  the  village  of 
New  Harlem  was  subsequently  laid  out  and  ran  its  humble 
career,  but  "  the  lawn  where  scattered  hamlets  rose"  has  so 
changed  before  the  rise  of  modern  structures  that  but  barely 
one  of  its  ancient  dwellings  remains.* 

The  bouweries  mentioned,  with  Zegendal,  or  Kuyter's  farm, 

*  See  De  Forest  Family,  Appendix  A. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


108  HISTORY  OF  HARLEM. 

were  the  only  ones,  so  far  as  known,  yet  begun  within  the  terri- 
torial limits  to  which  our  history  refers.  Kuyter,  though  one 
of  the  most  energetic  of  the  settlers,  had  been  strangely  baffled 
in  his  efforts  to  improve  his  lands.  Yet  to  his  various  disap- 
pointments and  losses  other  trials,  and  more  severe,  were  to  be 
added.  But  the  indomitable  spirit  of  the  man,  rising  superior 
to  misfortune,  exhibits  Kuyter  throughout  in  a  character  to  be 
admired,  and  in  which  we  cannot  but  be  interested.  The  ill- 
feeling  which  had  sprung  up  between  him  and  Kieft,  as  already 
alluded  to  in  connection  with  the  burning  of  Kuyter's  house, 
grew  out  of  Kieft's  culpable  rashness  in  bringing  on  the  Indian 
war.  The  good  Domine  Bogardus,  sorely  grieved  by  the  direc- 
tor's  course  in  authorizing  the  cruel  massacre  of  the  Indians, 
and  thus  provoking  the  fearful  retaliation  which  had  fol- 
lowed, had  expressed  himself  freely  in  regard  to  these  things, 
"many  times  in  his  sermons,**  while  also  rebuking  the  prev- 
alent immorality,  avarice  and  other  gross  indulgences.  This 
pungent  preaching  so  offended  the  director  that  he  forsook 
the  church,  absenting  himself  for  more  than  three  years,  his 
example  also  leading  off  nearly  every  officer  of  the  church  and 
government,  not  excepting  the  usually  discreet  counsellor  Mon- 
tague, who  had  formerly  been  an  elder.  Kuyter  himself  had 
once  felt  hard  toward  the  domine  for  refusing  him  a  favor 
which  Kieft  had  asked  in  his  behalf  ;  but  he  was  not  vindictive, 
and  this  was  a  bygone.  As  a  ruling  elder,  and  controlled  by 
his  religion  and  strong  sense  of  justice,  he  did  not  hesitate  now 
to  sustain  the  minister  and  his  utterances,  although  not  another 
member  of  the  consistory  stood  by  him.  In  consequence  ho 
brought  upon  his  own  head  the  maledictions  of  the  director, 
which  were  in  no  wise  appeased  by  Kuyter's  official  action  as  one 
of  the  Eight  Men,  a  body  which,  representing  the  people,  had 
felt  it  a  duty  to  address  the  directors  in  Holland,  exposing 
Kieft's  misrule  in  New  Netherland  and  the  ruinous  condition 
to  which,  as  a  consequence,  the  colony  had  been  reduced.  As 
to  the  differences  between  Bogardus  and  Kieft,  these,  after  a 
sharp  paper  warfare,  had  ended  in  a  reconciliation.  But  not 
so  with  Kieft  and  Kuyter,  whose  mutual  animosity  another 
year  did  not  quench,  while  Cornelis  Melyn,  also  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Eight  Men,  came  in  for  a  share  of  Kieft's  hot  die- 
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pleasure.  These  two  honest  men  were  as  thorns  in  the  side  of 
the  director.  Nor  coald  they  easily  bear  either  the  insults 
which  he  had  heaped  upon  them^  or  the  heavy  losses  they  had 
sustained  through  his  maladministration  ;  and  thus  the  case 
stood  when  Kieft  was  superseded  in  oflSce  by  General  Petrus 
Stuyresant^  who  arrived  May  llth^  1647.  In  some  remarks  made 
on  the  occasion  of  formally  resigning  the  government  to  his  sue* 
cessor,  Kieft  thanked  the  people  for  their  fidelity,  evidently  ex- 
pecting to  be  complimented  in  return.  But  on  the  contrary, 
Kuyter,  Melyn,  and  one  or  two  more  had  the  frankness  to 
speak  out  and  tell  him  that  they  would  not  thank  him,  as  they 
had  no  reason  for  doing  so  ! 

The  existing  quarrel,  brought  thus  directly  to  the  notice  of 
Stuyvesant,  now  took  the  form  of  a  complaint  preferred  by  Eieft 
against  Kuyter  and  Melyn,  whom  he  charged  with  having  sent 
'*  some  letters  to  Holland,  to  the  directors,  in  the  name  of  the 
Eight  Men  ;  among  others,  one  dated  28th  October,  1644,  con* 
taining  nothing  but  libels  and  lies."  He  demanded  justice 
and  the  punishment  of  the  accused.  This  was  on  June  18th, 
and  next  day  a  copy  of  the  complaint,  containing  the  points  of 
objection  to  the  obnoxious  letter,  was  handed  to  the  accused  by 
the  court  messenger,  with  a  summons  to  answer  within  forty* 
eight  hours.  Kuyter  and  Melyn  replied  at  length  on  the  22d, 
and  in  u  telling  statement,  and  invited  an  inquiry  into  the  truth 
of  what  they  had  written.  This  defense  had  little  weight  with 
the  arbitrary  Stuyvesant,  himself  a  great  stickler  for  the  divine 
right  of  rulers,  and  the  tables  were  turned  against  Kuyter  and 
his  associate,  who,  after  further  preliminaries,  were  placed  un- 
der arrest,  and  on  July  16th  brought  before  the  director  and 
council  for  trial.  It  was  plainly  to  be  seen  that  the  court  held 
the  attitude  of  both  prosecutor  and  judge.  The  charges,  in  brief, 
were  that  they  had  slandered  and  threatened  Director  Kieft. 
The  prosecution  relied  mainly  on  the  letter  before  referred  to, 
written  to  the  directors  in  Holland,  and  pronounced  by  Kieft  to 
be  "  full  of  libels  and  lies ;"  of  which  letter,  though  it  pur- 
ported to  be  a  memorial  from  the  Eight  Men,  the  accused  were 
declared  the  authors,  and  to  which,  as  was  charged,  they  had 
fraudulently  obtained  the  signatures  of  their  associates.  Kuy* 
ter,  it  was  further  alleged,  had,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Eight  Men, 
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raised  his  finger  to  Kieft  in  a  threatening  manner,  and  said  to 
him  that  when  he  should  doff  his  robe  of  office  then  he  wonld 
have  him  !  Melyn,  as  was  charged,  in  speaking  of  the  orders 
for  destroying  the  Indians  in  the  winter  of  1643,  had  dared  to 
say,  "  They  who  gave  such  orders  should  look  well  to  them- 
selves, lest  they  come  either  to  the  gallows  or  the  wheel/' 
Words  almost  prophetic,  considering  the  manner  of  Kieft's 
death.  Kuyter  explained  his  remark  as  quite  different  from 
that  imputed  to  him.  He  and  Melyn,  standing  to  their  former 
answer,  in  which  they  had  fully  and  ably  met  the  several  points 
of  objection  to  the  obnoxious  letter,*  now  offered  certain  memo- 
rials, proofs,  and  witnesses,  "  in  order  to  establish  the  truth  of 
what  was  written."  But  these  were  either  rejected  or  allowed 
to  have  no  weight,  and  thus,  the  evidence  being  unjustly  set 
aside,  the  case  was  carried  against  the  accused,  who  were  pro- 
nounced guilty  of  high  contempt  of  authority.  Stuyvesant,  in 
his  judgment  in  Kuyter's  case,  hinged  it  on  sacred  and  civil 
law.  "  He  who  slanders  God,  the  magistrate,  or  his  parents," 
says  Bernard  de  Muscatel,  "  must  be  stoned  to  death."  Then 
he  quoted  the  Scriptures  :  "  Thou  shalt  not  speak  evil  of  the 
ruler  of  thy  people."  On  July  25th  they  were  sentenced — Kuy- 
ter to  a  fine  of  150  gl.  and  three  years'  banishment  from  New 
Netherland ;  Melyn  to  a  heavier  fine  and  longer  exile. 

Elated  with  his  success,  Kieft  soon  after  took  passage  for  Hol- 
land in  the  ship  Princess,  carrying  with  him  a  fortune  which  he 
had  amassed  here.  In  the  same  ship  Do.  Bogardus  and  others 
embarked,  while  Knyter  and  Melyn,  "  publicly  banished  the 
country,"  were  *' brought  on  board  as  exiles,  torn  away  from 
their  goods,  wives  and  children,"  while,  as  if  to  mock  their  mis- 
ery, the  bells  in  the  church  were  made  to  ring  a  merry  peaL 
The  vessel  sailed  August  IGth,  1647,  but  never  reached  its  des- 
tination. On  September  27th,  having  mistaken  their  course, 
they  were  wrecked  upqn  a  rock  on  the  coast  of  Wales.  The 
wretched  Kieft,  with  death  before  his  eyes,  sighed  deeply  as  he 
said  to  Kuyter  and  Melyn,  "  Friends,  I  have  done  you  wrong  ; 
can  you  forgive  me?"    All  night  the  ship  rocked  in  the  sea, 

♦  This  letter  may  be  found  and  its.  character  judged  of  by  reference  to  the 
Col.  Hist,  of  N.  Y.,  i,  209-213.  Kieft's  points  of  exception  to  it  arc  given  at 
p.  203,  and  the  able  rejoinder  of  Kuyter  and  Melyn  at  p.  205. 
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and  toward  morning  went  to  pieces,  a  large  number  of  persons 
perishing,  including  Kieft  and  Bogardus.  Kuyter  and  Melyn 
prondentially  escaped  with  their  lives,  though  the  latter  lost  a 
son.  "  Kuyter  remained  alone  on  the  after  part  of  the  ship,  on 
which  stood  a  cannon,  which  he,  observing  in  the  gray  of  the 
morning,  took  for  a  man  ;  but  speaking  to  it  and  getting  no 
answer,  he  supposed  him  dead.  He  was  at  last  thrown  on  land, 
together  with  the  cannon,  to  the  great  amazement  of  the  Eng- 
lish, who  crowded  the  strand  by  thousands,  and  who  set  up  the 
piece  of  ordnance  as  a  lasting  memorial.  Melyn,  floating  back 
to  sea,  fell  in  with  others  who  had  remained  on  a  part  of  the 
;  wreck  on  a  sand-bank  which  became  dry  with  the  ebb.  They 
.  then  took  some  planks  and  pieces  of  wood,  fastened  them  to- 
gether, and  having  made  sails  of  their  shirts  and  other  gar- 
ments, they  at  last  reached  the  main  land  of  England.  As  these 
persons  were  more  concerned  for  their  papers  than  for  any  thing 
else,  they  caused  them  to  be  dragged  for,  and  on  the  third  day 
Jochem  Pietersz  recovered  a  box  containing  a  part  of  them.''* 

The  resolute  Kuyter  and  Melyn  passed  over  to  Holland,  and 
appealed  to  the  States  General  from  the  sentence  rendered  by 
Stuyvesant.  Upon  a  hearing  of  their  case,. this  body  granted  a 
supension  of  the  judgment,  with  permission  for  them  to  return 
to  New  Netherland,  and  summoned  Stuyvesant  to  appear  at  the 
Hague,  in  person  or  by  attorney,  either  to  sustain  his  decision 
"  or  to  renounce  the  same. " 

Armed  with  a  mandamus  and  passports  from  their  High 
Mightinesses,  and  also  bearing  a  letter  from  his  Highness  the 
Prince  of  Orange  to  Stuyvesant,  dated  May  19th,  1648,  admon- 
ishing him  "  duly  to  respect  and  obey  those  commands,"  Kuyter 
and  Melyn  were  now  prepared  to  return  to  this  country  and  face 

*  EvERARDUS  Bogardus,  the  pastor,  counsellor  and  friend  of  our  De  For- 
ests, La  Momagne,  Kuyter,  Bronck,  and  their  fellow-colonists,  who  cheered 
them  amid  their  toils  and  adversities  and  in  dark  hours  of  peril,  joined  many 
in  marriage,  baptized  their  offspring,  oft  performed  in  their  stricken  homes 
the  last  sad  rites  of  sepulture,  and  frequently  acted  as  guardian  of  their 
estates  ;  full  justice  is  yet  to  be  done  his  memory.  His  advice  often  sought 
for  in  many  affairs  affecting  individuals  or  the  community,  the  amount  of 
important  business  with  which  he  was  intrusted  on  his  final  departure  for 
Holland  evinced  the  continued  respect  and  confidence  of  his  people.  In  the 
record  of  a  useful  life,  as  we  apprehend.  Do.  Bogardus  has  left  his  numerous 
heirs  a  better  inheritance  than  they  will  ever  realize  from  his  landed  posses- 
sions.    See  Valentine* s  Manual  for  1863,  p.  595  ;  also  Corwin*s  Manual, 
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their  accoflers.  But  detiiiaed  for  Bome  months  longer  bj  otiter 
engagements,  ^felyn  sailed  at  the  close  of  the  year,  leaying  Kny* 
ter  behind,  probably  to  manage  the  case  should  Stnyresant  at- 
tempt to  prosecute  it  further.  Beaching  New  Amsterdam  about 
January  1st,  1649,  Melyn  presented  his  letters  to  Stuyvesant, 
who  was  in  great  wrath  over  the  mandamus,  declaring  with  much 
bluster  his  purpose  to  answer  it  Melyn  was  inclined  to  push 
his  advantage,  but  joining  the  citizens  in  other  complaints 
against  the  director,  affairs  became  rather  involved  ;  while  Kuy- 
ter,  remaining  abroad  for  a  year  longer,  more  or  less,  found  on 
his  return  no  obstacle  interposed  to  his  resuming  his  property, 
and,  contenting  himself  with  his  own  business,  he  was  rein* 
stated  in  his  several  offices  by  Stuyvesant,  the  breach  of  friend* 
ship  between  them  being  soon  healed. 

Kuyter  was  not  in  circumstances  to  restore  his  ruined  plaii'> 
tation  at  Schorakin  ;  indeed  there  was  little  encouragement  for 
any  to  prosecute  labor  on  the  north  part  of  the  island,  owing  to 
the  hostile  temper  of  the  Indians,  who  during  these  several 
years  waylaid  and  murdered  a  number  of  the  settlers  dwelling 
in  exposed  places.  Some  still  kept  up  their  bouweries  ;  others 
disposed  of  theirs.  Pieter  Cornelissen  Beeck,  an  old  and  re- 
spected citizen  of  New  Amsterdam,  had  come  to  own  one  '*'  on 
this  island  near  Hellgate,"  apparently  the  Hoorn's  Hook 
patent ;  while  De  Forest,  expending  his  means  in  building 
several  fine  houses  in  New  Amsterdam,  sold  his  plantation,  No- 
vember 19th,  1650,  to  the  distinguished  burgher  Wilhelmus 
Beeckman.     But  both  Beeck  and  Beeckman  resided  in  town,* 

*  Pieter  Cornelisz  Beeck,  whose  tragical  fate  remains  to  be  noticed,  was 
master  carpenter  to  the  West  India  Co.,  in  New  Netherlands  and  was  b.  ta 
1607,  at  Rotterdam.  He  came  out  early  via  Amsterdam,  where  he  had  re- 
sided, with  him  coming  his  w.  Aeltie  Willems,  and  a  young  dr.  Marritie,  who 
in  1655  m.  Pieter  Jacobsen  Marius,  a  prominent  merchant  at  N.  Y.  who 
emigrated  in  1644  from  Hoogwoudt,  liis  desc.  now  writing  their  name 
Morris.  See  Bergen  Gen.  Pieter  Beeck  had  other  chn.  b.  here,  vix.,  WUliawi, 
Deborah,  who  m.  1667  W?u-ner  Wessels ;  Elizabeth,  who  m.  Capt.  Silvester 
Salisbury.  Dr.  Corn,  van  Dyck  and  Capt.  Geo.  Bradshaw  ;  Cornelia,  who  m. 
1672  Jacobus  de  Haert,  and  Cornelius^  who  m.  1677  Marritie  Claessen,  and 
had  sons  Peter,  Nicholas,  John,  Isaac,  William,  Henry.  From  these  we  pre- 
sume all  the  Beecks  of  this  stock  have  sprung.  William  Beeck,  b.  1640,  son 
of  Pieter,  m.  Anna,  dr.  of  Tielman  van  Vleeck  (notary  public  and  first  sheriff 
of  Bergen),  and  d.  at  Esopus  in  1684.  leaving  issue  Peter,  Tielman.  Aeltie. 
and  Deborah,  who  all  d.  chless.  The  wid.,  Anna,  m.  1686  Capt,  JccoS  Phae^ 
nix^  a  son  of  whom  by  this  union,  Capt.  Alex.  Phoenix,  was  m.  to  Hon. 
Daniel  Phoenix,  fa.  of  the  late  Rev.  Alexander  Phoenix,  of  H. 
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and  there  Kuyter  had  entered  upon  trade,  on  the  Heere  Graft, 
now  Broad  Street,  enjoying  a  respite  from  the  ills  which  had 
hitherto  beset  his  pathway,  and  retaining  a  warm  regard  for  his 
compatriot  Melyn.  We  have  dwelt  the  more  fully  on  Kuyter's 
case,  not  only  as  an  interesting  passage  in  Harlem's  infantile 
history,  but  because  it  shows  how  the  old  struggle  with  arbi- 
trary power,  which  had  long  convulsed  European  countries,  was 
thus  early  renewed  on  this  free  soil.  Kuyter  was  a  representa- 
tive man.  Many  like  him  held  that  the  people  had  rights  as 
well  as  their  rulers,  and  that  one  of  these,  of  vital  importance  to 
the  colonists,  was  that  of  appeal  to  higher  courts  in  fatherland 
from  yerdicts  rendered  here,  the  denial  of  which  right  was  a 
cause  of  much  public  clamor  against  both  Kief t  and  Stuyvesant. 
Kuyter  had  proved  the  fallacy  of  that  assumption,  and  had 
achieved  a  victory,  not  for  himself  alone,  but  for  the  com- 
munity, for  which  he  was  held  in  highest  respect.* 

*  Isaac  Adriance,  gone  but  not  forgotten,  wati  in  many  respects  and  in 
the  best  sense  another  Kuyter.  **  In  his  life  were  exhibited  Dutch  courage 
and  firmness,  along  with  New  England  enterprise  and  activity.  A  true  t^- 
nevolence  marked  his  character,and  a  high  sense  of  justice.  He  hated  robbery 
and  wrong,  and  set  himself  especially  against  abuses  under  municipal  law. 
He  sought  to  reform  that  law  and  its  administration,  and  had  a  powerful  in- 
flyence  in  doing  so.  He  honored  the  schpolhouse  and  the  church,  and  was 
ever  ready  to  aid  them ;  and  many  a  public  work,  now  deemed  noble  and 
valuable,  owed  its  origin  in  part  to  his  sagacity  and  labor.  Many  a  young 
man  owed  to  his  kind  interest  in  his  welfare  the  course  of  his  after  life,  and 
his  success  in  it.  Hundreds  of  shade-trees  now  adorn  the  streets  and 
avenues  of  Harlem,  planted  by  him.*'  Fond  of  such  matters,  he  had  gath- 
ered a  mass  of  information  relative  to  that  section,  and  especially  to  its  land 
titles,  both  in  Mss.,  and  in  the  storehouse  of  his  retentive  memory  ;  and 
which,  with  an  enlightened  liberality  that  so  distinguished  him,  he  permitted 
the  author  to  make  free  use  of  for  the  compilation  of  this  work.  Mr.  Adri- 
ance  was  b.  Feb.  13,  1794.  in  the  old  Sickels  house  spoken  of  on  4>age  136, 
was  educated  at  Yale,  and  devoted  his  life  to  the  law.  He  d.  Aug.  26, 
1863.  He  was  a  lineal  desc.  of  Adtiaen  Reyerst,  an  early  settler  at  Flatbush, 
L.  I.,  the  son  probably  of  Reyer  Elberts,  from  Utrecht,  whose  w.  by  a  for- 
mer bus.  was  mo.  of  Goosen  Gerritse  van  3chaick,  anc.  of  the  Albany  Van 
Schatcks.  See  Pearson,  Adriaen  Reyersz  came  to  this  country,  as  he  stat- 
ed, in  1646.  He  m.  July  29,  1659,  Anna,  dr.  of  Martin  Schenck,  a  name  of 
celebrity  in  Holland  ;  was  a  leading  man  and  an  elder  at  Flatbush,  and  d. 
Nov.  24,  1710.  One  of  his  chn.,  Elbert,  b.  1663.  settled  in  Flushing,  m. 
1689,  Catalina,  dr.  of  Rem  Vanderbeeck,  anc.  of  the  Remsens,  and  by  her 
had  Rem,  Elbert,  and  Anneke  ;  these  retaining  the  patronymic  (whence 
Adriance),  as  their  surname.  Rem  m.  Sarah,  dr.  of  George  Brinckerhoff ; 
and  d.,  ae.  4oyrs.,  in  1730.  His  sons  were.  Elbert,  i).  1715  ;  George,  1716  ; 
Abraham,  1720 ;  Isaac,  1722  ;  Jacob,  1727;  Rem,  1729.  George,  Abraham,  and 
Isaac  went  to  Ehitchess  Co.  ;  Isaac  m.  Latetia  van  Wyck  and  Ida  Schenck, 
and  was  fa.  of  Rem,  Theodore,  Isaac,  John,  and  Caroline,  who  m.  Charles 
Piatt,  of  Plattsburgh.  John  came  to  Harlem  after  the  Revolution,  m. 
Mary,  dr.  of  John  S.  Sickels,  and  d.  Oct.  23,  1S49,  ^<  ^7  y^s.,  being  the 
father  of  Isaac,  first  named. 
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1651-165(5. 
NEW   EFFORTS,    BUT  SAD   FAILURES. 

KUYTER'S  thoughts  now  turned  wistfully  toward  his  de- 
serted bouwery  at  Zegendal,  which  stood  in  danger  of  for- 
feiture for  non-improvement.  He  longed  to  make  one  more 
attempt  to  occupy  his  broad  acres,  if  by  the  favor  of  Heaven 
he  might  retrieve  the  misfortunes  of  the  dozen  checkered  years 
that  had  passed  since  his  eye  first  rested  with  delight  upon  that 
lovely  spot.  But  his  unaided  means  were  inadequate  to  the 
effort.  His  house  and  bams  must  be  rebuilt,  the  soil  agaiYi 
brought  under  the  plow.  The  course  he  took  to  eflfect  it  is  ex- 
plained in  the  following  instrument. 

This  day,  the  28d  of  September  1651,  a  friendly  agreement  was  made 
between  Mr.  Jochem  Pietbrsen  Kuyter,  a  free  merchant  on  one  side  ; 
and  the  Hon.  Petrus  Stuyvesant,  Director  General  of  New  Netherlands 
Curacao,  and  its  dependencies,  Lucas  Rodbnburo,  (Jovemor  of  Curacao, 
and  CoRNELis  De  Potter,  free  merchant,  of  the  other  side,  concerning 
a  piece  of  land  lying  on  Manhattan  Island,  and  belonp^ing  to  said  Jochem 
Pietersen  Ku^er,  named  Zegendal^  or  by  the  Indians  called  Schorrahin^ 
bounded  on  the  south  by  land  of  William  Beeckman,  Lieutenant  of  the 
Burgher  Company  at  this  place,  and  westward  by  the  bounds  of  the  Hon. 
Johannes  La  Montague,  so  on  in  a  north  course  to  the  first  rock,  and 
on  the  east  to  the  Great  Ball ;  having  to  the  west  toward  the  North 
River,  a  meadow  of  three  or  four  morgen  ;  the  aforesaid  land  containing 
about  two  hundred  morgen,  yet  not  precisely  known,  but  remaining  to 
be  ascertained  with  more  accuracy  ;  on  the  following  conditions,  viz  : 

That  said  Kuyter  shall  cede,  transport  and  convey  to  the  said  Stuy- 
vesant, Rodenburg  and  De  Potter  the  three  fourth  parts  of  said  land, 
being  one  fourth  part  for  each,  while  the  said  Euyter  retains  one  fourth 
part  for  himself,  and  to  his  own  behoof,  upon  condition  that  the  said 
kuyter  shall  receive  from  the  aforesaid  gentlemen  the  sum  of  One 
Thousand  Carolus  Guilders,  of  which  sum  each  of  said  gentlemen  is  to 
pay  a  third  part,  with  the  understanding  that  the  said  money  is  to  be 
employed  at  once  in  the  cultivation  of  the  said  land  ;  which  land  is  to 
remain  undivided,  until  it  is  agreed  by  a  majority  of  those  interested, 
to  make  a  partition  of  the  shares. 
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'  Daring  which  time  "said  Jochem  Pietersen  Kuyter  is  to  remain  the 
cultivator  and  superintendent  of  all  the  land,  to  the  greatest  profit  and 
best  advantage  of  all  interested,  among  whom  he  is  to  distribute  the 
profits  in  equal  shares,  whether  such  profits  come  from  grain,  stock,  or 
otherwise.  It  being  understood,  however,  that  the  wife  of  Jochem  Pie- 
tersen Kuyter  may  keep  for  her  family  some  hens  and  ducks.  The  said 
Kuyter  shall  receive  for  his  services,  as  cultivator,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  guilders  (per  annum),  that  is  to  say,  each  of  the  three  co-partners 
shall  pay  fifty  guilders. 

And  in  order  to  make  a  good  beginning,  with  God's  assistance,  there 
shall  be  built  at  the  expense  of  said  partners,  on  the  land  aforesaid,  a 
suitable  dwelling  house  to  acconunodatc  the  said  Kuyter.  But  this  dwell- 
ing house  shall  be  the  property  of  all  the  partners  in  common  ;  and 
Kuyter  shall  keep  a  correct  account  of  all  expenses  connected  therewith, 
and  of  other  expenses,  and  communicate  it  to  the  partners. 

And  it  is  further  stipulated  that  as  soon  as  any  distribution  of  grain  is 
made,  or  that  the  land  shall  be  divided  by  the  partners  aforesaid,  the 
said  Kuyter  shall  previously  receive  his  thousand  guilders  for  the  transfer 
and  cession  of  said  land,  and  when  such  division  shall  take  place,  it  shall 
be  done  by  lot,  without  allowing  any  preference  to  any  of  the  parties. 
Further  stipulated  that  in  case  of  the  absence  of  one  of  the  partners,  an- 
other must  be  put  in  his  place,  and  secondly  that  in  case  the  said  culti- 
vator should  die,  another  may  be  placed  in  his  stead,  though  all  the 
partners  be  not  consulted.  Further,  that  in  case  of  such  decease,  the 
widow  of  the  deceased  shall  succeed  in  his  share,  or  may  transfer  it  to 
one  of  the  partners. 

And  therefore  that  this  contract  may  have  full  effect,  said  Jochem 
Pietersen  Kuyter  transfers  his  lands  to  the  partners  aforesaid,  as  if  he 
had  actually  received  the  stipulated  sum  ;  while  they  on  their  part,  for 
his  security,  submit  their  persons  and  property,  real  and  personal,  present 
and  future,  to  the  control  of  any  court  of  justice.  In  witness  whereof 
it  is  signed  at  New  Amsterdam. 

JocHiEM  Pr.  Kuyter. 
P.  Stuyvesant. 

L.    RODENBURG. 

CoRKELis  De  Potter. 
Witness,  Nicholas  Blaihc. 

In  presence  of  me, 

Jacob  Kip,   Clerk, 


But  the  state  of  the  country  was  becoming  **  more  and  more 
disquieted.  ^^  Under  such  circumstances^  no  wonder  that  Kuy- 
ter hesitated  about  proceeding  to  restore  his  ruined  buildings 
and  fences,  more  especially  as  he  could  show  no  deed  for  his 
lands,  which  had  either  never  been  executed  or  had  been  lost  in 
some  one  of  his  disasters.  This  left  his  boundaries  if  not  his 
title  in  uncertainty.  But,  applying  for  a  groundbrief  and  re- 
ceiving a  favorable  answer  (Montague  and  Van  Tienhoven 
stating  to  the  council  their  knowledge  of  th^  original  grant  by 
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Kieft,  and  its  limits),  Kuyter  was  reassured  on  this  point,  and 
led  to  prosecute  his  work,  though  with  no  slight  misgivings  as 
to  the  result.*  The  farmers  on  the  Flats  had  no  heart  to  make 
improvements  which  in  an  evil  hour  might  be  laid  in  ruins  by 
the  savages,  who,  on  pretext  of  not  having  been  paid  for  their 
lands,  did  not  hesitate,  as  a  chance  offered,  still  to  attack  and 
murder  the  settlers  on  the  scattered  bouweries.  Thus  it  soon 
after  happened  to  Pieter  Beeck,  before  noticed,  formerly  deacon 
and  now  one  of  the  selectmen,  to  which  office  he  and  Kuyter  had 
recently  been  appointed.  He  and  three  workmen,  while  en- 
gaged at  his  bouwery  near  Hellgate,,  May  17th,  1652,  were  sur- 
prised by  savages  and  all  cruelly  murdered. 

Kuyter,  Beeckman  and  others  were  threatened  to  have  their 
bouweries  burned,  should  no  satisfaction  be  given.  Montague 
was  otherwise  embarrassed.  Heavily  indebted  to  the  company 
and  burdened  with  a  large  family,  he  was  dependent  upon  the 
director  or  government  for  a  meagre  support,  and  had  no  means 
to  expend  on  his  deserted  plantation.  Many  persons  who  would 
have  undertaken  new  bouwerios  were  kept  from  doing  so 
"  through  dread  of  the  Indians  and  their  threats.*'  The  public 
disquietude  was  greatly  enhanced  during  this  year  and  the  next 
by  absurd  rumors  that  the  Dutch  authorities  were  plotting  with 
the  Indians  to  cut  off  the  English  residents  in  and  near  Manhat- 
tan ;  reports  which  had  well  nigh  caused  a  rupture  with  the 
New  England  colonies,  and  so  wrought  upon  some  of  the  neigh- 
boring English  settlers  upon  Long  Island  that  they  left  hastily 
and  took  refuge  in  Connecticut.  As  the  natural  effect  of  this 
state  of  things,  no  new  bouweries  had  thus  far  "  been  formed  on 
the  Island  of  Manhattan  during  Director  Stuyvesant's  admin- 
istration," though  "  some  had  been  abandoned.'' 

Kuyter  in  the  mean  time  won  for  himself  a  large  share  of 

*  "  JocHEM  Kuyter,  by  petition,  reiquested  a  groundbrief  for  his  lands 
which  the  Hon.  Dr.  W.  Kieft,  deceased,  gave  him  in  the  year  1639,  in  July  ; 
and  which  were  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Montagne  and  the  Secretary. 

'*  The  Director  and  Council  ans^uer  :  The  applicant  is  directed  to  take  ajcopy 
of  his -groundbrief  from  the  register  book  of  the  groundbriefs,  where  the 
Director  and  Council  think  the  same  is  recorded.  If  it  is  not,  he  shall  be 
preferred  before  others,  and  a  new  groundbrief  of  his  lands  be  executed .;  in 
case  the  petitioner  remains  inclined,  according  to  promise,  again  to  impixnre 
and  cultivate  his  lands.  Done  in  meeting  of  the  Director  and  Council,  the 
29th  January  1652- "     Extract  from  Council  Minutes. 
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fte  public  favor  as  one  foremost  in  the  ehnreh,  and  since  he  was 
chosen,  January  30th,  1652,  an  eflBcient  member  of  the  board  of 
selectmen.  Affcer  this,  on  an  important  occasion,  Stnyvesant 
honored  him  with  a  request  to  sit  with  the  council.  Indeed  it 
excited  surprise  that  one  '*  whom  the  director  formerly,  for  the 
affair  of  the  selectmen,  did  publicly  banish  the  country  with 
tinging  of  the  bell,"  should  have  been  reinstated  in  the  same 
office,  and  also  in  the  eldership.  But  a  new  honor  was  now 
conferred  upon  him,  a  seat  among  the  schepens  of  New  Amster- 
dam, on  the  first  institution  of  that  office  here  in  1653.  Usually 
present  at  their  sittings,  so  valued  were  his  counsels  that  on 
some  special  occasions  a  messenger  was  sent  to  Zegendal  to  so- 
licit his  attendance.  But  on  March  2d,  1654,  he  met  with  the 
city  council  for  the  last  time.  The  threats  of  the  Indians  were 
now  to  be  put  in  execution.  Only  a  few  days  after,  the  savages 
mnrdered  him  in  his  house  on  his  bouwery.  Secure  in  their 
city  home,  his  family  were  sparred  his  fate.* 

Kuyter's  death  caused  a  profound  sensation.  The  com- 
tnnnity  had  lost  a  good  and  useful  member,  and  with  unfeigned 
sorrow  Stuyvesant  announced  the  sad  event  to  the  directors  in 
Holland,  who  responded  with  expressions  of  regret  at  his  un- 
timely death.  Labor  on  the  bouwery  was  necessarily  inter- 
rupted for  a  time.  On  April  22d  following,  Kuyter's  widow, 
Lieentie  Martens,  empowered  two  of  her  friends,  Govert  Loock- 
ermans  and  the  notary  Dirck  Schelluyne,  '*  to  proceed  to  the 
liquidating,  taking  and  fairly  closing  .to  the  final  account 
and  reliquicB,  with  Director  General  Petrus  Stuyvesant,  Hon. 
Xiacas  Rodenbnrg,  and  Mr.  Comelis  De  Potter,  regarding  the 


•  The  Indians  were  resolved  upon  expelling  the  whites  from  thi^  end  of 
tbe  Island,  upon  the  ground  that  they  had  not  been  duly  paid  for  their  lands. 
Tme  the  Indians  bad  sold  the  Island  to  the  company  in  1626,  and  by  virtue 
of  this  purchase  the  government  had  made  the  land  grants  to  the  settlers. 
Of  course  the  latter  deemed  their  title  good  and  valid.  But  it  is  certain  that 
tbe  Indians  did  not  recognize  the  sale  aforesaid  as  a  surrender  of  all  thehr 
rights  and  privileges  on  this  part  of  the  Island.  Perhaps,  grown  wiser  in  a 
^neaeration,  they  saw  that  the  trivial  price  then  paid  them  ($24)  was  no 
equivalent  for  their  rich  maize  land  and  hunting-grounds.  But  they  probably 
claimed  to  have  reserved  (as  they  often  did  in  their  sales)  the  right  of  hunting 
and  planting,  because  in  after  years  the  Harlem  people  so  far  admitted  their 
pretensions  as  to  make  them  further  compensation.  Well  had  it  been  for 
the  colonists  had  they  earlier  given  heed  to  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  Indians 
jLod  done  something  to  remove  it. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


178  HI8T0RT  OF  HARLEM. 

lands  named  Zegendal,  belonging  to  her  deceased  husband,  with 
the  effects,  as  they  were  farmed  and  cultivated  by  her  said  hus- 
band in  company  with  the  above  named  gentleman,  pursuant  to 
contract  dated  the  23d  September,  1651.'- 

These  managed  to  keep  the  farm  under  tillage,  while  the 
widow,  in  the  persons  of  other  friends,  gave  bonds  for  the  de- 
livery of  the  grain  which  should  be  raised,  in  satisfaction  of  the 
claims  of  the  several  partners.  For  two  summers  the  farm 
work  went  on,  the  sowing,  reaping,  and  gathering  the  ripened 
harvest ;  not,  however,  without  much  distrust  of  the  wily  sav- 
ages- and  fears  for  their  personal  safety.  So  insecure  was  it 
considered  that  the  sureties  for  Mrs.  Kuyter  required  of  the 
other  owners  indemnity  bonds  **for  all  losses  and  interests 
which  should  occur  through  fire,  robbery,  or  other  unexpecttil 
accident,  either  to  the  lands  of  the  late  Kuyter  or  to  the 
crops.  *'  These  apprehensions  of  further  trouble  from  the  Ind- 
ians  weref  well  grounded.  This  island  and  its  vicinity  now  of 
a  sudden  became  the  scene  of  ruthless  massacres. 

Very  early  one  morning,  September  15th,  1655,  sixty-four 
canoes  of  armed  savages  landed  on  the  beach  at  New  Amster- 
dam, and  before  scarcely  any  one  had  risen  scattered  about  the 
town  and  began  to  break  into  the  houses  for  plunder.  All  was 
alarm  and  confusion,  and  to  make  matters  worse,  Stuyvesant 
was  absent,  having  departed  on  an  expedition  to  the  Delaware 
a  few  days  before,  taking  with  him  most  of  the  garrison.  The 
members  of  the  council  finally  prevailed  with  the  chiefs  and 
their  people  to  withdraw  from  the  city,  but  at  evening  they  re- 
turned, and  a  skirmish  took  place  between  them  and  the  Dutch 
soldiers,  blood  flowing  on  both  sides.  The  now  enraged  Indians 
departed,  but  on  that  doleful  night  began  a  horrible  slaughter 
of  the  settlers,  full  fifty  of  whom  fell  within  three  days,  while 
over  an  hundred,  mostly  women  and  children,  were  carried  into 
captivity. 

Hordes  of  armed  savages,  thirsting  for  blood,  swept  over 
these  Flats,  slaying  the  settlers,  plundering  and  burning  their 
houses,-  and  devastating  their  bouweries.  Comelis  Claessen 
Swits,  whose  father,  as  we  have  seen,  had  been  killed  by  an 
Indian,  now  owned  the  farm  on  the  Flats  originally  granted  to 
Isaac  do  Forest,  but  which  Swits  had  purchased  from  Beeckman, 
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March  10th,  1653>  selling  the  latter  in  exchange  his  plantation 
near  Curler's  Hook,  later  known  as  the  "  Delancey  Farms."  * 
Since  his  good  vrouw  Adriana  had  lost  her  father,  Comelis 
Trommels,  of  Hengerskerk,  a  qniet  hamlet  in  the  Island  of 
Schouwen,  what  changes  she  had  experienced  !  Left  an  orphan 
to  the  care  of  a  guardian  at  Brouwershayen,  she  had,  after 
other  vicissitudes,  found  a  home  on  these  beautiful  but  solitary 
plains,  having  since  her  arrival  here  inherited  some  property 

'  *  Wtlhelmus  Beeckman,  whose  desc,  numerous  and  highly  respectable, 
have  usually  written  their  name  Beekman^  was  a  son  of  Hendrick  Beeckman, 
by  his  w.  Mary,  dr.  of  the  excellent  Wilhelmus  Baudartius,  annalist,  and 
pastor  at  Zutphen,  in  Gelderland,  at  which  place  our  Beeckman  was  b.  April 
28,  1623.  Holgate  {Am*  Gentalogy)  says  he  was  b.  at  Hasselt,  in  Overyssel, 
but  Beeckman's  marriage  entry  in  the  N.  Y.  Coll.  Chh.  Rec,  more  reliable 
as  indited  by  himself,  says  at  Zutphen.  Coming  out  to  Manhattan,  in 
1647,  to  serve  as  a  clerk  for  the  W.  I.  Comp.,  the  next  year  he  exchanged 
this  for  a  mercantile  life,  and  the  year  ioUowing  m.  a  young  lady  from 
Amsterdam.  Catharine,  dr.  of  Hendrick  de  Boog.  Being  **an  honest  and 
polite  man,"  he  was  elected  schepen  in  it>53,  and  began  a  long  and  honor- 
able public  service.  His  *'  ability,  piety,  and  experience"  gained  him  the 
position  of  Vice  Director  on  the  Delaware,  which  he  held  from  1658  to 
1663.  Then  recalled  and  made  sheriff  at  Esopus,  he  served  as  such  till 
the  close  of  Gov.  Lovelace's  rule,  when  he  engaged  in  the  brewing  busi- 
ness at  the  Smith's  Fly,  in  N.  Y.  Filling  an  alderman's  seat  much  of  the 
time,  till  his  final  retirement  in  1696,  and  having  also  served  as  an  elder 
both  at  Kingston  and  at  N.  Y.,  he  d.  in  this  city  in  his  85th  year,  Sept.  21, 
1707.  He  had  nine  chn.,  viz.,  Maria,  b.  1650,  m.  Nicholas  William  Stuyve- 
sant,  son  of  the  governor  ;  Hendrick,  b.  1652,  Gerardus,  b.  1653.  Cornelia, 
b.  1655,  m.  Capt.  Isaac  van  Vleck  ;  Johannes,  b.  1656,  Jacobus,  b.  1658,  d. 
1679,  William,  b.  1661,  Martinus,  b.  1665,  and  Catharine,  b.  1668,  who  m. 
Gerard  Duyckinck,  as  per  Holgate,  p.  75.  Of  these,  Martinus  is  not  again 
named,  unless  he  that  joined  the  military  force  sent  by  Leisier  to  Albany  in 
1690.  William^  who  united  with  the  N.  Y.  church  in  168 1,  became  a  Laba- 
dist.  Johannes^  *' a  mariner,"  m.  in  1685  Aeltie,  dr.  of  Thomas  Popinga, 
from  Groningen,  and  in  1699  removed  to  Kingston,  N.  Y.  ;  issue  William, 
Thomas,  Johannes,  Hendrick,  Mary,  Catharine,  Rachel.  Hendnck^  who 
also  settled  in  Kingston,  m.  1681  Johanna,  wid.  of  Joris  Davidsen  and  dr. 
of  Capt.  Jacob  Loper  ;  issue  William,  Catharine,  Hendrick,  and  Cornelia. 
G^rardus^  M.D.,  of  Flatbush  and  N.  Y.,  m.  Oct.  25,  1677,  Magdalena,  dr.  of 
Stoffel  Janse  Abeel,  of  Albany.  He  d.  Oct.  10,  1723.  His  chn.  were  Wil- 
liam,  b.  Jan.  25,  1679,  d.  young ;  Christopher,  b.  Jan.  4,  1681,  m.  Mary,  dr. 
of  Abram  Delanoy ;  Adrian,  b.  Aug.  22,  1682,  m.  Aletta  Lispenard  and 
Lucretia  De  Key  ;  William,  M.D.,  b.  Aug.  8,  1684,  m.  Catharine,  dr.  of  Peter 
Delanoy  ;  Jacobus,  M.D.,  b.  Aug.  7.  1687,  m.  Elizabeth,  dr.  of  Johannes  de 
Pcyster ;  Catharine,  b.  May  25,  1689,  m.  Charles  Le  Roux  ;  Gerardus,  b. 
June  9,  1693,  m.  Anna  Maria  Van  Home  and  Catharine  Provoost ;  Cor- 
nelia, b.  May  25,  1698,  m.  Richard  Van  Dam  ;  Hendrick,  of  N.  Y.,  merchant, 
b.  Dec.  II,  1701,  d.  unm.  Sept.  4,  1743  ;  and  Maria,  b.  Jan.  10,  1704,  m. 
Jacob  Walton.  Our  distinguished  New  York  Beekmans  have  been  chiefly  of 
this  branch.  For  fuller  details  consult  Holgate's  mainly  accurate  account 
before  cited,  and  also  Our  Home,  which  contains  a  valuable  but  not  faultless 
article  upon  the  Beekman  family. 
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from  an  annt  in  Zeeland.  She  was  now  the  mother  of  five 
children  between  the  ages  of  three  and  fifteen  years.  Swits  had 
built  him  a  hoiise^  and  labored  hard  upon  his  farm  of  fifty  mor- 
gen,  in  clearing  the  land,  etc.,  hoping  by  patient  industry  to 
cancel  a  debt  of  seven  hundred  guilders  due  the  West  India 
Company  for  commodities  advanced  to  him.  His  good  friend 
Tobias  Teunissen  was  equally  busy  on  the  bouwery  near  Spuyten 
Duyvel.  His  present  wife,  whom  he  had  married  in  1649,  was  a 
daughter  of  Claes  Boone,  of  Amsterdam,  at  which  place  her 
mother,  Beatrice  Hermans,  was  still  living,  on  the  Boomstraat 
Jannetie  also  had  had  her  trials,  having  lost  a  former  husband, 
Urbane  Leursen,  with  whom  she  had  come  to  New  Netherland 
(we  think  he  perished  in  the  Princess,  on  board  which  he  had 
served),  and  who  left  her  with  three  children,  other  three  being 
added  after  she  married  Tobias,  though  but  one  was  surviving, 
namely  Teunis,  now  between  four  and  five  years  of  age. 

These  two  households  felt  the  full  force  of  the  Indian  raid. 
Being  "  miserably  surprised  by  the  cruel,  barbarous  savages,'' 
both  Swits  and  Teunissen  were  massacred,  their  goods  plundered 
or  burned,  and  their  terrified  wives  and  little  ones  captured  and 
hurried  away  to  their  haunts  in  the  forest.  The  crops  on  the 
bouweries  were  destroyed,  and  the  cattle  either  killed,  driven  oflf, 
or  left  to  wander  in  the  woods.  The  same  scene  was  enacted  at 
the  Kuyter  bouwery.  The  grain,  etc.,  was  burned,  but,  sadder 
still,  the  widow  Kuyter,  now  the  wife  of  Willem  Jansen,  from 
Heerde,  in  Gelderland,  also  fell  a  victim  to  savage  fury,  though 
.the  husband  by  some  means  escaped.'*' 

The  Indians  had  threatened  ''to  root  out  the  Dutch,**  and 
well  they  kept  their  word ;  nor  did  they  spare  the  English 

*  JocHiEM  PiETERSEN  KuYTER  was  no  ordinary  man.  His  career  was 
one  oi  those  not  so  rare  in  human  history,  which  seem  a  failure  in  the  Ugfat 
of  worldly  ambition,  but  when  viewed  from  a  higher  standpoint,  both  a  success 
and  a  triumph.  Not  in  his  laudable  efforts  to  subdue  the  wilderness,  but  by 
his  bold  defense  of  popular  rights,  he  conferred  invaluable  benefits  upon  \o& 
fellow-colonists  and  those  succeeding  them,  and  which  entitles  him  to  a  place 
on  the  roll  of  public  benefactors.  Kuyter  should  have  a  memorial  in  Central 
Park.  It  is  an  interesting  query  whether  his  desc.  do  not  compose  the 
highly  respectable  family  of  Keator,  seated  very  early  in  Marbletown^  Ulster 
Co.,  most  patriotic  '*  associators*'  in  behalf  of  independence  in  1775,  thougti 
now  widely  scattered,  some  having  Anglicized  their  name  into  Cator.  These 
are  traced  back  to  Melchert  Claesz  Keeter^  b.  at  Amsterdam,  who  m.,  in  1674, 
wid.  Susanna  Richards,  from  Oxford,  and  settled  in  Marbletown. 
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either.  All  the  neighboring  settlements'  were  also  swept  off. 
The  lands  of  Vander  Donck,  **  bordering  on  our  island,  and 
only  parted  from  it  by  a  small  creek,  in  some  places  passable 
at  low  water,'*  had  been  "  divided  and  settled  by  his  children 
and  associates,  in  yarions  plantations  and  farms,  but  which  in 
the  massacre  were  abandoned."  The  occupants  of  Jonas 
Bronck's  land  met  with  no  better  fate.  Adjoining  to  Bronck's 
land  lay  Cornell's  Neck  ;  its  patentee,  Thomas  Cornell,  an  Eng- 
lishman from  Herefordshire,  who  had  served  the  company  as  a 
soldier,  "  was  driven  off  his  lands  by  the  barbarous  violence  of 
the  Indians,  who  burned  his  house  and  goods  and  destroyed  his 
cattle."  On  Long  Island  side  the  house  and  plantation  of 
WiUiam  Hallett,  another  Englishman,  opposite  Hoom's  Hook, 
"  were  laid  waste  by  the  Indians.'"  Their  canoes  kept  prowling 
about  Hellgate,  and  on  October  13th  about  thirty  savages 
stealthily  approached  the  house  of  Hallett's  neighbor,  Pieter  An- 
driessen,  living  at  the  present  Ravenswood,  and  the  same  who 
came  over  with  Bronck.  He  and  five  other  persons  who  chanced 
that  day  to  be  at  his  house  were  attacked,  four  of  the  six 
wounded,  and  all  captured  ;  the  savages  then  having  the  effron- 
tery to  send  two  of  them  to  New  Amsterdam,  with  an  offer  to 
release  the  others  on  receiving  some  guns,  ammunition,  etc., 
which  they  demanded. 

In  a  few  days  the  Indians,  having  glutted  their  revenge,  and 
willing  to  get  the  captives  off  their  hands,  made  overtures, 
which  resulted  in  the  ransom,  during  the  month  of  October,  of 
a  large  number,  but  the  families  of  Teunissen  and  Swits  were 
not  included.  Meanwhile  Stuyvesant  having  returned  from  the 
•  conquest"  of  the  Swedish  colony  on  the  Delaware,  his  soldiers 
were  ready  for  an  exterminating  war  upon  the  Indians,  and 
which  some  strongly  advised.  But  this  was  opposed  by  Mon- 
tagne  in  the  council,  on  the  ground  of  their  weakness.  '^  If,"  he 
urged  with  a  convincing  logic,  **  we  have  no  power  to  prosecute 
a  war,  then  it  becomes  necessary  that  we  remain  quiet  till  we 
shall  obtain  it,  and  meanwhile  not  to  place  too  much  confi- 
dence in  the  Indians.  As  for  the  great  damage  we  have 
BiLffered  from  the  savages,  I  know  of  no  remedy,  because  repara- 
tion seems  not  to  be  had  from  them  either  by  war  or  peace ;  and 
with  respect  to  the  captives,  experience  has  taught  us  that  they 
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cannot  be  recovered  without  a  ransom. ' '  This  moderate  and  dis- 
creet advice  met  the  approval  of  the  director  himself,  who  also 
expressed  his  opinion  that  the  first  attack  upon  the  Dutch  was 
not  premeditated,  but  was  provoked  by  a  ^^  too  hasty  rashness 
on  the  part  of  a  few  hot-headed  spirits.'' 

Parties  were  sent  out  to  bury  the  dead  and  collect  the  stray 
stock.  Such  a  scene  was  presented  of  poor  slaughtered  re- 
mains, blackened  ruins,  and  general  devastation  as  appalled 
the  hearts  even  of  brave  soldiers.  Some  of  the  cattle  belonging 
to  the  murdered  Swits  were  found  in  the  woods,  brought  in  and 
cared  for.  And  toward  the  close  of  November  his  widow  and 
children,  with  those  of  Teunissen,  were  happily  restored  to 
their  friends  at  New  Amsterdam.*  The  hostile  attitude  of  the 
Indians  and  the  fear  ^*  of  being  again  as  suddenly  surprised'' 
were  an  effectual  bar  to  any  present  attempt  at  rebuilding  the 
ruined  habitations  on  the  Flats.  Indeed,  such  of  the  settlers 
as  survived  were  impoverished  ;  *^  dispossessed  of  their  proper- 
ties, and  not  left  wherewith  to  provide  food  and  clothing." 
And  though  others,  having  courage  and  means,  would  venture 
upon  these  lands  and  run  the  hazard,  they  were  now  wholly 
prevented  from  so  doing  by  an  ordinance  of  the  director  and 
council,  passed  January  18th,  1656,  which  prohibited  all  per- 
sons from  dwelling  in  exposed  situations,  and  required  the  farm- 
ers upon  isolated  bouweries  to  forthwith  remove,  with  their 
families,  into  the  nearest  village,  where  they  could  abide  more 
safely,  be  able  to  act  in  concert  in  case  of  danger,  and  go  out  in 
armed  parties  to  till  their  lands  and  gather  their  crops. 

Such  an  ordinance  was  a  necessity.  The  history  of  settlement 
on  these  Flats,  up  to  this  period,  presented  but  a  series  of  ad- 
versities,  and  it  was  time  to  arrest  these  single-handed  attempts 
to  plant  bouweries,  costing  as  they  had  so  many  valuable  lives. 
Need  we  recount  the  gloomy  roll  of  the  dead  ? — De  Forest,  the 

♦  Tobias  Teunissen.  with  no  such  culture  as  shone  forth  in  Kujrter,  yet 
possessed  measurably  those  sterling  qualities  needed  to  battle  manfully  with 
adversities^  and  he  deserves  honorable  mention  among  those  pioneer  settlers 
by  whose  toils  and  sacrifices  the  way  was  paved  for  the  ultimate  success  of 
the  settlement.  His  wid.  m.  Thomas  Verdon,  of  Brooklyn,  where  both  joined 
the  chh.  in  i66i.  Her  son  Teunis  Tobias,  b.  in  165 1,  was  living  in  16^, 
on  his  farm  at  Gowanus  {Deeds,  Brooklyn,  vol.  i  :  313),  but  search  and  in- 
quiry fail  to  trace  him  farther.  Perhaps  his  desc.  compose  the  Tobias  family, 
found  from  an  early  date  in  the  States  of  N.  J.  and  N.  Y. 
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pioneer^  the  respected  Van  Rossuniy  the  excellent  Beeck  and 
Knyter,  the  indusfcrions  and  worthy  Tennissen  and  Swits  ! 
Governor  Bodenburg,  one  of  Kuyter's  partners,  also  died  about 
this  time.  Claessen  of  Hoom's  Hook,  after  his  yisit  to  Holland 
for  redress  of  personal  grievances  charged  upon  Kieft  and  Stny- 
vesant,  returned  no  more  to  his  plantation.  Willem  Bont  and 
Matthys  Jansen  had  gone  to  Fort  Orange,  as  also  Dr.  Montagne, 
who  with  exhausted  means  and  no  prospect  of  any  returns  from 
his  wasted  bouwery  had  gladly  accepted  the  honorable  position 
of  vice-director  at  that  place.* 

Bereft  of  inhabitants  and  desolated  by  firebrand  and  toma- 
hawk ;  the  current  rumors  of  Indian  threats  which  still  agi- 
tated the  public  mind,  the  prohibition  against  isolated  settle- 
ments, and  the  complications  arising  in  regard  to  the  interests 
and  estates  of  the  persons  slain  in  the  late  massacres  were  so 
many  barriers  in  the  way  of  any  immediate  effort  to  rescue  these 
fertile  plains  and  primeval  forests  from  the  wildness  of  nature. 

♦  SiBOUT  Claessen,  first  proprietor  of  Hoom's  Hook,  showed  strength  of 
character  by  his  resolute  stand  against  the  assumptions  of  Stuyvesant.  It 
accords  with  the  belief  that  his  parents  were  Friesans — most  stalwart  and 
strong-minded  of  Netherlanders — and  had  removed  to  Hoom  before  his  birth  ; 
for  Sibout  was  no  doubt  cousin-german  to  Harck  Siboutsen,  from  Lange- 
dyk,  on  the  river  Kuinre,  in  the  district  of  Zevenwolden,  or  Seven  Forests. 
See  **  Cronkhite  Family,**  Annals  of  Newtown^  p.  316.  Claessen  m.  in  1645 
Susannah,  dr.  of  Jan  van  Schunenburg  and  wid.  of  Aert  Teunisz  van  Pqtten, 
before  noticed.  After  returning  from  Holland  he  lived  in  N.  Y.  till  his  d. 
in  1680.  He  left  1000  gl.,  wampum  value,  to  the  Dutch  chh.,  of  which  he 
and  w.  were  mem.,  and  his  remaining  estate  on  the  decease  of  his  w.  to  her 
drs.  by  Teunissen,  viz.,  Wyntie,  w.  of  Simon  BarenUen^  and  Susannah,  w. 
of  Reynier  WiUemsen, 
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1656-1660. 

NEW  HABBLEK  FOUNDED  ;  ITS  CO0RT  AND  CHURCH. 

AN  interesting  period  in  our  history  is  that  which  gave 
origin  to  the  village  of  Harlem.  This  inviting  section  of 
Manhattan  was  to  be  peopled  and  cultivated  ;  but  by  some  new 
and  more  efficient  mode  than  that  already  tried,  fruitful  only  in 
unrequited  labor,  the  waste  of  property,  and  the  loss  of  precious 
lives.  It  could  only  be  done  by  the  direct  aid  of  government. 
The  farm  owners  were  nearly  all  dead ;  their  estates  insolvent. 
La  Montague  and  Swits,  having  had  large  advances  from  the  pub- 
lic stores  to  supply  the  wants  of  their  families^  were  deeply  in- 
debted to  the  company  :  Swits  in  the  sum  of  seven  hundred 
guilders,  to  satisfy  which,  with  "  other  debts,"  he  left  nothing 
but  his  ruined  bouwery.  Dr.  La  Montague,  as  early  as  1652,  was 
reputed  to  be  owing  the  company  "  several  thousand  guilders." 
As  Vice-Direqtor,  his  salary  of  six  hundred  florins,  with  an  extra 
allowance  for  board  of  two  hundred  florins  per  annum  (increased 
in  1659  to  three  hundred),  proving  inadequate  to  his  support, 
things  had  gone  from  bad  to  worse,  and  were  fast  tending  to 
that  crisis  in  his  affairs  which,  in  1662,  wrung  from  him  the 
touching  admission  to  Stuyvesant,  that  he  had  not  the  means  of 
providing  bread  for  his  family,  and  being  sixty-eight  years  of 
age,  was  reduced  to  penury  and  want 

The  Kuyter  heirs  were  in  no  better  caae,  and  '*  divers  persons 
interested  in  the  estate"  began  to  clamor  for  its  settlement. 
Proceedings  to  this  end  were  begun  soon  after  Mrs.  Kuyter 's 
death  ;  when,  on  a  petition  from  Gov.  Stuyvesant,  "  relative  to 
certain  share  belonging  to  him,"  the  burgomasters  ordered 
"that  an  inventory  be  taken  of  the  lands,  housed. and  other 
effects  of  the  deceased  Jochem  Pietersen  Kuyter,  and  of  hi^ 
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widow,  she  having  remarried,  and  being  now  dead  ;  so  that  his 
Honor,  as  well  as  the  other  private  creditors,  may  obtain  justice." 
Next  came  a  claim,  preferred  against  one  of  Mrs.  Kuyter's  sur- 
eties by  Cornelis  De  Potter,  for  a  balance  due  him,  which  was  to 
have  been  paid  in  grain  from  the  farm  ;  but  the  court  rejected 
the  demand,  upon  the  ground  that  "  the  grain  had  been  de- 
stroyed in  the  troubles  with  the  Indians,"  and  De  Potter  had 
covenanted  not  to  hold  the  bail  responsible  for  any  default  aris- 
ing from  such  losses. 

Two  years  passed,  when  the  plans  having  matured  for  closing 
up  the  estate  of  "  Jochem  Pietersen  Kuyter  and  Leentie  Mar- 
tens  his  wife,  killed  by  the  Indians,"  their  city  residence  on  the 
Heere  Graft  was  put  up  at  public  sale  by  the  administrators, 
January  12th,  1658,  and  struck  off  to  one  of  the  schepens,  Hen- 
drick  Jansen  Vander  Vin,  later  a  resident  of  Harlem,  to  whom, 
en  February  14th,  the  burgomasters  gave  a  deed. 

As  to  the  Zegendal  lands  and  others  adjacent,  the  Director 
and  Council,  with  a  just  regard  for  all  the  interests  involved, 
both  of  a  public  and  private  nature,  resolved  upon  forming  a 
village  there,  by  laying  out  suitable  building  and  farming  lots, 
to  be  sold  to  settlers  at  a  fixed  price  per  morgen,  and  to  apply 
the  moneys  so  derived  for  the  benefit  of  the  late  proprietors, 
their  heirs  or  creditors.  The  Van  Keulen  tract,  besides  the  Kuy- 
ter lands,  was  to  be  disposed  of,  with  the  Swits  bouwery  lying 
between  them  ;  and  the  cleared  portion  of  the  letter  was  fixed 
upon  as  the  village  site.*    As  Stuyvesant  owned  a  fourth  part  of 

*  Cornelis  Claessen  Swits,  whose  history,  with  that  of  his  fa.,  as 
before  related,  challenges  romance,  had  lo  chn.  ;  of  whom  reached  maturity 
only  Claes,  b.  1640,  Isaac,  b.  1642,  Jacob,  b.  1645,  Apollonia,  b.  1648,  and 
Cornelis,  b.  1651.  His  wid.  had  one  or  more  chn.  by  her  second  hus.  ; 
Albert  Leenderts.  Apollonia  Swits  m.  Jan  Thomasz  Aken,  and  their  dr. 
m.  Vincent  Delamontagne.  Claes  Swits  was  accidentally  killed  at  Albany 
in  1663.  Cornelis  joined  the  church  at  Kingston,  Ulster  Co^,  in  1678,  was 
afterwards  an  elder,  and  d.  1734,  in  the  town  of  Rochester,  leaving  only  his 
wid.,  Jannetie,  dr.  of  Tjerck  De  Witt. 

Isaac  Cornelissen  Swits,  the  only  son,  as  far  as  is  known,  who  left  desc. , 
was  familiarly  called  "  Kleyn  Isaac,"  or  Little  Isaac.  He  settled  at  Sche- 
nectady, where  his  posterity  have  been  among  the  most  respectable  residents. 
By  his  w.,  Susanna,  dr.  of  Simon  Groot,  he  had  8  chn.,  of  whom  need  be 
named  only  Cornelius,  Simon,  and  Jacob  ;  all  of  whom  left  desc.  At  the  sack 
of  Schenectady  by  the  French  and  Indians,  Feb.  8,  1690,  Isaac,  for  the 
second  time,  became  a  captive,  he  and  his  eldest  son  Cornelius,  ic.  ab.  12 
yrs.,  being  taken  with  other  prisoners  to  Canada  ;  but  after  five  months'  cap- 
tivity Isaac  escaped,  reaching  Albany,  July  9,  and  was  soon  followed  by  his 
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the  Kuyter  tract,  he  reserved  his  share,  probably  to  avoid  un- 
pleasant complicatious  ;  so  that  only  150  roorgen  of  this  tract 
were  to  be  laid  out  into  lots.  These  lauds  being  deemed  ample 
for  the  wants  of  the  proposed  village  for  some  time  to  come,  the 
Vredendal  or  Montague  farm  was  not  as  yet  included  ;  in  fact, 
it  was  held  that  **  it  could  not  be  from  thence  conveniently  cul- 
tivated, being  over  a  kill." 

The  government  had  another  important  object  in  view  besides 
that  of  obtaining  its  dues,  or  promoting  the  settlement  of  this 
district.  This  was  to  enhance  the  safety  of  the  city  of  New 
Amsterdam,  as  would  naturally  result  from  planting  a  strong 
village,  with  a  garrison,  on  this  frontier  end  of  the  island.  But 
in  carrying  out  this  design,  as  already  hinted,  neither  the  honest 
efforts  of  the  late  owners  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  their 
grants  by  improving  their  lands,  neither  their  misfortunes  and 
heavy  losses,  were  lost  sight  of.  True,  these  lands  had  been 
granted  subject  to  the  imperative  condition  that  the  soil  should 
be  brought  under  tillage.  By  such  means  were  the  resources  of 
the  country  to  be  developed,  its  growth  promoted.  Not  to  com- 
ply with  this  condition  was  ordinarily  to  forfeit  the  grant,  even 
though  a  patent  had  issued  ;  in  which  case  the  government  felt 

son.  Gov.  Leisler  shortly  after  gave  Swits  a  commission  as  Heut.  of  militia. 
While  he  was  in  Canada  a  fort  was  built  on  his  lot  in  Schenectady,  in  lieu  of 
which  he  was  granted  looo  acres  along  the  east  side  of  the  Mohawk,  for 
which  he  also  got  a  deed  from  the  Indians  Aug.  i6,  1707.  He  survived  this 
only  about  a  month,  but  this  purchase  was  confirmed  to  his  son  Cornelius,  as 
his  heir  at  law,  by  patent  of  Apl.  14,  1708.  Cornelius^  in  1702,  m.  Hester 
Fisher,  and  lived  in  Albany.  Simon  m.  Gesina  Beekman  in  1711,  and 
resided  at  Schenectady  The  other  br.,  Jacob  Swits,  of  Schenectady,  b.  1695, 
m.  1 719,  Helena  De  Witt,  of  Esopus,  by  whom  he  had  issue,  Isaac,  b.  1720, 
Andries,  1723,  Susanna,  1726,  Jannetie,  1727,  Abraham,  1730,  Cornelius, 
1733.  ^^^  Maria,  1737.  Abraham,  known  as  Major  Swits,  at  eighteen  yrs. 
distinguished  himself  for  his  courage  on  the  day  of  the  Bockendal  battle, 
when  the  Indians  killed  32  of  the  best  men  of  Schenectady.  In  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  he  held  a  commission  as  "  First  Major  of  the  Regiment  of 
Militia,  of  which  Abraham  Wemple  is  Colonel,"  dated  June  20,  1778.  Two 
of  his  sons  bore  arms  in  that  struggle,  viz.,  Walter  and  Jacob,  the  latter 
afterwards  Major  General  of  the  state  militia.  After  the  war  Major  Swits 
resided  in  a  brick  house  on  the  north  comer  of  Maiden  Lane  and  State 
Street.  In  this  house  was  b.  his  gd-son,  the  late  F.  N.  Clute,  of  Herkimer, 
who -always  spoke  with  interest  of  his  gd-fa.  Swits.  Major  Swits  d.  Aug.  17, 
1814,  having  had  thirteen  chn.,  nine  by  his  last  w.  Margaret,  dr.  of  John 
Delamont,  whom  he  m.  Nov.  22,  1760.  Their  son  Jacob,  b.  Nov.  3,  1762, 
was  fa.  of  the  late  Rev.  Abraham  J.  Swits,  of  Schenectady  ;  and  their  dr. 
Susanna,  b.  June  12,  1766,  became  w.  of  Nicholas  F.  Clute,  and  mo.  of  Mr. 
Frederick  N.  Clute  aforesaid,  who  was  b.  at  Schenectady,  March  12,  1797 
and  d.  Dec.  15,  1879.     Sec  Pearson* s  Schenectady  Settlers, 
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warranted^  and  usnallj  did  not  hesitate^  to  reclaim  the  land  and 
give  it  to  others  as  it  pleased.  Bnt  as  manifest  injustice  would 
result  from  applying  the  above  rule  of  forfeiture  to  the  specific 
cases  under  consideration^  where  the  unfortunate  proprietors 
had  done  what  they  could  and  had  failed  through  no  fault  of 
their  own,  it  behooved  the  government,  in  whatever  action  it 
might  take  touching  these  lands,  to  have  a  proper  regard  for  the 
interests  of  the  said  proprietors,  while  exercising  the  usual  pre- 
rogative of  the  civil  power,  the  right  of  eminent  domain^  or  that 
of  judging  how  far  private  interests  and  convenience  must  yield 
to  the  public  necessities ;  and,  under  the  Dutch  rule,  it  had  al« 
ways  been  held  "  that  a  private  farm  or  plantation  ought  never 
to  be  prejudicial  to  a  village/'  How  far  this  measure  was 
agreed  to  by  the  parties  interested,  does  not  appear ;  but  it  cer- 
tainly commended  itself  as  the  readiest  way  to  make  these  other- 
wise useless  lands  yield  them  some  returns,  whereby  to  relieve 
their  indebtedness  to  the  government  and  others.  It  was  this 
conjunction  of  circumstances  that  called  forth  the  following  or- 
dinance : 

The  Director  General  and  Council  op  New  Netherland  hereby 
give  notice,  that  for  the  further  promotion  of  agriculture,  for  the  security 
of  this  Island  and  the  cattle  pasturing  thereon,  as  well  as  for  the  further 
relief  and  expansion  of  this  City  Amsterdam,*  in  New  Netherland,  they 
have  resolved  to  form  a  new  Village  or  Settlement  at  the  end  of  the  Isl- 
land,  and  about  the  land  of  Jochem  Pietersen,  deceased,  and  those  which 
are  cuijoining  to  it.  In  order  that  the  lovers  of  agriculture  may  be  en- 
couraged thereto,  the  proposed  new  Village  aforesaid  is  favored  by  the 
IMreetor-General  and  Council  with  the  following  Privileges  : 

First:  Each  of  the  Inhabitants  thereof  shall  receive  by  lot  in  full  own- 
ership, 18,  20,  to  24,  morgen  of  arable  Land  ;  6  to  8  morgen  of  Meadow  ; 
and  be  exempt  from  Tenths  for  fifteen  years  commencing  next  May ;  on 
condition  that  he  pay  within  the  course  of  three  years,  m  instalments. 
Eight  guilders  for  each  morgen  of  tillable  land  for  the  behoof  of  the  in- 
terested, or  their  creditors,  who  are  now  or  formerly  were  driven  from 
the  aforesaid  Lands,  and  have  suffered  great  loss  thereon. 

Secondly :  In  order  to  prevent  similar  damage  from  calamities  or  ex- 
pulsions, the  Director-General  and  Council  promise  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
aforesaid  Village  to  protect  and  maintain  them  with  all  their  power, 
and,  when  notified  and  required,  to  assist  them  with  12  to  15  Soldiers 
on  the  monthly  pay  of  the  Company,  the  Village  providing  quarters 
and  rations  ;  This  whenever  the  Inhabitants  may  petition  therefor. 

Thirdly :  When  the  aforesaid  Village  has  20  to  25  Families,  the  Di- 
rector-Qeneral  and  Council  will  favor  it  with  an  Inferior  Court  of  Jus- 

*  The  words  in  the  original  are,  **  tot  meerder  trcreatU  en  Mytsp<iMnin^ 
van  dese  Steede  Amsterdam,"  etc. 
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tiee  ;  and  for  that  purpose,  a  double  number  is  to  be  nominated  out  of 
the  most  discreet  and  proper  persons,  for  the  first  time  by  the  Inhabi- 
tants, and  afterward  by  the  Magistrates  thereof,  and  presented  annually 
to  the  Director-General  and  Council,  to  elect  a  single  number  there' 
from. 

Fourthly :  The  Director-General  and  Council  promise  to  employ  all 
possible  means  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  aforesaid  Village,  when  il 
has  the  above-mentioned  number  of  Families,  will  be  accommodated  with 
a  good,  pious,  orthodox  Minister,  toward  whose  maintenance  the  Director- 
General  and  Council  promise  to  pay  half  the  Salary,  the  other  half  to  be 
supplied  by  the  Inhabitants  in  the  best  and  easiest  manner,  with  the 
adnce  of  the  Magistrates  of  the  aforesaid  Village,  at  the  most  convenient 
tune. 

FiftMy :  The  Director-General  and  Council  will  assist  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  the  aforesaid  Village,  whenever  it  will  best  suit  their  conven- 
ience, to  construct,  with  the  Company's  Negroes,  a  good  wagon  road 
from  this  place  to  the  village  aforesaid,  so  that  people  can  travel  hither 
and  thither  on  horseback  and  with  a  wagon. 

Sixthly :  In  order  that  the  advancement  of  the  aforesaid  Village  may 
be  the  sooner  and  better  promoted,  the  Director-General  and  Council 
have  resolved  and  determined  not  to  establish,  or  allow  to  be  established, 
any  new  villages  or  settlements,  before  and  until  the  aforesaid  Village  be 
brought  into  existence  ;  certainly  not  until  the  aforesaid  number  of  In- 
habitants is  completed. 

Sexienthly :  For  the  better  and  greater  promotion  of  neighborly  cor- 
respondence with  the  English  of  the  North,  the  Director-General  and 
Council  will  at  a  more  convenient  time  authorize  a  Ferry  and  a  suitable 
Scow  near  the  aforesaid  Village,  in  order  to  convey  over  Cattle  and 
Horses ;  and  will  favor  the  aforesaid  Village  with  a  Cattle  and  Horse 
Market. 

EigkMy :  Whoever  are  inclined  to  settle  themselves  there  or  to  take 
up  Bouweries  by  their  servants,  shall  be  bound  to  enter  their  names  at 
once,  or  within  a  short  time,  at  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Director- 
General  and  Council,  and  to  begin  immediately  with  others  to  place  on 
the  land  one  able-bodied  person,  provided  with  proper  arms,  or  in  default 
thereof,  to  be  deprived  of  his  right. 

Thus  done  in  the  meeting  of  the  Director  and  Council,  held  in  Fort 
Amsterdam,  in  New  Netherland,  on  the  4th  of  March,  A*"  1658. 

The  number  of  applicants  for  the  land  being  suflScient  to  war- 
rant a  beginning,  ground  was  broken  for  the  new  settlement 
August  14th  ensuing  ;  between  which  date  and  September  10th 
was  completed  the  preliminary  work  of  surveying  and  staking 
out  the  lands  and  Tillage  plot,  etc.  Hilarity  and  good-cheer 
marked  the  occasion,  for  one  of  those  present  was  Johan  Vervee- 
len,  not  till  five  years  later  a  resident,  but  who  acted  as  tapster, 
regaling  the  company  with  generous  potions  of  his  New  Amster- 
dam beer. 

The  village  was  laid  out  adjoining  the  Great  Kill  or  Harlem 
river,  taking  for  the  principal  street  what  had  apparently  been 
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used  before  as  a  road  by  the  ill-fated  Swits  and  others,  or  at  least 
an  Indian  trail.  Touching  the  river  (about  125  th  Street)  just 
north  of  a  smafl  cove,  where  a  ferry  to  Bronckside,  or  Morris- 
ania,  was  soon  established,  it  lay  '*  about  east  and  west,"  con- 
tinuing beyond  the  village,  on  much  the  same  course,  till  it 
reached  the  north  branch  of  Montague* s  Kill.  A  second  street, 
north  of  the  former  (distant  at  the  river  end  fifteen  Dutch 
rods),  was  laid  out  in  the  same  direction,  as  far  as  found  neces- 
sary. Being  broader  than  the  other,  it  was  called  the  "  Great 
Way,'*  but  since  that  day  has  been  better  known  as  the  Church 
Lane,  with  its  old  homesteads,  and  rows  of  stately  elms  ;  of  all 
which,  however,  there  now  remains  scarce  a  trace,  save  upon  the 
maps.  Between  these  two  streets  were  located  the  erven,  or 
house  lots,  lying  in  two  ranges,  a  central  line  dividing  those 
facing  one  street  from  those  facing  the  other,  as  in  modem 
fashion  ;  but  the  lots  were  nearly  square,  and  measured  about 
ninety-three  English  feet  in  depth,  with  a  frontage  somewhat 
less  ;  while  cross-streets  formed  these  into  blocks  containing 
four  lots  each.  It  should  be  said  that  the  erven  toward  the 
west  end  exceeded  considerably  the  depth  stated,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  the  two  main  streets  did  not  preserve  their  parallel,  the 
southern,  at  a  point  between  the  second  and  third  cross-streets, 
suddenly  diverging  about  eight  degrees  from  a  direct  line. 
Larger  plots  laid  out  on  the  north  side  of  the  Great  Way,  though 
some  were  subsequently  built  upon,  were  designed  only  as  tuy- 
nen,  or  gardens,  one  for  each  of  the  erven.  They  were  described 
as  five  by  twenty  Dutch  rods,  or  one  sixth  of  a  morgen,  but  were 
meted  out  by  liberal  measure  (the  case  also  with  the  erven),  and 
being  soon  extended  in  the  rear  and  otherwise  enlarged,  came 
to  be  reduced  to  half  the  original  number,  and  to  contain  one 
morgen  or  two  acres.* 

*  The  Church  Lane,  like  a  faded  picture  almost  reft  of  power  to  recall 
the  lovely  reality,  still  lives,  with  its  air  of  rural  repose,  in  the  memories  of  a 
few  who  in  their  juvenile  days  trod  its  grassy  paths  to  the  old  Dutch  church, 
which  stood  near  the  Harlem  river,  on  3ie  south  side  of  the  Lane,  in  a  comer 
of  the  old  cemetery  removed  in  1868.  Extending  from  the  river,  where  on 
its  north  side  stood  the  Judah  house,  on  its  south  the  Benson  house,  this 
ancient  road,  cutting  the  modem  blocks  diagonally,  stmck  3d  ave.  at  121st 
St.,  then  crossing  where  was  since  the  Park  to  Sylvan  Place  and  120th  st, 
turned  south-west  just  beyond  that  point,  and  joined  the  original  Hariem 
and  N.  Y.  Road,  or  continuation  of  the  lower  village  street,  which  in  eariy 
times  extended  west  to  the  little  Mill  Creek,  (north  branch  of  Montagne's 
Kill,)  and  across  to  Harlem  Lane,  now  Avenue  St.  Nicholas. 
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To  each  erf,  or  house  lot,  was  laid  out  upon  Jochem  Pieters 
Flat  a  lot  oif  bouwlant,  or  farming  land.  These  were  simply 
staked  off  and  numbered,  the  lots  running  from  the  river  into 
the  woods  westerly  ;  No.  1  lying  against  the  rear  of  the  tuynen, 
at  the  south  end  of  the  range,  and  No.  25  at  the  north  end. 
These  lots  were  laid  out  for  six  morgen,  but  were  soon  after  en- 
larged a  little,  and  the  number  reduced,  as  we  shall  see.  These 
twenty-fiye  lots  were  the  only  farming  lands  taken  up  at  first. 
In  form  like  all  those  subsequently  laid  out  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, they  were  made  narrow  and  long,  and  butted  either  on  the 
river  or  creeks — a  favorite  mode  of  dividing  up  land,  borrowed 
from  Holland,  but  here  having  its  peculiar  advantages.     The 

The  church,  the  second  which  had  occupied  that  spot,  was  taken  down  in 
1825,  a  new  one  being  built  on  the  present  site,  then  part  of  the  Church 
Farm.  The  old  vane,  bearing  the  date  1788,  when  the  former  house  was 
erected,  was  taken  care  of,  and  may  still  be  seen  on  Judge  Ingraham's  barn 
in  2d  ave.  See  note  on  TAf  Reformed  Church,  The  Benson  house,  afore- 
said, yet  in  good  repair,  standing  cornerwise  to  the  upper  side  of  125th  st., 
and  occupied  by  Mr.  J.  K.  Cowperthwait,  but  early  in  this  century  the 
home  of  Lawrence  Benson,  then  of  Capt.  Bailey,  and  later  of  Judge  Mor- 
rell,  marks  the  situation  of  a  much  more  ancient  house — that  of  the  original 
settler  David  Demarest.  The  Judah  house,  which  stood  opposite,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Lane,  was  a' deserted  ruin  long  before  it  was  pulled  down 
in  1867,  but  had  been  a  tasteful  structure  for  the  times,  and  was  owned  prior 
to  the  Revolution  by  Peter  R.  Livingston.  Kept  as  a  tavern  just  after  the 
war  for  some  years  by  the  noted  patriot,  of  whaleboat  fame,  Capt.  William 
Marriner,  who  also  ran  the  ferry  to  Morrisania,  it  was  also  known  as  the 
Ferry  House.  It  was  bought  in  1822  by  Mr.  John  Moore,  and  became  his 
residence.  Both  the  above  were  originally  stone  houses,  of  one  story,  but 
had  been  raised  to  two.  Before  the  present  century,  the  erven^  or  ancient 
village  house  lots  (on  one  of  which  is  the  Benson  house  ;  the  church  and 
graveyard  having  occupied  two  others),  had  nearly  all  lost  their  buildings, 
and  become  pasture-lots,  or  been  thrown  into  the  adjoining  fields,  by  closing 
up  the  lower  street  before  named,  the  river  end  only  being  kept  open  ;  while 
the  tuynen^  or  one  morgen  lots,  on  the  north  side  of  the  Church  Lane,  being 
joined  two  or  more  in  a  plot,  and  built  upon,  had  come  to  form  the  best 
part  of  the  village,  the  homes  a  century  ago  of  the  Bussing,  Waldron,  Living- 
ston, and  Myer  families,  succeeded  later  by  those  of  Sickels,  Chesterman, 
Brady,  etc.  The  Myer  house,  of  stone,  one  story  and  very  old,  was  re- 
moved by  Judge  Ingraham  when  125th  st.  was  opened,  on  which  it  stood. 
The  Brady  house,  a  frame  building,  erected  by  John  Livingston  some  years 
before  the  Revolution,  was  torn  down  in  1863.  •  The  stately  frame  house 
with  heavy  columns,  yet  standing  at  2d  ave.  and  124th  St.,  was  built  by  the 
late  James  Chesterman  in  1821  on  the  site  of  the  old  stone  Waldron  house. 
The  old  Bussing  house,  occupying  the  plot  next  the  Church  Farm,  was 
destroyed  in  the  Revolution,  and  on  the  same  spot  after  the  war  John  S. 
Sickels  built  the  house  still  standing  on  123d  st.,  north  side,  just  west  of  2d 
ave.,  it  having  been  turned  to  line  with  the  street.  This  property  descended 
in  1804  from  Sickels  to  his  gd-son  John  S.  Adriance,  who  sold  it,  June  7th, 
i8ao,  to  Christopher  Heiser. 
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farmers  liked  this  water  privilege^  as  they  were  long  in  the  habit 
of  removing  their  produce  from  the  field  to  their  bams,  in  the 
village  by  means  of  canoes  and  scows^  until  suitable  roads  were 
made.  Again^  the  laborers  had  less  fear  of  the  Indians,  when 
working  near  each  other,  in  a  common  field  (for  it  was  a  full 
half  century  before  they  built  division  fences,)  as,  always  having 
their  guns  with  them,  there  was  a  better  chance,  if  attacked,  to 
unite  in  defending  themselves.  And  tradition  adds  that  they 
used  the  ingenious  precaution  of  planting  each  particular  crop 
in  a  continuous  row  across  their  several  lots,  that  the  workers 
need  not  be  very  far  apart  while  engaged  in  cultivating  or  har- 
vesting their  crops. 

Salt  hay  was  thought  indispensable  for  the  cattle ;  hence  a 
small  parcel  of  marsh  or  meadow,  usually  about  tliree  morgen, 
was  set  off  to  each  lot  of  bouwland.  That  all  might  be  sup- 
plied, these  had  to  be  taken  wherever  found— on  Little  Barent's 
and  Stony  Islands  ;  on  the  other  side  of  Harlem  Biver ;  about 
Spuyten  Duyvel,  and  in  the  Great  Meadow,  upon  Sherman's 
Creek.  The  meadows  in  the  Bay  of  Hellgate  were  reserved  to 
the  church,  to  be  used  or  rented  for  its  benefit,  with  the  bouw- 
land in  the  village,  set  apart  to  the  same  use. 
f.  With  its  first  advent  into  life  and  activity,  the  infant  settle- 
ment received  its  name  ;  fitly  taken  from  a  famous  old  city  of 
North  Holland.  It  was  called  Nieuw  Haerlem  ;  conferred  no 
doubt  by  Stuyvesant,  who  seems  always  to  have  exercised  that 
right,  though  usually  a  formal  request  coming  from  the  people 
gave  it  the  look  of  a  courtesy  paid  to  their  chief  ruler.  Its  selec-* 
tion  was  such  as  could  neither  flatter  any  one  settler,  nor  excite 
the  jealousy  of  others,  as  none  of  them  were  from  Haerlem. 
Perhaps  the  semblance  in  the  two  localities  first  suggested  it. 
New  Haerlem  and  New  Amsterdam,  like  the  two  great  cities 
after  which  they  were  named,  lay  apart "  about  three  hours'  jour- 
ney ;''  or  so  thought  two  observing  tourists  of  that  century. 
Old  Haerlem,  watered  on  its  eastern  side  by  the  gentle  Sparen, 
and  girt  about  landwise  by  groves  "  of  shadowy  elms,*'  for 
beauty  and  extent  unrivalled  in  Holland,  where  are  few  forests, 
might  well  have  dictated  a  name  for  a  situation  so  similar.  But 
more  suggestive  was  its  history.*  To  the  Hollander  the  word 
Haerlem  was  the  synonym  for  all  that  was  virtuous  and  heroic. 
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During  the  memorable  siege  sustained  by  that  fated  town,  when 
for  seven  long  months  the  choicest  troops  in  the  Spanish  army 
were  foiled  by  the  intrepidity  of  its  citizens,  women  vieing  with 
the  men  in  bearing  arms,  was  displayed  a  patriotism  worthy  the 
loftiest  flights  of  the  poetic  muse.  And  though  Uaerlem  fell, 
there  went  up  from  the  merciless  slaughter  of  its  brave  but  van- 
quished people  such  a  piercing  cry  as  palsied  the  weakened  arm 
of  the  invader,  and  nerved  the  patriots  to  an  uncompromising 
resistance— freedom  was  virtually  achieved  for  the  United  Prov- 
inces !  Noble  Haerlem  !  illustrious  example  of  courage,  endur- 
ance, and  sacrifice,  ever  to  live  thy  memory,  and  tenderly  to  be 
cherished,  among  the  proudest  and  dearest  of  Fatherland  ! 

Thus  the  name  New  Haerlem  was  aptly  chosen.  Like  its 
great  exemplar,  it  might  be  called  upon  to  withstand  the  on- 
slaught of  a  savage  and  relentless  foe.  In  such  dark  and  trying 
hour — and  who  could  tell,  after  the  gloomy  experience  of  past 
years,  but  it  might  come — the  inspiration  of  a  glorious  name  was 
something  to  incite  its  people  to  noblest  proofs  of  fortitude  and 
heroism.  Peril  was  in  the  new  enterprise,  equally  with  labor  and 
hardship ;  and  those  entering  upon  it  had  clearer  apprehensions 
than  we  can  well  understand  of  what  they  might  be  called  to  do 
or  suffer  to  maintain  and  defend  their  new  home.* 

The  beginning  was  not  auspicious.  Summer  in  1658  brought 
"an  unusually  distempered  atmosphere,'^  and  ''many  persons 
died."  Others  were  prostrated  for  weeks  and  months  "with 
sickness  and  debility. "    Then  '*  flooding  rains  which  came  about 

♦  Haerlem,  in  writing  which  wc  now  drop  a  letter  for  brevity,  is  derived 
by  Dutch  writers  from  Herr  Lent  (Lord  Willem,  or  William),  an  early  prince 
of  Friesland,  in  Holland,  the  reputed  founder  of  Haerlem,  from  him  called 
the  stadt  (town)  of  Heer  Lem  ;  whence  the  easy  transition  into  Haerlem, 
or  Haarlem,  as  the  Hollanders  now  write  it. 

Among  the  oldest  of  our  historic  names,  significant  for  reference,  and 
entering  into  the  corporate  titles  of  our  churches,  our  railway  and  naviga- 
tion companies,  etc. ,  how  preposterous  the  suggestion  that  this  time-honored 
designation  is  become  useless,  and  should  be  ignored  1  Rather  cherish  it, 
tog^er  with  the  more  local  names  within  Harlem,  many  of  which  it  has 
been  our  good  fortune  to  rescue.  Apropos  to  this — has  iustice  been  done  the 
worthy  pioneers  of  Harlem,  in  selecting  names  for  the  streets,  avenues,  and 
places  ?  Mount  Morris,  from  its  former  owners,  would  surely  find  a  more 
significant  name  in  Mount  Benson,  And  Kortright  Avenue ^  for  a  like  reason, 
more  happily  apply  to  Harlem  Lane  than  Avenue  St.  Nicholas  !  Since 
**  God's  Acre*'  has  been  desecrated,  and  the  forefathers'  gravestones 
uprooted  as  things  obsolete  and  useless,  what  more  proper  tribute  to  their 
memory  than  that  here  suggested  ? 
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the  time  of  harresting'*  so  damaged  the  fruits  and  crops  as  to 
cause  "  a  scarcity  of  bread."  Many  feared  it  would  "  be  impos- 
sible to  get  in  winter  forage  for  the  cattle/'  With  so  serious  il 
check  upon  labor  and  enterprise^  but  slow  progress  was  made  at 
New  Harlem. 

With  a  view  to  urge  the  work  forward,  the  Director  and  Coun- 
cil, on  November  27th,  issued  a  peremptory  order  in  these 
words  :  **  All  persons  whom  it  may  concern  are  hereby  fore- 
warned and  notified,  that  all  those  who  have  obtained  lots  or 
plantations  in  the  newly  begun  village  of  Haerlem  shall  take 
possession,  or  cause  possession  thereof  to  be  taken,  and  com- 
mence preparations  for  fencing  and  planting  the  same,  within 
the  space  of  six  weeks  from  the  date  hereof,  on  pain  of  having 
the  lots  and  plantations  which  are  not  entered  upon  within  that 
time  given  and  granted  to  others  who  may  bo  disposed  to  im- 
prove them." 

^  This  premonition  was  not  without  its  effect,  but  the  winter 
setting  in  early  and  with  severity  must  have  retarded  the  work. 
However,  in  place  of  those  who  abandoned  their  lots  came  dther 
settlers,  who  put  up  buildings  and  undertook  to  cultivate  the  soiL 
The  number  of  landholders  thus  augmented,  during  the  ensuing 
spring  and  summer  building  after  building  began  to  adorn  the 
new  village,  among  the  earliest  to  take  up  a  permanent  resi- 
dence there  being  the  Slots,  Cressons,  Toumeur,  and  Montagne 
junior,  who  all  bore  an  active  part  in  its  affairs.  For  the  secu- 
rity of  the  settlers,  all  of  whom  were  required  to  be  well  armed, 
the  government  furnished  eight  or  ten  regular  soldiers  from 
Fort  Amsterdam,  in  the  pay  of  the  company,  whose  presence 
were  a  necessity  in  the  "  newly  begun  village,"  as  the  Indians 
were  yet  a  source  of  anxiety,  especially  to  the  wives  and  families 
of  the  colonists  ;  the  recent  murder  of  a  Swedish  family  at  Mespat 
Kills  serving  to  heighten  this  feeling  among  their  fellow  Swedes, 
of  whom  there  were  several  in  the  new  community  at  Harlem.* 

♦  Eldert  Engelberts,  one  of  the  murdered  Swedes  (see  Annals  of 
Newtown^  46,  51),  m.  in  1656  Sarah  Walker  from  Boston  ;  issue  Anna- 
Maria,  b.  the  same  year  at  Maspeth  Kills,  and  who  m.,  1680,  Clement  Els- 
worth,  of  N.  Y.  He  and  three  brs.  (sons  of  Sioffel  Elsworth)  all  left 
families,  whence  those  of  this  name.  Capt.  Verdine  Elsworth,  of  Orange 
Co.,  a  desc.  of  Clement,  m.  Dorothy  Gale,  in  N,  Y.  1759,  and  took  an 
active  part  in  the  old  French  war. 
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This  public  disquietade  arose  to  an  actual  panic  when,  on 
September  23d,  the  startling  news  arriyed  at  the  Manhattans, 
that  a  fierce  and  bloody  war  had  broken  out  between  the  Esopus 
savages  and  the  settlers  there.  A  general  consternation  seized 
the  inhabitants  upon  Manhattan  Island  and  in  the  neighboring 
settlements,  many  of  whom  forsaking  their  boweries,  crops,  and 
,^ttle,  fled  hastily  to  New  Amsterdam.  Operations  at  New 
Harlem  were  wholly  suspended  for  a  time,  especially  as  every 
soldier  and  public  servant  had  to  leave  and  accompany  Stuyve- 
sant  on  an  expedition  to  Esopus.  These  soon  returned,  but 
things  continued  in  a  very  threatening  attitude  the  whole  win- 
ter; and  until  the  renewal  of  peace  with  the  Wickquaskeeks 
and  other  tribes  about  Manhattan,  eaily  in  the  spring,  brought 
some  quiet  to  the  public  mind  in  this  quarter.  But  the  Direc- 
tor-General, on  a  second  visit  to  Esopus,  finding  the  savages 
there  still  hostile,  resolved  to  give  them  their  fill  of  war.  He 
sent  a  message  to  the  secretary.  Van  Buy  ven>  that  the  entire 
country  was  in  danger,  and  directed  him  to  warn  the  out  set- 
tlements around  Manhattan  to  carefully  guard  against  a  sur- 
prise. This  having  been  done  ;  tho  next  day,  being  March 
23d,  1660,  the  people  at  New  Harlem  were  further  notified  that 
since  it  was  "  highly  necessary  to  keep  a  good  watch  in  the 
newly  settled  village,'*  the  Council  had  appointed  as  its  mili- 
tary oflBcei*s,  Jan  Pietersen  Slot,  as  sergeant  j  Daniel  Tourneur, 
as  corporal ;  and  Jaques  Cresson,  as  lancepesade.  They  called 
Bpon  all  the  inhabitants  to  obey  the  commands  of  Sergeant  Slot, 
till  other  orders  should  be  given  by  the  Director  and  Council. 
This  was  the  first  step  taken  for  the  establishment  of  local  au- 
thority at  Harlem.  Furnished  with  a  supply  of  powder  from 
the  public  magazine  by  Derick  Looten,  the  commissary,  the 
inhabitants  were  prepared  for  defense.  This  state  of  unrest 
lasted  for  several  months,  when  it  was  relieved  by  news  that  a 
peace  had  been  ratified  with  the  Esopus  Indians,  and  approved 
by  the  river  tribes. 

Meanwhile  the  settlers,  having  steadily  increased  in  numbers, 
now  deemed  themselves  entitled  to  a  Court  of  Justice,  agreeably 
with  the  original  conditions  under  which  they  had  settled  here. 
They  met  therefore  and  nominated  a  double  number  of  the  best 
qualified  persons  among  them,  to  bear  rule  as  ^'  commissaries'' 
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was  yet  no  church  to  receive  him.  But  before  tlie  letter  be- 
fipeakiug  a  minister  for  this  place  could  have  reached  Holland, 
the  faithful  here  had  joined  themselves  in  church  fellowship, 
and  secured  Zyperus'  services ;  apparently,  late  in  November. 
His  purchase  of  a  house  and  lot  here,  with  the  usual  bouwland, 
etc.,  shows  a  purpose  of  remaining. 

Unhappily,  but  few  particulars  can  be  given,  as  to  the  origin 
of  the  church,  from  the  paucity  of  records  at  this  period.  Pat- 
terned after  the  Beformed  Church  of  Holland,  it  was  to  be  un- 
der the  care  of  the  Consistory  at  New  Amsterdam,  having  at  the 
first  no  officers  from  its  own  membership,  except  a  single  dea- 
con, to  which  place  Jan  La  Montague,  Jr.,  was  now  chosen. 
Thus  its  organization  was  quite  informal  and  incomplete.  An- 
other deacon  was  added  after  some  years,  whence  ensued  a  reg- 
ular succession  of  these  officers,  intrusted  with  the  financial  and 
eleemosynary  work  of  the  church.  Their  resources  were  the 
Sunday  collections,  fines  levied  in  the  town  court  for  the  benefit 
of  the  poor,  rent  from  the  church  lands,  and  burial  fees,  with 
the  usual  legacy  left  by  testators  of  from  ten  to  fifty  guilders. 
Thus  were  met  the  wants  of  needy  members  and  other  worthy 
poor,  as  also  the  domine's  salary  and  sexton  hire.  And  after 
Zyperus  left,  till  they  secured  a  resident  pastor,  which  was  a 
long  period,  the  deacons  provided  a  horse  and  wagon  to  bring  the 
domine  and  return  him  to  his  house  in  the  city.* 

We  know  little  of  Do.  Zyperus'  services  here.  Obviously  he 
was  never  installed  as  pastor  over  this  church  ;  and  as  a  mere 
licentiate,  he  could  preach  and  teach,  but  not  administer  the 
ordinances.  *  Still  more  obscure  is  his  previous  history.  His 
name,  in  its  unlatinized  form,  was  probably  the  French  Cipierre, 
an  honored  one  in  Huguenot  story  ;  his  knowledge  of  both  the 
Dutch  and  English  languages,  and,  as  will  appear,  his  evident 
predilection  for  episcopacy,  seem  to  warrant  the  belief  that  he 
had  resided  in  Holland,  but  had  acquired  his  theology  in  an 

*  No  proper  record  of  the  organization  of  this  church  has  been  found  ;  bat 
of  the  date  we  may  be  reasonably  assured.  Montagne's  term  as  deacon 
(which  agreeably  to  usage  in  the  Dutch  establishment  must  have  covered  two 
years)  expired  Nov.  30,  1662.  It  began  then  in  1660,  the  earliest  date  con- 
sistent with  the  existence  of  a  church  here,  as  it  was  just  after  the  magistracy 
was  instituted  ;  prior  to  which  there  could  have  been  no  church  organization. 
The  same  date  is  given  in  Cortvin^s  ManuaL 
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English  divinity  school ;  the  latter  opinion  strengthened  by  the 
fact  that  the  records  of  the  Leyden  University,  and  of  that  city 
and  Amsterdam,  are  silent  as  to  his  name.  Nor  is  his  former 
service  in  a  Datx5h  colony  any  proof  that  he  went  thither  under 
Holland  licensure,  since  the  Church  of  England  was  quite  ready 
to  both  license  and  ordain  the  Dutch  ministers,  though  Zy- 
perus,  as  is  plain,  had  not  been  ordained. 

His  disability  to  administer  the  sacraments,  to  admit  to  church 
membership,  or  perform  themaiTiage  rite,  constrained  the  flock 
at  Harlem,  for  these  several  objects,  to  resort  to  Stuyvesant's 
Bouwery,  where  Rev.  Henry  Selyns,  pastor  of  the  church  of 
Brooklyn,  over  which  he  had  been  installed  September  7th, 
1660,  had,  at  the  governor's  desire,  instituted  a  Sunday  after- 
noon and  evening  service,  in  his  private  chapel,  on  the  site  of 
the  present  St.  Mark's  Church.  Only  five  miles  to  enjoy  these 
valued  privileges,  and  Do.  Selyns  an  able  and  attractive 
preacher,  it  naturally  resulted  that  many  of  those  living  at  Har- 
lem sought  and  were  received  into  membership  at  the  Bouwery, 
during  the  four  years  that  Selyns  officiated,  and  who  were  wont 
to  attend  there,  especially  to  celebrate  the  Lord's  Supper,  and 
present  their  infants  for  baptism.  Most  of  the  marriages  among 
them,  from  that  of  Sigismund  Lucas,  October  31st,  1660,  were 
also  performed  by  Do.  Selyns.  The  practice  was  to  first  pub- 
lish the  bans  in  the  church  at  Fort  Amsterdam  ;  and  this  being 
formally  certified  to  the  domine,  he  tied  the  nuptial  knot.  These 
Harlem  marriages  still  stand  upon  the  church  register  at  Brook- 
lyn. A  few  of  the  Harlem  members  not  enrolled  by  Do.  Selyns 
at  the  Bouwery  retained  a  connection  with  the  lower  church 
in  the  Fort.  At  one  or  the  other  place  their  children's  baptisms 
were  performed  and  recorded  ;  save  in  only  two  cases,  where  the 
parties  went  to  Brooklyn  for  that  purpose. 

No  mention  of  a  church  edifice,  or  any  effort  to  erect  one  here, 
occurs  till  four  years  later,  and  it  but  shows  the  general  struggle 
with  poverty,  in  the  origin  of  the  settlement.  As  in  the  older 
community  at  Brooklyn,  where  they  still  held  public  worship  in 
A  barn  ;  so  the  infant  church  at  New  Harlem  during  this  time 
had  no  better  sanctuary  than  a  private  house  or  outbuilding  ; 
as  happened  once  again,  for  a  like  term  of  years,  at  the  close  of 
the  Revolutionary  War. 
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1661-1662. 
BBABBAll'GEMEKT  OF  LANDS  :  KEW  ALLOTHEKTS. 

TOBACCO,  though  still  cultivated,  had  been  supplanted  as  a 
leading  crop  by  others  needed  for  home  consumption,  main- 
ly wheat,  maize,  rye,  buckwheat,  peas,  flax,  etc.  But  what  if 
full  gamers  of  corn — which  term  then  stood  for  all  the  grains, 
— were  rewarding  the  toil  of  these  husbandmen  ;  as  yet  they  had 
no  mill  to  grind  it.  This  was  now  the  felt  need.  If,  with  their 
grist  in  the  canoe,  they  rowed  some  miles  to  Burger  Joris'  mill 
at  the  Dutch  Kills,  being  the  nearest ;  this  at  best  could  only 
grind  three  schepels  per  day,  or  two  and  a  quarter  bushels,  on 
the  word  of  Mark  Disosway,  who  had  lately  run  it  under  a  lease ! 
To  the  distance,  the  dangers  of  Hellgate  added  an  objection. 
It  had  been  contemplated  to  build  a  tide  mill  and  dam  upon 
Montague's  Kill,  and  many  thought  the  time  come  to  act  upon 
it.  But  needing  no  demonstration,  while  backed  by  those  con- 
Tincing  Dutch  arguments,  capacious  stomachs  and  good  appe- 
tites, yet  the  effort  spent  itself  in  fluent  talk  and  foaming 
beakers  ;  and  it  was  not  undertaken  till  done  by  the  energy  and 
capital  of  a  distinguished  stranger. 

But  out  of  the  mill  question  while  yet  rife,  and  the  demand 
for  additional  homes  and  bouweries  to  supply  the  newly-M-riving 
colonists,  grew  another  plausible  project.  The  farm  Vredendal, 
stretching  along  the  stream  aforesaid,  and  still  owned  by  Dr. 
Montagne,  had  lain  for  some  years  unused,  except  as  cattle  and 
goats  browsed  in  its  deserted  clearings  and  woodlands.  The 
Montagne  family  now  proposed  to  occupy  it,  as  is  set  forth  in 
the  following  petition  to  the  Director  and  Council,  July  4th, 
1661: 
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To  the  Noble,  Great  and  Worshipful,  the  Director  General  and 
High  Council  in  New  Netherland  :  Hepresent  with  due  respect,  John  de 
La  Montagne,  Junior  Jcuxib  Kip,  who  married  the  daughter  of  La  Hon- 
tagne.  Senior,  and  WiUiam  de  La  MorUagney  for  themselves  and  in  behalf 
of  the  absent  heirs,  the  true  proprietors,  pursuant  to  the  letters  patent, 
of  the  laud  lying  back  of  New  Haerlem,  called  Vredendal,  or  commonly, 
Moiit<agne'B  Land,  to  your  honors  well  known  ;  how  that  tlmy  the  peti- 
tioners are  willing  and  inclined  to  take  possession  of  their  land,  which  is 
situated  nearly  a  mile  (een  quartier  tergaemA  from  New  Haerlem.  And 
whereas  from  there  it  cannot  be  conveniently  cultivated,  lying  beyond  a 
kill,  whereon  in  time  a  water-mill  for  the  use  of  the  said  village  can, 
and  as  they  are  now  informed,  is  actually  to  be  made  ;  and  whereas  they 
the  petitioners— for  whose  greater  convenience  it  will  not  only  serve,  in 
the  cultivation  of  their  lands  there,  but  will  be  for  the  better  protection 
of  the  village  of  New  Haerlem,  as  for  the  benefit  of  the  said  mill,  and 
also  afford  a  resting  place  for  strangers,  whether  they  have  lost  their 
way,  or  be  looking  for  their  cattle,  or  any  others, — are  inclined  to  form 
there  a  concentration  of  six,  eight  or  ten  families,  to  remain  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  New  Haerlem,  in  a  similar  manner  as  this  has  been  granted 
by  your  Honors  to  others  ;  they  therefore  with  all  respect  petition  that 
they  may  be  allowed  to  establish  such  concentration  there,  either  on  the 
point  of  the  flat  land,  opposite  the  place  where  the  mill  is  to  be  built, 
on  the  heights  near  the  spring,  (fantef/n,)*  or  otherwise  wherever  your 
Honors  may  deem  most  proper,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  New  Haerlem  ; 
which,  if  your  Honors  are  pleased  to  permit,  they  promise  to  settle  there 
before  the  next  winter,  six,  eight  or  ten  families.  Praying  your  Honors^ 
favorable  consideration  of  this  request,  we  remain  your  Honors^  servants, 

La  Montaone,  Junior. 
Jacob  Kip, 
WiLLBM  DE  La  Montagne. 

To  this  came  the  following  negative :  "  The  request  is  dis- 
missed,  because  it  is  tending  to  the  great  prejadico  and  retard- 
ing of  the  Tillage  of  Haerlem  ;  and  is  also  contrary  to  the  privi- 
leges granted  said  village  some  years  ago."  Though  he  does  not 
expressly  say  it,  we  doubt  not  the  Director,  even  then,  had  his 
own  purpose  in  regard  to  the  Montagne  lands ;  to  be  made 
manifest  in  due  time,  and  that  not  far  dist>ant. 

The  decision  was  highly  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  Harlem, 
for  several  reasons,     A.  rival  settlement  so  near  them,  indeed 

*  Montagne's  Spring. — Perennially  flowing,  as  in  the  virgin  days  of  the 
settlement,  this  spring  is  still  to  be  lound  in  Central  Park.  Its  source  is  on 
a  hillside,  at  a  point  (were  the  ways  mentioned  extended  into  the  Park)  on 
the  line  of  105th  Street,  some  200  <eet  west  of  the  6th  Avenue.  But  this 
natural  basin  is  now  covered  over,  the  water  being  led  by  a  subterranean 
conduit  to  the  foot  of  the  hill,  were,  in  a  secluded,  romantic  nook  in  the 
rocks,  it  again  leaps  forth  as  playfully  as  of  old,  when  it  was  known  among 
the  Dutch  inhabitants  as  the  "  fonteyn  ;"  whence,  in  following  its  ancient 
outlet  or  run,  it  is  soon  lost  in  the  modem  Harlem  Lake.  Should  it  not  be 
called  Montagne* s  Spring? 
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within  their  very  limits,  wa-s  not  to  be  thought  of  !  Not  only 
would  it  tend  to  weaken  them  by  drawing  away  some  whom 
they  could  ill  afford  to  spare,  but  would  naturally  attract  persons 
who  otherwise  would  come  hither  to  settle.  Thus  it  would 
greatly  obstruct  and  hinder  their  present  growth  ;  and,  looking 
to  the  future,  the  very  lands  proposed  to  be  settled,  would  be 
required  for  the  proper  subsistence  and  development  of  their 
own  village.  For  three  years  this  had  been  steadily  growing, 
and  at  the  close  of  1661  contained  over  thirty  adult  male  resi- 
dents, mostly  heads  of  families  and  freeholders.  The  following 
are  the  names  of  these  pioneers,  who  first  .succeeded  in  planting 
the  seeds  of  civilization  and  religion  in  this  vicinity. 

Michel  Zyperus,  French,  Jan  Sneden,                   Hollander, 

Jan  La  Montaone,  Jr.,        **  Michiel  Jansb  Muyden,      ** 

Daniel  Tourneur,  **  Lubbert  Gerritsen,            ** 

Jean  le  Roy,  **  Meyndert  Coerten,            " 

Pierre  Cresson,  **  Aert  Pietersen  Buys,        " 

Jaques  Cresson,  **  Sigismundus  Lucas,              " 

Philippe  Casier,  '*  Jan  Pietersen  Slot,        Dane, 

David  Uzille,  **  Nicolaes  De  Meyer,            ** 

'Jacques  Cousseau,  "  Jan  Laurens  Duyts,            *' 

Philippe  Presto,  '*  Jacob  Elderts  Brouwer,  ** 

Francjois  le  Sueur,  **  Nelis  MATTHYssfeN,          Swede. 

Simon  de  Ruine,  Walloon,  Monis  Peterson  Staeck,     ** 

David  du  Four,  **  Jan  Cogu,                              ** 

Jean  Gervoe,  **  Adolph  Meyer,               German. 

Jan  de  PriS,  **  Adam  Dericksen,                  ** 

DiRCK  Claessen,  Hollander,  Hendrice  Karstens,            " 

La  Montague,  of  all  these,  had  been  longest  in  the  country, 
namely,  twenty-five  years  ;  and  Duyts  was  the  only  one  bom 
here,  being  twenty  years  of  age,  and  the  son  of  Laurens  Duyts, 
who  came  out  with  Bronck,  the  good  Kuyter  having  stood  as 
godfather  for  Jan  at  his  baptism.  Karstens,  Gerritsen,  and 
Claessen  had  had  a  dozen  or  more  years'  experience  in  the  New 
World,  Tourneur  and  Le  Roy  nearly  ten,  but  the  others  less. 
Casier,  Uzille,  and  Meyer  had  come  to  Harlem  only  the  last  year. 
Casier  and  family  arrived  hero  from  Mannheim  in  June,  1660, 
having  in  company  Matthew  Blanchan,  and  his  son-in-law,  An- 
toine  Ordpel ;  these  two  going  to  Esopus,  while  Casier,  at  New 
Amsterdam,  engaged,  "  with  his  three  beside,"  in  timber  saw- 
ing. Here  De  Meyer  and  Cousseau  were  in  trade,  as  had  been 
Montague,  and  Tourneur  was  a  *' sworn  butcher."     Slot  and 
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Matthyssen  were  carpenters,  Muyden  a  soap-boiler,  De  Pr6  a 
eooper,  Claessen  a  pot-baker,  Elderts  a  brewersman,  Lucas  a 
ahoemaker,  Gerroe  and  Coerten  soldiers,  Karstens,  before  a  sea- 
man, now  worked  as  a  mason,  and  Cogu  had  a  lime-kiln,  and 
soon  took  in  Staeck  as  partner.  Most  of  these  also  took  up 
land.  Possibly  one  or  more,  who  appear  a  little  later,  should 
be  added.  Several  had  already  gone,  after  a  short  stay,  as 
Matthys  Boon  and  Simon  Lane,  of  whom  we  know  little  but 
their  names.* 

Prom  what  has  heretofore  been  said  of  these  colonists,  of 
tteir  rough  and  checkered  experiences  before  quitting  the  shores 
of  Europe,  we  cannot  but  regard  their  future  with  special  inter- 
est, while  better  facilities  will  be  found  to  study  their  individ- 
ual character.  Little  remains  to  be  said  of  them  in  generali- 
ties.   Though  the  Dutch  and  French  elements  were  dominant 


*  Blanchan  and  Cr6pel  (now  written  Crispell)  were  originally  from 
Artois.  as  before  stated  ;  and  the  first  of  some  note  in  his  native  town  of 
Nouville  le-Conte.  With  him  came  his  w.  Madeleine  Goorc,  and  (beside 
iVanVr,  Mrs.  Crepel),  three  other chn.,  viz.,  MadeUine^  a.  12  yrs.,  Elizabeth^ 
%  and  Matthruf^  5,  the  last  b.  at  Mannheim.  Stuyvesant  welcomed  them, 
and  gave  Blanchan  a  letter  to  Sergt.  Romp,  at  Esopus,  directing  him  to  pro- 
vide them  accommodations.  Arrived  there,  and  Do.  Blom  having  also 
come,  it  was  a  solace  to  the  pious  Blanchan,  for  all  he  had  suffered,  and  the 
loss  of  property  in  his  native  place,  and  at  Armenti^res,  (Flanders)  and  else- 
where, to  sit  down  with  his  w.,  and  son  and  dr.  Crepel,  at  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per, on  Dec.  25,  ensuing.  Louis  Du  Bois,  m.  to  Blanchan's  dr.  Catharine^ 
probably  came  out  with  his  br. -in-law  Pierre  Billiou,  also  from  Artois,  in  the 
ship  St.  Jan  Baptist,  which  arrived  here  Aug.  6,  1661 — reasons.  Da  Bois 
and  w.were  not  present  at  the  communion  season  referred  to,  but  with  let- 
ters joined  the  chh.  there  not  tiU  Oct.  i,  1661,  having  a  ch.  baptized  nine 
days  after.  Blanchan,  Du  Bois,  and  Crepel  all  got  land  in  Hurley,  near 
Kingston,  and  received  groundbriefs  Apl.  25,  1663.  Du  Bois  d.  at  Kingston 
in  1696,  and  his  wid.  m.  Jean  Cottin,  named  page  71.  On  May  18,  1679, 
Blanchan,  **  lying  sick  in  bed,*'  made  his  will.  Later  that  year  Matthew 
Blanchan,  Jr.,  m.  Margaret  van  Schoonhoven,  and  succeeding  to  his  fa.*s 
farm  in  Hurley,  left  beside  4  drs.,  a  son  Nicholas,  whence  all  of  the  name  in 
Ulster  Co.  desc.  His  sr.  Madeleine,  b.  in  England,  m.  Jan  Matthysz,  anc. 
of  the  Jansen  family,  as  before  noticed.  His  other  sr.,  Elizabeth  Blan- 
chan, m.  Pieter  Cornelisz  Low,  of  Kingston,  whose  progeny  have  been 
numerous  and  widespread.  Cornelius  Low,  of  New  Jersey,  b.  1670,  was 
eldest  son  of  Pieter,  and  fa.  of  Cornelius,  fa.  of  Isaac  and  Nicholas  Low, 
leading  merchants  of  N.  Y.  in  their  day.  The  first  was  President  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  but  when  Independence  was  declared  forsook  the 
'*  Liberty  Boys*'<  and  adhered  to  the  Royal  cause  ;  while  his  br.  Nicholas 
continued  an  active  patriot,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Convention  of  N.  Y. 
for  adopting  the  Const,  of  the  U.  S.  See  Stevens*  Chamber  of  Com,  Hon- 
ored names  in  various  sections  of  our  country  have  been  and  still  are  those 
of  Blanchan,  Du  Bois,  Crispell,  Jansen,  and  Low. 
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in  giving  tone  to  the  community,  the  Scandinavians  and  Ger- 
mans, few  in  number  as  seen,  were  second  to  none  for  sterling 
common-sense,  while  foremost  to  br^st  danger  and  hardship,  to 
wield  the  axe  whose  ring  first  startled  the  slumbering  forest,  or 
turn  the  first  furrow  in  the  virgin  soil !  Hardy  sons  of  toil, 
bred  to  habits  of  untiring  industry,  none  were  more  fitted  for 
the  task  of  converting  the  rude  wilds  into  an  abode  for  civiliza- 
tion. Frank  and  outspoken,  but  of  honest  aim  and  dealing, 
with  essentially  the  same  language,  which  was  closely  allied  to 
that  of  the  Dutcli,  toward  whom,  as  Protestants,  they  were 
drawn  in  sympathy,  they  readily  assimilated  to  the  latter ;  lUEid 
if  less  indebted  than  these  to  the  schoolmaster,  being  in  great 
part  unable  to  read  or  write,  this  was  in  a  degree  supplied  by 
their  native  good  sense  and  equanimity,  which  contributed  not 
a  little  to  harmonize  the  diverse  elements  composing  the  settle- 
ment, and  to  mould  them  into  a  well-ordered  society. 

**  Oft  did  the  hanrest  to  their  sickle  yield, 

Their  furrow  oft  the  stubborn  glebe  has  broke  ; 
How  jocund  did  they  drive  their  team  afield, 
How  bow'd  the  woods  beneath  their  sturdy  sttoke  I 
*'  Let  not  ambition  mock  their  useful  toil, 
Their  homely  joys  and  destiny  obscure  ; 
Nor  grandeur  hear  with  a  disdainful  smile, 
The  short  and  simple  annals  of  the  poor/' 

By  the  large  influx  of  settlers,  who  with  scarcely  an  exception 
gave  their  attention  to  farming,  either  as  proprietors  or  tenants, 
the  original  allotments  of  land  had  all  been  taken  up,  causing 
the  demand,  before  noticed,  for  additional  erven  and  bouwlots. 
It  was  a  want  notv^  equally  felt  by  other  villages,  and  as  a  first 
step  toward  meeting  it  the  government  resolved  to  inform  itself 
as  to  what  lands  were  available  (tracts  lying  unimproved,  and 
not  needed  as  pasturage  or  woodland),  that  these  might  be  dis* 
tributed  to  settlers  and  brought  under  tillage.  With  this  view 
the  Director  and  Council  issued  a  general  order,  of  which  the 
people  of  Harlem  received  a  copy  as  follows  : 

All  Inhabitants  of  New  Netherland,  and  especially  those  of  th« 
Village  of  New  Haerlem^  with  all  others  who  have  or  claim  any  Lands 
thereabouts,  are  ordered  and  commanded  that  within  the  space  of  tbree 
months  from  the  date  hereof,  or  at  least  before  the  first  of  January  next. 
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they  shall  have  all  the  cuItiTated  and  nncaltiTated  Lands  which  thej 
cltun,  surveyed  by  the  sworn  Surveyor,  and  set  off  and  designated  bv 
proper  marks  ;  and  on  the  exhibition  of  the  Return  of  Survey  thereof, 
spply  for  and  obtain  a  reffular  Patent  as  proof  of  property,  on  pain  of 
being  deprived  of  their  right ;  To  the  end  that  the  Director  General  and 
CoaDcil  may  dispose,  as  they  deem  proper,  of  the  remaining  Lands, 
which  after  the  survey,  may  happen  to  fall  outside  of  the  Patents,  for 
the  accommodation  of  others.  All  are  hereby  warned  against  loss  and 
after  complaints.  Thus  done,  in  Fort  Amsterdam,  in  New  Netherlands 
the  15th  of  September,  1661. 

This  order  moved  the  commiinity  to  give  immediate  attention 
to  the  whole  subject  of  their  lands,  it  being  necessary  for  each 
inhabitant  to  consider  and  decide  what  quantity  he  further 
needed  and  could  pay  for.     The  idea  largely  prevailed,  and  very 
naturally,  that  the  ordinance  for  planting  the  village  secured  to 
all  able  to  purchase  and  improve  that  quantity,  as  high  as  24 
morgen  of  bouw-land.     The  magistrates  and  freeholders  having 
canvassed  the  matter  and  laid  it  before  Gov.  Stuyvesant,  he  gave 
his  assent  to  the  following  measures,  looking  to  a  further  dis- 
tribution of  land,  and  in  connection  therewith,  to  some  conven- 
ient changes  in  the  old  lots.     Discarding  the  former  ground- 
briefs,  Van  Keulen's  Hook  and  Montague's  Flat  were  to  be  laid 
off  into  lots  and  distributed  among  the  freeholders.      It  was 
igreed  that  John  La  Montague  should  hold  the  Point,  as  having 
beknged  to  his  father,  and  take  his  full  allotment  there,  by 
throwing  up  his  lot  No.  1  on  Jochem  Pieters  ;  and  as  a  special 
inmmnity  should  enjoy  the  Point  free  from  any  future  demands 
in  the  way  of  town  tax.     He  was  to  conform  to  the  town  regula- 
tion against  building  upon  the  bouwlots,  and  was  not  to  build  or 
liye  upon  the  Point  till  the  town  saw  fit  to  allow  it.     Jan  Pieters 
Slot  and  Simon  de  Ruine,  owning  two  lots  apiece  on  Jochem 
Pieters,  also  consented  to  give  up  one  each,  lying  toward  the 
farther  end  ;  instead  of  which  Slot  was  to  draw  9  morgen  to- 
gether on  Van  Keulen's  Hook,  and  De  Buine  to  draw  a  lot,  3 
morgan,  on  said  tract,  and  enough  more  on  Montague's  Flat  to 
make  good  his  quantity.     Moreover  both  were  to  retain  their 
two  erven. 

All  this  being  arranged,  the  lots  on  Jochem  Pieters,*  now 
nomhering  but  22,  were  staked  out  anew,  and  to  each  lot  (be- 

*  Jochem  Pistsrs*  Flat,  with  the  history  of  the  several  lots,  showing 
the  ongin  of  the  titles  in  this  section,  is  treated  of  in  Appendix  E. 
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fore  6  morgen)  was  added  400  Dutdi  rods,  or  two  thirdfl  of  a 
morgen  ;  a  remnant  of  8^  morgen^  left  of  No.  1^  being  taken  to 
enlarge  the  gardens.  The  owner  next  adjoining  to  No.  1, 
Daniel  Toumenr,  to  whom  fell  part  of  that  lot  with  part  of 
No.  2,  now  became  No.  1 ;  a  similar  change  occurring  to  the 
next  owner,  and  so  on. 

Van  Keulen's  Hook,  the  large  plain  directly  sonth  of  the 
village,  and  lying  mostly  in  woods,  was  laid  off  into  lots,  narrow 
and  long,  and  these,  for  convenience  of  ingress  and  ultimate 
building  upon,  were,  excepting  the  first  three,  butted  on  the 
main  street,  from  which  they  ran  south  to  the  river  and  Mill 
Creek  ;  being  each  twelve  Dutch  rods  in  breadth,  and  contain- 
ing  three  morgen,  or  about  six  acres.  Twenty-two  lots  were  laid 
out,  as  on  Jochem  Pieters,  and  numbered  from  the  river  west- 
ward. Nos.  1  to  3,  instead  of  reaching  up,  as  did  the  others,  to 
the  village  street,  ended  at  the  marsh  or  meadows,  some  acres  in 
extent,  which  lay  intervening,  and  through  which  a  creek, 
forked  and  winding,  overflowed  its  banks  or  lapsed  to  its  muddy 
channel  with  the  tidal  flood  and  ebb.  The  upland  between 
street  and  meadows  was  reserved  for  the  common  use  of  the 
village,  and  to  allow  free  access  to  the  creek -side  and  small  cove 
•at  its  outlet,  which  was  the  usual  landing-place  for  the  villagers 
and  others,  as  it  afforded  a  safe  mooring  for  canoes  and  skiffs. 

The  Van  Keulen  Hook  lots  were  drawn  in  the  beginning  of 
1662,  the  original  owners  being  as  follows  : 

No. 


1. 

David  du  Four. 

No. 

12. 

Simon  de  Ruine. 

2. 

Jan  Cogu. 

u 

18. 

Adam  Derickben. 

8. 

LUBBERT  GbRRITSEN. 

. 

n 

14. 

Jaques  Cresso'n. 

4. 

Michel  Zyperus. 

i 

15. 

NicoLAEB  De  Meter. 

6. 

Daniel  Tourneur, 

t 

16. 

David  Uzille. 

6. 

SiGisMUND  Lucas. 

I 

17. 

DiRCK  Claesbrn. 

7. 

Jan  Pibtersen  Slot. 

t 

18. 

Jan  Sneden. 

8. 

ii                        H                            ii 

( 

19. 

Jan  de  Pre. 

9. 

a                ti                  ^^ 

( 

20. 

Pierre  Crebbon. 

10. 

Philippe  Cabier. 

t 

21. 

Jacques  Coubbbau. 

11. 
en 

Jean  Gervoe. 
isode  of  these  land  od( 

arati 

or 

22. 

LS  h 

Jean  lb  Rot.* 
ere  claims  a  notinA— 

the  first  "  Harlem  Land  Case,"  not  reported,  we  believe,  either 
in  Wheaton  or  Wendell !    Sigismundus  Lucas,  as  his  autograph 

*  Seethe  subsequent  history  of  the  Van  Keulen  Hook  lots  in  Appendix  F. 
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is,  working  long  and  lustily  on  his  cobbler^s  bench,  had  gotten 
him  "a  house,  barn,  and  plantation,  at  New  Haerlem.'*  But 
early  in  January,  1662,  he  agreed  to  sell  out  to  Nicholas  De 
Meyer,  then  a  Harlem  freeholder,  for  400  gl.  in  sewant  Going 
home  from  New  Amsterdam,  where  the  bargain  had  been  made, 
cobbler  Lucas  considered  the  many  stitches  that  property  had 
cost  him,  sorely  repented  his  act,  and  tried  to  back  out,  on  the 
ground  that  De  Meyer  had  given  him  till  morning  to  decide  if 
he  would  sell.  De  Meyer  began  to  smell  leather,  and  forthwith 
took  written  statements  from  two  witnesses  to  the  bargain, 
and  also  that  of  Evert  Duyckinck,  whom  Lucas  had  told  of  hav- 
ing sold  his  farm  to  De  Meyer,  but  did  not  think  "the  costs 
would  run  so  high/'  Coming  in  court  at  Haarlem,  January 
13th,  De  Meyer  claimed  the  property,  showing  his  papers,  and 
offering  also  the  testimony  of  Meyndert  Coerten,  who  had  heard 
defendant  admit  the  sale.  Lucas,  who  was  present,  demurred, 
pleading  that  the  sale  was  not  peremptory ;  that  Coerten,  having 
hired  land  of  De  Meyer,  was  an  interested  witness,  and  that  the 
affidavits  were  not  sworn  to.  The  last  objection  was  sustained, 
and  the  case  was  adjourned,  to  give  plaintiff  time  to  remedy  this 
defect  This  was  done  the  next  day  before  the  Heer  Tonne- 
man,  schout  of  New  Amsterdam.  On  the  16th  the  town  court 
again  examined  the  papers  and  heard  the  pleas  of  both  parties  ; 
then  ordered  Lucas  to  give  up  the  farm  on  receiving  the  price, 
and  to  pay  the  costs  of  suit.  But  in  vain  did  De  Meyer  send 
once,  twice,  thrice,  to  tender  the  money  and  demand  the'  de- 
livery of  the  premises  ;  the  resolute  cobbler,  maintaining  his 
ends,  only  waxed  firmer  in  his  refusal,  so  that  on  a  further  com- 
plaint, February  2d,  the  court  authorized  De  Meyer  to  take  pos- 
session. Now  Lucas,  still  showing  his  bristles,  appealed  to  the 
Director  and  Council,  praying  "  to  be  relieved  of  the  sale  to  De 
Meyer,  and  the  sentence  of  the  court  at  Harlem,  in  whose  juris- 
diction said  houses  and  lands  are  situated,  as  he  loses  by  that 
u^e  more  than  half  of  their  value,'^  He  was  directed  to  give 
De  Meyer  a  copy  of  the  petition,  and  notify  him  when  to  appetu: 
and  answer.  On  February  16th  both  parties  presented  them- 
selves, when  the  Direct.or  and  Council,  after  reviewing  the  case, 
confirmed  the  action  of  the  local  court,  and  held  Lucas  to  his 
bargain.     The  poor  shoemaker  had  held  on  to  the  last,  but  must 
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now  yield  up  his  all  (indeed  his  awl  was  now  everything  to 
him  !),  and  in  disgust  he  soon  left  the  town.* 

It  may  be  added  that,  two  years  later,  or  January  29th,  1664, 
De  Meyer  obtained  a  patent  from  Qov.  Stuyvesant  for  his 
several  lands  in  Harlem,  then  including  twelve  morgen  upon 
Montague's  Flat ;  which  feact,  as  proposed,  had  been  divided  up 
among  the  people  of  Harlem,  and  to  the  particular  history  of 
which  we  now  return. 

John  La  Montague,  after  the  project  to  form  a  new  settle- 
ment on  the  farm  Vredendal  had  failed,  continued  at  Harlem, 
one  of  the  most  useful  and  honored  of  its  inhabitants.  The 
Director  and  Council,  November  3d,  1661,  appointed  him 
schepen,  with  Slot  and  Toumeur  as  associates  ;  and  when  Slot 
retired  a  year  later,  he  succeeded  as  schout,  which  oflSce  he  re- 
tained till  the  Dutch  rule  ended.  He  was  the  first  Town  Clerk, 
so  far  as  appears  from  the  earliest  protocol  or  register,  bat 
which  commences  only  with  January  13,  1662,  leaving  the  pre- 
ceding sixteen  months  a  blank  ;  an  unfortunate  vacuum  at  the 
introduction  of  the  town  history,  though  partially  filled  by 
other  records.  But  from  this  date  Montague's  minutes  (save 
another  hiatus  of  fifteen  months)  are  quite  complete  for.  tea 
years,  up  to  his  death. 

*  SiGiSMUND  Lucas,  on  quitting  H.,  bought  him  a  house  in  Pearl  Street 
He  was  sued  in  the  Court  of  Burgomasters,  Jan.  15,  1664,  for  a  pair  of  shoes 
left  to  be  mended  V  during  the  Indian  troubles*'  of  the  previous  year.  They 
were  '*  buffed  into  the  straw  bed/'  for  safe  keeping,  afi  he  had  '*  neither  kit  nor 
chest  in  which  to  lock  them."  The  case  was  dismissed  upon  Simon  making 
oath  "  that  he  knew  not  what  became  of  them.*'  He  now  tlirew  aside  his  cob- 
bler tools  to  become  a  carman,  and  on  the  Dutch  reoccupation,  1673,  good 
loyal  Dutchman,  he  worked  gratis  at  the  city  defenses,  only  taking  pay  for 
horse  and  cart.  But  the  English  succeeding,  the  sheriff  wished  Simon  to 
**  cart  down  a  cable,"  by  order  of  Gov.  Andros  ;  but  now  in  other  mood  he 
refused,  saying  "  he  would  not  cart  for  the  Governor,  nor  nobody  else." 
Hereupon  the  Mayor's  Court,  Dec.  22,  1674,  *'  Ordered  that  he  shaU  cart 
noe  more  until  ye  Court  think  meete  to  admit  him  thereto."  He  and  w. 
made  a  joint  will  "  Sunday  evening  about  eight  o'clock,"  Sept.  17,  1673, 
which  he  survived  four  years  at  least,  but  both  were  d.  when  the  will  was 
proved  in  court  Apl.  26,  168 1.  The  Court,  Oct.  11  ensuing,  authorized  his 
effects  to  be  •*  sold  at  an  outcry  for  payment  of  debts."  He  left  by  his  first 
w.  Engeltie  Jans,  a  dr.  Maria,  who  m.  Andr6  Lauran,  of  the  French  Church, 
and  by  his  second  w.  Gertrude  Buldercn,  a  son,  who  wrote  his  name  yohamus 
Simensz,  also  acordwainer,  later  a  carman,  in  N.  Y.,  and  admitted  a  freeman 
July  19,  1726.  He  m.,  1692,  Phebe,  dr.  of  Capt.  Titus  S3rrach8  dc  Vries, 
of  Fiatbush.  Her  brs.  bore  the  name  of  Titus  {st^  Annals  of  N^ewt(ywn\ 
one  of  whom,  Syrach  Titus,  removed  to  Bensalem,  Bucks  Co.,  Penn.,  d. 
1761,  and  left  desc.  there.    HatartTs  Reg,^  7  :  30. 
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However  thwarted  were  the  Montagnes  in  their  plans  respect- 
ing Vredendal,  they  yielded  gracefully  to  the  alternative  which 
secured  to  John  La  Montague,  the  doctor's  eldest  son,  that  part 
of  the  property  called  the  Point,  of  which  his  father  was  the 
original  grantee,  but  surrendered  the  Plat  to  the  government, 
to  be  parcelled,  out  to  such  of  the  people  of  Harlem  as  still 
wanted  more  land,  and  upon  terms  which,  though  not  stated, 
probably  did  not  differ  from  those  of  the  previous  allotments, 
but  without  doubt  looking  to  a  liquidation  of  the  large  debt  due 
from  Dr.  Mantagne  to  the  company.  While  John  La  Montague 
was  to  remain  the  possessor  of  the  Point,  which  was  rated  at  16 
morgen,  it  was  open  to  his  brother  William  (we  think  then  en- 
gaged to  succeed  Zyperus  as  schoolmaster,  and  hence  usually 
styled  by  his  brother  "  Meester  Willem"),  if  he  should  become  a 
freeholder,  in  sqme  manner  as  others,  by  the  purchase  of  the 
usual  allotment,  to  draw  with  them  his  proportionate  share  of 
the  Flat,  enough  to  give  him  likewise  16  morgen.  It  was  clearly 
a  compromise  regarding  Vredendal,  arranged,  as  it  could  only  be, 
with  the  sanction  and  by  order  of  the  Director  and  Council ; 
and  the  correspondence  which  at  this  time  these  were  having 
with  Dr.  Montague  respecting  his  long-standing  indebtedness  to 
the  company,  and  for  which  they  strongly  censured  him,  shows 
that  their  action  as  aforesaid  was  a  stern  necessity.*" 

The  question  of  the  disposal  of  the  Flat  was  intimately  con- 
nected with  another  of  vital  interest  to  the  community.  The 
three  years  allowed  them  in  which  to  pay  for  their  lands  had 
nearly  expired,  and  with  not  a  few  it  became  a  difficult  prob- 
lem how  they  should  provide  the  8  gl.  per  morgen  which 
the  government  must  have.  In  this  dilemma  the  schepens 
represented  to  the  Director  and  Council,  March  9th,  1662,  what 
embarrassment  several  of  the  inhabitants  must  experience  if 
compelled  at  once  to  pay  the  purchase  money  for  their  lands, 
eight  guilders  per  morgen,  and  praying  to  be  relieved  of  this 
payment ;  in  lieu  of  which  they  proposed  that  the  term  of  fifteen 
years'  exemption  from  tithes  should  be  shortened  to  ten  years,   - 

To  this  the  Director  and  Council  would  not  assent,  but  ia 
their  answer  "  insist  upon  the  conditions  on  which  the  Tillage 

*  See  a  letter  from  Mont^gne  upon  this  subject,  with  touching  allusion  to 
his  needy  circumstances  and  frugality  of  living,  in  Appendix  D. 
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of  Harlem  has  been  laid  out."  But  they  added  :  "  No  person  is 
obliged  to  accept  more  land  than  it  is  convenient  for  him  to  pay 
for." 

It  was  plainly  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  raising  this  morgen- 
money,  or  inorgen-gelt,  as  called  (a  term  also  denoting  any  tax 
assessed  according  to  the  morgen),  that  a  number  of  persons  quit 
the  town  during  this  year,  to  try  their  fortunes  elsewhere ;  as 
well  landholders  as  others  designing  to  become  such.  Of  these 
were  Coerten,  De  Pr^,  Du  Four,  Gervoe,  and  Le  Sueur.*  Du 
Four  sold  out  his  allotment  to  Jacob  Eldertsen,  a  sturdy  Dane 
from  Lubeck,  and  late  a  brewersman,  who  resold  it,.  June  1st, 
1662,  to  Jean  le  Roy  for  350  gl.  But  these  few  withdrawals 
only  making  place  for  others,  it  was  soon  apparent  that  all  the 
land  now  to  bo  distributed  would  be  eagerly  taken.  The  follow- 
ing list  was  made  out  by  Montague,  at  a  meeting  of  the  resident 
proprietors,  called  to  ascertain  how  much  land  they  wanted  : 

Liit  of  Lands  at  i\r.  Haerlem,  according  to  each  oneU  request^  Xith 
Marchy  1662. 

Jan  Pietersen  Slot, 
Daniel  Tourneur, 
Michel  Ztperus, 

LUBBERT   GeRRITSEN, 

Adah  Dericksen, 
David  du  Four, 
BiHON  de  Ruine, 
Jan  Cogu  and       ) 
MoNis  Peterson,  \ 
Jean  Gervoe, 
Hendrick  Karstens, 
Widow  of  Jan  Sneden, 
Philip  Casier, 
Jan  de  Pre,  d^fsent. 
Jaques  Cresson, 
Simon  Lucas, 
Peter  Cresson, 

These  bids  were  made  with  obvious  reference  to  the  offers  in 
the  ordinance  of  1658,  as  the  quantities  indicate.     But  to  meet 

♦  Mevndert  Coerten,  from  Amhem,  came  out  as  a  soldier  of  the  West 
India  Co.  He  m.  in  i66o  a  girl  of  Picard  parentage,  Maria,  dr.  of  Pierre, 
Pia,  and  visited  Holland,  returning  the  next  year  in  the  ship  with  Muyden, 
who  probably  drew  him  to  H.  Here  he  leased  land  of  De  Meyer,  and  kept 
stock.  In  his  brief  residence  he  won  respect,  and  the  court  honored  his  abil- 
ities in  naming  him  with  Do.  Zyperus,  Feb.  i6,  1662,  to  settle  a  financial  dis- 
pute between  Cogu  and  Tourneur.  Coerten  soon  went  to  Flushing,  and 
thence  to  New  Utrecht,  where  he  arose  to  position  and  served  as  an  elder. 
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these  demands,  as  was  apparent,  must  exhaust  the  allotments 
proposed,  to  be  made  o^  Montague's  Flat,  to  the  exclusion  of 
some  of  the  ablest  proprietors,  living  in  the  city  and  not  now 
present,  as  De  Meyer,  Cousseau,  Claessen,  and  Muyden.  In  such 
case  the  government  could  only  use  its  discretion  in  revising  the 
list.  It  decided  that  16  morgen  mast  at  present  be  the  maxi- 
mum of  a  single  allotment  Slot  was  therefore  dropped  ; 
others  raised  to  said  number  of  morgen,  except  asking  for  less* 
Bnt  of  course  we  cannot  know  all  the  reasons  which  weighed  in 
making  up  the  list. 

Under  such  circumstances  was  the  Flat  now  laid  out  into 
parcels  of  from  four  to  six  morgen  each,  by  an  actual  survey  ; 
running  in  narrow  strips  from  the  little  creek  due  west  to 
the  hills,  originally  some  twelve  lots,  and  numbered  from 
south  to  north.  As  near  as  can  be  told,  the  first  owners 
were  Nicholas  De  Meyer,  Lubbert  Gerritsen,  William  de  La 
Montague,  Simon  de  Ruine,  Derick  Claessen,  Do.  Zyperus,  Jean 
le  Boy,  Jacques  Cousseau,  and  Daniel  Toumeur.  De  Meyer,  as 
owning  two  allotments,  obtained  two  lots  on  the  Flat ;  and  so  of 
Cousseau.  Montague  had  lot  No.  4,  being  six  and  a  half  mor- 
gen, he  having  met  the  required  conditions  by  purchasing, 
April  7th,  1662,  from  Jan  de  Pre,*  who  had  advertised  to  sell 
the  same  at.auqtion,  his  **  house,  house-lot  (erf),  garden,  and 
land" — the  land  being  No.  7  Jochem  Pieters.     Lot  19  Van 

He  was  high  sheriff  under  Leisler,  and  6ne  of  his  council ;  but  his  devotion 
to  that  party  cost  him  a  long  imprisonment.  In  1698  he  represented  Kings 
Co.  in  the  Gen.  Assembly.  He  d.  on  his  farm,  Bruynsburg,  ab.  1706,  in  s^ 
good  old  age.  For  his  chn.  seethe  Bergen  Gen.^  ist  edition  ;  not  in  2d  edition, 
as  later  evidence  changed  the  opinion  that  he  was  of  the  Van  Voorheet 
iamily. 

*  Jan  de  PkHS,  bom  at  Commines  in  1635— a  Fleming,  but  of  Walloon 
or  French  descent,  judging  from  his  surname — was  a  cooper,  and  before 
coming  to  H.  lived  several  years  as  a  '*  small  burgher"  in  New  Amster^ 
dam,  where  he  m.  in  1655  a  Scotch  lassie,  Margaret,  dr.  of  John  Cromartie. 
li\&  present  w.  was  Tannetie,  dr.  of  Simon  de  Ruine,  m.  in  1659.  De  Pr6 
finally  went  to  New  Utrecht,  and  thence  to  Staten  Island.  By  his  first  w.  he 
had  Andries,  b.  1656  (but  one  ch.  called  a  dr.  is  referred  to  in  his  m.  settle- 
ment of  Dec.  31,  1659),  and  by  his  second  w.,  Jannetie^  b.  1662,  Francina, 
1665,  Maria,  1667,  John,  1671,  Simon,  1676.  Jannetie  m.  Cornelius  Banta, 
of  Hackensack,  where  her  uncles,  the  Demarests,  resided.  She  d.,  and  Banta 
m.  her  cousin  Magdalena  Demarest.  Banta  was  a  son  of  Epke  Jacobs  Banta, 
iaxmer,  from  Harlingen,  common  anc.  of  the  prolific  family  bearing  that 
name,  and  who  with  his  w.  and  5  chn.  emigrated  in  the  same  ship  with  Si- 
mon de  Ruine.  How  often  the  acquaintance  thus  formed  proved  a  link 
uniting  the  fortunes  of  the  children  ! 
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Eeulen*8  Hook  also  made  part  of  this  allotment.  But  after  a 
temporary  residence^  Montague  sold  out  to  his  brother  John,  and 
returned  to  Albany,  whence  he  removed  to  Esopus,  married,  and 
was  long  the  parish  clerk.  Had  we  no  other  evidence  of  this 
alienation  of  Montague's  Flat,  the  bare  fact  that  while  Dr. 
Montague  and  his  sons  were  yet  living  these  lauds  are  found 
divided  up,  and  in  the  possession  of  several  other  of  the  Harlem 
I)eople,  nearly  all  holding  under  special  patents  from  the  Gov- 
ernors Stuyvesant,  Nicolls,  and  Lovelace,  is  e^Aeuce  prima  facte 
that  the  title  had  passed  from  the  original  owners  ;  a  conclusion 
which  none  may  now  gainsay  without  ignoring  the  official  acts 
of  the  government  in  the  issuing  of  these  patents.* 

The  spirit  of  land  speculation,  infecting  few  places  as  it  has 
Harlem,  is  in  no  wise  peculiar  to  our  century.  In  the  days  un- 
der review,  and  mainly  for  the  cause  we  have  stated,  many 
transfers  of  land  took  place^  the  buyers  the  more  thrifty  class, 
with  usually  a  keen  eye  to  a  bargain.  Very  informal  was  the 
legal  act  of  transfer.  The  earliest  deeds,  most  simple  and 
brief,  seem  especially  defective  in  describing  the  property.  But 
this  information  was  supplied  by  the  original  surveys  and  allot- 
ment lists  on  file  with  the  town  clerk,  while  no  complex  chain 
of  title  embarrassed  the  question  either  of  location  or  propri- 
ety. That  of  boundary  came  up  occasionally.  Payment  was 
made,  not  by  bank  check,  but  either  in  sewant,  in  beaver* 
skins,  in  cattle,  grain,  or  tobacco  ;  and  property  was  often  sold 
subject,  because  not  previously  paid,  to  the  morgen-geU 
(before  explained),  the  meet-gelt,  or  survey  money,  the  cost  of 
groundbrief,  and,  in  sales  by  vendue,  the  stuyver-gelt,  or  auc- 
tioneer's foes.  A  curious  sample  is  the  deed  to  Montague,  be- 
fore mentioned,  the  earliest  save  one  to  be  found  of  date  sub- 
sequent to  the  planting  of  the  village.  It  was  drawn  up  by  Do. 
Zyperus,  as  tbe  clerk  was  an  interested  party,  being  brother  of 
the  grantee,  and  otherwise  involved  in  the  transaction  of  which 
this  purchase  was  a  part.  The  morgen  money  being  unpaid,  the 
consideration  named  was  only  for  the  improvements  and  im- 
proved value  of  the  land.  As  the  scribe  forgets  to  tell  us  where 
the  contract  was  signed  and  sealed,  and  where  on  this  mnn- 

*  See  further  remarks  upon  Montagne's  Flat  ander  the  year  1673,  and  in 
Appendix  G. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


HI8T0BT  OF  HAELBM.  213 

dane  sphere  the  land  was  situated,  we  jndge  he  was  not  an  expe- 
rienced clerk.  In  the  Uomine^s  neat  Dutch  penmanship  it  still 
stands  in  the  protocol. 

On  this  date,  the  7th  of  April  A*^.  1662,  have  agreed  and  har- 
j;ained,  Jan  de  Pre,  on  the  one  side,  and  Wilhdm  MontagnU  on  the  other, 
in  relation  to,  and  over  the  sale  of  his  allotment  bought  of  Simon  Lane,* 
on  the  following  conditions  :  Jan  de  Pre  acknowledges  to  have  sold  his 
bouse  and  house  lot,  land  and  garden,  all  that  is  fast  by  earth  and  nail, 
to.Wilhelm  Montagnie,  for  one  Cow,  and  Fifteen  Guilders  in  sewant,  the 
which  be  acknowledges  to  have  received.  The  purchaser  shall  be  held 
to  pay  the  morgen  money  and  the  survey  money.  This  all  so  done,  and 
have  with  our  bands  subscribed.    Dated  as  above. 

Witness,  Jak  de  Pb£, 

M.  Ztfebus.  Willsm  de  La  Montaone. 

A*.  1662.- 

In  executing  a  deed,  bill  of  sale,  lease,  or  other  contract,  cus- 
tom required  the  parties  to  appear  with  two  witnesses  before  the 
town  secretary,  who,  after  hearing  their  statement,  wrote  out 
the  instrument  in  his  register,  receiving  for  such  service  a  fee  of 
thirty  stivers.  When  signed  by  all  the  parties,  this  remained 
as  the  original ;  but  if  desired,  an  attested  copy  was  furnished  by 
the  secretary,  for  an  additional  fee  of  twenty  stivers.  Wills,  in 
the  making  of  which  the  wife  commonly  joined  with  her  hus- 
band (thus  it  was  mutually  fair  and  mutually  binding)  were 
executed  in  a  similar  way.  A  will  in  the  usual  form  gave  to 
**  the  longest  liver'*  the  use  of  the  property  for  life  or  till  a 
remarriage,  after  which  it  went  equally  to  the  children  or  other 
heirs.  Sometimes  in  default  of  heirs  it  fell  to  the  deacons  for 
the  benefit  of  the  church  or  poor. 

The  grant  of  the  commons  west  of  the  village  for  grazing 
purposes,  of  which  we  soon  find  the  inhabitants  in  the  peaceable 
enjoyment,  must  have  dated  from  the  very  origin  of  the  settle- 
ment ;  for  while  such  grant  unfortunately  does  not  remain  of 
record,  it  logically  follows  from  the  necessities  of  the  case,  the 

♦  As  first  written  it  read  "  his  lot  No.  7,"  but  Zypems  erased  "  No.  7,*' 
and  inserted  instead  "  gecocht  van  Symen  Leen,"  1.^.,  bought  of  Simon  Lane, 
It  was  to  save  misapprehension,  as  Lane  had  held  and  was  registered  for  No. 
8,  though  changing  with  the  rest  when  Jan  Montague  vacated  No.  i,  he  now 
held  No.  7  ;  and  further  the  allotment  carried  with  it  >{o.  19,  Van  Keulen's 
Hook,  just  drawn  by  De  Pr6.  Hence  **  No.  7**  fell  short  of  the  proper  de- 
scription ;  yet  without  this  number  we  could  hardly  identify  the  lot  conveyed. 
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keeping  and  increase  of  cattle  premising  the  facilities  for  do- 
ing it,  and  to  which  the  settlers  were  directly  encouraged  in  the 
ordinance  of  1658,  by  the  promise  of  **  a  cattle  and  horse  fair." 
The  extent  of  the  first  grant  for  the  range  of  their  cattle  was 
probably  left  indefinite,  to  be  determined  by  the  future  needs  of 
the  place,  but  it  seems  at  least  to  have  embraced  the  entire  flats 
to  the  westward.  The  kine  of  the  village,  now  much  increased, 
were  liable,  if  not  carefully  looked  after,  and  with  no  fences  to 
hinder  them,  to  stray  off  and  become  lost  in  the  woods  and 
swamps.  So,  to  save  the  time  of  many,  it  was  resolved  to  em- 
ploy a  common  herder,  who  should  collect  the  cows  after  milk- 
ing in  the  morning,  drive  them  with  the  oxen  out  to  pasture, 
and  watch  over  them  till  brought  in  again  toward  evening. 
Hence  was  made  the  following  : 

Agreement  toith  the  Cou>  Herder, 
I,  David  du  Four  do  acknowledge  to  have  taken  the  cows  to  herd, 
belonging  to  the  Town  of  New  Haerlem,  at  my  own  expense,  and  also 
from  each  house  one  pair  of  oxen  ;  for  the  sum  of  three  hundred  guilders 
in  sewant,  and  one  half  pound  of  butter  for  every  cow  ;  provided  I  pay 
for  the  cattle  that  may  be  lost  through  my  neglect.  The  time  shall  com- 
mence on  the  23d  of  April,  and  end  a  fortnight  after  All-Saints  Day,  at 
the  option  of  the  Inhabitants.  It  is  also  stipulated  that  the  butter  shall 
be  paid  in  May,  and  the  further  payment  as  the  Herder  shall  perform 
his  work.  Also  the  Herder  grants  power  of  parate  exeevtie.  The  above 
obligation  we  on  both  sides  engage  to  hold  to  and  fulfill.  In  N.  Haer- 
lem, 20th  April,  Anno  1662. 

Davft  du  Four, 

I  P  [wari  of  Jan  P.  Slot], 

D.    TOURNEUR, 

Daniel  Toumeur  and  Lubbert  Gter-      M.  J.  Mutden, 
ritsen  promise    to  collect    and      J.  La  Montagnb,  Junior, 
pay  the  Herder  money  at  the      *  mark  of  Lubbert  Gbrrtts, 
appointed  time.  Dated  as  above.      Meyndert  Coerten, 
D.  TouRNBUR,  Philippb  Casier, 

*  H  H.  Karstens, 

Simon  +  De  Ruinb, 

^E  mark  of  Jacob  Eldbrts, 

Moy  Pier  Crbsson. 

Du  Four,  the  Amsterdam  drayman,  better  at  driving  a  team 
than  stupid  cows,  was  soon  disgusted  with  his  new  occupation, 
and  turned  it  over  to  Jean  Gervoe,  the  soldier.  But  now  the 
cattle  were  not  well  looked  after,  as  was  alleged  ;  in  fact,  some 
of  the  oxen,  when-needed  for  the  yoke,  were  missing.  As  things 
went,  it  was  necessary  to  engage  another  herder,  and  on  April 
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29th  Jan  Cogn  and  Monis  Peterson,  who  were  partners  in  a 
lime-kiln,  etc.,  undertook  the  herding  for  350  gl.  being  50 
gl.  more  than  Dn  Four  was  to  hare.  The  collectors,  Tour*' 
neurand  Gerritsen,  sued  Dn  Four  to  recover  the  difference, 
and  the  town  court  decided  he  must  pay  it,  the  defendant 
bnly  making  the  flimsy  plea  that  he  **  was  led  by  artful  talk" 
to  undertake  the  herding.* 

Meanwhile  occurred  the  first  case  of  mortality  brought  to 
our  notice  in  the  little  community,  and  soon  another;  The 
persons  were  Jan  Sneden  and  his  wife,  who  died  in  quick  suc- 
cession early  in  the  year.  Descended  of  an  Amsterdam  family, 
as  before  stated,  Sneden  came  to  Harlem  in  1660,  where  he  oc« 
copied  Monis  Peterson's  house  and  bouwery,  but  soon  secured 
an  allotment  of  his  own,  being  No.  14  Jochem  Pieters,  with  the 
^r/and  garden  belonging  to  it.  The  Snedens  were  probably  in- 
terred in  the  ground  used  later  for  the  negroes^  and  lying  at  the 
rear  of  the  Judah  plot,  as  interments  were  made  there  many 
jears  before  "  the  old  graveyard,"  removed  a  dozen  years  since, 
was  taken  for  that  use.  The  magistrates  proceeded  to  'settle 
Sneden's  estate,  as  he  was  indebted  to  Isaac  de  Forest  and 
others.  His  property  was  sold  at  vendae  on  three  separate 
days,  beginning .  March  25th.  First  the  house  and  lands,  with 
the  grain  on  the  latter  sown  by  Sneden  the  previous  fall,  were, 
pursuant  to  notice,  set  up,  and  struck  off  at  135  gl.  to 
Jacques  Gousseau,  who  bid  25  gl.  over  his  highest  com* 
petitor,  Toumeur.  Jan  La  Montagne  bid  100  gl.,  perhaps 
for  his  brother,  who  had  not  then  purchased.  At  the  two  sub- 
sequent sales  the  household  articles  were  disposed  of,  bring- 
ing 189  gl.  But  a  mere  pittance,  42  gl.,  was  left  to  the 
orphans,  Carsten  and  Grietie,  over  whom,  on  April  28th,  Philip 


*  Jean  Gervoe,  who  apparently  came  out  under  an  engagement  as  a 
soldier,  had  done  such  duty  for  several  years  at  H.,  but  was  free  when  not 
required  to  bear  his  musket,  to  till  the  land  which  he  had  taken  up,  or  engage 
in  other  honest  labor.  But  on  leaving,  in  1662,  he  sold  his  allotment,  being 
Nos.  13  Jochem  Pieters  and  11  Van  Keulen*s  Hook,  with  house  and  lot  and 
meadows,  to  Philip  Casier.  He  served  as  adelborst,  cadet  or  corporal, 
under  Lieut.  Stilwell,  in  the  Esopus  war,  for  which,  on  his  petition, 
Jan.  10,  1664,  he  was  allowed  extra  pay.  He  m.  in  1659,  ^"t  his  only  ch. 
mentioned  was  Hillegond,  at  whose  baptism,  Mar.  5,  1664,  Jaques  Tuynier 
(Cresson)  stood  as  godfather.  When  the  English  took  the  country,  Gervoc 
probably  lelt  with  the  Dutch  forces. 
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Gasier  and  Lubbert  Gerritsen  were  appointed  guardians^  with 
directions  '^  to  act  according  to  law.''  Grietie  soon  chose  an- 
other protector,  being  married,  August  13th  following,  to  Jean 
Guenon,  of  Flushing,  from'  which  union  hare  sprung  the  now 
widely  scattered  Qenunq  tvjmly.* 

On  November  16th  new  magistrates  were  appointed  by  the 
Director  and  Council,  from  a  double  number  nominated  by  the 
old  board.  The  new  board  consisted  of  Jan  La  Montague, 
Philip  Casier,  and  Derick  Claessen.  One  of  their  first  acts  was 
to  provide  for  the  more  careful  placing  of  houses  and  fences ; 
which  some  seem  to  have  disregarded,  to  the  damage  of  particu- 
lar and  general  interests.  It  was  to  check  this  abuse,  and  also  to 
prevent  any  houses  being  put  up  outside  the  proper  limits,  that 
the  magistrates,  November  25th,  passed  the  following  : 

"  The  Hon.  Heere  Schepens  find  it  good  to  appoint  and 
authorize  Jan  P.  Slot,  former  schepen,  as  Rooy-meester  (sur- 
veyor of  buildings),  for  the  improvement  and  sightliness  of  the 
village  ;  and  the  builders  shall  every  one  be  charged,  after  this 
time,  to  set  no  fences  nor  houses  in  the  absence  of  the  Hon.  Heer 
Rooy-meester.*^ 

Upon  November  30th,  Montague's  term  as  deacon  having  ex- 
pired, Daniel  Tourneur  was  chosen  in  his  place,  and  also  as 
brandt-meester,  or  fire-warden.  Simon  de  Buine  and  Monis 
Peterson  were  appointed  Jceur-meesters  van  de  hey7iifigen,  or  in- 
spectors of  fences,  in  place  of  Hendrick  Earstens  and  Adam 
Derioksen  ;  and  a  fine  of  3  guilders  was  ordered  against  the 
owners  every  time  their  fences  should  be  found  defective.  The 
court  also  directed  "  the  fences  at  the  north  side  of  the  vil- 
lage to  be  set  within  fourteen  days,  under  a  penalty  of  two 
pounds  Flemish"  for  each  failure — equivalent  to  12  gl.     A 

• 

♦  Carsten  Tansen  Sneden,  still  at  H.,  entered  Daniel  Tourneur's  ser- 
vice, Jan.  15,  1668,  for  a  vear,  and  at  its  expiration  was  to  have  300  gl.  and 
*'  a  pair  of  shoes  and  stockings."  His  uncle,  Claes  Sneden,  lived  in  N.  Y., 
where  his  chn.  by  his  w.  Maria  were  bapt.  between  1663  and  1667.  He  or 
Carsten  was  no  doubt  the  anc.  of  the  Snedens  of  Rockland  Co. 

Jean  Guenon  d.  at  Flushing,  L.  I.,  in  1714.  His  will,  made  when  he 
was  in  perfect  health,  dates  Nov.  24,  1703  ;  that  of  his  wid.  Margaret,  Feb. 
21,  1 72 1-2.  At  the  latter  date  their  sons,  John,  b.  1669,  and  Jeremiah,  b. 
1671,  were  living ;  as  also  their  drs.,  Hannah,  w.  of  Joseph  Hedger,  and 
Susannah,  w.  of  Louereer.  John  and  Jeremiah  Genung  shared  their  fa. 's 
farm  in  Flushing  ;  their  desc.  are  now  to  be  found  in  many  parts,  especially 
of  the  Sute  of  N.  Y. 
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placard  to  that  effect  was  posted  up.  This  was  called  for  by 
the  great  damage  done  the  past  summer  to  the  crops  of  peas 
and  buckwheat  upon  the  land  of  Jochem  Pieters,  from  the  cat- 
tle getting  in  ;  and  which  the  schout,  Slot^  had  taken  no  means 
to  remedy,  though  the  fence-masters  and  others  had  gone  to  him 
with  loud  complaints.  The  new  officers  going  to  view  the 
fences,  December  18th,  found  that  Michiel  Muyden,  Hendrick  J. 
Vander  Vin,  Daniel  Toumeur,  and  Jean  le  Boy  had  not  complied 
with  the  placard.  They  were  all  complained  of  December 
27th,  by  the  new  schout,  who  demanded  the  fines,  viz.,  from 
Muyden  24  gl.  for  his  two  lots,  and  12  gl.  from  each  of  the 
others.  Tourneur  pleaded  sickness  and  other  excuses,  but  the 
court  exacted  the  fine  from  him  and  from  Le  Boy,  with  costs  of 
suit.  Muyden  and  Vander  Vin,  after  being  thrice  in  default, 
werQ  also  sentenced,  January  25th,  1663,  with  order  to  pay  inside 
of  eight  days. 

It  showed  admirable  pluck  on  the  part  of  the  magistracy  to 
thus  deal  with  persons  of  the  first  standing  ;  for  Vander  Vin 
and  Muyden  were  both  great  burghers  of  Now  Amsterdam,  and 
the  first  an  ex-schepen*  On  several  occasions,  by  invitation, 
Muyden  had  occupied  the  bench  at  Harlem,  as  '^  an  extraordi- 
nary schepen,"  his  intelligence  and  fitness  for  the  office  leading 
to  a  regular  appointpient  soon  after  to  fill  a  vacancy.  He  had 
visited  Holland  in  1661,  bringing  out  on  his  return  a  number 
of  hardy  Norwegian  workmen,  and  was  now  prosecuting  the 
business  of  soap-making.  And  thus  closed  1662,  with  its  vari- 
ous measures  of  public  utility  and  impartial  dispensing  of  jus- 
tice, alike  necessary  to  protect  and  promote  the  common  inter- 
ests of  the  villagers.* 

*  Fran<7ois  le  Sueur,  who  left  the  town  early  in  1663,  was  the  anc.  of 
the  families  of  Leseur  and  Lozier,  now  mostly  seated  in  N.  Y.  City  and  Ber- 
gen Co.,  N.  J.  Fran9ois  first  lived  in  Flatbush  after  coming  to  Manhattan, 
and  in  1659  m.  Jannetie,  dr.  of  Hillebrand  Pietersen,  of  Amsterdam  :  in 
which  year  Jannetie's  br.,  Pieter  Hihebrands.  was  captured  by  Indians  at 
Esopus,  but  this  did  not  deter  her  from  removing  there  with  her  hus.  Be« 
fore  going  from  H.  he  sold  some  of  his  effects,  and  his  w.  bought  *'  a  little 
bed,  etc.,  at  Sneden*s  sale.  Le  Sueur's  sr.  Jeanne  went  with  them  to 
Esopus,  and  there  m.  Cornells  Viervant,  with  whom  she  returned  to  H.  Le 
Sueur  was  living  in  1669,  but  on  Nov.  30,  1671,  his  wid.  bound  out  her  son 
Hillebrand.  eight  years  old.  He  was  engaged  by  the  deacons  in  1673  to 
ring  the  bell  at  5  gl.  a  year.  Afterward  the  wid.  m.  Antoine  Tilba,  and  by 
him  had  cho.  also.    Those  by  Le  Sueur,  all  but  the  first,  b.  at  Esopus,  were 
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8TIBBIKG  EVENTS  :    BND  OF  THE  DUTCH  EULE, 


IT  happened  that  Pieter  Jansen  Slot^  eon  of  the  ex-schepen, 
was  to  wed  a  fair  damsel  of  Ahasimus^  by  name  Marritie  van 
Winckel,  The  young  roysters  of  the  Tillage  hearing,  on  Friday, 
February  2d,  1663,  that  the  bans  had  that  day  been  registered, 
were  jubilant  over  the  news,  and  set  to  work — it  was  an  ancient 
rustic  custom  of  fatherland — to  honor  the  happy  Preter  by 
planting  a  **  May-tree"  before  his  door.  Now  some  workmen 
in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Muydon  and  othei*s,  in  for  ruder  sport, 
not  only  raised  '^  a  horrible  noise  in  the  Tillage,  by  shouting, 
blowing  horns,  etc.,  while  others  were  asleep,''  but  proceeded  to 
deck  the  May-tree  with  ragged  stockings  ;  at  which,  when  dis- 
covered by  Pieter,  he  was  Tery  worth,  taking  it  as  "  a  mockery 
.and  insult."  He  at  once  cut  the  tree  down,  but  the  young 
men  brought  another  to  take  its  place  ;  when,  as  it  lay  before  the 

Jannetie,  b.  1660,  who  m.  Tan  Po8tma(now  Post)  and  Thomas  Innis  ;  Hille- 
brand,  b.  1683,  John  and  Jacob,  b.  1665,  and  Nicholas,  b.  1668.  Hillebrand 
m.  1688  Elsie,  dr.  of  Jurian  Tappen.  but  soon  d.,  leaving  apparently  but 
one  ch.,  Jannetie,  b.  1689,  who  m.  William  Elting.  Hillebrand 's  wid.  m. 
Abraham  Delamater,  previously  of  H.  John^  of  Kingston,  m.  Rachel 
Smedes,  in  1686.  was  an  elder  of  the  chh.,  and  quite  distinguished.  He  had 
Jannetie,  b.  1687. John,  b.  1689,  Catharine,  b.  1692,  etc.,  of  whom  the  first  m. 
Abm.  Low.  Nicholas^  whose  branch  of  the  family  write  their  name  Loner^ 
m.  at  N.  Y.,  May  8,  1691,  Tryntie,  dr.  of  Peter  Slot.  He  afterward  left 
Kingston  and  settled  near  Hackensack.  where  hem.,  in  Jan.,  1709,  Antie, 
dr.  of  Derick  Banta.  His  chn.  were  Hillebrand.  b.  1695.  Peter,  b.  1697, 
John.  b.  1699,  Mary,  b.  1701,  Antie,  b.  1703,  Lucas,  b.  1705,  Jacobus,  b. 
1707.  Benjamin,  b.  1708,  Tryntie,  b.  1710,  Hester,  b.  1711,  Rachel,  b. 
1714,  Jacob,  b.  1719,  Abraham,  b.  1721,  Leah,  b.  1723,  and  Margaret,  b, 
1726.  These  intermarried  with  the  Demarests  and  others,  but  we  must  here 
leave  them.  In  Ulster  Co.  the  French  pronunciation  of  this  name  was,  for  a 
time,  tolerably  preserved  in  the  form  Lashier,  but  it  is  now  extinct  there, 
though  the  blood  runs  in  the  Post  family  and  others. 
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house,  along  came  Muyden's  men  and  hewed  it  in  pieces.  Not 
to  be  baffled,  the  young  folks  the  same  night  procured  and 
raised  a  third  tree,  which,  however,  shared  the  same  fate. 

On  Sunday  morning,  February  4th,  Jan  Pietersen,  at  whose 
house  Pieter  was  staying  and  all  this  happened,  made  his  com- 
plaint to  Montague,  the  schout ;  the  masters  also  informing 
him  that  their  men  were  plotting  other  mischief,  but  they  had 
no  power  to  prevent  it.  The  schout,  now  going  thither,  ordered 
the  rioters  to  disperse  ;  but  they  only  defied  him,  and  even 
threatened  him  with  their  guns  and  axes.  Only  more  enraged, 
they  gave  the  Sabbath  to  cutting  down  and  burning  the  palisades 
around  Jaques  Cresson's  barn.  Next  morning  Jacob  Elderts, 
who  bad  lately  bought  a  lot  on  Van  Keulen's  Hook,  was  engaged 
bringing  thatch  from  Bronck's  meadow.  Before  he  had  spoken 
"  a  single  word,"  they  caught  and  beat  him,  also  wounding  him 
on  the  head.  In  vain  "  Meester  Willem,''  who  witnessed  the  as- 
sault, commanded  them  to  desist.  Perhaps  it  was  to  pay  off  El- 
tlertgfor  the  death  of  their  countrymen,  Bruyn  Barents,  a  cooper, 
five  years  before  ;  perhaps  not.  The  two  were  then  working  in 
a  brewery  at  Brooklyn,  and  Bruyn  made  at  Elderts  with  a  knife, 
when  the  latter,  in  self-defense,  knocked  him  down  with  a  sledge. 
Bruyn  lingered  six  months,  and  died  February  12th,  1658.  As 
the  case  stood  Jacob  was  arrested,  but  let  off  by  the  court  with 
a  fine  of  100  gl.  for  the  wounding.  But  be  this  the  explanation 
or  not,  the  schout  seeing  the  rioters  heeded  not  his  authority, 
and  apprehending  further  trouble,  hastened,  the  same  day,  to 
inform  the  Director,  who  with  the  Council  referred  the  matter 
to  the  Attorney  General,  "  to  take  further  information  about 
it." 

Here  ended,  or  is  lost  sight  of,  this  almost  tragedy  ;  the  pub- 
lic attention  at  Harlem  being  absorbed  by  the  death,  in  quick 
succession,  of  two  worthy  inhabitants,  Adam  Dericksen  and 
Philip  Caaier.  Dericksen  was  from  Cologne,  owned  an  allot- 
ment of  land  and  had  served  as  inspector  of  fences  with  Hen- 
drick  Karstens  in  1661-2.  In  the  first  of  these  years  he  married 
Magdalena,  daughter  of  Lambert  van  Telckhuys.  Left  with 
an  infant  Orietie,  his  widow,  a  few  months  later,  became  the 
wife  of  Monis  Peterson.  In  the  death  of  Casier  the  community 
lost  one  of  its  sterling  men,  a  skillful  farmer,  and  valued  for  his 
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experience  and  jadgment.     His  place  in  the  magistracy  wa3 
filled,  April  23d,  by  the  appointment  of  Michiel  J.  Mayden.* 

The  old  question  touching  the  payment  for'their  lands  now 
came  up  in  a  somewhat  different  shape^  and  with  better  success. 
The  following  memorial,  explaining  it,  was  drawn  up  by  Heer 
Vander  Vin  ;  the  clerk,  Montague,  having  now  no  personal  in- 
terest in  this  matter  apparently  : 

To     THE    KOBLE,    GrEAT    AND    HONORABLE,    THE    DIRECTOR     GENERAL 

AND  Council  in  New  Netherland. 
The  imderaigned,  owners  and  occupants  of  the  lands  within  the  Til* 
lage  and  jurisdiction  of  New  Haerlem,  respectfully  represent,  that  to 
their  great  surprise  and  solicitude,  they  have  been  hiformed  that  the  eight 
guiidm  which  your  Honors  required  said  proprietors  to  pay  for  each 
morgen  of  land  taken  by  them,  should  be  paid  in  heater$^  or  their  value ; 
whereas  this  was  not  the  understanding  of  your  petitioners,  who,  in 
regard  to  the  announcement  made  by  your  Honors,  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1658,  as  to  the  privileges  with  'which  this  village  was  to  be  favored,  did 
not  otherwise  conceive  respecting  the  price  set  upon  said  land,  but  that 
payment  thereof  was  to  be  made  in  setcant  currency,  according  to  the 

*  Philippe  Casier,  had  he  lived,  must  have  proved  a  most  useful  inhab- 
itant.  His  adventurous  voyage  from  France  to  the  West  Indies,  back  to 
Holland,  thence  up  the  Rhine,  and  finally  to  this  country,  with  his  eight 
in  family,  are  events  in  his  life  already  noticed.  Another  ch.,  Sarah,  was 
added  in  1662,  when  Casier  had  become  a  resident  and  landholder  at  H. 
He  and  w.  Marie  Taine  united  with  the  chh.  Oct.  2,  of  that  year,  and  on 
Nov.  16,  he  was  made  a  magistrate.  But  near  the  close  of  the  ensuing 
winter,  1663,  death  arrested  his  usefulness.  He  had  but  just  sold,  Jan.  11, 
1663,  a  lot  on  Van  Keulen's  Hook  to  Jacob  Eldertsen,  also  called  Brouwer 
(Brewer),  from  his  former  occupation.  Selling  her  lands  to  Joost  van  Obli- 
nus,  the  wid.  bought  a  house  in  the  Markvelt-steegie,  in  hf.  Y.,  and  lived 
there  for  some  years,  with  her  sons  Jean  and  Jacques,  who  were  bakers. 
In  1671  she  m.  Jean  le  Roy,  of  H.,  and  afterward  went  with  him  to  Suten 
Island.  Her  dr.  Hester,  b.  at  Sluts,  in  Flanders,  m.  in  1677  Jean  Belle- 
ville, who  was  living  in  1703.  They  had  sons  Jean,  b.  1677,  Philip,  b. 
1679.  etc*  S^  Martina .  The  younger  dr.,  Sarah  Casier,  m.  1680  Jacques 
Guion,  merchant,  from  St.  Martin,  France,  she  being  much  his  junior.  His 
will,  made  May  3,  1680,  was  proved  Dec.  i,  1694,  and  his  wid.  admitted  es- 
ecutrix.  Guion  visited  Europe  in  1678.  He  owned  200  acres  of  land  00 
■  Staten  Island,  granted  him  Oct.  13,  1664,  on  which  some  of  his  desc.  stiU 
reside.  Philip  Casier*s  two  sons,  in  1673,  were  members  of  Capt.  Steen* 
wyck's  troop  ;  but  Jacques  appears  to  have  soon  d.  unm.  Jean  accom- 
panied his  mo.  to  Staten  Island  in  1676,  obtaining  that  year  a  grant  of  80 
acres  of  land  on  Long  Neck.  He  m.  in  1680  Elizabeth,  dr.  of  John  Da- 
men,  of  Brooklyn.  In  1701  he,  and  his  br.-in-law,  Jean  Belleville,  owning 
an  adjoining  farm,  with  other  neighbors  like  themselves,  bom  French  sub- 
jects (Casier  had  his  birth  in  the  French  island  of  Martinique),  sent  their 
names  to  England,  and  were  naturalized  by  act  of  ParliamenL  Casier  made 
his  win  Dec.  26,  1709,  which  was  proved  the  next  month,  Jan.  24,  1710. 
Susannah,  a  second  w.,  survived  him.  His  chn.  then  living  were  Philip 
and  Peter,  who  shared  his  farm,  and  drs.  Sophia  and  Elizabeth.  Has  not 
this  name  become  Casey  f 
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CQStooiary  usage.  Had  they  understood  differently,  they  would  never 
have  agreed,  nor  could  have  been  persuaded,  to  burden  themselves  with 
80  hard  an  undert^ing  as  that  of  bringing  those  lands  under  cultivation, 
besides  paying  tnus  heavily  for  thero  ;  and  even  yet  the  petitioners, 
instead  of  finding  themselves  eased  in  their  labors,  have  great  difficulty 
in  making  these  lands  fit  for  tillage,  so  thev  are  now  wholly  discouraged, 
as  they  did  not  apprehend  that  they  should  encounter  the  present 
difficulty.  Wherefore,  addressing  themselves  to  your  Honors,  they  pray 
that  your  Honors  may  be  pleased  to  declare,  by  a  favorable  answer  on 
the  margin,  that  the  petitioners  may  pay  the  eight  guilders  per  morgen, 
in  micanty  in  the  usual  couree  between  man  and  man.* 

Jan  Pibtersen,  his  mark  IP  Dirck  Claessen. 

Hbndb.  J.  Vandr.  Vin  D.  Tourneur. 

Jean  le  Rot,  his  mark  +  Moy  Pier  Crbsson. 

MoENiB  Peterson,  his  mark  4  N.  D*  Meyer. 

Jan  Lourens,  his  mark  N  Bimon  de  Ruine,  Am  mark  + 

GousBEAU.  M.  Mutden! 

Hendrick  Earstens,  his  mark  H      Jaques  Cresson. 

As  the  effect  of  their  former  decision  upon  this  subject  had 
been  to  force  some  worthy  persons  to  sell  out  their  improve- 
ments and  quit  the  town,  the  Director  and  Council  now  conceded 
more  than  the  petition  asked  for.     Their  answer  was  as  follows : 

This  19th  March,  1663.  The  foregoing  petition  being  presented  and 
read,  and  besides  this,  the  proposals  of 'the  schepens  of  the  village  of 
Kew  Haerlem,  mode  in  the  name  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  village, 
having  been  heard  and  considered  ;  the  Director-General  and  Council, 
after  some  debate  pro  and  con^  have  resolved  to  relieve  the  inhabitants 
from  the  payment  of  the  eight  guilders  per  morgen,  which  they  agreed 
to  and  were  held  to  pay,  by  the  terms  upon  which  the  lands  were  dis- 
tributed :  PromcM,  that  the  said  inhabitants,  in  lieu  of  an  exemption 
from  tithes  for  fifteen  years,  shall  enjoy  the  same  but  eight  years  ;  so 
that  they  shall  be  obliged  to  satisfy  the  tithes  promptly  in  the  year 
1666,  which  said  tithes,  from  1666  to  1672,  both  years  inclusive,  shall, 
in  place  of  the  eight  guilders  per  morgen,  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  parties 
(or  their  creditors),  who  were  formerly  expelled  from  said  lands. 

*  Beaver  and  other  furs,  with  sewant  (see  note  p.  153),  together  formed 
the  common  currency  among  the  settlers.  Beaver  was  convenient  for  large 
payments,  especially  for  remitunces  to  Holland,  as  was  sewant  for  small 
payments  and  for  making  change,  and  this  was  the  currency  mainly  used  in  all 
ordinary  tradinff.  But  beaver,  which  was  as  gold,  always  commanding  its 
fixed  price,  had  become  so  scarce  as  often  not  to  be  had  lor  the  payment  of 
a  debt,  without  going  a  long  distance  for  it,  even  to  Fort  Orange  or  the  Del- 
aware River  ;  while  sewant  was  plenty,  and  its  value  fluctuating.  There- 
fore this  distinction  ;  a  guilder  beaver^  that  is,  a  guilder  payable  in  beaver, 
was  counted  40  cents,  at  the  standard  value  of  the  guilder,  but  a  guilder  se* 
foant  was  worth  only  one  third  of  the  former,  or  13^  cents,  and  depreciated 
still  more.  Hence  a  wide  difference  how  the  bargain  was,  whether  to  pay 
the  stipulated  number  of  guilders  in  beaver  or  in  sewant 


"  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


222  DISTORT  OF  HARLEM. 

Thus  was  put  to  rest,  to  the  great  relief  of  the  inhabitants,  a 
question  which  had  been  a  long-standing  source  of  anxiety  with 
them  ;  and  the  history  of  which  is  important,  first,  as  showing 
on  what  terms  the  lands  were  finally  held,  and  second,  to  what 
labor  and  trouble  the  settlers  were  put,  in  felling  the  forests  and 
subduing  the  soil,  to  make  themselves  a  home  ;  a  struggle  truly, 
with  their  scanty  means.  But  they  had  come  to  a  point  when 
their  courage,  energy,  and  faith  in  God  were  to  be  put  to  a  more 
severe  test.* 

Astounding  news  reached  the  villagers  of  an  Indian  onslaught 
and  massacre  at  Esopu^,  on  June  7th,  in  which  some  of  their 
friends  and  kinsfolk  were  sufferers,  and  witnessed  by  Jacob  El- 
derts,  who  had  lately  gone  thither.  The  schout,  Montague,  in 
the  flush  of  nuptial  greetings  on  his  union  with  Maria  Vermeille, 
a  lady  from  his  native  place,  was  shocked  t.o  hear  that  his  sister 
Van  Imbroch  and  her  little  Lysbet  were  in  captivity  with  the 
savages.  Harlem  was  all  alarm.  The  town  people  assembled  June 
12th,  by  orders  from  below,  and  with  the  advice  of  the  magis- 
trates, Montague,  Claessen,  Tourneur  and  Muyden,  and  clear- 
headed Slot,  asked  to  sit  with  them  as  extraordinary  schepen, 
proceeded  to  take  the  necessary  steps  for  inclosing  tlie  village 
with  a  line  of  stockades,  and  putting  it  in  a  complete  state  of 

*  David  Uzille,  the  Huguenot,  m.  to  Maria,  dr.  of  Philip  Casier,  bad 
now  left  the  town,  and,  as  did  the  Casiers  aiterward,  probiably  went  to 
Staten  Island,  because  his  son,  Peter  Uzille,  was  living  there  ApL  6.  i686, 
when  he  m.  Cornelia  Damen,  of  the  Wallabout,  a  sr.  of  Mrs.  Jean  Casier. 
Peter  went  thence  to  Bushwick,  near  his  br.-in-law,  Michael  Parmentier,  but 
both  ultimately  removed  to  Poughkeepsie,  Duchess  Co.,  where  Uzille  was 
living  in  1714.  His  sr.  Maria-Magdalen  Uzille,  b.  at  H.  in  1662,  m.,  I  be* 
Heve,  Jonas  Le  Roy,  of  Esopus.  Peter  Uzille's  chn.  were  John,  b.  1688,  of 
whom  nfa.;  Sophia,  b.  1691,  m.  171a  Storm  Bratt,  of  Albany  ;  Cornelia,  b. 
1693.  ro.  1714  Job.  Becker  ;  Helena,  b.  1696,  m.  1716  William  HooghteeU 
ing  ;  Elizabeth,  b.  1701,  Peter,  b.  1703,  and  David,  b.  1708.  David,  living 
at  Albany,  had  by  w»  Engeltie  Vrooman,  the  following  chn.,  viz.:  Peter,  b. 
1733.  Cornelia,  b.  1734,  Gertrude,  b.  1736,  and  Adam,  b.  1738.  Peter  UziUe, 
b.  1703,  m.  Anna  Ackerson  1724,  and  settled  at  Schoharie.  In  his  will, 
made  an  a  sick-bed,  Feb.  9,  1747,  he  provided  that  if  his  w.  should  have  a 
son,  he  was  to  take  half  his  farm  ;  otherwise  to  go  to  his  drs.,  after  his  w.*s 
d.  To  these,  viz.,  Cornelia,  Elizabeth,  Engeltie,  Maria,  Annetie,  Janneke, 
and  Catharine,  the  pious  la.  gives  this  touching  counsel :  **  My  loving  chil- 
dren, this  is  the  last  I  shall  recommend  to  you  ;  divide  my  estate  peaceably 
amongst  you  all,  according  to  the  intent  and  meaning  of  my  last  will  ami 
testament,  and  look  upon  the  poor  and  help  them,  love  your  neighbor,  and 
keep  the  peace  among  you  and  with  all  men,  honor  your  mother  and  your 
king,  and  fear  God  and  keep  his  commandments."  Some  of  these  drs.  nu 
Vroomans.    This  name  took  the  form  of  ZielU  and  Seely 
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defense.  Ten  persons  were  designated  to  cut  palisades^  and  f pur 
others  to  draw  them  to  the  village  ;  while  Toumeur  and  Jaqnes 
Cresson  were  deputed  to  procure  a  supply  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion promised  from  the  Manhattans.  At  the  same  time  the  dozen 
or  more  soldiers  stationed  here,  together  with  the  settlers  (excln- 
siTe  of  the  presiding  magistrates)^  forty  persons  in  all^  were 
formed  into  military  companies^  which  after  some  time  spent 
in  changing  and  rearranging  the  ranks,  were  duly  organized. 
For  officers  the  eldest  and  most  capable  persons  were  selected. 
In  the  first  company,  Pierre  Cresson,  in  the  ripe  manhood  of  fifty- 
odd  years  and  still  very  active,  was  assigned  the  chief  and  respon- 
sible command  of  corporal;  with  Isaac  Vermeille,  aged  sixty- 
two,  as  his  lancepesade;  and  Olaude  le  Maistre,  turned  of  fifty 
years,  and  Lubbert  Gerritsen,  about  forty,  as  adelborats  or  cadets. 
Of  the  second  company  Willem  Jansen  was  made  lancepesade, 
and  the  cadets  were  Jan  de  Weever  (the  weaver)  and  Arent  Sny- 
der (or  the  tailor),  by  the  last  probably  meant  Arent  Harmans 
Bussing.  Of  the  third  company,  Simon  de  Buine,  ^'  the  Wal- 
loon," was  chosen  corporal;  Nelis  Matthyssen,  Uncepesade, 
and  Pieter  Jansen  Slot  and  Barent  Acker,  cadets.'" 

Two  days  after  the  munitions  of  war  were  received  from  Heer 
Van  Rnyven,  the  government  officer,  to  wit :  3  steen  stucken 
(cannons  carrying  a  seven  or  eight  pound  ball) ;  5  snaphaanen,  or 
firelocks ;  3  musquets,  or  matchlocks ;  36  steen  balls  (for  the 
steen  stucken) ;  50  pounds  of  cannon  powder  ;  10  pounds  of  fine 

*  Tbe  privates  were  as  follows  : 

is/  Company,  Ambrosius  de  Weerham, 

Xert  Pietersen  Bu^  Ane  Noonnan. 

iohannes  Piet'n  Buys, 
aqnes  Cresson,  yi  Company. 


fc!' 

Tboi 


mas  Ottosen.  .  ^^  Noonnan, 

company.  S^""'"' 

Tan  Schoenmaker,  Derick  de  Vries, 

Hans  Littou,  Adolph  Meyer, 

Abram  Littou,  Cornells  Aertse  Bu^ 

Michiel  Littoo,  Jean  Casier. 
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powder,  and  15  bars  of  lead  for  running  bullets.  At  onoe  the 
small  arms  were  distributed  to  such  as  needed  them.  On  the 
16th  six  more  matchlocks  were  obtained,  together  with  a  bun- 
dle of  match  for  touching  off  the  matchlocks  and  cannon.  The 
former  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  those  still  unsupplied.  The 
persons  to  whom  the  small  arms  were  given,  one  to  eac}i,  were 
Daniel  Toumeur,  Jan  La  Montague,  MichielJ.  Muyden,  Jaques 
Cresson,  and  Jan  P.  Slot,  supplied  with  firelocks ;  and  Isaac 
Vermeille,  Abram  Vermeille,  Pierre  Cresson,  Jean  le  Boy, 
Glaude  le  Maistre,  and  Aert  P.  Buys,  with  musqtiets.  Mr.  Muy- 
den also  took  musquet^  for  two  of  his  workmen.  The  '^  steen 
stucken*'  were  properly  mounted.  Thus  prepared  to  repel  an 
attack,  the  villagers  awaited  the  course  of  events,  keeping  up  a 
strict  watch. 

New  Harlem  now  became  in  fact  a  garrisoned  outpost  to  New 
Amsterdam,  and  a  barrier  against  Indian  raids  ;  with  Stuyvesant, 
a  cherished  object,  as  before  seen,  in  his  anxiety  to  protect  the 
metropolis.  In  view  of  the  public  danger  the  Director  and  Coun- 
cil invited  delegates  from  all  the  villages  to  a  conference  at  New 
Amsterdam,  on  July  6th.  Harlem  found  it  safest  to  keep  every 
man  at  his  post,  but  answered  by  letter,  promising  to  detail  a 
force  of  eight  soldiers  **  whenever  the  necessity  might  require 
if  Troops  being  needed  soon  after  for  an  expedition  to 
Esopus,  to  subdue  the  Indians  and  give  relief  to  the  settlers 
there,  a  part  of  the  regular  force  at  Harlem  departed  upon  that 
service,  accompanied  by  others  who  went  in  response  to  the 
urgent  call  for  volunteers  which  was  made  through  all  the  vil- 
lages about  New  Amsterdam. 

The  savages  at  Esopus  were  soon  made  to  flee  before  the  ad- 
vance of  the  resolute  Dutch  soldiers ;  but  armed  parties  still 
kept  the  war-path,  threatening  vengeance  on  the  whites  and 
whoever  should  aid  them.  It  happened  during  the  month  of 
July  that  the  now  friendly  Wickquaskeeks,  apprehending  a 
hostile  visit  from  such,  left  their  usual  haunts  and  removed  for 
safety  over  into  the  woods  near  Harlem.  The  sudden  appear- 
ance of  so  large  a  body  of  Indians,  including  some  eighty  war- 
riors, in  the  vicinity  of  the  village,  caused  much  excitement 
there,  till  the  sachem  SauwenArack,  with  his  brother,  came 
to  the  magistrates  and  gave  the  reason  of  their  visit     They 
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brought  the  pleasing  intelligence  that  the  sister  of  Mr.  Mon- 
tagne  had  been  released  from  captivity  through  the  interven- 
tion of  the  friendly  Mohawks,  and  conveyed  to  her  home ; 
but  they  also  gave  this  piece  of  disagreeable  news,  that 
the  Indians  of  the  Wappinger  tribe  had  warned  them  that  the 
Esopus  Indians  were  intending,  within  five  or  six  days,  to  de- 
scend the  river,  forty  or  fifty  strong,  in  order  to  surprise  and 
murder  them,  the  Wickquaskeeks,  and  also  destroy  New  Har- 
lem and  other  settlements  about  Manhattan.  Their  message  de- 
livered, the  chiefs  hastened  "  of  their  own  accord"  to  New  Am- 
sterdam, and  repeated  it  to  the  Director  General,  With  the  oflfer 
of  their  services,  in  the  common  peril  to  which  all  were  ex- 
posed. 

No  little  anxiety  was  felt  at  Harlem  for  a  time,  but  the 
talked-of  visit  was  not  made,  and  the  movements  of  the  Wick- 
quaskeeks came  to  excite  no  apprehension.  The  sachem  and  his 
people — a  thing  they  once  would  have  scorned  to  ask  of  the 
white  man — sought  permission  to  fish  near  the  village,  which  was 
granted  on  condition  that  they  should  never  approach  that  place 
with  their  weapons ';  and  for  the  purpose  of  ready  identification, 
in  their  intercourse  with  the  settlers,  they  were  given  copies  of 
the  official  seal  of  the  West  India  Company,  *^  printed  in  wax 
upon  small  billets, '*  to  be  shown  upon  occasion.  Still  the  mag- 
istrates relaxed  none  of  their  vigijance.  Another  thirty  pounds 
of  powder,  obtained  of  the  commissary,  was  distributed,  Septem- 
ber 2d,  to  the  following  persons,  a  pound  to  each  : 

Monis  Peterson,  Barent  Acker, 

Simon  de  Ruine,  Pierre  Cresson, 

Hendrick  Karstens,  Jaques  Cresson^ 

Jan  Jansen  Slot,  Jean  le  Roy, 

Jan  Teunissen,  Jan  Cogu, 

Jan  Schoenmaker^  Michiel  Littou, 

Arent  Snyder,  Joh.  Pietersen  Buys, 

Nelis  Matthyssen,  Glaude  le  Maistre, 

Adolph  Meyer,  Lubbert  Gerritsen, 

Aert  Pietersen  Buys,  Jean  Frenchman, 

Comelis  Aertsen  Buys,  Jan  La  Montague, 

Hans  Deen,  Jan  Pietersen  Slot^ 
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Govert  Noonnan^  Daniel  Toumeur, 

Jacob  Droogschecrder,  Pieter  Jansen  Slot, 

Jan  Noorman,  Mr.  Willem.* 

The  public  apprehensions  were  gradually  removed  by  a  series 
of  victories  over  the  Esopus  Indians,  which  forced  them  to  sub- 
mit. But  the  people  of  the  province  were  ill  at  ease.  Dele- 
gates from  the  viUages,  met  to  consider  their  common  dangers, 
signed,  November  2d,  an  urgent  appeal  to  the  West  India 
Company,  praying  for  protection  both  against  the  Indians  and 
the  neighboring  New  England  colonies,  which  latter  were  now 
preparing  to  end  a  long  diplomatic  warfare  with  the  Dutch 
authorities  touching  their  boundaries,  by  boldly  asserting  a 
claim  to  the  whole  of  New  Netherland. 

Notwithstanding  the  ruffled  state  of  public  affairs,  there  was 
a  growing  activity  at  Harlem,  as  may  be  judged  from  the  valu- 
able accession  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  which  the  current 
year  (1663)  had  brought.  With  most  of  these,  already  incident- 
ally mentioned  in  the  transactions  of  the  year,  we  have  been 
made  acquainted  in  former  pages.  Glaude  le  Maistro  (or  Dela- 
mater)  had  removed  here,  after  living  about  ten  years  at  Flat- 
bush,  where  he  owned  a  farm  and  two  village  lots,  which  he 
sold  July  31st,  1662.  He  bought  two  allotments  of  land  at 
Harlem  from  Daniel  Tourneur,  who  had  purchased  them  of 
Jacques  Cousseau,  and  subsequently  got  a  patent  for  them* 
Johannes  Verveelen,  previously  for  several  years  ah  innkeeper  in 
New  Amsterdam,  had  come  to  resume  his  old  business,  and  to 
enter  immediately  upon  pnblic  life. 

But  the  new  arrivals  were  mostly  direct  from  fatherland.  The 
Vermeille  or  Vermilye  family,  six  in  number,  had  reached  Man- 
hattan early  in  1663,  via  the  Delaware  River ;  the  family  of 
Oblinus  arriving  during  the  ensuing  spring,  after  a  quick  pas- 

*  Jan  Schoenmaker  and  Arent  Snyder  may  have  been  Dyckman  and 
Bussing  ;  but  we  have  no  sufficient  proof.  By  **  Mr.  Willem,"  and  **  Wil- 
lem Jansen,"  Jan  La  Montagne,  who  makes  the  record,  no  doubt  means  his 
brother.  Fourteen  of  those  enrolled  June  I2  are  not  in  the  above  list,  viz., 
Isaac  Vermeille,  Abram  Vermeille,  Jean  Casier,  Arent  Moseman,  Hans  and 
Abram  Littou,  Ambrose  de  Weerham,  Jan  de  Wcever,  Thomas  Ottosen, 
Dirck  de  Vries,  Arie  Noorman,  Roelof  Noorman,  and  Jacob  Noorroan. 
Gone,  we  presume,  with  the  forces  to  Esopus  ;  Moseman  certainly  had,  and 
he,  Casier,  and  Isaac  Vermeille  are  the  only  ones  known  to  have  returned  to 
Harlem. 
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sage,  and  coming  direct  to  Harlem  ;  as  did  Johannes  Buys 
(though  by  another  vessel,  the  Bosetree,  which  left  Amsterdam 
March  16th,  1663),  joining  his  brother,  who  had  preceded  him 
hither  some  two  years.*  The  yonnger  Oblinus  at  once  entered 
the  employ  of  Delamater,  but  before  the  year  closed  his  father 
became  a  proprietor  by  the  purchase  of  the  allotment  of  Philip 
Casier,  deceased.  Oif  Oblinus'  companions  on  board  the 
Spotted  Cow,  Demarest  went  to  Staten  Island,  Journee  and 
Bogertto  Brooklyn,  and  the  Bastiaensen  brothers  to  Stuyvesant's 
Bowery,  though  they  all  soon  after  came  to  Harlem.  The  Bas- 
tiaenaens,  it  may  be  observed,  were  the  ancestors  of  the  entire 
Kortright  or  Courtright  family,  in  the  States  of  New  York  and 
New  Jersey,  and  also  through  other  branches,  of  the  families  of 
Ryer  and  Michiel  (now  Mekeel  and  McKeel — a  Dutch  meta- 
morphosed into  a  Hibernian  name  !)  of  Westchester  and  other 
counties  of  our  State,  and  that  of  Low,  in  Somerset  County, 
New  Jersey,  but  distinct  from  the  Lows  of  Ulster  County,  named 
in  a.preceding  note.     Arent  Jansen  Moesman — first  met  with  at 

*  Isaac  Vbrmilyb  had  as  companions  on  the  vojrage,  Jacque  Cossait, 
Nicolas  da  Puis.  Gideon  Merlett,  Jean  le  Conseille,  Louis  Lacqueman,  Ja- 
cob Kolver,  and  Jan  Boockhoolts,  as  also  Arnout  du  Toict  (these  now 
written  Cashovjy  Depew^  MarUit^  Conselyea^  Lakeman  or  Lockman^  Culver^ 
Buckhout^  etc.).  aU  having  lived  at  Leyden,  we  presume,  as  we  know  had 
Buckhout^  Culver,  and  Vermilye  ;  and  probably  all  Walloons  except  Buck- 
hoot  Vermilye,  with  his  w.  and  dr.  Maria  (later  Mrs.  Montanye),  and  all 
bis  fellow-passengers  above  named,  save  Culver  and  Buckhout,  joined  the 
ebb;  at  New  Amsterdam  Apl.  i,  1663,  no  doubt  bv  letter.  The  wives  of 
Cossarc,  Du  Puis,  and  Lacqueman  also  united.  Vermilye  came  directly  to 
H.  Buckhout  became  **  koeherder  van  de  geraente  desen  stede.**  The  rest 
made  an  application.  Mar.  19,  1663,  for  land  and  seed  grain,  and  victuals 
for  six  months,  showing  their  necessities.  Buckhout  later  owned  a  farm  at 
Mespat,  and  left  two  sons,  Capt.  Matthias,  who  sailed  a  coaster,  and  Peter, 
a  farmer  ;  and  whence  come  die  families  of  this  name.  Du  Toict  was  from 
Lille,  and  probably  related  to  David  du  Toict,  of  Leyden,  son-in-law  of 
Gerard  de  Forest.  By  his  w.  Madeleine  Amauids  he  had  a  son  Abraham,  b. 
164S,  lessee  of  Pierre  Cresson's  meadows  at  H.  in  1668  ;  who  m.  Jannetie, 
dr.  of  Jerome  Boquet  (Bokee\  and  had  a  family.  He  went  to  New  Utrecht 
and  bought  a  farm,  served  during  the  second  Dutch  rule  as  a  soldier,  under 
Capt  Knyf,  in  N.  Y.,  afterward  lived  at  Bedford,  but  with  his  w.  joined 
the  Bergen  chh.  July  21,  1681.  Lakeman  brought  a  w.,  Anna  du  Sauchoy, 
and  3  chn.,  b.  1656, 1658,  1660,  but  had  also  a  Jacob,  b.  1664,  besides  other 
chn.  by  a  second  w.,  Maria  Walters.  Two  of  the  chn.  that  came  over  with 
him  were  Abraham  and  Peter,  who  afterward  got  grants  upon  Staten 
Island,  but  Peter  Lakeman  removed  to  N.  Y.  in  1698,  when  he  m.  wid.  Jan- 
netie Stavast.  Mariett  brought  his  w.  and  sons  Joshua,  b.  1647,  Paul,  b. 
1^54*  John,  b.  1656,  and  Abraham,  b.  1658,  and  settled  on  S.  I.  The  name 
has  now  left  the  Island,  but  is  found  in  other  sections  of  N.  Y.  and  in  N.  J. 
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AinBterdam  in  1662,  acting  as  purveyor  to  the  passengers  abont 
to  leave,  March  llth^  in  the  merchant  ship  Golden  Eagle,  for 
New  Amstel  on  the  Delavirare,  and  in  which  he  also  took  pas- 
sage, arriving  at  the  Manhattans  May  2d — ^had  found  his  way  to 
Harlem,  as  before  seen.  Now  returned  from  the  Esopus  war, 
with  the  credit  and  profits  of  some  special  service  rendered,  he 
became  the  purchaser  of  a  bouwery  upon  Jochem  Pieters  and 
Van  Keulen^s  Hook,  the  history  of  which  derives  interest  from 
its  subsequent  owners,  Delavall,  Carteret,  and  others.  Indeed 
the  village  was  fast  filling  up,  and  already  showed  a  disposition  to 
exceed  the  limits  of  the  protecting  palisades.  At  a  court  held 
on  December  4th,  Derick  Claessen,  who  after  quitting  the  town 
had  again  returned,  applied  for  "  the  house  lot  lying  without 
the  gate  ;"  and  Johannes  Vermilye  also  made  a  similar  applica- 
tion. Many,  with  the  returning  sense  of  security,  were  laying 
plans  for  the  future. 

By  a  recent  choice  of  magistrates,  confirmed  November  17th, 
the  new  board  consisted  of  Jan  La  Montague,  "  who  for  certain 
reasons,"   say  the  Council,  **  shall  yet  bo  continued  for  one 

Gossan  brought  his  w.  Lytlta  Willtams  and  2  chn.  <A  iS  ironths  and  5  yrs. 
They  had  also  Jacob,  b.  i668»  David,  167 1,  Anthony,  1673.     Jacob  m.   169s 
Anna  Maria,  dr.  of  Joh.  Caspars  Springsteen.     He,  and  Anthony  who  m. 
1696  Elizabeth,  dr.  of  Jan  Tymensen  Valentine,  of  Schenectady,  were  resi- 
dents of  Brooklyn  ;  their  posterity  bearing  the  name  Cashow  or  Carshow. 
Jacob  Cosart,  b.  at  Brooklyn  1701,  a  son  of  Anthony,  d.  at  Bound  Brook, 
N.  J.,  Apl.  19,  1772.     David  Cosart,  m.  1696,  St3^tie,  b.  1677,  dr.  of  Joris 
Jansen  van  Hoorn,  and  had  with  other  chn.  b.  in  N.  Y.  city,  sons  George. 
Jacob,  David,  John,  Francis.     He  d.  between  1736  and  1740,  in  Somerset 
CO.,  N.  J.,  leaving  farms  there  to  his  sons  George,  David  and  Francis.     Con- 
selyea  m.  Phebe  Schut,  and  lived  in  Bushwick,   where  his  old  iarm-house  till 
late  remained.     He  had  sons,  John,  b.  1679,  Peter,  16SS,  and  a  dr.,  Mar- 
garet,  who  m.  Joh.  van  Tilburg  and  Claes  Bogert.     Culver,  whose  w.  was 
Sarah,  dr.  of  Peter  Hasbrouck,  d.  soon  after  the  birth  of  his    dr.   Sarah, 
and  the  next  year,  1664,  his  wid.  m.  Jacob  Jansen   Blaeck,  from  Amster- 
dam, by  whom  she    had  other  chn.      The  dr.,  Sarah  Culver,  b.   1663,  m. 
Peter  Losee,  of  Bushwick  ;  her  sr.  Geertie  Culver,  b.  1657,  m.  Comelis  Jan- 
sen Zeeuw,  and  their  br.  Jacob  Culver  (b.  1659,  at  Leyden,  d.  1694,  in  N. 
Y.)  m.  1684  Jannetie,  dr.  of  Joh.  Caspars  Springsteen,  of  Brooklyn.    Their 
dr.  Sarah,  b.  1686,  m.  David  L.  Ackerman,  of  Hackensack ;  their  dr.  Maria 
m.  Joost  Springsteen,  of  Newtown,  and  their  son  Johannes  Culver,  b.  16891, 
m.  Sarah,  dr.  of  James  Way,  and  Mary,  dr.  of  John  Gancel,  served  as  an 
elder  at  Newtown,  and  there  d.,June  12,  1760,  leaving  several  sons.     Dc- 
pew,  who  was  from  Artois,  was  sworn  as  "beer  and  weigh-house  porter,** 
at  N.  Y.,  June  19,  1665.     Here  he  d.  in  1691,  leaving  issue  by  his  vr.  Cata- 
lina  Renard,  Jean,  b.  1656,  Moses,  1657,  Aaron,  1664,  Susannah,  1669,  ^'^^ 
Nicholas, -1670.     From  these  spring  the  numerous  Depcw  families  of  Ulster 
and  Orange  counties  and  of  the  Minisink  Flats. 
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year;"  besides  Daniel  Tourneur,  Johannes Verveelen, and  Jan 
Pietersen  Slot.  The  religions  interests  of  the  village  were  sofiFer- 
ing,  and  called  for  their  first  care.  Do.  Zypems  had  recently 
taken  his  leave,  probably  early  in  1663,  when  his  wife  transferred 
her  church  connection  from  New  Amsterdam  to  Brooklyn. 
Chosen  at  different  times  as  an  arbiter  between  parties  in  liti- 
gation, Mr.  Zypems  had  made  himself  useful  outside  of  his 
olBce  or  special  sphere  of  duty,  and  had  acquired  the  respect  of 
the  community.  Disposing  of  his  lands  to  Sergeant  Juriaeu 
Hancl,  of  Bergen,  he  i*emoved  with  his  family  to  Virginia,  where 
he  afterward  preached  many  years,  in  North  River  Precinct, 
now  Kingston  Parish,  in  Mathews  County ;  having  conformed 
to  the  Church  of  England.^ 

The  experiment  had  evidently  proven  the  inability  of  the  con- 
gregation to  support  a  minister,  and  since  the  departure  of 
Zyperus,  not  without  much  effort  had  the  Sabbath  services  been 
sustained.  Hence  at  the  meeting  referred  to,  on  December  4th, 
1663,  one  of  the  magistrates,  Mr.  Verveelen  was  *'  chosen  by  a 
popular  vote  to  inquire  for  a  Voorleser,^^  or,  in  other  words,  a 
parish  clerk.  This  office,  though  akin  to  that  of  precentor  or 
chorister  in  the  Romish  cathedral  service  and  in  the  Scotch  kirk, 
was  in    its  range  of  duties  quite  peculiar  to  the  Reformed 

t 

♦  Do.  Zyperus*  w.  was  the  dr.  of  Claes  Duurkoop  ;  her  br.,  Jan  Duur- 
kcibp.  and  sr.  Jannetie,  w.  of  Hendrick  Jansen  Been,  were  living  at  Brook- 
iyn  in  1662.  whence,  probably  on  their  account,  Mrs.  Zyperus  took  her 
church  letter  Mar.  25.  1663.  With  the  departure  of  herself  and  husband 
soon  after  disappear  also  her  kindred  above  named.  While  here  Do.  Z.  had 
two  chn.  baptized,  viz.,  Cornelius,  Dec.  21,  1659,  and  Hiliegond,  Aug.  14, 
1661 ;  the  last  named  for  Mrs.  Cornells  Van  Ruyven.  He  is  noticed  as  rector 
of  Kingston  Parish  in  a  list  of  the  Virginia  clergy,  dated  June  30,  1680. 
But  this  is  verified  by  his  old  vestry-book,  now  in  the  custody  of  the  Episcopal 
Theological  Seminary  near  Alexandria,  extracts  from  which  were  kindly 
famished  me  by  the  late  principal,  Rev.  William  Sparrow,  D.D.,  since  de- 
ceased, and  containing  all  additional  that  I  know  of  Zyperus  in  Virginia. 
The  record  begins  only  with  Nov.  15,  1679,  but  the  last  mention  of  him,  as 
follows,  is  suggestive : 

'*  The  27th  of  June,  1687.  The  day  abovesaid  Mr.  Mychaell  Zyperus,  Min- 
islr.  did  promise  to  g^ve  fitt  and  convenient  Glasses  for  ye  Window  at  ye 
Gable  End  of  ye  New  Chappell  to  be  built  for  ye  North  River  precinct.  In 
witness  whereof  he  hath  hereunto  sett  his  hand.  M.  Zyperus." 

Interesting  thus  to  take  leave  of  him  actively  at  work  rearing  the  walls  of 
Zion,  in  that  field  which  he  had  chosen,  and  where  he  probably  ended  his 
labors.  I  strongly  suspect  that  Do.  Zyperus*  descendants  compose  the  re- 
spectable family  of  Sypher^  of  Pennsylvania,  whose  early  Michaels ->a  fact, 
with  others,  made  known  to  me  by  Mr.  J.  R.  Sypher,  of  Philadelphia — seem 
to  favor  it 
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Dutch  Church.  Its  incumbent,  acting  either  in  place  of  or  as 
an  assistant  to  the  domine,  must  needs  be  a  person  not  only  of 
suitable  gifts  and  culture,  but  of  exemplary  life  and  approved 
piety.  Standing  before  the  pulpit,  he  read  the  Scriptures  at  the 
opening  of  public  worship,  whence  came  his  title,  voorleser,  or 
forereuder.  He  led  the  congregation  in  singing  David's  Psalms 
in  metre,  lining  off  the  yerses  one  by  one,  as  they  proceeded, 
with  melodies  long  drawn  out,  but  stately  and  solemn.*  In  the 
absence  of  a  preacher  his  duties  were  augmented.^  He  then 
read  a  sermon  from  the  works  of  some  orthodox  Dutch  divine, 
and  in  a  word  conducted  the  entire  service  so  far  as  belonged 
to  a  layman  to  do.  Ho  visited  and  administered  comfort  to  the 
sick,  and  those  nigh  to  death,  and  when  desired  performed  the 
burial  service.  He  instructed  the  children  in  the  Heidelberg 
catechism,  filled  the  office  of  schoolmaster,  and  in  addition  kept 
the  records  and  accounts  of  the  church  and  town.  In  fact,  ex- 
cept the  administration  of  holy  ordinances,  he  performed  all  the 
functions  of  pastor,  besides  those  of  chorister,  schoolmaster, 
and  secretary.  To  these  were  usually  added  the  duties  of  yen- 
due-master,  or  public  auctioneer. 

Jan  La  Montague,  already  acting  as  secretary,  being  conferred 
with  and  found  willing  to  assume  the  full  office  of  voorleser,  the 
schepens,  after  advising  with  Governor  Stuyvesant,  prepared  the 

♦  Imagine  our  devout  fathers  thus  gravely  singing,  in  the  foUowing 
words,  their  favorite  23d  Psalm  : 

I.  Myn  Godt  voed  my  als  myn  Herder  gepresen  ; 
Dies  sal  ilc  geenes  dings  behoeftik  wesen. 
In^'t  groene  gras  sceliestik  hy  my  weydet : 
En  aen  dat  soet  water  hy  my  geleydet : 
Hy  verquiclct  myn  ziel,  die  seer  is  verslegen  ; 
Om  syn»  naems  wil  leyt  hy  my  in  syn  wegen. 

3.  Alwaer*t  schoon  dat  ick  in't  dal  des  doots  g^nge, 
En  dat  my  des  doots  schaduwe  omvinge, 
Ik  vreese  niet»  gy  zyt  by  my  gestadig, 
En  gy  troost  my  met  uwen  suf  genadigh. 
Gy  maeckt  ryk  met  goede  seer  velerhanden 
Myn  lafel  voor  d'oogen  myner  vyanden. 

3.  Gy  salst  myn  hooft  met  riekend*oly  goedigh, 
En  schenkt  my  den  beker  vol  overvloedigh. 
Gy  suit  doen  dat  uwe  gunst,  O  Heer  krachiigh, 
Myn  leven  langh  by  my  steeds vly ft  eendrachtig  : 
Soo  dat  ick  hoop  eeuwighlick  vast  te  woonen 
In  Godes  Huys,  *t  welk  niet  is  om  verschoonen. 
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following  interesting  petition,  which  was  presented  through  Mr. 
Vcrveelen  : 

To  THE  Noble,  Vert  Wobshipfui.,  their  Honors  the  Director 

General  and  Council  op  New  Ketherland. 
Gemtlemek  :  Your  Noble  Worships'  petitioners,  residents  of  New 
Haerlem,  show,  with  due  reverence  and  submission,  that  by  their  save- 
ing  faith,  obtained  through  hearing  the  gospel  preached  and  taught,  they 
too  find  themselves  for  tne  sake  of  their  salvation  compelled,  conscien- 
tiously to  promote  with  increased  diligence  and  zeal  whatever  your  Noble 
Worships'  petitioners  and  Commissaries  of  this  village  have  determined 
upon  and  uadertaken  for  the  maintaining  of  public  worsliip  and  the 
outward  means  of  CTace,  to  the  magnifying  of  God's  Name,  the  obser- 
vance of  his  day  of  holy  rest,  and  the  upbuilding  of  the  body  of  Jesus 
Christ  But  having  seen  from  Sabbath  day  to  Sabbath  day  the  small 
and  insignificant  success  of  the  public  gatherings,  and  believing  confi- 
dently, that  everything  relating  to  public  worship  may  be  brought  in 
better  train  and  all  be  more  properly  ordered,  by  the  services  of  a  sala- 
ried worUser  and  schoolmaster,  to  read  God's  word  and  edifying 
sermons,  keep  school,  catechise  and  visit  the  sick,  your  Noble  Woi-ships' 
petitioners,  appointed  to  attend  to  the  public  welfare  and  advantage  of 
the  said  village,  thought  it  proper,  very  timely  and  only  their  duty,  to 
ftpeak  to  the  community  about  this  matter,  that  they  persuade  Jean  de 
la  Montagnc,  a  resident  of  tho  said  place,  to  undertake  such  services 
provisionally  for  the  least  possible  salary,  and  then  present  themselves 
before  your  Noble  Worships  as  patrons  of  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ 
with  this  humble  and  Christian  petition,  that  your  Noble  Worships  may 
please  to  consent  both  to  tho  office  and  person  before  named,  for  the 
benefit  of  God's  church  and  n<it  less  necessary  teaching  of  the  children. 
But  perceiving  their  present  inability  and  incapacity  to  give  in  the  afore- 
said case  a  full  and  proper  salary,  and  not  having  been  able  to  collect 
for  his  support  more  than  24  schepels  of  grain,*  they  respectfully  request 
your  Noble  Worships,  that  in  their  usual  noble  discretion  your  Noble 
Worships  contribute  something  towards  a  decent  salary  and  the  greater 
encouragement  of  your  Noble  Worships'  very  humble  petitioners  and 
God's  subjects. 
Your  Noble  Worships'  most  dutiful  petitioners  and  humble  subjects. 

Done  New  Haerlem,   \  D.  Tourneur. 

Dec.  25,  1668.         J"  Johannes  Verveelen. 

I  P  mark  of  Jan  Pietersen. 

To  this  tho  following  reply  was  given,  January  10th,  1664  : 

Received  and  read  the  foregoing  request  of  the  Commissaries  of  New 
Haerlem,  and  therewith  heard  the  verbal  statement  of  Sieur  Johannes  Ver- 
veelen, at  present  commissary  there,  that  it  is  highly  necessary  that  a 
person  be  appointed  there  as  roorleser  and  schoolmaster  ;  therefore  the 
Director  General  and  Council  accept  and  appoint  thereto  the  proposed 
person  Johannes  La  Montagnc,  Junior  ;  and  in  order  that  he  may  attend 

*  The  sciupel,  a  Dutch  measure,  was  commonly  rated  in  this  country  at 
three  English  pecks.      WoolUys  Journal^  p.  34. 
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to  these  offices  with  greater  diligence,  to  him  shall  be  paid  annually  on 
account  of  the  Company  the  sum  of  fifty  guilders,  according  to  the  state 
of  the  treasury. 

Thereafter  the  church  had  a  regular  succession  of  voorlesers, 
to  perform  the  varied  and  responsible  duties  before  specified ; 
except  when  partially  relieved  by  the  visits  of  the  city  ministers, 
who  officiated  here  by  occasional  appointment,  or  under  engage- 
ments made  with  them  from  time  to  time,  as  will  further  ap- 
pear. 

New  arrivals  in  the  village  were  still  occurring.  One  was 
that  of  a  French  refugee  heretofore  mentioned,  and  who  is  first 
alluded  to  in  the  minutes  of  January  23rd,  1664,  thus  :  "  Rob- 
ert le  i/atra  requested  an"  .'  .  .  .  the  record  left  unfin- 
ished ;  but  probably  explained  by  the  fact  that  he  soon  obtained 
an  erfirom  the  town.  A  few  of  the  larger  landholders,  as  Slot 
and  De  Meyer,  now  took  occasion  to  obtain  patents  or  ground- 
briefs  for  their  lands,  though  the  two  named  and  that  of  Hanel, 
dated  May  16th  ensuing,  are  the  only  patents  found,  issued  by 
Governor  Stuyvesant,  for  the  allotments  under  the  ordinance  of 
1658.  This  accords  with  what  the  inhabitants  afterward  told 
Governor  Nicolls,  namely,  that  most  of  them  ^'  never  had  a 
groundbrief.^'  An  event  of  interest  to  the  villagers  was  the  sur- 
render by  the  widow  of  Comelis  Claessen  Swits,  to  the  Director 
and  Council  (pursuant  to  an  offer  which  she  made  to  them  Feb- 
ruary 7th,  1664,  and  by  them  accepted),  of  all  her  claim  to  the 
farm  occupied  by  her  late  husband,  but  "  purchased  and  cul- 
tivated by  her,''  in  lieu  of  the  debt  due  from  Swits  to  the  West 
India  Company.  The  title  thus  reverted  to  the  government, 
and  the  lands  on  which  was  the  village  plot  were  thereby  re- 
lieved of  any  mediate  claim  w^hich  could  possibly  be  set  up  under 
the  old  patent  of  1647.* 

*  This  petition  and  answer  are  of  sufficient  interest  to  be  given  entire. 

To  the  Noble,  Right  Honorable,  the  Director  General  and  Council  in 
New  Netherland  :  Shows  with  all  humility,  Ariaentie  Comelis,  late  widow  d 
Cornelis  Claessen  Swits,  now  married  to  Albert  Leenderts  ;  how  that  the 
supplicant  with  her  now  deceased  husband,  and  their  children,  occupied  for 
several  years  and  actually  built  upon,  a  parcel  of  land  whereon  has  since 
been  laid  out  the  village  of  Haerlem  ;  uf>on  which  farm,  after  much  labor 
there  expended,  she.  with  her  said  deceased  husband,  was  in  September 
1655,  miserably  surprised  by  the  cruel  barbarous  savages,-  who  at  once  mur- 
dered her  husband,  plundered  or  burnt  all  their  goods,  and  carried  hex  ol[ 
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The  opening  spring  bronght  its  share  of  work  for  the  fann- 
ers. A  shelter  was  needed  for  the  young  calves  turned  out  to 
feed  on  Barent's  Island,  and  at  a  meeting  held  March  13th  it 

with  her  six  children  captives.  From  whose  cruel  hands,  by  the  aid  of  her 
good  friends,  being  delivered,  with  her  six  naked  children,  she  remained 
bereft  of  all  that  she  had  possessed,  her  husband  and  all  means  of  subsistence, 
except  only  the  aforesaid  farm,  on  which  she  hoped,  sooner  or  later,  by  the 
assistance  of  others,  to  be  able  to  maintain  herself  in  an  honest  manner  ;  but 
in  this  she  was  disappointed,  as  well  by  the  continued  troubles,  and  the  want 
of  means,  as  by  the  orders  issued  against  having  any  isolated  habitations,  and 
so  was  compelled  ior  a  time  to  abandon  that  farm.  When  at  last  it  was  re- 
solved by  the  Director  and  Council  to  lay  out  the  village  of  Haerlem,  and 
the  supplicant  was  inclined,  with  her  present  husband,  Albert  Leenderts,  to 
again  occupy  the  said  farm,  this  could  not  be  done,  because  her  cleared  land 
had  been  distributed  among  others,  and  the  only  offer  then  made  her,  was, 
to  draw  luts  with  the  rest ;  to  which  she  could  not  agree,  as  it  was  lo  her  great 
piejudice,  and  thus  was  her  whole  farm,  bought  and  cultivated  by  her,  given 
toothers,  and  the  supplicant  deprived  uf  the  means  by  which,  with 'God's  help, 
she  could  h^ve  maintained  herself,  instead  of  which  she  is  now,  with  her  chil- 
dren, reduced  to  poverty.  The  land  being  so  distributed  by  the  Diiector  Gen- 
eral and  Council,  it  was  provided  that  those  interested,  who  had  been  driven 
off  their  land,  should  be  paid  by  the  actual  possessors,  ten  guilders  {sic)  per 
morgen,  but  it  was  afterwards  granted  that  in  lieu  of  ten  gl.  per  morgen 
the  said  occupants  should,  5  years  (sic)  earlier  than  had  been  before  deter- 
mined, pay  tithes  of  the  produce,  in  behalf  of  those  interested,  but  this  can- 
not be  collected  but  slowly.  Our  humble  petition,  therefore  is,  that  it  may 
please  your  Honors,  either  to  return  again  the  said  parcel  of  land  to  the  sup- 
plicant, or  that  Its  value,  that  for  which  it  was  before  sold,  may  be  reim- 
bursed to  her,— or  otherwise,  (as  the  supplicant's  deceased  husband  remained 
indebted  to  the  Hon.  Company  about  seven  hundred  guilders,  for  com- 
modities, for  whose  liquidation  with  that  of  other  debts,  he  left  her  nothing 
besides  the  said  land),  that  your  Honors  may  be  pleased  to  accept  that  farm, 
or  what  shall  be  paid  for  it  by  its  actual  possessors,  in  place  of  the  aforesaid 
debt,  and  then  to  favor  her  with  a  receipt  for  it  in  full— which  proposal  the 
supplicant  humbly  requests  your  Honors  may  be  pleased  to  seriously  con- 
sider, with  her  present  situation,  and  may  through  compassion  let  her  enjoy 
a  favorable  answer,  which  doing  she  will  remain 

Your  Honors*  obedient 
her 

ArIAENTIE    X    CORNELIS. 

mark 
'     This  petition  being  read,  and  the  supplicant's  poor  condition  considered, 
the  following  order  is  thereupon  made  : 

Although  the  debt  incurred  by  the  supplicant's  deceased  husband,  should 
long  since  have  been  paid,  and  ought  now  to  be  paid  without  any  further  de- 
lay, yet,  considering  the  scanty  means  which  were  left  to  the  supplicant  by 
the  barbarians,  as  is  explained  more  at  large  in  her  petition,  and  furthermore, 
her  present  situation  ;  therefore  resolved  that  we  accept  in  payment  of  what 
her  deceased  husband  Comelis  Claessen  Swits  remained  indebted  to  the 
Company,  whatever  shall  in  time  be  collected  from  her  land,  as  mentioned 
in  her  petition,  giving  her  by  this  a  receipt  in  full^  so  that  neither  she  nor  her 
posterity  shall  ever  be  troubled  about  it  in  future,  provided  that  she  deliver 
to-  the  Noble  Company,  her  deed,  transfer,  etc.,  which  she . may  have  for 
the  aforesaid  land.  Done  in  Fort  Amsterdam,  in  New  Netherland,  the  7 
Feb..  1664. 
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was  agreed  to  build  one  on  April  Isk.  They  also  resolved  to 
fence  the  gardens.  Some  of  the  inhabitants,  in  want  of  servants 
and  laborers,  seized  the  opportunity  to  buy  a  number  of  negro 
slaves,  sold  at  auction  in  Fort  Amsterdam,  May  29th,  by  order 
of  the  Director  and  Council.  They  had  arrived  on  the  24th  in- 
stant, in  the  company's  ship  Sparrow,  from  Curacao.  At  that 
sale  were  eager  bidders,  Johannes  Verveelen,  Daniel  Toumeur, 
Nicholas  do  Meyer,  Jacques  Cousseau,  Isaac  do  Forest,  and  even 
Jacob  Leisler,  himself,  in  1G78,  enslaved  by  the  Turks,  and 
years  later  the  champion  of  liberty  !  Verveelen  bought  a  negro 
at  445  fl.,  Do  Meyer  one  at  460  fl.,  and  Toumeur  another  at 
465  fl.  Those  were  probably  the  first  slaves  owned  at  New  Harlem, 
and,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  recollections  of  the  living  run 
back  to  the  time  when  negro  slavery  still  existed  here. 

Of  much  advantage  to  the  whole  neighborhood  was  the  new 
saw-mill  constructed  soon  after  by  Jan  van  Bommel,  a  thrifty 
citizen  of  New  Amsterdam,  on  the  run  of  water  emptying  into 
the  East  River  near  the  foot  of  74th  Street,  and  Icnown  ever 
cftcr  cs  the  Saw  Kill,  Trhich  stream  the  people  of  Harlem 
claimed  as  their  southern  limit.  The  right  to  run  this  mill, 
granted  May  26th,  expired  in  three  years,  when  it  was  discon- 
tinued ;  but  its  site  became  a  noted  landmark  in  connection 
with  the  Harlem  Patent  line. 

While  the  inhabitants  were  thus  busied  with  their  own  domes- 
tic affairs,  the  general  interests  of  tho  country  were  in  greatest 
peril ;  the  government,  assailed  by  enemies  within  and  without, 
was  rapidly  approaching  its  fall.  The  seizure  of  the  Dutch  pos- 
sessions on  the  Connecticut  River,  the  successful  revolt  of  the 
English  towns  upon  Long  Island  and  in  Westchester,  and  their 
alliance  with  New  England,  too  plainly  told  the  impotency  of 
the  powers  at  New  Amsterdam  to  resist  any  further  aggressions 
which  enemies  might  choose  to  make.  Added  to  these  were  the 
yet  existing  Indian  troubles.  Alarmed  for  the  safety  of  the 
state,  Stuyvesant,  before  slow  to  recognize  the  principle  of  pop- 
ular representation,  at  last  was  constrained  to  yield,  and  call  a 
general  assembly  of  delegates  from  the  several  Dutch  towns, 
chosen  hy  the  people^  and  which  met  at  New  Amsterdam  on 
April  10th  ;  Harlem  sending  two  of  her  most  active  men,  Daniel 
Toumeur  and  Johannes    Verveelen.     But  with  an  humbling 
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sense  of  their  weakness  or  want  of  resources,  they  did  little  more 
than  to  send  an  urgent  appeal  to  the  States  Greneral  of  Holland 
for  aid  in  defending  their  homes  and  firesides.  However,  a  new 
treaty  being  concluded  on  the  16th  of  May  with  the  Indian  tribes 
on  the  Hudson,  the  harrowing  fears  from  that  quarter  were 
qnieted ;  and  the  families  at  Harlem  found  relief  in  the  fact 
that  the  neighboring  chief  Sauwen&rack,  head  sachem  of  the 
Wiekquaskeeks,  renewed  his  pledge  of  friendship  by  signing  the 
treaty. 

Some  months  of  mingled  hope  and  fear  now  lulled  both  gov- 
ernment and  people  into  a  false  security,  when  ar  English  fleet, 
under  Colonel  Richard  NicoUs,  suddenly  appeared  before  New 
Amsterdam,  and  made  a  short  and  easy  conquest  of  the  prov- 
ince. The  fort  was  surrendered  on  September  8th  to  the  in- 
vaders, who  named  the  city,  as  also  the  province.  New  York. 
Surprised  into  a  change  of  rulers,  the  staid  old  settlers  at  New 
Harlem  accepted  the  condition  with  a  mixed  sentiment.  Tii*ed 
of  the  late  administration,  some  welcomed  a  change  which  in 
any  respect  could  hardly  prove  for  the  worse,  but  a  majority,  with 
the  attachments  of  native  or  adopted  citizens,  would  have  pre- 
ferred- the  old  government  with  all  its  faults.  Nor  could  the 
wise  and  conciliatory  course  taken  by  the  new  governor,  Nicolls, 
at  once  allay  the  feeling  of  indignation  which  found  expression 
among  the  Harlem  people,  or  repair  the  injury  inflicted  on 
the  whole  colony  by  a  nation  professedly  at  peace  with  the 
mother  countr)'. 

The  withdrawal  of  the  Dutch  soldiers  from  Harlem — most  of 
these  at  the  surrender  returning  to  Holland, — and  the  abrupt  de- 
parture of  others,  gave  an  air  of  desertion  to  the  village.  But 
new  residents  soon  took  their  places,  prominent  among  whom 
was  Resolved  Waldron,  late  deputy  schout  of  New  Amsterdam, 
an  efficient  officer,  to  whom  Stuyvesant  had  been  much  at- 
tached. Now  finding  his  vocation  gone,  he  retired  with  his 
family  to  Harlem,  to  spend  his  remaining  years,  but  not  to  be 
released  from  public  service. 

Among  the  persons  leaving  was  Juriaen  Hanel,  who  ten  years 
before  first  came  to  this  country  as  a  soldier  of  the  company, 
and,  raised  to  be  a  sergeant,  had  been  rewarded  for  faithful  ser- 
vice by  an  increase  of  pay.     He  was  a  native  of  Poland  and  a 
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man  of  no  little  consequence  at  Harlem,  to  which  place  he  had 
removed  from  Bergen  only  within  a  few  months,  having,  as  be- 
fore said,  purchased  Do.  Zyperus'  lands,  but  which  befoi'e  leav- 
ing he  sold  to  Johannes  Yerveelen.  Jan  La  Montagne  was  much 
disaffected  by  the  change  of  government,  and  while  his  father 
and  brother  William,  both  living  at  Albany,  accepted  the  issue 
and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance,  he  with  the  tie  of  a  native-born 
Hollander,  which  neither  of  the  former  could  boast,  made  haste 
to  dispose  of  his  property,  with  a  view  no  doubt  of  quitting  the 
town  or  country,  as  many  were  doing.  On  October  22d,  1664, 
he  sold  to  the  partners  Jan  Myndertsen  and  Johannes  Smcdes, 
his  *'  piece  of  land,  and  meadow  belonging  thereunto,  called  by 
the  name  of  Montague's  Point,  paled  in  betwixt  two  creeks,  ac- 
cording as  the  bill  of  sale  doth  mention,"  for  800  gl.,  wampum, 
to  be  paid  by  installments.* 

Another  inhabitant,  Arent  Moesman,  respected  in  the  church 
and  community,  though  he  took  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the 
English,  prepared,  with  his  brother  Jacob,  to  visit  fatherland. 
Convoying  his  property  lying  in  this  town  to  Captain  Thomas 
De  Lavall,  an  Englishman  who  had  lately  arrived  here  with 
Governor  NicoUs,  he  bought  instead  a  house  and  lot  in  Broad- 
way, offered  for  sale  by  Meynderts  before  named,  after  contract- 
ing for  Montague's  Point.  For  this  he  gave  a  deed,  or  power  of 
sale,  to  Dirck  Vandercliff,  taking  from  him  a  mortgage  on 
the  premises  for  700  gl.  Thus  secured,  Moesman,  December 
10th,  1664,  obtained  a  pass  for  Holland  in  the  ship  Unity,  Cap- 
tiwin  Jan  Bergen.  Michiel  Muyden,  the  late  proprietor,  after 
holding  a  prominent  standing  in  the  town  and  contributing  no 
little  to  its  welfare,  had  sold  his  two  erven,  and  indeed  his  whole 
allotment,  to  Jaques  Cresson  in  1663.  He  too  returned  to  Hol- 
land, and  like  a  true  Dutichman  warmly  advocated  the  forcible 

*  Meynderts  and  Sroedes  were  in  business  together  in  N.  Y.  The  former 
is  noticed  at  pp.  103,  112  ;  the  latter  at  p.  no.  Meynderts  m.  1660,  Belitie 
Plettcnborg,  by  whom  he  had  several  drs.  besides  Mrs.  Barent  Waldron. 

Smedes  is  called  Smiih  in  the  contract  with  Montagne,  a  render  of  his 
name  into  EngUsh,  which  never  prevailed,  at  least  with  the  earlier  genera- 
tions of  his  desc.  He  m.,  Jan.  3,  1665,  Lysbelh.  dr.  of  Michiel  Verschuur, 
and  on  Feb.  2.  1676,  Machtelt,  dr.  of  Jan  Willems  van  Isselsteyn.  He  had 
sons  b.  in  N.  Y.,  yokannes,  Benjamin^  and  Abmham^  the  last  by  his  second 
w.  I  believe  he  removed  to  Ulster  co.,  but  the  name  has  spread  to  many 
localities. 
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recovery  of  New  Netherland  from  the  English.  Sabsequently 
liis  city  residence  in  the  Winckel  Street,  left  in  care  of  Jacob 
Kip,  was  confiscated. 

These  removals,  causing  painful  breaks  in  families,  as  in  the 
case  of  Yerveelen,  whose  eldest  daughter,  Anna,  went  to  Hol- 
land with  her  husband  Derick  Looten,  late  military  commissary, 
were  the  least  disastrous  consequences,  as  affecting  New  Harlem, 
of  the  political  change  which  had  happened  the  country. 
Months  were  required  to  restore  order  and  check  abuses  which 
had  suddenly  sprung  up  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  community. 
Yet  these  disquieting  circumstances  were  not  allowed  to  hinder 
several  genial  gatherings  at  the  hymenial  altar  during  the  winter 
and  spring  of  1665.  The  old  schepen  Jan  Slot  ended  his  widow- 
erhood  by  choosing  another  wife,  and  provident  Pierre  Cresson, 
whose  son  Jaques  had  married  since  coming  to  Harlem,  found  a 
worthy  companion  for  his  daughter  Christina  in  a  young  man 
from  St  L6,  in  Normandy,  named  Letelier,  now  a  magistrate  at 
Bushwick.* 

*  Jkan  Leteuer  was  one  of  "fourteen  Frenchmen*'  by  whom  Bush- 
wick was  settled  in  1660,  and  was  made  one  of  its  first  schepens,  Mar.  25, 
1661.  He  always  signed  his  name  simply  *'  Letelier,"  the  usual  mode 
among  the  French  gentry.  In  1662  he  gave  3  gl,  toward  the  ransom  of 
Teuhis  Cray's  son  Jacob,  in  captivity  with  the  Turks.  Removing  to  New 
Utrecht,  he  there  d.  Sept.  4,  1671.  In  his  will  (to  which  Abraham  du  Toict 
is  a  witness)  he  speaks  of  his  chn.,  but  does  not  name  them.  His  wid.  m. 
Jacob  Gerrits  De  Haes,  by  whom  she  had  issue  Jacob,  b.  1678,  John,  b. 
1680,  etc  Letelier  was  usually  called  by  the  Dutch  Tilje  {Ttfya),  and 
whence  perhaps  the  family  of  Ttllou  or  Tilyou^  whose  anc.  Pierre  (see  N.  Y. 
Gen.  and  Biog.  Rec,  1876^  p.  144),  if  the  son  of  Jean,  took  the  name  of 
bis  gd.  fa.  Cresson. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


1665-1666. 


RELUCTANT  YIELDING  TO  ENGLISH  RITLB. 

UPON  the  late  surrender  of  the  country  by  the  Dutch  it  was 
conceded  that  ''  all  inferior  civil  officers  and  magistrates 
shall  continue  as  they  now  are,  if  they  please,  till  the  customary 
time  of  new  elections/'  But  "  the  customary  time"  arriving, 
no  new  election  took  place  at  Harlem ;  while  the  old  officers, 
either  from  indifference,  or  from  doubts  as  to  their  power  to 
act  without  the  schout,  who  positively  declined,  utterly  failed  in 
their  duties.  Sundry  violations  of  law  and  order  naturally 
followed  upon  this  suspension  of  authority,  and  at  the  bottom 
of  which  was  that  ever  prolific  cause  of  evil — rum  !  Who  the 
offenders,  or  what  the  offences,  is  not  further  specified  than  in 
the  following  missive,  addressed  ''  To  the  Schout  and  present 
Magistrates  of  Harlem  :*' 

A  Warrant  to  the  Magistrates  of  Harlem  for  the  Prohibition  of  the 
sale  of  Strong  Liquors  to  Indians. 

Whereas  I  am  informed  of  several  ahuses  that  are  done  and  committed 
by  the  Indians,  occasioned  much  through  the  liberty  some  persons  take 
of  selling  Strong  Liquors  unto  them  ;  These  are  to  require  you,  that  you 
take  special  care  that  none  of  your  Town  presume  to  sell '  any  sort  of 
Strong  Liquors,  or  Strong  Beer,  unto  an^  Indian,  and  if  you  shall  find 
any  person  offending  therein,  that  you  seize  upon  such  Liquor  and  bring 
Mich  person  before  me,  to  make  answer  for  the  offence.  Given  under  my 
hand,  at  Fort  James  in  New  York,  this  18th  of  March  1064  [1665  N.S.]. 

Richard  Nicolls. 

These  infractions  of  law  were  largely  due  to  the  disaffection 
of  Jan  La  Montague,  to  which  reference  has  been  made.  For 
some  cause  failing  in  the  sale  of  his  Point,  he  remained  here, 
but  tJirewup  his  office  as  schout,  refusing  to  arrest  and  prosecute 
offenders,  by  which  means  law-breakers  went  unrebuked,  and  the 
course  of  justice  was  obstructed.    A  state  of  things  so  abhorrent 
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to  the  law-abiding  Waldron  and  others  could  not  long  be 
endnred  ;  and  the  resnlt  was  another  order,  more  explicit  than 
the  previous  one,  and  in  this  form. 

To  the  Magistrates  of  Harlem  : 

Wherects  complaint  hath  been  made  to  me,  that  the  Schout  of  Harkm 
doth  not  execute  his  office,  and  that  several  disorders  are  conmiitted  and 
the  Inhabitants  hindered  of  their  accustomed  rights  ;  I  do  therefore  order, 
that  the  Magistrates  now  in  heing  do  act,  as  formerly  ;  and  m  case  the 
Schout  will  not  execute  his  office,  that  the  Magistrates  do  Justice  in 
his  place,  for  the  good  of  the  Town,  and  to  decide  all  matters  that  doth 
or  shall  happen  there,  not  exceeding  the  value  of  One  Hundred  Quilders 
in  Wampum  :  and  this  to  continue  till  further  order.  Given  under  my 
hand  at  Fort  James  in  New  York,  this  20th  of  April,  1665. 

Richard  Nicolls. 

In  the  reconstmction  of  the  city  government  after  the  English 
form,  which  now  took  place,  the  want  of  a  better  administration 
of  authority  at  Harlem  operated  as  a  reason  for  bringing  that 
district  within  the  jurisdiction  and  control  of  the  city.  Hence, 
Gov.  Nicolls'  proclamation  of  June  12th,  1665,  constituting  the 
new  municipal  government,  declared  ''that  the  inhabitants  of 
New  York,  New  Harlem,  with  all  other  His  Majesty's  subjects, 
inhabitants  upon  this  island,  are,  and  shall  be  forever  accounted 
nominated  and  established,  as  one  body  politic  and  corporate, 
under  the  government  of  a  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Sheriff."  In 
these  was  vested  ^\fuU  power  and  authority  to  rule  and  govern, 
as  well  all  the  Inhabitants  of  this  corporation,  as  any  Strangers, 
according  to  the  general  laws  of  this  Government,  and  such 
peculiar  laws  as  are  or  shall  be  thought  convenient  and  necessary 
for  the  good  and  toelfare  of  this  His  Majesty^ s  corporation  ;  as 
also  to  appoint  such  under  officers  as  they  shall  judge  necessary 
for  the  orderly  execution  of  justice.^'  One  of  the  aldermen 
therein  appointed  was  Mr.  Thomas  De  Lavall,  whose  relations 
to  Harlem  were  to  form  on  important  chapter  in  its  history. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  new  Common  Council  was  to 
adopt  the  following,  June  15th:  ^^  Resolved^  to  send  for  the 
Court  of  Harlem,  and  the  constable,  Besolved  Waldron,  by 
letter,  to  come  hither  by  Saturday  next'*  What  was  brewing 
was  hardly  hinted  at  in  the  polite  billet  thereupon  addressed : 
*'To  the  Honorable,  the  Court  of  New  Harlem."     It  ran  in  ^ 

these  words  :  i 
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HoNOHABLE  and  affectionate  Friends  : 

.  These  serve  only  that  your  Honors  hold  yourselyes  ready  to  appear 
here  in  this  city,  on  Saturday  next,  being  17th  June,  old  style,  with 
Resolved  Waldron,  and  to  receive  all  such  orders  as  shall  be  communi- 
cated.    Whereunto  confiding,  we  commend  your  Honors,  after  cordial 
salutatiou,  unto  God^s  protection,  and  remain 
Your  affectionate  friends. 
The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Sheriff  of  the  City  of  New  York. 
By  order  of  the  same,       Johaitnes  Nevius,  Secretary. 
Done,  N.  T(yrk,  the  15th  June,  1665. 

Ponctually  those  sent  for  appeared,  and  the  record  reads  thus  : 
"  Resolved  Waldron  entering,  is  notified  that  he  is  elected  Con- 
stable of  Xew  Harlem,  which  accepting,  he  hath  taken  the 
proper  oath  ;  and  the  Magistrates  who  accompanied  him  are 
informed  that  they  are  discharged  front  their  office.  The  afore- 
said Constable  is  authorized  to  select  three  or  four  persons,  who 
shall  have  power  to  decide  any  differences  or  dispute  to  the 
ext^it  of  Five  Pounds  Sterling,  in.  Sewant,  and  no  higher  ;  and 
the  party  who  shall  not  be  satisfied  with  the  decision  of  those 
elected  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  bound  to  pay  to  him  the  Constable, 
the  sum  of  Six  Stivers,  and  further  to  bear  the  costs  of  proceed- 
ing before  this  bench  of  Justice."  * 

♦  Jan  Pietersen  Slot,  the  old  magistrate,  had  just  before  left  the  town 
with  his  family.  Himself  from  Holstein,  as  before  noticed,  his  sons 
Pieter  and  Jan  were  b.  at  Amsterdam.  Plater  sold  his  property  at  H.,  got- 
ten from  his  fa.,  to  Resolved  Waldron.  and  rempved  to  Bergen,  where  he 
owned  25  morgen  of  land,  bought  May  14,  1657,  and  where,  on  Apl.  i, 
1665,  he  joined  the  chh.  with  his  w.,  who  was  the  dr.  of  Jacob  Walings  van 
Wiockel,  of  that  place,  dec.  His  fa.  sold  his  lands  at  H.,  named  in  his  patent 
of  Jan.  4, 1664,  to  Johannes  Verveelen,  and  on  Apl.  20,  1665,  bought  other 
property  at  the  Bouwery,  from  Gov.  Stuyvesant.  But  he  again  sold  out 
here  Feb.  12, 1669,  having  on  Aug.  14  preceding  sold  to  Capt.  Delavall  for 
jf  10  a  parcel  of  meadow  on  "  the  north  side  of  Barent's  Island,"  which  he 
held  by  ground-brief  from  Stuyvesant.  In  1686  he  and  w.  resided  in  Wall 
street ;  in  1703,  in  the  South  Ward.  His  chn.  were  by  his  first  w.  Aeltie 
Jans ;  his  second,  Claertie  Dominicus,  he  m.  while  at  H. 

Jan  Jansen  Slot  m.  1672,  Judith,  dr.  of  Stoffel  Elsworth,  took  a  house  in 
the  Smith's  Fly,  and  that  year  joined  Capt.  Steenwyck's  new  troop  of  horse. 
A  warm  panisan  of  Leisler  in  1689,  he  was  made  an  ensign.  He  is  named 
Oct.  7,  1695.  as  selling  his  city  property.  His  chn.,  so  far  as  known,  were 
HeylHe^  b.  1672,  who  m.  Capt.  Zebulon  Carter ;  Johannes,  b.  1674  ;  Stoffel, 
b.  1677  ;  Annetie,  b.  1681,  m.  David  Demarest  3d,  and  Jonathan  Hart ;  Hen- 
drUk,  b.  1684 ;  and  Judith,  b.  1687,  who  m.  John  van  Horn. 

Pieter  Jansen  Slot  sold  out  at  Pemberpoghon  Bergen  Neck,Jan.  30,  1671, 
and  on  March  23  ensuing,  bought  a  place  in  N.  Y.,  to  which  he  removed, 
but  in  1673  his  house,  with  others,  was  taken  down  to  enlarge  the  grounds 
about  the  fort.    In  1677  Slot  hired  a  farm  at  Esopus,  to  which  place  he  had 
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Wa)dron,  clothed  with  these  unnsaal  powers,  called  Daniel 
Tonrneur,  and  who  else  we  know  not,  to  the  magistracy. 
Johannes  Vermilye  was  given  the  place  of  gerechtshoode,  or  court 
messenger  ;  and  Tonrnenr,  the  now  deacon  and  magistrate,  was 
soon  after,  by  the  appointment  of  the  governor,  made  ''under 
sheriff"  at  New  Harlem,  and  "president  of  the  court  there.'' 
Thus  was  abolished  the  Court  of  Schout  and  Schepens. 

Entering  zealously  upon  their  duties,  the  very  first  act  of  the 
new  magistrates  had  nearly  got  them  into  trouble.  While 
Nicholas  de  Meyer  was  busied  with  his  merchandise  at  New 
York — having  lately  taken  out,  March  21st,  "a  certificate  of 
denization,  with  liberty  to  traffic  to  Fort  Albany" — ^his  farm 
tenant  at  Harlem,  Aert  Pietersz  Buys,  took  occasion  to  abscond, 
being  in  arrears  for  rent,  and  in  debt  to  the  town.  By  authority 
of  the  Mayor's  Court,  De  Meyer,  June  19th,  proceeded  to 
"attach  all  his  goods."  This  the  new  magistrates  opposed, 
asserting  their  own  claim  as  paramount  De  Meyer  at  once 
appealed  to  the  Mayor's  Court,  which  set  the  matter  right  by 
declaring  the  attachment  valid,  and  citing  Waldron  and  his 
colleagues  "  to  show  cause,  on  the  next  court  day,  why  they 
claim  to  be  preferred,  in  the  disposal  of  said  property,  before  the 
prosecutor  of  the  attachment."  The  silence  of  the  record  makes 
it  evident  that  the  magistrates  declined  to  press  their  claim. 

But,  abating  none  of  his  vigilance,  the  zealous  Waldron  soon 
found  more  work  at  hand.  A  quilt  had  been  stolen  from  Jan 
Dircksen,  usually  called,  from  his  former  occupation,  "  Jan  the 
Soldier."  Waldron  searched  in  all  the  houses  without  finding 
it.     He  then  called  the  townfolks  together  in  the  square,  and 

gone  to  follow  his  trade  as  builder.  Returning  in  1683,  he  and  w.,  to  Ber- 
gen, with  letters  to  the  church  there,  they  were  soon  back  to  N.  Y.,  living 
K>r  years  on  property  which  they  owned  **  at  Crommesshep  near  Stuyvesant's 
Bouwery."  Selling  this  Apl.  10,  1688,  Peter  d.  soon  after.  In  1692  his 
wid.,  still  of  N.  Y..  m.  John  Demarest,  Esq.,  of  Ilackensack.  Pieter's 
chn.  were  yokn,  b.  1665,  Jacobus,  b.  1669,  both  at  Bergen  ;  TryntU,  b.  1671, 
in  N.  Y.,  m.  Nicholas  Lozier,  of  Hackensack  ;  Aeltie^  b.  1678,  at  Esopus, 
m.  Adam  van  Norden  and  Cornelius  Banta ;  and  Jonas ,  b.  1681,  at  Esopus, 
and  who  m.  1713,  Jannetie  Ostrum  of  Po'keepsie,  where  he  was  living  in 
1738.  John  Slot.  b.  1665,  was  residing  in  N.  Y.  in  1703,  with  his  w.  Jannetie 
Andries  and  chn.  Jacobus  Slot  setded  at  Hackensack,  m.  Mary,  dr.  of 
John  Demarest,  aforesaid,  and  was  fa.  of  Petrus,  b.  1696  ;  John,  1699 ;  Eve, 
1 701 ;  Leah,  1706  ;  Jonathan,  1712  ;  Sarah,  1715  ;  Tryntie.  1718  ;  Benjamin, 
1721.  These  have  many  descendants  in  Bergen,  Rockland,  and  Orange 
counties,  including  the  Sloats  of  the  Ramapo  Valley. 
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reminding  them  that  no  stranger  had  been  in  the  Tillage, 
declared  that  some  one  of  them  must  have  taken  the  qailt. 
Hereupon  it  occurred  to  Pierre  Cresson  that  Jan  Teunissen,  the 
brother-in-law  of  Dircksen,  had  told  him,  one  day  before  the 
quilt  was  missed,  that  Jan  the  Soldier  had  only  an  empty  chest 
in  the  house.  Suspicion  at  once  fastened  upon  Teunissen  ;  and 
the  more  readily  as  during  the  previous  winter  Verveelen's 
negro  had  been  caught  by  his  master  taking  a  schepel  of  grain 
from  his  bam  toward  Teunissen's  house,  and  had  laid  it  upon 
Teunissen  ;  albeit  the  integrity  of  the  negro,  as  will  be  seen  by 
and  by,  was  not  above  suspicion.  Waldron  therefore  asked 
Teunissen  **  how  ho  knew  that  there  was  nothing  in  Jan  the 
soldier's  chest."  Getting  a  curt  answer,  Waldron  retorted, 
**  You  may  as  well  be  guilty  of  stealing  the  quilt,  as  of  Sieur 
Verveelen's  corn  !"  This  roused  Teunissen  to  defend  his 
injured  reputation,  and  forthwith  he  summoned  Waldron  before 
the  Mayor's  Court,  to  answer  for  having  "  accused  him  of  being 
a  thief." 

But  when  the  case  came  up,  August  22d,  Waldron  rehearsed 
with  such  effect  all  the  suspicious  circumstances,  backed  up  by 
written  testimony,  as  to  completely  turn  the  tables  against  Teu- 
nissen, who  was  not  only  made  to  pay  for  defendant's  lost  time, 
with  the  costs  of  suit,  but  was  sharply  reprimanded  in  these 
terms  :  **  And  if  further  complaints  of  your  improper  conduct 
come  before  the  court,  you  shall  be  punished  as  the  merits  of 
the  case  may  require,  for  an  example  to  others  !" 

This  case  perhaps  was  clearer  to  the  court  than  the  record 
makes  it,  but  it  should  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  certain  collat- 
eral facts.  The  conflicting  views  and  feelings  which  had 
divided  society  at  Harlem  into  the  English  and  anti-English 
parties,  had  brought  various  individuals  and  families  into  most 
unfriendly  and  even  hostile  relations.  It  plainly  crops  out  both 
in  the  nature  and  increased  amount  of  the  business  which 
occupied  the  two  courts.  This  ill-will,  added  to  the  spirit  of 
lawlessness  before  noticed,  while  it  lent  eagle  eyes  to  suspicion, 
disposed  the  courts  to  be  strict ;  their  decisions,  especially  when 
based  upon  circumstantial  evidence,  to  which  in  those  early 
times  undue  weight  was  often  attached,  were  very  liable  to  be 
partial,  if  not  to  wholly  ignore  such  mitigating  or   rebutting 
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circnmstaDces  as  might  eren  warrant  an  acquittal.  Then 
Waldron,  his  official  training  akin  to  that  of  a  modern  detective, 
intent  only  on  finding  the  evidence  leading  to  conviction,  and 
with  ideas  of  the  rigid  Stnyvesant  stripe,  whose  severity  often 
met  a  rebuke  from  superiors  in  Holland,  was  prone  as  magistrate 
t^  administer  justice  sternly,  and  law  to  the  letter.  Add  to  this 
Teunissen's  uniform  good  standing,  and  there  is  room  to  question 
whether  he  was  fairly  treated.  The  same  may  apply  to  the  case 
of  another  person,  most  respectably  connected,  who  the  same 
year  was  accused  of  theft,  declared  guilty,  and  forbidden  a 
residence  in  the  town.* 

*  Jan  Teonissen,  better  appreciated  by  a  later  court  held  Dec.  14, 1666, 
was  appointed  with  Lubbert  Gerritsen  and  Jeremias  Jansen  Hagenaer,  to 
arbitrate  in  a  difference  between  Nelis  Matthyssen  and  Cornelis  Jansen, 
concerning  timber ;  and  again  at  another  court  Oct.  24,  1667,  when  the 
high-sheriff  Manning  presided,  was  named  with  Valentine  Claessen  as 
referee  in  re  Johannes  Buys  vs,  Jan  Duyts  and  Lubbert  Gerritsen.  He  was 
rarely  referred  to  while  living  at  Harlem,  otherwise  than  as  Jan  Teunis- 
sen,  but  from  his  birthplace.  Tilburg,  as  before  noticed,  he  ultimately 
took  the  name  Van  Tilburg,  Jan  Teunissen  m.  at  New  Amsterdam,  1655, 
Tryntie  Pieters  Cronenberg,  an  orphan,  though  23  years  of  age,  who  had 
been  sent  out  that  year  at  the  charge  of  the  city  of  Amsterdam.  They  set- 
tled at  Fort  Orange.  Teunissen  getting  a  house  and  lot ;  but  for  selling 
liquor  to  Indians  he  fell  under  severe  penalties.  He  thence  went  to  the 
Delaware  to  follow  his  trade  as  a  carpenter,  found  times  hard,  and  applied 
to  be  a  soldier.  Returning  in  1659.  he  worked  some  time  on  Long  Island, 
and  then  came  to  H.  Engaging  in  farming,  he  bought  DirCk  Claessen's 
place,  but  was  unable  to  keep  it,  though  he  took  it  again  in  1668,  on  a  lease 
from  Tourneur,  then  the  owner.  The  next  year  he  hired  one  of  Archer's 
farms  at  Fordham,  but  finally  removed  to  N.  Y.  Here  his  w.  joined  the 
ch.  in  1674,  And  he  the  year  after.  In  their  will,  made  Jan.  24,  1686,  they 
name  their  chn.  Peter,  Barent,  Johannes,  Jacob,  Isaac,  and  Abraham,  who 
are  to  share  equally  their  real  and  personal  estate.  Teunissen  outlived 
Tryntie,  m.  again  in  1691,  and  in  1703  had  his  third  w. 

Peter  van  Tilburg,  b.  1658,  at  Albany,  became  a  bolter  in  N.  Y.,  m.  1685, 
Lysbeth,  dr.  of  Frans  van  Hooghten,  and  had  chn.  (with  3  named  Frans  who 
d.  in  inf.),  Johannes^  b.  1686  ;  Abraham^  1694  ;  Frans^  1699  ;  Catharine,  1700; 
Feirus,  1703.  The  Negro  Plot  of  1712  was  begun  by  a  slave  of  Mr.  van  Til- 
burg's,  who  at  midnight,  Apl.  6,  set  his  master's  outbuildings  on  fire,  when 
the  citizens  running  thither,  the  negroes  killed  several.  Peter  d.  at  New- 
ark, N.  J.,  in  1734,  aged  76  yrs.  Barent  van  Tilburg,  b.  at  Flaibush,  ro. 
1686,  Marritie,  dr.  of  Adam  Brower,  and  wid.  of  Jacob  Pietersen.  He  had 
chn.  Geesie,  b.  1691,  and  Jan,  1697,  and  was  a  widower  in  1703,  living  in 
N.  Y.  Johannes  van  Tilburg  was  b.  at  New  Utrecht.  He  and  his  br. 
Isaac  served  Leisler  as  soldiers  in  1690.  He  m.  1686,  Anna-Marfa  van 
Giesen,  and,  1698,  Margaret,  dr.  of  John  Conselyea,  who  survived  him,  and 
m.  Claes  Bogert,  1703.  Chn.,  Tennis,  b.  1693  ,  Peter,  1694  ;  John,  1702  ;  and 
Catharine,  1703.  who  m.  Cornelius  Turk,  Jr.  Jacob  van  Tilburg,  b.  at  H., 
m.  1688,  Grietie.  dr.  of  Abm.  Kermer,  and  wid.  of  Hend.  de  Boog  ;  was  a 
mariner,  and  had  chn.,  Metje,  b.  1692  ;  Catharine,  169S  ;  Abraham,  1700.  His 
wid.  m.  Derick  Benson,  of  N.  Y.  Isaac  van  Tilburg,  b.  i67o»  at  Fordham. 
m.  1693,  Aeltie,  dr.  of  Hendrick  Barents  Smith,  of  Bushwick.  He  stinrived 
but  four  yrs. ;  his  wid.  in  1698,  m.  Pierre  Chaigneux,  of  N.  Y. 
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Soon  after  this,  Montagne,  the  Vermilyes,  and  some  others 
fell  into  a  sore  wrangle  with  Toumeur,  and  all  because  Tour- 
neur's  dog  had  bitten  one  of  Montagne's  hogs.  It  went  so  far 
that  Tonmeur  cited  Montagne  and  two  others  before  Waldron's 
conrt,  Sept.  28th,  when  each  of  the  three  was  fined  a  pound 
flemish,  "  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor.'*  They  appealed,  but  the 
Mayor's  Court  sustained  the  sentence.  The  natural  effect  was 
to  still  more  sour  the  parties.  Montagne,  cherishing  the  purpose 
to  sell  oat  and  leave  (arrangements  for  which  he  completed  only 
just  before  his  death),  now  disposed  of  his  village  property  and 
bouw-land,  recently  his  brother's,  with  the  crop  he  had  just 
sown  thereon,  to  David  Demarest,  late  of  Staten  Island,  who 
became  a  resident  of  the  town,  where  he  at  once  took  a  promi- 
nent position. 

One  of  the  three  individuals  fined  as  aforesaid  was  Monis 
Peterson,  who  was  also  complained  of  at  the  same  session  of  the 
town  court  for  an  assault  upon  Jacques,  '^  the  herdsman  of  said 
village,'*  with  whom  he  had  a  dispute  about  his  oxen.  For  this 
he  was  fined  100  gl.  The  burly  Swede  not  only  refused  to  pay 
the  fine,  but  threatened  the  constable,  to  serve  him  as  he  had 
Jacques  !  This,  even  from  the  belligerent  Monis,  was  insuffer- 
able ;  Waldron  arraigned  the  offender  before  the  Mayor's  Court, 
which,  approving  the  former  sentence,  directed  Staeck  to  be 
kept  in  custody  till  he  gave  security  for  his  good  behavior.  But 
enough.  These  cases,  which  illustrate  the  times,  and  possess 
interest  as  showing  the  then  procedure,  are  but  samples  of  the 
many  which  engaged  the  courts,  and  supplied  topics  for  the 
village  coteries,  during  the  latter  half  of  1665. 

But  the  signal  event  of  that  year,  in  the  town's  history, 
awakens  more  agreeable  reflections,  and  deserves  a  particular 
notice.  Do.  Selyns  had  received  into  his  spiritual  fold  at  thQ 
Bouwery,  up  to  his  leaving  for  Holland,  July  23d,  1664,  seven- 
teen of  the  Harlem  residents  of  both  sexes,  whose  names,  after 
he  left,  were  transferred  to  the  register  of  the  church  at  Fort 
Amsterdam,  to  which  several  of  them  had  previously  belonged. 
Other  communicants  living  at  Harlem  (Vermeille,  Waldron  and 
Slot,  and  their  wives)  still  held  their  original  connection  with 
that  church.  This  seems  indicative  of  two  facts — the  yet 
imperfect  organization  of  the  church  at  Harlem,  and  its  dc; 
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pendence,  by  mutual  agreement,  upon  the  city  pastors  and  con- 
sistory.* 

The  ensuing  winter  the  congregation,  though  not  strong  in 
numbers,  undertook  to  build  a  house  of  worship.  A  pleasant 
little  episode  growing  out  of  it  was  ^'  a  feast "  given  to  General 
Stuyvesant  by  the  three  magistrates  Tourneur,  Montague,  and 
Verveelen,  but  probably  acting  as  well  in  their  specialties  of 
deacon,  voorleser,  and  innkeeper.  It  came  off  January  23d, 
1665,  costing  the  deacons*  fund  21  gl.  19  st.,  and  so  was  plainly 
identified  with  the  building  movement,  as  to  which,  and  probably 
other  matters  affecting  their  interests,  they  naturally  sought 
counsel  of  their  honored  guest  before  he  should  leave  on  his 
intended  voyage  to  Holland  ;  he  whose  advice  they  had  hitherto 
so  greatly  leaned  upon  and  valued,  both  as  their  governor  and 
an  old  elder  and  father  in  Israel.  In  order  to  provide  the  ways 
and  means  it  was  resolved  to  lay  out  additional  tuyrien,  or 
gardens,  suitable  also  for  building  lots,  to  be  sold  to  actual  free- 
holders or  residents  at  25  gl.  each,  "  for  the  benefit  of  the  town." 
This  was  at  once  carried  into  effect.  The  gardens,  twenty  in 
number,  and  containing  about  half  an  acre  each,  lay  at  the 
west  end  of  the  village  plot,  and  ran  north  and  south  from  street 
to  street.     To  distinguish  them  from  the  others  they  were  called 

*  The  CHURCH-MEMBERS  referred  to  were  the  following 
yan  La  Montague,  Jr,,  and  Maria  Vertneille,  his  wife. 
Daniel  Tourneur  and  Jacqueline  Parisis^  his  wife. 
Johannes  Verveelen  and  Anna  Jaersvelt^  his  wife. 
Joost  van  Oblinus^  Sr.^  and  Martina  Westin^  his  wife. 
Joost  van  Oblinus,  Jr.^  and  Marie  Sammis^  liis  wife. 
Claude  le  Maistre  and  Hester  du  Bois^  his  wife. 
Pierre  Cresson  and  Rachel  ClooSy  his  wife. 
Jaques  Cresson  and  Marie  Renard^  his  wife. 
Jean  le  Roy. 

Isaac  Vermeille  and  Jacomina  Jacobs^  his  wife. 
Resolved  Waldron  and  Tanneke  Nagel,  his  wife. 
Pieter  Jansen  Slot  and  Marritie  van  Winckel^  his  wife. 

Of  former  residents  or  landholders  here  the  following  had  been  church- 
members  ;  De  Me}rer,  though  a  non-resident,  being  still  a  proprietor. 
Nicholas  de  Meyer  and  Lydia  van  Dyck,  his  wife. 
Hendrick  J.  Vander  Vin  and  fVyntie,  his  wife. 
Jacques  Cousseau  and  Madeleine  du  Tulliere,  his  wife. 
Philip  Casier  and  Marie  Taine^  his  wife. 
Willem  de  La  Montagne. 
Anna  Verveelen, 
A  rent  Jansen  Moesman. 
Juriaen  HaneL 
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the  5tty/en  Tuynen.  or  Out  Gardens,  as  they  lay  outside  the 
palisade.  Direk  Claessen  bought  No.  1,  next  to  the  town  plot ; 
Daniel  Toumeur,  No.  2 ;  Claude  le  Maistre,  No.  3,  and  Nicho- 
las de  Meyer,  No.  4.  Captain  Delavall  engaged  the  next  four 
numbers,  but  the  rest  went  off  slowly.  For  the  history  of  the 
church  erection,  at  best  obscure,  yet  its  every  detail  interesting, 
we  are  largely  indebted  to  Montague's  accounts  as  treasurer, 
showing  what  the  deacons  expended  for  materials,  labor,  etc.* 

♦  The  Deacon^ s  Accounts  covering  the  time  the  church  was  building  are 
sufficiently  curious  to  be  given  entire.  The  charges  are  in  florins  and 
stivers. 

The  Worthy  Deaconry,  Credit : 

1665,  23     Jan.     By  feast  given   Stuyvesant  by  D.  Toumeur^  J, 

VerveeUn  and  y,  Montagtu .y.  21  :  19 

"  a  book  by  J,  Montagne 

"       26        "        "5  planks  for  benches  at  the  Church 7  :  10 

"        •'         "        "  labor  making  the  benches 8  :    o 

"  \  lb.  nails' for  ditto 12 

"  to  Wessels  for  bringing  the  Domim 7  :    o 

"  to  the  Sexton  {Koster) 6  :    o 

"ditto i:    o 

"ditto 6:    o 

"       20     Dec.      "  nails  for  the  house  on  the  Church  lot 15  :    o 

"  nails  for  the  Church 49:    2 

*'  wages  for  labor  at  the  Church 36  :  13 

"  a  piece  of  gold  to  the  Preacher 50  :    o 

"  nails  for  the  Church 16:    5 

"  wages  for  labor  at  the  Church  to  Jan  Gulcke 

and  iV^/zj 24:    o 

1666,  27    Jan.      "  ditto  to  ditto 40:    o 

•'         3     Feb.     "  to  the  i^jc/<w 6:    o 

"       25     Mar.     "ditto 6:    o 

"       25     Apl.     "  nails  for  the  Church 17:18 

"  planks  for  the  Church 90:  o 

"  Hendrick  Karstens  for  raising  up  the  Church 

and  making  the  foundation  (stander) 30  :  o 

"  ditto  for  plastering  of  the  same 6:  o 

"          I     Dec.      "xoih^  Sexton 18:  o 

1667,  30    Jan.      **  at  allotment  of  the  seats 4  :  o 

"  Jan  Teunissen  for  a  plank  for  the  Church i  :  10 

"         7     Mar.     "  to  the  5fjr/^ 6:    o 

"  Nelis  for  making  the  table 3  :    o 

"  I  lb.  nails 3:    o 

"  3  planks  for  the  table  and  benches 4  :  10 

"        27         '*       •* -^arr  the  mason 40:    o 

Sept.     *' to  ih^  Sexton 6:    o 

"  2  schepels  rye  to  sow  upon  the  Church  lot. ...  0:0 

1668,  Jan,      *' \o  Khe  Sexton 6:    o 

"  a  town  book 4:    o 

"  Afatys  for  taking  away  the  Domine 19 

"  to  the  masons  and  lime  by  Verveelen 19  :    o 

/.  369  :  18 
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Doubtless^  as  is  usual  in  new  settlements,  the  people  undertook 
the  incipient  labor  of  preparing  the  timber,  etc.,  as  a  voluntary 
offering.  This  work,  of  which  no  record  remains,  had  evidently 
been  completed  and  the  building  inclosed  and  ready  for  seats 
at  the  date  of  the  ^'  feast''  aforesaid,  as  the  deacons'  accounts 
indicate. 

The  church  was  built  on  the  north  side  of  the  Great  Way 
(since  the  Church  Lane),  on  a  vacant  lot  between  the  east  end 
of  the  old  gardens  and  the  river,  seemingly  reserved  for  this 
purpose.  The  work,  suspended  during  the  farming  season,  was 
resumed  on  the  approach  of  winter  by  the  mechanics  Jan  Gulick 
and  Nelis  Matthyssen,  in  order  to  make  the  house  more  comfort- 
able before  cold  weather  should  set  in.  And  some  special, 
genial  occasion  it  must  have  been,  most  likely  a  dedicatory 
service,  which  in  midwinter  brought  the  domine,  and  drew  forth 
the  generous  acknowledgment  of  twenty  dollars  in  gold !  Do. 
Samuel  Megapolensis  had  now  taken  Selyns'  charge,  his  father 
being  senior  pastor  at  New  York,  and  Samuel  Drisius  his 
colleague.  To  one  of  these,  doubtless,  Harlem  was  indebted 
then,  as  at  stated  times  thereafter,  for  ministerial  visits  and 
services — always  notable  occasions,  and  welcome  interruptions 
to  the  ordinary  routine  of  the  voorleser. 

Better  for  the  peace  of  the  village  had  Madam  Gossip  never 
made  her  debut  there ;  but,  alas !  the  unfriendly  prejudices 
which  had  crept  into  the  community  gave  a  tempting  opportu- 
nity to  employ  her  insinuating  but  venomed  tongue  to  the  in- 
jury of  a  worthy  church-member  ;  for  "  slander  loves  a  shining 
mark.'*  To  speak  plainly,  three  Dutch  matrons,  Sarah  Teunis, 
Tryntie  Pieters,  and  Mayke  Oblinus,  with  no  fear  of  law  or  hus- 
bands before  their  eyes,  had  "  falsely  accused  of  theft"  a  French 
woman,  and  neighbor,  none  other  than  the  wife  of  Jaquos  Ores- 
son.  The  first  two  being  the  wives  of  Jan  the  soldier  and  Jan 
Teunissen ;  may  be  it  was  a  retort  upon  the  Cressons,  for  the 
affair  of  the  stolen  quilt.  Upon  the  injured  lady's  complaint, 
Mayor  Delavall,  March  27th,  1666,  directed  the  under  sheriff  and 
constable  at  Harlem  to  interrogate  the  fair  transgressors,  *'  re- 
garding the  matter  at  issue,"  and  advise  him  by  the  hand  of 
Mrs.  Cresson.  So  much  for  her  advantage  did  the  investigation 
prove,  that  the  Mayor  required  the  trio  to  make  a  public  con- 
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fession  before  the  court  at  New  Harlem,  and  also  sign  a 
writing  to  that  effect,  that  they  knew  nothing  of  her  whom  they 
had  defamed,  "except  what  is  honorable  and  yirtuons.''  But 
mark  the  inevitable  costs  of  justice  in  these  neat  little  bills  which 
the  clerk  at  Harlem  presented  to  the  amiable  litigant. 

Mabib  Renard,  Dr. 

To  an  extra  eowrt ./".  25  :    0 

^^  9eeencUation9 4:    4 

'^  a  copy  of  examination 2  :    0 

**  a  copy  of  thedppeal  (nvMatie) 2  :    0 

**  a  cffpy  of  the  account 12 

/.  33  :  16 

To  after  signing 1:  3 

**  eigning  the  certificate 1  :  3 

^^  copy  of  the  certificate 2:  6 

*  *  Tiotiee  of  extra  court ...  3  :  0 

^^  copy  of  the  appeal 8:  0 

/.  11  :    0 

Marie,  thus  injured  in  her  good  fame  and  purse,  was  of 
Huguenot  parentage  and  of  unquestioned  piety,  her  husband 
also  being  one  of  the  "  real  Reformed  of  France. "  Once  having 
"some  remarkable  experiences,  of  a  light  shining  upon  her, 
while  she  was  reading  in  the  New  Testament  about  the  sufferings 
of  the  Lord  Jesus,"  it  greatly  startled  her,  yet  "  left  such  a  joy 
and  testimony  in  her  heart  as  she  could  not  describe.'*  Con- 
strained, as  she  was,  to  speak  to  others  about  "  this  glory, '* 
her  brother-in-law,  Nicholas  de  la  Plain,  rashly  told  her,  "  You 
must  not  go  to  church  any  more  ;  you  are  wise  enough.*'  These 
words,  the  tempter's  prompting  to  spiritual  pride,  impressed  and 
grieved  her,  **  for  not  to  go  to  church,  and  to  leave  the  Lord's 
Snpper,  she  could  not  in  her  heart  consent."  So,  seeking 
higher  counsel,  she  remained  steadfast  in  her  religion,  whose 
support  she  so  much  needed  in  the  peculiar  trials  which  fell  to 
her  lot 
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1666-1667. 
THE  NICOLLS  PATEirr;  THE  COURT,   MILL,   CHURCH. 

HARLEM  was  now  a  well-ordered  rural  hamlet,  owning 
some  eighty  head  of  neat  cattle.  These,  from  April  till 
November,  were  to  be  seen  grazing  on  the  commons  west  of  the 
village,  usually  in  care  of  a  herder,  hired  by  those  who  kept 
stock,  on  terms  such  as  were  at  first  made  with  Du  Four  and 
Peterson.*  For  the  same  season  the  young  horses,  cattle,  and 
swine,  after  being  branded  or  marked,  with  the  initials  of  the 
owner's  name  or  otherwise,  were  turned  out  to  feed  in  the  com- 
mon woods,  free  as  the  native  deer,  till  necessary  to  look  them 

*  Mans  Staeck  was  from  Abo,  in  Finland,  and  was  best  known  as  Monts 
Peterson,  bearing  a  prenomen  common  among  the  Swedes.  Being  at  New 
Amsterdam  when  the  order  issued  for  laying  out  the  village  of  Harlem,  he 
took  part  in  that  enterprise  by  securing  a  house  and  bouwery,  but  which  he 
first  rented  and  then  disposed  of,  entering  into  a  three  years*  partnership, 
Jan.  17,  1662,  with  Jan  Cogu,  a  fellow  Swede,  but  better  educated,  from 
whom  Peterson  received  the  half  of  his  allotment  of  land,  with  house, 
bam,  etc.,  for  125  g1.,  giving  Cogu  in  exchange  a  half  interest  in  a  lime-kiln, 
with  a  canoe  valued  at  15  gl.,  and  a  balance  in  cash.  AVith  farm  and  lime- 
kiln and  the  herding  to  attend  to,  they  also  engaged  Aug.  22,  1662,  to  work 
Tourneur*s  land,  "  already  under  the  plough  ;**  but  Cogu  d.  near  the  time 
the  partnership  expired,  which  was  on  Feb.  i,  1665.  Peterson  held  minor 
offices  in  the  town,  and  here  m.  in  1663,  as  before  noticed.  Unlettered,  but 
by  nature  gifted,  much  reliance  was  placed  upon  his  judgment ;  yet  strong 
drink  often  made  him  abusive  and  violent,  and  this  failing  marred  his  whole 
life.  The  heavy  penalties  put  upon  him  in  1665  may  have  led  him  to  quit 
H.,  and  he  soon  removed  to  Elizabeth  Town,  N.  J.,  taking  his  lumber 
thither  in  a  canoe,  aided  by  Gillis  Boudewyns ;  and  there  Monis  took  the 
oath  of  allegiance  Feb.  19,  1666.  By  a  previous  appointment  by  the  court 
as  a  referee  to  fix  the  damages  in  a  case  of  trespass,  he  reported  at  H.,  July 
3,  ensuing.  Within  ten  years  he  went  to  the  Swedish  colony  at  Upland, 
Penn..  and  got  land  at  Calkoen  Hook,  where  he  was  yet  living  in  1693. 
Too  often  mastered  by  his  bad  habit,  once  for  scolding  a  magistrate  he  was 
fined  1000  gl.,  but  the  fine  was  remitted  at  the  request  of  the  injured  party, 
upon  Monis  asking  pardon  for  his  abuse,  and  pleading  that  he  said  it  "in 
his  drink."  His  native  frankness  and  good  sense  disarmed  resentment, 
and  despite  his  weakness  won  respect.  His  sons,  Peter,  Matthew,  and 
Israel,  are  understood  to  have  been  the  anc.  of  the  S/ucA  family. 
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up  and  stall  them  from  autumn  rains  and  winter's  snows.  The 
growing  need  of  enlarged  commonage  and  of  having  the  limits 
thereof  fixed  naturally  brought  up  the  subject  of  applying  for  a 
general  paten t,  which  should  confirm  the  community  in  these 
and  their  other  rights  and  privileges,  and  also  secure  to  them 
the  large  outlays  made  in  building  their  houses,  as  well  as  what 
it  had  cost  them  to  clear,  fertilize,  and  fence  their  lands.  Got- 
emor  Nicolls,  on  knowing  their  case,  sent  to  Cortilleau,  the  sur- 
veyor who  had  first  laid  out  the  village,  **  a  warrant  directing 
a  line  to  be  drawn  for  the  range  of  Harlem  cattle."     It  read  : 

Whereas,  you  have  formerly  received  order  to  draw  a  line  from  the 
River  near  the  Town  of  Harlem,  upon  this  Island,  one  mile  into  the 
woods,  somewhat  in  relation  as  it  stands  from  this  place,  some  particu- 
lar point  of  the  compass  ;  These  are  to  authorize  you  to  draw  the  said 
line  from  the  River  against  the  middle  of  the  said  Town,  one  mile  di- 
rectly into  £he  woods,  for  the  greatest  conveniency  of  range  of  cattle  be- 
longing to  the  said  Town,  not  considering  so  exactly  how  it  lies  from 
hence,  whether  southerly,  or  westerly,  or  otherwise.  For  so  doing,  this 
shall  be  your  warrant.  Qiven  under  my  hand,  at  Fort  James,  in  New 
York,  the  20th  day  of  March,  1665-6. 

Richard  Nicolls. 

To  Mr.  Jaques  Cortilleau. 

The  lines  being  run  out  pursuant  to  this  order,  and  a  return 
of  the  survey  made  to  the  governor,  he  thereupon  gave  written 
directions  for  drafting  a  patent,  in  which  he  specified  three 
things  to  be  observed,  namely  : 

"  There  is  one  condition,  which  is,  that  that  town  is  to  be 
forever  thereafter  called  by  the  name  of  Lancaster. ^^ 

"  To  build  one  or  more  boats  fit  for  a  ferry." 

"  There  is  also  liberty  of  going  further  west  into  the  woods 
with  their  horses  and  cattle,  for  range,  as  they  shall  have  occa- 
sion.'* 

In  due  time  the  patent  was  received,  and  read  as  follows  :* 

*  "  A  Patent  granted  unto  the  Freeholders  and  Inhabiunts  of  Harlem , 
alias  Lancastft,  upon  the  Island  of  Manhattan." 

Such  is  the  title  or  heading  given  to  the  patent  as  recorded  in  the  Secretary 
of  State's  office,  Albany,  in  the  original  book  of  Patents,  Liber  i,  p.  57  ;  but 
which  stands  disconnected  from  and  forms  no  part  of  the  instrument,  al- 
though so  appearing  in  the  copies  printed  by  Mr.  Adriance.  In  the  date  the 
day  is  left  blank.  By  a  careful  collation  with  the  original  records,  we  are 
enabled  to  present  exact  copies  of  the  several  Harlem  patents  ;  only  con- 
forming to  modem  orthography. 
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lfilic|)flt)l  ISfitOHlSt  EsQR.,GoYenior  under  Hrs  Rotal  Hiohkbbs 
Jambs,  Duke  of  Yobk,  &c.,  of  all  his  Territorieg  in  America  ;  To  aix 
to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come,  tsmdeth  Oreeting.  Whereas  there  is 
a  certain  Town  or  Village,  commonly  called  and  known  by  the  name  of 
New  Harlem,  situate  and  being  on  the  east  part  of  this  Island,  now  in 
the  tenure  or  occupation  of  several  freeholders  and  inhabitants,  who 
have  been  at  considerable  charge  in  building,  as  well  as  manuring, 
planting  and  fencing  the  said  Town  and  lands  thereunto  belonging ; 
Now  for  a  confirmation  unto  the  said  freeholders  and  inhabitants,  in 
their  enjoyment  and  possession  of  their  particular  lots  and  estates  in  the 
said  Town,  as  also  for  an  encouragement  to  them  in  the  further  improve- 
ment of  the  said  lands.  Enow  te  that,  by  virtue  of  the  commission  and 
authority  unto  me  given  by  His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  I 
have  thought  fit  to  ratify,  confirm  and  grant,  and  by  these  Presents  do 
ratify,  confirm  and  grant  unto  the  said  freeholders  and  inhabitants,  their 
heirs,  successors  and  assigns,  and  to  each  and  every  of  them,  their  par- 
ticular lots  and  estates  in  the  said  Town,  or  any  part  thereof,  And  I  do 
likewise  confirm  and  grant  unto  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  in  gen- 
eral, their  heirs,  successors  and  assigns,  the  privileges  of  a  Town,  but 
immediately  depending  on  this  City,  as  being  within  the  liberties  thereof ; 
HoREOYBR  for  the  better  ascertaining  of  the  limits  of  the  lands  to  the 
said  Town  belonging,  the  extent  of  their  bounds  shall  be  as  followeth, 
viz.,  That  from  the  west  side  of  the  fence  of  the  said  Town,  a  line  be 
run  due  West  four  hundred  English  poles,  without  variation  of  the 
compass,  At  the  end  whereof  another  line  being  drawn  to  run  North  and 
South,  with  the  variation,  that  is  to  say,  North  to  the  very  end  of  a  cer- 
tain piece  of  meadow  ground  commonly  called  the  Round  Meadow,  near 
or  adjoining  to  Hudson's  River,  and  South  to  the  Saw  Mills  over  against 
Hog  Island,  commonly  called  Perkins  Island  ;*  It  shall  be  the  West 
bounds  of  their  lands.  And  all  the  lands  lying  and  being  within  the 
said  line,  so  drawn  North  and  South  as  aforesaid,  eastward  to  the  Town 
and  Harlem  River,  as  also  to  the  North  and  East  Rivers,  shall  belong  to 
the  Town ;  Together  with  all  the  soils,  creeks,  quarries*  woods, 
meadows,  pastures,  marshes,  waters,  fishings,  hunting  and  fowling.  And 
all  other  profits,  commodities,  emoluments  and  hereditaments  to  the  said 
lands  and  premises  within  the  said  line  belonging,  or  in  anywise  apper- 
taining, with  their  and  every  of  their  appurtenances  ;  To  have  and  to 
HOLD  all  and  singular  the  said  lands,  hereditaments  and  premises,  with 
their  and  every  of  their  appurtenances,  and  of  every  part  and  parcel 
thereof,  to  the  said  freeholders  and  inhabitants,  their  heirs,  successors 
and  assigns,  to  the  proper  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  freeholders  and 
inhabitants,  their  heirs,  successors  and  assigns  forever.  It  is  likewise 
further  confirmed  and  granted,  that  the  inhabitants  of  said  Town  shall 
have  liberty,  for  the  conveniency  of  more  range  of  their  horses  and  cat- 

♦  From  verJt/n  the  Dutch  word  for  hog,  and  so  called  because  the  neigh- 
boring settlers  allowed  their  hogs  to  run  there.     Now  Blackweirs  Island. 
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tie,  to  go  farther  west  into  the  woods,  beyond  the  aforesaid  bounds,  as 
they  shall  have  occasion,  the  lands  lying  within  being  intended  for 
plowing,  home  pastures  and  meadow  grounds  only  ;  Aud  no  person 
shall  be  permitted  to  build  any  manner  of  house  or  houses  within  two 
miles  of  the  aforesaid  limits  or  bounds  of  the  said  Town,  without  the 
consent  of  the  inhabitants  thereof.  And  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants 
of  the  said  Town  are  to  observe  and  keep  the  terms  and  conditions  here- 
after expressed  ;  that  is  to  say  :  That  from  and  after  the  date  of  these 
Presents  the  said  Town  shall  no  longer  be  called  New  Harlem,  but  shall 
be  known  and  called  by  the  name  of  Lancaster  ;  and  in  all  deeds,  bar- 
gains and  sales,  records  or  writings,  shall  be  so  deemed,  observed  and 
written.  Moreover  the  said  Town  lying  very  commodious  for  a  Ferry 
to  and  from  the  Main,  which  may  redound  to  their  particular  benefit  as 
well  as  to  a  general  good,  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  shall  be 
obliged,  at  their  charge,  to  build  of  provide  one  or  more  boats  for  that 
purpose,  fit  for  the  transportation  of  men,  horses  and  cattle,  for  which 
there  will  be  such  a  certain  allowance  given  as  shall  be  adjudged  reason- 
able. And  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants,  their  heirs,  successors  and 
assigns,  are  likewise  to  render  and  pay  all  such  acknowledgments  and 
duties  as  already  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  constituted  and  ordained  by 
His  Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York,  and  his  heirs,  or  such  Governor 
and  Governors  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  appointed  and  set  over 
them.  GrvEN  imder  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Fort  James,  in  New  York, 
on  Manhatans  Island,  the  day  of  May,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  the 
reign  of  our  sovereign  lord  Charles  the  Second,  by  the  grace  of  God 
King  of  England,  Scotland,  France  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith, 
Ac,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God,  1666. 

RICHARD  NICOLLS. 

It  is  putting  it  in  mild  terms  to  say  that  this  patent  was  not 
approved  by  the  Harlem  people,  whose  wishes,  as  is  obvious^ 
were  little  regarded  in  preparing  it.  *  The  change  in  the  name 
of  the  town,  with  the  governor  a  pet  idea,  and  tried  elsewhere 
but  not  always  snccessfnlly,  was  a  most  offensive  feature,  and 
was  never  adopted.*  The  bench  of  justice  or  local  court,  and, 
in  general,  such  rights  as  they  had  enjoyed  in  common  with  the 
other  villages,  were  indeed  comprehended  under  '^  the  privileges 
of  a  town,"  but  as  it  made  all,  without  limitation,  '*  dependmg 
on  this  city," — this  condition  might  impose  untold  burdens. 
In  the  vital  matter  of  taxation,  it  left  them  quite  at  the  mercy 
of  the  Duke,  his  heirs  and  governors,  and  not  to  the  safer  opera- 
tion of  the  laws.     Nor  did  it  fully  cover  their  landed  interests, 

*  Lancaster,  as  a  name  applying  to  Harlem,  is  not  once  found  on  its 
records  ;  nor  has  it  been  met  with  as  so  used  in  any  other  record  or  docu- 
ment of  that  period,  saving  the  instances  above  noticed. 
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as  it  omitted  to  name  the  meadows  appertaining  to  tKeir  faims^ 
but  separated  by  the  Harlem  River.  These  were  grave  objec- 
tions to  the  patent  in  its  present  form,  and  though  it  remained 
of  record,  and  was  not  "  recalled"  as  were  some  others,  the  in- 
liabitants  only  abided  the  time  when  they  could  secure  a  better, 
obviating  these  defects. 

Two  positive  characters,  such  as  Toumeur  and  Waldron,  the 
one  Under  Sheriff  and  President  of  the  Court,  the  other  Con- 
stable, could  hardly  be  expected  always  to  work  in  harmony,  and 
so  it  happened  that  the  former  took  a  grudge  against  the  latter 
for  something  said  or  done.  Now,  Waldron,  being  requested  by 
the  inhabitants,  went  officially  to  see  Tourneur,  who  was  at  his 
bouwery,  "  to  speak  to  him  about  the  fences,"  when  the  latter, 
losing  temper,  caught  up  a  stick,  and  saying  to  Waldron, 
*'  Now,  nobody  is  looking.  Til  pay  you  !"  fell  to  beating  him. 
Waldron  entered  a  complaint  to  the  Mayor's  Court,  May  Ist, 
demanding  to  be  sustained  in  his  official  acts,  or  relieved  from 
Ms  office.  Toumeur  being  cited,  appeared  on  the  8th,  the  next 
court  day.  On  hearing  his  version  of  the  story  the  case  seemed 
to  wear  a  different  look,  and  was  dismissed,  with  a  charge 
**  that  both  parties  for  the  future  live  together  in  good  friend- 
ship," he  who  should  first  offend  to  pay  a  penalty  of  50  gl. 
Toumeur  was  better  satisfied  than  Waldron,  who  immediately 
asked  the  Court  to  give  him  his  discharge  as  constable,  which 
they  did.  Of  Waldron's  official  acts  but  one  remains  to  be  men- 
tioned— ^the  contract  with  Nelis  Matthyssen  to  cut  and  remove 
the  timber  from  the  town  lot,  and  to  keep  the  fences  in  repair. 
This  work  he  completed  early  in  1668. 

On  May  15th,  Johannes  Verveelen  was  confirmed  as  Waldron's 
successor,  from  a  nomination  (of  two  persons)  made  by  the  inhalh 
itantSy  per  order  ;  and  in  presence  of  the  Court  took  the  oath  of 
fidelity.  This  was  followed,  June  12th,  by  an  appointment  of 
four  persons  as  Overseers,  from  a  double  nomination  by  the  peo- 
ple ;  those  elected  being  Joost  Van  Oblinus,  Isaac  Vermilye, 
Olaude  Delamatcr  and  Nelis  Matthyssen  ;  while  Jan  La  Mon- 
tague was  again  made  Secretary,  in  which  office  he  had  not  acted 
since  1664.  The  letter  communicating  the  result  contained  the 
following  instructions  ; 

**  The  which  persons  are  hereby  authorized,  together  with  the 
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Under  Sheriff  and  Constable,— or  three  of  them,  whereof  the 
Under  Sheriff  or  his  Deputy  shall  always  make  one, — in  all 
questions  and  suits  that  between  man  and  man  in  their  village 
may  happen  and  be  brought  before  them,  without  respect  of 
persons,  to  do  justice  and  to  determine  absolutely,  to  the  sum 
of  Two  Hundred  Guilders  in  Sewant,  following  the  laws  here 
in  Uiis  land  established  ;  and  all  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Village 
of  New  Harlem  are  by  these  ordered  and  charged  to  respect  the 
before  named  persons  in  all  that  belongs  to  them  as  their  Over* 
seers.    Done  at  New  York,  the  12th  of  June,  1666/' 

On  June  19th  the  members  elect  presenting  themselves  in  the 
Mayor's  Court,  were  tendered  and  took  the  following  oath  : 

Whereas  you,  Daniel  Toumeur,  as  Under  Sheriff,  and  you,  Joost 
Oblinus,  Isaac  Vermilye,  Glaude  Delamater  and  Nelis  Matthy^sen,  by  the 
Honorable  Mayor's  Court  are  chosen  as  Overseers  of  the  Village  of 
New  Harlem,  for  the  term  of  one  succeeding  year  beginning  upon  this 
date  ;  you  Men  swear  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  that  you  will  to 
your  best  knowledge  and  with  a  good  conscience,  maintain  the  laws  of 
this  government  without  respect  of  persons,  in  all  suits  that  shall  be 
brought  before  you,  to  the  sum  of  Two  Hundred  Guilders  ;  You  Men, 
80  far  as  able,  will  execute  the  laws  for  the  benefit  of  your  town  and 
the  inhabitants  of  the  same.     8o  truly  help  you  Almighty  Qod, 

Thus  was  constituted  the  first  local  court  at  Harlem,  in  which 
(save  at  the  first  choice  of  schepens,  under  the  Dutch)  the  peo-, 
pie  enjoyed  the  right  of  nominating  their  magistrates.* 

*  Nelis  Matthyssen  was  from  Stockholm.  His  name  (the  prenomen  usu- 
ally abbreviated  in  the  Dutch  records,  though  sometimes  written  in  full, 
Cortulis)  was,  in  proper  Swedish,  Nils  Mattson  ;  but  he  had  a  countryman 
and  cotemporary  of  this  Jiame  who  lived  on  the  Delaware,  for  whom  he  is 
not  to  be  taken.  He  and  Barentie  Dircks  were  m.  at  New  Amsterdam  in 
i66i.  At  Harlem  be  was  well  esteemed,  his  good  common-sense  going  far 
to  supply  a  lack  of  early  advantages.  By  occupation  a  carpenter  and  timber- 
bewer,  he  was  the  first  tenant  of  the  land  since  known  as  the  *'  Church 
Farm,"  from  which  he  cut  and  cleared  the  primeval  forest  trees.  On  his 
lease  expiring  in  i668,  he  left  the  town  and  bought  a  small  place  at  Hellgate 
Neck,  Newtown,  being  also  an  applicant  in  1673,  for  Patre3f*s  Hook,  "  lying 
between  Col.  Morris  and  the  Two  Brothers."  He  sold  out  at  Hellgate 
to  Thomas  Lawrence,  and  obtained  a  grant  of  60  acres  at  Turtle  Bay  in 
1676.  This  he  sold  to  Job.  Pietersen—dalc  not  given — and  perhaps  went 
to  Hackensack  (as  did  his  family)  after  16S1,  when  he  is  last  named  ii 
N.  Y.  He  had  chn.  Matthys,  Hendrick,  Anna,  Maria,  Catharine,  Sarah, 
and  Rachel.  Sarah  m.  Jacob  Matthews,  and  Maria  m.  Samuel  Hendrick- 
sen,  both  of  Hackensack.  Matthys  Comelissen^  b.  1665,  at  Harlem,  m. 
Tryntie  Hendricks,  1692,  and  d.  at  Hackensack  1743-8,  his  desc.  retaining 
the  name  Comeiiion,  and  of  whom,  we  believe,  was  the  late  Rev.  John  Cor- 
nelison,  b.  1769,  at  Nyack,  N.  Y.,  d.  1828,  at  Bergen.  N.  J. 
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■■  A  first  business  oi  the  new  board  was  to  prbvideifor  the  com- 
pletion of  the  Church.  Work  upon  it  had  been  continued  by 
the  two  carpenters^  off  and  on,  during  the  past  winter,  but  it  was 
not  finished,  and  money  was  wanted.  Little  had  been  paid  in  for 
the  out-gardens  sold,  and  some  of  these  gardens  were  yet  undis- 
posed of.*  At  the  motion  of  Toumeur,  the  magistrates,  on  June 
27th,  resolved  that  as  it  was  necessary  to  finish  the  church,  a  tax 
for  that  purpose  should  be  laid  upon  the  lands,  "  by  the  mor- 
gen  from  each  lot,'*  but  "  for  the  present  to  borrow  it  from  the 
poor  money  with  the  approval  of  the  ministers  and  the  deacons." 
Accordingly  lumber  was  procured,  and  Hendrick  Earstens  was 
employed  to  raise  up  and  underpin  the  building  with  a  proper 
foundation,  and  also  to  plaster  it,  that  the  next  winter  should 
find  it  more  comfortable  for  the  worshippers  than  had  the  last. 

This  object  secured,  the  overseers  found  other  business — to 
stay  the  damage  being  done  by  cattle  foddered  on  the  cultivated 
lands,  and  hogs  daily  rooting  in  the  vegetable  gardens,  caus- 
ing *' manifold  complaints. '*  As  a  remedy,  they  issued  an 
order,  July  25th,  prohibiting  all  persons  letting  their  hogs  mn 
at  large  without  being  yoked  ;  and  providing  that  for  every  hog 
without  a  yoke  found  within  the  fenced  lands,  the  owner  should 
pay,  besides  the  damages  sustained,  '^  six  guilders  for  each  hog 
for  the  first  offence  ;  two  pounds  of  powder  for  the  second,  and 
for  the  third  offence  forfeit  the  hog  or  hogs.^'  A  like  penalty 
was  declared  against  keeping  cattle  or  calves  within  the  general 
fencing. 

On  September  2d,  being  Sunday,  the  quiet  of  the  village  was 
disturbed,  by  Jan  Teunissen  and  Philip  Presto  bringing  in  a 
canoe  load  of  hay  from  Daniel  Tourneur's  meadow.    The  next 

*  The  Buyten  Tuynen^  or  Out-Gardens,  were  in  some  instances  given  by 
the  first  purchasers  to  their  chn.»  at  their  m..  to  build  on,  and  begin  wedded 
life.  At  a  later  date  iour  of  these  small  plots  were  occupied  by  Joost  Van 
Oblinus  as  his  homestead,  then  by  his  son  Peter,  who  added  a  fifth  garden, 
and  who  owned  a  iarm  on  Van  Keulen's  Hook  to  which  these  adjoin^!.  His 
nephew  and  successor  Petrus  Waldron  buying  up  the  remaining  ones  (two 
excepted),  the  whole  descended  to  his  son  John  P.  Waldron,  forming  the 
north  part  of  his  farm  where  it  came  to  the  Church  Lane.  The  two  wes- 
terly gardens,  Nos.  19,  20,  were  retained  In  the  Bussing  family,  whose  anc, 
received  them  from  his  fa.  in  law  Glaude  Delamater,  the  original  purchaser. 
They  finally  came  to  a  dr.  of  Aaron  Bussing,  Mrs.  Catharine  Storm,  form- 
ing the  small  piece  attached  to  the  north  end  of  her  farm,  on  which  was  her 
residence,  the  old  family  mansion,  till  late  seen  standing  comerwise  to  119th 
street,  at  the  north  side,  between  3d  and  4th  avenues. 
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day  they  and  Tourneur  also  were  arraigned  by  the  town  court, 
for  working  on  the  Sabbath.  Teunissen  admitted  the  charge, 
bat  said  that  Tourneur  had  ordered  it  done.  Tourneur  refused 
to  appear,  but  said  that  he  had  gi?en  them  no  orders  to  fetch  it 
on  Sunday.  The  Court  thereupon  directed  the  constable  to  take 
the  hay  and  canoe  in  charge,  till  they  were  redeemed.  Tour- 
neur gave  bail  for  Presto,  and  proceeded  to  appeal  from  this 
action  to  the  Mayor's  Court. 

But  once  up  for  public  criticism,  Tourneur,  whose  late  affair 
with  Waldron,  yet  fresh  in  people's  mouths,  was  no  help  to 
him,  had  now  to  meet  and  contend  with  another  damaging  re- 
port. An  act  of  his  youth,  long  past  and  buried,  suddenly 
sprang  forth  to  assail  his  character.  Elizabeth  Bossignol,*  the 
wife  of  Marc  du  Sauchoy,  under  strong  provocation  as  appears, 
abused  Tourneur  roundly  witkher  tongue,  calling  him  **  a  villain 
of  villains,''  and  tauntingly  added,  that  he  durst  not  pall  her  to 
account  for  it  either  !  Tourneur  complained  to  the  magistrates 
September  27th,  Elizabeth  being  present,  and  prayed  that  she 
be  put  to  the  proof.  The  defendant  said  that  she  held  the 
plaintiff  for  a  villain,  while  he  did  not  restrain  his  children 
from  giving  her  a  vile  name  in  his  presence  ;  and  furthermore, 
that  the  plaintiff  in  France  had  intentionally  taken  the  life  of  a 
man  with  a  sword.  Tourneur  declaring  that  he  knew  not  that  hia 
children  had  railed  at  her,  prayed  that  the  defendant  should  prove 
that  he  had  killed  a  man,  or  taken  his  life.  Thereupon,  Glaude 
Delamater  and  Barentien  Matthyssen  testified,  at  the  request  of 
Elizabeth,  that  they  heard  Tourneur  say,  at  the  house  of  Nelis 
Matthyssen,  that  '^  his  sword  was  the  cause  that  he  durst  not  go 
to  France. ''  Tourneur  explaining  said,  that  attending  a  funeral 
in  the  city  of  Amiens,  the  Papists  fell  upon  the  Seformed,  and 
some  of  them  being  slain  he  was  obliged  to  leave.  He  asked 
that  the  defendant  be  interrogated,  whether  she  had  known  the 
plaintiff  in  France.  The  defendant  said  that  she  hiid  not 
known  him  in  France,  but  that  the  affair  was  well  known  to 
those  who  had  known  him  there.  The  Court  having  heard  both 
sides,  referred  the  parties  to   the  Honorable  Mayor's  Court. 

*  In  the  record  she  is  called  Lysbeth  Nachtegaal^  a  mere  change  of  her 
French  name  into  Dutch  ;  and  Nachtegaal  finding  its  English  equivalent  in 
NigkHngaU. 
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But  Toumeur,  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  magistrates,  still, 
pressed  his  suit,  praying  that  the  defendant  be  imprisoned  till 
she  prove  her  words,  and  held  to  bail  for  the  costs.  Elizabeth 
was  equally  urgent  that  Tourneur  should  give  bail  for  the  costs, 
and  reiterated  that  he  had  given  the  death  to  Tilie  Meer,  But 
the  magistrates  again  referred  the  parties  to  the  higher  court,  . 
so  there  the  persistent  Tourneur  went. 

His  two  suits  came  to  trial  October  9th.  In  the  "  hay  case," 
the  Court  upheld  the  magistrates  in  seizing  his  hay,  etc.,  on  the 
ground  that  Tourneur  was  accountable  for  the  acts  of  his  ser- 
vants, and  disregarding  his  plea  that  his  orders  were  to  bring 
the  hay  early  on  Monday  morning.  They  fined  him  25  gl.,  but 
put  the  costs  on  the  magistrates  ;  instructing  them,  since  Tour- 
neur was  President  of-  their  board,  to  apply  to  the  higher  Court, 
**  in  case  plaintift  shall  forget  himself  hereafter,  while  holding 
said  position."  In  the  matter  of  Elizabeth  Bossignol,  the  de- 
fendant frankly  admitted  all  she  had  said,  and  offered  to  prove 
it,  "  if  the  Hon.  Court  please  to  grant  her  a  delay  to  obtain  the 
proof  thereof  from  France."  But  the  Court  declining  such  an 
investigation,  and  keeping  itself  to  the  charge  of  slander,  con- 
demned the  defendant  to  acknowledge  her  fault  in  open  court  at 
Harlem,  and  pay  the  costs.  This  checked,  but  did  not  wholly 
stop,  this  malicious  story,  which  even  after  Toumeur's  death  was 
circulated  by  Du  Sauchoy,  as  the  widow  alleged,  "  to  the  great 
damage  of  herself  and  children." 

Capt.  Thomas  De  Lavall  was  an  English  gentleman,  his  sur- 
name derived  from  Normandy,  but  the  family  of  great  antiquity 
at  Seaton-Delava]!,  in  Northumberland,  where  it  held  large  pos- 
sessions. Members  of  it  were  active  partisans  of  King  Charles 
II,,  by  whom  Sir  Ralph  Delavall  was  knighted  in  1660,  and 
made  surveyor  of  the  port  of  Seaton-Sluice  ;  while  others  in  the 
collateral  branches  were  as  noted  for  their  commercial  spirit  and 
wealth.     Circumstances  connect  Capt.  Delavall  with  this  fam-  I 

ily,  whose  tastes,  pursuits,  and  loyalty  he  so  largely  shared,  but  I 

further  it  is  quite  well  ascertained  that  he  was  son  of  Thomas,  | 

a  son  of  Sir  Ralph  Delavall.     The  official  favor  he  enjoyed  was  \ 

the  fruit  of  meritorious  service  for  his  king  and  country,  before 
his  arrival  hero  in  the  suite  of  Gov.  Nicolls.  During  the  lato 
war  in  Flanders  he  was  Deputy  Treasurer  of  the  port  of  Dun-  i 
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kirk,  and  handling  public  funds  exceeding  an  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds^  80  well  discharged  his  trust,  that  he  was  assigned 
to  a  similar  one  at  New  York^  and  had  entered  upon  its  duties 
directly  after  his  arrival. 

Capt.  Delavall,  now  owning  lands  at  Harlem,  including  lot 
No.  22  on  Van  Keulen's  Hook,  which  extended  down  to  Mon- 
tagne's  Kill,  designed  to  build  a  grist-mill  upon  this  lot  and 
stream,  with  a  substantial  stone  dwelling-house  near  it,  in  case 
he  could  secure  the  co-operation  of  the  Harlem  people,  and  the 
patronage  of  the  surrounding  districts  ;  though  the  latter  much 
depended  upon  the  opening  of  a  proper  highway  between  the 
Bouwery  and  Harlem,  to  give  the  inhabitants  easy  access  to  the 
mill  with  their  grain.  It  would  further  insure  the  success  of 
the  undertaking,  to  draw  travel  as  much  as  possible  toward 
Harlem,  by  establishing  a  ferry  there,  and  to  divert  it  from 
Spuyten  Duyvel,  by  closing  up  the  passage-way  then  used  as  a 
fording-place  for  horses  and  cattle  to  and  from  the  main.  Mr. 
Delavall  now  having  authority  as  mayor  of  the  city,  resolved  to 
undertake  these  enterprises,  which  with  his  usual  sagacity  he 
judged  would  prove  a  good  investment  for  him,  while  also  con- 
ducing to  the  public  convenience.  He  therefore  made  the  fol- 
lowing propositions  to  the  authorities  of  Harlem  : 

On  this  date,  8d  January,  A"*.  1607,  the  Honorable  Heer  Delavall* 
proposed  and  requested  that  the  magistrates  of  this  town  do  consider 
the  following  points : 

Ist.  That  they  make  one  half  of  the  road  from  here  to  the  Manhatana 
or  New  York  ;  and  that  Spuyten  Duyvel  be  stopped  up. 

2d.  That  like  care  be  taken  for  a  suitable  Oi*dinary  {i.e,  tavern),  for 
the  convenience  of  persons  coming  and  going,  as  also  of  the  village  ; 
ind  he  promises  the  nails  and  the  making  of  a  scow,  provided  the  ferry-, 
man  he  holden  to  repay  him  for  the  same  when  required. 

8d.  That  it  may  be  firmly  settled,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  towu 
will  make  the  dam,  because  other  towns  promise  to  make  a  dam,  if  so 
he  that  he  please  to  build  the  mill  near  them. 

4th.  Requests  leave  to  erect  a  stone  house  at  the  rear  of  his  land  neai 
the  mill,  and  to  fortify  it  as  a  refuge  for  the  village  in  time  of  need. 

5th.  Requests  leave  to  run  a  fence  straight  from  the  fence  now  stand- 
mg  to  the  stone  bridge,  upon  Van  Keulen^s  Hook,  and  to  use  the  land 
and  meadow  so  inclosed. 

6th.  Requests  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  shall  set  off  (fence) 

♦  The  word  Heer^  though  properly  translated  Lord,  often,  as  in  this  in- 
stance, had  simply  the  sense  of  Mr,  as  used  at  that  early  day  ;  this  latter 
term  being  then  applied  wuh  discrimination,  and  only  a&  denoting,  great  re- 
•pcct.    Sec  Annals  of  Newtown^  p.  38,  note. 
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the  meadow  at  Little  Barent's  Islaod,  in  case  they  wish  to  keep  the 
same,  as  said  Island  belongs  to  him  ;  or  otherwise,  not  to  put  the  town 
to  inconvenience,  he  will  present  them  the  Island,  if  they  will  free  the 
meadows. 

7th.  Whereas  the  Bronck^s  Land  has  been  sold  for  two  thousand 
guilders  in  beavers ;  and  as  he  thought  that  it  should  more  properly 
fall  to  the  town — offers  for  that  price  to  let  the  town  have  it. 

Upon  all  which,  after  consideration  giv§n,  to  notify  and  inform  him. 

,  On  this  matter  being  talked  over  among  the  magistrates^ 
Johannes  VeiTcelen  agreed  to  take  the  ferry  and  ordinary  for 
six  years.  He  wds  then  formally  sworn  to  provide  proper  enter- 
tainment for  travellers^  as  victuals  and  drink^  lodgings^  etc.,  and 
further,  not  to  tap  liquor  to  the  Indians  who  should  resort  to 
the  village.  On  his  request  for  an  addition  of  six  feet  to  his 
house  lot,  next  the  street,  *'  as  he  was  cramped  for  room,  and 
must  make  convenience  for  his  ordinary,"  the  Court  granted 
him  ''  six  feet  into  the  street,  to  extend  right  out  at  the  south 
side  ;  that  is,  the  line  stretching  as  the  street  now  runs,  nearly 
east  and  west.'* 

The  next  day  the  inhabitants  were  called  together  to  act  upon 
Mr.  Delavall's  proposals,  and  with  the  following  result : 

On  the  4th  of  January  ;  Advice  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  town  upon 
the  propositions  of  the  Honorable  Ueer  Delavall. 

Ist  Point.  Offer,  together  with  their  neighbors,  to  stop  op  Spuytcn 
Duy vel,  as  it  was  formerly  ;  are  also  resolved  to  make  a  road  so  far  as 
practicable. 

2d.  Have  provided  for  this,  and  settled  Johannes  Verveelen  as  ferry- 
man and  keeper  of  the  Ordinary  for  six  years. 

8d.  Agree  to  make  the  dam  for  the  mill,  provided  they  may  enjoy  its 
benefits  according  to  custom. 

4th.  Affree  that  a  house  be  built  for  the  bouwery,  to  set  near  the  mill, 
or  where  is  most  convenient  for  him. 

5th.  Agree  that  the  mill  use  the  land  and  meadow  lying  from  the 
fence  now  standing  to  the  stone  bridge  on  Van  Eeulen's  Hook. 

6th.  Require  further  opportunity  to  consider  how  this  point  shall  be 
settled. 

7th.  They  are  parties :  Hon.  Heer  Delavall,  Nicholas  De  Meyer,  Jo- 
hannes Verveelen,  Daniel  Toumeur,  Glaude  Delamater,  Lubbert  €kr- 
ritsen,  Joost  van  Oblinus,  David  Demarest,  -Yalentino  Claessen  and  Der- 
ick  Claessen. 

Bronck's  Land,  referred  to  under  the  seventh  point,  and  em- 
bracing some  five  hundred  acres,  opposite  Harlem  on  the  West- 
chester side,  had  passed  from  Bronck's  heirs,  through  several 
hands,  to  Samuel  Edsall.     The  answer  to  the  seventh  point  qp- 
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pears  to  mean  that  the  '*  parties'*  named  were  the  ones  most 
interested;  as  they  were  those  whose  salt  meadows  lay  on  that 
side  of  the  river.  With  a  view  of  buying  the  Bronck  tract,  some 
of  these  persons  met  the  next  day,  and  "  constituted  and  author- 
ized Daniel  Tourneur,  Nicholas  De  Meyer,  and  Johannes  Ver- 
veelen,  in  their  name  to  agree  respecting  the  payment  and  re- 
demption of  the  land  called  Bronck's  Land  ;  to  do  and  execute 
as  would  they  themselves  if  present,  promising  to  maintain  firm 
and  inviolate  whatever  these  their  attorneys  may  do  in  the  prem- 
ises,** ♦ 

As  to  Little  Barent's  Island,  the  case  stood  thus  :  Stuyye- 
sant  had  granted  the  meadows  lying  around  it  to  some  of  the 
Harlem  people,  and  had  allowed  all  of  them  to  use  the  island 
for  pasturing  their  young  stock.  Later  this  and  Great  Barent's 
Island,  as  being  the  property  of  the  West  India  Company  (Van 
Twiller's  title  to  the  latter  island  under  his  Indian  purchase 
having  been  disallowed  by  the  company  and  annulled  by  the 
Director  and  Council,  July  1st,  1662),  fell  to  the  English  by  the 
general  act  of  confiscation  of  Oct.  10th,  1665  ;  and  were  soon 
after  sold  to  Capt.  Delavall,  though  his  patent  did  not  issue  till 
Feb.  3d,  1668,  when  he  was  about  to  visit  Europe.  Upon  Dela- 
valFs  offer  of  the  lesser  island  to  the  inhabitants  of  Harlem  no 

*  DiRCK  Claessen,  son  of  Claes  Jacobsen  and  Pietertie  Heertgers,  was  b. 
at  LeeuwardeD,  in  Fn'esland  ;  emigrating,  I  believe,  with  his  w.  and  wid. 
mo.  in  1653.  He  was  a  potter,  several  of  whom  came  out  that  year.  In 
1657,  when  he  became  a  small  burgher,  he  bought  a  house  and  lot  in  New 
Amsterdam,  and  set  up  a  pottery,  known  afterwards  as  '*  Pot-baker  Comer, 
situated  near  the  outlet  of  the  Fresh  Water  into  the  East  River,  and  next  to 
Henry  Brasier."  Leasing  this  property,  Aug.  10,  1662,  for  three  years,  he 
came  to  H.  to  manage  his  bouwery  here,  and  that  fall  was  chosen  magis- 
trate. On  Nov.  5,  1663,  he  sold  his  bouwery  to  Jan  Teunissen,  but  was 
obliged  to  take  it  back  under  a  mortgage  of  that  date,  and  finally  sold  it  to 
Daniel  Tourneur,  Feb.  i,  1667.  He  now  resumed  his  pottery  in  N.  Y., 
where  he  d.  in  1686.  He  m.  Wyntie  Roelofs,  Annetie  Dircks,  wid.,  and 
Metje  Elberts.  By  the  first  he  had  Claesie,  b.  1654,  who  m.  John  Ray  and 
Gnstavus  Adophus  Home  ;  Jannetie,  b.  1656,  m.  Comelis  Dyckman  ;  and 
Geertie,  b.  1662,  m.  Barent  Christiaens.  By  his  second  w.  he  had  a  dr.  Gis- 
berta,  to  whom,  and  his  stepson  John  Everts  (son  of  said  w.  Annetie  by 
Evert  Jansen),  he  deeded  his  pottery  property  Sept.  10,  1680.  Who  Gis- 
bertam.,  if  at  all,  has  not  been  observed.  When  a  miss  of  sweet  fifteen  one 
Wm.  Phillips  visited  her,  but  on  a  Sunday  moming,  Oct  26,  1679,  being 
caught  acting  rather  free  to  suit  the  fa.,  he  indignantly  drove  Phillips  out  of 
the  house,  nearly  cutting  his  nose  off  with  a  knife.  Ray  was  from  Berkshire, 
England,  had  served  here  as  a  soldier  in  the  English  garrison,  but  became  a 
pipemaker.  His  desc.  have  been  of  first  respectability  in  this  State.  His  dr. 
Wyntie  m.  Hendrick  Meyer. 
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immediate  action  was  taken^  and  on  May  3d,  ensuing,  Daniel 
Tourneur,  in  Delavall's  behalf,  urged  that  Jaques  Cresson,  who 
had  meadow  on  the  south  side  of  that  island,  might  be  removed 
therefrom,  by  having  other  meadow  given  him  instead ;  and 
that  the  Heer  Delavall's  meadow  should  be  fenced  in  by  tlie 
town-folks  who  had  calves  pastured  there.  Delavall's  meadow, 
gotten  with  the  land  of  Simon  de  Ruine,  lay  in  common  with 
Cresson's,  and  Cresson  was  willing  to  give  up  his  part,  provided 
he  could  have  *'  the  meadow  west  of  the  hills,  along  Montagne's 
Kill,  at  the  north  side  of  the  Kill,"  and  if  "  the  persons  using 
Barent's  Island  would  help  him  a  day  in  making  fence."  But 
this  was  not  agreed  to,  and  no  step  being  taken  to  "  free  the 
meadows,"  Delavall  afterwards  purchased  them,  excepting 
Cresson's,  which  he  never  owned. 

Nor  was  the  attempt  to  buy  Bronck's  Land  more  successful ; 
even  Delavall  did  not  take  it,  and  that  valuable  tract  was  con- 
veyed by  Edsall,  June  4th,  1668,  to  **  Col.  Lewis  Morris,  of  the 
Island  of  Barbadoes,  merchant,"  whose  brother,  Capt.  Richard 
Morris,  under  a  mutual  contract  of  Aug.  10th,  1670,  came  to  re- 
side on  the  plantation.  His  death  within  two  years  led  to  a 
visit  from  Col.  Morris  in  1673.  But  being  dispossessed  that  year 
by  the  Dutch,  he  did  not  make  it  his  permanent  residence  till 
after  he  had  secured  a  large  addition  to  it  by  royal  grant ;  the 
whole  of  which  estate,  embracing  1920  acres,  upon  his  death, 
Feb.  14th,  1691,  fell  to  his  nephew  Lewis  Morris,  son  of  Richard, 
and  in  1697  was  erected  into  the  Manor  of  Morrisania, 

After  much  labor  the  mill-dam  was  finished  (crossing  the 
creek  a  little  west  of  the  present  3d  avenue),  and  near  its  northern 
end  Delavall  built  his  mill ;  employing  as  his  miller  Hage 
Bruynsen,  a  Swede,  but  for  twenty  odd  years  a  resident  in  this 
country.*    The  land  adjoining  his  own,  of  which  Delavall  had 

*  Hage  Bruynsen  was  b.  at  Weisch,  in  Smallant,  and  may  have  been  the 
son  of  Bruyn  Barents,  named  on  page  219.  Hage  entered  the  service  ot 
Burger  Joris,  a  blacksmith  at  the  Smith's  Fly — he  who  owned  a  grist*miU  at 
Dutch  Kills.  Seven  years  later,  1653,  Hage  bought  a  house  and  lot  in 
Smith's  Fly,  was  enrolled  in  the  city  burgher  corps,  and  also  m.  Annekc 
Jans,  from  Holstein,  by  whom  he  had  a  son  Bruyn,  b.  1654.  In  1661  he 
m.  Egbertie  Dircks,  sr.  to  Nelis  Matthyssen's  w.,  and  by  her  had  a  son  Her- 
'  manus,  b.  1662.  His  term  as  miller  at  H.  was  cut  short  by  his  d.  in  1668. 
His  city  property  was  sold  in  1670  to  Jacob  Helliker.  Hage  s  wid.  m. 
Hendrick  Bosch,  sword  cutler,  the  Bush  anc,  who  afterward  owned  land 
near  H.    Bruyn  Hage  spent  his  youth  with  his  uncle  Dirck  Jansen,  was 
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the  use  for  mill  purposes,  took  the  name  of  the  "  Mill  Camp." 
John  La  Montague  thought  the  time  favorable  for  removing  to 
his  farm,  or  at  least  for  asking  permission  of  the  town  to  do  so  ; 
and  on  his  application  the  inhabitants^  Jan.  4tli,  1667,  voted 
him  *'  authority  to  build  and  live  upon  his  Point"  But  Dela- 
vall's  plan  to  build  a  substantial  house  and  fortify  it  was  frus- 
trated by  an  urgent  call  soon  after  to  go  to  England,  and 
whither  he  went  the  next  year,  leaving  his  property  at  Harlem 
in  care  of  Daniel  Tourneur,  as  his  agent. 

But  the  village  plot  was  expanding  and  undergoing  material 
changes.  On  their  petition  several  of  the  inhabitants  were  al- 
lowed to  extend  their  erven  or  house-lots,  by  taking  in  portions 
of  the  streets.  For  this  they  were  charged  from  10  to  15  gl. 
Two  new  erven  were  also  laid  out  on  the  north  side  of  the 
"  Great  Way,"  and  since  forming  the  Judah  place.  The  one  ad- 
joining the  river  was  sold  to  Johannes  Vermilpe,  and  that  lying 
next  to  it,  to  Robert  le  Maire^  each  for  25  gl.  The  vacant  land 
to  the  south  of  the  village,  north  of  lotfe  1,  2,  3,  Van  Keulen's 
Hook,  and  reserved  to  the  town  uses,  was  also  encroached  upon  ; 
and  a  triangular  piece  in  the  north-west  comer,  opposite  the 
erven  of  Karstens  and  Cresson  (taking  its  form  from  the  course 
of  the  creek),  was  sold  at  the  above  price  to  Jan  Oerritsen  de 
Tries f  who  built  upon  and  fenced  it.* 

The  work  upon  the  church  having  been  prosecuted  at  inter- 
vals, as  opportunity  and  the  finances  warranted,  the  building 
was  so  far  completed  by  Jan.  30th,  1667,  that  an  allotment  of 
the  scats  then  took  place.  With  the  finishing  of  his  work  by 
**  Bart  the  mason,"  and  **  the  table  "  which  Nelis  Matthys- 
sen  had  been  employed  to  make  in  its  place,  the  modest  struc- 
ture was  now  assigned  to  its  double  use  as  the  church  and 
school-house ;   having  a  convenient  loft  or  second  story,  from 

taught  his  trade  by  his  step-fa.,  and  became  a  "  master  blacksmith."  He 
m.  in  i68i.  Geesie,  dr.  of  Frederick  Schureman,  moved  to  Esopus,  bouf^bt 
land  in  16S3,  but  d.  the  next  year.  Two  years  later,  bis  wid.  returned  with 
a  chh.  letter  to  N.  Y.,  where  her  dr.  Annetie,  b.  1683,  m.  1699,  Robert 
Jacobsen,  from  Rotterdam. 

*  This  was  he  later  known  as  Capt.  Jan  Gerritsen  van  Dalsen,  anc.  of  the 
Dolsens  of  Orange  Co.  The  family  was  from  DaUsen,  or  Dalsen,  a  village 
near  Zwolle,  in  Overyssel,  but  Jan,  by  chance  bom  in  Friesland,  was  dis- 
tinguished as  dt  Vries^  the  Friesan  or  Frieslander ;  the  child's  pet  name 
having  clung  to  him  up  to  manhood.  The  Dutch  were  much  addicted  to  this 
mode  of  designation,  and  to  the  use  of  nicknames  of  all  sorts. 
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which — 0  primitive  economy  ! — income  was  sometimes  derived 
by  renting  it.  Bat,  nnpretentions  as  it  was^  it  suited  none  the 
less  for  the  acceptable  worship  of  Him  who  "  dwelleth  not  in 
temples  made  with  hands."  There  was  on  the  church  lot  {kerh 
lot)  an  older  house  belonging  to  the  town  (noticed  in  1665)^  and 
probably  was  rented  with  the  latter. 

The  question  had  come  up  of  some  change  in  the  burial-place, 
so  as  to  have  it  extend  out  from  the  rear  of  the  kerk-erfy  across 
the  back  ends  of  the  Le  Maire  and  Vermilye  lots  to  the  river ; 
and  the  inhabitants  being  consulted^  the  following  vote  was 
passed  on  Jan.  5th,  when  the  action  was  taken  for  the  enlarge- 
ment of  the  house-lots  :  "  The  worthy  court,  with  the  approval 
of  most  of  the  inhabitants,  have  ordered,  that  the  grave-yard 
(kerkhof)  now  shall  be  behind  the  erven  of  Jean  le  Boy  and 
Jfohannes  Vermilye." 

The  only  person  to  object  was  Le  Boy,  who,  holding  the  lot 
here  referred  to,  as  agent  for  Le  Maire,  and  on  which  was  a  small 
tenement  that  had  belonged  to  the  late  Jan  Cogu,  but  had  been 
bought  and  placed  there— came  in  court,  Jan.  25th,  and  re- 
quested that  the  deacons,  Daniel  Toumeur  and  Johannes  Ver- 
veelen,  would  be  pleased  to  move  his  house  for  him,  or  that  the 
erf  might  remain  his.  But  in  place  of  this,  Toumeur  offered  to 
give  him  timber  sufficient  for  making  a  house  as  large  as  Gogu's, 
and  Verveelen  promised  to  add  30  gl.;  with  which  Le  Boy 
declared  himself  satisfied.  On  May  1st,  ensuing.  Tie  Boy  sold 
the  lot,  **  as  at  present  fenced  in,  excepting  the  street,"  to  Jan 
Terbosch,  whose  wife  was  sister  of  Vermilye,  the  adjoining 
owner.*  On  June  14th,  ensuing,  the  town,  by  agreement  with 
Toumeur,  resolved  to  further  enlarge  the  church-yard  (kerk-erf) 
at  the  rear,  by  extending  it  westerly  into  his  erf  or  house-lot, 
"  four  rods  in  length,  and  five  in  breadth."  This  left  a  passage 
from  Toumeur's  erf  to  his  lot  No.  1,  Jochem  Pieters.    As  a 

*  Terbosch  and  Le  Maire,  as  also  the  Ackerman  and  Storm  ancestors, 
emigrated  in  the  same  ship  in  1662.  See  pp.  103,  106.  Terbosch  m.  Rachel, 
dr.  of  Isaac  Vermilye,  June  10,  1663.  They  had  issue  Johannes,  b.  1665, 
Catharine,  b.  1668,  Isaac,  b.  1669,  Maria,  b.  1672,  Sarah,  b.  1674,  Johanna, 
b.  1675,  and  Jacobus,  b.  1677.  Terbosch  d.  soon  after,  and  his  wid.  m.  Dirck 
WesseU,  May  25,  1679.  This  family  removed  up  the  Hudson.  Johannes  m. 
at  Kingston  in  1688.  Among  the  desc.,  in  Dutchess  co.  and  elsewhere,  this 
name,  like  many  others,  has  suffered  some  change  in  the  mode  of  spelling  it, 
as  TeHfos  and  Terbush, 
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consideration  they  granted  Tonrnenr  *^  the  meadows  lying  along 
Hontagne's  Kill,  west  of  the  hilh,  from  the  rocky  point  till  to 
the  end  of  the  creek  on  the  north  side  of  the  said  Kill.'^  The 
hills  were  Mount  Morris^  etc. ;  and  the  meadows^  which  lay  op- 
posite Toomenr's  land  on  Montagne's  Flat  (since  of  David 
Wood,  the  Bossings,  and  others),  were  those  known  later  as 
the  Bossing  Meadows,  in  part  conveyed,  as  claimed,  to  Samson 
Benson,  prior  to  1800,  and  added  to  his  farm. 

On  the  same  date,  June  14th,  1667,  "  John  Montagne  was 
permitted  to  have,  incase  of  exchange,  the  church-lot's  meadows, 
lying  in  the  bend  of  the  Hellegat ;  provided  he  leave  instead  a 
piece  of  meadow,  lying  south  of  the  Great  Meadow,  belonging 
to  Number  1.'^  The  Great  Meadow  was  that  upon  the  north 
side  of  Sherman's  Creek  ;  No,  1  referred  to  the  lot  on  Jochem 
Pieters'  Flat  which  Montagne  gave  up  to  the  town  in  1661.  With 
that  nice  economy  before  observed,  the  deacons,  the  ensuing  fall, 
sowed  upon  the  church  lot  (kerk  lot)  "  two  schepels  of  rye.''  * 

*  The  land  thus  early  designated  the  Kerck  lot  was  that  since  known  as 
the  Church  Farm,  a  part  of  which  is  occupied  by  the  present  Reformed 
Church.  It  lay  at  the  west  end  of  the  old  gardens,  several  of  which  came  to 
be  included  in  jt.  The  Kerck  erf,  which  was  distinct  from  the  former,  lay 
at  the  east  end  of  the  old  gardens,  and  was  then  occupied  by  the  church  edi- 
fice, being  the  easterly  half  of  the  plot  afterward  of  the  Myers,  and  which 
Samuel  Myer  sold  to  Alexander  Phoenix,  Mar.  27,  1S06,  but  later  known  as 
the  Eliphalet  Williams  plot.  The  Kerck  hof  was  the  more  ancient  burying- 
place,  lying  in  the  rear  of  the  Judah  plot,  and  still  remembered  as  the 
"  Negro  Burying  Ground.*'  The  last  contained  about  a  quarter  of  an  acre, 
as  conveyed  by  John  De  Wit  and  Catharine  his  w.  to  John  B.  Coles,  April  7, 
^94. 
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1667-1669. 


NEW  NICOLLS  PATENT  ;    THE  PERRY  ;    RUPTURE  WITH  ARCHSB, 

ETC. 


THE  chief  event  of  1667  was  the  solving  of  the  knotty  ques- 
tion of  their  patent.  The  subject  was  again  thrust  upon 
the  freeholders,  early  in  the  year,  by  an  order  from  the  governor, 
directing  them  to  take  out  confirmations  of  their  Dutch  ground- 
briefs,  under  his  hand  and  seal.  But  how  comply  with  this 
order,  when  very  few  of  them  had  groundbriefs  ?  On  the  other 
hand,  the  general  patent  granted  by  Gov.  Nicolls  the  preceding 
year  was  so  deficient,  that  it  seemed  to  some  of  little  more  valu^ 
than  so  much  blank  parchment.  Out  of  this  dilemma  appeared 
no  opening,  but  in  the  way  of  another  application  to  the  gov- 
ernor for  a  general  patent  which  should  include  all  their  lands 
and  meadows ;  and  this  had  the  additional  advantage,  that  it 
would  give  an  opportunity  to  supply  what  else  was  wanting  in 
the  former  patent.  To  this  proposal  the  following  persons  gave 
their  assent,  at  a  meeting  held  on  March  15th  : 

Daniel  Tourneur,  Jean  Le  Roy, 

Nicholas  De  Meyer,  Valentine  Claessen, 

Eesolved  Waldron,  Jaques  Cresson, 

Lubbert  Gerritsen,  Pierre  Cresson, 

Johannes  Verveelen,  Hendrick  Karstens, 

Joost  van  Oblinus,  Jan  La  Montague,  Jr. 
David  Demarest. 

A  suitable  petition  was  also  prepared,  and  Waldron  and  Cter- 
ritsen  were  chosen  to  present  it,  and  manage  the  business.  It 
read : 
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To  His  Excellency,  Col.  Richabd  NrcoLi,8,  Deputy  Governor. 

The  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  New  Haerlem,  your  Excellcncy^s  pe- 
titioners, would  most  respectfully  represent,  that  they  are  informed  that 
A  placard  has  been  issued,  that  each  Inhabitant  must  get  his  ground- 
bnef  renewed  within  fourteen  days,  expiring  April  1st  of  this  year  ;  and 
whereas  the  most  of  your  Excellency's  petitioners  even  till  now  have  no 
groundbriefs,  they  therefore  pray  that  your  Excellency  ma^  please  to 
grant  them  a  general  groundbrief  or  patent,  in  accordance  with  the  last 
survey  made  by  your  Excellency's  land  surveyor  Mr.  Hubbard,*  or 
otherwise,  as  your  Excellency  and  wise  Council  shall  find  good  and 
proper ;  as  also  that  therein  may  be  included  the  meadows  which  are 
ijing  at  the  other  side,  and  belonging  to  their  land. 

Your  Excellency  ;  Whereas  through  ignorance  of  your  Excellency's 
placards,  some  faults  might  be  committed  by  your  Excellency's  peti- 
tioners, they  pray  that  his  Honor,  the  Sheriff,  may  be  charged  to  send  a 
copy  of  every  proclamation  affecting  your  Excellency's  petitioners,  so 
that  they  may  not  transgress  your  Excellency's  orders.  Herein  we 
await  your  favorable  answer  ;  and  meanwhile  shall  pray  €k)d  for  your 
Excellency's  welfare.    Dated  New  Haerlem,  15th  March,  1667. 

That  this  matter,  which  vitally  affected  their  landed  rights, 
should  be  determined  and  settled,  was  also  demanded  by  the  rap- 
idly increasing  value  of.  the  soil  and  the  growing  importance  of 
the  settlement.  It  now  had  aome  considerable  dairies.  Fifty- 
eight  cows,  besides  other  cattle,  daily  went  forth  from  the  village 
in  care  of  the  new  herder,  Knoot  Mourisse  van  Hoesem,  who 
entered  upon  this  service  April  15th,  and  was  to  continue  "  till 
All-Saints  Day,  either  fourteen  days  earlier  or  later,  as  the  win- 
ter might  set  in,  or  the  pasture  fail."  \ 

The  establishment  of  the  ferry  gave  a  new  spur  and  energy 
to  the  village,  by  the  increase  of  travel  this  way.     Verveelen 

♦  Capt.  James  Hubbard,  of  Gravesend.  who  was  a  surveyor.  Wc  may 
infer  that  he  had  been  employed  to  re-survey  for  the  new  patent. 

t  List  of  the  Cattle  that  went  with  the  Herder  April  15M.  1667. 

Mr.  Delavall 2  oxen,  6  cows. 

Daniel  Toumeur 2  **  8  *' 

Nells  Matthyssen 3  '* 

U>avid  Demarest....\ 2  "  4  ** 

Lubbert  Gerritsen 2  "  5  *' 

Valentine  Claessen 2  "  3  '* 

Iohannes  Verveelen 2  **  5  " 

cost  Van  Oblinus 2  *'  4  ** 

ohannes  Pietersz  Buys 2  **  7  " 

Resolved  Waldron ...a  "  7  " 

an  Teunisz  v:  Tilburg 2  "  3  |] 

[saac  Vermiiye i  *| 

an  La  Montagne 2  "  2 


I 
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having  fitted  np  his  "  ordinary,"  and  provided  hoats  for  trans- 
portation, of  which  his  lusty  negro  Matthys  was  put  in  charge, 
found  a  congenial  employment  and  plenty  to  do  to  wait  upon 
such  as  frequented  his  tavern  for  entertainment  or  wanted  to 
be  ferried  across  to  or  from  the  Bronckside,  or  bring  over  their 
droves  of  cattle.  On  his  application,  Jan.  25th,  the  town  court 
had  provisionally  fixed  the  following  rates  of  ferriage,  but  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  the  Mayor's  Court : 

For  one  person  f  4  stivers,  silver  money  ;  for  two,  three,  or  four, 
each  3  stivers,  silver  money  ;  for  one  beast,  1  shilling;  and  for 
more  than  one,  each  10  stivers,  silver. 

At  the  comer  of  the  lower  street  and  third  crossway,  Ver- 
veelen's  tavern  hung  out  its  sign-board,  its  site  now  on  the  north 
line  of  123d  street,  300  feet  west  of  1st  avenue.  Well  patronized, 
too,  by  the  lovers  of  good-cheer  and  goed  Her,  this  is  shown  by 
the  frequency  with  which  he  supplied  his  vault  with  goed  bier 
and  kleyn  bier,  Spanish  wine  and  rum  ;  but  it  would  occur  some- 
times that  a  cask  found  its  way  into  the  cellar,  on  which  no  ex- 
cise had  been  paid  or  charged.  This  had  happened  before.  On 
Oct.  6th,  1666,  Daniel  Verveelen  sent  his  father  at  Harlem  two 
half  vats  of  good  beer.  Allard  Anthony,  sheriflf,  hearing  of  it, 
visited  Harlem  the  next  day,  and  found  the  beer  at  Verveelen's 
house,  the  excise  neither  paid  nor  entered  with  the  collector. 
Verveelen  told  Anthony  he  did  not  know  him.  Anthony  com- 
plained to  the  Mayor's  Court.  Verveelen  plead  ignorance, 
and  was  found  not  guilty  in  regard  to  the  beer.  He  excused 
his  remark  made  to  Anthony,  by  saying  that  he  did  not  know 
him  aa  schout,  but  well  as  sheriff!  For  this  quibble  the  court 
fined  him  20  gL  sewant,  aad  costs.  In  the  present  case  the 
vigilant  Toumeur  discovered  something  wrong,  and  accused 
Verveelen  of  smuggling.  Vain  were  denials  or  explanations, 
the  sheriff's  deputy  at  once  took  proceedings  as  follows  : 

Most  Honorable  Heeren,  Overseers  of  this  Town  : 

Whereas  Johannes  Verveelen,  ordinary-keeper  in  this  town,  did  on 
the  6tb  February  wickedly  smuggle  one  half  vat  of  good  beer ;  on 
the  18th  April,  one  vat  of  good  beer,  and  one  anker  of  rum  ;  on  the 
27th  of  April,  one  half -vat  of  good  beer  ;  on  the  8th  May,  one  half  vat 
of  good  beer ;  on  the  27th  May,  one  half  vat  of  ffood  beer,  and  one 
anker  of  rum  ;  all  which  is  contrary  to  the  existing  placards  on  the  sub- 
ject of  smuggling,  and  by  the  high  magistracy  approved.     Therefore 
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the  plaintiff,  ez-officio  the  preserver  of  the  peace,  demands  that  the  de- 
fendant be  condemned  in  the  penalty  of  twenty-one  hundred  guilders, 
according  to  the  placards,  together  with  the  costs  of  prosecution.  The 
14th  June,  1667,  m  N.  Haerlem.    Yours,  Honorable  Heeren. 

Daniel  Toubneur, 

Deputy  Sheriff. 

The  court  ordered  this  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  defendant, 
vho  was  given  till  the  17th  to  answer  it.  But  two  days  after 
it  was  amicably  arranged,  Toumeur  so  far  abating  his  demand 
as  to  accept  Verveelen's  note  for  125  gl.  in  sewant,  in  settle- 
ment of  ''  the  beer  transaction/' 

Yerveelen  seems  to  have  gotten  the  idea  that  the  costs  he  had 
incurred  as  ferryman  and  innkeeper  entitled  him  to  some  ex- 
emption from  the  payment  of  excise ;  because  the  following 
lease  which  he  presently  secured  gave  him  such  exemption  for 
a  year  and  silenced  all  cavil  regarding  his  rights  : 

At  the  request  of  Johannes  Verveelen  of  Haerlem,  "We  the  Mayor  add 
Alderman  of  New  York  have  sold  the  Ferry  there  as  followeth  : 

It  is  agreed  he  shall  have  the  Ferry  for  ^ve  years,  providtjd  he  keep  a 
convenient  house  and  lodging  for  passengers  at  Haerlem,  and  he  shall 
have  a  small  piece  of  land  on  Bronck-side,  about  an  acre,  and  a  place  to 
build  a  house  on,  which  he  must  clear,  and  not  spoil  the  meadow,  which 
shall  be  laid  out  by  the  Town,  which  must  be  a  morgan  of  land  ; — and 
at  the  end  of  five  years  it  is  to  be  farmed  out,  and  during  the  five  years 
he  shall  pay  nothing  for  it,  and  in  case  it  shall  be  let  to  another,  the 
house  shall  be  valued  as  it  stands,  and  he  must  be  paid  for  it ;  provided 
he  may  have  the  preference  of  the  hiring  of  it  at  the  time  expired. 
Here  followeth  what  he  shall  ask  for  every  man  passenger  or  horse  or 
cattle.  For  every  passenger,  two  pence  silver,  or  six  pence  wampum. 
For  every  ox  or  cow  that  shall  be  brought  into  his  ferry  boat,  eight 
pence  or  twenty-four  stivers  ;  and  cattle  under  a  year  old,  six  pence  or 
eighteen  stivers  wampum.  All  cattle  that  are  swum  over  pay  but  half 
pnce.  He  is  to  take  for  diet,  every  man  for  his  meal^  eight  pence,  or 
twenty-four  stivers  wampum  ;  every  man  for  his  lodging,  two  pence  a 
man,  or  six  stivers  in  wampum  ;  every  man  for  his  horse  shall  p>ay  four 
pence  for  his  night's  hay,  or  grass,  or  twelve  stivers  wampum  provided 
the  grass  be  in  fence.  All  men  goins  or  coming  with  a  packet  from  our 
Governor  of  New  York  or  coming  from  the  Governor  of  Connecticut, 
shall  be  ferried  free.  Also  in  regard  the  said  Yerveelen  must  be  at  the 
charge  of  building  a  house  on  each  side  of  the  Ferry,  the  Governor  iiath 
freed  him  from  paying  any  excise  for  what  wine  or  beer  he  shall  retail 
in  his  house  for  one  year  after  the  date  hereof.  Dated  at  New  York, 
this  8d  day  of  July,  1667. 

Tho:  Db  Lav  all.  Mayor. 

Beer  was  the  common  beverage.  At  vendues,  or  in  making 
contracts  or  settlements,  its  presence  was  deemed  indispensable 
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to  the  proper  transaction  of  the  business.  The  magistrates 
when  occupying  the  bench  always  had  beer  brought  in,  run- 
ning up  a  score  with  the  tapster  at  the  public  charge.  Nor  did 
the  ordination  of  elders  and  deacons  or  funeral  solemnities  form 
an  exception.  At  such  times  wine  and  other  liquors,  with  pipes 
and  tobacco,  were  also  freely  distributed.  Families  commonly 
laid  in  their  beer  by  the  quarter  and  half  vat^  or  barrel.  Such 
the  social  habits  and  customs  prevailing  among  our  ancestors, 
all  oblivious  as  to  the  evils  of  the  indulgence.  Surely  time  has 
wrought  a  good  departure  from  former  usage.  Much  of  the 
beer  consumed  here  was  brewed  by  Johannes  Vermilye,  while 
the  breweries  of  Daniel  Verveelen,  Isaac  de  Forest,  and  Jacob 
Kip,  at  New  York,  were  also  patronized.* 

Events  soon  demonstrated  the  wisdom  of  the  steps  taken  for 
securing  a  general  patent.  The  heirs  of  the  late  Matthys  Jan- 
sen,  of  Esopus,  had  obtained  from  Gov.  Nicolls,  May  23d, 
1667,  a  confirmation  of  the  Papparinamin  grant  at  Spuyten 
Duyvel.  And  the  summer  brought  bodings  of  trouble  with 
John  Archer,  of  Westchester,  touching  the  meadows  on  that 
side  of  the  river,  opposite  Papparinamin,  belonging  to  several 

♦  The  Excise  Accounts  from  Tan.  i6  to  July  22,  1667,  charge  the  following 
persons,  the  number  of  times  here  noted,  with  excise  on  beer,  obtained  us- 
ually by  the  half  or  quarter  vat :  Tourneur  and  Vermilye  always  for  kUyn 
bier  (smaU  beer),  the  rest  mostly  for  goed  bier,  (i.e..  strong  beer)  :  Hans 
Lourens,  once  for  one  ton  of  strong  beer.  The  farm-hands  were  good  coo* 
suiiiers.     We  omit  Verveelen  ^s  invoices. 

Daniel  Tourneur,  Isaac  Vermilye,  David  Demarest,  each  6  charges ;  Jan 
La  Montague,  Lubbert  Gerritsen,  Joh.  Pietersen  Buys,  each  4  ;  Nelis  Mat- 
thyssen,  Jean  Leroy,  and  '*  the  Indian,**  each  3  ;  Jan  Teunisx  van  Tilburg* 
Jan  Lourens  Duyts,  Hans  Lourens,  Resolved  Waldron.  Claes  Carstens  Nor- 
man, each  2  ;  and  a  single  charge  against  John  Archer,  Glaude  Delamater, 
Hendrick  Karstens,  Mark  Disosway,  Johannes  Pelszer,  Jaques  Cresson, 
Arent  Harmans  Bussing,  Valentine  Claessen,  Jan  van  Gulck,  and  Micbid 
Bastiaensen.  It  is  well  that  entries  such  as  ioUow,  which  occur  often  in  the 
public  accounts,  belong  to  the  past  : 

"  June   15,  1667,  To  4^  pints  Rum,  and  15  cans  measured  Beer, 

used  at  the  agreement  with  Verveelen /.2a 

Feb.  18,  167S,  To  one  anker  Good  Beer,  dispensed  when  Do. 
Nieuwenhuysen  was  here  to  ordain  the 
deacon f,  7  :  la 

Sept     9,  16S8,  To  Rum  at  his  funeral. /.  7 

The  last  one  is  among  the  charges  "  for  the  burial  of  a  stranger  who  died 
at  Comelis  Jansen's."  Jan  Tibout  (voorleser)  is  allowed/.  12,  "for  an 
address  to  his  credit*' 
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inhabitants  of  Harlem  ;  and  on  their  complaint  the  following 
order  was  issued  : 

i  Warrant  to   the  Constable  of  Westchester,  about  some  Meadow  Ground 

daimed  by  Harlem  : 

Whereas  I  am  infonned  that  the  Inhabitants  of  Harlem  have  for  di- 
Ten  years  muwed  their  bay  in  the  Meadows  on  the  other  side  of  Harlem 
River,  where  John  Archer  of  your  town  pretends  an  interest,  by  virtue  of 
a  patent  panted  for  the  Yonker^s  Land  to  Hugh  O^Neale  and  Mary  his 
wife ;  Thesb  are  to  require  you  to  warn  the  said  John  Archer,  that  he 
forbeur  cutting  hay  in  those  Meadows  this  present  season,  and  likewise 
that  he  do  not  presume  to  molest  those  of  Harlem,  until  I  shall  be  fully 
satisfied  of  the  Titles  on  both  parts,  and  give  my  judgment  thereupon, 
to  whom  of  right  these  Meadows  do  belong.  Given  under  my  hand  at 
Port  James,  in  New  York,  this  16th  day  of  August,  1667. 

R.    NiCOLLS. 

Shortly  after  this  threatened  encroachment  by  the  avaricious 
Archer,  which  however  did  not  end  here,  the  Harlem  freeholders 
received  their  town  patent,  drawn  in  the  following  ample  terms.* 

l£liCl)at)l  l^iCOlISEt,  esq.,  Governor  General  under  His  Rotal 
HiOHi9E8s  James  Dckb  of  York  and  Albany,  &c.,  of  all  his  Territories 
in  America  ;  To  All  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come,  tendeth  Greet- 
ing. Whereas  there  is  a  certain  Town  or  Village  upon  this  Island  Man- 
hatans,  commonly  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  NEW  HARLEM. 
situate,  lying  and  being  on  the  East  part  of  the  Island,  now  in  the  tenure 
or  occupation  of  several  of  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants,  who  being 
seated  there  by  authority  have  improved  a  considerable  proportion  of 
the  lands  thcreunta  belonging,  and  also  settled  a  competent  nimiber  of 
^unilies  thereupon,  capable  to  make  a  Township  ;  Now/<7ra  cai\firmation 
to  the  said  freeholders  and  inhabitants  in  their  possession  and  enjoyment 
of  the  premises,  as  also  for  an  encouragement  to  them  in  -their  further 
improvement  of  the  said  lands  ;  Know  ye.  That  by  virtue  of  the  com- 
mission and  authority  unto  me  given  by  His  Royal  Highness,  I  have 
GIVEN,  ratified,  confirmed  and  granted,  and  by  these  Presents  do  give, 
ratify,  confirm  and  grant  unto  Thomas  Delavall,  Esq.,  John  Ver- 
VBBLBN,  Daniel  Tourneur,  Joost  Oblinus  and  Resolved  Waldron,  as 

*  Recorded  in  original  book  of  Paients,  Sec.  of  State's  Office,  Albany, 
in  Liber  4,  p.  60.  The  date  is  there  given  as  1666,  but  a  palpable  error  ; 
since  Oct.  11,  in  the  19th  year  of  Charles  II.,  was  1667,  and  moreover  the 
date  is  correctly  recited  in  several  later  documents  including  Dongan's  Patent. 
From  a  scrutiny  of  the  record  it  would  appear  that  the  date  was  omitted 
when  the  patent  was  recorded,  and  carelessly  entered  afterward.  The  names 
of  three  of  the  patentees  are  also  written  Vervelen^  Turner^  Oblene  ;  but  we 
coont  these  m  with  other  clerical  blunders,  and  correct  them  from  their  own 
autographs. 
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Patentees  for  and  on  the  behalf  of  themselves  and  their  associates  the 
freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  Town,  their  heirs,  successors  and 
absigns,  All  that  tract,  together  with  the  anercd  parceU  of  land  which 
already  Jvave  or  hereafter  shall  be  purchased  or  procured  for  and  on  the  behalf 
of  the  said  Town  within  the  bounds  and  limits  heieafter  set  forth  and  ex- 
pressed, vie,  J  That  is  to  say,  from  the  West  side  of  the  fence  of  the  said 
Town  a  line  being  run  due  West  four  hundred  English  poles,  without 
variation  of  the  compass,  and  at  the  end  thereof  another  line  being 
drawn  across  the  Island  North  and  South,  with  the  variation,  That  is  to 
say.  North  from  the  end  of  a  certain  .piece  of  meadow  ground  commonly 
called  the  Round  Meadow,*  near  or  adjoining  imto  Hudson's  or  North 
River,  and  South  to  the  place  where  formerly  stood  the  Saw  Mills,  over 
against  Verkens  or  Hog  Island  in  the  Sound  or  East  River,  shall  be  the 
Western  bounds  of  their  lands;  And  allthelandslying  andleing  wiihin 
the  said  line  to  draw  North  and  South  as  aforesaid  Eastward  to  the  end 
of  the  Town  and  Harlem  River,  or  any  part  of  the  said  River  on  which 
this  Island  doth  abut,  and  likewise  on  the  North  and  East  Rivers  within 
the  limits  aforementioned  described,  doth  and  shaU  belong  to  the  mid  Town^ 
As  also  four  lots  of  meadow  ground  upon  the  Main,  marked  with  Number 
1,  2,  3,  4,  lying  over  against  the  Spring,  f  where  a  passage  hath  been 
used  to  ford  over  from  this  Island  to  the  Main,  and  from  thence  hither. 
With  a  small  island,  commonly  called  Stoney  Island  lying  to  the  East  of 
the  Town  and  Harlem  River,  going  through  Bronck's  Kill  by  the  Little 
and  Great  Bame's  Islands,  upon  which  there  are  also  four  other  lots  of 
meadow  ground,  marked  with  No.  1,  2,  3,  4,  Togetheb  u^h  all  the  soils, 
creeks,  quarries,  woods,  meadows,  pastures,  marshes,  waters,  lakes,  fish- 
ing, hawking,  hunting  and  fowling,  and  all  other  profits,  commodities, 
emoluments  and  hereditaments  to  the  said  lands  and  premises  within  the 
said  bounds  and  limits  set  forth  belonging  or  in  anywise  appertaining. 

*  MoERTjE  Davids*  Vly,  or  Mother  Davids'  Meadow,  was  the  name 
by  which  this  meadow  was  known  ten  years  later  ;  the  word  Vfy  (now  usually 
written  Fly,  which  gives  its  English  sound)  being  a  contraction  of  valley^  the 
Dutch  term  for  meadow.  It  was  the  identical  meadow  named  in  Kuyter's 
grant,  and  lay  just  within  the  bay  or  clove  at  Manbattanville  ;  and  it  was  to 
distinguish  it  from  another  Round  Meadow  (that  at  Sherman's  Creek,  called 
in  the  original  allotments  the  Great  Meadow)  that  it  received  the  name 
Moertje  Davids'  Meadow.  This  name  was  singularly  derived  from  the 
larger  meadows  so  called  lying  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  Hudson,  in 
Bergen  County,  and  annexed  to  "  Moertje  Davids'  Plantation."  Often  re- 
ferred to  in  the  history  of  the  town,  our  Moeitje  Davids'  Fly  has  notoriety 
as  a  landmark,  not  only  in  connection  with  the  Harlem  patent  line,  but  with 
the  Battle  of  Harlem  Plains.  The  perversion  to  Murdanies,  Mordanis,  etc. 
(see  N,  y,  CaL  of  Land  Papers,  i6,  and  WinfielfTs  Land  Titles,  129),  has 
obviously  come  by  clipping  the  first  word,  and  mistaking  the  v  (often  formed 
as  tf,  in  old  writings)  for  an  n. 

t  The  Spring  ;  that  is,  Spuyten  Duyvel.  See  page  128.  Verken  Island, 
before  noticed,  was  soon  after  called  Manning's  Island,  from  its  owner  Capt 
John  Manning,  and  later  Blackwell's  Island.  Stony  Island  has  hardly  yet 
yielded  to  the  modern  name  of  Port  Morris. 
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Ain>  ALSO  freedom  of  commonage  for  range  and  feed  of  cattle  and  horses 
further  West  into  the  woods  upon  this  Island  as  well  without  as  within 
their  bounds  and  limits.  To  have  and  to  hold  all  and  singular  the 
said  lands,  island,  conunonage,  hereditaments  and  premises,  with  dieir 
and  every  of  their  appurtenances,  and  of  every  part  or  parcel  thereof, 
unto  the  said  Patentees  and  their  associates,  their  heirs,  successors  and 
assigns,  to  the  proper  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  Patentees  and  their 
associates,  their  heirs,  successors  and  assigns  forever.  And  I  do  hereby 
likewise  ratify,  confirm  and  grant  unto  the  said  Patentees  and  their  as- 
sociates, their  heirs,  successors  and  assigns,  aU  the  rights  and  privileges 
belonging  to  a  Town  within  this  Government  ;  \Dith  this  proviso  or  excep- 
tion, That  in  all  matters  of  debt  or  trespass  of  or  above  the  value  of 
Five  Pounds  they  shall  have  relation  to  and  dependence  upon  the  Courts 
of  this  City  as  the  other  Towns  have  upon  the  several  Courts  of  Sessions 
to  which  they  do  belong  ;  Moreover  the  place  of  their  present  habita- 
tion shall  continue  and  retain  the  name  of  New  Harlem,  by  which 
name  and  style  it  shall  be  distinguished  and  known  in  all  bargains  and 
sales,  deeds,  writings  and  records.  And  no  person  whatsoever  shall  be 
suffered  or  permitted  to  erect  any  manner  of  house  or  building  upon 
this  Island,  wUhin  two  miles  of  the  limits  and  bounds  aforementioned, 
without  the  consent  and  approbation  of  the  major  part  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  Town.  And  whereas  the  said  town  lies  very  commo^ 
dious  for  a  Ferry j  to  pass  to  and  from  the  Main,  which  may  redound 
to  the  particular  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  as  well  as  to  a  general 
good,  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  Town  shall  in  consid- 
eration of  the  benefits  and  privileges  herein  granted,  as  also  for  what 
advantage  they  may  receive  thereby,  be  enjoined  and  obliged  at  their 
own  proper  costs  and  charge  to  build  or  provide  one  or  more  boats,  fit 
for  the  transportation  of  men,  horses  and  cattle,  for  which  there  shall  be 
a  certain  allowance  given  by  each  particular  person  as  shall  be  ordered 
and  adjudged  fit  and  reasonable.  They  the  said  Patentees  and  their 
associates,  their  heirs,  successors  and  assigns,  rendering  and  paying  such 
duties  and  acknowledgments  as  now  are  or  hereafter  shall  be  constituted 
and  established  by  the  laws  of  this  Government,  under  the  obedience  of 
His  Boyal  Highness,  his  heirs  and  successors.  Given  under  my  hand 
and  seal,  at  Fort  James,  in  New  York,  on  the  Island  Manhatans,  the 
11th  day  October,  in  the  19th  year  of  His  Majesty's  reign,  AnTioq, 
Domini,  1667. 

RICHARD  NICOLLS. 

While  the  proceedings  relating  to  the  patent  were  pending, 
mnch  ill-feeling  had  found  vent  at  certain  **  orders  of  the  new 
government."  One  of  the  most  outspoken  was  Jan  Nagel,  late 
soldier  in  the  Dutch  service,  who,  on  being  notified  of  the  order 
by  the  constable  Verveelen,  returned  him  the  following  answer^ 
wherein  his  sentiments  are  not  disguised  : 
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April  r  12,  1667. 
I  TAKE  this  opportunity  to  send  you  word  that  I  will  see  you  to-mor- 
row to  comply  with  y*  orders  of  y  new  govemment,  as  such  a  course 
seems  now  necessary,  and  leaving  no  other  alternative  ;  but  not  without 
very  strongly  protesting  against  y*  injustice  which  has  long  been  heaped 
upon  uo.  Not  finding  satisfaction  in  y  confiscation  of  very  valuable 
property,  they  are  now  compelling  us  to  submit  to  an  ille^  and  tyran- 
nical foreign  government.  If  God  has  designed  in  his  providence  that  y* 
Dutch  people  should  become  victims  to  y*  treachery  and  rapacity  of  y* 
English,  then  all  they  can  do  is  to  submit. 

Jai7  Naobl. 

But,  on  May  3d,  Verveelen  complains  to  the  magistrates  that 
Jfagel  "  has  not  obeyed  his  order."  Nagel  replies,  saying  "  he 
has  conveyed  the  order,  but  they  would  not  go.'*  On  motion 
of  the  under-sheriflE  Tourneur,  that  the  defendant  "  be  bound 
over  to  the  Mayor's  Court  as  a  rehely  on  the  charge  of  having 
refused  to  obey  the  order  of  the  constable,"  the  Overseers  so  re- 
ferred the  case.  Others  were  also  implicated,  for  on  Sept.  6th, 
Nelis  Matthyssen,  ex-magistrate,  taking  by  invitation  a  seat  on 
the  bench,  Tourneur  (not  in  love  with  Nelis,  whose  wife  had 
appeared  against  him  in  the  manslaughter  case)  stoutly  pro- 
tested, charging  Nelis  with  being  a  rebel ;  but  the  court  rejected 
the  charge.  So  it  rested  till  another  sitting  on  Oct.  24th,  when 
aflFairs  had  become  so  grave  that  Capt.  John  Manning,  the  High 
Sheriff,  presided,  and  before  whom  Jan  Nagel  and  Hans  Lou- 
rens,  in  the  same  category,  were  also  cited  to  appear,  Matthys- 
sen had  summoned  Tourneur  to  prove  "that  ho  is  a  rebel." 
Tourneur  now  "  proves  it  by  the  order  of  the  Mayor's  Court, 
that  the  plaintiff  should  not  continue  as  one  of  the  bench." 
Nelis  being  cast,  and  put  to  an  amende  of  6  gl.  and  costs  of  suit, 
with  becoming  nonchalance  promised  25  gl.  to  the  poor.  The 
two  other  cases  were  then  taken  up,  when  Nagel  was  fined  60 
gl.,  and  Lourens  40  gl.,  each  with  costs. 

Capt.  Delavall  had  become  by  far  the  largest  landed  propri- 
etor in  the  town,  and  hence  was  entitled  to  be  named  as  first 
patentee.  He  now  owned  (not  to  specify  further)  several  of  the 
uppermost  lots  on  Jochem  Pieters  Flat,  besides  those  of  Simon 
de  Buine  and  the  late  Jan  Cogu,  in  the  same  tract.  On  March 
14th,  1668,  Tourneur  as  agent  for  Delavall,  who  was  arranging 
his  business  preparatory  to  going  to  England,  leased  these  sev- 
eral lots,  with  the  De  Suine  house  and  garden  in  the  village. 
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for  a  term  of  four  years,  to  a  respectable  settler  named  Wouter 
Gerritsen,  whose  emigration  in  1659  has  been  already  noticed.* 

In  the  mean  time  other  old  groundbriefs  of  Gov.  Kieft's  time 
were  being  hunted  up  by  heirs  or  successors  of  the  grantees  for 
official  confirmation.  That  to  Pieter  Jansen  and  Huyck  Aertsen 
for  land  at  Sherman's  Creek  was  now  claimed  in  partnership  by 
Joost  Kockuyt,  of  Bushwick,  who  had  married  Jansen's  widow, 
and  Thomas  Lamberts,  of  Brooklyn,  Aertsen's  successor.  These 
parties  sold  the  groundbrief  to  Archer,  of  Westchester,  for  600 
guilders.  But  when  presented  to  Gov.  NicoUs  he  refused  to 
confirm  it,  both  because  he  considered  it  as  forfeited  by  the 
neglect  of  the  owners  to  improve  the  land,  and  "  in  regard  it 
might  be  injurious  to  the  town  of  Harlem." 

The  old  Hoom's  Hook  patent,  granted  to  Sibout  Claessen, 
was  also  offered  for  sale  to  Daniel  Toumeur,  who,  consulting 
his  own  interests  rather  than  those  of  the  town,  agreed  to  buy 
it  This  being  known,  caused  great  dissatisfaction,  and  gave 
rise  to  the  following  petition  : 

*  Simon  de  Ruine,  otherwise  called  d€  Waal,  i.e.  the  Walloon,  was 
originally  from  Landrecy,  in  Hainault,  as  before  noticed.  Having  sold  hi^ 
lands  at  Harlem  in  i666,  he  bought  a  tew  acres  in  Flushing,  near  Jean 
Gcnang,  and  is  named  on  the  rate  list  of  1675,  Doc,  Hist,  N,  K.,  ii.  461, 
On  April  27,  1678,  the  Sieur  Dubuisson  drew  up  his  will ;  a  copy  is  here 
given.  It  was  proved  June  13,  1678.  Simon  was  sick,  and  perhaps  id 
extremis^  as  he  did  not  put  his  hand  to  the  will,  and  thus  its  date  may  be  that 
of  his  d.  As  he  always  made  his  mark,  and  his  name  takes  many  forms  in 
cotemporary  records,  we  follow  Dubuisson  as  probably  correct.  The  follow- 
ing forms  prevail :  Drum,  Dreune,  Druwen,  John  Montagne  varies  it 
thus  in  a  dozen  times  :  Durwy,  Durwyn^  Druween.  .Simon  had.  with  other 
chn.,  Jacontina,  b.  near  Landrecy,  who  m.  John  Deinarest ;  Jannetie,  b.  at 
Amsterdam,  who  m.  John  De  Pre ;  and  Maria,  b.  at  H.,  who  m.  Samuel 
Demarest 

A  Jourd  huy  27"*  avril  1678,  faict  en  prensence  de  Jean  Guenon  et  de 
Marguerite  sa  femme,  et  Jean  des  Conseiller,  et  de  Jean  Baptiste  de  Poictier, 
&eur  Dubuisson^  et  du  libre  consentement  de  Simon  de  Ruine,  le  Oualon,  se 
croiant  malade,  a  recongnu  pour  Is  repos  de  sa  consiense,  par  un  libre  et  s^ 
JQgement,  a  tesmoigne  ettre  sa  volonte  ainsy  quy  seulm^  qu  apres  les  despt 
paiez  desclare  et  a  les  clar6  Madlaine  sa  femme  heritier  des  les  bien  et  en 
disposer  sa  vie  durante,  sans  toutes  fois  le  pouvoir  vendre  gra  ny  engager  en 
qoelque  facon,  que  le  .  soit  tant  meuble  et  inraeuble  demeurant  au  mesme 
point  qu  il  sont.  C  etait  et  concluet  a  rest6  dans  la  maison  du  diet  Simon  de 
Ruine,  dit  le  Oualon,  en  presence  des  tesmoin  cy  dessre  nonme  1  on  desclar^ 
ne  savoir  slner  faute  de  quoy  mestre  on  leur  marque. 

de  yean  ma  Guenon 

marque  nn  Jean  des  Conseiller, 
fait  par  moy 

Jean  Baptiste  de  Poictier,  Sieur  Dubuisson^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


276  mSTOBT  OF  HARLEM, 

To  his  ExcdUney  Gov.  Richard  Nicolt^  : 

The  Magistrates  of  the  Town  of  New  Harlem,  with  all  becoming^  re- 
spect and  submission,  do  represent ;  That  your  Excellency's  petitioners 
have  been  informed  that  some  persons  have  bought  the  lands  conmionly 
called  RoorrC%  Hook  ;  which  conflicts  with  the  privileges  wherewith  thu 
Town  was  laid  out,  and  is  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  town,  the  more 
80  as  the  said  privileges  have  been  confirmed  by  your  Excellency,  and 
the  lands  are  situated  within  our  jurisdiction.  Your  Excellency's  pe- 
titioners do  not  desire  the  same  for  nothing,  but  offer  to  pay  what  they 
have  been  sold  for.*  Hoping  your  Excellency  will  give  the  preference 
to  your  petitioners  of  having  the  same,  with  the  redemption  thereof,  by 
payinff  whal  they  have  been  sold  for ;  they  await  your  Excellency's  fa*  ' 
vorable  answer.  In  the  mean  time  they  will  not  cease  to  pray  Gk>d  to 
grant  your  Excellency  enduring  health  and  salvation.  Amen.  New 
Harlem,  15th  March,  1668. 

In  the  name  of  your  Excellency's  faithful  subjects, 

J.  La  MoNTAGiTB,  Junior, 

SecreUtry, 

This  paper  had  scarcely  gone  on  its  errand  when  another 
excitement  arose  in  the  village.  The  22d  of  the  same  month, 
Jean  Baignoux,  a  worthy  French  refugee,  and  subsequent  owner 
of  a  farm  on  Hoorn's  Hooky  having  occasion  to  cross  the  river 
to  Morris's,  forty  pounds  of  tobacco,  with  a  nootaa  \  and  other 
articles,  all  valued  at  76  florins,  were  stolen  out  of  his  canoe 
while  it  lay  at  the  landing-place.  He  charged  the  theft  upon 
Matthys,  the  ferry  negro,  who  was  arrested,  but  released  on  his 
master,  Verveelen,  becoming  his  bail.  The  case,  more  serious 
for  that  Matthys  was  de  facto  a  public  servant,  demanded,  as 
thought,  an  extra  court,  which  was  held  April  2d,  when  beside  the 
usual  magistrates,  his  honor,  High  Sheriff  Manning,  was  present 
Pierre  Grandpre,  another  refugee,  with  Knoet  Mourisse,  had 
occasion  to  go  over  together  just  after  Baignoux,  and  described 
the  strange  actions  of  the  negro,  who  "with  a  sword  in  one 
hand  and  fire  in  the  other,''  forbade  their  landing.     They  also 

♦  In  margin  \  **  To  wit.  Seven  or  eight  hundred  sticks  of  firewood ^ 

\  Nootas^  a  bag  made  of  Indian  hemp,  in  which  the  natives  carried  their 
sewant,  tobacco,  etc. ,  and  measured  their  com.  They  came  into  common 
use  with  the  settlers,  and  are  often  named  in  inventories  and  vendue  lists. 
The  court  minutes  of  July  I2,  1663.  conuin  the  ioUowing  : 

•*  Lubbert  Gerritsen  and  Marie  Taine  declare,  by  request  of  Nelis  Matthys- 
sen,  that  they  heard  Madalena  Lodewycks  say,  at  said  Madalena's  bouse, 
that  Barentien  Dircks  had  stolen  the  pork  of  Jacob  Brouwer,  which  was  in  a 
nootas  by  the  oven  door.  The  court  condemn  defendant  to  pay,  for  the  needs 
of  the  poor,  6  gl.  and  the  costs  of  suit."     She  was  w.  of  Simon  de  Ruine. 

Sec  WooUys  Journal^  p.  52,  and  N,  Y,  Col  Doe.  i,  281. 
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saw  that  Matthys  had  a  nootasy  but  could  not  say  whose  it  was. 
The  testimony  left  little  doubt  of  his  guilt,  but  the  court 
thought  best  to  postpone  the  case  for  further  evidence ;  Ver- 
veelen  promising  Capt.  Manning  to  make  good  Baignoux's  loss 
should  the  latter  be  able  to  clearly  fix  the  theft  upon  the  negro. 
No  more  appears. 

Bnt  new  trouble  awaited  the  ferryman.  It  was  found  no 
such  easy  matter  to  close  up  the  passage  at  Spuyten  Duyvel, 
long  "  used  to  ford  over  from  this  Island  to  the  Main."  Fences 
were  rudely  thrown  down,  and  the  grazing  kine  strayed  across 
at  will.  Further,  it  became  known  that  John  Barker,  of  West- 
chester, had  presumptuously,  and  to  the  great  damage  and  loss 
of  the  ferry  at  Harlem,  taken  over  a  great  number  of  horses  and 
cattle,  toll  free.  Verveelen  and  the  magistrates  hastened  to 
make  complaint.  The  Mayor's  Court  gave  both  sides  a  hearing 
on  June  2d,  when  some  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  ferryman  ap- 
pearing, it  was  "  Ordered  that  said  Barker  shall  pay  the  ferry 
money  for  all  horses  and  cattle  conveyed  by  him  over  the  Spuy- 
teh  Duyvel  whilst  the  ferj-y  has  been  at  Harlem,  which  money 
the  petitioners  shall  employ  to  repair  the  fences  at  Spuyten 
Duyvel ;  and  the  ferryman  is  in  like  manner  expressly  ordered 
and  charged  to  finish  the  house  and  pen,  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  feftry  at  Harlem,  at  the  earliest  opportunity  ;  under  such 
penalty  as  the  Hon.  Court  shall  impose.*'  Verveelen  made  out 
a  bill  for  £  5  sterling  against  Barker,  but  recovered  it  only  by 
an  attachment,  issued  Sept.  5th,  by  the  Town  Court. 

A  series  of  troubles  now  began  between  the  inhabitants  and 
John  Archer,  respecting  their  lands  and  meadows  near  Spuyten 
Duyvel.  This  noted  person  is  first  introduced  to  us  as  "  Jan 
Arcer,  alias  Neuswys,  from  Amsterdam."  His  aflBx,  literally 
rendered  ^wsewise,  when  coupled  with  his  more  familiar  nick- 
name, "  koop-al,"  or  **  buy-all,"  suggested — that  Archer  was  a 
shrewd  fellow  and  had  an  eye  to  business  !  One  alias,  indeed, 
he  got  from  his  father,  who  in  1658  is  called  '^  Jan  Aarsen, 
from  Nieuiohoffy  commonly^  called  Jan  Koopal,"  the  son  in 
1662  being  styled  "Jan  Arcer,  alias  Koopal,  the  younger,^* 
He  had  been  in  Westchester  a  dozen  years  or  more,  and  in 
its  affairs  borne  an  active  part.  It  was  an  English  commu- 
nity, and  he,  taking  to  wife  in  1659  an  English  girl  from 
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Cambridge,  his  name  thus  came  to  take  the  English  form  of 
Archer,  which  has  descended  to  a  numerous  posterity.*  By 
his  assiduity  acquiring  a  large  tract  of  land  between  the  Har; 
lem  River  and  the  Bronx,  he  had  "  at  his  own  charge  and 
with  good  success  begun  a  township  ;  in  a  conyenient  place  for 
the  relief  of  stmngers — it  being  the  road  for  passengers  to  go 
to  and  fro  from  the  main — as  well  as  for  mutual  intercourse  with 
the  neighboring  colony/^  Archer  began  by  leasing  his  land  in 
parcels  of  20  to  24  acres,  to  such  persons  as  would  undertake 
to  clear  and  cultivate  it  (and  with  each  a  house  and  lot  in  the 
village),  all  upon  easy  terms ;  so  that  in  the  years  1668  and  1669 
a  good  number  of  the  Harlem  people  were  led  to  go  there.  The 
"  new  plantation''  was  given  the  name  of  Fordham.f 

Already,  as  we  have  seen,  there  was  a  dispute  between  Archer 
and  the  Harlem  people  about  the  line  parting  his  lands  from 
their  meadows  upon  that  side.  It  so  happened  that  four  of 
Archer's  cattle  trespassed  on  the  meadows.  They  were  seized 
by  order  of  the  Harlem  magistrates,  who  entered  a  complaint 
against  Archer  to  the  new  governor,  Lovelace.  Both  parties 
appeared  before  his  Excellency  in  Council,  at  a  special  sessioE 
held  Nov.  6th,  and  were  heard  at  length  ;  the  Harlem  people 
having  deputed  Toumeur,  Verveelen,  Waldron,  and  the  consta- 
ble Roelofsen  to  answer  for  them. 

Two  charges  were  preferred  against  Archer  : 

*  The  Archers,  we  may  hence  conclude,  are  not  of  English,  but  of  Hol- 
land descent,  although  the  contrary  is  assumed  in  the  ffist.  of  Westchester 
Co,  The  anc.  was  b.  at  Nieuwhoff,  his  son  at  Amsterdam,  and  the  latter 
has  left  us  his  autograph,  invariably  written  Jan  Arcer^  as  only  a  Hollander 
would  write  it.     This  seems  pretty  conclusive. 

f  The  annexed  list  of  leases  executed  by  Archer  at  Harlem  show  who  took 
up  farms  in  Fordham.  Nearly  all  subsequently  left  and  got  land  of  their  own 
elsewhere.     The  leases  with  stars  affixed  are  not  signed  in  the  record. 

Feb.  12,  1669,  Kier  Wolters  and )  t..^  .,  «o«..-  t^^^  c-.«*  «^   »/;Aft 

Pieter  Roelofsen,  \ ^^"°  7  years  from  Sept  20,  1668. 


Marc  du  Sauchoy "  4 

May  I,        *'  Jan  Pietersen  Buys* *'  5 

'*  Cornells  A.  Viervant *'  5 

**  Jan  Teunisz  V,  Tilburg. . . .  "  5 

'*           **  Jan  Hendricks  Boch* "  5 

"  Hendrick  Kiersen **  5 

**           •*  Louwerens  Ackerman **  5 

*'           "  Michiel  Bastiaensen **  5 

Dec.  5,       '*  Kier  Wolters "  5 

*•           **  Marc  du  Sauchoy *'  5 


•■I 


April    I,  1669.      ^; 
Aug.  31,  1668. 

41  <«  Jjj 
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Ist.  "  That  npon  pretence  of  a  certain  purchase^  he  lays  claim 
to  a  parcel  of  land  npon  this  Island,  near  Spuyten  Duyvel, 
which  is  within  the  limits  and  bounds  of  their  Patent,  and  of 
right  belongeth  to  their  Town/' 

2d.  "  That  having  seated  himself  very  near  unto  some  lots 
of  meadow  ground  upon  the  Main,  belonging  unto  their  Town, 
he  is  a  daily  trespasser  upon  them  with  his  cattle,  and  that  the 
said  ground,  lying  in  length  alongst  the  Creek  or  Kill,  cannot 
without  very  great  charge  be  fenced  in." 

Upon  the  first  point  Archer  replie4  that  he  owned  the  land 
in  question,  on  this  Island,  by  virtue  of  a  groundbriof  granted 
by  the  Dutch  governor  Kieft,  which  he  had  purchased  from 
Thomas  Lamberts  and  Joost  Kockuyt  for  600  guilders.  But  the 
court  decided,  that  owing  to  "the  long  time  since  the  first 
gronndbrief  was  given,  and  no  settlement  since,"  the  title  had 
"lapsed;"  or, in  other  words,  was  '*  of  no  validity,  it  being 
forfeited  by  several  acts  of  the  government."  Further,  be- 
cause "it  might  be  injurious  to  the  Town  of  Harlem,"  Gov. 
Xicolls  had  refused  to  confirm  it.  It  was  therefore  "  adjudged 
that  the  land  in  controversy  doth  belong  to  the  Town  of  Har- 
lem, by  virtue  of  their  Patent."  But  it  was  recommended, 
"  in  regard  the  owners  thereof  have  sustained  loss  upon  the  said 
land,"  to  find  means  to  pay  them  "  so  much  as  the  first  agree- 
ment for  the  sale  thereof." 

Upon  the  second  count.  Archer  "  denies  any  claim  to  the 
lots  upon  the  Main,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  with  which  he  is  charged  ; 
but  hath  purchased  land  near  adjoining,  that  was  the  Yonker 
Vander  Donck's."  Thereupon,  "it  was  ordered  that  the  de- 
fendant do  bring  in  the  patent  for  the  Yonker's  land  in  fifteen 
days*  time,  with  what  right  he  hath  to  the  land  where  he 
hath  built ;  at  which  time  some  persons  shall  be  appointed  to 
view  the  meadow  belonging  to  Harlem,  upon  the  Main,  and  to 
make  report  how  it  may  be  preserved  from  the  defendant's  tres- 
passing on  it.  Which  persons  shall  also  bo  ordered  to  view  the 
passage  at  Spuyten  Duyvel,  how  it  may  be  made  convenient  for 
travellers  and  drift  of  cattle  ;  the  ferry  at  Harlem  being  found 
incommodious,  and  not  answering  the  ends  formerly  proposed." 
The  latter  announcement  foreshadowed  a  change  which  was  to 
plant  a  lifelong  thorn  in  Archer's  side. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


280  HISTOBT  OF  EABLEK 

On  Nov.  15thy  Archer  attempted  ^^  to  make  ont  his  title/' 
But  the  court  remained  of  the  opinion^  that  he  had  '^  not  clear- 
ly made  it  out,  he  having  no  bill  of  sale,  nor  bonds  setting  forth 
his  purchase.'*  They  gave  him  till  Feb,  14th  to  "clear  his 
title*' — ^and  meanwhile  he  was  to  give  "  no  disturbance  to  his 
neighbors.''  An  order  was  then  issued  for  the  release  of  his 
cattle.  The  receipt  to  the  magistrates  for  the  "  four  attached 
cattle,"  dated  Dec.  13th,  and  signed  "  Jan  Arcer,"  shows  com- 
pliance with  the  order. 

No  answer  has  been  found  to  the  application  respecting 
Hoom's  Hook ;  the  decision  upon  the  Jansen  and  Aertsen 
patent  seems  to  have  answered  it.  Certainly  Harlem  held  the 
land,  and  the  upshot  of  the  matter  was  that  Toumeur  asked  the 
freeholders  to  grant  him  this  fifty  morgen  "  as  a  recompense  for 
his  services  to  the  town,"  or  to  indorse  the  purchase  which  he 
had  made.  But  when  it  came  up  for  action,  Nov.  20th,  some 
were  in  favor,  others  opposed,  or  said  they  would  have  no  more 
to  do  with  it,  and  so  it  dropped.  Howbeit,  Toumeur  had  al- 
ready secured,  June  16th,  a  valuable  grant  from  Gov.  Nicolls  of 
eighty-one  acres  on  the  other  side  of  Harlem  Biver,  between 
Archer's  and  Bronck's  land,  and  watered  by  the  gentle  Mati- 
nepies,  now  Cromwell's  Creek ;  which  property,  by  the  mar- 
riage of  his  daughter  Esther,  became  vested  in  the  De  Voe 
ancestor,  afterward  owner  of  the  adjoining  tract  known  as  Ik 
Voe^s  Point.    . 

On  Sept.  17th,  the  magistrates  Toumeur  and  the  senior  Yer- 
milye  had  been  summoned  to  Delavall's  mill  to  appraise  the 
effects  of  the  miller,  Hage  Bruynsen,  just  deceased ;  and  ere 
the  year  closed,  death  claimed  another  settler,  Hendrick  Ear- 
stens,  late  a  nominee  for  the  office  of  overseer.  The  village  had 
been  the  scene  of  unusual  activity  through  the  working  season 
now  closing.  The  first  vessel  of  size  put  upon  the  stocks 
here,  of  which  any  notice  is  taken,  was  a  sloop  built  this  year, 
under  a  contract,  by  Jan  Gerritsen  de  Vries,  for  Capt.  Thomas 
Bradley,  who  before  this  bad  sailed  a  market  yacht  between 
New  York  and  "  Stafford."  On  Nov.  27th,  the  parties  dis- 
charged  each  other  of  their  contract,  Bradley  giving  De  Vries  a 
bond  for  the  balance  due  him,  122  gl.  in  sewant,  to  which  Ver- 
veeleu  and  William  Sandford  were  witnesses.     As  indicative  of 
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growth  in  the  village,  the  magistrates,  on  Dec.  17th,  1668, 
granted  Johannes  Pelszer  '^  a  little  house-lot,  lying  south  of  the 
house-lot  of  Glaude  le  Maistre."  * 

The  following  year,  1669,  witnessed  several  important  meas- 
ures for  the  improvement  of  the  town.  On  Feb.  22d,  GU)v. 
Lovelaee  and  his  Council,  with  '^  others  of  the  bench  at  New 
York,''  held  a  court  at  Harlem  to  consider  two  or  three  matters 
affecting  the  town  and  neighborhood.  First  and  principal  was 
that  of  laying  out  a  wagon  road  between  New  York  and  Har- 
lem, "  which  hath  heretofore  been  ordered  and  appointed,  but 
never  as  yet  was  prosecuted  to  effect,''  though  **  very  necessary 
for  mutual  commerce  with  one  another."  The  following  action 
was  taken  : 

"  It  x$  this  day  ordered  that  a  convenient  wagon  way  be  made 
between  the  city  of  New  York  and  this  place,  to  which  end  four 
commissioners  shall  be  appointed,  who  are  to  view  and  consider 
of  the  most  convenient  passage  to  be  made. 

^'  That  these  four  commissioners  meet  to  view  the  said  way  on 
Thursday  next,  being  the  25th  of  this  instant  month  ;  and  after 
having  concluded  upon  it,  that  immediately  they  fall  upon  lay- 
ing out  the  way,  according  to  their  former  agreement  thereupon  ; 
that  is  to  say,  the  neighbors  of  the  Bowery  and  parts  adjacent 
to  clear  the  way  to  be  fit  for  the  passage  of  wagons,  from  New 
York  to  the  Saw  Kill ;  and  the  Town  of  Harlem,  from  thence  to 
their  town.  That  this  way  be  laid  out  and  cleared,  according  to 
the  intent  of  this  order,  by  the  first  of  May  next. 

*'  That  the  appointed  Commissioners,  upon  their  conclusion  of 
the  best  way,  do  immediately  give  the  Governor  an  account  of 

*  Hendrick  Karstens  was  b.  in  i6io,  io  Oldenbourg,  Westphalia,  but 
directly  after  that  event,  his  fa.,  Karsten  Hendricks,  removed  to  Amster- 
dam. The  family  were  Lutherans.  Hendrick  took  to  the  sea,  but  finally 
m.  in  1644,  Femmetie  Coenraets,  from  Groningen.  Soon  after  the  birth  of 
a  dr.,  whom  they  called  Wybrecht,  they  left  Amsterdam  for  New  Netherland. 
Karstens  took  up  land  at  H.,  but  also  worked  as  a  mason.  Unschooled, 
bat  industrious  and  worthy,  he  bore  his  hutnble  part  in  the  building  up  of 
the  town,  holding  at  times  several  minor  offices.  In  1667  he  visited  the 
Delaware.  The  year  after  his  d.,  his  wid.  m.  Lubbert  Gerritsen.  Karsten's 
chn.  were  Wybrecht^  b.  1646,  at  Amsterdam,  who  m.  Hermanus  van  Borsum  ; 
Comrcut^  b.  1648,  in  this  country  ;  and  Jan^  b.  1650.  The  name  Boch, 
assumed  by  the  two  sons,  was  probably  derived  from  Bourg,  used  familiarly 
for  Okienbourg.  their  fa.'s  birthplace.  After  some  years  they  both  removed 
from  the  town,  but  whither  is  not  certain  ;  possibly  to  Kinderbook.  QoH" 
voUx  Munseir s  Albany  Hist,  Coll,,  iv.  106. 
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their  agreement,  who  thereupon  will  giro  order  for  the  patting 
the  same  in  execution. 

"  That  the  Commissioners  of  either  pai'ty  have  hereby  liberty 
.  to  make  inspection  on  the  suflSciency  or  defect  of  each  other,  to 
the  intent  that  there  prove  no  failing  in  either  of  them/'* 

The  two  commissioners  appointed  for  the  Hailem  district 
were  Daniel  Tourneur  and  Resolved  Waldron. 

This  court  *'  also  ordered  that  all  horses  and  cattle  belonging 
to  New  York  and  New  Harlem  which  shall  be  turned  into  the 
woods  upon  this  Island,  shall  have  a  mark  of  distinction  upon 
them  ;  That  is  to.  say,  those  belonging  to  New  York,  the  Bow- 
ery, and  parts  adjacent,  are  to  have  a  brand  mark  with  N.  Y. 
upon  them,  and  those  of  New  Harlem  with  JV.  H.  And.that 
there  be  a  person  appointed  and  sworn  in  each  place  to  mark 
such  horses  and  cattle  as  really  do  belong  to  the  inhabitants,  and 
none  others." 

The  question  of  the  transfer  of  the  ferry  from  Harlem  to 
Spuyten  Duyvel  had  been  for  some  time  mooted.  Proceedings 
in  regard  to  it  were  opened  by  the  following  communication  from 
Gov.  Lovelace  to  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  city,  dated 
Feb.  27th,  1669. 

"  Whereas  Johannes  Verveelen,  of  New  Harlem,  hath  pre- 
ferred a  petition  unto  me,  in  regard  the  ferry  at  Harlem  is  to  be 
removed,  and  that  the  passage  at  Spuyten  Duyvel  is  to  be  fitted 
and  kept  for  passengers  going  to  and  from  this  Island  to  the 
Main,  as  also  for  a  drift  for  cattle  and  horses,  that  he  may  be 
admitted  to  keep  the  said  passage ;  the  Petitioner  allying, 
that  having  a  promise  from  the  late  GoTemor,  my  predecessor, 
as  also  a  confirmation  from  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  this 
city,  that  he  should  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  ferry  at  Harlem 

*  Harlem  Lane,  as  we  have  reason  to  believe,  was  at  first  an  Indian  trail 
Such  forest  paths,  conveniently  marked  out  by  savage  instinct,  were  often 
adopted  by  the  white  settlers  as  the  best  routes  Kor  highways.  In  travelling 
from  New  Amsterdam  to  Spuyten  Duyvel.  atMcGown's  Pass  was  the  natural 
descent  to  the  plain,  the  path  striking  its  northern  end,  where  it  would  as 
naturally  fork  to  the  left  and  right,  for  the  equal  convenience  of  the  pedes- 
trian passing  through  the  *'  Clove  of  the  Kill  *'  to  the  North  River,  or  along 
the  base  of  the  height  to  and  up  Break  Neck  Hill.  It  is  not  possible  to  tell 
when  this  path  over  the  Flats  became  a  road,  but  the  indications  are  that  it 
was  very  early,  many  years  before  it  was  formally  laid  out  as  such,  which  was 
done  pursuant  to  an  Act  of  Assembly  of  June  19, 1703.  See  Hoffman,  ii,  249. 
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for  five  years,  conditionally  that  he  should  provide  boats  and 
other  necessary  accommodation  for  strangers,  which  accord- 
ingly he  hath  performed,  but  there  is  not  as  yet  above  two  years 
of  the  time  expired  ;  I  have  thought  fit  to  refer  the  whole  case  of 
the  Petitioner  to  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  this  city,  who  aro 
to  return  back  to  me  their  judgment  and  resolution  therein. 
Whereupon  I  shall  give  order  for  the  laying  out  of  a  piece  of 
land  near  Spuyten  Duyvel  fit  for  the  accommodation  of  the  per- 
son that  shall  be  appointed  to  keep  the  ferry  and  passage  there, 
as  also  for  the  relief  of  passengers  and  strangers." 

The  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  by  resolution,  March  2d,  concurred 
in  a  change  of  the  ferry  from  Harlem  ''  to  the  wading  place,'' 
and  recommended  that  Verveelen  be  settled  there  for  the  re- 
maining three  years,  |)rovided  he  "  deliver  up  annually  an  ac- 
count  of  the  income  of  said  ferry.'*  Hereupon  the  Governor, 
June  2d,  granted  Verveelen  a  warrant  which  after  informing 
"all  officers  or  other  persons  whom  it  may  concern,"  of  the 
purpose  to  remove  the  ferry  from  New  Harlem  to  Spuyten 
Dnyvel,  "  a  nearer  and  more  convenient  passage  to  and  from 
this  Island  and  the  Main,"  and  that  Johannes  Verveelen  was 
found  "  the  fittest  person  to  be  employed  therein  that  will  un- 
dertake it,  both  in  regard  to  the  charge  he  hath  been  already  at, 
and  hirf  experience  that  way  ;"  proceeds  thus 

**  These  are  to  authorize  and  empower  him,  the  said  Jo- 
hannes Verveelen,  to  repair  to  the  said  place  at  Spuyten  Duy- 
vel, and  to  cause  a  fence  to  be  made  for  keeping  all  manner  of 
cattle  from  going  or  coming  to  or  fro  the  said  passage  without 
leave  or  paying  therefor,  and  at  his  best  conveniency  to  lay  out 
a  place  upon  that  piece  of  land  called  Papparinamin  on  the 
Main  side,  near  unto  the  said  passage,  for  his  habitation  and 
accommodation  of  travellers,  for  the  which  he  shall  have  a  pat- 
ent and  articles  of  confirmation.  And  for  so  doing  this  shall  be 
his  warrant." 

"  Instructions  for  y*  Ferryman  at  Spuyten  Duyvel  "  were 
drawn  up  July  15th,  and  incorporated  in  the  following  curious 


Abticlbs  of  AoREBifBNT  INDENTED,  Consented  unto  and  concluded 
upon,  the  15th  day  of  July,  in  the  21st  year  of  his  Majesty^s  reign, 
Annoq*  Domini,  1669,  Between  the  R*  Hon>>'*  Francis  Lovelace,  Esq^ 
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Governor  Qen*  under  His  Royal  Highness,  James  Duke  of  York  and  Al- 
bany, &c.,  of  all  his  Territories  in  America,  on  the  one  part ;  and 
Johannes  Yekyeelen,  of  Kew  Harlem,  on  the  Island  Manhatons, 
Ferryman,  on  the  other  part,  for  and  concerning  the  settling  of  a  Ferry 
at  the  place  commonly  called  Spuyten  Duyvel,  between  this  Island  Man- 
hatans  and  the  new  village  called  Fordham,  as  followoth,  viz.,  that  is 
to  say. 

Imprimis,  It  is  agreed,  concluded  upon,  and  mutually  consented  unto, 
by  and  between  the  parties  to  these  presents,  That  the  said  Johannes 
Yerveelen  as  Ferryman  shall  erect  and  provide  a  good  and  sufficient 
dwelling-house  upon  the  Island  or  Neck  of  Land  known  by  the  name  of 
Papparinamin,  where  he  shall  be  furnished  with  three  or  four  good  beds 
for  the  entertainment  of  strangers,  as  also  with  provisions  at  all  seasons, 
for  them,  their  horses  and  cattle,  togetlier  with  stabling  and  stalling. 

That  the  Ferryman  have  a  sufficient  and  able  boat  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  passengers,  horses  and  cattle,  upon  all  occasions. 

That  the  said  Ferryman  cause  the  Pass  upon  the  said  Island  near  unto 
Spuyten  Buyvel,  to  be  aufficiently  fenced  in^  with  a  gate  to  be  kept 
locked,  that  no  person  may  pass  in  or  out  without  his  permission. 

That  the  Ferryman  do  bear  one  third  part  of  the  charge  of  making 
the  bridge  over  the  meadow  ground  to  the  Town  of  Fordham,  who  are 
to  be  at  the  remainder  of  the  charge  themselves. 

That  the  said  Fenyman  do  give  his  due  attendance  at  the  said  Ferry, 
either  himself  in  person,  or  by  one  sufficiently  deputed  by  him,  so  that 
nobody  be  interrupted  in  their  passage  to  and  fro,  about  their  occasions, 
at  seasonable  hours.  Except  m  case  of  emergency,  where  the  public 
affairs  are  concerned,  when  the  said  Fcrr3rman  is  to  be  ready  at  all  sea- 
sons that  he  shall  be  called  upon. 

And  in  case  of  neglect  of  the  Ferryman^s  duty,  upon  complaint  of  the 
party  wronged  to  the  Court  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  this  City,  the 
said  Ferryman  shall  incur  such  a  Penalty  as  the  Court  shall  adjudge, 
according  to  the  merits  of  the  case. 

In  consideration  of  what  is  herein  required  to  be  done  and  performed 
by  the  said  Johannes  Yerveelen  as  Ferryman,  he  the  said  Johannes  Ver- 
veelen  shall,  for  the  well  execution  of  his  office,  have  and  receive  as  fol- 
loweth,  viz.: 

That  the  whole  Island  or  Neck  of  Land  called  Papparinamin, 
whether  encompassed  with  water  or  meadow  ground,  shall  be  allotted 
to  the  said  Ferryman,  together  with  the  piece  of  meadow  ground  ad- 
joining to  it,  lately  laid  out  by  Jacques  Cortilyou,  Surveyor,  towards  the 
accommodation  of  strangers,  and  the  defraying  of  his  charges. 

That  the  said  Island  or  Neck  of  Land  and  meadow  ground,  together 
with  the  housing,  or  whatever  else  he  shall  erector  build  thereupon, 
together  with  the  Ferry,  and  the  benefits,  privileges  and  profits  there- 
unto belonging,  shall  be  and  remain  to  the  proper  use  and  behoof  of  the 
said  Johannes  Yerveelen  and  his  assigns,  for  and  during  the  term  and 
space  of  eleven  years,  to  commence  from  and  after  the  1st  day  of  No- 
vember, 1669. 

That  for  the  first  year,  he  the  said  Johannes  Yerveelen  be  Constable 
of  the  new  Town  of  Fordham*  which  said  Town  or  Yillage  is  to  have 
its  dependence  upon  the  Mayor's  Court  of  this  City,  in  like  manner  as 
the  Town  of  New  Harlem  hath  ;  They  having  liberty  to  try  all  small 
causes  under  five  pounds  amongst  themselves,  as  is  allowed  in  other  Town 
Courts. 
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That  after  the  expiration  of  the  said  term  and  time  of  eleven  years, 
he  the  said  Johannes  Verveelen,  if  he  so  long  shall  live,  and  desire  the 
same,  shall  have  the  first  proffer  to  continue  Ferryman  ;  or  in  case  of  his 
decease,  his  nearest  relation  or  assign  shall  have  preference  before 
another,  in  being  admitted  to  take  the  said  Ferry  to  farm.  But  if  it 
shall  happen  that  another  person  shall  be  invested  in  the  employment, 
the  person  so  invested  shall  pay  unto  him  the  said  Johannes  Verveelen 
or  ms  assigns,  and  make  such  satisfaction  for  his  buildings,  boats  and 
other  accommodations  remaining  thereupon,  as  shall  be  adjudged  by  two 
indifferent  persons  to  be  chosen  between  both  parties. 

That  at  the  expiration  oi  the  term  of  eleven  Jears,  the  said  Johannes 
Verveelen  or  his  assi^ee  who  shall  exercise  the  employment  of  Ferry- 
man, shall  be  obligea  to  have  the  house  tenantable,  with  a  sufficient 
boat,  and  the  fences  and  gates  kept  in  repair,  as  they  ought  to  be  con- 
tinued all  the  time,  so  that  no  discouragement  be  given  to  passengers, 
nor  the  Ferry  through  any  neglect  be  discontinued. 

That  the  Ferryman  shall  take  and  receive  of  all  passengers,  whether 
alone  or  whether  on  horseback,  drift  of  horses  or  cattle,  for  lodging, 
diet,  feeding,  passage,  or  ferrying,  according  to  the  rates  in  a  Table  to 
that  end  directed  and  set  forth.'*' 

Provided  always  that  all  i)ersons  emnloyed  by  special  warrant  from 
the  Governor,  or  any  Magistrate  upon  the  public  account,  shall  be  ex- 
empted from  paying  either  ferriage  or  passage  for  themselves  or  horses, 
as  also  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  at  anv  time  be  summoned  to 
appear  in  Arms,  upon  any  emergent  or  extraordinary  occasion,  who  are 
likewise  to  be  free. 

Moreover  if  the  Governor  shall  at  any  time  within  the  term  aforesaid 
think  it  convenient  that  a  Fair  shall  be  kept  either  in  the  City  or  any 
other  part  of  the  Island,  It  is  also  agreed  upon,  that  all  droves  of  cattle 
and  horses  fiassing  over  the  said  Ferry  shall  be  free  from  payment,  either 
in  going  thither  or  returning  back,  which  privilege  shall  continue  dur-^ 
ing  the  time  of  keeping  the  Fair,  as  also  a  day  before  and  a  day  after 
its  expiration. 

And  lastly,  the  said  Johannes  Verveelen,  or  whosoever  on  his  behalf 
shall  keep  the  Ferry  aforesaid,  shall  pay  yearly  and  every  year  as  a  Quit 
Rent  to  His  Royal  Highness,  the  sum  of  Ten  Shillings. 

In  Testimony  hereof  the  Parties  to  these  present  Articles  Indented 
have  interchangeably  put  to  their  hands  and  Seals  the  day  and  year  first 
above  written.  Francis  Lovelace. 

Johannes  Verveelen. 


'Y^  Ferryman  his  Rates. 

For  Lodging  any  person,  8  Pence  per  night,  in  case  they  have  a  bed  with 

sheets,  and  without  sheets,  2  Pence  in  silver. 
For  transportation  of  any  person,  I  Penny  silver. 
For  transportation  of  a  man  and  horse,  7  Pence  in  silver. 
For  a  single  horse,  6  Pence. 
For  a  tutn  with  his  boat,  for  2  horses,  10  Pence,  and  for  any  more,  4  Pence 

apiece  ;  and  if  they  be  driven  over,  half  as  much. 
For  single  cattle,  as  much  as  a  horse. 
For  a  ooat  locuiing  of  cattle,  as  he  hath  for  horses. 

For  droves  of  cattle  to  be  driven  over,  and  opening  ye  gates,  2  Pence  p.  piece. 
For  feeding^  of  cattle,  3  Pence  in  silver. 
For  feeding  a  horse  one  day  or  night  with  hay  or  grasse,  6  Pence. 
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Verveelen  was  soon  settled  at  Papparinamin,  where  as  ferry- 
master  he  kept  the  key  of  Manhattan  Island.  Being  constable 
of  Fordham,  here  he  held  court  after  William  Betts,  sen.,  and 
Kier  Woltero  had  been  appointed  by  the  governor,  Dec.  24th, 
1669,  as  "  Overseers  and  Assistants."  The  next  year  he  super- 
intended the  "  making  a  bridge  over  the  marsh  between  Pap- 
parinamin and  Fordham. ''  He  was  the  ferryman  here  for  many 
years,  under  renewals  of  his  lease  and  by  the  favor  of  successive 
governors  ;  but  he  and  Archer  were  ever  at  swords'  points  on 
the  subject  of  Papparinamin,  the  latter  claiming  it  to  the  day  of 
his  death  as  successor  to  Vander  Donck,  and  "  by  virtue  of  his 
purchase  and  patent. ' ' 

Other  events  of  1669  remain  to  be  noticed.*  The  mill-dam, 
*'  lately  impaired  by  a  breach  of  water,''  needed  prompt  atten- 
tion, but  as  Capt.  Delavall  was  then  abroad.  Gov.  Lovelace  was 
informed  of  the  accident,  June  8th,  and  ordered  John  Askew 
and  Peter  van  Nest,  of  Flatlands,  to  go  to  Harlem,  forthwith, 
with  their  workmen,  and  "  use  the  best  skill  and  endeavor  in  re- 
pairing the  dam,''  and  "  what  else  is  requisite  about  the  mill." 
Capt.  Delavall  returned  toward  the  close  of  the  year,  to  his  es- 
tates and  his  honors,  and  in  full  favor  with  the  Duke  of  York  ; 
having  been  acquitted  of  certain  charges  on  account  of  which 
he  had  gone  to  England. 

*  Jan  Laurens  Duvts.  who  left  the  town  this  year,  was  the  son  of  Lau- 
rens Duyts,  nicknamed  great  shoCy  a  Dane,  b.  in  Holstein,  in  i6io.  See  pp. 
151,  202.  The  father  was  banished  by  Stuyvesant — an  easy  thing  for  him  to 
do,  and  seldom  wisely  done,  but  Duyts'  case  would  seem  to  have  been  an 
exception.  He  d.  at  Bergen,  Jan.  14,  1668,  leaving  two  sons,  Jan  and 
Hans.  Kuyter  stood  as  godfather  for  both  at  their  baptism.  Hans  was  b. 
in  1644,  and  lived  at  H.  in  1667.  His  dr.  Catharine  b.  1674,  m.  1688,  Joost 
Paulding,  from  Cassant,  Holland,  who  went  to  Westchester,  and  was  the 
anc.  of  John  Paulding,  one  of  Andr6*s  captors  ;  also  of  Gen.  William  Pauld- 
ing, formerly  Mayor  of  N.  Y. 

Jan  Duyts  bore  a  good  name  at  H.,  and  did  not  deserve  the  taunt  uttered 
one  day  by  Jeanne  de  Ruine,  in  presence  of  Monis  Peterson.  You  scfulm^ 
loop  by  you  vaar  Deen,  **  You  villain,  run  to  your  father  Dane."  Monis 
testified  that  Jan  said  nothing  to  provoke  it.  He  was  -then  twenty  years  old, 
and  the  same  year,  Nov.  22,  1662,  bought  of  Lubbert  Gerritsen  the  house 
and  bouwery  formerly  of  Malthys  Boon,  engaging  to  pay  for  it  300  gl.  He 
sold  out  the  next  year,  and  Resolved  Waldron  soon  after  got  this  prop- 
erty. In  1667  Duyts  was  working  for  Gerritsen  aforesaid,  and  m.  that 
year  ;  but  on  Jan.  8, 1669,  he  leased  a  farm  at  Dutch  Kills  from  John  Parcell, 
and  lived  there,  when  he  m.  a  second  time  in  1673.  His  w.  were  Jannetie 
Jeuriaens,  from  Bois  le  Due,  and  Neeltie  Adriaens,  from  Breda  ;  the  last 
m.  1679  Hendrick  van  Dyck,  of  New  Utrecht.  Duyts  left  some  property  to 
his  two  chn.  Laurens  and  Annette, 
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Tourneur's  negro  now  absconded  ;  inevitable  contingency  of 
a  state  of  bondage — African  slavery  even  then  existing  in  all 
the  colonies.  So  to  Westchester  went  the  following  warrant, 
directing  the  constable  to  pursue  the  runaway  with  "  hue  and 
cry." 

Whereas  there  is  lately  a  Kegro  Servant  run  away  from  bis  Master^s 
service,  and  supposed  to  be  gone  your  way  toward  New  England,  These 
are  to  require  all  persons  within  this  government  and  to  desire  all 
others,  if  the  said  Ne^o  can  be  found  within  your  liberties  or  pre- 
cincts, that  you  forthwith  seize  upon  and  secure  him,  and  cause  him  to 
be  safely  conveyed  to  this  place,  or  to  his  Master,  Daniel  Tourneur,  at 
Harlem^  upon  this  Island.  The  Negro  is  big  and  tall,  about  25  or  26 
years  old,  and  went  away  from  his  Master  four  or  five  days  since. 
Given  imder  my  hand  at  Fort  James,  in  New  York,  this  28th  day  of 
June,  1669. 

Francis  Lovelace. 

The  Indians  still  laid  claim  to  portions  of  the  Harlem  lands — 
perhaps  reserved  rights^-one  of  the  tracts  being  their  old  and  fa- 
vorite haunt,  Rechewanis,  or  Montagne's  Point.  The  chief 
claimant  was  Rechewack,  the  old  sachem  and  proprietor  of  Wick- 
quaskeek,  who,  as  far  back  as  1639,  had  been  a  party  to  the  sale 
of  Banachqaa  and  Kaxkeek.  Though  he  and  his  tribe  had 
lately  been  *'  beaten  off  by  the  Maquas,''  or  Mohawks,  who  were 
at  war  with  them,  and  forced  to  retreat  over  the  Hudson  to  the 
deep  cloves  and  forests  of  Tappan,  their  enemies,  as  they  affirmed, 
made  war  only  on  their  persons  and  goods,  but  not  on  their 
lands,  so  that  their  title  still  held.  Montague  proceeded  to 
satisfy  the  old  Wickquaskeek  and  his  chiefs,  and  thereby  to  se- 
cure the  Indian  title — in  those  times  a  desideratum.  Obtaining 
a  release  of  the  Point,  he  has  left  us  the  following  record  of  it : 

Ay  20  Augusty  oude  steyl  hebben  de  onderges  :  Willden  myn  Jan  La 
Montague  verkocht  de  punt  genaampt  Rechewanis,  bepaalt  tussen  twee 
killen  en  bergen,  en  achter  een  fonteyn  die  aen  Montangen  Vlachte 
acheyt ;  met  de  Valeycn  van  de  bochte  van't  Hellegat  tot  Eonaande 
Eongh. 

Rechkewackan 

Achwaaroewes 

Sacharoch 

Pasachkeeginc         j-  Tappan. 
j  Niepenohau 

Eouhamweu  | 

\  Eottareu  J 


Yerkoopersvan  de  Punt. 
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On  this  date,  20th  August,  old  style,  the  underwritten  Indians  have 
sold  to  me,  Jan  La  Montague,  the  Point  named  Rechewanis,  bounded  be- 
tween two  creeks,  and  hills,  and  behind,  a  stream*  which  runs  to  Mon- 
tague's Flat ;  with  the  meadows  from  the  bend  of  the  Uellegat  to  Ko- 
uaande  Kongh. 

tSoint  {  names  as  above.    JTappan. 

Upon  the  heel  of  this  came  another  claim.  On  April  9tb> 
1670,  when  certain  chiefs  met  Gov.  Lovelace  to  make  sale  of 
Staten  Island,  '^  some  of  the  Indians  present  laid  claim  to  the 
land  by  Harlem. ' '  But  this  was  answered  by  producing  the  Indian 
deed  of  1626,  for  the  whole  island,  and  they  were  told, "  the 
record  shows  it  was  bought  and  paid  for  forty-four  years  aga" 
But  in  no  wise  satisfied,  the  sachems  still  held  to  their  preten- 
sions, which  later  were  more  successful.  The  deed  to  Montagne 
is  especially  interesting,  as  tending  to  show  the  identity  of  the 
Wickquaskeeks  with  the  Manhattans,  so  called,  a  name  mean* 
ing  simply  the  Islanders. 

A  notable  transaction  was  Nicholas  de  Meyer's  sale,  Septem- 
ber 25th,  1669,  of  the  two  farms  embraced  in  his  patent,  to  the 
brothers  Comelis  and  Lanrens  Jansen  ;  the  first  of  whom  was 
the  ancestor  of  the  Kortright  family,  or  that  branch  afterwards 
known  for  its  large  landed  possessions,  of  which  this  purchase 
formed  the  nucleus,  f    The  town  now  proceeded  to  inclose  a  por- 

♦  The.  Dutch  word  fonteyn^  though  usually  rendered  spring,  here  means  as 
well  the  brook  issuing  from  a  spring,  I  believe  that  spoken  of  on  page  201. 
This  brook  or  run  became  a  recognized  boundary,  and  is  several  times  re- 
ferred to  in  connection  with  this  and  the  adjoining  property,  and  always,  in 
the  original,  called  the  fonieyn. 

\  Jan  Bastiaensen,  the  fa.  of  Comelis  and  Laurens  Jansen,  came  to  this 
country,  as  we  have  seen,  in  1663,  from  the  co.  of  Leerdam,  or  the  Prince's 
Land,  in  South  Holland  ;  accompanied  by  his  br.  Michael  Bastiaensen, 
who  afterwards  lived  in  H.,  and  whose  family  will  be  noticed  elsewhere. 
Tan  may  have  been  the  **  Kortryck'*  who  owned  a  bouwery  on  Staten 
Island,  in  1674,  N.  Y.  Col.  Mss.,  xxiii.  403.  •  He  seems  to  have  spent  part 
of  his  time  at  H.,  but  is  last  mentioned  here  Jan.  8,  1677,  when  he  is  witness 
to  a  power  of  attorney,  given  by  his  old  Schoonrewocrd  friend,  with  whom 
he  came  out,  Jan  Louwe  Bogert,  to  Hendrick  Jansen  Baker,  to  collect  money 
due  Bogert  on  Brooklyn  property  sold  to  Tnos.  Lamberts,  etc.  His  chn. 
were  Cornelis,  b.  1645,  and  noticed  on  a  future  page  :  Hendrick,  b.  1648 ; 
Laurens,  b.  165 1,  also  noticed  hereafter  ;  and  Belitie,  b.  1659,  who  was,  as 
were  the  others,  **  uit  Holland,"  and  who  m.  in  1678  Jacob  Jansen  Decker, 
of  Esopus»  whither  her  br.  Hendrick  had  gone  to  live. 
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tioa  of  the  commons  lying  about  **  the  hills''  (Mount  Morris,  etc.) 
as  a  calf  pasture,  probably  on  being  interdicted  the  further  use 
of  Little  Barent's  Island  for  that  purpose  by  Capt.  Delavall, 
whose  proposition  respecting  the  Island  they  had  declined. 
The  following  regulations  were  passed  Nov.  25th,  1669  : 

Ordinance  made  conceming  the  Common  Ccilf  Pasture  lying  north  of 
the  village. 

It  is  first  ordered  that  no  one  of  the  inhabitants  shall  be  allowed  to 
pasture  therein  any  beasts  except  calves,  upon  the  forfeit  of  three  guilds 
en  for  each  beast,  and  for  a  flock  of  sheep  three  guilders.  Moreover, 
every  one  leaving  the  gate  open  shall  forfeit  three  guilders;  also  for  every 
beast  found  in  said  pasture  shall  three  guilders  be  forfeited  ;  provided 
that  the  owner  of  the  beast  or  beasts  may  seek  his  remedy  upon  those 
who  shall  have  opened,  or  left  open,  the  gate  or  fence.  It  is  also  or- 
dered that  each  one  shall  duly  make  his  part  of  the  bridges  in  both 
meadows  within  the  common  calf  pasture  between  this  and  the  last  of 
March  next  ensuing,  upon  penalty  of  Jive  and  twenty  guilders, 

Hendrick  Jansen  van  Beest,  as  he  at  first  styled  himself,  but  later  in  life,  from 
his  fa. 's  birthplace,  called  Hendrick  Jansen  van  Kortright,  bought  land  near 
Stuyvesant's  Bouwery,  Feb.  12,  1669,  but  did  not  long  hold  it.  He  and  his 
br.  Laurens,  going  to  Esopus,  both  m.  there  ;  Hendrick,  on  Dec.  14,  1672, 
to  Catharine  Hansen,  "  bom  in  New  York,"  and  Laurens  on  or  ab.  the  same 
date,  to  Mary,  dr.  of  Albert  Hey  mans  Roosa.  Probably  Hendrick's  w.  was 
the  dr.  of  Hans  Weber,  "  master  at  arms,''  who  d.  in  1649,  and  whose  wid. 
m.  Matthys  Capito,  removed  to  Esopus,  and  was  killed  by  the  Indians  in 
1663.  Hendrick's  first  ch.  being  "  born  at  Harlem."  in  1674,  we  presume 
he  was  then  living  here  ;  but  as  before  said  he  sealed  in  Ulster  co.,  buying 
land  at  Mombackus.  town  of  Rochester,  where  he  raised  a  large  family .  who 
bore  the  name  of  Kortright,  or  Cortright,  and  whose  desc.  have  become 
numerous  and  widely  scattered.  Hendrick  lost  his  w.  in  1740.  and  he  d.  in 
1741,  a  93.  His  chn.  so  far  as  shown,  were  yo^«,  b.  1674,  who  m.  Maria, 
dr.  of  Wm.  van  Vredenburgh,  of  N.  Y.  ;  Hendrick^  b.  1677,  who  m.  1700 
Mary  Dc  Witt,  and  in  1704,  Catharine  Crom,  wid.  of  Arie  van  Etten  ;  Cor^ 
ntlius^  b.  1680,  who  m.  1701,  Christina  Rosecrans  ;  Geertie,  b.  1682  ;  Arie^ 
b.  1684 :  Antie,  b.  1686,  m.  Jacob  Decker  ;  Lawrence,  b.  1688,  who  m.  1715 
Sarah  Ten  Eyck  ;  Jacob,  b.  1692  ;  Peter,  b.  1696,  m.  171 7  Marritie  van 
Garden ;  and  Catharine,  b.  1699.  John,  Cornelius,  Lawrence,  and  Peter 
Kortright  subscribe,  1717,  for  the  minister  at  Rochester,  and  were  leading  men 
there.  Peter  d.  in  1744.  Cornelius  removed  to  Marbletown.  John  and 
Marja  had  issue,  Hendrick,  William,  Adrian,  etc.,  two  at  least  of  these  stray- 
ing  down  into  Orangfe  co.,  where  William  had  a  family,  and  in  1740  was 
justice  of  the  peace.  His  br.  Hendrick,  b.  1704,  m.  1730  Grietie  Van  Bun- 
sdboten,  left  Rochester  and  settled  in  Minisink.  Being  very  sick,  he  made  his 
will  Dec.  3,  1753.  providing  for  his  wid.,  but  naming  no  ch.,  and  giving  his 
homestead  and  Great  and  Little  Minisink  Islands  to  his  "  cousin*'  (nephew), 
Hendrick  W.  Cortright,  son  of  William,  dec.  His  will  was  proved  June  26, 
17^.  This  Hendrick,  'tis  said,  has  many  desc.  within  the  old  town  of  Mini- 
sink.  Friendly  intercourse  was  kept  up  for  many  years  between  the  Kort- 
rights  of  H.  and  those  of  Ulster  Co. 
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Jaqnes  Cresson^  who  in  a  ten-years*  residence  had  proved  him- 
self a  worthy  inhabitant,  made  his  will  before  the  secretary, 
Oct.  Ist,  preceding,  his  wife  joining  with  him,  and  Tonrneur 
and  Waldron  being  witnesses.  The  survivor  was  to  use  the 
property,  and  "  bring  up  the  children  reputably,  and  in  the  fear 
of  the  Lord."  Soon  after  this,*  Cresson  was  made  constable, 
but  subsequently  resolving  to  remove  in  the  spring  to  New  York, 
where  his  brothers-in-law,  Nicholas  de  la  Plaine  and  Nicholas 
du  Puis  (Depew)  were  living,  he  sold  his  house,  bouwery,  eta, 
Dec.  4th,  1669,  to  Meynard  Joumee,  of  Bedford,  Brooklyn,  for 
1600  gl.,  sewant.  Du  Puis,  whose  wife  was  Mrs.  Cresson's  sis- 
ter, was  present,  with  David  Demarest. 

The  day  following  Montague  was  sent  for  to  the  house  and 
sick-bed  of  Jean  le  Roy,  who  wished  to  make  his  will ;  Oblinus, 
Isaac  Vermilye,  and  Constable  Roelofsen  being  desired  to  wit- 
ness it.  He  had  been  bereft  of  his  wife,  Louise  de  Lancaster, 
and  his  only  child,  Stephen,  baptized  at  Brooklyn,  on  April  3d, 
1661.  Bestowing  50  gl.  upon  the  poor,  he  named  Daniel  Tour- 
neur,  senior,  as  his  sole  heir  and  iestamenteur.  But  Le  Soy 
recovered,  to  marry  again,  and  to  see  his  kinsman  Toarneur 
buried.  Jean  was  probably  related  to  Marc  le  Boy,  who  stood 
as  godfather  for  young  Daniel  Toumeur,  at  his  baptism  at 
Leyden.* 

*  PiETKR  Roelofsen  was  from  Utrecht,  as  was  his  first  w.,  Willemtie 
Tans,  m.  in  this  country  in  1653.  He,  with  others,  started  the  town  of  New 
Utrecht  in  1657,  put  up  a  house,  etc.,  but  after  three  years  sold  out,  and 
moved  to  Flatlands.  In  1664  hem.  a  second  w.,  Elizabeth,  dr.  of  Jan  Pater, 
she  having  been  b.  in  Brazil.  Pieter  served  two  terms  as  constable  at  H.; 
tilled  one  of  Archer's  farms,  and,  in  1671,  some  of  Delavall's  land.  In  1672 
he  went  to  Mespat  Kills,  and  there  bought  a  farm.  He  and  wife  sustained 
a  good  name  here,  as  certified  by  the  magistrates  after  his  d.,  which  happened 
in  1679.  They  made  their  will  in  N.  Y.,  Mar.  20,  1678,  Jochem  Beeckman 
and  Dirck  Jansen,  burghers,  being  present.  A  funny  incident  is  related  of 
the  wid.  and  Dr.  John  Greenleaf,  of  Newtown.  The  latter,  by  way  of  a  joke, 
offered  to  waive  his  bill  for  services,  for  a  Aiss  *  The  wid.  took  him  up,  the 
kiss  was  duly  given,  and  they  shook  hands  over  it.  Afterwards,  the  doctor 
was  so  ungallant  as  to  sue  for  payment  But  the  magistrates  holding  the 
settlement  binding,  found  for  the  amiable  defendant.  She  subsequendy  m. 
Peter  Buckhout.  See  p.  227.  Roelofsen  had  issue  by  his  first  w.,  Roelof 
and  Maria,  and  by  his  second,  Johannes,  Jacobus,  Hendrickje,  Abraham 
and  Susannah.     The  sons  retained  the  patronymic  Peterson, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


CHAPTER  XVII. 


1670-1672. 

VILLAGE  LIFE;  HAELBM  TWO  CENTUEIES  AGO. 

BUSY  yeomen,  drawn  into  such  intimacy  at  home  and  in 
the  field — from  the  very  proximity  of  their  dwellings  and 
narrow  bouwlots,  and  their  modes  of  tillage  in  common— theirs 
was  more  than  a  monotonous  round  of  dull  rural  life.*  Hence 
the  variety  of  transactions  and  incidents  which  crowd  the  years 
next  ensuing,  none  remarkably  signal  or  startling,  but  affording 
nevertheless  a  curious  study  touching  the  ways  and  customs  pre- 
vailing among  them.  A  new  generation  has  grown  up,  taxing 
the  energies  of  provident  sires  to  give  them  land,  homes,  and 
outfits.  The  seniors  admonished  by  advancing  years  that  they 
must  pass  away,  full  oft  the  parish  clerk  is  called  in  to  draw  up 
a  last  will  and  testament  Yet  following  the  pioneer  work  of 
organization,  these  are  years  of  maturing  and  progress.  Multi- 
plying interests  naturaUy  bring  new  duties  and  burdens  to  both 
town  officers  and  the  community,  and  to  which  they  seldom 
prove  unequal.  It  was  to  engross  much  of  their  united  effort, 
wisdom,  and  vigilance  to  support  the  institutions  and  maintain 

*  Plan  of  the  Village  in  1670,  on  page  292.     Explanations  : 

Plots  atov  embrace  the  original  erven  or  house  lots,  to  which  5  erven, 
(«',  x,y,  aa,  bb,)  and  3  half  enren,  (jr,  cc,  dd^)  had  since  been  added.  For 
«ome  cause  v  was  also  rated  as  a  half  erf.  On  it  stands  the  only  remaining 
house  of  the  old  dorp  or  village  proper,  being  that  occupied  by  Mr.  Cowper- 
thwait.    The  old  Ferry  House,  pulled  down  in  1867,  stood  on  plot  x, 

A.  Site  of  Reformed  Church  and  Harlem  Library. 

B.  **      Chesterman  House. 

C.  '*     Congregational  Church. 

D.  **     Jpdge  Ingraham  House. 

£•        "      Derick  Benson* s  House,  removed  before  1766. 
F.        **     Lewis  Morris  Coach  House,  built  ab.  1724. 
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the  wholesome  regulations  they  had  introduced^  as  well  as  to 
guard  and  utilize  the  long  stretch  of  territory  comprehended  in 
tlieir  patent.  It  greatly  enhanced  these  responsibilities  when 
Fordham  was  added  to  their  jurisdiction. 

The  stock,  allowed  to  run  at  large  in  the  woodlands,  was  very 
liable,  especially  if  unmarked,  to  be  embezzled  by  persons  not 
over-scrupulous.  The  case  of  George  Tippett,  near  Spuyten 
Duyvel,  had  recently  been  reported  to  the  Governor-  By  his 
Excellency's  order  of  Feb.  10th,  1670,  the  Constable  and  Over- 
seers of  Harlem  met  with  the  court  at  Fordham,  on  the  last 
day  of  that  month,  to  inquire  whether  certain  unmarked  hogs 
which  Tippett  had  slaughtered,  belonged  to  him ;  the  same  being 
"  claimed  by  John  Archer,  on  the  behalf  of  His  Royal  High- 
ness," under  the  Governor's  warrant.  Tippett  had  once  been 
reproved  by  the  Governor  for  **  the  unlawful  mark  he  hath,  of 
catting  the  ears  of  cattle  so  close  that  any  other  marks  may  be 
cat  off  by  it ;"  but  the  evidence  now  given  at  Fordham  by  Eliza- 
beth Heddy,  Benjamin  Palmer,  and  Jan  Hendricks,  established 
the  weighty  fact  that  Tippett  had  owned  a  litter  of  pigs,  "  the 
which  were  gray,  red,  spotted  and  white. "  Archer  protested,  and, 
coming  to  Harlem  March  3d,  took  the  testimony  of  the  magis- 
trates and  Daniel  Tourneur,  as  to  what  Tippett  and  hi^  witnesses 
had  admitted  and  said.  Nothing  seems  to  have  oome  of  it ;  but, 
two  days  after,  the  Mayor's  Court  issued  new  instructions,  *'  that 
no  horses  or  cattle  be  fed  in  the  commons  of  this  Island  but  those 
that  are  branded  with  the  Town's  mark."  They  ordered  a  rec- 
ord to  be  kept  of  the  color  and  marks  of  the  creatures,  and  of 
the  owners'  names  ;  and  that  two  days  in  the  week  should  be 
designated  for  branding,  etc.  The  fees  were  to  be  3  gl.  sewaut 
for  a  horse,  and  2  gl.  for  an  ox,  steer,  or  heifer.  Resolved  Wal- 
dron  and  Daniel  Tourneur  were  appointed  branders  **  for  the 
town  of  New  Harlem  and  adjacent  farms,"  to  Act  from  May  1st 
ensuing,  when  the  above  rules  were  to  go  into  effect. 

The  removal  of  Kier  Welters  to  Fordham  early  in  the  winter 
caused  a  vacancy  in  the  board  of  overseers,  to  fill  which  Joost 
van  Oblinus  was  appointed  on  January  25th.  Wolters  was 
present  with  Archer  at  Harlem  March  3d,  aiding  him  in  the 
Tippett  affair ;   but  he  died  shortly  after,  having  been  much 
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respected  for  character  and  abilities,  notwithstanding  Tippett 
had  said  "he  acknowledged  him  for  no  magistrate/'*  Jan 
Oerritsen  de  Yries  obtained  from  the  overseers  on  March  2d  a 
formal  grant  of  the  house  lot  set  ofif  to  him  some  years  before 
at  the  sonth  side  of  the  Tillage,  on  condition  of  his  ^'  paying 
as  other  such  small  house  lots  (erfjes),  and  also  the  same  senri- 
tudes."  He  is  charged  for  it  in  the  town  book,  under  1667, 
25  gl.  De  Vries  had  sold  this  lot,  with  its  house  and  improve- 
ments, to  Resolved  Waldron,  to  whom  he  conveyed  it  the  neit 
day,  March  3d.     Here  Waldron  took  up  his  residence. 

Glaude  Delamater  and  Hester  du  Bois  his  wife  joined  in  mak- 
ing their  will,  April  15th,  though  he  survived  a  dozen  years^ 
and  she  forty.     It  shows  the  then  form  of  such  instruments. 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  1670,  the  15th 
April,  appeared  before  me  Jan  La  Montagne,  Junior,  admitted  Secre- 
tary of  this  Town  by  the  Honorable  Mayor's  Court,  residing  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  New  Haerlem,  Olaude  le  Maistre  and  Hester  du  Bou, 
husband  and  wife,  of  sound  memory  and  understanding  as  externally 
appears  ;  and  of  mind  to  make  a  disposition  of  their  temporal  estate. 
Pirst,  on  resting  in  the  Lord,  they  commit  their  souls  into  the  hands  of 
the  Most  High  God,  and  their  bodies  to  decent  burial,  and  fifty  guilders 
in  sewant  to  the  poor  in  this  place.  Secondly,  they  annul  all  testa- 
ments and  codicils  that  before  this  were  made,  and  declare  this  mutual 
testament  to  be  their  final  will.  One  of  them  having  deceased,  the  sur- 
vivor is  to*  continue  in  full  possession  till  again  married,  when  the  mar- 
rying party  shall  place  into  the  hands  of  two  ^ardians  thereto  ap- 
pointea  by  the  Court,  a  full  account  of  all ;  remainmg  in  possession  undl 

*  KiER  WoLTERS,  the  anc.  of  the  Kiersen  and  Kurs  family,  arrived  here 
in  1657,  as  before  noticed,  from  the  Dutch  county  of  Drenihe  ;  coming  vi& 
Amsterdam,  to  New  Amstel,  on  the  Delaware,  where  he  was  reputed  to  be 
one  of  their  ablest  and  best  farmers.  Two  years  later,  flattering  offers  being 
made  him,  he  came  to  New  Amsterdam,  and  had  the  charge  of  Gov.  Stuy- 
vesant's  bouwery.  He  took  De  Meyer's  farm  at  H..  in  the  fall  of  1667  I  ' 
believe,  at  500  gl.  rent  per  annum,  and  half  the  increase  of  the  stock  ;  and 
worked  it  two  seasons.  Losing  his  w.  Jannetiejans,  he  m.  early  in  1668 
Lysbet.  dr.  of  David  Ackerman,  removing  the  next  year  to  Fordham,  and 
there  d.  in  1670.  as  above  stated.  While  at  H.  he  was  twice  chosen  an 
overseer.  His  chn.,  so  far  as  known,  were  Walter,  Hendrick,  Jan,  and 
Grietie,  all  b.  in  Drenthe ;  Jannetie,  b.  in  N.  Y. ;  and  Tjerck,  of  whom  we 
only  know  that  he  joined  the  chh.  at  N.  Y.  in  1674.  Jannetie  m.  in  1672 
Claes  Tansen  van  Heyningcn,  and  Grietie  m.  in  1680  Willem  Pcersen,  of  N. 
Y.  Hendrick  Kiersen  was  b.  in  1648  at  Giest,  in  Drenthe,  and  in  1673  m. 
Metje  Michiels,  dr.  of  Michiel  Bastiaensen.  He  finally  settled  in  Fordbam  ; 
his  chn.  being  ATiVr.  b.  1674  ;  Michiel,  b.  1676  ;  Jannetie,  b.  1680 ;  Sarahs  b. 
1682 ;  Peter,  b.  1684  (see  p.  548) ;  Maria,  b.  1087  ;  Rachel,  b.  1693  ;  Hen- 
drick, b.  1696.  Desc.  have  been  called  Kiers^  and,  we  believe.  Keese.  Jan 
Kiersen,  who  remained  at  Harlem,  will  be  named  in  treating  of  tlie  Patentees. 
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the  children  arrive  at  age,  or  are  married  with  the  consent  of  father  or 
mother  :  on  condition  of  placing  in  the  hands  of  the  ^ardians  a  mort- 
gage npon  the  real  estate,  mo  the  same  be  not  alienated.  Excluding  or 
renonncin^  herewith  all  Orphan  Courts,  or  laws  which  may  conflict  with 
these  provisions.  In  presence  of  David  des  Marest,  Joost  vun  Oblinus  and 
Marcus  dii  Sauchoy,  as  witnesses  hereto  requested,  and  who  beside  the 
testators,  have  subscribed  these  presents.     Dated  as  above. 

Glaude  le  Maistrb. 
David  des  Hareitj  D.  B. 

/.  9an  Obimua,  This  u  the  mark  of 

Mare  du  Sauchoy  Hester  du  Bois. 

With  my  knowledge, 

J.  Lamontagne,  Junior,  Sec'y, 

Besolved  Waldron  and  Johannes  Yerveelen,  on  the  same  date 
as  above,  made  a  partition  of  their  meadows  at  Sherman's  Creek 
and  Spayten  Duyvel,  which  they  had  gotten  with  the  lots  bought 
of  Jan  Duyts  and  Juriaen  Hanel. 

Jaques  Cresson,  the  constable,  in  view  of  removing  to  New 
York  after  the  first  of  May,  appeared  in  court  April  Slst,  and 
gave  an  account  of  the  fines  due  from  several  parties  for  de- 
fective fences.  Those  of  Wouter  Gerritsen,  lessee  of  DelavalPs 
land,  amounted  to  43  gl.  10  st.  Much  vexed  at  this  heavy  loss, 
Wouter's  wife  had  scolded  the  magistrates,  and  called  Waldron 
an  uytsuyper,  a  drunkard.  Arraigned  for  it  by  Waldron  and 
Tourneur  at  the  same  court,  the  afP.icted  Mary  still  persisted 
that  the  magistrates  were  killing  her,  but  owned  she  was  hasty 
in  abusing  them,  f^he  was  fined  for  her  rashness  6  gl.  for  the 
poor,  and  costs  of  suit 

The  month  of  May  brought  a  demand  from  Capt.  Matthias 

NicoUs,  colonial  secretary,  for  the  first  payment  on  the  town 

patent,  his  entire  bill  for  which  was  332  gl.     To  meet  this  call 

an  assessment  was  authorized  and  made  out,  at  the  rate  of  2  fi. 

7  Bt.  for  each  erf,  or  house  lot,  and  12  st.  for  each  morgen  (2 

acres)  of  land,  the  assessed  lands  embracing  only  Jochem  Pieters 

Plat  and  Van  Keulen's  Hook.     The  following  is  the  list,  and 

which  is  interesting  as  an  exhibit  of  all  the  landholders  within 

the  town  at  that  date,  and  the  number  of  erven,  farming  lots, 

and  morgen  held  by  each.     From  reliable  data  we  have  added 

the  numbers  of  the  lots,  and  shown  in  which  tract  they  lay. 

This,  to  those  in  any  way  interested  in  locating  the  original 

plots,  will  give  the  table  greater  value,  as  the  title  to  these  lots 

may  in  most  cases  bo  traced  down  to  a  modern  date. 
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On  May  4th  Isaac  Vermilye  sold  his  house  and  house  lot  on 
Van  Kenlen's  Hook  (part  of  lot  Na  6,  and  not  reckoned  among 
the  erven),  with  the  fruit-trees  thereon — the  buyer.  Evert  Dirck- 
8en,  agreeing  to  pay  600  gl. ;  but  the  bargain  was  not  closed,  and 
Vermilye  remained  in  possession  tiU  his  death  in  1676. 

On  May  19th,  the  magistrates,  pursuant  to  directions  from 
the  Mayor,  appointed  David  Demarest  and  Arent  Evertsen  Ke- 
teltas  curators  over  the  estate  of  Kier  Welters,  late  of  Fordham, 
deceased.  To  these,  on  a  subsequent  recommendation  of  the 
Mayor,  was  added,  May  23d,  *'  Michiel  Bastiaensen,  residing  at 
Fordham,''  who  was  "  reasonably  conversant  with  the  estate  of 
thedeceased,'^  * 

*  Michiel  Bastiaensen,  of  whose  history  up  to  his  eroigration  in  1663 
we  have  before  spoken,  had,  so  far  as  known,  five  chn.,  viz.:  Reyer,  b. 
1653 ;  Metje,  b.  1655,  who  m.  Hendrick  Kiersen  ;  Annetie,  b.  1658,  who  m. 
John  Odetl  (ancestor  of  the  Fordham  Odeils) ;  Bastiaen,  b.  1662  ;  and 
Aefie,  b.  1665,  in  N.  Y.,  who  m.  Jacques  Tourneur.  Reyer  Michielsen, 
named  in  some  curious  proceedings,  under  1674,  m.  in  16S6  Jacomina,  dr. 
of  Jan  Titxmt,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Fordham.  He  took  part  in  build- 
ing the  churbh  there  in  1706,  and  a  stone  bearing  his  initials  may  now  be 
seen  in  <he  carriage-house  wall  of  Mr.  Moses  De  Voe,  who  took  it  from  the 
foundation  of  the  old  church,  which  stood  upon  Mr.  D.'s  farm.  Reyer  d. 
in  1733*  2B-  80  yrs,,  having  had  eight  chn.  to  wit :  Michiel,  Reyer,  Hen- 
drick, Teunis  ;  Hannah,  who  m.  Leonard  Vincent ;  Mary,  who  m.  Benjamin 
^  Haviland ;  Sarah,  who  m.  Joseph  Haviland ;  and  Jane,  who  m.  Benjamin 
,  ^Corsa.  The  sons  of  his  son  Michiel  (being  Reyer  and  Michael)  retained 
the  name  of  Michaels,  but  other  of  Reyer^s  sons  took  the  patronymic  Reyers, 
Hence  have  descended  the  two  families  of  Westchester  co.,  and  other 
sections  of  this  State,  named  Ryer,  and  Michael,  or  as  also  written  McKeel 
or  Mekeel.  The  name  Reyer  is  said  to  come  from  ridder,  a  knight. 

Bastiaen  Michielsen,  always  so  styled  in  the  town  books,  though  in  the 
church  records  usually  called  Bastiaen  Kortright,  remained  in  H.,  where 
ht  m.  in  1689  Jolante,  dr.  of  John  La  Montague,  dec.  On  Sept.  19,  1701, 
he  bought  from  Peter  van  Oblienis,  a  tract  of  land  at  Sherman *s  Creek,  laid 
out  to  Oblienis  in  1691,  as  lot  No.  20.  This  became  the  well-known  Kort- 
right farm,  which  continued  in  the  family  till  1786.  It  was  originally  ten 
morgen,  or  twenty  acres,  and  is  so  rated  on  the  town  books  for  the  next  half 
century  ;  but  this  was  exclusive  (for  meadows  were  never  taxed)  of  the  ad- 
pining  marsh,  or  the  matasse  creupeidos,  of  the  original  description.  And 
then,  be  it  remembered,  the  allotments  of  1691  generally  overran  the  esti- 
mate, and  this  lot  lying  isolated  was  not  likely  to  be  an  exception.  This 
brought  it  up  to  45  acres,  27  perches.  Here  Bastiaen  Michielsen  built  and 
lived  till  very  aged  ;  at  least,  his  name  in  the  tax  lists  runs  down  to  1753. 
He  also  owned  two  pieces  of  meadow  at  Kingsbridge,  bought  of  the  town  by 
Joh.  Vermilye,  Apl.  i,  1693,  and  on  the  same  date  transferred  to  Bastiaen, 
to  whom  the  town  gave  a  deed  Jan.  4, 1700.  Bastiaen  Michielsen  Kortright 
had  issue,  as  far  as  appears,  Michael,  b.  1697  ;  Johannes,  b.  1702 ;  Aefie, 
who  m.  John  Devoor ;  and  Rachel,  who  m.  Isaac  Delamontagne.  Johannes 
Bastiatns,  as  he  is  properly  styled  in  certain  deeds,  but  calling  himself  (after 
hii  fa. '8  patronymic)  ''Johannes  Michehon  Kortright,"  m.  Aeltie,  dr.  of 
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precedent  for  any  other  pretense  to  lands  within  the  Patent  of  the  said 
Town  of  Harlem,  by  virtue  of  such  old  claims  or  groundbriefs.  Given 
under  my  hand  at  Fort  James,  in  New  York^  this  22d  day  of  June,  1670. 

FRAlfCIS  LOTELACE. 

The  matter  was  arranged  thus  :  Biehard  bought  out  Lam- 
berts' share,  and  took  a  bond  from  the  Harlem  folks  for  the 
full  amount  of  300  guilders. 

On  Aug.  4th  ensuing,  Lubbert  Gerritsen,  who  the  last  year 
had  married  the  widow  of  Hendrick  Karstens,  sold  Karstens* 
erf  and  out-garden  to  Joost  van  Oblinus  for  400  gl.,  to  be 
paid  to  Coenraet  and  Jan  Hendricks,  sons  of  Karstens,  when 
of  lawful  age.     These  afterward  took  the  name  of  Boch. 

A  little  later  (Oct.  23d)  Lubbert  Gerritsen  executed  a  power 
of  attorney  to  his  brother-in-law,  Philip  Weckman  (Wakeman), 
of  Leyden,  to  enable  him  to  collect  from  the  orphan  masters  or 
others  in  that  city  a  legacy  of  800  gl.  left  to  his  wife  Femmetie 
Coenraets,  by  her  mother's  sister,  Tryntio  Gerrits,  who  had  died 
at  Leyden,  Oct.  7th,  1669.  It  is  probable  that  this  was  sent  to 
Holland  by  Nicholas  de  Meyer,  who  went  thither  the  next  spring, 
having  several  such  collections  to  make  for  persons  at  Esopus. 

Jan  La  Montague,  who  had  recently  lost  his  father,*  now  re- 
signed the  duties  of  voorleser  and  school-master,  but  retained 
the  secretaryship.  To  fill  the  vacant  position,  the  town  officers 
engaged  Hendrick  Jansen  Vander  Vin,  the  former  freeholder, 
for  the  term  of  three  years,  "at/.  400  yearly  in  sewant,  or  in 
grain  at  sewant  price,''  and  also  a  dwelling-house,  with  60  loads 
of  firewood,  which  latter  the  following  persons  agreed  to  cut 
and  deliver,  annually,  viz. :  Resolved  Waldron,  Glaude  Delamater, 
and  Joost  van  Oblinus,  each  12  loads  ;  David  Demarest,  Pieter 
Soelofsen,  Jan  Nagel,  and  Lubbert  Gerritsen,  each  6  loads. 
This  contract  was  entered  into  October  23d.  The  change  was 
amicably  made  as  regarded  Montague,  who  agreed  to  pay  the 
new  voorleser  yearly  10  florins  7  stivers.  To  aid  in  making  up 
the  salary,  the  town  lot,  garden,  and  meadow  were,  on  the  same 
date,  leased  for  a  term  of  six  years  to  Francois  Martino,  a  newly- 
arrived  French  refugee,  who  was  to  pay  an  annual  rent  of  120 
gl.  in  sewant,  or  grain  at  sewant  price.  The  land  had  just  been 
cleared  of  timber  by  Nelis  Matthyssen,  and  was  new ;  so  Wal- 

*  Sec  MoNTANYE  FAMILY  ;  Appendix  B. 
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dron,  Delamater,  Tournenr,  Koelofsen,  L.  Gerritsen,  W.  6er- 
ritsen,  Demarest,  and  Oblinus  together  agreed  to  give  the  lessee 
53  loads  of  manure,  ^^  once  for  all."  For  reasons  best  known  to 
himself,  Martino  soon  turned  over  his  lease  to  Jean  le  Boy,  and 
settled  on  Staten  Island,  where  many  of  his  descendants  may 
still  be  found,* 

The  ill-feeling  between  Gresson  and  Delamater  again  showed 
itself  when  the  term  of  three  years,  during  which  the  latter  had 
worked  Cresson^s  farm,  was  closing.  The  court  had  ordered 
payment  for  the  lost  ox,  but  one  of  the  farm  tools  was  found 
broken.  On  Sept.  1st  Pierre  in  open  court  demanded  his.  tools 
of  Delamater,  who  was  seated  on  the  bench  with  his  brother 
magistrates.  Olaude  answered  that  the  broken  tool  was  at  the 
smith's,  being  mended.  The  court,  hearing  what  passed  be- 
tween the  parties,  referred  them  to  their  agreement  of  Sept.  5th, 
1667,  but  put  the  court  charges  upon  Cresson.  Shortly  after 
Claude  sent  Pierre  word  by  the  constable  to  come  and  examine 
his  tools.  Cresson  would  do  no  such  thing,  but  again  went  to 
the  court-room,  Oct.  6th,  and  repeated  his  demand  for  the  tools. 
Delamater  now  promised  to  send  them  by  his  son ;  but  the 
court,  to  vindicate  its  injured  dignity,  directed  Pierre  to  fetch 

*  Francois  Martino,  and  his  friend  Jean  Belleville,  joined  the  church 
at  N.  Y.,  July  28,  1670  ;  being  the  first  mention  of  them.  The  latter  was 
from  St.  Martin,  near  La  Rochelle  :  perhaps  Martino  was — this  early  associa- 
tion and  their  later  intimacy  seeming  to  favor  it.  Whether  Belleville  was  he 
who  was  also  called  le  Chatidronnier^  or.  by  the  English,  the  Tinker,  as  the 
first  signifies,  I  am  not  able  to  determine,  but  Jan  Tincker  was  enrolled 
in  the  night  watch  at  H.,  Nov.  7,  1673,  and  went  to  Staten  Island,  where  he 
held  property,  as  did  Belleville.  See  note  on  Caster.  Martino  had  96  acres 
of  land  on  Staten  Island,  laid  out  to  him  Apl.  24,  1676,  near  the  "  Iron- 
Mountain.''  To  this  Gov.  Dongan  added  35  acres  in  1685.  He  m.  Hester 
Dotninees,  wid.  of  Walraven  Lutin,  or  Lutine  ;  issue,  Stephen,  b.  1679  ;  and 
a  dr.,  who  m.  Vincent  Fontaine.  Martino,  in  1683,  was  foremost  among  the 
French  and  Walloon  residents  in  sustaining  the  French  worship.  His  will, 
made  Oct.  i,  1706,  and  proved  Aug.  5,  1707,  gave  his  estate,  on  the  d.  of  his 
wid.,  to  his  two  gd.  sons,  Stephen  Martino  (son  o<  Stephen,  dec.)  and 
Vincent  Fontaine,  Jr.  Sec  CluU's  Annals  of  Staten  Island,  It  is  to  be  re- 
gretted that  the  new  and  interesting  work  last  cited  contains  so  little  relating 
toihe  original  settlers  upon  that  beautiful  island  ;  materials  for  their  history 
are  not  entirely  wanting.  For  some  of  these  pioneers,  see  our  Index  under 
Disosway^  yourneay.  See,  Casier,  Uzille,  Cresson,  and  Bosch  or  Bush;  also 
Lakeman,  Marlett,  .and  Guion,  Many  facts  might  also  be  gleaned  respect- 
ing Jacques  Baudoin,  or  Bodine  ;  William  Britton  ;  Jean  Crosseron,  or  Croche- 
ron  ;  his  son-in-law,  Jacques  Poillon  ;  Gerrit  Crousen,  or  Cruser ;  Jacques  La 
Resilier,  now  Larzelere ;  Arend  Prall ;  and  Francois  du  Puis,  or  Depuy,  the 
anc.  of  families  still  upon  the  Island. 
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the  took  himself  from  defendant's  house,  and  fined  him  12  gl. 
and  costs  of  suit. 

Vexed  at  what  he  conceived  to  be  a  harsh  judgment,  Cresson, 
at  the  sitting  of  the  court  Dec.  Ist,  entered,  and  asked  if  be  must 
satisfy  the  sentence  given  against  him.  He  was  answered  *  *  Yes. " 
Now  passion  got  the  better  of  him,  and  he  denounced  the  mag- 
istrates as  **  unjust  judges,"  adding,  with  other  abusive  words, 
that  "  instead  of  judges  they  were  devils  !''  On  this  the  court 
ordered  the  constable  to  take  Cresson  into  custody  and  convey 
him  a  prisoner  to  the  High  Sheriff  at  New  York,  to  be  duly  pro- 
ceeded against. 

Cresson  was  soon  released,  but,  now  bent  upon  leaving  the 
town,  had  his  wife  at  Esopus  apply  for  a  building  lot  in  that  vil- 
lage, and  this  she  asked  for  aud^obtained  April  15th,  1671. 

Marcus  du  Sauchoy  brought  a  charge  against  John  Archer, 
Dec.  1st,  1670,  of  some  very  bad  usage,  and  cited  Dirck  Everts 
to  tell  what  he  knew  about  it.  The  latter  testified  that,  about 
four  weeks  before.  Archer  threw  Du  Sauchoy's  furniture  out  of 
the  house,  but  deponent  knew  not  for  what  cause.  The  matter 
here  rested  for  future  action. 

A  case  came  up  Dec.  14th  which  involved  a  principle  of  town 
law  concerning  the  woodlands.  Laurens  Colevelt,  married  to  a 
niece  of  Resolved  Waldron,  was  neither  a  landowner  nor  resi- 
dent, yet  had  been  burning  coals  upon  Waldron's  lands  on  Van 
Keulen's  Hook,  to  supply  his  forge.  In  so  doing,  by  accident, 
as  he  said,  he  burnt  some  of  Le  Roy's  palisades.  The  latter  ar- 
rested his  coals,  when  Colevelt  called  an  extra  court  in  order  to 
recover  them,  pretending  to  nearly  400  gl.  damages  for  the  want 
of  them.  But  the  court  (Delamater  taking  Waldron's  place) 
held  that  no  one,  not  an  inhabitant  or  proprietor,  had  any  right 
to  cut  wood  within  this  jurisdiction,  much  less  within  the  fenc- 
ing. Colevelt  was  condemned  to  make  good  Le  Roy's  loss,  and 
pay  costs  of  court ;  being  let  off  on  these  easy  terms,  and  his 
coals  released. 

On  Jan.  5th,  1671,  the  Town  Court  ordered  a  Pound  built,  at 
the  common  charge,  to  be  seven  rails  high,  and  imposed  for 
each  hog  impounded  a  fine  of  1  gl.  10  st.,  and  for  every  horned 
beast  3  gl.,  the  damage,  if  any  had  been  done  by  the  creature,  to 
be  made  good. 
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The  subject  of  tbe  town  debts  also  came  ap  as  follows  : 

Exhibited  by  Hesolved  Waldron,  as  payable  by  the  Lands  of  the  Town : 

To  Mr.  John  Sharp J,    92  :    0 

"  Abraham  la  Noy .  68  :    0 

*'  Daniel  Tourneur 73  :  16 

"  Johannes  Vermel  je 24  :    0 

*' Resolved  Waldion...    41:    4 

"  Joost  van  Oblinus 6  :  16 

"  Meyndert  Maljaart* 8  :    0 

»*  Pierre  Cresson 2  :  10 

*»  Glaude  le  Maistre 6  :  15 

"  David  des  Marest 2  :    0 

"  Jean  le  Roy 4  :  10 

"  Nicolls,  for  the  Patent 187  :    0 

"  Paulus  Richard,  for  the  land  at  Spuyten  Dayvel 800  :    0 

"  Johannes  Verveelen 87  :  18 

Tbe  last  item  involved  a  careful  auditing  of  accounts  for  six 
years  past,  in  which  those  of  the  town  with  Montague  as  their 

♦  Meynard  Journee,  or,  as  now  written,  Joumeay^  is  the  person  here  in- 
tended. This  metamorphose-  arose  from  the  similar  import  of  the  Dutch 
word  maaljcnt  and  the  French  joumee,  as»  adopted  by  the  Dutch.  With 
these,  the  latter  word,  wrested  from  its  usual  meaning  {sl  day  of  battle^  or 
simply,  a  battU\  had  come  to  denote  a  coat  of  mail,  which  in  Dutch  was 
maaljen.  The  two  terms  being  used  synonymously  by  his  Dutch  neigh- 
bors, joumee  was  often  called  Malyar,  as  pronounced,  but  which  Montagne 
wrote  as  in  the  text.  The  English  records  sometimes  have  it  MalHar 
Joumee — a  tautological  blunder.  His  given  name,  Meynard,  became  in 
Dutch  Meyndert.  Incidental  notices  of  Joumee,  both  before  and  after  his 
emigration,  will  be  found  on  other  pages.  On  his  arrival  here  he  settled 
with  Bogert  in  Brooklyn,  where  he  united  with  the  church  Apl.  9,  1664,  on 
certificate  from  Mannheim,  and  on  June  2,  ensuing,  m.  Elizabeth  du  Mont, 
a  young  lady  b.  at  Middelburg.  She  was  probably  sr.  to  Margaret  du  Mont, 
w.  of  Pierre  None,  who,  as  we  have  seen,  came  out  in  the  same  vessel  with 

iournee,  and  it  is  quite  as  apparent  that  Margaret  was  sr.  to  Wallerand  du 
font,  of  Esopus.  She  who  became  Mrs.  Joumee  was  most  likely  the  per- 
son that  accompanied  None  and  his  wife  in  their  voyage,  and  is  called  his 
*' sister."  Journee  held  honorable  places  in  the  town  govemment  at  H., 
resigning  that  of  magistrate  when  he  removed  to  Staten  Island  toward  the 
close  of  1676  ;  having  sold  his  house  and  bouwery.  Mar.  7,  preceding,  to  Jan 
Nagel  and  Jan  Delamater,  for  2700  gl.  His  meadow  on  Sherman's  Creek 
has  till  late  years  home  the  name  of  Meyndert* s  Fly.  On  Mar.  26.  1677,  he 
bought  80  acres  of  land  on  S.  I.,  from  Francis  Chartier.  Joumee  had  lived 
there  but  a  year,  when  he.  d.  Jan.  30,  1678.  Some  months  after  his  wid.  m. 
"  Boswell  de  Lisle,  alias  Francois  ;'*'  the  Court  of  Sessions  held  at  Graves- 
end  June  19,  1678,  appointing  Paulus  Richard,  with  Obadiah  Holmes,  of 
S.  I.,  as  trustees  for  the  chn.,  to  "  take  care  that  the  estate  of  said  children 
be  not  embezzled."  There  were  several  drs.,  but  the  only  son,  apparently, 
was  John  Joumeay,  who  m.  in  1703  Elizabetli  Deyo.  But  we  have  made 
no  effort  to  trace  his  desc,  who  have  become  numerous,  while  some  have 
been  prominent  on  the  island,  to  which,  however,  the  name  is  by  no  means 
restricted. 
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collector,  those  of  Verveelen  as  tapster — mainly  his  indebted- 
ness to  the  excise,  and  his  scores  for  liquors  furnished  the  mag- 
istrates— as  also  the  pailicular  transactions -between  Montague 
and  Verveelen,  were  much  mixed  up.  Curious  as  these  details 
are,  we  must  exclude  them.  The  balances  being  struck,  the 
town  found  Montague  its  debtor  for  208  gl.,  and  itself  indebted 
to  Verveelen  87  gl.  13  st  Hereupon  Montague  drew  up  the  fol- 
lowing, which  Verveelen  signed : 

On  this  date,  15th  Feb'y,  I,  Johannes  Verveelen,  acknowledge  to  have 
settled  with  Montague  for  his  accounts,  and  for  the  accounts  of  the 
Town,  so  that  there  is  due  me  from  the  Town,  by  balance  of  accoants, 
seven  and  eighty  guilders,  thirteen  stivers.     Dated  as  above. 

JoHAiiNES  Verveelen. 

To  discharge  these  several  debts  an  assessment  was  authorized 
to  be  made  upon  the  lands  and  erven  :  on  each  erf,  /.  10  :  18  :  12 ; 
and  on  each  morgen,  /.  2  :  16  :  14. 

0  cruel  Cupid  !  ever  seizing  the  favored  opportunity  to  scatter 
his  fatal  darts  where  met  the  young  and  unwary  to  cheerily 
while  the  social  hour,  to  crack  walnuts  and  rustic  jokes,  or  yet 
seeking  a  prouder  conquest  amon^  those  not  strangers  to  his 
shafts ;  his  triumphs  the  past  winter  are  thus  summed  up  : 

Persons  whose  bans  of  matrimony  are  entered  by  consent  of  the 
Worshipful  Mayor  of  this  City,  New  York,  and  according  tu  custom, 
published  in  the  church. 

Feb.  18th,  1671,  William  WaMrm^  bom  at  Amsterdam,  with  Engdtie 
StatUenburgh,  of  New  York.  Present,  Resolved  Waldron  and  Peter 
Stoutenburgh. 

March  5th.  Martin  Hardewyn  with  Madeleine  du  Sauchoy^  both  living 
at  Fordham.  Present,  the  bride's  mother  Elizabeth  Nachtegaal,  and 
Jacques  Cousseau  ;  with  a  note  from  the  bride's  father,  Marc  du  Sau- 
choy,  that  he  beared  consent  to  the  same. 

April  7th.  Jean  le  Boy,  living  at  New  Haerlem,  widower  of  Louise 
de  Lancaster,  with  Marie  Taine^  widow  of  Philip  Casier,  living  at  New 
York. 

April  20th.  AdoJpk  Meyei\  young  man,  bom  at  Ulscn,  in  Westphalia, 
with  Maria  Yerveden^  born  at  Amsterdam.'*' 

*  Maria  Meyer,  mother  of  a  large  and  worthy  progeny,  identified  as  she 
was  with  Harlem  from  her  early  childhood  for  a  period  of  eighty-five 
years,  and,  as  daughter  of  the  patentee,  Johannes  Verveelen,  directly  con- 
cerned in  the  principal  distribution  of  the  common  land — she  becomes  a  his- 
toric character.  After  a  married  life  of  forty  years  and  thirty-seven  of 
widowhood,  and  having  survived  all  the  Dongan  patentees,  except  possibly 
Barent  Waldron,  death  ovenook  her  at  the  advanced  age  of  92  years,  in 
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Johannes  Pelszer  sues  Johannes  Verveelen  March  2d,  1671,  for 
a  claim  of  24  gl.,  the  balance  of  90  gl.  12  st,  his  former  indebted- 
ness, of  which  Koopal  (Archer)  had  paid  him  66  gl.  12  st.  He 
also  complained  that  Verveelen  had  accused  him  of  being  *'  tlie 
cause  that  the  defendant's  house  had  come  to  be  burnt  *^  Ver- 
veelen answered  that  the  plaintiff  had  said  that  he,  defendant, 
kept  two  account-books.  He  maintained  that  his  arrest  was  un- 
lawful, since  he  was  a  resident,  and  plaintiff  could  have  levied 
on  his  goods ;  he  claimed  6  gl.  for  the  ten  days'  arrest.  The 
court  having  heard  all  they  had  to  say,  allowed  Pelszer  the  24  gl., 
and  Verveelen  to  pay  the  costs.  On  the  same  date  the  old  In- 
dian interpreter,  Claes  Carstensen,  a  Norwegian,  who  had  lived 
some  thirty  years  in  the  country  and  several  in  this  town,  was 
granted  a  small  house  lot,  to  use  during  his  lifetime,  but  with- 
out the  right  of  succession.     Carstensen  had  seen  better  days. 

**  Whereas  the  carriage  road  between  this  City  and  New  Haerlem  is 
impassable ;  and  this  Worshipful  Court  considering  it  necessary  tliat  a 
carriage  road  be  maintained  between  this  City  and  the  above-named  vil- 
lage :  It  is  therefore  ordered  and  directed  by  the  W.  Court  that  the 
magistrates  of  New  Haerlem  and  the  overseers  of  the  highways  beyond 
the  Fretih  Water  shall  lay  out  together  the  most  suitable  work,  and  that 
then,  on  the  first  day  of  the  next  coming  month  of  May,  the  said  road 
shall  be  made  fit  for  use,  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Haerlem, 
and  the  householders,  both  on  this  and  the  other  side  of  the  Fresh  Water, 
each  for  his  limits,  and  that  on  such  penalty  as  shall  be  fixed  by  said 
magistrates  and  overseers.  ^^ 

The  above  order  was  passed  by  the  Mayor's  Court,  April  18th, 
1671,  and  Jan  Jansen  Langestraat,  Dirck  Siecken  {aliaa  Dey), 
and  Jan  Comelisz  de  Ryck,  were  then  appointed  as  overseers 
"  on  this  and  the  other  side  of  the  Fresh  Water." 

Comelis  and  Laurens  Jansen,  having  for  a  year  worked  the 
farm  bought  in  partnership  of  Mr.  De  Meyer,  agreed  to  part. 
Laurens  was  about  to  lease  the  farm  of  Lubbert  Gerritsen  ;  the 
parties  met  for  the  purpose,  Oct.  24:th,  1670,  and  the  contract 
was  partly  drawn,  when  they  failed  to  agree.     Comelis  having 

174S.  It  afforded'  the  author  an  agreeable  surprise,  while  engaged  some 
thirty  years  ago  in  the  preparation  of  a  work  kindred  to  the  present  one,  to 
discover  that  he  was  a  descendant  of  this  locally  noted  woman,  and  also  of 
the  redoubtable  Spuyten  Duyvel  ferrymaster  ;  and  subsequently  to  find  that 
a  lineal  chain,  of  nine  intervening  links,  allied  him  to  good  old  Hans  Ver- 
veelen and  Catrina  Oliviers,  of  Cologne.  See  Annais  of  Newtown,  pp.  277, 
305.  317. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


806  mSTOBT  OF  HARLEM, 

taken  the  De  Meyer  farm,  Laurens  on  May  5th  ensuing  (1671) 
gave  him  a  lease  of  his  part  for  four  years,  to  date  from  Sept 
25th,  1670,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  400  gl.  in  grain.  Their  father, 
Jan  Bastiaense,  and  Bastiaen  Elyessen,  the  father-in-law  of  Cor- 
nelis,  were  present  and  subscribed  this  agreement.  Laurens 
went  to  Esopus  and  married,  and  is  not  found  at  Harlem  for 
several  years. 

On  May  18th,  1671,  Jan  Louwe  van  Schoonrewoerd,  of  Bed- 
ford, L.  I.,  later  known  as  Jan  Louwe  Bogert,  bargained  with  Jan 
La  Montague  for  his  '^  piece  of  land  named  in  the  Dutch  lan- 
guage Montague's  Punt,  or  by  the  Indians  Rechcowanis,"  for 
the  sum  of  3000  gl.  He  reserved  **  the  crop  of  grain,  the  hop 
plants,  apple  and  pear  trees,  and  twelve  cherry  trees.''  Pull 
possession  was  to  be  given  on  receipt  of  the  first  payment,  due 
May  Ist,  1672.  Some  account  will  be  given  of  the  numerous 
and  respectable  family  descendants  of  Bogert. 

On  Sept.  6th  Meynard  Joumee  sold  to  Dirck  Storm  his  prop- 
erty at  Bedford,  Brooklyn,  consisting  of  houses,  land,  meadow, 
etc.,  for  1400  gl.  in  wheat,  peas,  or  rye,  at  the  price  of  sewant 
Jan  Louwe  van  Schoonrewoerd  witnesses  this  deed.*^ 


*  Dirck  Storm,  as  already  noticed,  arrived  here  in  1662,  with  his  w. 
Maria  Pieters,  and  three  young  chn.  He  had  in  all,  at  least,  sons  Gregoris, 
Peter,  and  David,  and  dr.  Maria,  who  m.  Caspar  Springsteen.  In  1670  he 
succeeded  Card  de  Beauvois,  dec,  as  *secretary  at  Brooklyn  ;  afterwards 
served  some  years  as  town  clerk  at  Flatbush,  was  made  Clerk  of  the  Ses- 
sions for  Orange  co.  in  1691,  and  held  that  office  till  1703.  In  1697  he  and 
family  were  living  at  Philips  Manor,  Westchester  co.,  where  his  dcsc.  be- 
came numerous  and  noted.  His  son  Gregoris  Storm,  m.  at  New  Utrecht, 
Engeltie,  dr.  of  Thomas  Van  Dyck,  and  had  sons  Derick,  b.  1695  ;  Thomas, 
b.  1697,  etc.  After  Gregoris,  or  Goris,  as  commonly  called,  d.,  his  wid.  m. 
Jacques  Toumeur,  of  H.  Her  son  Thomas  Storm  becoming  a  widower,  m. 
the  dr.  of  Adolph  Meyer,  of  H.,  and  wid.  of  Johannes  Sickels,  ist.  Thomas 
remained  on  Philips  Manor,  holding  a  farm  under  Col.  Frederick  Philips, 
but  he  made  three  several  purchases  of  land  in  Rombout  Precinct,  Dutchess 
CO.,  on  which  he  settled  his  sons  Gerrit,  Goris,  Abraham,  and  John.  His 
son  Isaac  took  his  place  at  Philips  Manor.  Other  sons,  Thomas,  his  eldest, 
and  Jacob,  were  d.  when  he  made  his  will  June  28,  1763.  k  was  proved 
Jan.  15,  1770.  Abraham  Storm  ra.  Oct.  5.  1759,  Catharine,  dr.  of  Aaron 
Bussing,  of  H.  An  active  whig  in  the  Revolution,  he  was  *'  made  prisoner 
by  the  British  troops,"  and  his  family  saw  him  no  more..  On  Mar.  22,  1784, 
his  wid.  released  to  Gerrit,  Goris,  and  Isaac  Storm  the  lands  of  said  Abra- 
ham, in  Rombout  Precinct,  and  returning  to  H.,  obtained  by  deed  of  Aug. 
18,  1784,  from  her  fa,'s  executor,  John  Sickels,  the  farm  of  31  acres  on  Van 
Keulen's  Hook,  which  she  sold  eleven  years  later  to  James  Roosevelt.  She 
d.  Aug.  16,  1803,  leaving  no  chn.  The  desc.  of  Dirck  Storm  take  promi- 
nence for  numbers  and  worth. 
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Onthesftme  day,  said  Jan  Lou  we  and  his  wife  Cornelia  Everts, 
residing  at  Bedford,  aforesaid,  made  their  will  at  Harlem,  as 
they  expected  to  remove  here.  They  "  give  to  the  poor  of  New 
Haerlem  the  sum  of  ten  guilders  as  a  memorial/'  Speak  of 
children,  but  name  none.  Make  Johannes  Pietersen  Yerbrugge 
and  Tennis  Gysfoerts  Bogert  executors.  The  witnesses  are  Cor- 
nelis  Jansen  and  Johan  Daniels,  late  under  sherilS  at  New 
Castle,  Delaware,  under  Beeckman,  and  who  had  before  ^'  held 
this  position  under  Mr.  Montague."  The  testator  signs  Jan 
Lu  van  Sooderwoer. 

Mayor  Delavall  held  his  court  at  Harlem  on  Sept  8th,  1671, 
at  which  were  considered  : 

1.  Complaint  of  David  Demarest  against  John  Archer,  for 
mowing  grass  in  bis  meadow  at  Spuyten  Duyvel,  being  No.  1  on 
the  Westchester  side. 

2.  Complaint  of  Martin  Hardewyn,  of  Fordham,  against 
Archer,  for  breaking  down  his  fences. 

3.  Complaint  of  Marcus  du  Sauchoy,  of  Fordham,  against 
Archer,  for  throwing  his  furniture  out  of  doors. 

4.  Complaint  of  Johannes  Verveelen  against  Archer. 

The  first  case  was  referred  to  the  magistrates  of  Harlem  and 
Fordham,  the  others  to  the  arbitration  of  Daniel  Tourneur  and 
Jan  La  Montague. 

The  '^  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Fordham"  also  preferred  a 
charge  against  Archer,  '^  that  the  defendant,  several  times,  hath 
been  the  occasion  of  great  troubles  betwixt  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  Town,  he  taking  upon  himself  to  rule  and  govern  over 
them  by  rigor  and  force  ;  and  do  humbly  desire  relief  and  the 
protection  of  this  Court" 

"  Upon  the  hearing  of  both  parties,  the  court  ordered  the  de- 
fendant John  Archer  to  behave  himself,  for  the  future,  civilly 
and  quietly  against  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Town,  as  he  will 
answer  the  contrary  at  his  peril." 

"  Akd  it  is  further  ordered,  that  all  small  differences,  which 
for  the  future  shall  happen  to  fall  out  at  Fordham  aforesaid, 
AbH  be  decided  at  Harlem  by  tho  magistrates  of  Fordham, 
with  the  assistance  of  two  of  the  magistrates  of  Harlem  afore- 
said, except  those  of  Fordham  will  be  at  the  charge  to  satisfy 
the  magistrates  of  Harlem  for  coming  up  to  their  Town  of 
Fordham." 
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'  On  Oct  11th,  1671,  John  Archer  executed  at  Haxlem  sniidij 
new  leases  for  fanns  at  Fordham,  viz. :  to  Hendrick  Kiereen, 
Aert  Pietersen  Buys,  and  Cornelis  Viervant;  making  the 
rent  payable  to  Cornelis  Steenwyck,  of  New  York,  to  whom 
Archer,  on  Sept.  10th,  1669,  had  given  a  mortgage  on  his  lands 
for  1100  gl.  in  wampum.  Another  mortgage  to  Steenwyck  in 
1676,  for  2400  gl.  sewant,  ultimately  gave  him  the  full  title 
and  possession  of  the  Manor  of  Fordham,  which  passed  nnder 
his  will  and  by  certain  deeds  to  the  Dutch  Church  at  New  York.* 
Oh  Oct.  23d  the  voorleser's  salary,  400  gl.,  became  due,  and 
to  pay  it  a  tax  was  anthorized,  '*'  calculated  f  on  the  Lands,  and 
i  on  the  Erven  ;  amounting  for  each  morgen  to  /.  1  :  12  : 6, 
and  for  each  erf,/.  6  :  7."  But,  notes  Montague  in  the  mar- 
gin, ^^  It  came  to  nothing.''  The  reason  is  found  in  the  strong 
aversion  of  the  people  to  being  taxed  for  religious  purposes, 
especially  the  French  and  Walloons,  who,  cruelly  tithed  and 
amerced  in  their  native  lands  to  support  the  old  church,  had  a 
mortal  dread  of  this  compulsory  giving.  Then,  again,  the 
present  tax  far  exceeded  any  former  call'  for  this  object  Mon- 
tagne's  allowance  as  voorleser  was  not  over  150  gl.  per  annum, 
one  third  of  which,  derived  from  the  Company,  failed  after  the 
first  year.  But  whatever  he  got  from  the  people  was  by  volun- 
tary gift  Hence  the  present  opposition  to  an  assessment,  and 
this  proving  effectual,  led  to  a  return  to  the  former  method  of 
free-will  offerings^— a  plan  continued  for  several  years,  though, 
unfortunately,  the  earlier  lists  of  contributors  are  missing. 

*  In  getting  possession,  the  church  met  with  great  opposition  from  the 
town  of  Westchester.  This  led  in  i6S8  to  a  forcible  entry  by  the  officers 
and  friends  of  the  former.  Elijah  Barton,  dwelling  "  near  Harlem  River, 
within  the  boimds  of  Westchester,  at  the  house  that  formerly  Aert  Pietersen 
lived  in,"  was  with  his  father  Roger  Barton  engaged  "  to  keep  possession 
for  and  in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Westchester/'  when  oo  July  i6,  in  the 
afternoon,  *'  there  came  a  great  company  of  men  with  Nicholas  Bayard  of 
New  York,''  demanding  admittance.  This  being  refused,  Reyer  Michiels 
and  Teunis  De  Key.  at  Bayard's  word,  broke  open  the  door,  and  the  Bar- 
tons were  ousted  and  roughly  handled.  With  Bayard  were  also  Nicholas 
Stuyvesant,  Johannes  Kip,  Isaac  van  Vleeck,  Michicl  Bastiaens,  his  wife, 
and  sons  Bastiaen  and  Reyer  Michiels,  Hendrick  Kiersen.  and  Jacques 
Tpurneur.  Also  "  in  the  exployt''  was  Hannah  (or  Anna)  Odell,  wife  o< 
John  Odell.  Hendrick  Verveelcn  and  Jacob  Valentine  were  there  too.  The 
Westchester  authorities  issued  a  ^arrant  July  20,  to  "  take  the  bodies  of  the 
said  Reyer  Michiels,  with  the  said  complycetors. ' '  But  the  church  maintained 
its  hold,  and  the  lands  were  ultimately  sold  off  in  parcels  between  the  years 
1755  and  X76a 
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Two  days  later,  a  meeting  was  held  at  Cornelig  Jansen's  to 
adjust  certain  fines  which  had  also  caused  no  little  excitement. 
It  happened,  Jnly  7th  preceding,  that  two  of  Jansen's  horses 
were  found  upon  the  bouwland  withont  a  herder  and  driven  to 
the  pound,  with  one  owned  by  "  Mr.  Aldrich/'  one  of  Wal- 
dron's,  and  one  of  Adolph  Meyer's.  The  next  day  another  of 
Waldron's  horses  and  one  of  Meyer's,  and  the  next  day  still, 
being  Sunday,  a  pair  of  oxen  of  David  Demarest's,  one  of  Dela- 
Tall's  hogs,  and  two  of  Pieter  fioelofsen's.  Again  on  the  24th 
were  put  in  pound  three  hogs  belonging  to  Waldron  and  NageU 
beaides  a  yoke  of  oxen  owned  by  Jean  le  fioy,  and  found  crop- 
ping the  herbage  ''  in  the  garden.'' 

This  enforcement  of  the  law  made  some  «quirming,  as  the 
fines  were  put  at  6  gL  for  each  horse,  ox,  etc.,  amounting  in  all 
to/.  74  :  8.  But  the  matter  was  finally  arranged,  over  sundry 
pots  of  Tapster  Jansen's  beer,  for  which  his  bill  against  the 
town  was  as  follows  : 

OoRKELis  jAiiSEN,  OredU. 
Drank  at  the  settlement  of  the  fines,  thetSth  Oct.  1^71,  at  two 

bouts.. ./.34:    0 

Ako  for  Mr.  Areiit,  engaged  at.  writiDKy  2  vans  beer* 1  :  13 

Fmther,  after  the  settlement  was  concluded,  also  drank  5  vans 

beer  and  1  muts  rum  t 4  :  10 

/.  40:    % 

John  Archer,  to  escape  the  interference  of  the  Harlem  magis- 
trates, obtained  from  Gov.  Lovelace,  Nov.  13th,  1671,  an  ample 
patent  for  his  domain,  upon  which  "  the  new  dorp  or  village  is 
erected  known  by  the  name  of  Fordham."  It  was  to  enjoy 
'^  equal  privileges  and  immunities  with  any  town,  enfranchised 
township,  or  manor  within  this  government."  Released  from 
all  dependence  upon,  or  subjection  to  the  rule,  order,  or  di- 

*  Arent  Evertsen  Keteltas.  here  referred  to.  was.  like  his  fa..  "Mr. 
Evert  Pietcrsen  Keteltas/*  a  voorleser  and  school-master.  See  Note  on 
p.  107.  In  1664  Arent  is  called  moUnaar^  that  is  miller.  He  was  here  before 
Vander  Vin  was  engaged  as  voorleser^  maybe  serving  temporarily  in  that 
office.  But  he  soon  left,  and  on  Oct,  6,  1670,  Tourncur  took  his  place  as 
curator  of  Kier  Wolters*  estate.  Arent's  wife,  Susannah  de  Boog,  was  sister 
to  Mrs.  Wilhelmus  Beeckman.  They  were  drs.  of  Hendrick  de  Boog,  of 
Amsterdam,  whose  wife  was  a  sr.  of  Mrs.  Jonas  Bronck.  The  Keteltas 
family  desc.  from  Evert  Pietersen  Keteltas. 

f  A  wian  was  two  quarts,  and  a  tnutsje  one  gill. 
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rection  of  any  other  riding,  township,  place,  or  jurisdiction ; 
thereafter  it  was  to  "  be  ruled,  ordered,  and  directed,  in  all  mat- 
ters as  to  government,  by  the  Oovemor  and  his  Council,  and  the 
General  Court  of  Assizes  only.'*  It  now  took  the  style  of  the 
"  Manor  of  Fordham."  But  not  long  after,  "  upon  complaint 
of  some  disorders  which  were  made  at  the  town  of  Fordham,  in 
the  Corporation  of  this  City,  by  reason  they  lie  too  far  distant 
from  any  constable  or  overseers,"  his  Honor  the  Mayor,  on  Feb. 
13th,  1672,  appointed  Johannes  Verveelen  as  constable  and 
clerk,  and  Jan  Pieters  Buys  and  John  Heddy  as  overseers  of  the 
said  town,  to  serve  during  his  mayoralty. 

Valentine  Claessen,  founder  of  the  Valentine  family  at  Valen- 
tineas  Hill,  having  sold  his  property  in  Harlem  to  Mr.  Delavall, 
resolved  upon  a  sea-voyage,  and  on  Dec.  11th  1671,  procured  the 
governor's  pass  ^'  to  transport  himself  hence  in  the  ketch  Zebulon, 
whereof  John  Follett  is  commander,  for  the  Isle  of  Providence, 
Curacao,  and  Jamaica,  in  the  West  Indies  ;  and  to  return  again 
as  his  occasions  should  present,  etc.  **  * 

On  Dec.  18th,  certain  Indians,  some  of  them  a5)parently  the 
same  that  signed  Montague's  deed  for  Eechawanes,  convey  to 
Daniel  Toumeur,  of  New  Harlem,  all  their  lands  "lying  upon 
the  Main,  next  to  the  land  of  John  Archer,  beginning  at  the 
Bay  on  the  south  side  of  Crab  Island,  and  so  running  alongst 
the  Creek  parting  the  Main  and  Manhattan  Island,  to  Bronx- 
land,  and  thence  extending  east  and  west  so  far  as  the  land  of 

♦  The  Valentine  Family,  of  Westchester,  from  which  most  of  this  name 
in  N.  Y.  City  have  sprung,  has  been  quite  misapprehended,  as  regards  its 
common  ancestor,  who  was  not  *'  Benjamin  Valentine,  a  dragoon  in  the 
French  military  service,  Canada,"  as  per  Bolton,  ii,  544  ;  but  Valentine 
Claessen  aforesaid,  who  as  a  soldier  gained  his  laurels  under  Stuyvesant, 
not  in  Canada,  but  in  an  expedition  to  Esopus  in  1660.  His  sons  took  and 
retained  the  patronymic  Valentine.  He  was  from  Saxenlant,  in  Transyl- 
vania ;  m.  in  1662  Marritie  Jacobs,  from  Beest,  and  before  settling  in  West- 
chester CO.,  lived  some  years  in  H.,  where  his  vrouw  found  people  from  her 
native  place,  the  Kortrights  and  Buys  brothers.  Valentine  Claessen  is  named 
as  late  as  1688.  His  chn.,  Jacob,  b.  1663,  living  1690  ;  Matthys,  b.  1665  ; 
John,  b.  167 1  ;  Mary,  b.  1674,  are  all  of  which  we  find  notice.  Matthys, 
living  1 710,  probably  d.  before  May  3,  1724,  when  a  division  of  land  was 
made  by  John  and  Matthias  Valentine,  of  Lower  Yonkers,  his  sons,  if  we 
are  not  much  mistaken.  John  was  b.  in  1691.  Matthias  was  b.  in  1693 — 
not  '98,  as  his  chn.'s  ages  show — and  d.  in  1781.  being  the  *'  first  proprietor 
of  Vsdentine's  Hill,  Yonkers,*' as  says  Mr.  Bolton;  in  whose  work  upkm 
Westchester  co.,  but  more  fully  in  the  later  History  of  the  Valentine  Family^ 
may  be  found  the  several  branches  of  the  family  tree,  of  which  we  have 
given  the  trunk. 
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the  said  John  Archer/'  TKis  was  the  same  land  as  that  granted 
Toumeur  June  15th,  1668,  but  which  the  Indians  afterward 
claimed,  and  therefore  this  purchase  was  authorized  by  the  Got-" 
emor,  who  added  '^  a  small  tract  behind  it  towards  Broncks  his 
river,  the  which  doth  properly  belong  to  no  person, '^  and  con- 
finned  the  whole  to  Toumeur,  March  8th,  1672.  Gov,  Dongan, 
as  we  shall  see,  afterward  retrenched  this  grant,  otherwise  dis- 
posing of  that  part  since  known  as  De  Voe's  Point. 

On  Dec.  29th,  1671,  Daniel  Toumeur,  ruling  magistrate,  and 
his  wife  Jacqueline  Parisis,  both  in  health,  made  their  will,  and 
give  10  gl.  each  for  the  poor  of  New  Harlem.  The  survivor  to 
manage  and  use  the  estate  till  death  or  remarriage ;  then  the 
children  to  share  it  equally.  Witnesses,  David  Demarest  and 
Glaude  Delamater. 

On  Jan.  7th,  1672,  Pieter  van  Oblinus,  a  boy  of  9  or  10  years, 
driving  through  the  village  with  his  father's  horse  and  sleigh, 
ran  over  David  Demarest's  child,  Daniel,  5  or  6  years  old,  who 
was  playing  with  other  children,  about  the  door  of  Comelis 
Jansen's  tavem.  He  died  the  next  morning,  and  the  magis- 
trates then  assembled  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances.  It  was 
shown,  by  the  statements  of  Comelis  Jansen,  Arent  Harmans 
Btissing,  and  Conrad  Hendricks  Boch,  to  have  been  accidental. 
•  Joost  van  Oblinus  declared  "  that  he  did  not  know  of  the  acci- 
dent till  informed  of  it  by  others,  and  that  he  was  heartily  sorry." 

On  Feb.  1st,  David  Demarest,  mling  magistrate,  and  his  wife 
Marie  Sohier,  in  health,  but  "  reflecting  on  the  frailty  of  hu- 
man life,"  made  their  will,  giving,  "  each  of  them,  25  gl.  to  the 
poor  of  New  Harlem,  as  a  remembrance."  The  survivor  to 
enjoy  the  estate  until  remarriage,  and  then  "even  though  the 
laws  of  the  land  provide  that  the  one  child  shall  inherit  more 
than  the  other,"  their  will  is  that  "  all  their  lawful  children, 
mutually  begotten,  shall  inherit  equal  legatary  portions." 
Witnesses,  Daniel  Toumeur  and  Olaude  Delamater. 

On  Feb.  8th,  the  Town  leased  two  parcels  of  meadow  ;  the 
first  not  located  being  taken  by  Lubbert  Oerritsen,  Jan  Nagel, 
and  Johannes  Vermel je  for  6  years  from  May  1st,  1671,  at  31  gl. 
a  year.  The  other,  "  a  piece  of  meadow  at  the  North  River" 
(called  a  little  later  Moertje  Davids'  Fly),  was  taken  for  the 
same  term  by  David  Demarest,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  24  gl. 
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The  same  day,  Jan  La  Montagne  secured  the  signatares  of  the 
magistrates  to  the  following  deed  for  his  Point,  written  in  Oc- 
tober preceding,  but  its  execution  for  some  cause  delayed.  It 
included  also  the  meadows  granted  him  some  years  before,  in 
exchange  for  some  others  at  Sherman's  Creek.  The  effect  of 
this  deed  was  to  release  whatever  claim  the  town  might  have 
acquired  from  Gov.  Nicoll's  Patent,  and  to  place  the  property 
on  a  common  footing  with  the  other  improved  lands,  so  that 
from  this  date  it  became  taxable  for  town  charges,  and  at  the 
same  time  invested  with  the  right  to  a  share  of  the  common 
lands  held  by  the  freeholders  in  joint  tenancy,  whenever  a  di- 
vision of  said  lands  should  be  made.  Hence  the  value  of  thia 
deed  to  Montagne,  and  to  Bogert,who  was  to  succeed  him  in 
that  estate. 

We,  Hon.  Magistrates,  with  the  vote  and  resolution  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  this  Town,  have  granted  forever  and  as  hereditary,  to  Jan  de  La 
Montagne,  a  piece  of  land,  with  the  meadows  thereto  annexed,  named 
Montagne's  Point,  formerly  possessed  by  his  late  father,  lying  within 
our  Town^s  jurisdiction,  bounded  on  the  north  side  by  a  creek  called 
Montague's  Kill ;  extending  from  the  East  Hiver  unto  a  little  fresh  water 
creek  running  between  Montague's  Flat  and  aforesaid  Point ;  on  the 
south  side  bounded  by  a  creek  and  a  meadow  and  by  hills,  to  the  afore- 
said little  fresh  water  creek  where  the  King's  Majesty  his  highway  goes 
oVer ;  with  the  Meadows  lying  in  the  Bend  of  Hellgate,  which  Mon- 
tagne beforenamed  has  had  in  exchange  for  the  Town  Lot's  meadows ; 
with  such  rights  and  privileges  as  are  granted  us  by  patent  and  still  re- 
main to  grant ;  provided  he  submit  to  such  laws  and  servitudes  as  with 
us  are  common  and  may  be  imposed,  without  that  we  or  our  Inhabitants, 
now  or  in  future  days,  shall  nave  any  claim  thereupon,  but  as  his  other 
patrimonial  property  may  enter  upon  and  use  or  sell,  as  he  may  resolve 
and  shall  choose,  saving  the  lord's  right.  For  further  security,  and  that 
our  deed  shall  have  greater  force  and  legal  authority,  we  the  Magistrates 
and  Constable  the  same  subscribe,  this  8ch  February,  Anno  1672,  in  New 
Haerlem. 

d.  tournkur. 

Resalvert  Waldron. 

Johannes  Yermelje. 

David  des  I^Iarest. 

PiETER  Roelefsek,  CoHstoble.* 

.*  The  frequent  use  already  made  of  this  deed,  has  led  us  to  give  an 
amended  translation  of  it  from  the  original  Dutch  text  of  Montagne  ;  and  we 
also  annex  a  verbatim  copy  of  said  original. 

Wy,  £.  Magistraten,  met  toestemminge  en  goetvinden  van  de  inwoonderen 
deser  durpe,  hebben  vergunt,  eeuwich  en  erffelyck,  aen  Jan  de  La  Mon- 
tagne, een  stuck  landt,  met  de  valeyen  daar  anex,  genaamt  Montangis  punt. 
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To  all  familiar  with  oar  modem  Manhattan,  with  its  fine 
aTenues,  its  railways,  and  ample  means  of  through  transit,  the 
following  action  of  the  Mayor's  Court  of  February  13th,  1672, 
must  at  least  prove  amusing.  It  was  in  the  Mayoralty  of  Mr. 
DelavalL 

The  Court  do  empower  Mr.  Cornelia  van  Ruyven  and  Mr.  Isaac  Bedlo, 
aldennen,  to  cause  the  former  orders  for  making  a  good  wagon  'path  be- 
twixt this  city  and  the  Town  of  HaerUm  to  be  put  into  strict  execution. 

The  record  proceeds  to  say  that "  it  is  still  found  unfinished," 
although  recommended  by  the  Governor,  ^*at  divers  times," 
and  enjoined  by  the  Court  upon  the  Overseers  both  of  Harlem 
and  the  Suburbs.  ^^  For  which  reason  many  complaints  have 
been  lodged,  yea,  that  people  wishing  lately  to  travel  over  that 
road  on  horseback  have  been  in  danger  of  losing  their  lives,  by 
the  negligent  keeping  of  the  said  road."  This  had  moved  the 
Governor  again  not  only  to  earnestly  recommend,  but  to  require 
its  immediate  completion,  **  forthwith,  without  any  delay." 
The  two  aldermen  commissioned  to  take  charge  of  it  were  in- 
structed, as  often  as  they  saw  fit,  to  summon  "  the  Overseers,  as 
well  of  Haerlem  as  of  the  outside  people  dwelling  hereabouts,*^ 
to  tell  them  **  how  very  ill  it  has  been  taken  that  the  previous 
orders  regarding  the  aforesaid  road  have  not  been  better  ob- 
served," and  '^  to  devise  means,  not  only  to  finish  said  road,  but 
to  keep  it  constantly  in  good  repair." 

eeityt  door  syn  vader  si.  gepossedeert,  gelegen  binnen  onse  onser  durps 
jnrisdictie,  bepaaltaen  de  noort  syde  met  een  kil  genaamt  Monta**^  Kil,  strec- 
kende  van  de  oosc  revier  tot  aen  een  verse  killcken  streckende  tussen  Mon- 
tangis  Vlackte  en  voom^  punt.  Aen  de  zuyt  zyde  bepaalt  met  een  kil  en  een 
valey  en  met  bergen,  lot  aen  de  voorn^  verse  kiUeken  daar  zyn  Kon*^  Majis*^ 
zyn  hooge  wech  overgaat,  met  de  valeyen  gelegen  in  de  bocht  vant  Hellegat 
die  Montagne  voom^^  gereuylt  heeft  heest  tegens  durps  lodts  valeyen  ;  met 
soodanige  gerechticheeden  en  privilegen  als  ons  by  patent  is  vergunt.  en 
noch  staat  te  vergunnen,  mits  hem  onderwerpende  sodanige  wetten  en  servi- 
tuten  als  ons  int  gemeen  is  en  sal  opgeleyt  worden,  sonder  dat  wy  ofte  ons 
ingesetenen,  nu  oft  ten  eeuwigen  dagen,  daar  iets  op  sullen  te  pretenderen 
hebben,  maar  gelyck  syne  andere  patrimoniale  goederen  sal  aenvaarden  en 
gebruycken,  of  verkoopen,  so  als  hy  sal  goetvinden  en  wille  kueren,  be- 
houdens  d*n  heer  zyn  recht.  Tot  meerder  verseekeringe  en  op  onser  gront- 
brief  meerder  kracht  en  echt  sal  r^rsorteren  hebben,  wy  magistraten  en  kon* 
supel  de  selve  onderteeckent,  Ay  8  Feb'y  Anno  1672,  in  Nieu  Haarlem. 

d.  tourneur. 

Resalvert  Waldron. 

Johannes  Verm^je. 

David  Desmarest. 

Pieter  Roelefsen,  Omtsiapel. 
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1672-1673, 

THE  DOBP,   OR  VILLAGE  ;  INCIDBNT8  AND  INSIGHTS 

THE  Town  Court  was  busied  April  23d,  1672,  with  an  investi- 
gation sought  by  David  Demarest  as  to  an  assault  made 
upon  him  the  day  before  by  GJaude  Delamater.  The  town's  folk 
being  at  work,  "  making  tight  the  fences  of  the  Calf  Pasture," 
Demajrest  fell  into  conversation  with  Ralph  Q(^y,  Mr.  Dela- 
valFs  man ;  after  which,  going  to  Delamater,  he  charged  him  as 
the  cause  of  Hcer  Delavall  being  at  variance  with  the  town ;  add- 
ing, that  before  he,  Delamater,  became  intimate  with  him,  De- 
lavall let  his  cows  go  with  the  herdsman.  Delamater  retorted 
that  ^'  he  lied  like  a  buffoon  and  a  bugger,"  and  seizing  Dema- 
rest by  the  coat  kicked  him.  Instinctively  the  latter  caught  up 
a  stone  and  threw  it,  hitting  Delamater  on  the  breast!  Here 
further  violence  was  stayed.  As  Demarest  was  a  magistrate, 
the  board  had  to  refer  the  e-ase  to  the  Mayor's  Court,  and  with 
that  view  took  the  evidence  of  Jean  le  Roy,  Adolph  Meyer, 
Gillis  Boudewynsen,  and  Lubbert  Gerritsen.  Joost  van  Obiinus 
bexsame  bail  for  Demarest's  appearance. 

John  de  La  Montague's  last  official  act  as  secretary  was  to 
record  this  affair  of  the  Calf  Pasture,  and  beneath  the  entry  his 
successor,  Vander  Vin  writes  :  *^  Here  ends  the  register  and 
protocol  of  the  deceased  J.  de  La  Montague,  kept  at  the  village 
of  N.  Haerlem."  And  years  after,  when  growing  infirmities 
foreshadowed  his  own  departure,  he  added  in  a  tremulous  hand, 
"  since  the  said  Jan  de  La  Montague  died  in  the  year  1672." 
Stuyvesant,  the  old  friend  of  )iis  father  and  family,  had  but  just 
preceded  him  to  the  grave.  He  made  liis  will  May  13th,  1672, 
of  which  we  have  only  the  date,  but  which  must  have  given  his 
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consort  the  fall  control  of  the  estate.  Two  years  later  the 
widow  closed  the  sale  of  the  farm  to  Bogert^  by  a  warranty 
deedy  dated  March  30th,  1674,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the 
3000  gl.,  and  conveying  for  herself  and  heirs  ;  having  power  to 
do  BOy  as  is  evident,  either  under  the  will  or  by  the  recognized 
rules  of  law,  since  she  acted  with  the  knowledge  and  oflBcial 
sanction  of  the  pnblic  secretary,  and  one  of  the  magistrates. 
Later  still— that  is,  on  Nov.  14th,  1679 — she  conveyed  for  300  gl. 
to  Mrs.  Bogert,  '^  aiithorized  by  her  husband/'  to  take  the  deed, 
the  parcel  called  the  Hop  Oarden  at  the  rear  of  the  farm,  or 
*^  lying  behind  the  land  of  John  Lou  we,  over  against  the  hilL'^ 
Montague  left  no  other  real  estate  here ;  that  owned  subse- 
quently by  his  son  Abraham  Montague  (the  only  son  that  re- 
mained at  Harlem)  being  derived  through  his  mother,  who 
bought  a  village  residence,  which  fell  to  Abraham  at  her  death 
in  1689.  True  the  latter  afterward  indulged  the  idea  that  he 
vas  entitled  to  a  share  of  the  common  land  in  virtue  of  his 
father^s  freehold,  but  the  town  held  that  such  right  had  passed 
to  Bogert. 

The  church  at  Harlem  lost  in  Montague  a  good  and  useful 
servant.  It  applied  soon  after  for  an  elder  to  represent  it  in  the 
Consistory  at  New  York,  under  whoso  charge  it  had  been  up  to 
this  time.  This  was  acceded  to,  and  by  an  agreement  made 
Wednesday,  June  19th,  1672,  the  Harlem  church  were  to  nomi- 
nate to  the  Consistory  a  double  number  of  suitable  persons  as 
elders  and  deacons  (the  first  institution  of  the  former  office 
here),  out  of  which  that  body  would  choose  one  to  serve  with 
theuL  Then  after  each  annual  election  made  in  this  indirect 
mode — an  exception  to  that  usual  in  the  Dutcli  churches — the 
pastor  at  New  York  was  to  preach  at  Harlem,  and  install  the 
new  ofBoera.  The  deacon  was  to  serve  two  years,  so  that  there 
should  always  be  two  in  office  ;  but  in  regard  to  the  eldership  the 
usage  of  the  church  was  not  followed,  as  but  one  elder  appears, 
for  many  years  later.  The  communicants  would  still  partake  of 
the  Lord's  Supper  at  the  Fort,  and  all  seeking  membership 
were  to  be  received  there  as  before.  It  was  also  agreed  to  pay 
"three  hundred  guilders  to  the  preachers  of  New  York,*' 
munelj.  Do.  Drisius  and  his  newly  inducted  colleague  Do« 
Nieuwenhuysen,  "  for  services  at  this  village." 
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111  this  manner  the  church  obtained  its  representatiye  elder 
and  deacon,  the  latter  being  Joost  van  Oblinas,  with  whom 
Daniel  Toameur,  acting  deacon,  was  to  serve  the  first  year. 
The  elder's  name  is  not  given.  For  the  installation  services, 
"  the  preacher"  received  /.  24,  and  /.  6  were  paid  Tennis  Cray 
for  "  fare,"  bringing  and  returning  the  domine,  we  presume. 
On  July  26th  Resolved  Waldron  paid  over  to  Deacon  Oblinus,  as 
treasurer,  the  balance  of  servant  in  the  deacon's  chest,  f,  2  :  15. 
The  new  cash-book  is  thus  prefaced  :  "  Daniel  Toumeur, 
Johannes  Verveelen,  and  John  de  La  Montague,  in  their  ac- 
counts, arc  remaining  indebted  to  the  deaconry,  /.  21  :  19." 
So  it  seems  that  on  revising  Montague's  accounts,  this  sum  ex- 
pended in  1665  for  the  dinner  to  Stuyvesant,  and  charged  to 
the  deacon's  fund,  was  disallowed.  The  collections  from  this 
time  average  about  two  florins,  or  eighty  cents,  per  Sabbath,  as 
shown  by  the  record  kept  by  Vander  Vin,  under  whose  load,  as 
voorleser,  the  Sunday  services  were  continued  with  much  regu- 
larity. Also,  as  appears,  they  religiously  observed  the  Voarbe- 
reyding — ^that  is,  the  Preparation  for  the  Lord's  Supper — on  the 
Friday  before  its  quarterly  celebration,  in  March,  June,  etc.  ; 
as  also  Kersdag,  or  Christmas  ;  Palm  Sunday ;  Faasche,  Pass- 
over or  Easter ;  Jfeinelvaarts-dag,  Ascension  Day,  and  Pinxtety 
or  Whitsuntide.  Allerheyligeny  or  All  Saints'  Day,  Nov.  1st, 
was  excluded  from  the  church  days,  but  was  often  named  as  the 
date  when  a  contract  or  term  of  service  should  begin  or  end. 

With  the  farmers,  Allerheyligen  usually  closed  the  grazing 
season.  Then  they  began  to  prepare  for  winter.  The  cattle 
were  taken  from  pasture,  and  the  stock  running  in  the  com- 
mons hunted  up  and  housed.  The  young  swine  often  ran  out 
all  winter,  but  were  liable  to  be  missing  when  sought  for.  Li- 
deed  certain  persons  about  Spuyten  Dujrvel  did  not  scruple  to 
embezzle  them.  It  was  an  old  trick  with  Tipjjctt,  who  with 
others  had  been  at  it  again  the  last  winter.  Arraigned  and 
convicted  at  the  Assizes,  Oct.  3d,  1672,  "  Jan  Hendricks,  called 
Captain"  (otherwise  Boch),  for  his  "  ingenuous  confession,*' 
was  excused ;  but  fines  and  stripes  were  imposed  on  Thomas 
Hunt,  Jr.,  and  George  Tipjiett,  and  fines  only  on  John  Heddy 
and  William  Smith. 

An  event  which  cast  a  gloom  over  the  community  at  Harlem 
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was  the  death  of  Gapt.  Richard  Morris  and  his  wife,  leaying  a 
tender  babe  to  the  care  and  sympathy  of  strangers.  Full  of 
hope  they  came  hither  from  Barbadoes,  where  they  had  been 
married  (she  as  Sarah'  Pool)  on  Aug.  17th,  1669.  Capt 
Matthias  Nicolls  thus  condoles  with  the  brother,  CoL  Lewis 
Morris,  of  Barbadoes,  in  a  letter  written  him  from  New  York, 
Oct  29th,  1672 :  "  I  cannot  but  reflect  upon  the  transitory 
condition  of  poor  mortals^  when  I  frequently  call  to  mind  in 
how  little  time  God  hath  been  pleased  to  break  a  family,  in 
taking  away  the  heads  thereof ;  first  a  yirtnous  young  woman 
in  the  prime  of  life,  and  then  a  man  full  of  strength  and  vigor, 
inured  to  hardships ;  while  there  is  remaining  only  one  poor 
blossom,  of  whom  yet  there  may  be  great  hope,  with  your  kind 
friendship,  for  it  is  a  lovely  healthy  child,  and  was  well  at  Har- 
lem, where  it  is  at  nurse,  and  I  went  to  see  it  yesterday.  I  was 
also  at  the  plantation  on  the  other  side,^*  etc.  The  "poor 
blossom, '^  an  infant  of  a  year  old,  afterward  became  the  dis- 
tinguished judge,  Lewis  Morris,  proprietor  of  the  manor  of 
Morrisania,  and  ancestor  of  the  Morris  family. 

An  effort  was  now  made  to  put  a  stop  to  the  controversies 
'^  about  some  meadow  in  difference,  beneath  the  Town  of  Ford- 
ham,"  being  lots  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  held  by  the  people  of  Harlem. 
Though  nothing  appears  to  have  come  of  it,  the  following  order 
upon  the  subject  is  interesting  : 

Whereas  the  Meadow  Ground  or  Valley  by  the  Creek  beneath  the 
town  of  Fordham  at  Spuyten  Duyvel  is  claimed  by  some  of  the  inhabit- 
aots  of  New  Harlem,  but  is  at  so  great  distance  from  them  and  lying 
unfenced,  and  so  near  the  Town  of  Fordham  that  those  of  Harlem  can 
receive  little  or  no  benefit  thereby,  as  the  inhabitants  of  Fordham  cannot 
avoid  being  daily  trespassers  ^ere,  if  the  propriety  there  shall  still 
continue  to  Harlem;  To  prevent  all  further  cavils  and  contests  upon 
that  subject,  as  also  for  an  encouragement  to  that  new  Plantation,  as 
well  as  in  compensation  to  those  of  Harlem  for  their  interest  which  they 
shall  quit  at  Spuyten  Duyvel ;  I  do  hereby  promise  and  engage  that  some 
convenient  piece  of  meadow  being  found  out  at  or  near  Bronx  Land,  in  my 
disposal,  I  shall  ^rwat  and  confirm  the  same  unto  the  persons  concerned  ; 

Erovided  the  said  grant  do  not  greatly  prejudice  the  rest  of  Bronx 
and  when  it  shall  be  settled  ;  and  I  do  refer  this  matter  to  Daniel 
Toumeur  and  David  des  Marest,  with  John  Archer,  to  make  inquiry 
hereunto,  and  make  report  thereof  unto  me  with  all  convenient  expedi- 
tion.    Given,  etc.,  this  9th  day  of  November,  1672. 

FRiiNcis  Lovelace. 
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A  nomination  for  town  oflScers  having  been  made  Nov.  2d, 
and  the  position  of  secretary,  vacant  since  the  death  of  Mon- 
tagne,  given  to  Vander  Vin,  he  was  confirmed  Dec.  3d  in  that 
office  for  which  he  was  peculiarly  fitted^  as  a  scholar  and  good 
penman.  On  Dec.  6th  Pierre  Cresson  and  Meyndert  Joumee 
were  chosen  fence-masters.  Another  quarrel  between  Daniel 
Toumeur  and  Resolved  Waldron,  now  retiring  magistrates,  was 
brought  to  a  friendly  issue  Dec.  12th.  As  in  a  similar  rupture 
between  them  six  years  before,  it  ran  so  high  that  Toumeur 
struck  Waldron.  The  latter  made  complaint  to  the  Mayor's 
Court,  on  the  day  A^ander  Vin  and  the  new  magistrates  were 
sworn  in.  The  defendant  being  absent,  the  case  was  referred 
to  the  new  board,  with  a  request  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to 
reconcile  the  belligerents.  In  this  they  succeeded  :  the  parties, 
binding  themselves  to  drop  all  their  differences  of  whatever 
kind  as  *^from  henceforth  dead  and  of  naught,"  agreed  "to 
live  hereafter  in  all  charity,  friendship,  and  peace,"  while  the 
first  one  to  raise  a  question  should  forfeit  50  gl.  for  the  poor. 

The  16th  of  the  same  December  tho  deacons  Tourneur  and 
Oblinus,  with  consent  of  magistrates  and  community,  let  out  at 
ppblic  auction  **  tho  loft  over  the  church  or  school-house." 
Mrs.  Maria  Vermilye  (Montague's  widow),  as  highest  bidder, 
took  it  for  a  year  at  20  gl.,  to  be  paid  tho  deacons.  On  giving 
up  tho  farm  to  Bogert,  she  ren^oved  to  the  village  and  soon 
bought  a  house  and  lot,  undoubtedly  that  adjoining  tho  river, 
and  before  owned  by  her  bjother,  Johannes  Vermilye. 

The  road  to  Harlem  was  at  length  finished  or  made  useable ; 
and  a  monthly  mail  between  New  York  and  Boston  was  officially 
announced,  to  set  out  for  the  first  on  Jan.  Ist,  1673.  Now  the 
novelty  of  tho  mounted  postman  reining  up  at  the  tavern,  with 
his  dangling  "  portmantles, "  crammed  with  *'  letters  and  small 
portable  goods,"  but  tarrying  only  so  long  as  necessary  to  de- 
liver his  mail  and  refresh  himself  and  horse,  added  another  to 
the  sights  and  incidents  which  filled  up  the  unwritten  colunms 
of  village  news. 

Vander  Vin  being  installed  in  his  duties  as  secretary.  Re- 
solved Waldron  on  Jan.  16th,  1673,  **  with  tho  advice  of  the 
constable  and  magistrates,"  delivered  to  him  the  valuable  title 
papers  of  the  town  ;  and  on  March  6th  he  obtained  from  Sieur 
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Jacob. Kip,  bi'other-in-law  of  Montagne,  the  old  protocol  and 
other  recordjB  kept  by  the  latter.  The  papers  handed  over  by 
Waldron  were  as  follows  : 

No.  1.  Patent  of  the  town  N.  Haerlem,  in  the  English. 

"  2.  Patent  of  the  said  town,  in  Dutch. 

*'  8.  Two  confirmations  of  the  same,  in  English. 

"  4.  Patent  in  Dutch. 

•*  5.  Ordinance  of  the  Mayor's  Court. 

**  6.  Extract  from  the  Mayor's  Court. 

"  7.  Procuratie  ad  lites, 

**  8.  Groundhrief  of  Spuyten  Duyvel. 

The  mention  of  "patents  in  Dutch/ Mn  the  above  list, is 
likely  to  mislead.  In  questions  affecting  their  landed  rights 
and  jurisdiction,  the  ordinance  of  1658,  under  which  Harlem 
was  settled,  is  so  often  appealed  to  as  to  make  it  quite  apparent 
that  the  inhabitants  during  the  Dutch  rule  knew  no  other 
official  grant  or  enactment  upon  which  these  rights  and  priv- 
ileges were  made  to  depend.  The  profound  silence  of  the  records 
as  to  any  other  general  grant  or  patent  to  Harlem  from  Gov. 
Stuyresant,  and  the  omission  to  recite  it,  as  was  usual,  in  the 
English  confirmatory  patents,  must  be  taken  as  proof  that  none 
was  ever  issued.  And  the  references  in  the  above  list  are 
plainly  not  to  such,  but  only  to  the  translations  of  the  two 
English  patents,  into  Dutch,  which  were  made  for  the  use  of  the 
inhabitants  who  did  not  read  English.  Thus  a  bill  of  Nicholas 
Bayard  for  services,  in  "  the  differences  of  the  town  with  Ford- 
ham  and  Toumeur,*'  contains  a  charge  "  forthe  translation  of  a 
groundhrief^'  (from  Dutch  into  English,  probably  No.  8  in  the 
foregoing  list,  being  the  Jansen  and  A^rtsen  Patent  which  Har- 
lem now  owned),  and  then  comes  the  item,  "  For  the  transla- 
tion  of  the  town's  patent,/.  20.'* 

The  new  and  oM  magistrates  in  joint  meeting  Jan.  16th, 
1673,  enacted : 

It  is,  with  the  common  consent,  resolved  and  established,  that  from 
BOW  forward  the  house  lots  {erven)  which  the  several  residents  of  this 
village  possess,  shall  pay  the  charges,  such  as  are  already  imposed,  or. 
may  still  be  imposed,  for  the  reduction  of  the  debts  and  expenses  of 
this  town  ;  imless  some  alteration  therein  shall  happen,  owing  to  the 
Tarious  hindrances  to  it  that  are  liable  to  come  :  bising  owned  as  fol- 
lows : 
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Resolved  Waldron 3  erven. 

Daniel  Tourneur 2  *' 

Glaude  le  Msdslre 2  " 

Joost  van  Oblinus * 8  " 

Coraelis  Jansen 2  " 

Pierre  Cresson 1  " 

Lubbert  Qerritsen : 1  " 

Adoiph  Meyer 1  " 

RobertHollis 1  " 

Jean  le  Roy 1  " 

Mr.  Dclavall 4  " 

Johannes  Verveelen 1  ** 

Meyndert  Journee 1  " 

David  Demarest. 1  ** 

Widow  Montague 1  ** 

Jan  Nagel 1  *  * 

Together 24^  erven. 

This  list  is  believed  to  embrace  (see  Map,  page  292),  the  erven 
proper^  marked  aiox{v  excepted) ;  the  small  house  lots  granted 
Jean  Demarest  and  Pelszer  not  appearing  as  yet  among  the  erven. 

By  the  death  of  Montagne  the  town  accounts  were  left  in  some 
disorder.  These  needed  careful  revision,  as  there  were  various 
town  debts  which  must  be  paid.  It  was  concluded,  in  this  con- 
nection, to  write  to  Pieter  Boelofaen,  at  Meapat  Kills — ^and 
which  was  accordingly  done — asking  him  to  be'present  on  the 
20th,  or,  at  farthest,  the  21st  instant,  to  give  an  account  of  hi« 
receipts  and  disbursements  while  serving  here  as  constable. 
The  business  of  Jan.  16th  ended  with  making  up  the  rate  list 
for  300  gl.  to  be  paid  the  ministers,  as  had  been  agreed  upon. 
Meynard  Journee  being  sick,  Jan.  25th,  made  his  will,  naming 
his  wife  Elizabeth  du  Mont ;  alludes  to  '^  children."  Appoints 
Sieur  Demarest  and  Oblinus  overseers  of  his  estate. 

After  a  second  summons  Pieter  Boelofsen  attended  on  Feb. 
4th  and  gave  a  statement  of  his  accounts  while  constable  in 
1671  and  1672,  and  by  which  it  appeared  that  he  had  collected 
from  sundry  persons  named  the  sum  of  76  fl.  10  st.  in  wheat, 
sewant,  and  firewood,  and  paid  the  same  to  Mr.  John  Sharp 
toward  the  liquidation  of  his  claim  of  92  fl.,  the  batanee  being 
more  than  cancelled  by  a  load  of  wood,  20  fl.  delivered  to  Sharp 
by  Resolved  Waldron.*  The  subject  being  resumed  the  follow- 
ing day,  the  5th,  it  was  resolved,  with  the  advice  of  Mr.  Delavall, 

*  John  Sharp  was  a  "  Public  Notary,**  at  New  York  ;  his  appointment 
dating  Dec.  i,  1665.    This  charge  was  probably  for  legal  services. 
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to  reYise  all  the  town  acconnts  from  the  year  1664,  and  all 
creditors  and  debtors  were  notified  to  make  np  and  hand  in 
their  statements  on  the  6th  of  Mareh^  to  be  examined  by  the 
old  and  present  magistrates.  The  next  day^  at  the  request 
of  the  Voorleser  (Vander  Vin),  the  constable  was  directed  t:> 
collect  his  salary  as  per  the  list  of  "  free-will  contributors/' 

Upon  the  investigation  which  took  place,  March  6th,  it  **  was 
found  that  the  accounts  of  J.  de  La  Montague  and  J.  Verveelen 
upon  their  books  concerning  the  town,  were  balanced  on  the 
15th  of  February,  1671,  and  that  there  is  due  Verveelen  from 
the  town  87  gl.  10  st.,  and  that  Montague  is  charged  with  208  gl. 
for  his  particular,  or  as  having  been  collector ;  so  that  the  town 
have  no  further  interest  in  their  transactions  but  to  let  them 
rest,  and  from  now  forward  to  make  up  new  accounts  of  the 
town's  debts,  and  to  find  the  means  to  discharge  and  pay  the 


Ao.  1678,  the  6th  March.  List  of  the  Creditors  of  the  town  of  N. 
Hterlem,  as  a  part  were  given  in  the  5th  January,  1671,  and  now  are 
found,  to  wit: 

John  Sharp  according  to  account ^.  92  :    0 

Abraham  La  Noy  or  Fredr.  Gysbertsen 68  :    0 

Daniel  Toumeur 78  :  16 

Johannes  Vennelje 24  :    0 

Resolved  Waldron 41  :    4 

Joost  van  Oblinus 6  :  15 

Meyndert  Journee 8  :    0 

Peter  Cresson 4:    0 

Comelis  Jansen 2:10 

Glaude  le  Maistre 6  :  10 

David  des  Marest 2:    0 

Jean  le  Roy 4  :  10 

Capt  Nicolls  for  the  patoit 882  :    0 

Johannes  Verveelen 87  :  10 

Paulas  Richard  for  the  land  at  Spuyten  Duy vel 800  :    0 

For  twoyears'  interest  @  6  pr.  ct 86  :    0 

Metje  Weasels 26:    0 

Por  the  preacher  when  the  confirming  of  elder  and  dea- 
cons happened 24  :    0 

For  fare  to  Theunis  Crey 6  :    0 

To  victuals  and  drink 85  :  10 


Total 1175  :    5 

Also  due  Warner  Wesscls 8  :    8 

and  Comelis  Jansen 86  :    0 

The  above  exhibits  the  original  amounts  in  full,  upon  which 
partial  payments  had  been  made  by  some  of  the  inhabitants 
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who  were  to  hav^e  credit  for  the  same  in  the  town  rate  now  to 
be  levied.  Sharp's  bill  had  been  paid,  as  before  seen,  and  a 
considerable  sum  on  the  patent.*  Jaques  Gresson,  formerly 
constable,  reported  the  receipt  -  of  66  fl.  10  st.  in  wheat  and 
sewant,  from  the  following  persons  (apon  the  assessment  ordered 
May  1st,  1670),  and  to  have  paid  it  on  the  patent,  viz. : 

Johannes  Verveelen /.  9  :    0 

Joost  van  Oblinus 12  :    0 

Jaques  Cresson 7:15 

Resolved  Waldron 13  :  14 

David  Demarest 6  :    0 

Peter  Cresson. 7  :  15 

Jean  le  Roy Tt  15 

Isaac  Vermeille 2  :  11 

Ao.  1678,  the  6th  March  ;  List  of  the  Lands  and  Erven  of  the 
Town  N.  Haerlem,  to  contribute  to  and  discharge  the  aforesaid  debte, 
whereof  i  must  come  from  the  Erven,  and  }  parts  from  the  Lands ;  and 
amount  for  each  erf  to  16  gl.  6  st.  and  for  each  morgen  of  land  to  8  gl 
Ust 

Thomas  Delavall 4  erven ;  48  morgen  ;  242  gl.  16  st 

Nos.  8,  12,  19,  20,  21,  22  «lochem  Pieters. 

Nos.  12,  18,  16,  22  Van  Eeulen's  Hook. 
Glaude  le  Maistre 2  erven ;  15  morgen:  88  gl.  2  st. 

Nos.  14,  15  J.  P.    No.  21  V.  K.  H. 
Comeiis  Jansen 2  erven ;  18  morgen  ;  99  gL  4  st 

Nos.  2,  18  J.  P.     Nos.  6,  15  V.  K.  H. 
Jean  le  Roy..  .* 1  erf;  9  morgen  ;  49  gl.  12  st 

No.  11  J.  P.     No.  1  V.  K.  H. 

Daniel  Toumeur 2  erven ;  21  morgen  ;  110  gl.  6  st. 

.                .       Nos.  1,  17  J.  P.     Nos.  17,  18.  19  V.  K.  H. 
Lubbert  Cierritsen 1  erf ;  12  morgen  ;  60  gl.  14  st 

Nos.  4,  9  J.  P. 
Johannes  Yerveelen. . .  .2  erven  ;  15  morgen ;  88  gl.  2  st 

No.  10  J.  P.     Nos.  7,  8,  14,  ^9  V.  K.  H. 
Divtd  des  Marest 1  erf ;  8  moigen ;  45  gl.  18  st 

No.  7  J.  P.    f  of  No.  5  V.  K.  H. 

*  Capt.  NicoLLS  transferred  his  bill  for  writing  the  patent  to  Reyoier 
Willemsen,  baker,  to  whom  the  town  Officers,  Apl.  5,  1676,  gave  a  Note  in 
these  terms : 

**  We  Constable  and  Magistrates  of  the  town  of  New  Haerlem,  acknowl- 
edge to  be  truly  and. honestly  indebted,  in  name  of  the  common  inhabit- 
ants of  this  town,  to  and  for  the  behoof  of  Reynier  Willemsen,  in  the  sum 
of  332  guilders,  upon  the  Patent,  on  account  of  Capt.  Matthias  Nicolls,  de- 
ductinff  what  may  be  found  to  have  been  paid  thereon :  which  aforesaid 
sum  of  332  guilders  we  promise  to  pay  in  the  first  ensuing  January,  1677, 
without  default,  under  bond  pursuant  t6  the  laws." 

The  amount  yet  due  on  the  above  Feb.  19,  1677,  was  253  gl.,  on  which 
sums  were  paid  from  time  to  time  till  16S3,  when  Constable  Vermilye  made 
the  final  payment  of  15  gl. 
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Joogt  van  Oblinus 8  erven  ;  12  morgen ;  93  gl.  6  st. 

No.  18  J.  P.     Nos.  10,  11  V.  K.  H. 
Pierre  Cresson 1  erf ;  9  morgen  ;  49  gl.  12  st. 

No.  5  J.  P.     No.  20  V.  K.  H. 
Resolved  Waldron 2  erven ;  16  morgen ;  88  gl.  2  st 

No.  8  J.  P.     Nos.  2,  8,  J4,  ^9  V.  K.  H. 
Jan  Nagel J  erf ;  ^  morgen  ;  30  gl.  7  st. 

No.  16  J.  P. 
Isaac  Yermeille 1  morgen ;  3  gl.  14  st 

i  of  No.  5  V.  K.  H. 
Ifevnard  Joumee 1  erf ;  9  morgen ;  49  gl.  12  st 

No.  6  J.  P.    No.  14  V.  K.  H. 
Jean  La  Montagne 18  morgen ;  66  gl.  12  st. 

The  Point.* 

Johannes  Vermel je 1  erf ;  16  gl.  6  st. 

Robert  Hollis. 1  erf ;  16  gl.  6  st. 

Total 24}  erven  ;  216  morgen ;  1198  gl.  11  st 

The  following  important  document  throws  light  upon  the  his- 
tory of  Montague's  Flat : 

Upon  this  day,  8th  March^  1678,  appeared  before  me,  Heodrick  J. 
Yandervin,  Secretary,  admitted  by  the  Hon.  Mayor's  Court  at  New  York, 
residing  at  the  village  N.  Haerlem  ;  the  undersigned  inhabitants  of  N. 
Haerlem,  as  also  owners  and  possessors  of  the  land  called  Montagne^ %  Flat, 
lying  under  this  Town's  jurisdiction  ;  who  together  promised  to  inclose 
the  aforesaid  piece  of  land  in  a  common  fence,  and  to  use,  until  the 
building,  planting,  or  dwelling  on,  or  as  every  of  them  •  shall  think 
proper  to  do  with  his  part ;  and  if  it  happen  that  they  in  common  of 
either  separately  should  be  troubled  by  any  one,  who  would  bring  the 
ownership  and  ])08session  in  question,  and  would  offer  them  jointly  or 
either  singly,  any  nuilestation  concerning  it,  on  account  of  the  owner- 
ship of  the  aforesaid  land  ;  therefore  the  undersigned  covenant,  jointly 
or  each  separately,  to  defend  them  there-against,  and  to  maintain  one 
another  in  their  rights  (which  they  have  in  the  same  ;)  protesting 
against  such  as  to  all  costs,  damages,  or  losses  which,  by  any  interference, 
they  jointly,  or  either  in  particular,  may  be  put  to.  In  witness  of  the 
sincerity  of  these  above  standing  conditions,  this  has  been  written,  and 
Subscribed  with  our  own  bauds.  Thus  done  and  passed  at  N.  Haerlem, 
on  the  date  as  above. 

David  des  Marbst, 
Glaudb  lb  Maistbb, 
Daniel  Tournbub,  » 

C0BNEI.IB  Janeen, 
Resolved  Waldbon, 

This  mark  made 
LOUBBNS  ^  JaNSBX, 

by  himself. 
Jaw  Dtckman. 
In  presence  of  me 

Hendr.  J.  VAin>R.  ViN,  Secretary. 

*  Montagne  was  to  deliver  this  property  to  Bogert  free  and  unincum 
berad,  hence  this  was  properly  charged  to  him. 
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Though  not  so  much  as  hinfced  from  what  quarter  trouble 
was  apprehended,  circumstances  plainly  point  to  the  old  Mon- 
tague patent  or  groundbrief.  Montague's  Point,  as  we  have 
seen,  had  just  received  a  new  owner,  Jan  Louwe  Bogert  On 
Jan.  16th,  1673,  the  constable  and  magistrates,  with  a  view  of 
fixing  a  limit  to  Bogert's  lands,  held  under  the  bill  of  sale  from 
Montague,  had  passed  a  resolution  to  estimate  said  lands  at  18 
morgen,  which  allowed  2  morgen  for  the  Hop  Garden.  The 
deed,  which  only  awaited  the  final  payment,  was  soon  to  be 
given  by  Mrs.  Montague,  and  Bogert  was  iUready  '^  in  posses- 
sion.'' It  was,  doubtless,  in  anticipation  of  some  interference 
on  the  part  of  their  new  neighbor  or  the  Montagues,  or  both, 
which  now  led  the  owners  to  fence  in  the  Flat,  and  to  join  in  a 
covenant  to  protect  themselves  against  any  rival  claimants.* 

Indeed  it  appears  that,  in  common  with  others  who  had  built 
up  claims  wj^on  the  old  defunct  groundbriefs,  some  of  the  Mon- 
tague family  indulged  a  hope  of  getting  their  groundbrief  con- 
firmed, with  the  view  of  claiming  portions  of  the  Flat  In  this, 
as  is  apparent,  neither  of  the  sons  of  Dr.  La  Montague  took  any 
part.     The  compromise  with  John  La  Montague  in  1661,  which 

*  Op  huyden  8  Marty  1673:  Compareerde  voor-my  Hendr.  J:  Vandr. 
Vin,  Secrets :  by  de  E.  gr.  achtbr.  Mayor  Court  tot  N:  Yorcke  geadroit- 
teert :  Ten  Durpe  N:  Haerlem  resideren :  de  ondergesn.  ingesetenen  van 
N:  Haerlem,  alsroede  eygenaers  enr.  possesseuren  van  bet  lant  genaemt 
Moniagnes  Vlackte  gelegen  onder  deses  durps  jurisdictie,  de  welcke  ver- 
claerden  gesamentlk.  bet  voorsn.  stuck  lant,  in  gemeene  beyningfa  te  be- 
st uy  ten  enr.  te  gebniycken,  tot  den  bouw,  plan  ten,  of  wooning ;  of  soo 
ider  van  baer  voor  syn  gedeelt  sal  geraden  duncken,  enr.  oft  gebeurde.  dat 
sy  int  gemeen  of  ider  int  bysonder»  mogbten  werden  getroubleert,  door 

t'mant»  die  den  eygendom  enr.  possessie  wilde  in  twyflel  trecken.  enr. 
taerln.  gesamentlk.  of  ider  int  bysonder,  eenigb  molest  (dien  aengaendeX 
wilde  doen,  wegens  den  eygendom  vant  voorsn.  lant ;  Soo  verbinden  i% 
ondeigesn.  gesamentlk.,  of  ider  int  bysonder,  haer  daer  tegen  te  beschermen 
ende  malcanderen  in  bare  gerechtigbeyt  (die  sylidn.  op  bet  selve  syn  beb- 
bende),  te  mainteneren :  protesterenn.  tegens  soodanige  ivan  alle  costen, 
scbaden  enr.  interessen,  die  baerln.  gesamentlk.  or  ider  int  bysonder,  door 
eenigb  molest  mogbte  werden  aengedaen :  Oirconde  der  waerbeydt  vant 
geene  voorsn.  staet,  hebben  dit  doen  scbryven  ende  met  eygen  banden  on- 
derts :    Aldus  gedaen  enr.  gepasseert  tot  N:  Haerlem,  dato  ut  supra. 

David  des  Marest,  Resalvert  Waldron, 

Glaude  le  Maistre,  ,        d»t  n»a«k  by 

Daniel  Toumeur,  Lourens  +  Janscn. 

ComeliesYansen,  ja„  D^JxkSSf ' 

In  kennisse  van  my 

Hendr.  J:  Vandr.  Vin,  Secrets: 
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secared  him  the  Point  (for  which  the  town  gave  him  a  deed  in 
1672),  was  to  him  and  his  children  an  estoppel  to  any  further 
claim  upon  the  Vredendal  lands,  and  there  is  no  intimation  that 
he  or  they  ever  made  any  such  claim.  With  his  brother  William 
the  same  was  no  doubt  true,  since  his  assent  to  the  disposal  of 
the  Flat  appears  in  that  he  not  only  drew  and  sold  some  of  that 
land,  but  subsequently  withheld  his  name  from  a  petition  to 
Oor.  Fletcher  for  a  confirmation  of  the  old  groundbrief .  With- 
out question  the  Flat  came  within  the  agreement  of  1663, 
between  Stuyresant  and  Council  and  the  inhabitants  of  Harlem, 
that  the  tithes,  or  tenths  of  the  produce  of  their  cultivated 
kinds  for  the  years  1666  to  1672,  both  inclusive,  should  be  ap- 
pUed  for  the  benefit  of  the  original  grantees  who  held  the 
groundbriefs,  their  heirs  or  creditors.  This  agreement,  by 
which  the  tenths  were  substituted  for  the  8  gl.  per  morgen,  was 
alike  binding  on  the  government  and  the  landholders,  and  was 
limited  in  its  effects  to  the  term  of  years  named.  If  carried  out 
m  good  faith,  there  must  terminate  the  demands  both  of  the 
said  original  grantees  and  their  creditors.  It  seemed  to  favor 
tiie  then  owners,  for  the  amount  of  tithes  to  be  paid  must  de- 
pend upon  what  the  land  should  be  made  to  yield  ;  but  had  the 
Dutch  rule  continued  no  doubt  the  government  would  have 
held  these  owners  strictly  to  this  condition,  and  the  proceeds 
from  Montague's  Flat  would  have  been  applied  toward  cancel* 
ling  the  debt  due  from  Dr.  Montagne  to  the  West  India  Com- 
pany. It  might  be  argued  that  these  payments  being  limited 
to  seven  years,  had  the  Flat  for  that  time  been  under  tillage  it 
would  have  taken  a  husbandry,  then  and  there  unknown,  to  have 
made  the  tenths  pay  Dr.  Montague's  debt,  which  as  early  as 
1662  amounted,  by  his  own  figuring,  to  1130  gl.,  but  by  that  of 
the  public  bookkeeper  to  not  less  than  1936  gl ;  and  that  the 
tithes  being  insufficient  to  satisfy  this  claim,  the  balance  would 
still  be  against  Montagne  ! 

But  the  change  of  government,  in  1664,  was  alike  fatal  to 
this  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  tenths,  and  to  the  old 
groundbriefs  on  which  it  was  predicated ;  the  English,  as  we 
have  seen,  refusing  to  confirm  the  latter  within  the  Harlem 
patent,  and  holding  them  to  be  null  and  void,  while  it  also  ig- 
nored the  system  of  tithes  which  had  worked  badly  for  the 
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country,  and  "  did  much  hinder  the  populating  of  it."  Mob- 
tagne's  Flat  having  lain  as  commons,  unfenced  and  untilled, 
h^  indeed  yielded  nothing  but  pasturage,  nothing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  tithes.  Therefore  the  owners  (with  whom  must  be 
named  Capt.  Delavall,  who  had  a  small  lot  there,  of  4  morgen 
320  rods,  bought  of  Sin^on  de  Buine),  being  released  from  their 
obligation  to  render  the  tithes,  while  the  Montague  heirs  were 
still  liable  to  some  demand  from  the  government,  which  assumed 
to  collect  all  other  debts  due  the  West  India  Company  (even  to 
small  charges  on  their  books  for  unpaid  passage  money),  these 
heirs  were  easily  led  to  look  upon  the^agreement  under  which 
they  had  given  up  the  Flat  as  thereby  vitiated,  and  to  fall  back 
upon  their  old  groundbrief  as  entitled  to  confirmation.  Could 
they  have  succeeded  it  would  have  been  a  nice  operation  for 
them,  as  the  lands  had  risen  in  value,  and  lots  on  the  Flat  now 
brought  44  guilders  per  morgen.  But  to  the  credit  of  the 
English  rulers  they  did  not  attempt  so  unfair  a  proceeding  as 
to  enforce  the  claim  against  the  Montague  heirs,  while  at  the 
same  time  relieving  the  landholders  of  their  obligation  to  pay 
the  tithes.  A  majority,  and  no  doubt  all,  of  the  eight  propri- 
etors of  the  Flat  had  documentary  titles,  five  at  least,  as  hereto- 
fore noticed,  holding  particular  patents  from  government,  and 
Demarest  deriving  through  the  Montagnes  themselves.  The 
aggregate  of  their  lands,  contained  in  nine  lots,  amounted  to 
54  morgen,  as  afterward  rated  and  taxed  ;  to  which  being  added 
another  lot  which  lay  there  vacated  or  untaxed  till  1725,  made 
60  morgen,  as  reckoned,  in  the  entire  Flat.  This  came  by  a 
generous  allowance  to  the  morgen,  the  Flat  being  correctly  esti- 
mated, in  the  Montague  groundbrief,  at  100  morgen.  Here 
was  the  real  bone  of  contention.  The  Montagnes  regarded  as 
of  right  theirs  the  excess  over  the  quantity  the  eight  owners  were 
entitled  to.  But  the  inhabitants  took  another  view,  and  in 
which  the  government  concurred,  namely,  that  so  much  of  the 
Flat  as  was  undisposed  of  belonged  to  the  common  lands  of  the 
town,  as  granted  and  confirmed  to  them  by  Nicolls  and  Love- 
lace. The  government  adhering  to  the  policy  laid  down  by 
Stuyvesant  regarding  the  old  groundbrief,  saw  no  reason  to 
make  the  Montague  groundbrief  an  exception.  It  respected  the 
act  of  the  Dutch  government,  which  allowed  the  tenths  to  offset 
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the  Montagne  debt,  but  also  held  the  heirs  to  their  act  in  the 
surrender  of  the  Flat.  Hence  it  could  never  bo  prevailed  upon 
to  confirm  the  old  groundbrief.* 

•  Pierre  Cresson  and  Bachel  Cloos  his  wife,  "  both  being  sound 
of  body/'  made  their  joint  will,  March  15th,  1673 ;  Comelis 
Jausen  and  Jan  Nagel  witnesses.  How  sensible  and  wise  thus; 
in  health,  to  calmly  weigh  the  fact  of  their  mortality,  and  de- 
liberately set  their  house  in  order !  Leaving  fifty  guilders  to 
"  the  church  at  New  York,''  they  say,  "  whereas  their  daughter 
Susannah  has  enjoyed  as  a  marriage  poiiion  the  value  of  two 
hundred  guilders,  so  the  testators  will  that  at  the  decease  of  the 
longest  liver  each  of  their  other  children  then  living  shall  draw 
the  like  200  guilders,  and  our  youngest  son  Elie,  if  he  is  under 
the  age  of  sixteen  years,  also  a  new  suit  of  clothes  becoming  to 
his  person,  from  head  to  foot." 

Gabriel  Carbosie,  the  miller,  and  his  wife  Brieta  Wolferts, 
"  both  sound  of  body,"  also  made  their  will,  on  April  18th  en- 
suing, and  which  was  witnessed  by  Jan  Ijouwe  van  Schoonre^ 
woerd  and  Comelis  Jansen.  They  gave  six  guilders  "  to  the 
poor  of  the  Lutheran  congregation  at  New  York."  Each  by 
former  marriages  had  had  children,  but  none  had  come  from 
their  own  as  yet. 

•  On  March  30th,  *'  being  Sunday  and  Paas,"  the  quiet  and 
good  order  of  the  village  waa  broken  by  a  most  shameful  affray, 
the  more  scandalous  considering  the  standing  of  some  of  the 
parties.  .About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  young  Samuel 
Demarest  falling  in  with  Daniel  Tourneur,  Jr.,  began  to  tease 
him  by  asking  why  he  had  prated  so  much  in  Coenraet  Ten 
Eyck's  shop  in  New  York,  that  Glaude  Dclamater's  son  should 

*  A  Petition  was  addressed  to  Gov.  Fletcher  in  1695,  in  the  name  of 
John  Louwe  Bogert,  William  Montagne,  his  sister  Mrs.  Jacob  Kip,  and 
nephew  Johannes  Van  Inborgh,  who  claimed  to  be  seized ^  and  by  descent  as 
well  ess  mean  assurance  in  the  law,  owners  of  the  patent  granted  by  Gov. 
Kieft  to  Dr.  Montagne  ;  and  prayed  for  a  confirmation  of  said  patent,  as 
they  were  now  willing  to  divide  the  same.  But  William  Montagne,  then  of 
Ulster  CO.,  did  not  sign  this  petition ;  neither  did  Abraham  Montagne,  of 
Harlem  (son  of  John),  which  is  remarkable,  considering  the  claim  to  the 
Montagne  lands  set  up  in  our  day,  under  a  title  purporting  to  be  derived 
from  him.  The  petition  being  referred  to  the  Attorney  General  for  his 
opinion  received  no  further  notice.  A  better  knowledge  of  this  old  ex- 
ploded claim  than  that  afforded  by  the  iamily  traditions,  might,  in  the  case 
above  alluded  to,  have  saved  a  protracted  and  fruitless  litigation. 
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fight  (plockhairen)  with  him^  and  added  that  he^  Toameur^  was 
a  blaffert,  a  bully.  Tourneur  answered  angrily,  "  Young- 
ster, hold  your  mouth,  or  I'll  give  you  some  knocks."  The 
other  said  he  would  not ;  on  which  Daniel  made  good  his  threat, 
with  a  blow  or  two.  Now  ran  up  Samuel's  elder  brother  Jean, 
and  then  David,  to  take  his  part,  and  there  was  a  free  use  of 
fists,  stones,  and  sticks,  which  Mr.  Oipsen  (Gibbs),  who  saw  the 
melee,  tried  in  vain  to  stop,  telling  the  Demarests,  **  Three 
against  one  is  not  fair."  The  fathers  of  the  combatants  now 
reached  the  scene  of  action,  and  with  Tourneur  came  his  pros- 
pective son-in-law,  Dyckman,  '^  with  his  drawn  knife  in  his 
hand,"  and  who  clinched  and  got  "  the  young  David  Demarest 
under,"  exclaiming,  "  This  shall  cost  you  your  life  !"  At  the 
same  time  Joris  Jansen  van  Hoom  caught  hold  of  Jean  Dema- 
rest, and  struck  him  several  times  in  the  face  with  his  fist; 
while  the  elder  Tourneur,  who  had  turned  upon  the  father, 
drew  his  knife  and  tried  to  stab  him,  but  David,  using  only  a 
stick,  gave  his  assailant  a  stunning  blow  on  the  head,  *^  so  that 
he  fell  down."  Gillis  Boudewyns  saw  the  whole  affray  from 
the  beginning,  and  with  Pierre  Cresson  testified  to  this  stabbing ; 
for  by  this  time  many  of  the  villagers  beside  those  named  were 
drawn  to  the  spot  by  the  uproar,  as  Isaac  Vermeille,  Jean  Dela- 
mater,  Le  Eoy,*  Vander  Vin,  and  Nagel,  with  Pieter  Claessen, 

*  Simeon  Cornier  had  bought  Le  Roy'i  house  and  lands,  Feb.  24,  1672, 
but  it  was  not  till  Maj  2,  1674,  that  Le  Roy,  acknowledging  payment,  gave 
a  deed  and  possession.  Cornier  and  w.  Nicole  Petit  (also  called  Petit- 
mangin  and  Piemainte)  joined  the  church  at  New  Amsterdam,  Oct.  2,  1662, 
having  just  arrived  from  Mannheim,  via  Holland,  as  has  been  noticed. 
Entering  the  military  service,  and  promoted  to  a  corporalqr,  he  was  given 
his  choice,  at  the  English  conquest,  either  to  return  to  Europe  with  the 
Dutch  forces  or  to  remain  here.  As  he  chose  the  latter,  the  government 
remitted  his  passage  money,  which  was  yet  unpaid.  He  went  to  Suten 
Island,  and  engaged  in  farming,  his  old  calling  in  France.  He  received  at 
H.  the  marks  of  respect  due  to  his  character  and  abilities.  On  the  Dutch 
reoccupation  in  1673,  trouble  being  feared  from  the  English,  Cornier  was 
fitly  chosen  as  a  corporal  in  the  Night  Watch,  and  two  years  later,  duriag 
the  Indian  troubles,  held  the  like  command.  He  also  served  as  deacon ; 
but  selling  his  lands,  July  26, 1675,  to  Paul  Richard,  he  removed  to  N.  Y., 
a  few  months  later.  In  1686  he  m.,  as  a  second  w.,  Tryntie  Walings  van 
Winckel,  wid.  of  Cornells  Tacobsen  Stille,  who  had  lived  at  H.,  anc  of  the 
Somerindykeand  Woertendyke  families.  See  p.  151,  and  A^.  K  G,  &*  B.  Rec^ 
ord,  1876,  p.  49.  The  day  he  bought  it  Richard  sold  Comier's  property  to 
David  Demarest,  Jr.  We  know  not  when  Cornier  d.,  nor  that  he  left  cnn., 
but  take  for  his  desc.  Capt,  Peter  Corne,  of  N.  Y.,  merchant,  and  commander 
of  a  privateer  in  the  old  French  war,  who  still  lived  in  the  city  during  the 
Revolution.     See  Dyckman  family. 
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Thomas  Etherington,  and  Elias  Bailey,  who  happened  to  be  at 
the  village.  A  stop  was  now  put  to  the  fight,  but  young  Tour- 
nenr,  still  excited,  said,  '^  Wait,  wait !  this  is  not  the  last  time.'' 
The  elder  Toumeor  has  the  benefit  of  a  doubt,  as  Jean  Dela- 
mater,  the  innocent  cause  of  the  tumult,  declared  ^'  that  he  had 
not  seen  that  Daniel  Toumeur  stabbed  David  Demarest" 

High  Sheriff  AUard  Anthony,  on  being  notified  of  this  flagrant 
breach  of  the  peace,  held  a  court  at  Harlem,  the  next  day,  and 
took  the  testimony  of  several  witnesses;  but  a  hiatus  in  the 
minutes  of  the  Mayor's  Court  probably  deprives  us  of  the  sequel 
of  this  affair,  in  which,  however,  no  lives  were  lost,  and  but 
slight  personal  injury  sustained  !  Tourneur  was  about  as  usual, 
April  5th,  when  he  leased  to  Jan  Dircksen,  or  "Jan  the 
Soldier,"  os  before  called,  "  a  certain  piece  of  woodland,  lying 
at  Menepas  Kill,"  with  meadow  on  "  the  kill  of  boor  Aert  and 
Jan  de  Paep,"  for  the  term  of  three  years,  the  lessee  to  build 
his  own  dwelling-house,  and  leave  three  morgen  of  land  cleared 
and  fenced  ;  to  all  which  Jan  Dyckman  and  Balph  Doxey  are 
witnesses. 

Society  was  not  very  polished  in  those  days,  and  was  still 
wedded  to  the  old  ideas  about  personal  prowess — pluck  and 
muscle,  never  mind  what  called  them  forth,  were  things  to 
boast  of  and  applaud.  The  younger  combatants  might  glory  in 
this  general  knock-down,  and  little  fear  the  opprobrium ;  but 
for  the  two  elderly  ones  holding  high  positions,  Demarest  a 
magistrate,  and  Tourneur  a  deacon,  sober  retrospection  no 
doubt  brought  shame  and  regret.  But  we  must  discriminate 
between  Toumeur,  rash,  even  dastardly,  and  Demarest,  more 
temperate  in  his  Picard  impulses,  and  probably  acting  in  self* 
defence  only.  The  latter,  a  few  weeks  later  (Aug.  23d)  was 
re-elected  to  the  magistracy  ;  but  then  Toumeur,  a  man,  mauger 
bis  faults,  of  generous  instincts  and  of  great  energy,  and  to 
whose  tact  and  abilities  the  town  owed  much  of  its  success,  had 
just  closed  an  active  life  and  been  laid  to  rest.  He  is  last  no- 
tieed  May  12th,  when  he  subscribed  as  witness  to  an  engage- 
ment of  Thomas  Selligh,  late  in  his  employ,  to  work  a  year  for 
Wallerand  du  Montr,  of  Esopus.  Toumeur's  death  made  the 
first  break  in  the  company  of  Nicolls  Patentees.  It  probably 
followed  close  upon  Dyckman's  espousal  (Juno  15th)  to  his 
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daughter  Madeleine.  We  notice  that  Dyckman's  old  friend 
Arent  Harmans  Bussing,  with  whom  he  had  left  his  native 
Bentheim,  had  just  before  married  Susanna  le  Maistre^  Glaude's 
daughter,  both  brides  having  been  bom  at  Flatbush,  soon  after 
their  parents  emigrated.* 

This  chapter  of  incidents  may  fitly- close  with  a  glance  at  the 
village  of  New  Harlem  as  it  was  in  the  autumn  of  1673.  f  How 
quaint  an  aspect  has  the  Dutch  settlement  as  e'en  now  its  plain 
wooden  tenements,  embowered  in  foliage  whose  variegated  hues 
already  tell  the  declining  year,  rise  modestly  to  view.  Their 
humble  eaves,  keeping  line  with  the  street,  lift  themselves  but 
one  low  story,  yet  the  extraordinary  slope  of  the  thatched  roof 
gives  space  to  the  loft  above,  so  useful  for  many  domestic  pur- 
poses. Aside  the  house,  quite  too  near  for  entire  safety,  stands 
the  ample  and  well-stored  "  schuer"  or  barn,  in  its  squatty 
eaves  and  lofty  ridge  the  very  counterpart  of  the  dwelling,  but 
by  a  noticeable  contrast  turning  its  gable  with  huge  gaping 
doors  to  the  highway,     In  the  spaces  between  buildings  and 


*  Wallerand  du  Mont  (Dumont),  whose  desc.  are  still  found  in  Ulster 
CO.,  came  to  this  country  in  1657,  from  Coomen  in  Flanders  ;  served  as 
"  cadet  in  the  honorable  Company  of  the  Heer  Director  General/*  and  m. 
at  Esopus,  Jan.  13,  1664,  Margaret  Hendricks,  wid.  of  Jan  Aertsen,  iHpff 
had  been  slain  by  the  Indians.  See  Van  Putten,  Du  Mont's  sr.  Margaret 
was  w.  of  Pierre  Noue,  a  Walloon,  who  eniigrated  with  Demarest  and  com- 
pany in  1663.  See  Jourme,  How  will  our  revered  friend  and  early  pastor 
make  Pierre  the  son  of  Elias  Neau,  the  catechist,  of  N.  Y,,  who  was  b.  at 
Soubize  in  Saintonge»  in  1662  ?  History  of  Elizabeth^  p.  267.  Du  Mont  d.  at 
£sopus,in  1713,  having  had  sons,  Wallerand,  John  Baptist,  and  Peter;  and 
drs.y  Man^r^ret,  w.  of  William  Loveridge,  Jannetie,  w.  of  Michael  Van  Vech- 
ten,  and  Francina,  w.  of  Frederick  Clute.  Clute  went  to  Schenectady.  See 
Pearson* s  Schenectady  Settlers,  Peter  Dumont,  with  his  brethren  Loveridge 
and  Van  Vechten,  settled  on  the  Raritan,  N.  J.  Dumont  and  Van  Vechten 
became  justices  of  the  peace.  The  latter  was  b.  in  1664,  being  son  of  Der- 
ick  Teunissen,  who  was  b.  in  1634,  at  Vechten,  in  the  diocese  of  Utrecht, 
and  when  four  years  of  age  came  with  his  fa.  Teunis  Dericksen,to  Albany. 
William  Loveridge  was  from  the  parish  of  Wool,  in  Dorsetshire,  England, 
and  d.  at  Perth  Amboy,  in  1703,  leaving  sons  William,  Wallerand,  and 
John.  He  was  br.  to  Samuel  Loveridge,  of  N.  Y.,  shipwright,  who  was  b. 
in  Albemarle  co.,  Va.,  and  m.  at  Esopus,  in  1688,  Hannah,  dr.  of  George 
Meals.  Their  fa.,  William  Loveridge,  a  hatter,  came  out  to  Connecticut  as 
early  as  1659,  removed  to  Virginia,  thence  to  Albany,  and  d.  at  Catskill,  ab. 
1683.  He  had  drs..  Temperance,  who  m.  Capt.  Isaac  Melvn,  of  N.  Y.,  and 
Sarah,  who  m.  John  Ward,  of  Ulster  co.  Hence  the  belief  expressed  in  the 
History  of  Elitabeth  that  Samuel  Loveridge  was  a  son  of  Rev.  William 
Levericb,  though  with  seeming  reason,  is  plainly  not  warranted. 

\  Consult  the  plan  of  the  village  at  page  292. 
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homesteads  flourish  rows  of  clioicc  imported  fruit  trec^  gpple, 
pear,  peach,  cherry,  and  quince,  and  the  no  less  prizedN 
and  ornamental  shrubs,  the  Dutcli  currapt,  gooseberry,  and 
evergreen  box,  dwarf  and  arborescent.  Tidiness  reigns,  at  least 
abont  the  dwelling,  and  within  reach  of  the  busy  housewife's 
mop  and  broom  ;  but  all  betokens  a  plainness  and  frugality,  in 
wide  contrast  with  the  elegance  of  modern  living.  The  .daily 
Jife  of  the  villagers — but  let  us  first  note  the  occupants  of  the 
principal  dwellings  ere  we  cross  the  threshold,  to  explore  the 
humble  sphere  of  their  domestic  economy. 

Here  at  the  river  end,  where,  about  the  tavern,  smith-shop, 
church,  and  ferry,  gather  the  stir  and  business  activity  of  the 
village,  is  the  comfortable  home  of  the  French  refugee  and 
newly-appointed  schepen,  David  Demarest.  His  house  and  barn 
occupy  a  lot  "  abutting  on  three  streets  from  which  it  is 
fenced,"  and  extended  ''  toward  the  strand,  as  far  as  he  can,'' 
by  virtue  of  a  town  grant  of  Jan.  5th,  1667.  It  contains  a 
douile-erfy  or  two  erven,  the  upper,  facing  the  Great  Way,  being 
that  gotten  from  Montague  (and  where  tww  the  oldest  house 
and  relic  of  the  village  stands),  the  other  once  Do.  Zyperus'. 
This  last  looks  out  to  the  south  upon  the  square  or  green  about 
the  landing  place.  Demarest's  neighbor,  over  the  cross-street, 
is  Olaude  Delamater,  recent  magistrate,  testy  but  kind-hearted ; 
his  double-erf  joining  that  of  Gornelis  Jansen,  late  constable,  a 
young  but  rising  man  in  the  town,  and  at  whose  friendly  inn — 
where  swinging  signboard  and  feeding-troughs  mark  it  merely 
as  the  village  hostel,  but  to  Kortright,  Bogert,  and  others,  the 
veritable  counterpart  of  Mynheer's  inn  at  Schoonrewoerd — the 
passing  traveller  stops  for  refreshment,  or  the  wiseiwsres  of  the 
dorp  resort  to  swallow  the  latest  bit  of  news  or  scandal  in  a 
bumper  of  Kortright's  beer  !  Opposite  the  tavern,  past  the 
flecoud  cross- way,  lives  the  Picard,  good  Pierre  Cresson,  from 
his  occupation  called  by  his  Dutch  neighbors,  de  iuyniery  or  the 
gardener y  whose  erf  joins  at  its  rear  or  north  side  to  that  of 
Daniel  Toumeur,  but  just  deceased,  and  westerly  to  that  late  of 
Hendrick  Karstens,  but  now  of  the  worthy  Joost  van  Oblinus, 
schepen.  Over  the  third  cross-street  are  the  two  erven  of  Johan 
Verveelen,  where  his  son-in-law  Adolph  Meyer  now  lives,  and 
next  him  the  *  *  garden"  and  erf  (strictly  a  double-erf),  which  had 
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passed  from  Mr.  Muyden  ta  Jaques  Cresson,  and  from  him  to 
Mejnard  Joumee,  present  occupant,  also  called  Maaljer,  liis 
snmame  Belgicized.  Being  sickly,  Jonmee  had  just  resigned 
his  office  of  fence-master,  which  was  given,  Feb.  6th,  to  Laurens 
Janson^  the  Low  ancestor.  Joumee's  grounds  extend  to  those 
of  Capt.  Delavall,  a  small  strip  between  them,  "  laid  out  for  a 
street"  (the  fourth  cross-way),  having  been  added  .to  Cresson's 
lot  while  his,  by  a  grant  of  May  3d,  1667.  In  one  of  Delavairg 
houses,  once  the  homo  of  Simon  the  Walloon,  had  recently 
lived,  till  he  removed  to  the  city,  Wouter  Qerritsen,  DelavalPs 
principal  farmer,  and  the  old  neighbor  of  Oillis  Mandeville,  in 
the  Veleuwe — the  other  of  Delavall's  houses  had  been  occupied 
by  Pieter  Roelofseh,  twice  constable  here.  Beyond  this  point 
we  soon  reach  the  Buy  ten  Tuynen,  or  Out-Grardens,  the  two 
farther  ones  soon  to  be  the  home  of  Arent  Harmens  Bussing, 
lately  married  and  just  appointed  one  of  the  schepens. 

But  from  the  quiet  west  end,  retracing  our  steps,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  street,  we  come  to  the  dwelling  of  the  venerable 
Isaac  Vermeille.  Seated  upon  the  end  of.  lot  5,  Van  Keulen's 
Hook,  "  ovei*  against  the  garden  of  Jaques  Cresson,''  as  it  was 
till  of  late  ;  his  erf,  which  extends  back  to  a  strip  of  flag  marsh 
stretching  across  the  lot,  is  well  stocked  with  fruit  trees,  the 
pride  of  the  Huguenot  settlers,  and  in  which  culture  they 
excelled.  On  either  side  of  Vermeille  lie  vacant  lots,  but  ^t 
on  the  west.  No.  6,  soon  to  be  built  upon  and  occupied  by  its 
owner,  Laurens  Jansen,  aforesaid.  Lot  No.  4,  on  the  east  side 
of  Vermeille,  and  which  Adolph  Meyer  had  gotten  with  his  wife 
from  her  father,  Verveelen,  was  at  this  end  fit  only  for  pastur- 
age, being  marshy,  but  a  plot  here  was  bought  from  Meyer  Nov. 
2d,  1673,  by  his  friend  Jan  Dyckman,  who  for  the  many  years 
before  he  moved  to  Spuyten  Duyvel  occupied  a  house  built 
upon  two  of  Tounieur's  out-gardens,  received  by  his  wife  Mad- 
eleine. Adjoining  lot  No.  4,  and  opposite  to  Oblinus,  lives  the 
most  influential  man  in  the  town,  Kesolved  Wuldron,  at  present 
the  schouty  or  sheriff,  and  next  to  him,  easterly,  his  son-in-law 
Jan  Nagel.  Going  still  toward  the  river  to  the  two  small  erven 
opposite  Gomelis  Jansen  and  Delamater  (granted  Jean  Demarest 
and  Johannes  Pelszer,  but  seemingly  never  improved  by  them), 
on  the  comer  of  the  Pelszer  lot,  where  the  road  runs  down  by 
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the  green  to  the  creek,  stands  or  later  stood  the  Tillage  smithy, 
where  William  Haldron,  an  EDglishman,  plied  his  hammer  and 
bellows,  waking  the  neighbors  at  early  dawn  with  the  music  of 
his  anTil,  as  did,  within  the  same  centnry,  his  snccessor  in  the 
smith-shop,  Zacharias  Sickels,  whose  descendants  are  yet  among 
US.* 

*  ZACHAkiAS  Sickels,  the  common  anc.  and  fa.  of  Zacharias  aforesaid, 
was  from  Vienna,  in  Austria.  Finding  his  way  to  Holland,  he  went  out  to 
Curasao,  and  served  in  the  military  rank  of  ad'elhorst  or  cadet.  When  Stuy- 
vesant  returned  from  a  visit  to  that  Island  in  1655,  Sickels  came  with  him, 
being  soon  after  attached  to  the  garrison  at  Fort  Orange.  In  1658  he  was 
a  tapster.  He  remained  at  Albany  after  the  surrender  in  1664,  and  worked 
as  a  carpenter,  having  m.  Anna,  dr.  of  Lambert  van  Valkenburgh,  by  whom 
he  had  sons,  Robert,  Lamben,  Zacharias,  and  Thomas,  and  drs.,  Anna,  Eliza- 
beth, Maria,  Margaret  and  Leah.  Anna  m.  Abraham  Isaacs,  and  Elizabeth 
m.  William  Peelen.  In  1670  to  '72,  and  1681  to  '83,  Sickels  was  town  herd- 
er, and  had  18  gl.  a  head  for  the  season.  He  next  held  the  responsible 
place  of  raitel  tvatch,  so  called  from  the  rattle^  used  to  give  warning,  in  mak- 
ing his  nightly  rounds.  He  was  also  town  cryer^  to  call  the  people  together 
on  needed  occasions;  zxkA porter^  or  keeper  of  the  city  gates,  to  close  and 
lock  them  at  night,  and  to  open  them  in  the  morning.  His  sons  Robert 
and  Lambert  removing  toN.  Y.,  he,  with  his  other  sons,  etc.,  followed  ihem 
in  1693,  his  vacated  office  being  given  to  his  son-in-law  Isaacs.  In  1698  he 
was  admitted  a  freeman  of  N.  Y.,  and  in  170a  was  living  in  the  East  Ward. 
Robert,  his  son,  m.  1686,  Geertic,  dr.  of  Abel  Reddennaus,  and  moved  to 
Hergen  co.,  N.  J.,  where  he  d.  \xt  1729 ;  Lambert,  b.  1666,  m.,  1690,  Maria 
Jansen,  from  Albany,  settled  at  Bedford,  Brooklyn,  and  d.  1722  ;  and 
Thomas,  m.,  1702,  Jannetie,  dr.  of  Jan  Hendricks  Brevoort,  and  remained  in 
N.  Y.  All  these  left  desc.  See  WinfieUTs  Land  Titles,  1^^  Bergen  Gen,,  and 
N,  K.  G,  <&•  B.  Bee,  1876,  60. 

Zacharias  Sickels,  blacksmith,  and  referred  to  in  the  text,  was  b.  in  1670, 
at  Albany,  and  after  coming  to  H.,  ro.,  Aug.  23, 1693,  Marv,  dr.  of  the  afore- 
said Brevoort.  On  Feb.  20,  1705,  he  bought  of  his  fa.-in-Iaw,  who  had  then 
left  H.,  the  lands  he  still  held  there.  See  Brevoort,  Of  these,  Sickels  sold, 
Apl.  9,  1705,  a  meadow,  once  Pierre  Cresson's,  and  lying  at  the  head  of 
Sherman's  Creek,  and  northerly  of  the  Kortright  farm,  to  Jan  Kiersen  (with 
whose  lands  it  was  sold  to  James  Carroll,  in  1763),  and  on  Jan.  23,  1706,  he 
sold  to  Samson  Benson,  No.  i  New  Lots,  with  *'  a  garden  (originally  two 
erven  of  Cresson  and  Toumeur),  lying  next  west  of  the  churchyard.  He 
drew  land  in  1712,  in  ist  and  2d  Divisions,  having  sold  his  3d  and  4th  to 
Jan  Kiersen,  but  obtaining  in  exchange  Kiersen's  lot  in  ist  Division.  See 
Appendix  J,  For  these  drawn  lands  he  received  a  patentee  deed  Dec.  24, 
1712.  Later,  he  sold  his  ist  Division  to  Joh.  Meyer.  He  m.,  July  19, 1717, 
a  second  w.,  W3mtie  Dyckman,  wid.  of  Joh.  Kortright.  Being  sick,  he  sold 
his  property,  Jan.  15,  1729,  to  his  step-son,  Nicholas  Kortright.  This  con- 
sisted of  lot  No.  5,  Jochem  Pieters,  a  lot  on  Montague's  Flat,  rated  at  6 
morgen  or  12  acres  (but  in  reality  20  acres),  and  No.  12,  in  2d  Divi- 
sion, j8  acres ;  in  all,  a§  rated,  43  acres.  Zacharias  Sickels  d.  Jan.  20, 
1729,  ae.  59  yrs.  He  had  issue,  Johannes,  Jacobus,  Zacharias,  Hendrick, 
Gerardus,  WiUiam,  Cornelius,  and  Robert,  Johannes,  the  eldest,  was  b.  in 
1694,  m..  May  2, 1718,  Anneke,  dr.  of  Adolph  Meyer,  and  settled  in  West- 
chester CO.,  on  a  feirm  of  100  acres,  bought  in  1720  and  1722.  He  d.  in  June, 
1729 ;  his  wid.  m.  Thos.  Storm.  His  chn.,  as  far  as  known,  were  Zacharias, 
Johannes,  and  Maria,  who  m.  Gerrit  Storm,  of  Philipsburgh.    Qf  these. 
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:  But  for  ah  inside  view  of  the  domestic  life  and  home  com- 
forts of  these  villagers,  let  us  visit  the  worthy  and  well-to-do 
Lubbert  Gerritsen,  late  one  of  the  magistrates,  living  near  the 
west  end.  We  enter.  No  carpet  hides  the  well-scrubbed  floor, 
and  in  vain  we  glance  around  the  room  for  many  articles  which 
in  our  day  imperious  fashion,  and  even  comfort,  demand.  The 
furniture  goes  but  little  beyond  the  practical  and  useful.  A 
gilded  mirror  indeed  adorns  the  whitewashed  wall.  The  two 
beds  have  pillows  and  striped  curtains.  Two  chests  very  con- 
venient contain  the  clothing,  one  of  the  wife,  the  other  of  the 
daughter,  fair  Eva,  who  five  years  later  married  the  Bussing 
ancestor.  On  one  side  is  a  small  octagon  table ;  and  here  a 
brass  candlestick  and  a  warming-pan.  Upon  hooks  on  the 
wall  hang  a  musket  and  firelock.  No  stove  is  there  ;  but  in  the 
ample  fireplace  the  wood  crackles  and  blazes  cheerfully  above 
the  huge  backlog  and  around  the  two  iron  dinner  pots  hung 
to  the  trammel  by  hooks  and  chain.  On  the  table  or  shelves 
and  in  the  pantry,  we  notice  exactly  1  pewter  bowl,  2  small 
pewter  platters,  4  pewter  trenchers,  6  pewter  spoons,  a  pewter 
cup  with  a  lid  and  another  without,  2  white  earthen  jars,  a 
copper  cake  pan,  a  small  copper  pot,  a  small  brass  kettle,  2 
water  pails,  and  2  chums  for  butter-making.  There  is  still 
place  for  2  siths,*  2  sickles,  and  2  augers. 

We  ascend  to  the  *'loft."  Here  are  4  milk  pans,  2  iron 
hand-basins,  2  tubs,  a  lye-barrel,  a  cask  filled  with  buckwheat, 
2  ploughshares,  a  plough-chain  and  rope,  a  coulter,  a  yoke  with 

Zacharias  became  a  merchant  in  N.  Y.,  m.  1744  Catharine  Heyer,  and  was 
the  fa.  of  John  Sickels,  grocer,  who  had  five  chn.,  viz. :  John,  lawyer, 
AUetta,  who  m.  John  Tenbrook,  Catharine,  m.  Com.  Isaac  Chaancey, 
Maria,  m.  James  Heard,  and  Ann,  who  m.  Nathaniel  Griswold. 

Johannes  Sickels,  b.  1720,  son  of  loh.  and  Anneke,  m.  his  cousin  Marga- 
ret, dr.  of  Adolph  Meyer,  2d,  of  H.,  wher^  Sipkels  settled,  inheriting  in 
1748,  84  acres  from  the  Meyer  estate.  This  embraced  Nos.  2,  3,  Jo<£em 
Pieters,  No.  10,  2d  Divisit)n,  apd  No.  14,  4th  Division.  To  this  was  at- 
tached the  north  garden  (sold  ten  years  later  to  John  Livingston),  derived 
originally  by  his  gt-gd-fa.  Verveelen  from  Jan  Slot.  See  A^.  E.  He  d. 
in  1784,  leaving  one  son,  John  S.  Sickels,  and  a  dr.,  Mary,  w.  of  Samson 
Benson.  John  S.  Sickels  m.  Sept.  29,  1763,  Maria,  dr.  of  Aaron  Bussing, 
and  d.  June  4,  1804 ;  his  only  ch  surviving  inf.  being  Mary,  b.  Apl.  9, 
1764,  who  m.  John  Adriance,  fa.  of  John  S.  and  Isaac  Adriance,  Latitia,  w. 
of  Wm.  B.  Kenyon,  and  Margaret,  w.  of  James  Kenyon.  Many  write  this 
name  Sickles, 
<  *  See  a  description  of  the  Sith  and  its  use,und«r  the  year  1687. 
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a  hook,  2  old  sickles,  an  adze,  and  a  sail  mast,  perhaps  belonging 
to  the  '^  canoe  at  the  strand. '^ 

Invited  out  to  the  bam  :  here  is  the  garnered  harvest,  stores 
of  rye,  peas,  and  buckwheat  in  the  sheaf,  and  10  or  12  bundles 
of  nnswin^led  flax  ;  also  a  fan,  harrow,  and  2  iron  forks.  On 
the  premises,  fat  and  sleek  in  their  sheds  and  stalls,  are  the  live- 
stock :  2  yoke  of  oxen,  2  cows,  one  black,  the  other  red  ;  1  steer 
and  2  calves.  Four  young  hogs  are  running  upon  Little  Ba- 
rent's  Island.  Other  farming  implements  are  at  hand  :  2  ox- 
yokes,  2  iron  plough-rings,  a  wood-axe,  3  iron  wedges,  2  hand- 
saws and  a  draw-saw,  2  iron-boand  buckets,  and  an  iron  lamp. 
Ah !  here  stands  the  ox-cart,  and  here  are  2  new  cart-wheels. 
The  plough  is  missing  ;  left  where  Lubbert's  last  ploughing  was 
done,  out  on  one  of  the  bouwlots,  of  which  he  has  the  Nos.  4 
and  9  on  Jochem  Pieters,  with  salt  meadow,  and  oat-garden 
No.  11  beside.  Busy  bees  still  hum  about,  sucking  sweets  from 
the  fall  flowers,  with  which  to  store  the  seven  hives  in  the  gar-, 
den,  and  hens  as  busily  scratch  and  cluck  about  the  barnyard. 
Kot  an  item  of  Lubbert*s  effects  has  escaped  our  notice  ;  all  as 
enjoyed  by  him  at  the  time  of  his  decease  soon  after — affording 
us  a  reliable  index  to  the  average  style  of  living  observed  here 
at  that  period. 

And  a  grand  political  event  had  but  just  transpired  in  the 
highest  degree  pleasing  to  the  Uarlem  community,  because 
promising  to  its  simple  Belgian  character  and  customs  a  happy 
perpetuity,  while  it  restored,  fresh  and  intact,  the  waning 
memories  of  dear  Fatherland  !  This  was  the  recapture  of  New 
York  by  the  Dutch. 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 


1673-1674. 


REOCCUPATION  BT  THE   DUTCH. 

*'  rpHIS  day,  10th  August,  1673,  New  Style,  have  the  Hol- 
J-  land  and  Zeeland  fleets  captured  the  Fort  at  N.  York,  in 
the  name  of  their  High  Mightinesses  the  Lords  States  Greneral 
of  the  United  Netherlands  and  his  Highness  the  Lord  Prince  of 
Orange ;  and  the  Fort  is  re-named  Wtllem  Hendrick,  and  the 
City  obtained  the  name  New  Orange." 

In  these  words  did  the  secretary  Vander  Vin  record  in  his 
protocol  an  event  which,  suddenly  reducing  the  colony  again  to 
the  obedience  of  Holland,  at  once  startled  and  overjoyed  the 
Dutch  community  at  Harlem.  The  mother  countries  were  at 
war,  and  this  one  of  the  fruits.  They  were  therefore  prepared 
for  the  following  official  letter  : 

To  THE  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  iV;  HderUm, 

You  will,  by  authority  of  the  Higjh  Commanders  and  Council  of  War 
residing  in  the  fort  Willem  Hendrick,  appoint  two  persons  from  your 
village  as  deputies,  and  with  the  same  send  your  constable^s  staff  and 
town  ensi^,  on  the  day  after  to-morrow,  being  Monday,  in  order  then 
to  talk  with  us ;  whereon  depending,  we  remain,  after  greetings,  your 
friends. 

The  ScHOUT,  Burgomasters  and  Schepens 
of  the  City  of  N.  Orange. 

By  order  of  the  same 

^N.  Bayard,  Secretary, 
N.  Orange,  10th  August, 
1678,  New  Style. 

To  this  the  following  reply  was  sent  by  the  hands  of  the  dele- 
gates : 

To  THE    Noble,    Honorable    Lords,   the    Schout,   Buigomasters    and 

Sehepens,  at  the  City  of  New  Orange. 

We,  Inhabitants  at  the  village  N.  Haerlem,  pursuant  to  your  Honors* 
writing  of  the  10th  instant,  by  authority  of  the  High  Commanders  and 
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the  Council  of  War,  residing  in  fort  Willem  Hendrick,  send  bj  these 
the  constable^s  staff  (having  no  ensign),  besides  two  defnities  from  us,  to 
leceiTe  such  orders  as  your  Honors  shall  find  to  pertain  to  the  welfare 
and  benefit  of  this  town  ;  whereupon  we   shall  rely,  praying  God  to 

reserve  your  Honors  in  a  prosperous,  just,  and  enduring  government ; 
the  mean  while  remaining  your  Honors^  dutiful,  willing  subjects,  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  town  N.  Haerlem,  August  21st,  1678,  >iew  Style. 

By  oilier  of  the  same^ 

Hv  J.  Vander  Vin,  Secretary. 

The  delegates  returned  bearing  the  following  letter : 

To  THE  Inhabitants  of  the  town  New  Haerlem. 

You  are  by  these,  by  authority  of  the  Noble  Burgomasters  and  Schepens 
of  this  City  of  New  Orange,  ordered,  for  your  town^s  folks  and  the 
dependant  neighborhood,  on  the  monow  to  assemble,  and  by  a  general 
Tote  to  nominate  eight  from  the  samn  as  magistrates  (all  such  being 
also  of  the  Reformed  Chris.tian  Religion),  out  of  which  said  nomination 
we  then  shall  elect  four  as  magistrates  for  your  town ;  whereon  we 
relying,  remain  your  friends, 

The  BuRGOMABTEEs  and  Schepeks 

of  the  City  of  New  Orange,  22d  August,  1678. 
By  order  of  the  $ame, 

N.  Batard,  Secretary. 

The  town  folks  met  pursuant  to  this  order  and  nominated 
David  des  Marest^  Joost  van  Oblinus^  Lubbert  Gerritsen^  Cor- 
nelia Jansen^  Eesolved  Waldron,  Adolph  Meyer,  Arent  Har- 
mans  (Bussing),  and  Jan  Nagel,  all  good  friends  of  fatherland, 
as  magistrates,  and  Hendrick  J.  Vander  Yin  as  secretary,  from 
whom  were  appointed  to  the  former  oflSce,  Waldron,  Des  Marest, 
Oblinns,  and  Bussing,  Waldron  being  named  as  schout ;  and  as 
secretwy,  Vander  Vin.  These  took  an  oath  of  fidelity  "  to 
their  High  Mightinesses  the  Lords  States  General  of  the  United 
Ketherlands  and  his  Highness  the  Lord  Prince  of  Orange." 

By  order  of  the  Burgomasters  and  Schepens,  the  new  board 
called  the  other  inhabitants  together  on  Aug.  25th,  and  ad- 
ministered to  them  the  following  oath  of  allegiance  : 

"  We  promise  and  swear,  in  presence  of  Almighty  God,  unto 
their  High  Mightinesses  the  Lords  States  General  of  the  United 
Netherlands,  and  his  Highness  the  Lord  Prince  of  Orange,  and 
their  Governor  already  placed  here,  or  hereafter  to  be  ap- 
pointed,  to  be  beholden  and  faithful,  and  in  all  circumstances 
to  behare  us  as  trusty  and  obedient  subjects  are  bound  to  do. 
8o  truly  help  us,  Ood  Almighty. ^^ 
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The  roll  of  names  is  as  follows,  being  classified  by  Vander 

Vin,  thus  : 

\st,  (her  16  and  under  60  years. 

Lubbert  Geiritsen, 
Comclis  Jansen, 
Meyndert  Journee, 
Adolph  Meyer, 
Simeon  Cornier, 

Jan  Lnureus  v  :  Schoonrewoert, 
Jean  des  Marest, 
Jan  Dyckman, 
'  Daniel  Tourneur, 
Jan  Nagel, 
Samuel  Pell, 
Robert  HoUis,* 
John  Smith, 
Jan  le  Maistre, 
David  des  Marest,  Jr. 
Samuel  des  Marest, 
Jaco  el  Roey, 
Evert  Alrichs, 
Jochem  Engelbert, 
Ooenraet  Hendricks, 
Cornells  Theunisz, 
Gabriel  Carbosie,  Miller. 

24.  Impotent^  above  60  years. 

Glaude  le  Maistre, 
Pierre  Cresson, 
Jean  le  Roy, 
Claes  Carstensen, 
Isaac  Vermeil  le. 

The  Dutch  rule  was  now  re-established  ;  after  two  days  came 
the  Sabbath,  when  the  people  at  worship  expressed  their  grati- 
tude in  a  practical  way,  by  an  extra  large  contribution  of  4 
'florins  !  To  this,  the  next  Sunday,  Vander  Vin  added,  as  a 
special  gift,  a  schepel  of  wheat,  equal  to  6  gl. 

*  Robert  Hollis,  says  Gov.  NicoUs,  "  came  over  with  me  into  these 

f^arts,  in  his  Majesty's  service,  a  soldier  under  my  command.*'  He  got  a 
icense  Aug.  15,  1665,  to  m.  wid.  Mary  Page.  On  July  18, 1667,  he  secured 
a  patent  for  26  acres  of  land  in  Brooklyn,  having  Jan  Martyn  on  the  north 
and  Jan  Damen  on  the  south,  "  with  his  housing  and  accommodation  there- 
upon/' which  he  had  bought  early  that  year  from  Jean  Mesurolle.  He  ob- 
tained, Jan.  4  ensuing,  the  sole  right  to  tap  strong  drink  in  that  town.  In 
1672  he  bought  an  erf  at  H.,  where  he  was  made  a  corporal  in  the  Night 
Watch,  Dec.  6,  1675,  but  must  have  left  soon  s^ter,  being  last  named  at  a 
settlement,  Jan.  17,  1676,  between  the  town  and  William  Palmer,  for  whom 
Hollis  had  stood  security. 
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Tbc  ready  response  to  erery  demand  of  the  new  rulers  also 
told  the  general  satisfaction.  Called  upon  to  furnish  ''  800 
pieces  of  great  palisades,  14  feet  long,  1  foot  thick  and  under," 
for  the  city  defences,  the  inhabitants  met  Aug.  28tb,  and  ap- 
portioned this  heavy  work  pro  rata,  10  posts  to  an  erf,  and  1^  to 
each  morgen.  An  admirable  spirit  was.  also  shown  by  the  young 
men  who  owned  no  bouwland,  four  of  whom — to  wit,  Goenraet 
Hendricks,  Engelbert,  Bussing,  and  Dyckman — volunteered  20 
sticks  each,  and  the  loyal  Jan  Nagel  and  Jean  Demarest  each 
25.  Le  Eoy,  Mollis,  Pell,  and  Smith  severally  pledged  20  each, 
and  Widow  Montague  the  same,  to  be  cut  by  her  hired  man 
Krert  Alrichs.  Carbosie  would  spare  time  from  the  mill  to 
famish  16.  The  younger  sons  of  Demarest,  with  his  servant 
Jaco  el  Boey,  offered  together  to  cut  26,  Jan  le  Maistre  12,  and 
OWinus'  man,  Comelis  Theunisz,  7.  They  agreed  to  draw  all 
these  to  a  suitable  place  at  the  strand.* 

A  new  life  and  vigor  seemed  infused  into  the  village ;  the 
OFerseers  being  especially  occupied.  Pursuant  to  orders  from 
the  Council  of  War,  they  had,  on  the  23d  inst,  visited  the 
plantation  of  Capt.  Richard  Morris,  and  appointed  Jean  Dema- 
rest and  Arent  Harmans  to  take  charge  of  it  till  further  orders. 
The  affairs  of  Capt.  Delavall  now  demanded  their  care.  His 
estates,  which  were  scattered  in  different  parts  of  the  province, 
and  valued  by  him  at  about  £5000,  had  been  attached  by  the 
Dutch  commanders.  A  ketch  building  at  Harlem,  by  Samuel 
Pell,  ship  carpenter,  and  of  which  Delavall  was  half  owner,  was 
to  that  extent  included.  John  Smith,  late  in  employ  of  Dela- 
vall, was  instructed  to  take  good  care  of  his  other  property  at 
Harlem  till  further  notice. 

Sundry  claims  against  Delavall  now  came  up  ;  one  by  Pierre 

*  JocHEM  Engvlbert  VAN  Namen,  from  Heusden,  came  out  in  the  ship 
Hope,  which  sailed  from  Amsterdam,  Apl.  8, 1663.  He  lived  four  and  a 
half  years  with  Burger  Joris,  and  then  entered  the  service  of  Verveelen,  at 
H.,  Mar.  5,  166B,  but  complaining  of  ill-usage,  was  released  by  the  Court, 
Sept.  10  ensuing.  He  bore  a  good  name  while  with  Burger,  and  seems  to 
have  sustained  it  afterward  at  Esopus,  where  he  m.,  Nov.  3,  1676,  Eliza- 
beth, dr.  of  Evert  Pels,  by  whom  he  had  a  family  of  chn.,  viz. :  Deliantie, 
Evert,  Engelbert,  Johannes,  Anna.  Deliantie  m.  Barent  Marteling.  in 
1702.      Anna  m.  Isaac  Marteling.     See  Clutis  Staten  Island, 

ETEB.T  Alrichs,  five  years  later,  is  found  at  Upland,  on  the  Delaware, 
having  m.  Elizabeth,  wid.  of  Hans  Walter. 
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Cresson  for  what  Delavall,  in  1670,  had  agreed  to  pay  to  rebuHd 
and  keep  up  the  fence  between  their  gardens ;  another  for  re- 
pairs the  last  year  at  the  mill  on  "  the  flume  and  door  to  the 
race/'  Carbogie  still  having  charge.  Meanwhile  Smith,  Dela- 
vall's  man,  intrusted  with  his  cattle  and  goods,  having  snd- 
denly  absconded,  the  High  Commanders  on  Sept.  9th  directed 
Resolved  Waldron  to  take  the  property  in  keeping,  and  which 
trust  he  accepted.  This  was  officially  made  known  to  the  people 
of  Harlem  on  the  11th,  and  accompanied  by  directions  that  the 
ferry  folks  should  set  no  strangers,  "  that  is  Christians,  or  ne- 
groes, or  cattle,"  over  the  river,  either  at  Harlem  or  Spuyten 
Duvyel,  unless  they  could  show  a  pass.  These  directions  were 
afterward  repeated. 

On  Sept.  25th  the  magistrates  appointed  Barent  Waldron,  the 
Court  Messenger,  who,  on  being  sworn  into  office,  was  furnished 
with  a  commission,  setting  forth  in  general  his  duties,  and 
warning  all  persons  not  to  interfere  with  him  in  the  proper  dis- 
charge thereof.  At  the  Court  held  next  day,  Carbosie,  the 
miller,  complained  of  Jan  Lou  we  van  Schoonrewoerd,  for  threat- 
ening to  shoot  his  hogs,  which  had  troubled  him  by  running 
over  the  mill-dam.  Louwe  was  told  to  repair  his  fences  if  be 
would  not  suffer  from  others*  hogs  or  cattle,  and  Carbosie  was 
ordered  to  make  good  his  railing  about  the  mill-dam,  so  that  no 
cattle  could  run  over. 

The  following  day  Joost  van  Oblinus  made  complaint  that 
having  sent  Adrian  Sammis,  his  wife's  brother,  living  with  him, 
to  pasture  the  cattle  "  upon  the  point  over  against  Simeon  *s 
land,"  he  had  been  beaten  off  by  Olaude  le  Maistre  with  a  stick.* 
Le  Maistre  said  that  he  chased  the  cattle  from  his  own  fence, 
and  not  from  that  of  the  point,  and  admitted  to  have  struck 
Adrian,  but  not  with  a  stick.     Poor  Adrian,  who  could  not 

*  The  Point  here  referred  to  was  undoubtedly  that  since  known  as  Bus- 
sings  Point,  Simeon  Cornier  had  agreed  to  buy  lot  No.  ii,  Jochem  Pieters, 
but  the  reference  is  plainly  not  to  him,  nor  to  this  land.  Wc  conclude  it 
was  the  lot  on  Jochem  Pieters,  given  up  in  i66i  by  Simon  (also  called 
Simeon)  de  Ruine,  and  was  No.  25  (afterward  No.  22,  one  of  Delavall's, 
whose  title  was  just  now  uncertain),  and  that  *'  Simeon's  land/'  best  known 
by  its  original  owner's  name,  thus  formed  the  nonh  line  of  Jochem  Pieters  ; 
and  **  over  against"  (that  is,  opposite  to  it,  some  space  intervening)  was 
said  point  early  called  Gl9udie's  Pointy  from  Delamater,  whose  meadows  lay 
there.  Later,  No.  22  formed  the  northernmost  of  the  so-called  "  Six  Lots  " 
embraced  in  the  large  Myer  tract. 
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speak  for  himself,  being  '*  deaf,  damb,  and  paralytic/*  had  two 
good  witnesses,  Esther  Tourneur  and  Cornelia  Waldron.  Esther 
being  called  in,  said  that  Adrian  coming  along  the  fencing  with 
the  cattle,  she  saw  that  Glaude  had  beaten  him  with  a  stick* 
Cornelia  testified  the  same,  and  that  Glaude  ran  after  them. 
The  Court  condemned  Le  Maistre  "  in  an  amend  of  6  gl.,  to  the 
behoof  of  the  church  here,  with  the  costs  hereby  -accruing/' 
He  was  also  directed  to  "  draw  in  his  fence  by  the  point  of  his 
meadow  forthwith,  within  the  time  of  two  months,  without 
longer  delay." 

On  the  same  date  (Sept  27th)  the  magistrates,  with  the  advice 
of  Comelis  Jansen  and  Jan  Dyckman,  passed  the  following  curi- 
ous regulation,  respecting  the  lands  in  common  fence  : 

'^  Is  resolyed  and  found  good  to  establish  that  in  the  coming 
year,  1674,  the  tilled  land  on  Jochem  Pieters  shall  be  exempt 
from  any  afterplanting  of  buckwheat,  pumpkins,  turnips,  or 
any  summer  fruits,  that  the  cattle  of  this  village  (after  the  crop 
is  off  the  field)  may  pasture  thereon  ;  and  the  land  Van  Keulen's 
Hook  shall  in  the  same  year,  1674,  be  sown  and  planted  with 
summer  fniits ;  and  in  the  year  1675,  on  the  contrary.  Van  Ken- 
Ion's  Hook  from  summer  fruits  shall  remain  unplanted  and 
unsown,  and  Jochem  Pieters  again  be  sown  as  aboye  ;  running 
80  from  year  to  year,  alternately,  the  one  to  bo  sown  by  summer 
fruits  and  the  other  left  unsown,  for  reasons  as  above.'' 

The  Dutch  Commanders  had  now  sailed  for  Holland  leaving 
the  administration  of  affairs  in  the  hands  of  Gov.  Anthony 
Colve,  who  on  Oct.  Ist  issued  the  following  : 

Proyisiokal  Instructions  to  the  Schout  and  Magistrates  of  the  Town 
of  New  Haerlem. 

1.  The  Bchout  and  Ma^^rates  each  in  their  sphere  shall  have  a  care 
that  the  Keformed  Christian  Religion  shall  be  maintained  conformably 
to  the  Synod  of  Dordrecht  held  in  the  years  1618  and  1619,  without 
soffering  it,  through  any  other  persuasion  thereto  opposed,  to  be  in  any 
wise  altered. 

2.  The  Sellout,  so  far  as  possible,  shall  be  present  and  preside  at  all 
meetings.  But  when  he  acts  for  himself  as  a  party,  or  respecting  the 
right  of  his  Lords  Patroons,  or  in  behalf  of  justice,  on  such  an  occasion, 
he  shall  stand  up  and  vacate  the  bench,  and  at  that  time  neither  advise 
nor  xote  ;  but  the  oldest  Schepen  shall  preside  in  his  place. 

3.  All  cases  of  government,  of  the  security  and  peace  of  the  inhabitants, 
also  of  justice  betwixt  man  and  man,  shall  be  determined  by  the  Magis- 
trates of  the  i^oresaid  Town  by  definitive  sentences  to  the  amount  of  sixty 
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guilders  in  beftvers,  or  less.  But  in  all  cases  exceeding  this  sum,  crery 
one  shall  be  free  to  appeal  to  the  Hon.  Governor  General  and  CoudcH 
here. 

4.  In  case  of  diversity  of  voices,  the  minority  must  yield  to  the  major* 
ity,  yet  permitting  those  of  the  contrary  opinion  to  record  and  sign  their 
protest ;  but  in  no  wise  to  publish  such  outside  the  meeting,  on  pain  of 
arbitrary  correction. 

5.  Whenever  in  the  Court  any  cases  shall  occur,  in  which  any  Magis- 
trate shall  be  concerned  as  a  party^  in  such  case  the  Magbtrate  shall  rise 
up  and  leave  his  seat,  as  before  is  directed  in  the  case  of  the  Schout 

6.  All  the  inhabitants  of  the  aforesaid  Town  shall  be  citable  before  the 
said  Schout  and  Schepens,  who  shall  hold  their  sessions  and  courts  as 
often  as  the  same  shall  be  necessary. 

7.  All  criminal  offences  may  be  referred  to  the  Governor  General  and 
Council,  saving  that  the  Schout  shall  be  obligated  the  criminal  offenders 
to  apprehend,  to  arrest  and  to  detain,  and  as  prisoners,  under  proper 
security,  to  deliver  over  to  the  High  Magistracy,  together  with  good  and 
true  information  of  the  offences  committed  ;  at  the  expense  of  the 
offenders  or  the  prosecutor. 

8.  Minor  offences,  such  as  quarrels,  injuries,  slanders,  threats,  fist 
blows,  and  such  like,  are  left  to  the  adjudication  and  decision  of  the 
Magistrates  of  each  particular  town. 

9.  The  Schout  and  Schepens  shall  be  authorized,  for  the  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  the  inhabitants  in  their  district,  to  make  any  orders  for 
the  regulating  of  highways,  setting  off  lands  and  gardens,  and  whatever 
like  things  as  rela^  to  farm  lands ;  ;ilso  for  the  observance  of  the 
SaJi>bath,  respecting  the  building  of  churches,  of  schools,  and  similar 
public  works  ;  also  against  f  ghting  and  striking  and  such  like  minor 
ojEences  ;  provided  the  same  do  not  conflict  with,  but  are  conformable 
unto  the  laws  of  our  Fatherland  and  the  statutes  of  this  province  ;  and 
to  this  end  all  orders  of  importance,  before  they  are  promulgated,  shall 
be  presented  to  the  Hiffh  Magistracy  for  their  approval. 

10.  Said  Schout  and  Schepens  shall  be  hela  closely  to  observe  and 
execute  all  the  placards  and  ordinances  which  shall  be  enacted  and 
published  by  the  High  Magistracy,  and  not  to  permit  anything  to  be 
done  contrary  thereto ;  further  to  proceed  against  the  transgressors 
according  to  the  tenor  of  the  same ;  and  to  execute  prompt^  siudi 
orders  as  the  Governor  General  from  time  to  time  shall  send  to  them. 

11.  The  Schout  and' Schepens  shall  also  be  bound  to  acknowledge 
their  High  Mightinesses  the  Lords  States  General  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands, and  his  Serene  Highness,  the  Lord  Prince  of  Orange,  as  their 
Sovereign  Rulers,  and  to  maintain  their  high  jurisdiction,  right,  and 
dominion  in  this  land. 

12.  The  choice  of  all  minor  officers  and  assistants  to  the  siud  Schout 
and  Schepens  (alone  excepting  the  Secretary's  office)  shall  be  made 
and  confirmed  by  themselves. 

13.  The  Schout  shall  personally,  or  by  his  substitutes,  put  in  execution 
all  the  sentences  of  the  Schepens,  without  releasing  anybody,  except  with 
tbif  advice  of  the  Court ;  also  take  good  care  that  the  places  under  his 
control  shall  be  purged  from  all  rascality,  gambling,  baudy-housea,  and 
such  like  inunoralities. 

14.  The  Schout  shall  enjoy  the  half  of  all  civil  fines  accruing  during 
his  term  of  office,  together  with  a  third  part  of  the  allowance  coming  to 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


HISTORY  OF  HARLEM.  313 

the  respective  towns  from  criminal  cases  ;  wherefore  be  shall  receive  no 
presento,  directly  or  indirectly,  forbidden  by  the  laws. 

15.  At  the  time  of  election,  the  Schout  and  8chepens  shall  nominate  a 
double  number  of  the  best  qualified,  honest,  intelligent,  and  most  wealthy 
inhabitants,  and  only  those  who  are  of  the  Reformed  Christian  Religion, 
or  at  least  well  disposed  thereto,  as  Schepens,  and  to  be  presented  to 
his  Honor  the  Governor,  from  whom  by  him  the  election  shall  be  made, 
with  the  continuation  of  some  of  the  old,  in  case  his  Honor  shall  deem 
it  necessary.  Done  at  the  fort  Willem  Hendrick  the  First  of  October 
Ao.  1673. 

By  order  of  the  Honbl.  Ctovemor  General 

and  Council  of  Neto  Netherlands 

N.  Batabd,  Secretary. 

On  Wednesday,  Oct.  4th,  Gov,  Colve  visited  Harlem  and  held 
a  council  there.  Some  of  the  people  of  Fordham  presenting 
themselves  complained  "  of  the  ill-government  of  their  land- 
lord  John  Archer/'  and  asked  the  privilege  of  nominating  their 
own  magistrates.  Archer  being  sifmmoned,  also  appeared ;  and 
on  hearing  the  complaint,  he  voluntarily  yielded  up  the  govern- 
ment there,  retaining  only  the  right  to  his  houses  and  lands ; 
whereupon  the  Court  granted  the  people  their  request,  and  on 
the  following  day,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  all  the  inhab- 
itants of  that  place  appeared  at  Harlem,  and  took  the  oath  of 
allegiance  at  the  hand  of  Gov.  Colve,  and  before  the  Heer  Cor- 
nelis  Steenwyck,  Burgomaster  Egidius  Luyck,  and  Secretary 
Bayard;  Resolved  Waldron  and  David  Demarest  being  also 
present.  Within  a  few  days  Johaifties  Verveelen,  Michiel  Basti- 
aensen,  and  Valentine  Claessen  were  elected  magistrates  at  Ford- 
ham,  the  first  being  also  made  secretary. 

The  Harlem  town  court  met  Oct.  6th  with  reference  to  the 
afeirs  of  Capt.  Delavall,  who  had  departed  with  Gov.  Lovelace 
for  England  in  the  ship  of  the  Dutch  commander  Benckes.  A 
statement  being  drawn  up,  he  was  'found  indebted  to  the  town 
9&  follows  : 

For  his  part  of  Preacher's  salary,  as  per  list  of  Jan.  16th 

preceding /  66  :  16 

''  his  share  of  the  general  expenses  of  the  town,  as  per 

Kst  of  Mar.  6tti 242  :  10 

•*  the  4  gardens  sold  him  off  the  Cheer  Pasture 100  :    0 

"  wages  for  labor  in  making  his  fences 84  :    0 

498  :  12 
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The  cutting  and  cartage  <rf  140  palisades,  far  the  city,  was 
also  to  be  added.  His  assets,  in  real  estate,  were  found  to  be, 
"  On  Jocbem  Pieters  in  9  lots,  54  morgen  ;  on  Keulen's  Hook 
in  2  lots,  6  morgen  ;  together  11  lots,  60  morgen.  In  the  Til- 
lage two  houses  and  erren.  And  meadows  for  hay  in  pro- 
portion.*' 

The  following  petition,  having  reference  to  Delavall,  was 
drawn  up  on  the  19th  of  October  : 

To  the  Noble,  Right  Honorable  Lord,  the  Governor  of  New  yethmiand. 
Respectfully  make  known  the  Schout  and  Rulers  of  the  Town  New 
Haerlem,  m  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  their  common  Inhabitantf,  your 
Excellency's  subjects,  how  that  they  the  petitioners  are  entitled  to  a 
considerable  sum  of  money  from  Capt.  Thomas  Delavall,  on  accoont  of 
burdens-  and  charges  which  by  this  town  some  years  hither  are  borne  upon 
the  lands,  houses,  and  house  lots  (erven),  of  the  Inhabitants,  being 
shown  by  the  assessments  and  accounts  thereof  kept  from  time  to  time ; 
and  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Delavall  having  possessed  extraordinaiy 
parcels  of  land,  as  also  houses  and  house  lots,  for  his  quota  has  done, 
contributed,  or  paid  not  one  stiver  to  the  dischar^g  of  the  town's 
debts,  to  the  great  grievance  of  the  community.  'Tis  now  such,  that  at 
this  village  lies  a  small  strip  of  land,  between  the  two  common  streets, 
reaching  west  to  conunon  land  named  the  Clover  Pasture,  having 
appertained  to  the  above-mentioned  Delavall,  who  upon  some  of  the 
same  ground  (die  op  de  ^ront  desadffs),  is  now  remaining  indebted  to 
this  town  one  hundred  guilders ;  So  it  is  that  they  the  petitioners,  in 
quality  as  above,  humbly  request  your  Excellency  to  be  pleased  to  grant 
and  confer  upon  them,  the  petitioners,  as  property,  in  recompense  for 
the  said  arrears,  the  said  small  strip  of  land,  so  that  the  iniiabitants 
aforesaid  n^y  use  it  for  a  Calf  Pasture  (as  the  calves  have  little  driving 
out),  the  which  to  nobody's  prejudice  in  particular  is  tending,  but  whi(£ 
may  serve  for  the  common  convenience  and  the  inheritance  (pifhor)  of 
this  town  and  its  Inhabitants  :  hereupon  awaiting  your  Excellency's 
favorable  answer,  remain  meanwhile  and  at  all  times  your  Excellency's 
right  willing  servants,  etc.     N.  Haerlem,  19th  Octobr.,  Ao.  1673. 

RB8AI.VERT  WaLDROK, 

David  dbs  Mabbst, 
JOOST  VAN  OBLnnrB, 
Arbnt  Hbbmensbk. 

Armoer,  The  Petitioners  are  allowed  to  use  the  small  Clover  Pasture 
requested,  provisionally,  till  such  time  as  order  shall  be  taken  about  the 
affairs  of  Capt.  Delavall.  In  the  mean  time  the  Petitioners  to  bring  in 
their  proper  claim  to  the  curators  to  be  chosen  thereto.  Done  in  Fort 
Willem  Hendrick,  on  the  date  23d  October,  Ao.  1673. 

By  order  of  the  Governor  General  of  N.  Netherland 
and  the  Hon.  Council, 

N.  Batabd,  Secretary. 
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On  tho  1st  of  November  Vander  Vin's  throe  years'  service 
having  ended,  he  was  engaged  for  another  year  as  clerk  and 
▼oorleser,  on  the  same  conditions  as  of  23d  October  1670,  to 
wit :  400  guilders,  dwelling  house,  and  fuel.  It  was  also  stipu- 
lated that  the  people  should  keep  the  bouse  and  the  garden 
fence  in  repair.  The  salary  was  to  be  paid  half-yearly  in  grain 
at  market  value,  and  "  according  to  the  old  list  of  the  free-will 
eontributorSy**  namely : 

The  Free-will  Contributors  to  the  Voorleser's  office  for  this  ensuing 
year: 

Resolved  Waldron /.  80  :  0 

Glaude  le  Maistre 

Jean  le  Maistre 4:0 

Joost  van  Oblinus 25  :  0 

Daniel  Tourneur 30  :  0 

Adolph  Meyer -. 30  :  0 

David  des  Marest 15  :  0 

Arent  Hermens 8:0 

Pierre  Cresson 4:0 

Lubbert  Oerritsen 20  :  0 

Cornells  Jansen 20  :  0 

JanNagel 15:0 

Jean  le  Roy 6:0 

Jan  Dyckman * 8:0 

Meynard  Journee 16:0 

The  Widow  of  Jan  La  Montagne 

Jan  Louwerens  van  Schoonrewocrt 

Simeon  Cornier 

Jean  le  Roy,  rent  of  the  Town's  allotment 120  :  0 

Rent  of  the  meadows,  beginning  1st  Maj,  1671, 
of  which  are  to  pay  each  year : 

David  des  Marest /.  24  :  0 

JanNagel 10  :  7 

Lnbbert  Gerritsen 10:7 

Johannes  Vermelje 10  :  7         55  :  1 

Glaude  le  Maistre's  annual  contribution  had  been  25  guilders, 
but,  for  reasons  which  will  hereafter  appear,  he  declined  to  re- 
new his  subscription.  The  three  others  wanting  the  amount 
were  new  subscribers  of  the  previous  year.  The  items  of  rent 
for  the  town  lands  being  added  brought  the  figures  up  to  400 
gl.  1  8t 

Some  of  the  neighboring  English,  exasperated  at  the  re- 
capture of  the  country  by  the  Dutch,  now  began  to  make 
trouble  ;  as  will  appear  from  the  following  minutes  of  proceed- 
ings at  Harlem : 
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Ao.  1673,  the  7tli  November,  Tuesday. 

Present^  Schout,  Magistrates  and  all  the  Inhabitants  of  this  village 
collected. 
"Whereas  by  daily  reports  we  are  informed  that  some  wicked  and  inso- 
lent persons,  of  the  English  nation,  their  riotings  make  about  these 
countries,  threatening  to  give  one  and  another  some  molestation  and 
trouble  by  robbing  and  burning  ;  before  which  threats  those  of  us  who 
live  outside  will  not  prove  secure.  But  as  much  that  is  feasible  to  be 
done  rests  upon  our  care,  through  heed  and  keeping  watch  upon  such  as 
may  be  disposed  to  do  the  same  some  hurt  and  damage,  owing  to  their 
ability  to  escape  away  to  a  great  distance ;  So  it  is  that  we,  Schout. 
Magistrates,  and  the  whole  community,  being  assembled,  have  found 
good  and  deemed  necessary  to  watch  by  turns  during  the  nights ;  and 
that  it  may  take  place  more  orderlv,  we  have  thou^t  it  necessaiyto 
appoint  a  suitable  person  as  Captain,  to  command  as  many  as  ^  on 
watch,  to  whom  we  promise  obedience  and  submission  in  all  that  which  he 
shall  therein  command,  upon  forfeiture  of  the  fines  also  hereby  ordered ; 
and  by  a  majority  of  votes  is  thereunto  chosen  and  confirmed  the  person 
Cknmelis  Jansen,  as  Captain.  And  moreover  the  community  are  divided 
into  four  companies  or  corporalships,  in  order,  by  turns  with  their  fellow 
soldiers,  to  keep  tlie  night  watch,  and  to  go  the  rounds  as  needful,  and 
each  his  arms  to  keep  ready,  provided  with  powder  and  lead  as  required. 
Whoever  neglects  the  watch  without  lawful  reason,  or  those  whose  arms 
are  not  ready,  wanting  necessary  powder  and  lead,  or  the  command  of 
the  Captain,  or  his  Corporal  oppose,  shall  forfeit  each  time  three  guilders, 
for  the  use  of  the  whole  company.  Thus  done  at  N.  Haerlem,  the  7th 
November,  1^73. 

List  of  the  Corporalshifb. 

1.  Jan  Nagel,  Carporaly 
Joost  van  Oblinus, 
Jau  Helmont, 

Jean  le  Maistre, 
Jean  le  Roy, 
Robert  Hollis. 

2.  Simeon  Cornier.  Corporal^ 
Lubbert  Gerritsen, 
Samuel  Pell, 

Jacque  el  Roe, 

Barent  Waldron, 

Samuel  des  Marest. 
8.  Jan  Dyckman,  Corpcralj 

Arent  Hermens, 

David  des  Marest,  Jr., 

Jan  Tinker, 

Conradus  Hendricksen, 

Cornells  Theunissen. 
4.  Adolph  Meyer,  Corporal^ 

Laurens  Matthyssen, 

David  des  Marest, 

Daniel  Toumeur, 

Jochem  Engelbert, 

Meyndert  Joumee. 
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The  gratitude  of  the  Dntch  inhabitants  at  the  restoration  of 
the  country  to  Holland,  now  fonnd  expression  throughout  the 
colony  in  the  observance,  not  of  a  day  merely,  but  of  a  series  of 
public  thanksgivings.  The  following  letter  and  proclamation 
from  the  new  governor  explains  it : 

Honest,  Beloved,  Faithful,  the  Schout  and  Magistrates  of  the  village 

BaerUm, 
Honest,  Beloved,  Faithful, 

These  serve  to  accompany  the  inclosed  proclamation  of  a  s^eneral  day 
of  thanksgiving,  fasting,  and  prayer,  which  you  are  required  to  publish 
at  the  usual  time  and  place,  and  to  take  care  that  it  be  observed  after 
the  tenor  thereof ;  let  also  the  inclosed  be  seasonably  sent  on  to  the 
village  of  Fordham.  Whereon  relying,  I  remain,  after  greetings,  your 
friend,  A  Colve. 

Fort  Willem  Hendrick, 

20th  November,  1678. 

Proclamation* 
Honest,  Beloved,  Faithful, 

Considering  the  manifold  blessings  and  benefits  wherewith  the  only 
good  and  merciful  God  has  favored  this  province  and  its  inhabitants,  of 
which  by  no  means  the  least  is  their  fortunate  restoration  under  their  form- 
er lawful  and  natural  rulers,  and  that  which  is  above  all  to  be  prized,  the 
continuance  of  the  reformed  worship,  which  also,  like  all  other  blessinffs 
and  benefits  to  us,  not  only  imposes  a  debt  of  gratitude,  but  also,  in 
truth,  humility  and  repentance  for  our  manifold  and  weighty  sins,  so 
tliat  the  Alnughty  Goa  may  continue  His  blessings,  and  this  land  and 
people  be  freed  from  His  righteous  judgments  and  well-deserved  punish- 
ment ;  Therefore  it  is  that  we  have  judeed  it  highly  necessary  by 
these  to  ordain  and  proclaim  a  general  day  for  thanks,  fasting,  and 
prayw,  which  everywhere  within  this  province  shall  be  observed  every 
first  Wednesday  in  each  month,  beginning  on  Wednesday,  the  6th 
December  next  coming,  and  so  following  on  each  first  Wednesday  in 
the  month.  And  that  all  may  be  the  better  practised  and  observed,  so 
are  by  these  interdicted  and  forbidden,  on  the  aforesaid  thank,  fast,  and 

Srayer  day,  all  labor,  and  play  of  tennis-court,  ball-tossing,  fishing, 
unting,  naming,  sailing,  dice-playing,  excessive  drinking,  and  all 
tapping  of  liquors  by  innkeepers  ;  the  whole  upon  penalty  of  arbitrary 
correction.  For  the  observance  of  the  same,  tne  Magistrates,  OfScers, 
and  Justices  of  this  province  to  whom  these  shall  be  sent,  are 
required  and  charged  strictly  to  provide  that  the  transgressors  be  pro- 
ceeded a^nst  as  they  should  be  ;  and  to  make  known  this  our 
proclamation  by  timely  publication  where  such  is  necessary.  Herewith 
committing  you  to  the  protection  of  the  Most  High  ;  Honest,  Beloved, 
Faithful, 

Tour  affectionate  friend,         A.  Colye. 
Fort  Willem  Hendrick, 
15th  November,  1078. 

*  This  interesting  document  is  newly  translated  from  the  Dutch,  the  old 
translation  printed  in  N.  Y.  Col.  Doc.  ii.,  658,  being  faulty. 
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In  fitting  mood  was  the  community  at  Harlem  to  receive  this 
message^  for  on  that  self-same  day,  Nov.  2l8ty  one  much  es- 
teemed in  the  town,  Lubbert  Qerritsen,  late  an  overseer,  de- 
parted this  life.*  The  town  was  also  full  of  the  alarms  which 
had  dictated  the  institution  of  the  night  watch,  and  excited  over 
the  arrest  at  Spuyten  Duyvel  of  one  .Francois  Beado,  aged  about 
27  years,  a  native  of  London,  for  being  concerned,  as  was  be- 
lieved, in  a  conspiracy  against  the  Dutch.  From  Verveden's, 
where  during  his  detention  he  had  tried  to  induce  one  James 
Pinnet,  of  Fordham,  "  to  assist  him  to  kill  the  ferryman  and 
other  people,  saying  they  were  but  Dutch,''  he  was  taken  and 
lodged  in  the  fort  at  New  Orange.  At  his  examination  before 
the  Governor  and  Council,  Nov.  28th,  Pinnet  and  Oeorge  Tip- 
pett  gave  evidence  against  him.  The  following  deposition  was 
also  taken : 

"  William  Smith,  aged  about  46  years,  inhabitant  of  Ford- 
ham,  declareth  upon  oath  that  Fran9ois  Beado,  now  in  prison, 
about  six  weeks  ago  came  to  the  deponent  at  Fordham  and 
inquired  what  neighbors  he  had ;  then  saying  further  that 
he  had  a  commission  from  tiie  *  *  on  this  side,  Canada,  to 
bum,  take,  kill,  and  ruin  all  the  Dutch  ;  because  he  and  his 
father  and  cousin  had  lost  by  them  about  800  pounds.  Which  he 
was  resolved  to  get  again  ;  and  when  this  deponent  questioned 
his  commission,  the  copy  of  which  he  did  read  to  the  deponent, 
he,  the  said  Beado,  replied  that  if  he.  had  no  other,  his  sword 
and  his  half -pike  (which  he  had  in  his  hand)  was  his  commis- 
sion, the  Dutch  being  his  enemies — and  the  second  day  after 

*  LuBBBRT  Gbrritsen,  having  lived  at  Gmvesend,  L.  I.,  till  after  his 
youngest  ch.  was  b.,  appears  at  H.  in  i66i,  when  he  bought  the  house  and 
land  ofMatthvs  Boon,  who  then  left  the  town.  He  was  chosen  adelborst  in 
1663,  and  held  several  town  offices  afterward,  serving  as  overseer  the  year 
before  he  d.  His  property  has  been  shown,  as  in  his  inventory  taken  Nov. 
^7t  1673.  His  chn.,  all  b.  in  this  country,  and  by  his  first  w.,  Grietien 
Dircks,  were  Lysbeth,  b.  1651,  who  m.  Dirck  Evertsen  Fluyt  and  Joris 
Burger,  both  of  N.  Y. ;  Gerrit  and  Dirck,  twins,  b.  1653 ;  Gerrit,  b.  1655, 
and  £va,  b.  1657,  who  ni.  Arent  Harmans  Bussing.  Lubbert's  second  m. 
with  the  wid.  Femmetie  Coenraets  has  been  noticed.  Their. contracts,  re- 
spectively providing  for  their  former  chn.,  are  dated  June  28,  and  their  m. 
bans  July  7, 1669.  Lubbert  chose  as  guardians  of  his  chn.'s  inheritance, 
Tan  Gerritsen  de  Vries,  from  Workum,  and  Adrian  Dircksen  Coen,  from 
Maasen,  in  Utrecht.  Judging  frem  their  patronymics,  these  may  have 
been,  one  his  br.,  the  other  his  first  wife's  br.  Dirck  and  Gerrit  Lubbertsen 
are  not  again  named  here  ;  the  last  no  doubt  the  *' Gerrit  Lubbertsen,  from 
New  York/'  who  m.  Alida  Everts,  at  Albany,  in  1684.  Pearson's  Alb,  SeU 
tiers. 
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the  said  Beado  came  again  to  the  deponent,  and  said  he  waa 
beset  by  three  rogues,  but  that  he  had  two  friends  in  the  woods 
with  whom  he  was  resolved  to  meet  them  ;  inquiring  further 
what  woman  Michiel  Bastiaensen,  his  wife  was,  saying  that  he 
would  bum  Mr.  Verveelen's  and  the  said  MichieFs  house,  but 
he  was  afraid  that  the  said  woman  would  betray  him,  she  having 
seen  his  half -pike ;  and  desired  further  that  this  deponent  would 
warn  Mr.  Gibbs,  who  quartered  at  Michiers  house,  of  his  in- 
tention.'' 

Beado  also  confessed  "  without  torture,"  and  being  found 
guilty  of  disturbing  and  breaking  the  peace,  was  sentenced  to 
be  publicly  bound  to  a  stake  and  branded  on  the  back  with  a 
red-hot  iron,  and  then  banished  from  the  province,  for  a  term 
of  twenty-five  years,  which  sentence  was  put  in  execution  on 
Dec.  20th. 

The  intense  excitement  which  these  things  created  in  the 
community  at  Harlem  was  heightened  by  the  fears  generally  en- 
tertained that  an  attempt  would  be  made  by  the  English  gov- 
ernment to  recover  possession  of  the  province.  The  following 
letter  received  from  Gov.  Colve  has  reference  to  this  : 

To  the  Schout,  Magistrates,  and  Inhabitants  of  the  Towns  of  New  Eaerlem 

and  Fordham, 
Good  Friends, 

On  last  Tuesday  week  I  had  some  conference  in  the  town  of  Midwout 
with  the  Magistrates  and  chief  officers  of  all  the  Dutch  towns  situated 
on  Lon^  Island,  concerning  the  present  condition  of  the  country,  and 
had  wished  indeed  that  time  and  the  season  of  the  year  had  ^rmitted 
me  to  visit  you  the  same  as  the  rest ;  but  time  not  allowing  this,  I  have 
therefore  deemed  it  necessary  hereby  to  incite  you  to  your  duty,  and 
with  many  of  the  other  ffood  inhabitants  to  fulfil  your  oath  and  honor, 
whereof  I  entertain  not  tne  least  doubt,  being  herein  partly  assured  by 
the  Schouts  of  your  respective  towns.  Therefore  nothing  remains  but 
to  recommend  you  to  keep  a  wakeful  eye  on  all  designs  which  may  be 
concocted  against  this  province  or  yourselves  in  particular,  and  always  to 
Jfe  ready  to  transport  your  families  and  movMes  hither^  on  certain  informa- 
tion of  the  enemy^s  approach,  or  on  special  command  from  me ;  and 
that  such  may  be  executed  in  good  order,  Schout  Resolved  Waldron  is 
hereby  appointed  chief  officer  of  the  militia  of  the  towns  of  Haerlcm 
and  Fordham,  with  order  to  communicate  these  presents  to  the  inhahit- 
ants  of  said  towns,  who,  for  the  preservation  of  better  order  in  each 
town,  are  hereby  required  to  choose  a  Sergeant,  and  not  to  fail  to  give 
me  information  of  all  that  occurs.  .  Whereupon  relying,  I  remain. 

Tour  friend,  A.  Colve. 

Fort  Willem  Hendrick, 
27th  Xber,  1678. 

This  coupling  of  Harlem  and  the  adjacent  parts  of  West- 
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Chester  in  one  jarifidiction^  seen  thus  early  to  bo  expedient^  was 
fully  consummated  just  two  centuries  later,  in  1873. 

The  panic  at  Harlem  was  almost  as  great  as  if  the  enemy 
wore  already  at  their  doors.  Influenced  by  rumors  of  their  ap- 
proach, many  left  for  the  city  or  other  places,  and  the  Sabbath 
congregations  were  reduced  to  a  mere  handful.  The  Secretary, 
Vander  Vin,  on  Jan.  21st,  1674,  makes  this  entry  in  the  deacon's 
accounts :  "  Owing  to  the  daily  reports  of  the  coming  of  the 
English,  the  inhabitants  being  fled  with  their  families  and 
movable  goods,  little  was  collected  and  found  at  the  date  of 
January  21st."  But  this  excitement  sopn  spent  itself  and  sub- 
sided, things  became  more  settled,  the  fast-days  were  regularly 
obserTed,  and  the  Sunday  services  better  sustained. 

About  this  time  complaint  was  made  against  Hendrick  Eier- 
sen  and  Beyer  Michielsen,  of  Fordham,  for  shooting  a  hog  be- 
longing to  Jean  le  Maistre.  These  two,  according  to  their  state- 
ment, came  over  to  this  Island,  on  Monday,  Jan.  29th,  to  look 
for  a  hog  which  had  strayed.  In  their  hunt  they  shot  a  deer, 
and  soon  after  that  Eiersen,  espying,  as  he  thought,  the  missing 
hog,  told  Reyer  to  shoot  it,  which  he  did.  As  they  could  carry 
but  one  with  them,  they  took  the  deer,  and  left  the  hog  for 
another  time.  Reyer  went  for  it  two  days  after,  when  some  one 
seeing  it  was  curious  enough  to  examine  the  head,  and  found 
upon  the  ear  the  mark  of  young  Lodewyck  Ackerman,  from 
whom  Le  Maistre  had  gotten  the  hog.  Reyer  passed  an  examina- 
tion before  the  magistrates  at  Harlem  on  Feb.  1st,  and  the 
case  was  referred  to  the  Burgomasters — Cornelis  Jansen,  who 
was  cousin  to  the  accused,  becoming  his  bail.  Tho  Bnrgo- 
masters,  Feb.  3d,  sent  the  case  back  to  the  magistrates  for 
further  inquiry.  This  was  made  on  the  5th,  the  testimony  be- 
ing sent  to  the  Burgomasters,  and  from  them  to  the  Governor 
and  Council,  by  whom  the  case  was  again  referred  back  to  the 
local  court  at  Harlem,  to  be  there  decided,  "  unless  they  find  it 
to  be  criminal.''  As  a  curiosity,  we  give  the  minute  of  the  ex- 
amination on  Feb.  5th  : 

On  6th  February,  Monday. 

Present,  the  Heeren,        Resolved  Waldron,  Schout 
David  des  Marebt,  ) 
J008T  VAN  Oblinus,  \  Magistrates. 

A  RENT   HeRMENSEN, 
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1. 


Question. 
What  is  your  name  f 


Interrogatories  to  be  put  to  Reyer  Michidsen  and  Hendrick  Kierseiif 
both  liring  at  Fordham,  about  the  shooting  of  a  hog,  upon  this  Island^  be- 
loDging  to  Jean  le  Maistre,  &c. 

Answer. 

3  St.  Rcyer  Michielsen. 

2d.  Hendrick  Kiersen. 

Ist.  In  the  Prince's  Land,  about 
Schoonrewoert 

2d.  At  Qiest,  in  the  Land  of  Drent. 

let.  About  20  years. 

2d.  About  25  years. 
to    1st  No  one  has  given  orders. 

2d.  Thought  not  that  he  was  doing 
wrong  to  fetch  his  own  hog. 

Ist  Well  knew  that  such  was  the 
order  under  the  English  rule,  but 
knew  not  that  it  continued  under 
the  Dutch. 

2d.  Asaboye. 

1st.  Knew  not  that  it  was  another 
person's  hoe,  but  his  brother-in- 
law,  Hendrick  Kiersen,  said  that  it 
was  his. 

2d.  Thought  that  it  was  his  own 
hog. 

Ist  Knew  well  that  it  was  not  my 
hog,  but  my  brother-in-law  still 
knew  not  better  than  'twas  his 
own. 

2d.  Knew  not  better  than  'twas  his 
own  hog. 

1st  Because  that  he,  having  shot  a 
deer,  thereupon  for  that  time  had 
enough  to  carry. 

2d.  That  they  had  to  carry  a  deer. 

1st.  Because  I  saw  that  in  the  night 
it  would  freeze,  and  then  the  £ur 
would  not  come  off. 

2d.  Because  that  he  thought  it  to  be 
his,  and  therewith  might  do  as  he 
saw  fit 

1st  Because  he  thought  that  they 
could  carry  it  better  in  sacks. 

2d.  Because  it  was  to  be  better  car- 
ried in  sacks;  but  has  not  been 
near  there. 

1st  Denied  that;  and  said  he  had 
had  no  thought  to  hide  the  sacks. 

1st.  Because  the  kill  was  frozen,  and 
the  canoe  could  not  get  off. 

2d.  That  he  was  bus^  with  thresh- 
ing, and  also  gave  it  no  thought, 
as  it  \r%s  a  lean  hog. 


2.  Wh«re  were  you  lorn  f 


3.  HovD  old  are  youf 

4.  Who  has   given  you  orders 
$hoot  hogs  upon  this  Island  f 


5.  You  knew  weU  that  you  might 
htmt  no  hogs  upon  this  Island 
^cUhout  the  knowledge  of  the  mag- 
istrates  of  N,  Haeriem  T 

6.  Why  do  you  shoot  other  people's 
hogsf 


7.  When  you  had  shot  the  hog,  did 
you  not  well  know  that  it  was  not 
yours? 


8. 


Why  did  you  not  take  it  away  ht 
the  first? 


9.  Why  did  you  skin  the  hog  ? 


10.   Why  did  you  carry  it  in  sacks  f 


11.  Why  sought  you  to  conceal  it, 
when  you  perceived  our  folks  ? 

12.  Why  did  you  not  fetch  the  hog 
ike  next  day? 
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The  result  was  that  proceedings  were  dropped,  the  e?idence! 
not  clearly  showing  a  criminal  intent ;  but  at  the  desire  of  the 
magistrates,  the  Governor  and  Council,  on  April  18th,  issued  a 
stringent  order  in  regard  to  the  offence  of  shooting  hogs  in  the 
common  woods  of  this  Island,  without  consent  of  the  Harlem 
or  City  authorities. 

The  attention  of  the  government  was  also  drawn  to  the  matter 
of  securing  the  horses  of  the  late  governor,  Lovelace,  and  of 
Capt.  Delavall  and  others,  "now  running  in  the  woods  upon 
Manhattan  Island, '^  and  the  magistrates  of  Harlem  were  notified 
to  employ  the  whole  community  on  the  second  day  of  the  com- 
ing Whitsuntide,  **  to  collect  and  drive  into  their  village  all  the 
horses'*  belonging  to  the  aforesaid  persons,  and  other  of  the 
late  English  officials.  This  order  was  given  by  the  Governor 
April  27th. 

Little  more  of  interest  transpired  in  the  **  dorp"  for  some 
months  succeeding,  except  a  few  transfers  of  property,  from 
which  may  be  had  an  idea  of  the  value  of  Harlem  lands  at  that 
period.  On  May  2d  Jean  le  Eoy  executed  a  deed  to  Simeon 
Cornier  for  his  farm,  consisting  of  a  house,  bam,  and  erf,  a  lot 
on  Jochem  Pieters,  and  one  on  Van.  Keulen's  Hook,  with 
meadows  ;  for  which  Cornier  had  a  bill  of  sale,  dated  Feb.  24rth, 
1672,  the  price  paid  being  1400  gl.  At  a  public  sale,  Jaly  5th, 
of  the  estate  of  the  late  Lubbert  Gerritsen,  a  lot  of  tillable  land, 
No.  9,  Jochem  Pieters,  with  the  crops  thereon,  and  the  meadows 
thereto  belonging,  and  the  erf  with  house  and  barn,  were  struck 
off  to  his  stepson  Conrad  Hendricksen,  for  875  fl.  His  lot  No. 
4,  Jochem  Pieters,  with  its  meadows,  and  a  garden  (No.  11),  for 
a  building  spot,  **  west  of  the  village  and  north  of  the  street," 
and  **  between  Cornelis  Jansen  and  Joost  van  Oblinus,"  was 
sold  to  David  Demarest,  Jr.,  for  925  11. 

But  now  came  news  of  a  peace  in  Europe,  welcome  enough  in 
itself,  but  which  cost  the  Dutch  inhabitants  a  tearful  regret 
when  they  learned  that,  by  stipulation,  the  colony  was  to  be 
again  given  up  to  the  English.  The  news  was  officially  com- 
municated in  a  letter  of  July  3d,  from  Secretary  Bayard,  in- 
closing the  Governor's  proclamation  of  peace,  dated  June  30th, 
and  postponing  the  fast-day  for  eight  days,  and  changing  it  into 
a  day  of  thanksgiving.     It  directed  that  on  July  11th  in  the 
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forenoon  religions  service  shonld  bo  lield,  and  the  proclamation 
of  peace  published. 

Several  months  passed  before  an  English  government  suc- 
ceeded to  tho  Dutch,  and  the  interval  was  marked  by  a  little 
shrewd  preparation  for  it.  This  caused  considerable  litigation 
in  the  town  court ;  several  parties  sued  the  Tourneurs,  to  re- 
cover for  work  done  for  Delavall,  by  direction  of  the  elder 
Toumeur,  while  acting  as  his  agent,  and  in  connection  with 
which  suits  the  old  story  of  Tourncur's  having  killed  a  man  in 
France  was  again  revived  by  the  Disosways,  and  as  the  widow 
said,  "to  the  great  damage  of  herself  and  children."  Theise 
demands  for  payment  were  generally  sustained,  though  it  ap- 
peared that  the  late  Toumeur  had  declared  to  Martin  Hardewyn, 
"I  will  no  more  pay  the  debts  of  Delavall,  but  I  willgive  you 
an  order  upon  him  to  pay  you." 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  tho  regularity  with  which  both  civil 
and  church  affairs  proceeded,  amid  all  these  disturbing  causes. 
The  new  nomination  for  magistrates  was  made  on  Sept.  24th, 
and  the  choice  and  confirmation  by  the  Burgomaster's  court, 
Oct.  4th.  Waldron  was  continued  as  schout,  and  Oblinus 
as  schepen,  the  new  schepens  being  Adolph  Meyer  and  Jan 
Dyckman.  On  Oct.  29th,  Do.  Nieuwenhuysen  came  up  and 
installed  as  new  deacon  Simeon  Cornier,  to  serve  with  Joost 
van  Oblinus,  then  holding  the  ofl&ce.  He  was  attended  by  the 
Heer  van  Cortlandt,  one  of  tho  city  elders,  and  the  accounts 
of  the  church  from  July  2Gth,  1072,  were  taken  up,  audited, 
and  pronounced  correct.*  During  that  period  there  had  been 
collected  on  the  Sabbath,  fast-days,  and  Fridays,  for  prepara- 
tion for  the  communion  (as  also  on  Christmas,  when  services 
were  hdd  and  the  largest  collection  realized),  the  sum  of  184 
florins,  9  stivers,  and  8  pennings,  from  which  71  florins  had 
been  expended  in  alms,  etc.,  leaving  a  balance  of  113  fl.  9  st.  8 p. 

*  Olof  Stevens  van  Cortlandt,  the  common  anc.  of  the  V.  C.  family 
in  this  country,  was  a  wealthy  brewer,  occupying  a  residence  in  Stone  street, 
adjoining  his  "  malthousc  ; "  and  here  he  d.  Apl.  4, 1684.  His  son  Jacobus, 
a -prominent  merchant,  bought  of  Jacques  Toumeur,  Sept.  28,  1705,  about 
tiro  acres  of  salt  meadow  on  the  Harlem  side  of  the  Spuyten  Duyvel,  which 
remaining  in  the  family  168  years  before  it  was  sold,  became  very  valuable. 
I»  a  communication  to  Mr.  Samuel  E.  Lyon,  of  New  York,  May  2,  1873, 
just  previous  to  said  sale,  we  had  the  pleasure  of  restoring  the  knowledge 
of  the  old  title  which  had  become  lost  to  the  owners. 
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in  the  deacon's  chest  Thereupon  Secretary  Vander  Vin  closea 
the  account  with  the  following  formal  entry  : 

"  On  the  date,  29th  October,  1674,  these  accounts  collected, 
and  agreeing  with  the  above  donations,  are  found  to  be  correct, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  Heer  Olof  Stevens  van  Cortlandt, 
Elder  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the  city  of  New  Orange, 
and  the  same  are  also  closed." 

Do.  Nieuwenhuysen  had  already  had  a  useful  ministry  ;  since 
he  came,  about  twenty  of  the  Harlem  people  had  been  received 
to  church-membership,  mostly  young  men  and  women.  The 
last  accessions  were  Adolph  MeyeVy  Cornelia  Jansen,  Conrad 
Hendricksen,  and  Jenn  h  Matstre,  on  March  1st  preceding ; 
and  the  next  were  received  Dec.  13th  following,  namely,  BarerU 
Wdldron,  his  sister  Ruthy  afterward  Mrs,  Jean,  le  Maistre,  and 
Uva  Luhherts,  afterward  married  to  Arent  Hermens  Bussing. 

Impatient  to  see  the  English  rule  re-established,  a  few  restless 
spirits  in  Westchester,  who  had  already  given  the  Dutch  much 
annoyance,  now  began  to  bluster  about  the  country  venting  their 
spleen  on  the  Hollanders,  and  vaunting  their  loyalty  to  the 
king.  Of  these  was  Thomas  Hunt,  Jr.,  who  having  at  first 
refused  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  been  ordered  to  leave 
the  province,  was,  at  his  father's  request,  allowed  to  remain  on 
accepting  the  oath  and  giving  security  for  its  observance.  On 
Monday,  Nov,  5th,  Hunt  and  five  or  six  others  came  riding 
toward  the  village.  Accosting  Pierre  Cresson,  who  was  en- 
gaged fixing  his  fence,  with  a  "  How  d'ye  do,"  to  which  he 
replied,  **  So  and  so,"  they  passed  on,  falling  in  with  a  flock  of 
geese,  which  they  began  to  chase,  heeding  not  Pierre's  remon- 
strance to  **  let  the  geeso  alone."  At  several  houses  in  the  vil- 
lage they  stopped,  demanding  in  an  insolent  manner  feed  for 
their  horses  and  bread  and  beer  for  themselves.  Mrs.  Tour- 
neur  told  them  she  had  nothing  to  give,  but  said,  **  There  is 
water ;  if  you  are  thirsty,  drink  it."  Her  daughter,  Madeleine 
(Mrs.  Dyckman),  pertly  added,  "  If  we  had  them  we  should  not 
give  them  to  you."  Finding  Jan  Nagel  at  his  house,  they 
called  out,  **  Here,  give  us  oats  for  our  horses ;  or  else  peas  or 
wheat."  Nagel,  not  the  one  to  be  intimidated,  answered,  "I 
have  no  oats ;  but  peas  and  wheat  are  strange  food  for  horses  !" 
Said  Hunt,  **  I  must  and  will  have  some,  nevertheless."    Nagel 
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repeated  that  he  had  none  for  him ;  whereupon  Hunt  asked 
** Does  not  Waldron  live  here?"  Nagel  signified  that  he  did. 
"He  does  not,"  replied  Hunt,  ^*  you  know  very  well  where  he. 
lives  f  and  so  saying  they  rode  on.  Waldron  was  not  at  home, 
bat  his  wife,  Tanneke  Nagel,  like  her  namesake,  showed  a 
proper  courage.  "  Give  us  oats  for  our  horses,"  demanded 
Hunt ;  to  which  Mrs.  Waldron  replied,  **  I  have  none."  *'  Then 
give  us  peas  or  wheat,"  said  he.  *'  There  are  none  threshed, 
and  I  cannot  get  any,"  was  the  answer.  With  his  us^al  oath. 
Hunt  said,  **  I  will  have  some,  threshed  or  unthreshed ;"  then 
adding,  **  Or  give  us  wine  or  rum  ;  have  you  nothing  for  the 
king's  soldiers?"  *'  I  know  no  king's  soldiers,"  said  the  ma- 
tron. "  I  am  a  soldier  of  the  king,  by  the  blood  of  God," 
said  Hunt,  striking  liis  breast,  '*  and  I  shall  an^  will  have  it ! 
Is  not  your  husband  the  Constable  ?"  he  further  demanded. 
"No,"  said  the  spirited  Tanneke,  "but  my  husband  is  the 
Schout  of  this  town."  Venting  curses  upon  Waldron,  Hunt 
turned  and  left  with  his  companions. 

Waldron  "entered  a  complaint  to  Gov.  Colve,  and  by  his  order 
the  magistrates  on  the  7th  held  a  court  of  inquiry  upon  the 
matter.  But  Hunt  just  escaped  merited  punishment,  owing  to 
an  important  event  which  happened  only  three  days  after,  and 
of  which  the  careful  Vander  Vin  makes  the  following  minute  : 

"  1674,  the  10th  November,  New,  or  31st  October,  Old  Style, 
▼as  the  fort  Willem  Hendrick  again  to  the  English  governor 
yielded  up,  and  the  governor,  A.  Colve,  with  his  people,  there- 
from departed  ;  the  fort  again  named  Fort  James^  and  the  city. 
New  York.' • 
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1674-1677. 


EKGLISH     RULE     ft£8T0B£D  ;    REFUGEES;    CAPTAIK    CABTEBET ; 
IKDIAN  WAB  ;  LAND  GBANTS  ;  BPUYTBN  DUYVEL  OCCUPIED. 

SIR  EDMUND  ANDROS,  the  new  governor  referred  to,  was 
accom]>anied,  besides  his  own  retinue  of  officers  and  sol- 
diers, by  several  families  of  French  refugees  who  had  fled  to 
England  from  the  Palatinate,  lately  invaded  and  laid  waste  by 
the  ruthless  armies  of  Louis  XIV.  under  Marshal  Turenne. 
Among  these  refugees  were  Nicholas  de  Vaux  (whence  our  De 
Vouw,  and  De  Voe),  Isaac  See,  Isaac  See,  Junior,  and  Jean  le* 
Comte,  all  of  whom  were  related.  These,  with  Gerard  Magister, 
evidently  of  the  same  band,  came  directly  to  Harlem  ;  on  ac- 
count, as  it  would  seem,  of  old  Mannheim  acquaintances,  Dema- 
rest  and  others.  Some  brought  their  household  goods,  but  as 
choicer  treasures,  the  Holy  Scriptures  in  French,  the  French 
Psalm  Book,  and  the  then  highly  prized  Book  of  Martyrs.  De 
Vaux,  Le  Comte,  and  their  wives  united  with  the  church  on  the 
first  opportunity,  the  13th  of  December. 

Andros  restored  the  English  form  of  government.  The 
Mayor's  Court  again  resumed  its  jurisdiction,  and  by  its  order 
the  town,  on  Dec.  7th,  nominated  a  double  number  of  persons, 
from  which  to  fill  the  places  of  constable  and  overseers.  The 
next  day  the  Court  acted  upon  the  nomination.  Schout  Wal- 
dron  gave  place  to  David  des  Marest  as  constable  ;  Comelis  Jan- 
sen  took  his  seat  as  an  overseer,  and  with  him  the  old  schepens, 
Oblinus,  Meyer,  and  Dyckman.  They  were  not  sworn  in  till 
Jan.  19th. 

Several  of  the  Dutch  settlers  about  Spuyten  Duyvel,  probably 
distrusting  the  English  and  feeling  unsafe,  removed  down  into 
the  village.     Michiel  Bastiaensen  and  his  son-in-law,  Hendrick 
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EierdtBDy  hired  from  the  widow  Toumeor  and  her  son  Daniel, 
Jan.  Ist,  1675y  their  farm  upon  Jochem  Pieters  and  Van  Ken- 
Jen's  Hook,  with  house,  bam,  orchard^  and  meadows,  stock  and 
Ivming  tools,  for  three  years  from  May  1st  ensuing.  The 
!Piwnienrs  apparently  intended  an  early  removal  to  their  farm 
on  Moatagne's  Flat,  which  was  to  be  Daniel's  inheritance. 
They  weare  still  annoyed  by  that  injurious  report,  the  more 
keenly  felt,  now  the  object  of  it  lived  only  in  their  affections. 
But  the  widow,  bent  on  putting  a  stop  to  it,  had  on  Dec.  22d 
made  complaint  to  the  Mayor's  Court,  that  Elizabeth  Nightin- 
gale ''had  greatly  defamed  her  husband  deceased."  There- 
upon "  the  Court  ordered  that,  it  being  formerly  determined,  the 
defendant  shall  either  at  Harlem  or  in  this  court  make  an 
acknowledgment  and  pay  all  costs."  Lysbet  had  to  comply, 
but  preferred  a  journey  to  the  city,  to  facing  exultant  adversa- 
ries whom  she  would  meet  at  the  town  court.  Her  appearance, 
January  19th,  the  day  the  magistrates  were  sworn  in,  is  thus 
noticed :  "  The  Def*  brought  into  y*  Court  her  suplicatory 
petieon,  in  w*'**  was  her  acknowledgm^  for  her  wrong  and  injury 
to  j«  Pit'  husband ;  w'**  y*  Court  accepted  off,  conditionally 
she  behaved  her  selfe  well,  and  pay  ail  costs,"  ♦ 

*  Marc  du  Sauchoy,  anc.  of  ihe  Disosway  family,  has  place  in  our  intra- 
dnctory  sketches  of  the  French  refugees,  etc.  As  we  follow  these  homeless 
refugees  from  exciting  scenes  in  the  Old  World,  when,  no  longer  the  suffer- 
ing victims  of  despotism,  we  can  only  contemplate  them  amid  peaceful 
walks  and  engaged  in  commonplace  pursuits,  we  cannot  but  mark  with 
interest  the  happy  effects  of  the  change  in  their  ambitious  and  laborious  ef- 
forts to  provide  a  home  and  living  for  themselves  and  families — the  admi- 
rable versatility,  especially  in  the  choice  of  new  callings,  with  which  they 
adapted  themselves  to  circumstances  every  way  extraordinary.  Our  Disos- 
way, late  wool-carder,  on  his  first  visit  to  this  country  found  employment 
in  clearing  up  some  land  at  Flatbush  for  Cornells  van  Ruyven.  Well 
pleased  with  the  island,  and  being  present,  June  17.  1655,  when  his  coun- 
tryman, Pierre  Terra^on,  bought  a  farm  at  Mespat,  Disosway  went  there  on 
bis  return  in  1657,  and  leasing  Burger  Joris'  mill  at  Dutch  Kills,  the  former 
wood-cutter  now  became  a  miller.  This  proving  a  failure,  but  by  no  fault 
of  bis,  he  gave  it  up  for  a  plantation,  and  turned  to  farming  in  the  town  of 
Brooklyn,  to  which  place  he  and  wife,  Apl.  10, 166 1,  transferred  their  church 
connection  from  New  Amsterdam.  Selling  his  farm  a  year  later  to  Pierre 
Prae,  from  Dieppe,  who  had  refuged  at  Leyden  when  Disosway  was  there. 
Hare  appears  at  H.,  Jan.  3,  1664,  as  prosecutor  of  a  claim  against  Claude 
le  Maistre  for  95^  gl.,  and  soon  after  removed  here,  and, hired  lands  of  Jean 
Ic  Roy.  How  long  was  the  lease,  we  know  not,  but  it  liad  expired  Mar.  15, 
1667,  date  of  their  settlement.  Archer  now  induced  him  to  take  a  farm  in 
Fordham,  where  he  continued  to  live  a  number  of  years. 

The  quarrel  with  the  Tourneurs,  grown  bitter  as  many  in  feudal  story, 
was  shown  in  the  mutual  disposition  to  vex  one  another.    The  charge  of 
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On  Jan.  llth^  1675^  the  commnnity  renewed  their  engagement 
with  Vander  Yin,  for  two  years' service  as  parish  clerk  and 
schoolmaster,  running  from  Oct.  23d  preceding.  The  terms 
were  as  before,  to  wit,  400  gl.  per  annnm,  with  fuel,  etc.  The 
following  persons  promised,  of  their  free-will,  to  give  the  sums 
set  opposite  to  their  names : 

Resolved  Waldron /.  30 

Joost  van  Oblinus **  38 

Cornells  Jansen  "  25 

Jan  Dyckman **  10 

Adolph  Meyer *'  14 

Jan  Louwe  van  Schoonrewoert "  80 

Daniel  Tourneur **  30 

Meynard  Journee "  16 

Jan  Nagel "18     ^ 

Maria  Montague *'  10 

Jean  le  Maistre **  10 

Arent  Hermens **    8 

Conradus  Hendricks **    8 

Lourens  Jansen **    8 

Barent  Waldron .^ "    6 

Pierre  Cresson **    4 

David  des  Marest,  Jr. **    4 

Isaac  Vermeille '*    8 

Total /.27a 

homicide,  reiterated  so  persistently,  was  met  by  recriminations  even  worse, 
till  the  local  magistrates  became  wearv  of  it.  Wisely,  the  Mayor's  Court 
cooled  Dame  Disosway*s  itching  to  push  her  adversary  to  the  wall,  by  mak- 
ing good  her  charge  ;  and  but  for  the  rejection  of  her  offer  to  send  to  France 
for  proof,  we  might  know  more  of  the  affieiir  in  question.  The  settlement 
of  some  old  accounts  between  the  parties.  Mar.  4,  1675,  In  presence  of  the 
magistrates,  was  another  step  toward  a  cessation  of  hostilities.  Still  Lysbet, 
but  four  davs  after,  made  another  charge  in  the  Mayor's  Court  against  the 
widow  T.,  but  it  was  dismissed  as  "a  vexatious  suit,"  with  costs  to  plain- 
tiff ;  and  no  more  is  heard  of  this  quarrel. 

Disosway  must  have  had  means,  to  pay  So  gl.  for  "  a  book  of  martyrs 
and  others,"  from  the  estate  of  Jean  le  Comte,  as  he  did  July  2,  1675.  He 
bought  lots  Nos.  8,  o,  on  Hoorn's  Hook,  from  Jan  Delamater,  Nov.  29* 
1679,  but  presently  sold  them.  On  June  7,  1683,  he  and  wife  took  letters 
from  the  Dutch  to  the  French  chh.,  newly  formed  under  Rev.  Pierre  Daille. 
He  soon  moved  to  Staten  Island,  where  225  acres  of  land  near  Daniel's 
Neck  were  laid  out  to  him  Apl.  5, 1684.  and  for  which  he  got  a  patent  July 
16,  1685.  In  16S9  S.  I.  partook  of  the  Leisler  excitement.  Disosway  in- 
formed the  government  that  many  of  his  neighbors  had  left  their  houses  and 
taken  to  the  woods,  '*  for  fear  of  the  Papists."  He  was  still  living,  Oct.  i, 
1706.  His  chn.,  as  far  as  known,  were  Madeleine,  b.  1657,  who  m.  Martin 
Hardewyn  (as  the  Dutch  wrote  it,  but  perhaps  Ardenne) ;  Marcus,  b.  1659 ; 
Jeanne,  b.  1662,  m.  Conrad  Hendricks  Boch.of  H. ;  Jean,b.  1665  ;  and  Maria, 
b.  1669.  Marcus  joined  the  Dutch  chh.,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  30.  1676,  but  later 
took  a  letter  to  the  French  chh.    Succeeding  to  his  fa/s  lands,  he  petitioned^ 
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Olaude  leMaistre  and  David  des  Marest,  Sen. /declined  to  sub- 
flcribe  ;  but  the  remaining  deficiency  was  to  be  made  up  by  rent- 
from  Jean  le  Boy  for  the  use  of  the  town  lot,  being  120  gl. 

Few  events  worth  naming  marked  the  close  of  the  winter. 
1675.  The  town  court  ^^as  much  occupied  with  petty  cases. 
On  Feb.  4th  it  was  resolved  to  remind  Jan  Bos  (Terbosch)  to 
pay  25  gl.  due  **  since  the  year  1667/'  for  an  erf  charged  to  him 
(that  bought  of  Robert  le  Maire),  or  to  enforce  payment  in  the 
Mayor's  Court.  On  Feb.^  6th.  the  Jansens,  Oornelis  and  Lou- 
rens,  completed  a  division  of  the  lands  bought  of  De  Meyer  ;* 
Comelis  taking  the  farm  (two  lots)  on  Montague's  Flat^  lots 
No.  18  Jochem  Pieters  and  15  Van  Keulen's  Hook,  and  the  two 
Out-gardens ;  and  Lourens,  No.  2  Jochem  Pieters  and  No.  6 
Van  Keulen's  Hook,  with  the  two  erven,  and  also  the  orchard 
occupying  two  north  gardens,  later  forming  the  John  P.  Wal- 
dron  homestead.  Lourens'  part  being  of  most  value,  as  it  in- 
cluded the  buildings,  he  agrees  to  give  his  brother  600  gl.  This 
property,  as  thus  divided,  composed  the  beginnings,  respectively, 
of  the  Kortright  and  Low  estates. 

Among  the  newly-arrived  French  refugees  before  noticed  was 
Jean  le  Comte,  with  his  wife  Mary  Laurens  and  one  child.     For 

Nov.  27,  1708,  for  two  vacant  tracts  next  to  him,  stating  that  he  '*hath  been 
an  inhabitant  of  Staten  Island,  and  hath  followed  husbandry  upwards  of 
thirty  years  past,  and  hath  nine  children,  four  whereof  are  sons,  brought  up 
to  husbandry  along  with  him."  This  was  no  doubt  granted,  as  by  his  will, 
made  Dec.  23, 1713,  and  proved  Jan.  27, 1714,  he  gives  each  ch.  a  farm,  rang- 
ing from  88  togs  acres.  But  three  sons  were  then  living,  viz.:  yob^  who  ra. 
Sarah  Deny;  Israel^  who  m.  Gertrude  van  Deventer;  and  Gabriel,  His  drs. 
were  Elizabeth^  w.  of  Peter  Barberie  ;  Susannah^  w.  of  Daniel  Hendricks  ; 
Mary,  w.  of  Thomas  Eyres ;  Dinah,  w.  of  Hendrick  Brees ;  and  Sarah,  unm. 
Part  of  the  original  Disosway  farm,  with  the  old  stone  house  upon  it,  is 
still  owned  and  occupied  by  some  of  the  desc. 

*  Nicholas  de  Meyer,  originally  from  the  city  of  Hamburgh,  was  one 
of  the  most  enterprising  and  successful  merchants  of  his  day,  often  visiting 
Europe  in  the  prosecution  of  his  business.  Few  men  enjoyed  so  much  of 
the  public  confidence.  He  was  several  times  an  Alderman  of  N.  Y.,  and 
once  Mayor.  He  was  chosen  a  member  of  Gov.  Sloughter's  Council,  but 
when  the  Governor  arrived.  Mar.  19,  1691,  Mr.  De  Meyer  had  just  d.  He 
left  a  fine  estate,  partly  in  Europe,  as  we  conclude  from  his  son  William's 
will-  He  m.  in  1655  Lydia,  dr.  of  the  Fiskael,  Hendrick  van  Dyck,  and 
in  16S9  Sarah  Kellenaer,  wid.  of  Rev.  John  Weekstein,  of  Esopus.  His 
chn.  were,  Johannes,  b.  1656 ;  Wilhelmus,  b.  1637  ;  Anna-Catrina,  b.  1661 ; 
Deborah,  b.  1664 ;  Elizabeth,  b.  1666  ;  and  Henricus,  b.  1668.  Johannes  d. 
before  1689,  without  issue.  (Johannes  De  Meyer,  so  called,  of  N.  Y.,  who 
left  a  will  dated  Sept.  13,  1725,  was  a  Meyer,  not  a  De  Meyer.)  Anna- 
Catrina  De  Meyer  m.  1680  Jan  Willems  Neering,  from  Bordeaux,  and  went 
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want  of  a  dwelling,  they  were  allowed  by  the  constable,  Dema- 
rest,  to  put  their  household  effects  in  his  barn.  The  father  was 
now  prostrated  by  a  sickness  which  no  efforts  of  the  '  chirur- 
goons  '  employed  could  help,  and  he  died  May  24th.  His  per- 
sonal estate,  per  inventory  taken  July' 2d,  amounted,  less  expen- 
ses, to  606  gl.,  of  which  the  widow  set  apart  300  for  her  little 
son  Moses,  who  afterward  married  Glaude  le  Maistre's  daughter 
and  settled  at  Esopus,  leaving  descendants  called  De  Graaf, 
which  was  the  Dutch  for  Le  Comte  or  Lecount. 

There  had  recently  arrived  at  Harlem  *'  a  person  of  quality," 
as  he  is  styled.  Captain  James  Carteret,  descended  remotely  from 
the  famous  Lords  de  Carteret  of  the  Cotentin  in  Normandy, 
and  directly  allied  to  the  De  Carterets,  Lords  of  St.  Ouen,  in 
the  island  of  Jersey,  noticed  in  our  opening  chapter,  and  at 
which  place  various  members  of  the  family  were  now  enjoying 
prominent  civic  positions.*  The  captain's  father.  Sir  George 
De  Carteret,  Baronet,  had  been  governor  of  that  island  as  early 
as  1626,  was  knighted  twenty  years  later,  and  now  held  a  seat 
in  the  Honorable  Privy  Council  of  England,  being  also  "  Vice- 
chamberlain  of  His  Majesty's  household  ;"  which  eminence  he 
had  gained  by  marked  devotion  to  Kings  Charles  I.  and  IL 
Capt.  James  Carteret,  being  the  second  son,  was  bred  to  the  sea, 

to  New  Castle,  Del. ;  Deborah  m.  in  1684  Thomas  Crundall,  in  1691  Capt. 
Thomas  Lyndon,  and  in  1697  William  Anderson — all  Englishmen  ;  Elizabeth 
m.  in  1687  Philip  Schuyler,  of  N.  Y.,  merchant,  afterward  of  Kingston.  Hen- 
ricus  De  Meyer,  of  N.  Y.,  merchant,  m.  1689  Agnes,  dr.  of  Jacob  De  Key.  He 
bought  his  late  fa/s  mansion  near  the  Sladt  Huys,July20,  idoi.butd.  in  1692; 
in  1696  his  wid.  m.  William  Janeway,  Esq.  Henricus  De  Mejrer  left  issue, 
Lydia,  b.  169^,  and  Henricus,  b.  1692.  The  latter  d.  in  1739,  leaving  a  dr. 
Agnes,  w.  of  Edward  Nicoll,  and  of  whom  my  friend  Mr.  Jos.  O.  Brown, 
is  a  desc.  Wilhelmus  De  Meyer,  called  in  the  will  of  Nicholas  the  eldest 
son,  m.  1678  Catharine  Bayard,  sr.  of  Col.  Nich.  Bayard.  He  settled  in 
Kingston,  Ulster  Co.,  where  he  inherited  property  from  his  fa.  ;  was  made 
deacon  in  168 1,  and  elder  in  1692.  He  was  much  in  public  life,  became 
lieut.-colonel  of  militia,  and  d.  in  1710,  his  w.  surviving.  His  will,  dated 
Jan.  10, 1705,  proved  Jan.  8,  1711,  divides  his  property  "  as  well  in  this  prov- 
ince as  in  Europe,"  among  his  chn.  therein  named,  being  Lydia^  b.  1681 ; 
Nicholas,  b.  1683  ;  Anneke,  b.  1685  ;  Catrina^  b.  1689  ;  and  Deborah^  b.  1693. 
Lydia  m.  Andries  Douw.  Nicholas  De  Meyer  m.  Elsie  Schoonmaker,  and 
d.  on  his  farm,  near  Esopus  Creek,  in  1766,  having  sons,  William,  Jeremiah, 
and  Benjamin,  and  a  dr.  Catharine,  who  m.  Christopher  Kiersted. 

♦Amice  de  Carteret  and  Charles  de  Carteret,  Esquires,  were  Jurats  of 
the  island  ;  Mr.  Nicholas  de  Carteret,  Sergeant  of  Justice,  in  Greuville  Par- 
ish ;  and  Edward  de  Carteret,  Knight  (uncle  of  Capt.  James),  was  first  Gen- 
tleman Usher  in  Ordinary  to  the  King,  and  Usher  of  the'* Verge  Noire 
Bailly  ;*'  as  per  an  old  legal  parchment  of  July  29, 1678,  in  my  possession. 
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took  command  of  a  meorchantman  in  the  India  trade  prior  to  the 
Bestoration,  and  subsequently  of  a  British  man-of-war.     He  was 
captain-general  of  the  forces  which  in  1666  attempted  the  re- 
covery of  St.  Kitts  from  the  French,  and  later  had  commaad 
of  marines  in  the  Duke  of  York's  ship.    In  1671,  on  being  made 
a  landgrave  of  Carolina,  of  which  colony  Sir  George  was  part 
owner,  he  embarked  directly  for  America  to  visit  his  new  do- 
mains, but  bearing  also  certain  instructions  and  powers  from 
the  Lords  Proprietors  of  New  Jersey,  advisory  if  not  supervi- 
sory (as  more  than  his  own  words  plainly  show),  touching  the 
affairs  of  that  province,  over  which  his  younger  kinsman.  Gov. 
Philip  Carteret,  had  for  several  yeai*s  presided.     On  coming  to 
New  Jersey  Capt.  Carteret  found  the  people  full  of  complaints 
against  their  governor  for  alleged  violations  of  their  rights,  and 
matters  growing  worse,  soon  led  to  an  open  revolt,  and  a  press- 
ing call  upon  the  senior  Ca,rteret  to  interfere,  which  the  latter 
felt  himself  justified  in  doing.     For  the  details  of  this  short  but 
manly  struggle  of  the  people  to  rid  themselves  of  a  supercilious 
and* incompetent  ruler,  with  the  sympathy  and  under  the  lead  of 
the  generous-heaiied  captain,  reference  may  be  had  to  the  an- 
nals of  that  State.*    Meanwhile  our  Carteret,  in  1673,  married 
Prances,  daughter  of  Capt.  Thomas  Delavall ;  soon  after  which, 
submitting  to  a  decision  of  the  king  and  the  Lords  Proprietors 
in  favor  of  Gov.  Philip,  and  to  the  wishes  of  his  father,  he  left 
New  Jersey,  and  in  July  following,  attended  by  his  wife,  sailed 
for  Carolina.     Unluckily  the  vessel  was  taken  by  the  Dutch  fleet 
on  its  way  to  the  capture  of  New  York,  but  the  Carterets  wish- 
ing to  gain  their  destination,  were  set  ashore  in  Virginia.    Capt. 

♦  Capt.  Carteret,  in  a  letter  dated  Elizabeth  Town,  in  New  Jersey, 
June  14.  1672,  and  addressed  to  Gov.  Lovelace  and  Council,  in  reply  to  one 
of  theirs,  charges  Capt.  Philip  Carteret  with  having  "for  several  years  past 
threatened  and  forbidden  our  people,  upon  pain  of  death,  not  to  exercise 
themselves  in  military  affairs  or  discipline,"  besides  "other  gross  miscar- 
riages ;"  by  which  he  had  *'  unjustly  dissatisfied  and  impoverished  the 
King's  subjects  in  this  Province.*'  As  to  differences  between  himself  and 
said  Philip  Carteret,  he  has  no  doubt  **but  they  will  in  time  be  healed  or 
cured  by  the  Honorable  Lords  Proprietors,  unto  whom  they  are  already  pre- 
sented and  referred.'*  But  he  deems  **  a  true  understanding,"  to  still  quote 
his  words,  "  unnecessary  to  be  declared  to  unconcerned  persons,  seeing 
that  I  am  not  under  obligation  to  render  the  same  to  any  but  to  his  Majesty, 
and  nay  superiors,  the  Lords  Proprietors,  by  whose  orders  and  instructions  I 
act.  1  shall*  in  an  orderly,  meek,  and  peaceable  way,  endeavor  to  suppress 
such  as  do  most  falsely,  without  either  show  or  color  ot  truth,  repute  me  a 
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Delavall  meanwhile,  his  estates  confisoatei  by  the  victorious 
enemy,  had  returned  to  England  and  engaged  in  merchandise 
in  London.  But  on  the  eve  of  the  new  governor  Andros'  depar- 
ture for  New  York,  to  reclaim  it  from  the  Dutch,  Delavall  pro- 
cured the  Duke  of  York's  order  for  the  restitution  of  all  his 
estate  in  this  colony,  with  the  evident  purpose  of  sending  it  by 
Andros.  The  order,  however,  was  not  placed  on  record  here  till 
January  23d,  1675,  which  was  near  the  date  of  Carteret's  reap- 
pearance, empowered  to  take  charge  of  his  father-in-law's  prop- 
erty at  Harlem  ;  whence  we  infer  that  it  was  recorded  and 
promulgated  only  when  Carteret  arrived  from  Carolina. 

Taking  part  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  town,  Capt.  Carteret 
found  himself  courted  for  his  abilities,  and  his  influence  with 
the  ruling  powers.  Governor  Andros  being  his  kinsman.  Con- 
sequently, when  the  inhabitants  resolved  to  ask  that  governor  to 
confirm  their  patent,  Carteret  was  deputed  with  others  as  the 
bearer  of  their  petition,  which  was  couched  in  the  following 
words,  and  for  the  governor's  information  was  accompanied  by 
*' the  Great  Patent  in  English,"  and  "the  Confirmation  m 
English,'^  both  being  referred  to  in  the  petition. 

To  HIS  EXCBLLENCT  THE   GOVERNOR   GENERAL,  at  NetO  Torh, 

We  the  CoBstable,  Overseers  and  common  Inhabitants  at  the  village 
of  New  Haerlera,  declare  to  have  constituted  and  empowered,  as  by 
these  we  do  constitute  and  empower,  the  Hon.  Capt.  James  Carteret, 
David  des  Marest,  constable,  Joost  van  Oblinus,  overseer,  and  Resolved 
Waldron,  for  and  in  behalf  of  this  town^s  jurisdiction  and  privileges,  to 
request  and  obtain  from  his  Excellency,  the  Goremor  of  this  province, 
the  maintenance  and  confirmation  of  their  Patent  granted  by  the  late 
Governor  Richard  Nicolls,  dated  the  11th  October  Ao.  1667,  and  con- 
firmed by  his  Excellency,  Governor  Francis  Lovelace,  on  the  date  22d 
June  Ao.  1670  ;  promising  for  good,  durable  and  of  value,  to  hold  and  to 

disturber  of  the  country.  These  have  very  lately  published  me,  by  their 
writs,  a  rebel  anl  mutineer,  who  am  proprietor  of  my  father* s  interest  in 
this  Province,  And  if  God  spare  life,  I  will  give  his  Royal  Highness  an 
account  of  them  by  the  first  occasion,  and  after,  second  it  myself  by  a 
verbal  declaration,  how  I  am  used  in  his  territories,  as  also  who  they  be 
that  have  appeared  like  enemies  to  king  and  country."  This  frank  and 
spirited  letter,  which  does  the  writer  no  discredit,  may  be  found,  with  the 
one  which  called  it  forth,  in  vol.  4,  General  Entries,  Secretary  of  State's 
Office,  Albany.  But  advices  from  England  put  an  end  to  Capt.  Carteret's 
authority ;  the  king,  by  letter  dated  Dec.  9,  1672,  directing  Capt.  John 
Berry,  Dep.  Gov.  of  N.  J.,  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  laws  and  govern- 
ment established  in  that  colony  by  authority  of  Lord  Berkeley  and  Sir 
George  Carteret. 
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ratify  whatever  by  the  aforesaid,  our  committee,  in  the  premises,  shall 
be  done  and  executed  concerning  it,  whether  the  case  reauire  greater 
or  special  burden,  whereupon  we  shall  fully  rely  and  hola  our  peace  ; 
therefore  humbly  pray  your  Excellency  t^  be  pleased  to  maintam  and 
protect  our  liberties  and  privileges,  according  to  the  aforesaid  Patents, 
against  every  one  who  may  design  or  think  to  trouble  the  same  ;  Where- 
for  we  shall  remain  your  Excellency's  good  and  obedient  subjects,  ete.y 
the  Constable,  Overseers  and  common  Inhabitants  at  the  village  of  N. 
Haerlem.     Done  N.  Haerlem,  16th  June,  1675. 

By  order  of  the  stune, 

Hendr.  J.  Vandr.  Vin,  Secretary, 

William  Palmer,  ship  carpenter,  was  now  engaged  building  a 

"ketch''  at  Harlem,  and  with  his  family  occupied  a  house  as 

tenant  of  Capt.    Carteret.     Etienne   Roehelle,*  employed   by 

Carteret,  went  thither  on  Sunday,  July  4th,  to  pick  cherries. 

He  was  in  one  of  the  trees  which  stood  beside  Palmer's  house, 

with  Nicholas  do  Vaux,  whom  he  had  asked  to  assist  him  in 

picking,  when  Palmer  came  out  and  roughly  bade  them  get 

down.     Stephen  refused.,  '^  saying  that  he  had  orders  from  his 

master  to  pick  cherries."    Then  Palmer  jerked  Stephen  by  the 

foot,  plied  him  with  oyster-shells,  and  finally  took  a  stick  to 

him,  when  the  latter  was  forced  to  leave  the  tree.     Running  to 

tell  the  constable,  and  then  Waldron,  neither  of  whom  were 

found  at  home,  he  was  overtaken  by  Palmer,  who  had  followed 

him,  crying  "  Papist,  Papist  I'*  and  who  first  struck  him  with 

his  stick,  then  seized  him  by  the  throat  and  tried  to  choke  him  ; 

but  Stephen  breaking  away  fled  into  the  house  of   Meynard 

Jonmee.     Palmer  then  turned  upon  William  Noird,  Carteret's 

bookkeeper,  who  had  come  to  Stephen's  aid,  and  giving  him  a 

blow  with  his  stick  he  also  thought  best  to  retreat.     Palmer 

now  spit  out  his  spleen  before  the  house  of  Joumee,  shaking 

•  Geneau,  or  Gano.  See  Notes  pp.  107.  120.  He  bought  property  in 
New  Amsterdam,  Apl.  29,  1662 ;  again  July  15,  1670,  a  house  and  lot  in 
Broadway  ;  and  his  wife  Lydia  Metereu  another,  on  the  Bever  Graft,  Apl. 
22, 1672.  In  1676,  he  was  granted  80  acres  of  land  on  Staten  Island,  "  near 
the  commons.'*  Geneau  was  a  Huguenot.  *'  Flight  or  the  relinquishment 
of  the  Protestant  religion  was  the  only  means  of  preserving  his  life.  One 
of  his  neighbors  had  been  martyred  ;  he  was  determined  on  as  the  victim 
for  the  next  day,  information  of  which  he  received  in  the  dead  of  the  night. 
He  therefore  chartered  a  vessel,  removed  his  family  on  hoard,  and  in  the 
morning  was  out  of  sight  of  the  harbor."  From  his  son  Francis,  whom  he 
'  brought  with  him,  come  all  of  the  name,  so  far  as  known.  The  above  extract 
is  from  Memoirs  written  by  his  desc.  Rev.  John  Gano,  chaplain  in  the  Am. 
army  in  the  Revolution,  and  afterward  a  pastor  in  N.  Y.,  and  who  d.  at 
Frankfort,  Ky.,  in  his  78th  yr.,  Aug.  10,  1804. 
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his  stick  and  uttering  threats  against  the  persons  within,  while 
Noird,  finding  Demarest  the  constable,  got  an  order  from  him 
to  restrain  Palmer  from  picking  the  cherries,  and  delivered  it  to 
Palmer's  wife.  Many  of  the  villagers,  brought  out  of  their 
houses  by  the  uproar,  as  Cornelis  Jansen,  Jan  Hendricks  Kyck- 
uyt  (or  Brevoort,)  Jean  le  Maistre,  Jan  Nagel  and  his  wife,  and 
Mrs.  Cornier,  saw  the  affray,  and  the  assaults  made  on  Carteret's 
people.  Palmer  returning  to  his  house  and  finding  himself 
served  with  an  injunction  from  the  constable,  boiled  with  rage, 
and  going  over  to  Noird's  toward  evening,  found  Daniel  Toar- 
neur  there  engaged  in  slaughtering  a  sheep,  for  which  purpone 
Noird  had  sent  for  him.  Palmer  asked  William  by  whose  direc- 
tions he  had  procured  the  constable's  order  forbidding  him  to 
pick  cherries.  "  By  my  master's,'*  said  Noird,  "  and  if  I  had 
no  orders  I  should  have  done  it,  knowing  well  how  to  answer  for 
it.'.'  On  which  Palmer  retorted,  "  Had  I  been  at  home  as  well 
as  my  wife,  I  would  have  quickly  paid  you  off,  and  made  you 
find  your  legs,  and  possibly  the  constable  the  same,  though  it 
was  Sunday  ;  yes,  even  though  your  master  had  been  present" 

This  breach  of  the  peace  was  duly  reported  to  the  Governor, 
and  an  investigation  ordered,  which  took  place  two  days  after, 
Noird  taking  a  copy  of  the  testimony  ;  but  we  hear  no  more  of 
it,  for  news  of  graver  import  now  filled  the  minds  of  the  com- 
munity. 

On  that  self -same  Sunday,  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
Gov.  Andros  was  aroused  from  his  slumbers  to  hear  the  startling 
intelligence  that  the  Indians  had  taken  up  arms  at  Narragan- 
sett,  in  N^w  England,  and  murdered  some  of  the  settlers ;  at 
the  head  of  this  rising  being  the  shrewd  and  powerful  chief  of 
the  Wampanoags,  from  whom  the  bloody  conflict  which  ensued 
took  the  name  of  *'  King  Philip's  War."  The  same  evening  the 
Governor  sailed  with  a  military  force  for  Connecticut  River,  but 
soon  returned  on  finding  he  was  not  needed  there. 

The  possibility  that  the  Indians  in  this  province,  from  sym 
pathy  for  their  brethren  at  the  east,  might  be  induced  either  to 
join  them  or  take  up  the  hatchet  against  our  own  inhabitants 
here,  led  the  Governor  and  Council  to  the  precaution  of  invit- 
ing some  of  the  chiefs  to  an  interview  to  renew  the  bond  of 
friendship  ;  seeing   no  reason    for   breaking  with  these  tribes 
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"upon  account  of  the  war  between  our  neighbors  and  their 
Indians. ''  But  it  was  enjoined  upon  the  several  towns  to  main- 
tain a  strict  watch.  And  to  allay  or  prevent  excitement  at 
Harlem,  a  message  from  the  Mayor  was  published  in  the  village, 
August  9th,  charging  all  there  at  their  peril  not  to  beat  the 
drum  nor  to  hold  any  meetings,  neither  to  ferry  any  stranger 
across  the  river,  without  the  knowledge  and  sanction  of  the 
constable.  This  had  reference  to  the  practice  long  in  vogue  in 
the  town  before  they  had  a  bell,  of  beating  the  drum  to  call  the 
people  together,  upon  all  occasions.* 

Verveelen  at  Spuyten  Duyvel  was  required  to  exercise  all  his 
vigilance.  It  happened  that  Jan  Hendricksen,  alias  Eyckuyt, 
"  inhabitant  here,*'  having  been  sent  by  the  constable  of  Har- 
lem to  Fordham,  with  a  warrant  that  came  from  New  York, 
arrived  at  Verveelen's  just  after  sunset.  Presently  there  was  a 
knock  at  the  door,  and  a  messenger  from  Fordham  came  in,  who 
said,  "  Verveelen,  I  am  sent  to  warn  you  to  come  to  the  watch.'' 
Verveelen  replied  that  he  could  attend  to  no  watch  other  than 
to  pass  people  over  the  ferry,  and  that  there  was  a  person  then 
in  the  house  with  a  warrant,  and  who  must  be  ferried  over  again. 
But  as  the  other  insisted,  and  argued  the  risk  of  refusing,  "  Let 
them  call  me  before  his  Honor  the  Governor,''  said  the  resolute 
ferryman,  **  and  I  will  answer  them  there. "  The  messenger  left, 
but  at  midnight  there  came  three  or  four  persons  before  the 
ferry-house  making  a  great  clamor,  and  trying  to  force  the  door, 
calling  upon  Verveelen  to  come  to  the  watch.  No  heed  being 
paid  to  them,  they  finally  went  away  in  a  great  rage.  It  was 
then  suspected,  as  it  afterward  turned  out,  that  no  such  order 
had  been  sent ;  and  this  ruse  to  decoy  the  ferryman  fronv  Ws 
post  of  duty  while  they  executed  some  mischief  which  they  were 
brewing,  had  succeeded  but  for  Verveelen's  firmness.     At  this 

*  The  venerable  Belx  still  in  use  at  the  Reformed  church,  3d  avenue  and 
I2i8t  street,  is  the  first  within  the  bounds  of  Harlem  -of  which  we  have  any 
IcDowledge.  "  It  was  cast  in  Holland  expressly  for  this  church.  Among 
other  metals,  it  contains  twenty  dollars'  worth  of  gold  and  twenty  dollars' 
worth  of  silver ;"  at  least,  so  says  a  communication  made  by  '*  Knicker- 
bocker" to  the  Harlem  Traveler,  in  January,  1863.  The  writer  probably 
knew  whereof  he  affirmed,  but  it  would  be  gratifying  could  we  trace  this 
statement  to  its  source.  The  bell,  only  relic  of  the  old  stone  church  erected 
in  1686,  has  the  following  inscription  : 

AMSTERDAM,  Anno  1734,  ME  FECIT. 
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time  a  most  unfriendly  feeling  existed  between  Verveelen  and 
Archer.  The  latter  had  cut  the  hay  on  Verveelen's  meadows ; 
the  Mayor's  Court,  to  which  Verveelen  complained  Aug.  17th, 
appointed  arbitrators,  who  decided  "  that  the  meadow  in  contro- 
Tersy  belonged  to  the  plaintiif.  '*  Nevertheless  Archer  carried  off 
about  four  loads  of  hay,  to  recover  which  Verveelen  petitioned 
the  Governor  and  Court  of  Assize.  And  during  the  next  win- 
ter, "  about  the  month  of  January, '*  Archer  and  his  confederates 
went  to  Verveelen's,  and  "  by  force  and  arms"  took  out  of  his 
house  '^  a  quantity  of  wheat,  and  divers  merchandises  and  house- 
hold goods,"  to  the  value,  as  Verveelen  alleged,  of  980  gL,  and 
to  recover  which  he  afterward  sued  Archer  in  the  Mayor's  Court. 
But  we  will  not  anticipate. 

Mid-autumn,  1675,  brought  new  alarms.  In  vain  had  the  Gov- 
ernor a  few  weeks  before  issued  a  proclamation  to  assure  the 
people  of  *'  the  falsity  of  late  reports  of  Indians*  ill  intents." 
King  Philip's  Indians  were  said  to  be  advancing  westward  in 
order  to  destroy  Hartford  and  other  places  this  way  as  far  as 
Greenwich.  This  done,  what  could  stay  their  onward  march  to 
New  York  ?  The  Governor,  to  jirevent  any  co-operation  on  the 
part  of  our  Indians;  immediately  directed  that  their  canoes  on 
the  shores  of  the  Sound  should  be  laid  up  where  they  could  not 
be  used,  and  ordered  the  Wickquaskeeks  at  Ann's  Hook,  now 
Pelham  Neck— then  one  of  their  summer  haunts,  and  where  to 
our  day  are  many  Indian  graves — **  to  remove  within  a  fortnight 
to  their  usual  winter  quarters  within  Hellgate  upon  this  island." 

This  winter  retrpat  was  either  the  woodlands  between  Harlem 
Plains  and  Eiugsbridge,  at  that  date  still  claimed  by  these  Indi- 
ans as  hunting-grounds,  or  Rechawancs  and  adjoining  lands  on 
the  Bay  of  Hellgate,  as  the  words  **  within  Hellgate"  would 
strictly  mean,  and  which,  by  the  immense  shell-beds  found  there 
formerly,  is  proved  to  have  been  a  favorite  Indian  resort  That 
this  was  the  locality  referred  to,  seems  indeed  to  follow  from  the 
fact  that  the  Indians,  removing  in  obedience  to  the  above  order, 
attempted  to  pass  up  the  Harlem  River,  but  were  stopped  at  the 
village  by  Constable  Demarest  They  said  they  were  "  going 
to  Wickquaskeek,"  but  could  show  no  pass.  Demarest  there- 
upon detained  them,  and  dispatched  a  letter  to  the  Governor,  to 
which  came  the  following  answer  : 
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Mb.  Cohotablb, 

I  have  just  now  seen,  by  youw  of  this  day  sent  express  by  Wm. 
Palmer,  of  your  having  stopt  10  or  12  Indian  canoes,  with  women, 
children,  corn  and  baggage,  coming  as  they  say  from  Westchester,  and 
going  to  Wicker9<ree£y  but  not  any  Pass  mentioned  :  So  that  you  have 
done  very  well  in  stopping  the  said  Indians  and  giving  notice  thereof. 
These  are  now  to  order  all  the  said  Indians  to  stay  in  your  Town,  and 
that  you  send  some  of  the  chiefest  of  them  to  me  early  to-morrow,  and 
oue  of  your  Overseers  for  further  orders ;  and  that  it  may  be  better 
effected,  you  are  to  order  them  some  convenient  house  or  barn  to  be  in, 
and  draw  up  their  canoes  until  the  return  of  them  you  shall  send  :  and 
that  you  double  yattr  watch. 

Your  Loving  Friend, 

£.  Androb. 
N.  York,  Octobr.  tlie  21st,  1675. 

A  long  and  restless  night,  we  dare  say,  was  that  to  some  timid 
souls,  with  these  Indians,  friendly  but  always  distrusted,  per- 
haps prowling  about  their  streets  and  their  very  doors,  despite 
the  utmost  vigilance  of  the  watchmen  ;  but  the  morning  came 
without  harm  to  any,  and  the  unwelcome  visitors  soon  de- 
parted. 

All  the  settlements,  indeed,  were  in  a  state  of  feverish  anxiety, 
and  taking  measures  for  defence.  The  people  of  Fordham 
erected  fortifications,  and  *^  Archer,  proprietor  of  the  Town,'* 
called  upon  all  the  neighbors  round  to  come  '*  into  his  town'' . 
and  assist.  But  four  families  seated  on  the  Yonker's  Land  near 
Spayteu  Duyvel,  including  those  of  John  Heddy,  William  Betts, 
and  his  son-in-law,  Qeorge  Tippett,  '*  being  removed  from  Mr. 
Archer  his  town  above  a  mile,  and  being  strong  enough,  or 
thought  so,  to  resist  this  heathenish  war,  having  a  good  and 
Btrong  blockhouse,"  objected  *^  to  leave  their  houses  and  goods, 
to  please  the  humors  of  the  said  Mr.  Archer,"  and  therefore  at 
their  request  were  excused  by  the  Governor  from  going  to  Ford- 
ham. 

On  Oct.  16th  Andros  had  ordered  all  the  towns  to  keep 
'*  double  and  strict  watches,"  and  to  the  Harlem  people  on  the 
21gt,  as  seen,  had  reiterated  the  caution,  "  Double  your  watch." 
This  was  complied  with,  so  far  as  was  practicable  at  that  busy 
season,  when  much  of  the  fall  work  was  yet  to  be  done,  but 
with  the  setting  in  of  winter  the  Night  Watch  was  formally 
organized  as  follows  ;  the  Governor,  at  the  town's  charge,  fur- 
nishing powder,  "for  the  Indian  war." 
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On  tbe  6th  December,  Ao.  1675,  Monday. 

Pretent :  Their  Honors,  Jan  Dyckman,  Constable, 
Joost  van  Oblinus. 
Resolyed  Waldron. 
Meynard  Joumee. 
The  following  are,  according  as  they  rank,  appointed  upon  the  Night 
Watch^  organized  by  order  of  his  Excellencpr  the  Governor-General,  and 
divided  into  four  Corporalships^  each  consisting  of  seven  persons,  to  wit : 


I. 

1.  Adolph  Meyer,  Corporal. 

2.  Meynard  Joumee. 
8.  David  des  Marest 

4.  Daniel  Tourneur. 

5.  Nicolaes  de  Vaux. 

6.  Isaac  Kip. 

7.  Jan  Hendricks  Boch. 

n. 

1.  Jan  Nagel,  Corporal. 

2.  Joost  van  Oblinus. 

8.  Jan  Hendricks  Kyckuyt 

4.  Jan  le  Maistre. 

5.  Johannes  Vermelje. 

6.  Jean  le  Roy. 

7.  Isaac  le  Maistre. 


in. 

1.  Simeon  Cornier,  Corporal. 

2.  Comelis  Jansen. 

8.  Samuel  des  Marest 
4   Laurens  Jansen. 

5.  William  Palmer. 

6.  Jaco  el  Roe.* 

7.  Gerard  Magister. 

IV. 

1.  Robert  Hollis,  CorporaL 

2.  Resolved  Waldron. 

8.  Arent  Hermensen. 

4.  Coenrad  Hendricks  Boch. 

5.  David  des  Marest,  Jun. 

6.  Comelis  Theunisz. 

7.  Isaac  See,  Jun. 


1st.  The  whole  or  half  corporalships,  whose  turn  it  is  to  watch,  shall, 
in  the  evening,  at  the  hour  of  eight,  upon  beat  of  the  drum,  be  in  full 
number  at  the  watch-house,  shall  place  their  sentinels,  and  take  the 
necessary  rounds ;  and  shall  not  retire  before  the  beating  of  the  morning 
reveille  ;  upon  a  forfeiture,  fixed  or  to  be  fixed,  of  3  guilders. 

2d.  Whoever  neglects  the  watch  without  a  lawful  cause,  or-making  the 
same  known  to  his  corporal  beforehand,  shall  each  time  forfeit  6  gufldera. 

8d.  Each  watchman  coming  to  the  watch  shall  be  provided  with  suit- 
able side  and  hand  arms  ;  also  with  sufficient  powder  and  lead,  upon 
forfeit  of  8  guilders. 

4th.  The  watch  shall  be  kept  quietly,  without  much  calling  or  noise, 
upon  penalty  of  8  guilders. 

*  Jacques  Laroe  was  b.  in  1657.  From  his  name»  and  affiliation  with  the 
French  refugees,  we  conclude  he  was  himself  French,  though  Vander  Via, 
usually  careful,  writes  his  surname,  the  first  two  or  three  times,  ^/  Roeyox 
el Roevl^  and  finally  adopts  the  form  of  el  Roe.  As  he  must  have  had  war- 
rant for  this,  probably  Jacques  was  of  mixed  blood,  Spanish  and  Walloon. 
He  is  always  called  by  Vander  Vin,  Jaco^  a  juvenile  form  of  his  name  used 
by  the  Walloons.  In  1677  Jacques  joined  the  church  in  N.  Y.,  but  the 
next  year  accompanied  the  Demarests  to  Hackensack.  Here  he  m.  Wy- 
brecht,  dr.  of  Hendrick  Teunisz  Helling.  She  was  five  years  younger  than 
he,  and  bore  him  sons,  Peter,  Hendrick^  Samuel ^  Abraham^  Tohannes,  and  as 
many  drs.  On  the  decline  of  the  French  Church  of  Kinkachemeck^  which 
he  must  have  helped  to  form,  he  took  a  letter  to  the  Dutch  Church,  Hack- 
ensack, Apl.  5,  1696.  We  think  this  family,  under  the  name  Laroe,  has 
become  widely  extended,  at  least  in  the  States  of  N.  Y.  and  N.  J. 


1 
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The  Indian  excitement  continued  through  the  winter  and 
spring,  1676.  Suspicions  were  entertained  chat  the  Wickquas- 
keeks  (or  Wickers-creeks,  as  now  commonly  called)  intended  to 
join  ^'the  North  Indians."  But  some  eighteen  of  these,  with 
their  sachems  and  "  Claes  y*  Indian/*  visited  the  Governor, 
Jan.  7th,  bringing  a  present  of  venison  and  deer-skins,  and  re- 
newed their  pled^  of  friendship.  The  Governor  assured  them 
of  his  continued  good-will  and  desire  to  protect  them,  but  said 
that  as  they  had  now  gone  out  of  his  reach  he  could  not  ^'  mind 
them  as  before.''  Then,  to  quote  the  record  of  the  interview, 
'*  the  Governor  in  return  would  give  them  coates,  but  they  de- 
sired drink,  which  is  ordered  for  them." 

Upon  this  hint  the  Indians  asked  leave  to  return  to  their  old 
maize  lands  on  Manhattan  Island  ;  whereupon  the  Governor  and 
Conncil,  on  February  6ch,  passed  the  following  : 

'^  Resolved,  That  the  Wickers-creek  Indians,  if  they  desire  it, 
be  admitted  with  their  wives  and  children,  to  plant  upon  this 
Island,  but  nowhere  else,  if  they  remove  ;  and  that  it  be  upon 
the  north  point  of  the  Island  near  Spuyten  Duyvel." 

Still  the  settlers  at  Harlem  were  on  the  alert.  On  March  2d 
the  Night  Watch  was  reorganized,  each  corporal's  squad  being 
composed  of  five  instead  of  six.  The  corporals  were  now  :  Ist, 
Lourens  Janaen ;  2d,  Arent  ffermansen  Bussing;  3d,  Adolph 
Meyer  ;  and,  4th,  Jan  Nageh  For  various  reasons  the  following 
names  disappear  from  the  roll,  to  wit :  Joumee,  Toumeur, 
Kip,  Le  Boy,  Cornier,  C.  Jansen,  Palmer,  Hollis,  and  See  ;  and 
the  following  new  ones  appear : 

Barent  Waldron, 
Micbiel  BaBtiaensen, 
Reyer  Michielsen. 
Hcndrick  KierscDf 
Frederick  de  Vaux. 

The  last  of  these  persons,  bom  in  the  Walloon  country,  had 
lately  left  the  Lower  Palatinate,  with  many  other  French,  on 
account  of  the  troubles  there  ;  De  Vaux  coming  vid  England  to 
join  his  brother  Nicholas  in  this  country.  He  was  now  a  wid- 
ower, but  a  little  later  married  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Toumeur 
deceased,  from  which  union  sprang  the  respectable  De  Voe 
family  in  the  lower  sections  of  Westchester  County,  first  seated  at 
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De  Voe's  Point,  near  which  Frederick  obtained  by  hie  wife  a 
fine  property.*  ^ 

On  April  8th  the  Council  "  ordered  that  all  boats  and  yeseek 
that  pass  through  Hellgate  do  take  a  permit  from  the  Custom 
House,  by  reason  of  the  Indian  troubles,  which  permit  (unless 
for  merchandise)  to  be  given  gratis  and  with  all  dispatch;'' 

But  now  fear  of  the  Indians  gradually  subsided  ;  the  Wick- 
quaskeeks  proving  their  friendship  sincere,  had  their  canoes  r&^ 
stored  to  them.  The  close  of  the  war  at  the  eastward  conse- 
quent upon  the  death  of  King  Philip,  who  with  many  of  his 
warriors  was  slain,  Aug.  12th,  in  the  great  swamp  fight  near 
Mount  Hope,  was  a  principal  means  of  allaying  apprehension. 

The  ordinary  domestic  interests  were  not  neglected  amid  all 
this  public  disquietude,  and  the  extra  drafts  upon  the  time  and 
energies  of  the  inhabitants.  Planting  and  harvesting  aUowed 
of  no  interruption.  A  common  fence  inclosed  their  cultivated 
lands  on  Jpchem  Pieters  Flat  and  on  Van  Eeulen's  Hook,  and 
no  partition  fences  were  yet  set  up  ;  the  lots  being  merely  striked 
off  that  every  one  could  know  and  make  use  of  his  own.  Strict 
rules  were  required  to  maintain  these  common  fences ;  so  im- 
portant since  the  entire  planting  of  the  community  was  at  the 
mercy  of  any  one  member  through  whose  neglect  to  ke^  up  his 
part  cattle  might  get  in  and  destroy  ;  and  none  so  offending  but 
had  to  meet  the  public  frown,  if  not  a  lawsuit  to  recover  losses. 
When  new  fence-masters  were  appointed  April  24th,  1675— Cor- 
nelis  Jansen  and  Conrad  Hendricks,  to  succeed  Arent  Hermens 
and  David  Demarest,  Jr. — it  was  resolved  that  each  inhabitant 

♦  Frederick  de  Vaux's  passport,  brought  with  him  from  Mannheim,  is  still 
preserved.  We  are  indebted  for  a  copy  in  German  to  one  of  his  descend- 
ants. Col.  Thomas  F.  De  Voe,  of  New  York.     Here  follows  a  translation. 

"We,  Director,  Sheriff,  Burgomaster,  and  Council  of  the  Electoral 
Paltz  City  Mannheim,  hereby  make  known  and  publish,  that  the  bearer  of 
this,  Frederick  de  Vaux,  late  a  Burgher  of  this  city,  for  his  own  business  is 
intending  to  travel  in  Holland,  and  from  thence  further  to  England  ;  in 
which  behalf  every  one  is  requested  to  let  the  said  Frederick  de  Vaux  pa<s 
free,  safe,  and  unmolested,  at  all  places,  and  also  to  show  him  all  goodwill 
and  consideration  ;  we  engaging  to  do  the  same  for  every  citv,  according  to 
merit.  In  witness  hereof,  we  have  attached  our  usual  Seal.  Done  at 
Mannheim,  this  23d  February,  old  style,  Anno  one  thousand  six  hundred 
and  seventy-five." 


■<    SEAL.  V 
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dioald  forthwith  repair  his  part  of  the  common  fencing,  and  that 
by  the  spring  of  1676  these  fences  should  be  generally  renewed 
and  made  at  least  5^  feet  high,  English  measure  ;  and  any  one 
failing  it  should  be  done  by  the  town  at  his  expense.  Again, 
Kov.  22d,  because  of  daily  and  manifold  complaints  of  damage 
doDe  by  horses  and  cattle  running  upon  the  sowed  lands,  an 
(Hrdinance  was  passed  and  posted  up  requiring  the  fences  still 
anrepaired  to  be  attended  to  within  fourteen  days  punctually^ 
under  penalty  of  25  guilders  for  eveiy  case  of  neglect ;  and  also 
repeating  the  former  order,  that  by  the  1st  of  March  ensuing  all 
the  common  fences  should  be  built  anew,  with  posts  and  six 
rails,  5^  feet  high  English  measure,  upon  the  same  penalty  ;  and 
further,  no  one  should  let  his  calres  or  other  beasts  run  within 
the  sowed  land  without  a  herder,  as  any  such  being  found  tres- 
passing upon  another  man's  grain  would  subject  its  owner  to 
a  fine  of  12  gl. 

The  yeomen  were  already  much  straitened  in  the  breadth  of 
their  acres.  In  other  words,  the  need  of  more  arable  land  to 
meet  the  growing  wants  of  the  old  residents  and  the  newly- 
arrived  families  was  becoming  urgent.  The  town  had  reached  a 
point  in  its  history  when  the  limited  amount  of  improved  land 
was  mostly  absorbed  by  the  older  and  well-to-do  settlers,  who, 
aiming  to  enlarge  rather  than  to  reduce  their  area,  held  their 
lands  at  a  high  price.  It  was  not  easy  to  purchase  any,  except 
perchance  an  estate  was  to  be  closed  up,  or  it  happened  that 
parties  were  leaving  the  town,  as  was  the  case  this  year  with 
Joumee  and  Le  Boy,  who  removed  to  Staten  Island  ;  whither 
also  went  the  Sees,  father  and  son,  unable  to  suit  themselves  with 
land  here.* 

With  the  immobility  of  Dutchmen,  and  moreover  as  a  matter 
of  policy,  the  present  freeholders  had  been  slow  to  move  in  a 

*  The  See  family,  whose  name  in  early  records  takes  the  several  forms 
of  Vie,  dn  CU^  SUck^  Zy^  and  Sie^  consisted,  so  far  as  appears,  of  the  heads, 
Isaac  See  and  w.  Esther,  their  son  Isaac,  jr.,  and  dr.  Maria,  w.  of  Nicholas 
de  Vaux.  The  w.  of  Isaac,  jr.,  was  also  named  Maria.  The  Sees  obtained 
two  farms,  194  acres,  on  Karle's  Neck,  S.  I.,  by  patent  of  Sept.  29,  1677. 
But  after  living  there  some  years,  they  removed  to  Philips  Manor.  West- 
chester Co  ,  the  fa.  and  son  api>earing  as  church-members  at  Sleepy  Hollow, 
or  Tarrvtown,  in  1697.  Then  the  name  was  usually  written  Sie,  Isaac  and 
Maria  bad  sons,  Peter,  b.  in  Europe ;  Jacobs  b.  1675 ;  Si/mm,  b.  1629,  etc. 
The  famiW  is  still  numbered  among  the  most  respectable  residents  there, 
and  from  its  branches  have  come  several  well-known  clergjunen. 
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further  division  of  the  common  lands,  which  might  tend  to 
lessen  the  value  of  the  improved  farms.  Their  aim  was,  if  pos- 
sible,  to  retain  the  control  of  these  lands,  and  hence  the  anxiety 
to  secure  new  confirmations  of  their  patent  from  the  succeagiTe 
governors.  But  the  late  petition  to  Andros  for  his  confirmation, 
interfered  with  doubtless  by  the  Indian  troubles,  had  effected 
nothing  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  governor  was  beset  wiih 
applications  for  land  upon  Manhattan  Island,  and  which  he  re- 
solved to  satisfy  by  dividing  up  varions  tracts  of  woodland 
among  such  applicants  as  were  most  worthy,  and  would  under- 
take to  clear  and  improve  their  grants.  At  this  the  Harlem 
freeholders  took  alarm,  especially  as  they  understood  that  these 
grants  were  to  extend  to  the  unappropriated  lands  within  their 
own  patent.  No  time  was  lost,  therefore,  in  preparing  a  8ec(»d 
memorial  to  Gov.  Andros  in  these  terms  : 

To  his  Excellency  the  Governor  General  at  New  Torh. 

The  Constable,  Magistrates  and  Inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  New 
Haerlem  respectfully  represent  that  your  petitioners  have  understood 
and  been  informed  by  their  Constable  and  Joost  van  Oblinns  that  your 
Excellency's  purpose  is  to  distribute  the  lands  lying  within  their  town's 
jurisdiction,  for  b6uweries  and  plantations ;  wherefore  they  the  petition- 
ers and  undersigned  request  that  each  may  be  allowed  a  part  of  the 
same  to  build  upon  and  plant,  etc.  Remaining  meanwhile  yonr  Excel- 
lency's most  willing  subjects.  New  Haerlem,  Wednesday,  30th  August. 
1676. 

Conradus  Hendricks,  Gerard  Magister, 

Jan  Hendricks,  David  des  Marest,  Jun., 

Jan  Nagel,  Jaco  el  Roe, 

Arent  Hennensen,  Samuel  des  Marest, 

Jan  le  Maistre,  Adolph  Meyer. 

Cornells  Jansen,  Frederick  de  Yaux, 

Laurens  Jansen,  Isaac  le  Maistre, 

Pierre  Cresson.  Glaude  le  Maistre, 

Nicholas  de  Yaux.  Abraham  le  Maistre, 

Hendrick  J.  Vander  Vin,  Barent  Waldron, 

David  des  Marest,  Francois  Breteau. 

Andros  favored  this  application,  but  as  none  of  the  magis- 
trates had  signed  it,  he  referred  it  to  them  to  make  out  and  pre- 
sent him  a  list  of  those  to  whom  such  grants  might  properly  be 
made.  This  they  prepared,  omitting  the  petitioners  Cresson, 
Vander  Yin,  David  des  Marest,  Jun.,  El  Boe,  the  Le  Maisfcres, 
and  Breteau  ;  and  designating  instead  Jan  Dyckman,  Besolved 
Waldron,  Joost  and  Pieter  van  Qblinus,  Jan  Lou  we  Bogert^  and 
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Jean  Baignonx — but  the  last  named,  who  was  a  tenant  of  Mr. 
Yerveelen,  was  erased  from  the  list,  Andros  making  him  a  spe- 
cial grant  upon  Hoom's  Hook«  The  list  was  headed  :  "  Per- 
80DS  for  land  in  Harlem  bounds,  given  in  bv  y  Constable  and 
overseers  as  fitt  persons,  y«  4th  of  7^«%  1676;*'  * 

Pending  the  new  grants,  the  town  employed  Robert  Ryder, 
government  surveyor,  to  run  out  the  lot  lines  on  Van  Eeulen's 
Hook,  in  order  to  assign  each  owner  his  proper  quantity  or  at 
least  to  equalize  them,  as  these  lots  had  never  been  accurately 
surveyed,  and  nearly  all  were  known  to  much  exceed  the  pre- 
scribed three  morgen  or  six  acres.  The  survey,  finished  before 
the  close  of  1676,  put  most  of  the  owners  who  had  inclosed  and 
built  upon  the  north  ends  of  these  lots  to  the  necessity  of  shift- 
ing their  fences,  f 

William  Waldron,  eldest  son  of  Resolved,  had  learned  the 
cooper's  trade,  and  established  himself  in  New  York,  where  he 
married  the  daughter  of  the  wealthy  Stoutenburgh,  city  treas- 
urer, and  now  enjoyed  the  position  of  inspector  of  pipe-staves. 
He  and  his  partner  Jan  Pietersen,  undertaking  to  cut  timber  for 
use  in  their  business,  in  the  common  woods  npon  H4K)m's  Hook, 
the  town  o£Scers  stopped  them,  upon  the  ground  that  they  were 
non-residents.     The  coopers  made  their  plaint  to  the  Mayor's 

*  Fran<;;ois  Breteau,  as  he  signs  his  ajune.  was  sometimes  styled 
*'Freochroan."  Vander  Vin  wrote  his  aame  Barton,  showing  how  pro- 
nounced. If  he,  as  we  suspect,  was  the  same  with  Franks  Beado,  men- 
tioned  on  page  34S,  he  was  th  in  London  in  1646.  About  the  date  of  this 
petition  for  land,  Breteau  was  in  the  employ  of  Glaude  de  Maistre  ;  but  no 
land  being  granted  him,  he  procured  soon  after  12  acres  at  Flushing.  He 
petitioned,  Sept.  28,  16B0,  for  more  land,  giving  as  a  reason  that  he  had 
nine  chn.  to  support.  He  was  still  living  Uiere,  with  his  wife  Mary,  in  1608, 
having  sons  John  and  Francis.  These  two  married  and  had  families ;  John 
had  tons,  John,  b.  1709,  who  removed  to  Vermont,  and  Francis,  b.  17x1, 
who  settled  at  Hempstead,  L.  I.,  in  which  localities,  respectively,  their  desc. 
are  still  found.  See  A^.  Y.  G,  6*  B.  Rec;  and  Bartow  Genealogy,  by  Rev. 
Evelyn  Bartow. 

t  The  Out-Gardens,  **  lying  at  the  west  side  of  the  village"  (see  pp.  246, 
256, 202),  were  also  •*  laid  out  by  numbers,"  Feb.  5, 1677.  On  Jan.  5,  1667. 
record  was  made  thatTourneur  had  gotten  No.  i  from  Claessen  in  exchange 
for  No.  II,  and  3  from  Delamater  for  19,  and  4  from  De  Mever  for  10, 
"called  Jan  Cogu's  garden."  Later  he  got  5,6,  from  Delavall,  who  let 
Verveelen  have  7,  8.  Lubbert  Gerrhsen  exchanged  No.  16  for  11 ;  but 
Demarest  buying  11,  gave  it  back  to  the  town,  being  allowed  to  "survey" 
16  instead.  The  present  owners  were :  Daniel  Toumtur,  Nos.  i  to  6 ; 
Johannes  Verveelen,  7,  8  ;  Cornells  Jansen,  9,  10 ;  The  Dorp,  1 1  ;  Joost  van 
ObHnus,  12,  13,  14 ;  Thomas  Delavall,  15 ;  David  Demarest,  i6w  17,  18  ; 
Glaude  Delamater,  19,  20. 
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Court,  November  14th,  against  the  '^  Constable  of  Harlem  and 
several  other  Inhabitants,  for  discharging  them  from  cutting  of 
wood  upon  this  Island^  just  against  Hellgate^  not  being  within 
fence.''  To  the  surprise  of  the  defendants  the  case  went  against; 
them  ;  this  decision*  being  rendered  : 

It  is  Orderedy  That  the  said  William  Waldron  and  John  Petersen  may 
cut  timber  upon  this  Island,  within  one  mile  of  any  plantation  fence ; 
and  the  timber  already  cut  they  to  carry  away  ;  and  the  town  to  pay 
the  charges. 

The  approaching  winter  promised  but  little  leisure.  The  in- 
habitants had  been  called  upon  to  cut  and  draw  to  the  water 
side  5000  stockades  twelve  feet  long  and  four  inches  thick,  to 
be  used  in  making  *'  a  harbor  before  the  City  of  New  York." 
They  met  Oct.  3d,  formed  themselves  into  four  corporalships,  and 
apportioned  the  work  ;  choosing  as  corporals  Laurens  Jan  sen, 
Arent  Bussing,  Adolph  Meyer,  and  Jan  Nagel.  Another  call 
was  from  Vander  Vin,  the  clerk,  whose  house  had  become  unfit 
to  live' in.  At  his  request  it  was  resolved  at  a  meeting  in  Octo- 
ber to  remove  him  for  the  winter  into  the  school-house  (or 
church),  after  it  should  be  repaired  and  adapted  to  the  purposes 
of  a  dwelling  by  putting  in  a  bedroom  {bedstede),  chimney,  and 
mantel,  and  making  the  door  and  windows  tight.  It  was  fur- 
ther decided  *'  to  repair  (vermaeken)  the  old  house  the  following 
spring. "  In  repairing  the  school-house,  the  elder  Demarest  was 
employed  upon  the  work  in  "  the  loft,"  and  also  put  a  lock 
upon  the  door  and  glazed  the  windows,  while  Floris  Gerritsen, 
mason,  did  the  plastering.  Gerard  Miigister  at  the  same  time 
made  three  new  '*  sitting  benches,  in  the  church." 

But  David  Demarest,  Jr.,  oflfended,  maybe,  because  he  had 
been  dropped  from  the  list  of  those  recommended  to  have  land 
given  them,  declared  to  Daniel  Tourneur  that  he  would  not 
contribute  toward  the  repairs  upon  the  town-house.  Tourneur 
bade  him  consider  that  in  such  case  he  could  have  no  privilege 
in  the  town.  Demarest  angrily  replied,  *^  What  have  you  to 
say,  since  you  have  been  ma^strate  a  day  or  two  ?  Hold  your 
peace  ;  I  will  not  give  to  it ;  you  do  your  best. "  The  town  court 
took  the  matter  up  Dec.  7th.  Tourneur  demanded  that  it  should 
maintain  its  right  and  authority,  in  which  view  agreeing,  it  or- 
dered the  defendant  to  pay  12  ^.  to  the  deacons  and  the  court 
charges. 
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The  elder  Demarest  and  Olande  Delamater,  giving  reasons 
which  will  appear,  had  for  some  time  ceased  to  contribtrte  to 
Yander  Yin's  support,  the  first  being  two  years  in  arrears  and 
the  latter  three.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Mayor's  Court, 
which  on  Nov.  7th,  passed  an  order  that  '^  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parish  be  continued  in  his  place,  and  have  his  pay  what  is  be- 
hind, and  for  the  future  as  formerly." 

The  two  refractory  persons  paying  no  heed  to  this  order,  were 
now  waited  upon,  Dec.  10th,  by  the  constable,  Resolved  Wal- 
dron,  and  Adolph  Meyer,  magistrate,  to  demand  from  them  fche 
payment  of  their  dues.  Demarest  refused,  but  added,  ^^  If  the 
Heer  Governor  order  that  I  pay  it,  I  shall  do  it"  Said  Dela- 
mater,  "  If  you  will  have  it,  you  must  fetch  it  out  of  my  house, 
for  I  will  not  give  it."  Again  after  ten  days  the  same  persons, 
taking  another  magistrate  (Toumeiir)  with  them,  repeated  the 
demand.  Demarest,  still  stout  in  his  refusal,  answered,  '^  I  will 
not  pay  before  the  Court  of  Sessions  decide  that  I  must"  Dela- 
mater's  answer  now  was,  ^'  I  must  first  see  the  town  accounts 
for  six  years  ;  would  you  otherwise  have  it,  you  must  take  it  out 
of  my  house."  On  Feb.  5th  the  same  officers,  with  another 
magistrate,  Jan  Louwe  Bogert,  went  to  Demarest's  house,  but  he 
was  not  at  home.  They  then  called  upon  Delamater,  but  with 
no  success.  '^  I  shall  not  pay,"  said  Gkude,  at  this  third  inter- 
view ;  "  you  must  take  it  out  of  my  house,  and  then  I  will  appeal 
to  the  High  Council." 

The  baffled  oflScers  hesitated  to  distrain  upon  their  goods  for 
the  debt ;  but  after  another  month's  delay  again  applied  for 
power  to  do  so  to  the  Mayor's  Court,  which  on  March  6th,  1677, 
issued  the  following  ample  order  : 

Pkoic  the  City  of  Nmo  York  to  the  Town  of  Harlem. 

The  Court  order,  that  Hendrick  Jansen  Vander  Vin,  the  Clerk  of  the 
said  Town,  be  coDtinued  in  his  place  according  to  former  order,  and 
have  bis  pay,  what  is  behind  and  for  the  future  as  formerly  by  the  lo- 
habitants  ;  and  if  they  or  anv  of  them  refuse  to  pay  what  is  due  from 
them  for  the  time  past,  and  /or  the  time  to  come,  then  the  Constable  is 
hereby  ordered  to  levy  the  same  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  foods,  for 
satisfaction  of  what  is  or  shall  hereafter  become  due  to  the  said  Clerk. 

On  April  3d  citations  were  issued  to  Demarest  and  Delamater 
to  appear  before  the  town  court  on  the  5th  instant.  Glaude  ap- 
peared.    The  constable  as  plaintiCF,  demanded  that  the  order  of 
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March  6th  should  be  enforced.  The  defendant  stated  that  they 
of  the  French  congregation,  in  the  time  of  Gov.  Francis  Lore- 
lace,  having  received  a  preacher,  the  aforesaid  governor  had 
said  that  "  the  French  of  the  Town  of  New  Harlem  should  be 
free  as  to  contributing  to  the  Dutch  voorleser,"  *  He  demand- 
ed that  this  might  be  deemed  sufficient,  and  that  the  court 
should  carry  out  the  order  they  had  from  the  Mayor's  Court  so 
as  they  were  advised  to.  But  the  court  would  not  allow  this 
plea,  and  directed  execution  for  the  amount  of  the  debt  and 
costs.  Forthwith  the  magistrates  (except  Arent  Hermensen, 
Delamater's  son-in-law)  proceeded  in  a  body  to  the  defendant's 
house  to  levy  upon  his  goods.  Finding  nothing  suitable  at 
hand,  the  constable  told  him  that  on  Wednesday  evening  (April 
11th)  he  would  take  one  of  his  cows  out  of  his  stable  and  sell 
her  at  public  vendue,  to  saiisfy  the  debt  Delamater  replied 
scornfully,  "  You  may  as  well  take  her  now  ;  why  have  you  to 
wait  so  long?" 

*  Rev.  Pierre  Daill^  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  "  pastor"  of  the 
French  Church  in  New  York.  But  according  to  the  reference  in  the  text, 
a  "  preacher"  had  preceded  him  by  ten  years  or  more,  whose  name,  however, 
is  unknown  to  us.  The  statement  is  of  interest  as  showing  that  the  refugees 
at  N.  Y.  and  H.  joined  to  introduce  and  sustain  the  French  service  as  early 
as  1674.  A  better  organization  followed  on  the  arrival  of  Mr.  DaiII6,  of 
whom  Do.  Selyns,  in  a  letter  of  Oct.  21,  1683,  thus  speaks :  "  Do.  Peter 
Datll^,  late  professor  at  Saumur,  has  become  my  co-laborer,  and  conducts 
the  French  worship.  He  is  full  of  fire,  godliness,  and  learning.  Banished 
on  account  of  his  religion,  he  maintains  the  cause  of  Jesus  Christ  with  un- 
tiring zeal."  With  others  of  his  family,  Mr.  Daill6  first  took  refuge  in  Hol- 
land ;  but  must  have  been  some  months  in  this  colony  at  the  date  of  Selyns' 
letter,  as  he  organized  a  church  at  New  Paltz,  Jan.  22,  1683.  (Du  Bois  Re- 
union t  p.  8  ;  and  compare  Doc,  Hist,  of  N,  K,  iii.  472,  1167.)  The  date  of 
the  organization  at  N.  Y.  may  be  nearly  indicated  by  letters  taken  from  the 
Dutch  chh.  in  order  to  unite  with  the  French,  the  earliest  of  these  noticed 
beinff  those  of  our  Marc  Disosway  and  wife,  which  arc  dated  June  7,  1683. 
Mr.  Daill6  extended  his  labors  to  neighboring  French  communities,  and 
probably  aided  in  organizing  the  church  of  Kinkachemcck,  near  Hacken- 
sack,  of  which  the  Demarests  were  chief  promoters.  He  evidently  revived 
that  upon  Staten  Island,  where  the  church  established  as  early  as  1664,  by 
Demarest  and  others,  had  declined,  till  there  was  **  neither  church  nor  min- 
ister," as  the  French  residents  told  the  Labadist  travellers  in  1679.  The 
Revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  added  to  his  flock  many  French  families, 
who  came  by  way  of  London,  South  Carolina,  and  St.  Kitts.  Though  dis- 
approving Leisler*s  course,  Mr.  Daill^'s  sympathies  were  so  stirred  at  his 
impending  fate,  that  he  circulated  for  signatures,  at  Harlem  and  elsewhere, 
a  petition  for  his  pardon,  but  for  this  humane  act  was  called  to  account 
by  the  General  Assembly.  Rev.  Pierre  Pciret,  before  a  minister  in  France, 
but  expelled  for  the  cause  of  religion,  arriving,  with  other  refugees,  at  New 
York  from  London,  Nov.  19,  1687,  soon  after  (formed  a  second  church,  and 
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On  April  11th  the  court  ordered  another  citation  to  be  served 
on  Demarest,  who  had  not  appeared,  and  meanwhile  to  delay  the 
execution  against  Delamater.  Demarest,  in  no  very  amiable 
mood,  appeared  before  the  court  on  the  14th.  The  constable 
inquired  why  he  had  neglected  to  obey  the  order  of  the  Mayor's 
Court  after  being  so  many  times  notified.  Demarest  said  that 
he  was  not  cited  to  answer  before  the  Mayor's  Court,  and  that 
the  Heer  Governor  had  told  him  that  he  was  not  bound  to  pay. 
He  said  further,  that  the  Mayor's  Court  was  wrongly  informed 
of  the  case ;  adding  that  the  constable,  Jan  Louwe,  and  Daniel 
Toumeur  were  parties  in  this  prosecution,  and  the  secretary  the 
instigator.  Yet  as  he  intends  to  remove  out  of  this  town,  he 
inll  pay  or  cause  it  to  be  paid,  but  not  if  he  should  not  leave. 
**  You  people,"  said  he,  meaning  all  the  magistrates,  "  are  my 
enemies,  and  seek  but  to  drive  me  into  costs."  The  court  seem 
to  have  let  this  ebullition  of  feeling  pass  unnoticed.  The  contest 
was  ended  xis  to  Demarest,  who  having  promised,  kept  his  word. 
Delamater,  however,  held  out,  and  the  magistrates  hesitating  to 
use  extreme  measures,  the  case  thus  rested  for  several  years. 

became  its  pastor.  He  was  deemed  very  learned.  In  1692  the  two  French 
<^urches  united,  agreeing. to  give  an  equal  support  to  both  pastors  ;  Mr« 
Peiret  to  perform  service  in  the  city,  and  Mr.  Daill6  in  the  country,  as  he 
had  loved  to  do.  The  latter,  in  i6g6,  accepted  a  call  to  Boston,  returning 
the  next  year  to  marry  a  second  wife,  and  occasionally  thereafter  coming  to 
N.  Y.,  as  in  1703,  when  he  sold  a  house  and  lot  in  Broadway,  and  again 
three  jrears  before  his  death,  which  was  probably  his  last  visit  to  his  old 
flock.  This  devoted  minister,  long  remembered  by  the  Harlem  French  for 
his  eloquence  and  excellence,  closed  his  earthly  labors  Mav  21,  1715,  in  his 
67th  year.  Mr.  Peiret  continued  to  serve  tho  church  in  N.  Y.  with  general 
approbation,  to  tho  time  of  his  death,  Sept.  i,  1704,  having  attained  his 
60th  year.  He  was  buried  the  next  day  '*  in  the  common  cemetery  of  this 
city.*^  The  consistory  and  people  agreed  to  pay  his  widow  an  extra  j'ear*s 
salary.  He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  James  Laborie,  late  Indian  missionary 
at  Oxford,  Mass.  For  some  years  the  church  had  worshipped  in  a  plain 
structure  near  the  Fort ;  that  is.  on  the  south  side  of  Marketfield  Street,  also 
called  Petticoat  Lane,  which  had  become  in  a  sense  the  French  quarter. 
Only  the  year  before  Mr.  Peiret's  death  they  bought  a  lot  in  Pine  Street,  and 
were  engaged  in  building  the  unique  stone  church  which  stood  till  1834^ 
and  witnessed  the  labors  of  Peiret's  successors  down  to  the  late  Dr.  Verren. 
Trinitr  Churchyard  contains  Mr.  Pieret's  tombstone,  with  an  inscription 
in  both  Latin  and  French,  the  first,  as  follows,  copied  some  years  ago  with 
difllculty,  it  being  almost  illegible. 

Ificjacet  Reverd,  Dom,  Petms  Perretms,  V,  D.  Mr.  gui  ex  Gallia  religionis 
causa  expulsus^  verbum  Dei  in  hujus  civitatis  Ecclesia  Gallicana  fer  annis 
17  cum  genera li  approbatione  pradicavit  quique.  Cum  vitam  prcedtcationibus 
suis  conjormem  duxeri  usque ^  ad  (lomum  atatis  sua  annum  tandem  in  manus 
Domini  spin  turn  humiliter  deposuit  I  mens.  Sept.  Ann.  Dom.  1704. 
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Demarest  was  now  enjp*osscd  with  a  scheme  of  some  magni- 
tude— the  purchase  from  the  Indians  of  a  large  tract  of  hind  on 
the  Hackensack  River,  with  the  **  declared  purpose  of  making  a 
settlement  of  30  or  40  families,  to  be  transported  from  Europe.'^ 
He  and  his  son  David  contracted  with  Paulus  Bichard,  of  New 
York,  merchant,  apparently  on  the  same  date,  March  12th,  1677, 
to  sell  him  their  property  in  Harlem,  bnt  only  the  deed  from 
David,  Jan.,  has  been  found,  given  April  12th,  pursuant  to  the 
articles  of  sale  previously  executed.  On  June  8th  ensuing,  Dem- 
arest effected  his  Indian  purchase  of  2000  acres,  to  which  he 
prepared  to  remove  with  his  entire  family,  including  Jacque  el 
Roe,  on  the  1st  of  May,  1678,  until  which  date  the  two  Davids 
had  reserved  the  use  of  their  respective  dwellings,  the  father 
then  occupying  his  "  new  house/*  * 

*  Richard  had  an  old  claim  of  i6oo  gl.  against  Demarest»  sen.,  and 
the  late  Tourneur.  How  it  originated  we  know  not,  unless  from  what  fol- 
lows. Demarest  having  bought  Montagne's  farm,  failed  to  meet  the  second 
payment  (but  had  paid  Jacob  Vis,  on  Montagne's  order,  i8o  gl.  sewant) ; 
when  Montagne  sued  him,  Oct.  6,  i666.  and  citing  the  articles  of  sale,  de- 
manded back  the  farm.  Demurest  said  iiis  default  was  caused  by  Allard 
Anthony  having  stopped  the  payment — that  yesterday,  Daniel  Toumeur, 
acting  for  said  Anthony's  brother-in-law,  had  arrested  300  gl.  for  claims 
against  Montagne.  The  court  ordered  the  land  to  be  given  up,  but  on  an 
appeal  to  the  Mayor's  Court,  Oct.  9.  it  reversed  the  decision,  holding  "  that 
the  sale  of  the  land  in  question  shall  stand  fast."  But  Demarest  must  pay 
his  second  instalment  (less  the  180  gl.)  within  fourteen  days.  The  amount 
due  could  hardly  have  exceeded  800  gl..  but  Richard  (we  only  presume 
that  this  was  the  occasion)  advanced  Demarest  and  Toumeur  together 
1600,  and  the  town  officers  became  their  surety.  This  appears  from  the  fol- 
lowing letter  (suggesting  that  Tourneur's  loan  was  for  the  town's  use),  in- 
dorsed by  Richard,  "  Obligation  to  pay  from  Daniel  Tourneur  and  David 
Demarest.** 

Ao.  167^  the  23d  Feb.,  N.  Harlem. 
Honored  friend  Celitie  Richard  : 

Whereas  we  have  duly  received  yours  of  the  19th,  so  these  serve  for  an- 
swer; As  your  husband  has  agreed,  with  Daniel  Tourneur  and  David 
Demarest,  that  he. will  wait  yet  one  year,  by  their  paying  interest  upon  the 
sixteen  hundred  guilders,  so  it  is  that  we  by  these  accept  it,  and  shall  take 
measures  the  next  vear  for  the  payment,  as  this  year  we  have  some  other 
burdens.    Farewell.  D.  Tournepr, 

David  des  Marest, 

Pieter  Roelefsen,  Cmstahte, 

Resalvert  Waldron. 

This  was  cancelled.  Mar.  12,  1677,  upon  the  elder  Demarest  selling  out 
to  Richard,  and  the  letter  returned,  with  the  following  on  the  back : 

''Acknowledged  paid,  etc.,  being  from  date  for  standing  obligation. 
Done,  New  York,  the  12th  March,  167?.  Paulus  Richard.** 
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The  19th  of  February,  this  year,  was  given  to  making  proyi- 
sion  for  the  town  debts  and  the  discharge  of  other  public  busi- 
ness.    Quoting  from  the  record  : 

At  ft  meeting  held  Monday,  19th  February,  1676-7.  Present:  Their 
Honors,  Resolved  "Waldron,  constable ;  Jan  Louvre  van  Scboonrewoerdt, 
Adolph  Meyer,  Arent  Hermens,  Daniel  Tourneur;  with  the  advice  of 
Joosl  van  Oblinus,  old  magistrate,  and  Jan  Dyekman,  late  constable. 

It  iii  resolved  and  found  good  to  reckon  up  the  debts,  for  which  the 
town  is  now  in  arrears,  and  must  pay ;  and  to  make  an  assessment  upon 
the  lands  and  house-lots  {eiroeii)  lying  within  this  town,  to  discharge  the 
said  debts ;  and  there  is  found  to  be  due  to— 

Reynier  Willems,  balance. /.253 :   0 

Paulus  Richard,  balance 21 :  15 

Jan  Louwe 5:   0 

Joost  van  Oblinus 26 :   0 

Hendr.  J.  Vandr.  Vin 81 :   0 

Glaude  le  Maistro,  2  schepels  wheat 12:   0 

Resolved  Waldron,  \  vat  of  beer 15 :  0 

Jan  Djckman,  board  money  to  Surveyor 8 :   0 

Frederick  Gysberts 57 :  10 

Nicolaes  Bayard 24 :   0 

For  extraordinary  expenses 46 :  15 

Total. . . . , /.500:   0 

An  assessment  made  on  the  lands  and  house-lots,  to  pay  and  discharge 
the  foregoing  500  guilders  ;  whereof  one  third  was  put  upon  the  house- 
lots  and  two  thirds  on  the  lands,  and  upon  each  house-lot  comes  8  guil- 
ders and  on  each  morgon  2  guilders,  to  wit  : 

Richard  took  this  property,  obviously,  in  payment  of  this  claim  ;  or  at 
least  the  claim  was  part  of  the  consideration  paid  by  Richard  for  said  prop- 
erty. He  ffot  his  deed  from  David,  jun.,  A  pi.  12,  1677,  and  the  same  day 
reconveycdfwhat  it  covered  (house  and  lot,  bam,  lot  11  Jochem  Pieters, 
lot  I  Van  Keuten's  Hook,  and  meadows)  to  Joost  van  Oblinus,  for  2400 
gl.  in  sewant.  He  disposed  of  the  property  late  of  David,  sen.,  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  as  follows  :  On  July  i,  the  2  houses  and  lots,  barn,  and 
7  Jochem  Pieters,  to  Oblinus,  for  4000  gl.,  in  grain  ;  on  Aug.  i.  No.  4 
Jochem  Pieters  to  Adolph  Meyer,  fot  845  gl  ,  in  grain,  and  3  Out-Rardens, 
Nos.  16,  17,  18,  to  Arent  Harmans,  for  700  gl.  ;  on  Nov.  17,  the  half  of  No. 
5,  V.  K.  Hook,  to  Laurens  Jansen,  for  400  gl.,  and  lot  No.  4  Montagne's 
Flat  (since  in  the  Nutter  farm)  to  Cornelis  Jansen,  for  400  gl.  AH  these 
to  pay  in  grain  or  tobacco.  Two  north  gardens,  described  in  the  senior 
Demarcst's  patent.  1671,  as  "  betwixt  Glaude  le  Maitre  and  the  Poor's 
Garden,^  meaning  the  Church  Farm,  were  added  to  the  latter.  On  Nov. 
27,  1691,  Paul  Richard  gives  a  receipt,  having  '*  settled  in  full  with  Joost 
Obllne'swife.  for  two  {zxms  (twee  howry)  lying  in  the  town  of  New  Har- 
lem." Richard  (see  p.  53)  was  twice  alderman.  He  m.,  1664,  wid.  Celitie 
Vanderwal,  from  Christianstadt.  A  dr.,  Hester  (Mrs.  Le  Fort),  was  mys- 
teriously murdered  Oct.  19, 1699.  Their  son  Stephen,  b.  1670,  had  10  chn., 
one  being  Paul  Richard,  mayor  of  N.  Y.  from  1735  to  1739. 
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Qlaude  le  Maistre* 2 

Laurens  Jansen 2 

Comelis  Jansen , 

**  **      on  the  Flat.... 

Darid  des  Marest,  Jr 

Daniel  Toumeur , 

Jan  Djckman .-. 

Conrad  Hendricks 

Johannes  Veryeelen 

Adolph  Meyer 

Dayid  des  Marest 

Joost  yan  Oblinus 

Nicholas  de  Yaux 

Resolved  Waldron 

Jan  Nagel 

Johannes  Vermelje 

Jan  le  Maistro 

Jan  Louwe 
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Arent  Hormens 

Picler  Cresson 
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it  furthest,  by 

the  last  of  March 

The  foregoing  sums  must  be  paid,  at 
next  ensuing,  punctually,  without  any  delay,  or  exception,  in  good  mer- 
chantable grain,  upon  penalty,  etc. 

Most  of  the  inhabitants  were  present  at  this  meeting  of  Feb. 
19th,  1677.  Some  action  was  expected  "  in  regard  to  the  shift- 
ing of  the  fences  on  Van  Keulen's  Hook,"  but  nothing  was  re- 
solred  upon.  Weightier  matters  claimed  attention.  No  little 
concern  was  felt  at  the  silence  of  Gov.  Andros  in  regard  to  his 
promise  to  distribute  more  land  among  them,  and  at  reports  of 
the  large  grants  he  was  intending  to  make  in  their  immediate 
vicinity  and  even  within  their  limits.  It  was  therefore  resolved 
to  send  another  committee  to  his  Excellency,  requesting  him  to 
grant  the  lands  lying  within  their  jurisdiction  only  to  the  actual 
residents,  according  to  their  petition  of  August  90th  preceding, 
^^  and  further  to  be  maintained  in  the  rights  of  their  patent" 

Capt.  James  Carteret  was  named  first  on  this  committee. 
Apparently  he  had  just  returned  from  a  voyage  to  England.  He 
had  taken  from  Vander  Vin,  April  5th,  1676,  a  statement  of 
Capt.  Delavall's  indebtedness  to  the  town,  being  242  gl.  16  st 

*  "  N.B.  Glaude  le  Maistre  has  not  more  than  9  morgen  of  land,  so  that 
in  the  foregoing  is  put  by  mistake  6  morgen  too  much."  Note  in  the  origi- 
nal. 
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Between  the  dates  of  May  9th  and  Dec.  5th  ensuing,  no  mention 
of  him  here  has  been  fonnd,  and  he  now  held  deeds  of  lease  and 
release^  dated  London,  Aug.  7th  and  8th,  1676,  from  his  father- 
in-law,  for  the  mill  property,  the  Moesman  farm,  and  Little 
Barents  Island  ;  in  which  instruments  Delavall  is  described  as 
"  late  of  New  York  in  America,  and  now  of  London,  merchant," 
and  Carteret  also  as  ^'  of  London."  Delavall  had  been  prompt- 
ed to  this  gift,  as  he  says,  *^  in  consideration  of  the  natural  love 
and  affection  which  the  said  Thomas  Delavall  beareth  to  the 
said  James  Carteret  and  Frances  his  wife,  the  daughter  of  the 
said  Thomas  Delavall,  and  for  divers  other  good  causes."  With 
his  usual  caution,  Delavall  signed  the  lease  only;  reserving  his 
signature  to  the  deed  till  he  should  return  himself  to  America. 
Perhaps  Delavall  was  afraid  the  captain's  creditors  might  get 
it.     A  little  episode  may  sufiSce  here. 

On  his  first  coming  to  Harlem,  about  the  1st  of  April,  1675, 
"  having  occasion  for  a  horse  to  employ,"  Carteret  sent  his  man 
Wilier  to  borrow  one  of  William  Sturt.  But  it  happened  that 
the  horse  took  sick  and  died  "  within  three  or  four  days  after 
his  return."  Sturt  declared  that  the  animal  "  was  overridden 
and  much  misused,"  and  when  more  than  a  year  had  passed 
sued  the  captain  for  damages.  But  Wilier  having  left,  the 
captain  was  placed  at  a  disadvantage  in  the  matter  of  witnesses 
when  the  trial  came  on,  Dec.  5th,  1676.  *'  Daniel  Tourneur, 
sworn,  saith  that  he  saw  the  horse  in  question  at  Harlem,  and 
that  the  man  told  him  that  the  horse  failed  him  at  Freshwater, 
and  that  he  was  forced  to  Imd  him  forewards  and  backwards  be- 
tween York  and  Harlem."  Sturt  demanded  £12  for  the  horse 
and  £^  **  for  the  want  of  said  horse  and  expenses  in  his  sick- 
ness." The  jury  and  court  found  for  the  plaintiff.  But  Car- 
teret objected  to  the  price  put  upon  the  steed  ;  and  this  point 
was  referred  to  arbitrators,  who  reduced  the  valuation  to  £8 ; 
whereupon  the  court,  Mai'ch  20th,  1677,  ''  order  a  horse  of  that 
value  to  be  delivered  before  next  court  day,  or  judgment  to  be 
entered  against  Carteret  to  that  amount  and  costs  of  suit." 
Carteret  was  delinquent,  and  on  April  dd  execution  issued  ;  but 
the  next  year  came  round  and  it  was  not  yet  satisfied,  when 
Sturt,  getting  the  court  to  reaflSrm  its  former  judgment,  left 
soon  after  to  become  town  clerk  at  Pemaquid.     But  to  return. 
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Besides  Carteret,  the  committee  to  wait  upon  the  governor  con- 
sisted of  Adolph  Meyer  and  Daniel  Tourneur  from  the  magistracy, 
and  Jan  Dyckman  and  Laorens  Jansen  from  the  community. 
The  committee  reported  on  Feh.  24th  that  at  their  inter?iew 
with  Andros  he  said  he  h^  understood  from  David  Demarest 
that  the  people  of  New  Harlem  had  not  needed  nor  desired  any 
land.  But  that  now  he  would  send  the  surveyor,  within  eight 
days  or  thereabouts,  and  ^'  they  of  New  Harlem  might  them- 
selres  lay  out  the  land  as  was  convenient,  because  he  had  no 
knowledge  of  this  place." 

It  is  hard  to  say  what  designs  Andros  may  have  had  regard- 
ing the  Harlem  lands,  or  whether  he  ever  seriously  intended  to 
override  the  Harlem  patent  There  is  some  reason  to  believe 
that  he  did.  But  if  so,  he  came  to  think  better  of  it ;  and  while 
he  did  not  formally  confirm  their  patent,  he  recognized  it  by 
allowing  the  Harlem  people  to  dispose  of  their  common  lands  in 
their  own  way.  Nothing  could  have  suited  them  better,  and 
the  concession  was  important  as  tending  to  settle  their  rights. 
They  had  to  congratulate  themselves  on  their  own  vigilance  and 
efforts,  and  especially  to  thank  Gapt.  Carteret,  whose  name  with 
six  others  was  now  added  to  those  who  were  to  draw  land. 

Byder  finally  came,  and  spent  fourteen  days  in  making  the 
surveys.  He  had  been  occupied  during  the  intervening  time  in 
laying  out  sevei*al  farms  along  the  East  Kiver,  in  a  range  ex. 
tending  from  Kip's  Bay  to  Hoom's  Hook  ;  forming,  within  the 
recollection  of  many,  the  charming  rural  seats  of  Winthrop, 
Hoffman,  Buchanan,  Pearsall,  the  Beekmans,  Jones,  Riker  and 
Lawrence,  the  Delafields  and  Schermerhorn.  Beginning  at 
Eip's  Bay,  the  grants  were  30  acres  to  Oabriel  Garbosie,  60  to 
David  du  Four  and  son,  60  to  Rev.  Jacobus  Fabricius,  30  to 
Gomelis  Matthyssen,  60  to  John  Bassett,  38f  to  Qeorge  Elphin- 
stone,  32^  to  Jacob  Young,  and  30  to  Jean  Baignoux.  The 
last  three  fell  partly  within  the  Harlem  patent*  That  to  Elph- 
instone,  which  lapped  upon  the  southern  end  of  this  patent  (at 
74th  Street,  including  within  its  limits  the  Saw  Kill) ;  and  that 
next,  granted  to  Young  and  '^  bounded  to  the  north-east  by  the 

*  See  Notes  on  these  Titles  from  Carbosie  to  Bassett,  in  the  N,  K.  Corp. 
Manual  for  1869,  pp.  881-887 ;  also  Abstracts  of  Farm  Titles,  by  H.  Cros- 
well  Tuttle. 
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oommona  or  a  certain  run  of  water'' — were  fiurreyed  on  April 
%6th.  Baignoux's  farm  was  run  out  adjoining  to  Young,  on 
July  ^Oth.  The  gnuits  were  *'  to  be  confirmed  by  patent  when 
begun  to  be  improved."  The  first  patent  was  issued  to  Young, 
May  Ist,  1677,  the  other  two  not  till  Sept  29th  following,  and 
they  were  subject  severally  to  a  quit-rent  or  annual  render  to  the 
government  of  ^'  half  a  bushel  of  good  winter  wheat.''  In  the 
interim,  30  acres  on  the  North  River  side,  upon  the  hills  next 
below  Moertje  Davids'  Fly^  and  running  into  '^  the  Commons  of 
Harlem,"  were  granted  and  set  off  July  9th  to  Hendrick  Bosch, 
a  sword-cutler,  and  originally  from  Leyden.  Elphinstone  had 
ereciied  a  leather  mill  and  other  buildings  upon  his  tract,  with 
the  assistance  of  a.  copartner,  Abraham  Shotwell,  late  of  New 
Jersey,  to  whom  (probably  in  view  of  what  followed)  the  patent 
was  made  out.  On  Oct.  30th  Elphinstone  sold  all  his  interest 
in  the  farm,  houses,  and  mill  to  Shotwell,  who  in  payment  gave 
his  obligation,  in  the  form  of  a  mortgage,  for  £52 :10s.* 

With  genuine  sagacity,  the  people  of  Harlem  resolved  to  secure 
the  two  extremities  of  their  patent  from  further  encroachment. 
Under  their  direction  Ryder  first  laid  out  five  lots  at  Spuyten 
Duyvel,  upon  the  old  Matthys  Jansen  patent — *'  beginning  by 
Johannes  Verveelen,"  who  as  ferryman  occupied  the  upper  end 
of  that  patent ;  and  ranging  down  the  Harlem  River  to  "  the  hills 
and  the  meadows,"  or  the  northern  line  of  the  Jansen  and  Aert- 
sen  patent,  which  touched  the  river  at  what  is  now  211th  Street. 
These  lots  were  *'  given  out  by  lot"  We  annex  the  numbers, 
owners,  and  acres  of  those — 

At  Spuyten  Duyvel, 

No.  1.  Johannes  Vermelje 18  acres. 

•*     2.  Jan  Nagel 14      »* 

**     8.  Conrad  Hendricks  Boch 14     '* 

"    4.  JanDyckman ..14      ** 

"     5.     «*        '•         14      " 

The  unappropriated  meadows  behind  these  lots  on  the  Spuyten 
Duyvel  Creek  (with  the  exception  hereafter  noticed)  were  given 
to  Dyckman  and  Nagel,  who  at  once  purchased  Vermilye  and 
Boch's  lots. 

Upon   Hoom's  Hook  ten  lots  were  laid  off,  these  running 

*  For  more  relating  to  this  and  the  adjacent  ianxis^  see  A  pp.  H. 
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in  from  the  East  River  north-west,  and  ranging  from  Jean 
Baignoax's  line  upward  to  tlie  bend  since  called  Gtucie's  Point ; 
the  last  lot  in  the  range  containing  12  acres,  but  all  the  others 
8  acres  each.     These  were  allotted  as  follows  : 

Upon  Hixnm^sHooh. 

No.  1.  Adolph  Meyer, 

*'    2.  Laurens  Janseo, 

**    8.  Johannes  Verveelen, 

**    4.  Jan  le  Maistre, 

♦*    5.  Maria  Vermelje, 

^*    6.  Jan  Louw  v.  Schoonrewoert, 

**    7.  Daniel  Toumeur, 

**    8.  Barent  Waldron, 

*'    9.  Jan  Hendricks  Boch,* 

**  10.  Pieter  van  Oblinus.* 

Another  ten  lots,  each  eight  aci*es,  were  laid  off  upon  Jochem 
Pieters'  Plat,  in  continuation  of  "the  old  lots.''  Running 
easfc  and  west,  they  began  "at  the  land  of  Capt.  Carteret," 
ranging  northward  to  what  has  since  been  called  Bussing's,  but 
then  Gloudie's  Point,  so  named  from  Le  Maistre,  who  owned 
meadow  there.  These,  often  distinguished  as  the  **  New  Lots,'* 
were  drawn  by  the  following  persons  : 

On  Jochem  PUUrs  FUU, 
Ko.  1.  Jan  Hendricks  Brevoort, 
**    2.  Glaude  le  Maistre, 
**    3.  Frederick  de  Vaux, 
**    4.  Resolved  Waldron, 
**    6.  Arent  Hermens, 
**    6.  Cornells  Jansen, 
**    7.  Gerard  Magister, 
**    8.  Joost  van  Oblinus, 
*'    0.  Capt.  James  Carteret, 
**  10.  Pieter  Jansen  Bogert. 

We  observe  in  these  allotments  a  preconcerted  design  to 

occupy  what  remained  of  the  three  old  groundbriefs  given  to  '^i 

Matthys  Jansen,   Claessen,  and  Euyter :  a  shrewd  stroke  of  > 

policy,  truly,  but  which  we  are  not  to  interpret  into  a  distrust  •: 
of  the  equity  of  their  claim  to  those  lands,  of  which  they  had 

been  legally  put  in  possession  by  the  deliberate  action  of  the  con-  ^. 

stituted  authorities.  li 


*  For  the  after  history  of  these  lots,  which  were  mainly  included  in  the     • 
Waldron  faff m^  see  App.  H.  ' '^ 
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Byder  dates  his  certificates  of  the  aboye  sarveys  on  Augost  6th. 
They  were  recorded  August  17th.  While  here  surveying,  he 
hoarded  withBesolved  Waldron,  the  town  paying  for  it,  and  also 
for  six  gallons  of  rum  drank  during  the  progress  of  the  work. 
The  surveyor's  bill,  including  the  survey  of  Van  Keulen's  Hook, 
amounted  to  429  gl. 

A  parcel  of  meadow  land  lying  on  the  Spuyten  Duy vel,  to  the 
westward  of  the  first  lot  there  granted,  had  been  the  object  of 
some  contention,  but  was  finally  disposed  of,  by  a  vote  of  the 
magistrates,  August  10th,  as  follows  : 

"  Whereas  a  dispute  has  arisen  among  the  inhabitants  of  this 
town  respecting  a  certain  parcel  of  meadow  lying  on  the  Spuy- 
ten Duyrel,  which  each  of  them  claims  to  have,  and  the  said 
meadow  is  too  small  to  be  divided  amongst  them  all ;  and  be- 
cause some  have  no  meadow  annexed  to  their  land,  to  wit,  Arent 
HermenSy  Johannes  Vermeljey  and  Gerard  Magister,  We  the 
Court,  pursuant  to  the  order  of  his  Honor  the  Governor-General 
giyen  to  the  Land  Surveyor,  also  give  directions  to  said  Survey- 
or to  measure  out  and  give  the  said  meadow  to  the  aforesaid 
persons." 

It  was  then  further  resolved,  that  "  a  piece  of  meadow  lying  at 
the  north  point  of  this  Island,  and  Moertje  Davids'  Vly,  shall 
remain  to  the  town's  lot." 

More  wrath  seems  to  have  been  stirred  up  at  this  action  of 
the  magistrates  in  giving  away  the  meadows,  than  at  the  larger 
grants  made  by  Andros  impinging  on  their  patent,  though  this 
caused,  from  first  to  last,  a  deal  of  excitement.  Adolph  Meyer, 
now  a  magistrate,  but  opposed  to  the  grant,  had  the  temerity  to 
take  an  active  part  with  the  dissatisfied  people  in  getting  up  a 
remonstrance.  Andros  took  this  as  a  grave  offence,  and  issued 
his  warrant,  Aug.  14th,  for  Meyer's  arrest,  charging  him  with 
baying  "  occasioned  disturbance  by  siding  with  the  commonalty 
and  petitioning  In  a  factious  manner."  He  was  admitted  to 
bail,  on  condition  of  appearing  before  the  Governor  and  Council 
when  required,  to  answer  what  should  be  alleged  against  him, 
"  and  in  the  mean  time  to  be  of  the  good  behavior."  At  the 
next  election  his  townsmen  renominated  Meyer  for  magistrate, 
and  he  was  even  confirmed  in  the  ofiSce.  But  when  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  Mayor,  Van  Cortlandt,  he  removed  Meyer, 
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Nov.  3d,  because  he  was  *'  under  recognizance  for  his  good  be-, 
havior  ;'*  and  ordered  a  new  nomination,  which  resulted  in  put- 
ting Laurens  Jansen  in  the  vacancy. 

Scarcely  was  the  survey  at  Spuyten  Duyvel  made,  when  Dyck- 
man  and  Nagel  bought  out  Vermelje  and  Boch,  and  thereby 
became  the  owners  of  the  whole  five  lots,  containing  74  acres  of 
upland,  with  the  meadows  granted  them  as  before  stated,  being 
about  8  acres  ;  the  beginning  of  the  fine  estates  subsequently 
held  there  by  the  Nagel  and  Dyckman  families.  With  no  in- 
tention of  yet  quitting  their  old  homes  in  the  village,  they 
agreed  with  Michiel  Bastiaensen  and  his  son-in-law,  Eiersen,  to 
take  these  lands  upon  lease  for  a  term  of*  twelve  years.  We 
have  thought  the  contract,  here  translated  from  the  DutcL, 
worthy  to  be  preserved,  as  it  relates  to  the  first  successful  effort 
to  make  improvements  in  that  section  of  Manhattan  Island,  on 
which  as  yet  there  was  not  another  white  mafi's  hearthstone 
north  of  Harlem  village. 

On  this  date,  26th  October,  Ao.  1677,  appeared  before  me,  Hendrick 
J.  Vander  Vin,  by  the  Honorable  Mayor's  Court  admitted  Secretary, 
residing  at  the  Town  of  New  Haerlem,  and  the  after-named  witnesses : 
the  honest  Jan  Nagel  and  Jan  Dyckman^  on  the  one  side,  and  Mkhid 
Bastiaensen  with  Hendrick  Kiersen,  on  the  other ;  the  which  agree  to 
contract  with  the  others  and  are  agreed  in  the  following  manner.  Jan 
Nagel  and  Jan  Pyckman  have  conjointly  leased,  and  by  these  do  lease  to 
the  before-named  Michiel  Bastiaensen  and  Hendrick  Kiersen  in  com- 
pany, certain  the  lessors*  lands,  contained  in  five  lots,  marked  No.  1,  2, 
8,  4,  5,  with  the  meadows  thereto  belonging,  all  lying  upon  this  Island 
Manhatans,  at  Spuyten  Duyvel,  and  under  this  town^s  jurisdiction,  as 
appears  by  the  surveys  thereof  existing,  the  which  the  lessees  take  and 
accept  on  lease  upon  condition  as  follows,  to  wit :  The  lessees  shall 
occupy  and  use  the  aforesaid  lands  and  meadows  for  the  time  of  twelve 
consecutive  years,  to  count  from  now  on,  expiring  in  the  year  1689  after 
the  crops  and  fruits  are  off  the  land,  and  the  lease  of  the  houses  shall 
end  at  May  in  the  year  1690  ;  in  particular,  the  lessees  shall  possess  and 
use  the  aforesaid  lands  and  meadows  the  first  seven  years  free,  by  paying 
as  an  acknowledgment,  each  one  hen,  every  year ;  the  three  following 
years  shall  the  lessees  pay  each  a  hundred  and  fifty  guilders  per  year ; 
the  last  two  years  to  pa^  each  two  hundred  guilders  in  the  year  ;  the 
lessees  shall  have  authority  to  build  and  erect  houses,  barns  or  stables, 
after  their  own  satisfaction  and  contentment,  for  their  accommodation  ; 
on  condition  that  the  same,  at  the  ehd  of  the  lease,  with  the  fences 
which  then  shall  be  upon  the  lands  and  meadows,  be  delivered  over  all 
in  good  repair  ;  the  lessors  promise  to  furnish  the  lessees — ^in  order  upon 
the  aforesaid  lands,  wherever  the  lessees  decide,  to  place  an  orchard — 
with  fifty  fruit  trees,  both  apple  and  pear,  and  all  the  trees  which  they 
the  lessees  shall  come  to  set  out  and  raise  shall  at  the  end  of  the  lease, 
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except  the  fifty  trees  aforesaid,  be  divided  half  and  half ;  the  lessees 
holding  their  option  as  to  their  circumstances,  to  be  permitted  to  remove 
or  give  up  this  present  lease  at  their  pleasure,  with  the  same  to  the 
lessors,  upon  mentioning  it  one  year  before ;  the  lessors  promise 
the  lessees  freedom  in  the  real  possession  of  the  aforesaid'  lands 
and  dependencies,  without  any  charges  standing  thereon,  reserving 
the  lord  his  ri^ht ;  all  the  before-written  conditions,  the  appearers  de- 
clare to  be  their  contract  and  accord,  promising  the  same  on  both  sides 
to  conform  to  and  fulfil,  each  in  his  regard,  without  craft  or  cunning, 
under  obligation  as  according  to  laws.  Thus  done  and  passed  at  New 
Haerlem  in  presence  of  Joost  van  Oblinus  and  Conradus  Hendricx,  as 
witnesses  hereto  requested  and  solicited,  who  beside  the  appearers  and 
me  secretary,  have  undersigned  these,  on  the  date  as  above. 
Witness,  Jan  Nag  el. 

J.  VAN  Oblinus,     '  Jan  Dyckman. 

Conradus  Hendricks.  This  mark  *  of 

MiCHIEL  BaSTIAENSEN 

by  himself  made. 
Hendrick  Kiers. 
With  my  knowledge, 

Hendr.  J.  Vandr.  Vin,  Secretary, 

Subsequently  Dyckman  and  Nagel  became  the  joint  owners 
of  the  adjacent  tract,  known  as  the  Jansen  and  Aertsen  Patent, 
but  in  our  day  as  the  Dyckinaii  Homestead ;  as  also  of  tbat 
part  of  the  Papparinamin  Patent  which  had  been  occupied  by 
Verreelen.* 

•  The  Papparinamin^  or  Matthys  Jansen  Patent^  in  the  view  of  the  Har- 
lem people,  was  in  the  same  category  with  that  of  Jansen  and  Aertsen,  and 
other  of  Kiefl's  grants  which  had  lapsed  for  want  of  the  required  improve 
ment ;  and  hence  they  claimed  it  under  their  general  patent  as  part  of  their 
common  land,  notwithstanding  Gov.  Nicolls'  confirmation  to  Matthys  Jan- 
sen's  heirs.  Verveelcn,  on  or  after  removing  to  Spuylen  Duyvel,  had  in- 
closed some  sixteen  acres  off  the  north  end  of  the  patent;  and  the  grants 
of  *i677  engrossing  the  remainder,  the  Jansen  heirs  had  nothing  left  them. 

These  held  to  their  claim,  however,  and  many  years  later,  when  Vervee- 
lcn had  vacated,  made  an  attempt  to  recover.  On  Aug.  2,  1700,  John 
Matthyssen,  eldest  son  of  Matthys  Jansen,  late  of  Ulster  County,  deceased, 
in  behalf  of  himself  and  others,  the  co-heirs  of  the  said  Jansen  (see  Index, 
Van  Keuren\  petitioned  the  General  Assembly  for  relief,  representing, 
**  that  by  reason  of  the  uncertainty  of  some  bounds  in  said  patent  contained, 
he  was  wholly  dispossessed  of  his  father's  inheritance,  and  therefore  hum- 
bly prayed  that  the  bounds  of  the  said  land  might  be  settled,  and  the  said 
patent  confirmed  unto  the  co-heirs  of  the  said  Matthys  Jansen."  Leave 
beingr  granted,  a  bill  for  that  object  was  introduced  the  next  day,  passed  on 
the  8th,  and  sent  to  Gov.  Bellomont  for  his  signature. 

After  reciting  the  original  grant  by  Kieft  to  Matthys  Jansen,  Aug.  18, 
1646,  of '*one  hundred  acres,"  at  Papparinamin  on  Manhattan  Island,  its 
confirmation  by  Nicolls,  Mav  23,  1667.  and  the  petition  of  Jan  Matthyssen. 
this  bill  provided  '*that  the  limits  and  bounds  of  the  said  Patent  be,  and 
are  hereby  forever  declared  to  be,  at  a  place  called  Papparinamin.  which 
said  Papparinamin  is  upon  the  island  of  New  York,  joining  to  the  river 
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The  ensuing  winter  found  nearly  all  of  the  inhabitants 
busily  employed  in  the  woodlands  cutting  5000  palisades  "  for 
the  use  of  the  city/'  pursuant  to  an  order  from  the  Governor, 
of  Nov.  27th,  1677.  They  were  to  be  **  under  4  inches  thick  and 
12  to  13  feet  long,  to  be  delivered  at  the  water  side  in  a  conve- 
nient place  to  be  taken  away."  The  inhabitants  on  Nov.  29th  ^ 
were  divided  into  four  corporalships,  **  as  was  done  formerly  ;'* 
the  corporals  being  Laurens  Jansen,  Arent  Bussing,  Adolph 
Meyer,  and  Jan  Dyckman.  The  labor  was  probably  turned  to 
advantage  in  the  clearing  of  some  of  the  newly-drawn  lands. 
AW  those  who  had  shared  in  tlie  late  land  drafts  took  part  in 
this  work,  save  Constable  Nagel,  Johannes  Verveelen,  ferryman^ 
and  Capt.  Carteret ;  Maria  Vermilye  represented  by  her  hus- 
band, Isaac  Kip.  In  addition  were  enrolled  David  Demarest, 
David  Demarest,  Jr.,  Michiel  Bastiaensen,  Reyer  Michielsen, 
Pierre  Cresson,  Abraham  Delamater,  Jan  Kiersen,  Hendrick 
Kiersen,  Nicholas  de  Vaux,  Frangois  Breteau,  Jan  Jansen 
(P.  Bogcrt's  man),  and  Jan  Petit  (Baignoux)  "  and  his  mate." 

upon  which  the  bridge  called  King*s  Bridge  is  built,  according  as  the  In- 
dian name  Papparinamin  did  anciently  signify."  It  also  declared  "that  aU 
and  singular  the  estate,  right,  title,  and  interest  contained  in  the  said  pat- 
ents shall  be,  and  hereby  are,  confirmed  and  ratified  unto  the  said  John 
Matthyssen  and  other  of  the  said  co-heirs  of  the  said  Matthys  Jansen,  bis 
and  their  heirs  and  assigns  in  equal  proportions  and  divisions,  any  law, 
usage,  or  custom  to  the  contrary  hereof  in  anyways  notwithstanding.' 

But  the  governor  withheld  his  signature,  and  the  bill  failed  to  become  a 
law.  Matthyssen  petitioned  the  Assembly  again,  Oct.  26  ;  ic  "  was  read, 
and  referred  for  further  consideration,"  but  not  again  taken  up.  The  Har- 
lem folks  had  meanwhile,  by  their  deputy,  Peter  van  Oblienis,  taken  coun- 
sel and  put  in  their  plea  before  the  governor,  and  doubtless  with  effect. 
His  Excellency  informed  the  Assembly,  Nov.  2,  that  be  had  declined  to 
meddle  with  certain  bills  presented  for  his  approval,  because  as  matters  of 
property  they  should  be  referred  to  the  Courts  of  Judicature,  soon  to  be 
established.  But  no  further  proceedings  in  the  case  have  been  iound.  The 
Dyckmans  soon  took  possession  under  their  grant  of  1701  from  the  town, 
of  which  we  shall  hereafter  speak. 

There  was  really  no  injustice  done  the  Jansen  heirs,  for  the  land  had  lain 
neglected  and  unclaimed  by  them,  now  more  than  thirty  years  since  the  con- 
firmation by  Nicolls.  This  groundbrief  stood  in  no  wise  different  from 
others  which  had  been  declared  void,  except  said  confirmation,  which  was 
probably  an  oversight.  As  it  had  never  been  sold,  there  was  no  such  rea- 
son for  compensation  as  there  was  in  the  case  of  the  Jansen  and  Aertseo 
patent ;  and  to  have  admitted  its  validity  at  that  late  day  would  have  been 
a  bad  precedent,  and  one  which  the  holders  of  other  vacant  gn^oundbrieCs 
would  have  been  only  too  ready  to  take  advantage  of. 

The  parcel  which  Verveelen  had  had  the  use  of  passed  from  Jacob  Dyck- 
man to  his  son  Jacob,  and  formed  part  of  the  30  acres  sd«d  Feb.  11,  1773,  to 
Caleb  Hyatt 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 


1677-1682, 


THE  FRENCH   LEAVING  ;   NEW  TOWN-HOUSE  ;   LAND  QUESTIONS  ; 
LABADISTS  ;   CAPT.  CARTERET  ;   SALE  OF  MOERTJE  DAVIDS  FLY, 


A  SUIT  of  Nicholas  de  Vaux  versus  Pierre  Cresson,  for  some 
time  pending  in  the  local  court,  was  decided  November 
16th,  1677.       Defendant  having  sold  plaintiff   his  house  and 
lands,  October  27th,  1676,  the  bill  of  sale  was  cancelled  on  April 
23d  ensuing,  when  Do  Vaux  gave  Cresson  a  parcel  of  fence  rails, 
and  was  promised  in  return  the  use  of  enough  land  to  sow  a 
schepel  of  flaxseed,  Cresson  to  receive  of  the  llax  every  fourth 
sheaf.     Jean  Baptistc  de  Poictier,  Sieur  Dubuisson,  was  present 
and  heard  the  bargain.     But  before  De  Vaux  was  ready  to  put 
in  his  seed  Jan  Hendricks  Brevoort  leased  and  planted  Crcs- 
son's  land  on  Jochem  Pieters,  leaving  to  De  Vaux  only  a  small 
comer,  where  it  was  sandy  and  unfit  for  his  purpose.     De  Vaux 
then  demanded  of  Cresson  the  use  of  his  lot  on  Van  Keulen's 
Hook ;  but  the  latter  objecting,  De  Vaux  on   September  6tli 
appealed  to  the  magistrates.     On  a  hearing  it  was  agreed  to 
"  hold  the  case  in  advice  till  the  coming  of  Jean  Baptiste  Bison.  ^' 
On  the  date  first  named  it  again  came  up,  when  Cresson  pre- 
sented Dubuisson's  written  declaration.     The  Court  now  decid- 
ed that  Cresson  **  restore  to  the  plaintiff  the  250  rails  which  he 
has  wrongfully  taken  from  him  ;  and  as  the  plaintiff  has  failed 
to  perform  his  part  of  the  contract,  that  he  be  condemned  in 
the  costs  hereby  incurred. "     De  Vaux  removed  soon  after  to 
New  Jersey,  and  with  his  wife  Marie  See  joined  the  church  at 
Bergen,  April  5th,  1079.     His  descendants,  under  the  name  of 
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De  Vouw,  or  Do  Voe,  were  long  to  be  found  at  Ilackonsack  and 
Tarry  town.* 

The  French  refugees  were  gradually  leaving,  drawn  princi- 
l)ally  to  Bergen  County,  N.  J.,  Staten  Island,  and  up  the  Hud- 
son, where  they  found  other  French  families,  and  land  more 
abundant,  and  to  bo  had  at  a  trifling  cost.  Gerard  Magister 
was  of  the  number  tliat  left.  lie  had  lately  drawn  one  of  the 
New  Lots,  and  at  the  same  time,  by  deed  of  August  9th,  1677, 
bought  from  Joost  van  Oblinus,  for  400  gl.  in  grain,  the  erf, 
house,  and  barn  lately  owned  by  and  yet  in  the  occupancy  of 
David  Demarest,  Jr.  On  Dec.  26th  ensuing  ho  and  wife  Made- 
leine TAdmiral  made  a  joint  will  before  the  secretary,  magis- 
trate Tourneur,  and  Frederick  de  Vaux,  after  the  form  usual 
wiLli  the  French  refugees.  All  this  looked  to  a  fixed  residence; 
but  within  two  years  Magister  left  the  town.  He  sold  his  lot 
No.  7,  Mar.  22d,  1679,  to  Jan  Delamater,  but  no  sale  of  his 
dwelling-house  is  to  be  found. f 

♦  Nicholas  de  Vaux  had  a  dr.  Esther,  b.  at  H.,  who  in  1698,  m.  Ulderick 
Brower,  of  Hackensack,  whither  De  Vaux  had  removed,  and  where,  io 
1706,  he  m.  a  second  w.,  Margaret  Jans,  wid.  of  Jacques  Button.  He  d. 
prior  to  1717,  when  his  wid.  m.  Hendrick  Cammega,  whose  first  wife  was 
Anna  M.  Verveelen.  De  Vaux  had  other  drs.,  Susanna,  b.  1680,  who  m. 
Thomas  Brickers  and  Jacobus  Van  Gelder  ;  Mary,  who  m.  Jacob  Buys,  of 
Bergen  ;  and  Rachel,  who  m.  Abraham  Martelingh  ;  also,  by  his  second  w. 
another  dr.  Esther,  b.  1711,  his  first,  so  named,  Mrs.  Brower,  having  just 
d.  His  son,  Abraham  de  Vaux,  or  de  Vouw,  joined  the  Hackensack  ch.  in 
1694,  but  removed  to  Tarrytown,  to  which  place  his  mo.*s  kinsfolk,  the  Sec 
family,  had  gone,  and  where  he  and  w.  Mary  appear  as  chhm.  I  believe 
he  had  sons  Nicholas  and  Johannes.  He  served  as  deacon  in  1708,  and  as 
elder  in  1724;  offices  afterwards  held  by  said  Johannes  de  Vouw. 

t  Jean  le  Roy  had  owned  this  domicil  as  early  as  1670,  and  apparently 
it  was  tho  north  garden  No.  2,  next  Tourneur  ;  on  which  account  I  suppose 
Le  Roy  was  led  to  get  it.  This  garden  was  in  Simon  De  Ruinc's  allotment, 
bought  in  1666,  by  Capt.  Delavall ;  and  when  Le  Roy  sold  Delavall  his 
lands  bought  of  Presto,  he  probably  took  this  garden  in  part  payment,  and 
built  on  it.  Le  Roy  sold  out  entire  in  1674.  The  owners  after  him  were 
Cornier,  Richard,  Demarest,  Jr.,  Richard  again,  and  Oblinus.  The  latter 
agreed  to  sell  Magister  the  house,  barn  and  houselot,  for  400  gl.,  to  run  on 
interest,  if  he  could  not  meet  the  payment.  The  rale  lists  indicate  that 
Oblinus  took  it  back.  His  sons  John  and  Hendrick  evidently  held  this 
garden  No.  2,  then  an  erf,  in  1706  and  1708,  and  John  alone  in  1712  ; 
though  Marcus  Tiebaut  at  this  date  had  some  interest  in  it,  and  was  in 
possession  in  1713.  I  think  he  had  bargained  for  it,  but  d.  before  the  sale 
was  closed  ;  and  that  then,  1714,  his  step-son,  John  Lewis  bought  it.  This 
is  probably  its  history,  but,  resting  in  part  on  other  proof  than  deeds  of 
transfer,  it  cannot  be  given  with  absolute  assurance.  See  note  on  J&hn 
Lewis  for  more  about  this  lot,  wTiich  later  formed  a  part  of  the  William 
Brady  plot. 
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Again  came  up  the  matter  of  the  town  finances,  and  promi- 
nently that  of  the  voorleser's  salaiy.  The  record  of  Feb.  7th, 
1^78,  runs  :  **  Is  proposed  and  resolved  that  the  accounts  of  this 
Town,  as  well  the  debts  as  credits,-  revised  on  the  date  of  19th 
February,  1677,  shall  with  the  first  opportunity  be  taken  up  and 
disposed  of  ;  and  the  Secretary  is  authorized  henceforth  to  keep 
a  separate  register  thereof."  From  the  register  so  begun  and 
yet  preserved  have  been  culled  many  interesting  items  relating 
to  the  settlers. 

On  the  same  date  we  also  read  : 

Is  further  resolved  and  concluded  that  the  magistrates  shall  go  about 
among  the  common  inhabitants  and  see  how  much  each  is  willing  to 
contribute  yearly  to  the  maintenance  and  salary  of  the  Voorleser,  be^n- 
ning  the  28d  October  of  the  pievious  year,  1677,  and  following.  The 
Voorleser  must  have  yearly  for  salary,  according  to  the  agreement 
entered  into  the  23d  October,  1670,  the  sum  of  400  guilders  ;  the  magis- 
trates remain  held  to  furnish  the  money. 

List  of  the  Free-will  Contributions  for  the  support  and  salary  of  the 
Voorleser  of  this  Town,  etc.,  and  the  following  are  to  contribute  yearly  : 

Jan  Nagel /.  18 

Daniel  Toumeur. ' **  15 

Joost  van  Oblinus **  40 

Jan  Dyckman **  12 

Laurens  Jansen *'  10 

Resalvert  Waldron *•  80 

Conradus  Hendricks **  10 

Jan  Hendricks "    6 

Maria  Vermelje **    8 

Johannes  Vermelje **  10 

Glaude  le  Maistre ; **  12 

Michiel  Bastiaensen *'     6 

Hendrick  Kiers **    6 

Arent  Hermens **     8 

Jan  Hendricks  van  Brevoort **  10 

Jan  le  Maistre **     6 

Adolph  Meyer **  14 

Cornells  Jansen **  12 

Gerard  Magister **    6 

Jan  Louw **  20 

sr?:?rn,|-t»^th«'-^ ••••"«« 

Jan  Nagel,  rent  of  the  meadow **  18 

/.  842 

Upon  the  4th  April,  "  The  Constable  was  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  collect  and  receive  the  debts  which  to  this  town 
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must  bo  paid,  according  to  the  assessment  of  the  19th  February, 
1C77,  as  from  Jan  Louwe,  David  des  Marest,  Glaude  le  Maistre, 
and  others." 

Demarest  settled  np  in  full  with  the  town  on  April  26th,  his 
son  David  had  done  so  on  the  23d,  and  soon  after  this  the  whole 
family,  with  Jacques  Laroe,  removed  to  their  new  home  on  the 
Herring  River,  now  the  Hackensack.  All  the  adults,  being  eight 
persons,  united  *'  by  certificates"  (in  part  from  the  French 
church),  with  the  church  at  Bergen,  on  October  7th  succeeding.* 

*  Demarest's  **  two  miles  square"  purchase  from  Mcndawasey  and  other 
Tappan  chiefs  was  commonlv  called  **  The  French  Patent."     From  what  is 
now  New  Bridge,  on  the  Hackensack,  two  miles  above  Hackensack  vil- 
lage, it  reached  up  the  river  to  a  little  beyond  Old  Bridge  ;  and  from  the 
river  eastward   to  the  '*  North  River  Mountains,"  or  present  line  of  the 
Northern  Railroad.     On  the  part  lying  above  the  Old  Bridge,  upon  the 
bank   of  the   Hackensack,  in   a  charming  sftuation,    Demarest  built  bis 
dwelling  and  a  grist  mill,  with  a  dam  across  the  stream.     He  called  his 
home  Essa^  perhaps  from  the  old  family  seat  in  Picardv,  Oise  Mont,  or 
Oise,  which  the   Latin  authors  called  CEsia  or  jEsia.     Afterwards  buying 
lands  on  the  west  side  of^the  river,  he  put  up  there  a  saw  mill,  and  also  a 
more  capacious  grist  mill.    This  last  was  called  the  Greai  Mill^  and  its 
older  neighbor  opposite,  the  Little  Mill.     Demarest's   plan  of  forming  a 
French  colony  on  his  tract,  failed  ;  though  he  drew  to  him  several  families, 
as  those  of  Daniel  du  Voor,  Jean  Durie,  Jacques  Laroe  and  Nicholas  dc 
Vaux,  and  they  together  organized  what  was  called  **The  French  Church 
of  Kinkachemeck,"  and  built  a  house  of  worship  on  Demarest's land,  near 
his  dwelling,  upon  a  knoll  just  below. the  Old  Bridge,  where  still  remains 
** The  French  Burying  Ground."    In  midsummer,  1693,  David  Demarest. 
the  patriarch,  d.,  and  his  remains,  with  those  of  his  wife,  who  d.  first,  no 
doubt  rest  in  the  old  burial  ground  aforesaid.     His  last  will,  made  Aug. 
26, 1689,  gave  his  estate  equally  to  his  three  sons.     David  junior  had  mean- 
while  d.,  and  his  wid.  ra.  John  Durie.     On  Aug.  13,  1693,  some  days  after 
the  d.  of  David  the  elder,  a  division  was  made,  in  presence  of  Rev.  Pierre 
Peiret,  by  John  and  Samuel   Demarest,  and  by  John  Durie  for  the  chn.  of 
Dax'id  junior  ;  the  homestead  and  Little  Mill  falling  to  John,  the  lands  and 
mills  west  of  the  river  to  Samuel,  and  heirs  of  David.     After  losing  its 
chief  patron,  the  French  church  declined  ;  Rev.  Pierre  DaiI16,  Poirct's  col- 
league who  usually  preached  here,  removing  to  Boston,  his  visits  ceased, 
and  the  Demarests  and  others  took  letters  to  the  Dutch  church  at  Hacken- 
sack.   Demarest's  cherished  cieations,  the   church,  the  mills,  have  alike 
disappeared  ;  only  a'  few  piles,  the  remains  of  the  mill-dam,  show  their 
heads  at  very  low  water. 

John  Demarest  was  b.  1645,  on  the  Island  of  Walcheren,  Zeeland  ;  m. 
166S,  Jacomina,  dr.  of  Simon  De  Ruine,  again  in  1692,  Marritic  Van  Winck- 
el,  wid.  of  Peter  Slot,  and  in  1702,  Magdalena  Laurens,  wid.  of  Jean  Tul- 
Her.  In  1689,  he  was  of  the  committee  of  safety  which  commissiooed  Gov. 
Leisler.  He  d.  in  1719,  having  parcelled  his  lands  among  his  chn.  These 
were,  (w.  or  hus.  given  in  parentheses,)  Davidy  b.  1669,  (Antie,  dr.  of  Jan 

Slot)  ;  John,  1671,  (Deborah ) ;  Maria,  1673,  (Jacobus  Slot);  Samk, 

1675,  (Abraham  Canon) ;  Rachel,  1678,  (Thomas  Hyatt) ;  Jacomina^  1680. 
Xlohn  Stewart,  from  Sterling,  Scotland);  Leah,  1682,  (Abraham  Brower); 
Magdalena^  1684,  (James  Christie,  from  Iverden) ;  Peter,  1688,  (Maria  Meet 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


HISTORY  OF  HARLEM.  393 

Again  on  the  8th  of  May  resolutions  were  passed  as  follows  : 

Whereas  it  is  found  that  the  Voorleser,  from  the  contributions,  for 
this  current  year  since  the  2dd  October  past,  with  the  rent  of  the  town^s 
lot  and  meadow,  reckoned  in,  will  not  draw  for  his  salary  more  than  342 
guilders,  instead  of  400  which  he  must  have  yearly  ;  the  said  Voorleser 
has,  to  the  constable  and  magistrates  assented,  that  (because  of  other 
burdens)  he  shall  have  for  this  current  year  till  23d  October  first  com- 
ing, no  more  than  the  said  342  guilders  ;  and  the  constable  and  magis- 
trates shall  then  make  a  new  and  reliable  assessment  for  the  full  sum  of 
400  guilders  yearly  as  salary,  according  to  the  first  accord  of  23d  October, 
IflTO.  The  whole  aforewritten  provision  is  by  the  Voorleser  agreed  to, 
declaring  therewith  to  be  content. 

Is  also  taken  into  consideration  about  the  rebuilding  of  the  town^s 
house  for  the  Voorleser  ;  it  is  found  good  to  take  the  same  in  hand  by 
the  first  opportunity,  as  the  most  necessary  work  to  be  done  by  the 
Inhabitants,  and  they  having  leisure  to  properly  hew  and  make  ready 
the  timber  for  the  same  ;  thereupon  called  in  Gerard  Magister,  wheel- 
wright, to  contract  with  him  for  the  carpenter  work,  according  to  a 
plan  to  him  submitted.  Demands  200  guilders  ;  whereupon  it  was  not 
ordered,  but  the  magistrates  said  that  they  would  think  upon  it  and 
inform  him  when  they  should  be  able  to  have  him  do  it ;  thereupon 
separated. 

Circumstances  led  to  a  change  of  plan.  Mrs.  Montague  had 
ended  her  widowhood,  but  within  a  short  three  years  had  lost 
her  second  husband,  Mr.  Isaac  Kip  ;  the  magistrates  being  called 
upon  July  25th,  1678,  to  inventory  the  household  goods  "  which 
the  deceased  in  his  lifetime  had  brought  to  the  widow."  The 
plan  to  build  a  new  house,  the  timber  for  which  was  already 

and  Maria  Button).  David  Demarest  was  b.  1652,  at  Mannheim,  and  m. 
1675,  Rachel,  dr.  of  Pierre  Cresson.  He  d.  ab.  1691.  His  wid.  m.  John 
Durie,  and  in  1702,  Roelof  Vanderlinde.  Demarest's  chn.  were  David, 
b.  1676,  (Sarah,  dr.  of  Rev.  Guiliaem  Bertholf);  Peter,  1677,  not  again 
named;  Susanna,  1679,  (Peter  Westervcll);  Rachel,  1680.  (Andries  van 
Norden);  Jacobus,  i6fii,  (Leah.  dr.  of  Peier  De  Groot,  and  Grietie,  dr. 
of  Cosyn  Herring) ;  Satnuel,  (Siiskc,  dr.  of  Siba  Banta) ;  Mary,  (Wiert 
Banta) ;  Daniel,  (Rebecca,  dr.  of  Peter  De  Groot) ;  Benjamin,  (Elizabeth, 
dr.  of  Peter  De  Groot) ;  Jacomina,  (Andries  van  Buskirk) ;  Leak,  (Rynicr 
van  Houten);  Lydia,  (Stephen  Terhune). 

Samuel  Demarest  was  b.  1656,  at  Mannheim,  and  m.  ab.  1678,  Maria, 
dr.  of  Simon  De  Ruine,  who  survived  him.  Hed.  in  1728.  His  sons  who 
reached  manhood,  were  David,  b.  1681,  (Mattie  Debaun);  Samuel,  (^imeixe 
van  Hoorn) ;  Peier,  (Margaret  Herring) ;  Simon,  b.  1699,  (Vrouwtie  Herring)  ; 
and  his  drs.  were  Magdalena,  b.  1680.  (Cornelius  Banta)  ;  Jacomina,  (Sam- 
uel Helling  and  Cornelius  van  Hoorn) ;  Judith,  (Christian  Debaun  and 
Peter  Durie) ;  Sarah,  (John  Westervelt) ;  Rachel,  (Jacobus  Peek)  ;  Susanna, 
b.  1703,  (Benjamin  van  Buskirk).  To  most  of  these  Samuel  assigned  por- 
tions of  his  lands  before  his  d. 

We  cannot  extend  these  interesting  details,  so  far,  we  believe,  entirely 
reliable ;  but  invite  some  one  to  fill  out  the  genealogical  lines,  which,  in 
1820,  were  said  to  embrace  seven  thousand  names  '. 
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contracted  for  with  Daniel  Toumeur,  was  suddenly  arrested,  and 
the  widow  turned  her  contract  over  to  the  town.  Thereupon 
the  following  resolution  was  passed  September  7th  : 

The  Constable  and  Magistrates,  with  the  advice  of  the  whole  Com- 
munity, have  f Guild  good  and  resolved  to  rebuild  and  renew  the  town^s 
house  for  the  Yoorleser  ;  and  Daniel  Toumeur  has  agreed  to  cut  the  tim- 
ber needed  therefor,  as  he  was  held  to  do  for  Maria  Vennelje,  for  180 
guilders  (on  conditiqn  it  shall  cancel  her  whole  debt  in  the  town^s 
account)  ;  to  wit :  5  beams  twenty  feet  long,  broad  in  proportion ;  \% 
posts  ten  feet  long,  4  sills  twenty-two  and  twenty  feet  long,  2  rafters,  2 
girders,  1  other  spar,  all  twenty-two  feet ;  also  split  shingles  for  the 
roof  ;  all  finished  to  deliver  at  the  stump,  and  they  of  the  community  shall 
ride  out  the  said  timber,  as  it  is  ready,  and  bring  it  to  the  work,  etc* 

Ijcaving  Toumeur  to  perform  his  toilsome  work  of  hewing, 
and  good  Vander  Vin  to  make  the  best  of  his  straitened  ciremn- 
sjtances-rfor  owing  Gerrit  yan  Tright,  of  New  York,  merchant, 
**  64  gl.  13  st.  in  beaver,  100  gl.  17  st.  in  sewant,  and  2  pieces 
of  eight  in  silver,^'  he  was  obliged,  July  27th  of  this  year,  to 
mortgage  his  house  and  iot  on  the  Beaver  Graft,  whence  he  de- 
rived a  part  of  his  support,  —other  matters  How  claim  a  notice. 

Changing  the  lines  on  Van  Keulen^s  Hook  was  a  fruitful 
cause  of  misunderstanding  between  adjoining  owners  during 
this  and  the  preceding  year.  Hendrick  Kiersen's  lease  of  the 
Toumeur  lots  had  not  yet  expired.  Pierre  Cresson,  who  joined 
Toumeur  on  the  west,  summoned  Kiersen  to  court,  June  7th, 

*  Isaac  Kip  was  of  a  worthy  and  well  known  familv,  for  an  accovot  of 
which  see  Hoigatis  Am.  Gen.,  and  the  N,  K.,  (7.  6*^.  Aec.Jor  1877. 

Mr.  Kip  was  b.  at  Amsterdam  in  1627.  He  was  much  respected  at 
H.,  and  was  nominated  for  magistrate  Oct.  27,  1675.  He  had  no  chn.  by 
Maria  Vermilye ;  but  his  fir^t  w.  Catalina^  dr.  of  Hendrick  Jansen,  bare 
him  Hendrick  (see  p.  i63)»  Tryntie,  Abraham,  Isaac,  Jacobus,  Johannes. 
Trynlie  m.  Philip  de  Forest.  Jacobus  was  the  gt.  gt.  gd.  fa.  of  Rev.  Francis 
M.  Kip,  and  Rev.  Wm.  I.  Kip,  D.D.  Johannes,  bapt.  Jan,  20,  1660, is  the 
subject  of  a  letter  in  my  possession,  written  in  Dutch,  on  a  sheet  feur  by 
six  inches,  and  which  reads  thus  : 

Mrs,  Mary  Kip,  After  salutation  ;  These  friends  come  to  counsel  with 
you  as  to  the  best  and  most  proper  way  to  manage  it  with  Jobannesie  Kip, 
the  youngest  child  of  your  husband,  my  brother  deceased.  'Tis  such  I 
should  also  have  come,  but  have  just  now  in  daily  employ  four  strange 
masons,  and  cannot  leave  them.  Therefore  request  that  you  with  the 
friends  will  please  consider  all  that  is  needful  to  do  for  the  welfare  of  the 
child,  and  further  provide  that  which  is  necessary.  What  you  and  the 
friends  do,  shall  be  acceptable  to  me.  Hoping  that  both  skies  may  agree 
in  all  friendship,  for  the  best ;  whereof  not  doubting,  commend  you  to 
God's  protection,  and  remain, 

1678,  the  26  July  Your  affectionate 

Kipsberry.  Jacob  Kip. 
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1677,  demanding  that  he  should  give  up  the  strip  of  his  land  on 
which  he  had  sowed.  Kiersen  said  ho  had  only  used  the  land 
he  had  hired  of  Toumeur. 

"  The  Honorable  Court  having  maturely  considered  the  case 
in  question,  and  finding  it  to  be  a  mistake  general  among  tho 
users  and  owners  of  these  lotg,  consent  and  order  that,  as  it  is 
now  sowed,  it  shall  remain  as  it  is  4*111  the  crop  i^  off  the  land  ; 
and  that  then  each  one  shall  plough  and  sow  his  land  according 
to  the  last  survey  made  and  staked  off  by  the  sworn  surveyor/' 

Again,  Glaude  le  Maistre  claimed  and  put  under  arrest  the 
grain  which  had  been  sowed  by  Joost  van  Oblinus  on  a  strip  of 
land  that  fell  within  Le  Maistre's  line.  On  a  complaint  by 
OblinuB  July  12th,  1677,  the  town  court,  a  little  mystified  in  this 
instance,  directed  "  the  plaintiff  to  cut  and  carry  in  his  grain, 
but  that  he  shall  take  account  how  much  has  stood  upon  the 
strip  of  land  in  question,  and  keep  the  same  separate  till  further 
order..'*  * 

Again,  on  September  5th,  1078,  Comelis  Jansen  complained 
of  Jan  le  Maistre,  **  concerning  a  strip  of  bouwland  upon  Van 
Keulen's  Hook  ;''  that  he  *'  had  not  fixed  his  land  properly 
according  to  promise.''  Defendant  said  that  he  had  regulated 
the  land  as  it  should  be,  and  that  the  plaintiff  might  have 
ploughed  it ;  proves  that  he  had  proposed  and  plaintiff  had  re- 
fused an  arbitration  as  to  the  fitness.  After  hearing  parties  thie 
Court  went  out  and  viewed  the  situation,  "  in  order  afterwards 
to  judge  as  they  should  ;"  and  then  the  parties  came  to  an  agree- 
ment— Jansen  to  have  his  strip  of  land,  etc.,  and  the  costs  to  be 
borne  half  and  half.  Then  the  Court  passed  the  following  gen- 
eral order : 

**  Is  moreover  resolved  and  established  that  from  now  for^ 
ward,  to  prevent  further  questions  concerning  the  fences  upon 
Van  Keulen's  Hook  because  of  the  changing  of  some  strips, 
those  intending  to  reset  their  new  fence  in  stead  of  old,  remain 
bound  to  remove  the  old  from  the  new,  and  to  set  it  properly  ; 
according  to  which  each  one  must  conform  himself." 

*  Coin  was  then  so  rare  an  article  in  the  colony,  that  Vander  Vin  mak^s 
a  note  to  this  case  as  follows :  *'  The  Plaintiff  paid  for  the  extraordinary 
session  a  double  gold  ducat,  9  guilders  Holland  ;  in  sewant  36  guilders. 
So  it  then  took  four  guilders  in  sewant,  to  make  one  in  coin. 
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The  year  1678  at  the  dorp  wore  away  with  no  other  noticeable 
incident  except  the  usual  choice  of  town  officers,  and  the  Tisit 
from  Do.  Nieuwenhuysen  to  install  an  elder  and  deacon.  On 
the  latter  occasion,  Olaude  le  Maistre,  at  the  expense  of  the  town, 
furnished  "  a  half-vat  of  good  beer"  for  the  entertainment  of 
the  domine  and  the  congregation,  and  Waldron,  Dyckman, 
Bussing,  and  Oblinus  advanced  the  domine  each  3  guilders  (in 
all  12)  for  his  services,  while  Jan  Nagel  provided  the  wagon  to 
bring  and  return  his  reverence  ;  the  visit  costing  the  town  in  all 
41  guilders. 

An  episode  of  the  current  year  was  a  marriage  in  high  life  at 
New  York,  that  of  Thomas  Codrington,  merchant,  to  Margaret, 
daughter  of  the  then  mayor,  Capt.  Delavall.  Having  resumed 
active  business  on  his  return  from  England,  the  Captain  was 
now  in  the  height  of  his  prosperity,  and  enabled  to  do  hand- 
somely by  his  daughter,  upon  whom  Oct.  9th,  in  view  of  her 
nuptials  soon  '*  to  be  solemnized,"  he  settled  the  sum  of  £500. 
Twenty  years  later,  Capt.  Codrington,  meanwhile  risen  to  wealth 
and  official  distinction,  became  a  freeholder  of  Harlem,  by  the 
purchase  of  the  Baignoux  farm  ;  the  good  services  which  he 
rendered  the  town  in  its  public  affairs  only  ending  with  his 
death  in  1710. 

It  speaks  well  for  the  prevailing  security  at  this  period,  that 
but  seldom  an  act  of  robbery  comes  to  notice.  A  flagrant  case 
which  occurred  in  the  spring  of  1679  made  the  greater  excite- 
ment at  Harlem  as  one  of  the  thefts  was  committed  at '' the 
house  of  Daniel  Toumeur's  sister,"  the  wife  of  Frederick  De 
Voe.  The  thief  was  one  Williams,  who  having  stolen  a  horse  at 
Stamford  had  also  robbed  several  persons  in  Fordham.  Being 
arrested,  and,  by  an  order  from  the  Governor  of  March  3d, 
**  delivered  pinioned  into  the  hands  of  the  constable  of  Har- 
lem," Waldron  conducted  him  to  New  York  for  triaL  He  was 
convicted  on  May  8th,  of  horse  stealing,  upon  several  affidavits 
taken  at  Stamford. 

This  year  another  French  refugee  left  the  town  with  his 
family.  This  was  Pierre  Cresson.  After  selling  out  his  farm 
May  23d,  1677,  to  Jan  Hendricks  van  Brevoort,  who  had  had  it  a 
year  under  lease,  he  built  upon  and  occupied  his  outside  garden 
No.  14.     This  he  now  sold,  March  6th,  1679,  to  Jan  Nagel,  who 
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owned  No.  13,  for  100  guilders  in  goods  or  grain,  a  pair  of 
oxen,  one  cow,  and  a  half-firkin  of  soap  !  Cresson  removed  to 
Staten  Island,  having  already  secured  a  lot  of  land  at  or  near 
Long  Neck,  on  the  north-west  side  of  the  island,  for  laying  out 
which  an  order  had  issued  from  the  Secretary's  office.  May 
14th,  1678.  A  small  stream,  on  which  lay  his  meadow  at  Sher- 
man's Creek,  was  long  called  after  him  *'  Pieter  Tuynier*s 
Enn.'' 

This  year  gave  rise  to  a  protracted  law-suit  between  Daniel 
Tonmeur  and  Cornelis  and  Laurens  Jansen,  as  plaintiffs,  and 
Col.  Lewis  Morris,  defendant,  concerning  certain  meadows  on 
Stony  Island,  which  the  plaintiffs  claimed  to  have  owned  ''  up- 
wards of  sixteen  years.''  This  carried  their  title  back  to  Stuy- 
vesant's  grants,  in  1663,  to  Tourneur,  Cogu,  and  De  Meyer, 
jyiorris  claiming  the  meadows  as  within  his  purchase,  had  sent 
his  men  in  haying  time  to  mow  and  gather  the  grass.  The 
others  complaining  of  this  trespass,  obtained  from  the  Council 
the  following  mandate  in  their  favor  : 

**  Ordered  that  the  Petitioners  do  continue  in  quiet  possession 
of  the  said  meadows  at  Stone  Island,  according  to  their  grants. 
And  if  Col.  Morris  have  any  claim  or  pretence  thereto,  the  same 
is  to  be  heard  and  determined  at  the  next  General  Court  of 
Assizes." 

Thus  the  matter  rested  till  the  next  annual  return  of  the  hay- 
ing season. 

The  signal  event  of  the  year  was  the  visit  of  the  two  Labadist 
travellers,  Sluyter  and  Bankers,  from  Wiewerd  in  Friesland. 
Their  journal  affords  us  this  interesting  description  of  their 
visit 

Under  date  of  October  6th,  1679,  they  say  :  "We  left  the 
village  called  the  Bouwery,  lying  on  the  right  hand,  and  went 
through  the  woods  to  New  Harleniy  a  tolerable  village  situated 
on  the  south  side  of  the  Island,  directly  opposite  the  place  where 
the  north-east  creek  and  the  East  River  come  together."  Their 
object  was  "  to  explore  the  Island  of  Manhattan,"  which  in  their 
view  ran  east  an(J  west,  but  in  this  respect  we  correct  their 
account  in  italics.  **  This  island  is  about  seven  hours'  distance 
in  length,  but  is  not  a  full  hour  broad.  The  sides  are  indented 
with  bays,  coves,  and  creeks.     It  is  almost  entirely  taken  up  ; 
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that  is,  the  land  is  held  by  private  owners,  but  not  half  of  it  ils 
caltivated.  Much  of  it  is  good  woodland.  The  south  end  on 
which  the  city  lies  is  entirely  cleared  for  more  than  an  hour's 
distance,  though  that  is  the  poorest  ground  :  the  best  being  on 
the  east  or  north  side.  There  are  many  brooks  of  fresh  water 
running  through  it,  wholesome,  and  fit  for  man  and  beast  to 
drink,  as  well  as  agreeable  to  behold  ;  affording  cool  and  pleas- 
ant resting-places,  but  especially  suitable  for  the  construction 
of  mills,  for  while  there  is  no  overflow  of  water,  yet  it  can  be 
shut  oS  and  so  used.'' 

With  eyes  accustomed  only  to  monotonous  plains  and  pas- 
tures, they  viewed  with  delight  the  variety  of  landscape.  Mount 
Morris  and  the  heights  lying  westward  of  the  flats  they  describe 
as  "  two  ridges  of  very  high  rocks,  with  a  considerable  space 
between  them,  displaying  themselves  very  majestically,  and  in- 
viting  all  men  to  acknowledge  in  them  the  majesty,  grandeur, 
power,  and  glory  x)f  their  Creator,  who  has  impressed  such 
marks  upon  them."  The  last  reference  is  probably  to  the  out-  • 
cropping  of  the  gray  stone  along  the  entire  face  of  the  west 
heights.     "  Between  them  runs  the  road  to  Spyt  den  duyveL* 

*  Harlem  Lanb.  See  Note  p.  282.  The  road  from  HarUm  viOage  to 
Spuvten  Du3rvel  had  been  laid  out  recently  by  order  of  the  Mayor's  Court 
of  Nov.  7, 1676,  and  pursuant  to  which  the  inhabitants  on  Dec.  7,  met  and 
"  resolved  to  make  the  road  between  this  village  and  Spuyten  Duyvel  ;  to 
begin  on  Saturday  the  9th  of  this  month."  Harlem  Lane  was  probably 
regulated  about  the  same  time.  Its  first  house  was  put  up  by  the  Tourpeurs 
as  early  as  1679,  and  stood  "about  where  7th  avenue  intersects  115th 
street."  Says  one  looking  back  over  half  a  century,  "  I  remember  the 
depression  where  the  partly  filled  up  cellar  was,  and  the  two  large  old 
ox-heart-cherrytrees  that  stood  probably  in  front  of  the  house."  The  only 
ancient  dwelling  left  on  Harlem  Lane  is  the  old  Van  Bramer  house,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Lane  midway  between  ii7ih  and  118th  streets,  its  gable  end 
to  the  road,  and  fronting  to  the  south.  It  was  built  not  long  before  the 
Revolution,  probably  by  Hendrick  van  Bramer,  who  lived  there  in  1774 
Fifteen  years  ago  we  noted :  The  front  and  the  west  end  were  laid  up  of 
hammered  red  or  free  stone.  Query,  why  were  not  all  sides  of  stone? 
The  oldest  portion  measured  18  by  31  feet ;  for  the  frame  addition  of  15  feel 
6  inches  on  the  east  end  was  modern.  Its  exterior  was  tasty.  The  eacves 
were  low,  the  roof  had  a  moderate  pilch  ;  while  the  short  beveled  chimney 
tops,  and  the  quaint  dormer  windows,  with  flat  roofs  sloping  downward* 
toward  the  front,  had  a  decidedly  antique  air.  The  weather-beaten  cla{>^ 
boards,  (on  the  rear  and  on  the  gable  above  the  eaves  the  same,)  were  very 
thick,  rabbeted  deep,  finished  with  a  half-inch  bead,  and  put  on  with  large 
wrought  nails.  The  window  sills,  etc.,  were  of  blackwalnut,  the  sash  stiles 
very  heavy  and  the  glass  all  7  by  9.  The  two  front  doors  were  in  halves 
after  the  old  fashion,  and  hung  on  strap  hinges.  The  ceilings  low»  not 
plastered,  showed  the  bare  heavy  oak  timbers,  planed  and  beaded  ;  and  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


H 
I 

< 
> 
2 

a 

> 
I 

PI 

I 

I 

0 

c 

Ui 

PI 


Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


400  HISTORY  OF  UARLEM. 

The  one  to  the  toest  is  most  conspicuous  ;  the  east  ridge  is  cov- 
ered with  earth  on  its  west  side,  but  it  can  be  seen  from  the 
Water  or  from  the  mainland  beyond  to  the  east.  The  soil  between 
these  ridges  is  very  good,  though  a  little  hilly  and  stony,  and 
would  be  very  suitable  in  my  opinion  for  planting  vineyards,  in 
consequence  of  its  being  shut  oS  on  both  sides  from  the  winds 
which  would  injure  them." 

With  Gerrit  van  Duyn  of  Long  Island,  who  had  volunteered 
to  show  them  the  way,  they  reached  Harlem.  "  As  our  guide 
Gerrit  had  some  business  here  and  found  many  acquaintances, 
we  remained  over  night  at  the  house  of  one  Geresolveert  (mean- 
ing Resolved  Waldron),  constable  of  the  place,  who  had  formerly 
lived  in  Brazil,  and  whose  heart  was  still  full  of  it.  This  house 
was  constantly  filled  with  people,  all  the  time  drinking  ;  for  the 
most  part  that  detestable  rum.  Ho  had  also  the  best  cider  we 
have  tasted. 

"  Among  the  crowd  wo  found  a  person  of  quality,  an  Eng- 
lishman named  Captain  Carteret,  whose  father  is  in  great  favor 
with  the  king,  and  he  himself  had  assisted  in  several  exploits  in 
the  king's  service.  This  son  is  a  very  profligate  person.  He 
married  a  merchant's  daughter  here,  and  has  so  lived  with  his 
wife  that  her  father  has  been  compelled  to  take  her  home  again. 
He  runs  about  among  the  farmers  and  stays  where  he  can  find 
most  to  drink,  and  sleeps  in  barns  on  ihe  straw.  If  he  conduct- 
ed himself  properly,  he  could  be  not  only  governor  here,  but 
bold  higher  positions,  for  he  has  studied  the  moralities,  and 
seems  to  have  been  of  a  good  understanding  ;  but  that  is  all  now 
drowned.  His  father,  who  will  not  acknowledge  him  as  his  son, 
as  before,  allows  him  yearly  as  much  only  as  is  necessary  for  him 
to  live. 

"  Saturday,  7th. — This  morning  about  half -past  six  we  set  out 
from  the  village,  in  order  to  go  to  the  end  of  the  Island  ;  but  be- 
fore we  left  we  did  not  omit  supplying  ourselves  with  peaches 
which  grew  in  an  orchard  along  the  road.     The  whole  ground 

stair  to  the  loft  was  a  perpendicular  ladder!  Some  claim  it  to  be  the  veiy 
house  that  De  Forest  and  Montagne  built  on  this  Flat  in  1637,  which  had 
two  doors  and  was  i^  feet  wide.  But  that  was  42  feet  long,  and  measured  by 
Dutch  feet.  Plainly  no  such  antiquity  can  be  assigned  it,  as  the  deed  for 
the  land  given  by  Arent  and  Lourens  Kortright  to  ^njamin  Benson,  Feb. 
9>  I755>  mentions  no  tenement. 
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was  covered  with  them  and  with  apples,  lying  upon  the  new 
grain  with  which  the  orchard  was  planted.  The  peaches  were 
the  most  delicious  we  had  eaten/'  Proceeding  up  the  Island, 
they  add  : 

**  We  crossed  over  the  8pyt  den  duyvel  in  a  canoe  and  paid  9 
stivers  fare  for  us  three,  which  was  very  dear.  We  followed  the 
opposite  side  of  the  land  and  came  to  the  house  of  one  Valen- 
iyn^^ — this  was  the  ancestor  of  the  Valentines  of  Westchester. 
He  was  not  at  home,  but  his  Dutch  vrouw,  who  was  from  Beest. 
in  Gelderland,  glad  to  see  Hollanders,  entertained  them  at 
breakfast ;  after  which  they  came  down  on  that  side  to  Col. 
Morris's,  meeting  his  nephew  Walter  Webley,  ready  to  cross  the 
river.  "  Ho  carried  us  over  with  him  and  refused  to  take  any 
pay  for  our  passage,  offering  us  at  the  same  time  some  of  Jiis 
rum,  a  liquor  which  is  everywhere.  We  were  now  again  at  New 
Harlem,  and  dined  with  Oeresolveert,  at  whose  house  we  slept 
the  night  before,  and  who  made  us  welcome.  It  was  now  two 
o'clock  ;  and  leaving  there  we  crossed  over  the  Island,  which 
takes  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour  to  do,  and  came  to  the 
North  River,  which  we  followed  a  little  within  the  woods,  to 
Sappokanikke.'^  A  few  days  after  at  Staten  Island  they  fell  in 
with  Pierre  Cresson.*    Had  the  elder  Toumeur  been  living, 

*  Pierre  Cresson,  or  Moy  Pier  Cresson  (we  Pier  Cresson,)  as  he  always 
wrote  his  name,  is  the  subject  of  interesting  notice  in  the  journal  of  these 
Labadists.  Under  date  of  Oct.  13,  1679,  they  say,  **  We  pursued  our  journey- 
this  morning  from  plantation  to  plantation,  the  same  as  yesterday,  until  we. 
came  to  that  of  Pietre  U  Gardinier,  who  had  been  a  gardener  of  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  and  had  known  him  well.  He  had  a  large  family  of  children 
and  grand  children.  He  was  about  seventy  years  of  age,  and  was  still  as 
fresh  and  active  as  a  young  person.  He  was  so  glad  to  see  strangers  who 
conversed  with  him  in  the  French  language  about  the  good,  that  he  leaped 
for  joy.  After  we  had  breakfasted  here  they  told  us  that  we  had  another 
large  cre|ek  to  pass  called  the  Fresh  Kill,  and  there  we  could  perhaps  be 
set  across  the  Kill  van  Kol  to  the  point  of  Mill  Creek,  where  we  might 
wait  for  a  boat  to  convey  us  to  the  Manhattans.  The  road  was  long  and 
difficult,  and  we  asked  lor  a  guide,  but  he  had  no  one,  in  consequence  of 
several  of  his  children  being  sick.  At  last  he  determined  to  go  himself, 
and  accordingly  carried  us  in  his  canoe  over  to  the  point  of  Mill  Creek  in 
New  Jersey."  Here  they  "thanked  and  parted  with  Pierre  le  Gardinier." 
Pierre  and  his  son  Joshua,  had  each  obtained  a  grant  of  83  acres  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Island,  which  were  surveyed  for  them  Dec.  24,  1680,  and 
patents  issued  Dec.  30.  This  is  the  latest  notice  found  of  Pierre.  His 
chn.,  so  far  as  appears,  were  Susannah,  Jaques,  Christina,  Rachel,  Joshua 
and  Elias.  Susannah,  b.  at  Ryswyk,  m.  1658,  at  N.  Amsterdam,  Nicholas 
Delaplaine.  Her  (a.  gave  her  a  m.  portion  of  200  gl.  Christina,  b.  at  Sluis, 
m.  Jean  Letelier  and  Jacob  Gerritsz  Haas.    Rachel,  b.  at  Dolft,  m.  David 
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this  visit;  pf  the  Labadists  must  have  restored  faded  reminigpjBn- 
ces  of  the  father  of  the  sect,  Labadie,  when  by  his  eloquence  ho 
80  moved  the  hearts  of  the  people  of  Amiens.  If  others  had 
personal  knowledge  of  those  scenes,  as  Demarest,  Disosway, 
Cresson,  they  had  removed,  and  the  interest  which  the  travellers 
awakened  at  Harlem  was  probably  confined  to  the  objects  of 
their  visit,  their  character  and  movements.  Professing  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Dutch  Church,  but  warmly  advocating  a  higher  re- 
ligious life,  they  appear  to  have  won  the  respect  of  all  till  they 
began  to  make  proselytes  to  their  peculiar  social  ideas,  which 
nearly  resembled  those  of  the  Shaking  Quakers.  But  they 
gained  over  to  their  views  members  of  several  respectable  fami- 
lies, as  those  of  Beekman,  Bayard,  Cresson,  and  Montanye,  some 
of  whom  were  persuaded  to  join  the  community  established  by 
Sluyter  at  Bohemia  Manor,  in  Maryland. 

The  travellers,  staying  a  night  with  Waldron  and  dining  with 
him  the  next  day,  should  have  made  no  mistakes  in  speaking  of 
him.  Yet  we  suspect  they  have.  Waldron's  history  is  suflS- 
ciently  known  to  make  it  improbable  that  he  had  ever  visited 
Brazil.  But  the  voorleser,  Vander  Vin,  whom  they  must  have 
seen  and  conversed  with,  had  spent  some  of  his  earlier  years  in 
that  country,  when  clerk  of  the  High  Court  of  Justice  at  Mau- 
rits-stadt,  during  the  presidency  of  the  Heer  Johan  van  Kaasvelt 
He  kept  the  minutes  of  this  court.  Here  he  had  met  with 
Hon.  Matthys  Beck  and  his  uncle  Jacob  Alrichs — both  after- 
ward vice-directors,  the  one  at  Cura9ao  and  the  other  on  the 

Demarest,  Jr.,  Jean  Dune,  and  Roelof  Vanderlinde.  Joshua  Cresson,  b. 
1659,  and  Elias,  b.  1662,  both  lived  upon  S.  I.,  the  latter,  we  presume,  suo 
ceeding  to  his  fa's.  farm.  He  was  high  sheriff  of  Richmond  co.,  under 
Leisler.     One  Joshua  Cresson  lived  at  North  Branch,  N.  J.,  in  1720. 

Jaques  Cresson,  of  good  repute  and  much  respected  at  H.  where  he 
owned  property  and  held  office,  m.  1663,  Marie  Renard,  of  whom  we  have 
given  some  account.  The}'  had  issue  Jaques^  b.  1665,  Maria,  1670,  Susan- 
nak,  1671,  Solomon^  1674,  Abfaham,  and  Isaac,  1676,  Sarah,  1678,  Anna, 
1679,  Rachel,  1682.  Jaques*  injury,  Jan.  31,  1677,  and  sad  d.,  Aug.  i.  1684, 
we  leave  unrecorded.  His  wid  ,  with  her  son  Jaques  or  Jacobus,  sold  their 
house  in  Stone  street  Sept.  9,  1685,  and  taking  a  church  letter  Nov.  25, 
she  sailed,  with  her  family,  for  the  Island  of  Curacao.  Later  they  returned, 
and  Mrs  C.  reunited  with  the  church  at  N.  Y.,  May  28,  1701,  but  it  is  evi- 
dent they  soon  left  again  for  Philadelphia.  Solomon  Cresson  served  as 
constable  there  in  1705,  and  others  of  the  family  are  found  in  that  vicinity. 
Their  desc.  include  the  late  eminent  philanthropist  Elliot  Cresson,  and  the 
present  Dr.  Charles  M.  Cresson.  The  name  of  late  years  has  worked  up 
the  valley  of  the  Susquehanna  into  N.  Y.  State. 
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Delaware— who  were  then  among  the  Heero  Electors  of  Schep- 
ens  at  Maurits-stadt  Vander  Vin  might  well  retain  vivid  im- 
pressions of  his  experiences  in  Brazil  at  a  very  exciting  period 
in  the  history  of  the  Datch  occupation  there,  to  which  we  have 
before  alluded,  and  have  been  ^*  still  full  of  it,'*  as  the  travel- 
lers say  of  Waldron.  Mistakes  easily  find  place  in  the  hastily- 
written  notes  of  tourists,  and  the  journal  of  these  travellers 
forms  no  exception. 

"  Great  injustice  has  been  done  to  the  memory  of  Capt. 
James  Carteret,"  says  the  historian  of  Elizabeth  ;  and  a  truer  re- 
mark was  never  uttered.  We  do  not  believe  all  the  hard  things 
said  of  him  by  the  Labadist  travellers,  for  we  recall  the  oft-told 
story  of  his  illegitimacy,  now  at  length  admitted  to  be  a  fiction. 
In  quest  of  information  wherewith  to  embellish  the  narrative  of 
their  tour,  and  strongly  inclined  to  the  hypercritical,  the  tour- 
ists were  likely  to  swallow  any  bit  of  scandal  which  their  fellow 
Dutchmen  at  Harlem  were  ready  to  deal  out  to  them  against  the 
English  in  general,  and  Delavall's  family  and  kin  in  particular  ; 
one-sided  stories,  which  the  brevity  of  their  stay  gave  no  oppor- 
tunity to  correct.  Into  these  old  prejudices  none  probably 
entered  more  heartily  than  Waldron,  who,  albeit  he  was  of  Eng- 
lish extraction,  evidently  cherished  no  affection  for  the  land  of 
his  ancestors.*  , 

Carteret,  it  is  true,  had  been  unsuccessful  in  business  ven- 
tures, incurring  debts  which,  maugre  his  willingness  and 
promises,  he  found  it  hard  to  pay  ;  but  it  is  difficult  to  believe 
him  so  utterly  the  vagrant  he  is  represented,  being  still  a  land- 
holder at  Harlem.  That  Mrs.  Carteret,  having  young  children, 
should  prefer  a  comfortable  city  home  under  her  father's  roof, 
was  not  so  strange  for  one  to  whom  the  society  at  Harlem  was 
uncongenial,  or  could  offer  little  that  was  attractive.     And  so 

*  The  Labadist  views  were  embraced  by  Nicasius  de  La  Montagne, 
Jaques  Cresson,  Petrus  Bayard,  William  Beekman  and  his  aunt,  Susanna 
wid.  of  Arent  Keteltas,  named  p.  309.  Cresson  could  hardly  have  joined 
the  community,  as  he  d.  but  a  year  after  Peter  Sluyter's  second  arrival  at 
N.  Y.  July  27, 1683,  on  his  way  to  Maryland.  Beekman  and  Montagne 
were  but  young  men.  Ba3rard  left  his  w.  Blandina  Kierstede  in  N.  Y.,  but 
returned  and  d.  here  in  1699.  His  son  Samuel,  b.  1675,  n^>  Susanna  Bou- 
chelle,  Sluyter's  step  dr.,  and  in  1698,  Sluyter  conveyed  him  part  of  the 
manor.  Sluyter  had  m.  Anna  Margareta  Coude,  then  the  wid.  Bouchelle. 
She  d.  in  1721,  he  in  1722,  and  the  community  dissolved.  See  Jour,  of 
Dankers  and  SluyUr,  and  N,  V.  G,  &*  B,  Rec.  1878,  188. 
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there  was  room  for  dislike  or  prejudice  to  put  the  worst  con- 
struction upon  it.  But  why  argue  about  that  which  could  ha^e 
been  scarcely  more  than  a  matter  of  temporary  convenience,  as 
Mrs.  Carteret,  while  her  father  was  still  living,  accompanied  her 
husband  to  Europe,  to  look  after  his  landed  interests  there; 
probably  making  their  principal  home  in  the  Island  of  Jersey, 
where  their  only  daughter  was  married  in  1699,  and  so  respect- 
fully noticed  as  **  daughter  of  the  Honorable  James  Do  Carte- 
ret. ^^  Certainly  Capt,  Carteret  was  treated  with  much  consid- 
eration at  Harlem,  where  on  Oct,  20th,  1677,  he  received  a  nomi- 
nation for  magistrate.  If  he  was  a  hard  drinker,  he  lived  in  a 
day  and  community  when  indulgence  was  the  rule.  He  was 
well  read  in  the  Scriptures  ;  and  also  reverenced  them,  if  his  apt 
quotations  in  his  letter  referred  to  be  taken  as  evidence.  That 
his  heart  had  a  tender  side,  let  an  incident  show.  It  was  in  the 
winter  of  1676  ;  Jean  le  Boy  became  embarrassed,  and  unable  to 
pay  his  last  year's  rent  for  the  town  lot.  When  told  to  the  gen- 
erous Captain,  he  headed  a  subscription  for  his  relief  with  10 
gl.  ;  more  than  was  given  by  all  the  rest  besides. 

The  last  mention  of  Capt.  Carteret  at  Harlem  is  under  date 
of  Nov.  2l8t,  1679,  when  ho  sold  his  land  on  Montagne's  Flat  to 
Glaude  Delamater,  "  for  200  guilders  and  a  wether."  Certain 
provisions  in  the  will  of  his  father.  Sir  George  Carteret,  whose 
death  occurred  Jan.  14th  ensuing,  made  it  necessary  for  him  to 
return  promptly  to  England  and  Jersey ;  and  he  appears  no 
more  in  this  country.  He  still  held  the  farm  and  mill  property 
with  Little  Barents  Island,  the  title  to  all  which  descended  to 
his  daughter,  Mrs.  Pipon,  of  Jersey. 

On  the  6th  of  November,  1679,  died  at  the  house  of  Johannes 
Vermelje,  the  worthy  old  Norwegian  settler,  Claes  Carstensen,* 

*  Claes  Carstensen  being  ixpm  Sant,  in  Norway,  was  called  "the 
Norman."  He  was  here  prior  to  the  Indian  war  of  1643,  had  learned  the 
Indian  language^and  figures  as  public  interpreter,  at  the  forming  of  treaties 
&c.  In  1646  he  m.  Helena  Hendricks,  served  in  1653  as  corporal  in  the 
burgher  corps  at  New  Amsterdam,  and  was  admitted  to  the-small  burgher 
right  in  1C57.  After  the  English  came  in  power,  he  removed  to  Harlem, 
and  on  March  2,  167 1,  was  granted  a  small  house  lot  for  the  term  of  his 
life.  On  his  decease,  and  at  the  request  of  Resolved  WaMron,  elder  and 
constable,  the  deacons  Arent  Hermens  and  Jan  Nagel  took  an  inventorjof 
his  efifects,  found  in  his  house  and  at  Vermilje's  where  he  died  ;  these  being 
sold  Nov.  10,  1679,  at  public  vendue  for  268  gl.,  16  st.  **for  the  benefit  of 
the  deaconry  here." 
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whose  age  was  72  years.  He  had  been  for  some  time  in  needy 
circumstances  and  was  aided  by  the  deacons,  having  been  a 
church-member  for  many  years. 

On  the  same  date  Abrjdiam  Sbotwell  sold  the  Sawkill  fann 
to  John  Bobinson,  of  New  York,  merchant. 

A  question  of  some  local  interest  had  arisen  between  Jan 
Louwe  Bogert  and  Joost  van  Oblinus,  touching  a  piece  of  salt 
meadow  at  Hoorn's  Hook,  which  Oblinus  (in  behalf  of  his  son 
Peter,  still  a  minor)  claimed  as  belonging  to  the  lot  laid  out  to 
.Peter  on  Aug.  6th,  1677,  by  Robert  Ryder,  the  surveyor,  and 
described  as  "  a  parcel  of  land  being  the  tenth  lot  in  the  row,  in 
breadth  on  the  riverside  twelve  rods,  bounded  south-west  by  the 
land  of  Jan  Hendricks,  stretches  north-west  into  the  common 
woods  one  hundred  and  sixty  rods,  and  north-east  by  the  river, 
including  all  points  and  morasses  therein  comprehended,  con- 
taining twelve  acres." 

On  the  12th  of  November  Louwe  procured  a  citation  for 
Oblinus,  requiring  him  to  answer  next  court  day  "  why  he  has 
forbidden  him  to  set  off  his  meadows."  The  case  came  up  on 
the  4th  of  December,  Oblinus  appearing  as  plaintiff,  and  the 
following  is  the  minute  : 

JoosT  vanObunds,  PZ{/*.,  ^     Whereas  a   dispute  has   arisen  between 

vs,  >  Joost  van   Oblinus    and  Jan    Louwe  van 

Jan  Louwe.  )  Schoonrewoert  over  a  certain  small  meadow 

lying  in  the  Bay  of  Hellgate,  which  each  of 

the  parties  claims  as  belonging  to  him  ;  after  several  debates  and  rebuts 

on  either  side,   it  was  decided  by  the  Honorable  Court  (the  said  small 

meadow  bein^  the  nK>st  southerly  in  the  range  under  against  the  steep 

hill  next  the  Tittle  kil)  that  Jan  Louwe  for  his  meadows  shall  have  those 

that  stretch  from  his  great  kil  till  to  the  little  kil  from  anekers  house  ;* 

the  rest  to  Joost  van  Oblinus.     And  ordered  that  each  shall  bear  his 

own  costs  attaching  to  this  case/' 

*  The  Dutch  word  used  {anekers)  may  be  either  the  possessive  or  plural 
form.  Here  it  probably  means  anchor^  perhaps  xYie  anchorage  Yionst  \  though 
the  reference  is  by  no  means  clear.  For  those  whom  it  may  interest,  wc 
give  the  record  in  the  original. 

Alsoo  qdestie  was  geresen  tfisschen  Joost  van  Oblinnis  ende  Jan  Loiiwe 
van  Schoonrewoert  over  seecker  valeytge,  gelegen  in  de  boght  vant  Helle- 
gat  die  elck  van  parthyen  sdstineerde  hem  toe  te  behooren,  naer  v'scheyden 
debatten  en  rebatten  ten  weder  zyde,  is  by  den  E  gerechte  verstacn  dat 
het  geseyde  valeytge  synde  het^dydelycxte  in  die  rygh  onder  tegen  de 
stelye  bergh  naest  het  killetge,  dat  Jan  Lodwe  voor  syn  valeyen  ^  heb- 
ben  die  haer  strecken  van  syn  groote  kil  tot  aen  het  killetge  van  aockers 
hdys,  de  rest  aen  Joost  van  Oblinnis.  En"  ordonneren  dat  ider  sjrn  cygcn 
costen  over  dese  saecke  gevallen,  sal  dragen. 
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The  line  of  partition  here  indicated  was  apparently  the  same 
as  that  afterward  fixed  and  described  in  the  deeds  for  the 
adjacent  upland,  given  by  the  town,  March  2d,  1701,  to  Jan 
Loawe  Bogert  and  Jan  Delamater,  the  latter  then  owning  the 
Hoom's  Hook  or  Waldron  farm,  which  included  the  Oblinus  lot. 
By  the  above  decision  Oblinus  plainly  took  a  small  share  of  the 
meadows  claimed  by  Bogert  under  the  town's  grant  to  his  pre- 
decessor Montague. 

Bogert's  shrewdness  in  protecting  his  own  interests  more  than 
once  exposed  him  to  the  charge  of  being  disobliging,  if  not 
churlish.  Some  time  before— in  1675— he  had  forbidden  David 
du  Four  and  others  from  passing  over  his  land,  as  they  had 
been  wont  to  do,  to  shorten  their  travel  from  Hoom's  Hook  to 
the  mill,  the  village,  and  church.  It  happened  that  Du  Four 
and  wife,  in  passing  this  way  on  Sunday,  April  18th,  in  the  said 
year,  noticed  a  cow,  one  of  two  which  Bogert  had  taken  of  Hans 
Jacobs  Harding,  "  to  winter,  and  to  feed  and  water  with  his 
own  cattle,''  Ijring  out  in  the  road  alone,  while  Bogert's  cattle 
were  grazing  in  the  meadows.  Harding's  cow  died,  as  he 
charged,  from  neglect ;  and  the  honest  Swiss  finding  such  fruits 
of  a  friendship  with  Bogert  running  back  to  their  emigration 
in  the  same  ship,  brought  his  suit,  Du  Four  being  a  witness  for 
him.*  Hence  Du  Four  and  others,  going  that  road  again 
August  5th,  were  forbidden  and  threatened  by  Bogert,  who 
called  them  "rebels  and  highwaymen,"     David  complained 

♦  Hans  Jacobs  Hardino  was  a  weaver,  and  then  lived  at  Sluyvesani's 
Bowery,  where  he  had  bought  a  small  place,  Feb.  12,  1669,  from  Jan. 
Pietersen  Slot.  He  was  a  native  of  Bern,  and  m.  here  July  29,  1668,  Geer- 
tie,  dr.  of  Lambert  Moll,  of  Bushwick.  She  was  b.  1648.  Her  older  sister 
Marritie,  also  b.  here,  m.  in  1646,  Gerrit  Ilendrickse  Biauveit,  from  Deven- 
ter,  who  d.  in  N.  Y.  a.  1684,  his  sons  Hendrick.  Huybert,^  Johannes,  Abra- 
ham and  Isaac,  who  all  had  families,  removing  to  Tappan  or  Orangetown, 
Rockland  co.,  and  whence  sprang  the  numerous  Blauvelts.  Harding  d.  in 
1685.  The  next  year  his  wid.  m.  Thys  Fransz  Oddewater,  of  Tappan, 
whither  she  and  her  chn.  went  to  live.  This  name  took  the  form  of  Out- 
water,  and  probably  Atwater.  Thys  had  a  br.  Thomas,  of  N.  Y.;  they  were 
both  b.  at  Albany,  and  were  sons  of  Frans  Jacobson,  who  lived  at  Fort 
Orange  as  early  as  1657.  Dr.  Thomas  Out  water,  of  Rockland,  of  Revolu- 
tionary merit,  was  a  desc. 

The  Harding  chn.  were  Tryntie.  b.  1670,  Frena,  1671,  Conrad,  1673, 
Lambert,  1676,  Reyer,  1678,  Johannes,  1679,  Jacob,  1681.  Lambert,  1683, 
Emetine,  1685.  The  last  m.  Johannes  Verveelen.  All  the  sons  m.,  except 
perhaps  Lambert,  and  the  Hardings  in  time  spread  through  the  counties  of 
Rockland,  Orange  and  Ulster,  some  being  sturdy  patriots  in  the  Revolu- 
tion. 
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Sept  2d,  but  the  Court  bo  far  sustained  Bogert  as  to  decide 
**  that  there  is  no  common  way  over  defendant's  land.'*  At 
another  time,  William  Waldron,  of  New  York,  cooper,  accused 
Bogert  of  having  for  spite  unfastened  and  taken  to  his  house  a 
cutting  bench,  two  of  which  Waldron  had  been  using,  and  left 
nailed  to  stumps  in  the  woods  on  Bogert's  point  But  Bogert 
denied  doing  it,  and  after  a  long  debate,  pro  and  con,  they  were 
reconciled.  It  was  the  tradition — so  said  a  descendant  of  Jan 
Lou  we,  the  late  excellent  James  Bogert,  Jun. — that  Louwe's 
credit  with  the  Indians  for  veracity  led  them  to  call  him  in 
their  language  Schoonrewoerd,  or  True  Lips  !  But  as  this  term 
is  Dutch  and  not  Indian,  alas  for  the  tradition.* 

The  winter  of  1679-80  was  barren  of  noteworthy  incidents, 
unless  it  were  a  bear  hunt  which  took  place  on  the  farm  of  Mr. 
John  Robinson,  at  the  Saw  Kill ;  for  bears,  wolves,  and  other 
noxious  animals  still  infested  the  woods  on  Manhattan  Island, 
and  were  so  troublesome,  especiafiy  the  latter,  even  years  after, 
that  official  encouragement  was  given  to  destroy  them.f  In  the 
boar  hunt  here  noticed  "  very  good  diversion  and  sport"  was 
afforded  those  who  took  part  in  it,  one  of  whom  was  the  Eev. 
Charles  Wolley,  chaplain  of  the  garrison  at  New  York.  Bruin 
was  chased  and  treed  in  Robinson's  orchard  ;  "  and,"  says  the 
chaplain,  giving  an  account  of  it  in  his  Journal,  **  when  he  got 
to  his  resting-place  perched  upon  a  high  branch  ;  we  dispatched 
a  youth  after  him  with  a  club  to  an  opposite  bough,  who  knock- 
ing his  paws,  he  comes  grumbling  down  with  a  thump  upon  the 
ground  ;  and  so  we  after  him  again."     The  sequel  is  not  told ; 

*  ScHOONDERWOERD,  as  more  correctly  written,  was  obviously  so  called 
from  the  Dutch  schoonoer,  signifying  fairer,  finer^  &c.  and  woerd,  an- 
other term  iox polder,  a  tract  of  low  land  recovered  from  the  overflow  of  the 
sea  or  surrounding  rivers  by  dykes  and  drainage ;  this  term  (woerd)  apply, 
ing  as  well  to  islands  that  had  undergone  the  same  reclaiming  process. 
Very  many  such  places  throughout  Holland  bear  names,  of  which  this  term 
forms  the  ending ;  variously  written  waard,  waert,  woerd,  woert,  etc 
Schoonderwoerd  was  simply  the  Fairer  polder.  We  suspect  the  **  tradi- 
tion "  aforesaid  came  from  mistaking  this  term  woerd  for  the  more  familiaTr 
woord,  so  taking  Schoonderwoerd  to  mean  fairer  ward ;  and  fancy  supply* 
ing  the  rest. 

f  The  modem  annotator  of  Woollej^'s  Journal,  aware  of  the  prevalence 
of  **  bears"  about  Wall  street,  may  be  pardoned  for  locating  Robinson's 
farm,  the  scene  of  this  bear  hunt,  near  that  section  of  the  cXXy  \  Journal^ 
Note  33.  He  only  failed  to  bear  in  mind,  that  the  old  species,  more  cau- 
tious,  and  less  disposed  to  risks,  seldom  ventured  so  far  down. 
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we  know  the  yoath  was  dispatclied,  but  whether  the  bear  was,  is 
more  than  doubtful,  since  Mr.  Wollej  says  they  had  neither  gun 
nor  weapon,  except  "a  good  cudgel ;"  whence  also  it  may  be 
inferred  that  the  hunt  was  not  prearranged,  but  incidental  to 
one  of  those  not  agreeable  surprises,  which  till  years  later  often 
awaited  the  astonished  farmer,  on  visiting  his  barnyard  upon  a 
winter's  morning. 

We  naturally  connect  Mr.  WoUey's  Tisit  to  Robinson's  farm 
with  the  sale  which  Robinson  made,  Jan.  1st,  1680,  of  the  half 
of  said  farm,  with  the  leather  mill,  etc.,  to  John  Lewin,  £sq., 
and  Mr.  Robert  WoUey,  of  London,  merchants,  the  latter 
probably  a  brother  of  the  chaplain  ;  which  purchase  was  e£Fected 
through  the  immediate  agency  of  William  Pinhorne,  who  had 
returned  from  England  in  1678,  in  the  same  vessel  with  Chap- 
lain WoUey,  directly  after  a  business  interview  with  Lewin  and 
WoUey  in  London,  at  wliich  the  chaplain  was  present.  Lewin 
soon  visited  his  purchase,  as  he  arrived  in  New  York  on  Octo- 
ber 16th  ensuing,  commissioned  by  the  Duke  of  York  to  in- 
quire into  and  report  upon  the  administration  of  Gov.  Andros. 

Jan  Nagel,  Jan  Dyckman,  Arent  Hermens  Bussing,  Adolph 
Meyer,  and  Jan  Delamater  were  busy  hewing  timber  to  fill  a  con- 
tract made  Jan.  2d,  1680,  with  Nicholas  de  Meyer  as  agent  for 
Hendrick  Cuyler,  of  Albany,  for  whom  they  were  to  furnish 
timber  for  a  house,  including  ''  beams,  posts,  rafters,  plates, 
sleepers,  door-posts,  and  casings,  according  to  the  plan  thereof," 
to  be  delivered  in  the  ensuing  May,  part  at  the  water  side,  and 
part  in  New  York,  at  the  Burgher's  Path  ;  and  for  which  they 
were  to  receive  ^'  the  sum  of  1300  guilders  with  a  half-ancker  of 
rum,  to  wit :  one  third  in  silver  money  or  sewant,  one  third  in 
good  winter  wheat,  and  one  third  in  goods  at  such  price  as  he 
(De  Meyer)  sells  the  same  at  his  store  for  current  sewant"  * 

♦Hendrick  Cuylkr,. tailor,  was  b.  in  1637.  His  br.,  Reynier,  button 
maker,  resided  at  Amsterdam.  Hendrick  m.  at  New  Amsterdam  Anna,  dr. 
of  Jan  Schepmoes,  and  about  1664  went  to  Albany,  where  he  acquired  prop- 
erty. He  eventually  returned  to  N.  Y.,  and  with  his  w.  united  with  the 
Chh.  by  letter  Nov.  29,  1688.  He  d.  soon  after,  in  1690.  His  drs.  Maria, 
Sarah,  Rachel,  and  Eva,  m.  respectively  John  Cruger,  Peter  van  Brugh, 
Myndert  Schuyler,  and  Rev.  Petrus  van  Driessen.  His  son  Johannes 
Cuyler,  b.  1661,  was  mayor  of  Albanv  in  1725-6.  He  m.  Elsie,  dr.  of  Major 
Dirk  Ten  Broek.  From  him  and  his  brs.,  Henry  m.  to  Maria  Jacobs,  and 
Abra^m,  whose  w.  was  Catrina,  dr.  of  Hon.  Jan  Jansen  Bleecker,  come 
the  respectable  family  of  Cuyler,  allied  from  an  early  day  to  many  others 
DOted  in  the  annals  of  New  York. 
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The  timber  for  the  town  honse  had  been  ready  for  gome  time. 
As  early  as  December  20th  preceding,  a  vote  was  taken  to  give 
out  the  contract  for  building  it,  but  it  had  been  delayed  in  order 
that  debts  due  the  town  might  first  be  collected  in.  On  May 
6th^  1680,  action  was  taken  regarding  the  house  for  the  derk  ;  a 
visitation  of  the  outside  lands  was  authorized  with  a  ^iew  to  as- 
sessing those  in  fence  ;  several  small  pieces  of  land  were  sold  or 
granted ;  and  a  resolution  was  passed  to  sell  Moertje  Davids'  Fly. 
But  to  particularize  : 

Constable  Johannes  Vermelje  and  Daniel  Toumeur  were  ap- 
pointed and  empowered  to  employ  a  carpenter  to  build  the  house, 
•^'  for  the  least  cost  to  the  town.'^  It  was  to  be  made  22  feet 
long  and  20  feet  broad,  and  all  complete  with  chimney,  mantle- 
piece,  doors  and  windows.  Adolph  Pietersen  De  Groot,  carpen- 
ter at  New  York,  took  the  job  at  250  guilders.*  The  inhabitants 
agreed  to  work  at  the  building  a  certain  nnmber  of  days  gratis. 

The  visit  to  the  outside  lands  under  the  town's  jurisdiction 
was  to  ascertain  the  quantity  inclosed  within  fence,  with  a  view 
to  making  an  assessment  for  town  expenses.  It  was  intrusted 
to  the  constable,  with  Arent  Hermens  and  Joost  van  Oblinus, 
and  who  reported  as  follows  : 

Hendrick  Bosch,  at  Moertje  Davids  Ply,  1  erf,  1  morgen. 

John  Robinson,  at  the  Saw-kill,  1  erf. 

Jacob  Young,  i  erf,  2  morgen. 

Jean  Bai^noux,  on  Hoorn's  Hook,  1  erf,  1  morgen. 

Jean  Behn  and    \  ^„  ax*^*-^  i  ««*  i  ««^«««« 

Etienne  Button,  [  *"»  ^**"'  ^  *''^'  *  "*»'««"• 

Jan  Dircksen,  on  ditto,  1  erf,  1  morgen. 

Micliiel  Bastiaensen  and  )  (No  quantity 

Hendrick  Eiersen,  at  Spuyten  Duyvel.  f     reported.) 

*  Gerard  Magister,  and  his  w.  Madeleine  TAdmiral,  had  now  left  the 
town,  possibly  to  join  Demarest's  colony.  But  inquiry,  even  an  appeal 
made  and  repeated  in  the  columns  of  that  raluable  medium,  the  N.  V.  G. 
and  B.  Record,  fails  to  recaU  this  worthy  Huguenot  pair  from^ their  sub- 
sequent obscurity.  A  bill  for  carpenter  work,  written  by  Magister's  own 
hand,  reads  as  follows : 
Memoire  de  Touvrage  que  id  fait  pour  le  comunaute  de  Harlem, 

te  14  fevriere  1677,  fait  une  bariere 10  franc 

fait  une  siviere  h  Peter  le  mart \Q  front 

lei"}  decembre  1677,  reclove  une  table  etfait  2  banc  pour  lemaiire 

d*ecole 4  frmnc 

le  itfermere  1678  fait  2  banc, . . .  • • 8  frune 

la  somtne  et, yl  franc 

fait  par  moi 

Gerard  Magister, 
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Gornelis  Jansen  purchased  of  the  town  a  small  piece  of  land 
Ijing  next  to  his  land  npon  Montagne's  Flat  next  the  ran  {de 
fonteyn),  paying  therefor  to  this  town  at  once  25  guilders/' 
Johannes  Vermel je  "  was  granted  and  allowed  the  place  before 
his  house  extending  into  the  street^  from  the  corner  post  of  Jan 
Djckman,  on  a  line  straight  to  the  comer  of  Laurens  Jansen's 
house^  as  broad  as  his  erf  and  land  may  stretchy  for  him  to  set 
off  and  use."  Laurens  Jansen  was  in  like  manner  allowed  to 
take  in  the  street  so  far  as  his  land  stretched,  and  Arent  Her- 
mens  was  permitted  to  set  off  for  his  use  a  place  33  feet  in  the 
street  **  along  his  two  gardens  ;"  for  which  he  was  charged  12  gl. 

It  was  resolved  to  sell  Moertje  Davids  Fly  at  public  vendue, 
on  Monday,  the  10th  instant.  Whoever  wanted  it  was  invited 
to  come,  hear  the  conditions,  and  benefit  himself.  The  consta- 
ble was  authorized  to  extend  the  notice,  and  the  secretary  to 
post  a  handbill.  On  May  10th,  1680,  toward  evening,  the  time 
appointed,  the  constable  and  magistrates  being  present,  the 
terms  of  sale  were  made  known  as  follows  : 

CoNDrrioNs  Ain>  Tebms  on  which  the  constable  and  magristrates  have 
a  miDd  to  sell  to  the  highest  bidder  a  certain  meadow  lying  in  this 
town's  jurisdiction,  at  the  North  River,  named  Moertje  Davids  Valey, 

Ist.  Whoever  remains  purchaser  shall  be  held  to  pay  in  the  following 
February,  16f f,  punctually,  with  good  winter  wheat,  without  any 
default. 

2d.  The  costs  attending  this  sale,  as  stiver  money  and  other  expense 
of  writing,  shall  be  borne  and  paid  by  the  buyer. 

Vander  Vin  started  the  sale  with  a  bid  of  50  gl.  from  Resolved 
Waldron,  between  whom  and  Hendrick  Bosch  was  the  principal 
contest.  Finally,  Barent  Waldron  gave  the  sixteenth  bid,  ad- 
vancing 50  gl.  and  calling  out  miney  as  was  then  the  custom, 
when  it  was  struck  off  to  him  at  205  gl. 

Meanwhile  Daniel  Toumeur  and  the  Jansens  commenced  a 
prosecution  against  CoL  Lewis  Morris  for  the  trespass  upon 
their  meadows  at  Stony  Island  the  previous  year.  This  case  as- 
sumed a  graver  importance,  as  upon  its  legal  decision  seemed  to 
hang  other  landed  rights  which  the  inhabitants  had  upon  that 
side  of  Harlem  River. 

On  June  5th  a  formal  declaration  was  entered  in  the  Mayor's 
Court,  or  Court  of  Record,  at  New  York,  as  follows  : 
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DAimcL  TouBKEUB,  CORNELIUS  Jamsen  and  his  brother  Lawrence 
Jansen,  Plaintiffs^  against  Lewis  SForris,  Sen.,  Dtfendant. 

The  Plaintiffs  declare  against  the  Defendant  in  an  action  of  Trespass 
upon  the  Case,  for  that  he  the  Defendant  sometime  in  or  about  the 
month  of  July  or  Au^st,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  seventy-nine,  contranr  to  law  and  against  the  public  peace, 
did  enter  into  and  upon  Plaintiff^s  meadow  upon  8tone  Island!,  over 
against  New  Harlem,  and  then  and  there  by  force  and  arms  did  with 
scythes  mow  and  cut  down  the  grass  which  was  growing  upon  the  said 
meadow,  and  with  force  and  arms  carried  the  hay  away,  whereby  the 
Plaintiffs  were  much  damnified  for  want  of  hay  for  their  own  cattle  in 
the  winter  season,  which  is  to  the  damage  of  the  Plaintiffs,  Forty 
Pounds.  And  thereupon  the  Plaintiffs  bring  their  Suit  and  crave  Judg- 
ment, with  costs  of  Court,  et  dam,  ad  quoque. 

To  which  CoL  Morris  entered  this  counter  plea : 

Cfty  op  New  York,  Ss.  And  the  said  Col.  Lewis  Morris  conies  and 
defends  the  wrong  and  injury  to  him  done,  etc.,  and  saith  that  the  said 
Daniel  Tourneur,  Cornelius  Jansen,  and  Lawrence  Jensen  their  action 

Xinst  him  ouglit  not  to  have,  for  that  he  knoweth  not  of  any  such 
3e  as  Stone  Island  over  against  New  Harlem,  as  in  the  Declaration  is 
set  forth,  or  that  any  Trespass  is  by  him  committed.  But  if  by  it  shall 
be  meant  a  certain  Island  called  Stone  Island  adjoining  to  his  Plantation 
and  belonging  to  him,  and  that  thereon  the  pretended  Trespass  should 
be  committed,  he  the  said  Col.  Lewis  Morris  doth  plead  in  bar  to  the 
said  action,  that  the  said  Island  is  not  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  this 
Court,  and  therefore  not  triable  in  this  Court.  And  therefore  prays 
Judgment,  that  the  Plaintiffs  may  be  nonsuited  and  pay  costs,  etc 

Having  thus  joined  issue^  the  case  came  to  trial  as  follows : 

City  of  New  York.    The  Court  op  Record  of  the  City  aforesaid, 
holden  at  the  City  Ball  within  the  said  City,  the  6th  day  of  July,  1680. 
Before  Francis  Rombuuts,  Mayor;  William  Beeckman,  Johannes  Van 
Brugge,  Peter  Jacobs,  Qulian  Yerplanck,  Samuel  Wilson,  Aldermen. 
Daniel  Tourneur  et  alii^  ) 

against  >  about  a  Trespass  upon  a  marsh. 

CoL  Lewis  Morris,       ) 
Mr.  William  Pinhome,  Mr.  Jacob  Leisler, 

Mr.  Paul  Richard,  Mr.  James  Matthews, 

Mr.  William  Cox,  Mr.  Baltus  Bayard, 


Mr.  Thomas  Codrington,  Mr.  Norton  Claypole, 

~ sh. 


Jurors, 


Mr.  John  Lawrence,  Jun.  Mr.  Albert  Bush 

Mr.  John  Robinson,  Mr.  Philip  Smith, 

The  Deposition  of  John  Delamater  saith,  that  as  he  was  going  to  the 
Mill-dam,  he  saw  three  cianoes  loaden  with  hay,  and  he  asked  the  negroes 
where  they  had  the  hay  so  soon  ;  they  answered  they  had  it  at  Stony 
Island. 

The  Deposition  of  John  Dychman :  Being  at  the  meadow  where  the 
hay  was  cut  which  is  now  in  question  ;  seemg  negroes  cut  grass  there, 
asked  the  negroes  who  set  them  to  cut  the  hay  ;  they  told  him  that  their 
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master  Col.  Morris  set  them  to  do  it.  This  deponent  said  that  he  could 
find  it  in  his  heart  to  take  away  the  hay  which  was  made.  The  negroes 
answered,  he  should  not  This  deponent  asked  why  he  should  not  carry 
it  away.  The  negroes  answered,  for  because  they  were  stronger  than 
he. 

Mr.  I^kholas  Demeyer  sworn,  saith  that  Col.  Morris  did  confess  that  he 
did  send  his  negroes  to  cut  the  grass  off  the  land  in  question,  and  said 
he  would  send  them  to  cut  it  again  this  year. 

Verdict.  The  Jury  find  for  the  Plaintiffs  ;  fifty  shillings  damage,  and 
costs  of  court. 

The  Court  agree  with  the  verdict,  for  all  charges  whatsoever. 

Morris  had  relied  with  too  great  contidence  upon  the  inability 
of  the  other  side  to  prove  that  he  cut  and  took  away  the  hay,  or 
ordered  it  done.  He  insisted  "  that  they  prove  their  damage  how 
much  it  is,"  and  declared  the  jury  was  "  not  lawfully  impan- 
elled," that  "  the  Smith" — alluding  to  Bush — was  '*  no  jury- 
man."* 

Morris  paid  no  heed  to  the  decision,  but  soon  made  good  his 
threat  by  again  mowing  the  meadows.  Of  this  Tourneur  and 
the  Jansens  complained  July  26th,  and  the  next  day  the  Mayor 
issued  his  warrant  to  the  constable  of  Harlem  to  ^'  give  warning 
unto  the  said  Col.  Lewis  Morris,  his  agents,  workmen,  and  ser- 
vants, that  they  presume  not  to  mow,  cut,  or  carry  away,  any 

*  Hbndrick  Bosch,  anc.  of  the  Bush  family,  was  a  native  of  Lcyden,  his 
la.  bearing  the  same  name,  Hendrick.  The  son  m.  Anna  Maria  Rembach, 
from  which  union  was  Albert  Bush,  named  in  the  text,  b.  at  Leyden  in 
1645.  Losing  his  w.,  Hendrick  m.  Maria,  dr.  of  Gerrit  Eshuys'en,  with 
whom»  his  said  son  Albert,  and  an  infant  of  two  yrs.,  (which  last  d.  early), 
he  embarked  for  America,  Dec.  23,  1660 — a  wrong  year  being  given  in 
N'.  Y.  Col,  Mss,,  vol.  XIV.  He  established  himself  as  a  sword-cutler  in 
N.  Y..  where  he  had  other  chn.,  viz. :  Dorothy,  b.  1661,  who  m.  Isaac  Cas- 
pars  Halenbeck,  of  Albany  ;  two  Gerrits,  b.  1663.  and  1665,  both  d.  early  ; 
and  Hillegond,  b.  1666.  who  m.  Lodewyck  Ackerman.  By  a  third  w., 
Egbertie  Dircks,  wid.  of  Hage  Bruynsen,  of  H.,  he  had  also  Cornelia,  b. 
1672,  who  m.  Peter  Gerard  Cavalier ;  Hendrick,  b.  1674,  Samuel,  1677,  and 
Joshua,  1678.  His  farm  near  Moerije  Davids  Fly,  referred  to  elsewhere  in 
the  text,  was  sold  before  his  death  to  Thomas  Tourneur.  Being  of  a  *'  great 
age,"  he  made  his  will  Apl.  23,  1701,  when  all  his  chn.  were  living,  save 
those  above  excepted,  and  said  son  Albert.  He  cut  off  from  sharing  his 
estate,  his  two  eldest  drs.^  for  **  stubborn  and  disobedient  carriage  towards 
me  these  many  years,"  &c.  All  the  sons  had  families.  Albert  learned  his 
fa.'8  trade,  m.  1668,  Elsie,  dr.  of  Jurian  Blanck,  and  had  chn.,  Jurian,  b. 
1669,  AnnaMaria,  b.  1672,  Justus^  b.  1674,  AlbertuS'Conradus^  b.  1681,  and 
Casparus,  b.  1683.  The  dr.  m.  Edward  Marshall,  tailor.  On  May  24,  1721, 
Albert's  wid.  and  chn..  except  Jurian,  petition  the  Assembly  ;  wish  to  sell 
his  house  and  lot.  The  registers  of  the  Collegiate  Chh.,  N.  Y.,  give  the 
desc.  of  Albert  and  others.  Joshua  Bush  settled  on  Staten  Island,  his  pos- 
terity being  still  there  ;  Justus  Bush  removed  to  Rye  :  others  of  the  family 
went  to  Hackensack.   Marshall, b.  in  Barbadoes,  d.  June  i,  1704, ».  37  yrs. 
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the  grass  or  hay  from  off  the  said  marsh  or  meadow  late  in  con- 
troversy as  aforesaid^  as  they  and  every  of  them  will  answer  the 
contrary  at  their  perils,"  etc. 

Kor  did  this  notice  move  Morris,  who  still  denied  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Mayor's  Court.  Whereupon  the  plaintiffs  appealed 
to  Gov.  Andros.     In  this  appeal  they  say  : 

'*  That  your  petitioners  about  seventeen  years  past  did  buy 
and  was  possest  of  our  several  lands  lying  at  Harlem,  to  which 
belongeth  a  certain  marsh  or  meadow  ground  called  by  the  name 
of  Stony  Island  ;  for  which  land  and  meadow  ground  your  peti- 
tioners hath  and  can  produce  patents  signed  in  Governor  Stuy- 
vesant's  time  and  afterward  renewed  by  Governor  Nicolls,  yet 
notwithstanding  and  although  it  is  our  just  right.  Col.  Morris 
the  last  year  did  send  his  servants  and  workmen  to  cut  the  grass 
off  our  said  meadow  and  carried  the  same  away  before  we  had 
knowledge  of  it ;  and  the  6th  day  of  July  last  past  we  had  a 
trial  in  the  Mayor's  Court,  where  we  obtained  a  judgment 
against  him,  with  damage  and  costs  of  court ;  yet  notwithstand- 
ing the  same,  he  hath  sent  his  servants  and  workmen  to  mow 
the  said  meadow  and  make  it  into  hay,  and  saith  he  will  carry  it 
away,  although  he  hath  been  forewarned  to  the  contrary. 
Whereupon  the  Mayor  hath  directed  a  warrant  to  the  Constable 
of  Harlem  to  forewarn  them  from  such  unjust,  illegal  actings, 
and  to  forbear  ;  yet  would  he  take  no  notice  thereof,  and  did  say 
that  he  wondered  that  the  Mayor  was  so  bold  as  to  issue  forth 
his  warrant  there.  Which,  if  we  are  deprived  of  this  our  just 
right,  we  shall  be  destitute  of  food  for  our  cattle  in  the  winter 
time,  and  must  be  constrained  to  turn  our  stocks  out  into  the 
woods,  where  we  shall  be  in  danger  of  being  damnified  by  several 
inconyeniences  that  attends  the  same  ;  it  being  the  chiefest  of 
our  pasture-ground,"  They  pray  for  his  Excellency's  consider- 
ation, etc. 

On  the  above  being  submitted  to  Col.  Morris,  he  indorsed 
upon  it  the  following  answer  : 

^'  I  have  seen  the  contents  of  this  petition,  and  in  answer  say, 
that  what  hay  hath  been  cut  and  carried  away  has  been  from 
and  off  my  own  land,  which  I  am  ready  to  make  appear  and  jus- 
tify in  the  Court  at  Jamaica,  (in  which  precincts,  as  I  am 
informed,  the  land  lies),  and  to  make  good  my  title,  or  pay  the 
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condemnation  for  the  trespass  thereon  committed^  according  to 
the  Terdict  of  the  jury.     New  York,  the  28th  July,  1680. 

"  Lewis  Morris.*' 
To  Morris's  proposal  to  change  the  venue  to  Jamaica,  excep- 
tion could  hardly  be  taken,  that  town  being  the  seat  of  justice 
for  the  North  Siding,  in  which  Westchester  was  included. 
But  a  year  now  slipped  by,  when  Toumeur  again  essaying  to 
mow  his  meadows  was  forcibly  ejected  by  Morris,  who  seized  his 
hay.     And  thus  the  matter  rested  for  another  two  years. 

Things  went  on  as  usual  in  the  Tillage.  On  September  1st, 
1680,  there  was  a  full  turnout  of  the  inhabitants  to  repair  the 
king's  highway.  Barent  Waldron  was  missing,  and  thus  liable 
to  a  fine  of  6  gl.,  which  was  to  be  put  upon  every  delinquent. 
The  four  magistrates  conferring  together,  repaired  in  the  even- 
ing to  the  house  of  Constable  Johannes  Vermelje,  and  in  the 
name  of  the  community  requested  him  to  collect  the  fine  from 
Waldron.  Vermelje,  who  was  a  brother-in-law  to  Waldron, 
refused,  said  he  was  not  bound  to,  that  they  were  fools  to  ask  it, 
and  moreover  that  they  had  no  right  to  command  him ;  that 
being  constable  it  was  his  prerogative  to  command  in  this  town, 
and  not  the  magistrates',  who  could  not  hold  a  court  without 
him.  On  September  4th,  the  court  having  met,  Vermelje, 
whose  dignity  had  been  touched  because  the  magistrates  had  • 
presumed  to  act  in  his  absence,  took  them  to  task  for  it.  In 
Tain  they  explained  that  they  had  held  no  court,  but  only  a  con- 
ference ;  Vermelje  protested  that  his  authority  as  constable 
should  be  maintained  or  he  would  appeal  to  the  High  Court. 
The  magistrates  also  insisted  that  their  authority  should  be 
respected  ;  and  so  the  affair  ended. 

The  work  upon  the  town  house  drew  largely  on  the  time  of 
some  of  the  inhabitants,  especially  Daniel  Toumeur  and  Jan 
Delamater ;  and  these,  with  Jan  Hendricks  Brevoort,  Arent 
Hermens,  Jan  Nagel,  Adolph  Meyer,  Jan  Dyckman,  and  Laurens 
Jansen,  all  took  part  in  riding  the  shingles  and  clapboards.  It 
took  400  clapboards  and  1800  shingles  to  inclose  the  house. 
Four  hundred  and  thirty  feet  of  sawed  planks  were  obtained 
from  Gabriel  Legget,  of  Westchester,  *'  wood-sawyer,"  for  floor- 
ing the  loft ;  and  Henricus  de  Forest,  of  New  York,  did  the 
glazing  of  the  windows.     The  inhabitants  had  credit  in  their 
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acconnts  for  whatever  articles  they  f umished,  or  extra  time  tlicy 
spent ;  the  allowance  for  a  day's  labor  being  5  gh,  or  two  dol- 
lars. 

The  bnilding  of  a  bridge  across  the  Spayten  Dayvel  had  been 
nnder  consideration  for  a  year  ;  on  January  7th,  1680,  the  Coun- 
cil had  taken  order  to  have  the  passage  viewed  for  that  purpose. 
It  caused  Verveelen  somo  uneasiness,  as  his  lease  would  run  out 
on  November  Ist,  1680.  The  time  had  even  expired  when  he 
succeeded  on  December  30th  in  getting  from  Gov.  Andres  an 
extension  of  his  ferry  privileges  for  seven  years  longer. 

The  Steur  Dubuisson  visited  the  village  March  28th,  1681,  to 
give  testimony  in  a  case  pending  before  the  court.  Marked  re- 
spect seems  to  have  been  shown  this  Huguenot  stranger,  regard- 
ing whom  we  know  so  little.*  On  April  8th  Panlns  Richard,  as 
administrator  of  the  estate  of  Meynard  Jonmee,  late  of  Staten 
Island,  deceased,  confirmed  to  Jan  Nagel  and  Jan  Delamater 
the  sale  made  them  by  Jouruee  before  he  left  Harlem.  A  pain- 
ful incident  of  the  summer  was  the  drowning  of  five  persons,  in 
Hellgate,  caused  by  the  upsetting  of  a  canoe.  It  happened  at 
ni^t,  August  23d.  Thomas  Palmer,  tanner  and  currier,  and. 
Matthew  Smith,  in  his  employ,  set  out  to  row  to  Flushing,  hav- 
ing in  company  Anna  Marlett  and  Ann  Coffin,  of  Staten  Island, 
with  Mary  Marshall  and  one  other  person.     Getting  into  the 

*  Jean  Bai»tiste*de  Poictier,  Sieur  Dubuisson,  of  whom  just  enough  is 
recorded  to  whet  our  curiosity,  was  evidently  a  person  of  character,  and  of 
standing  and  influence  among  the  refugees.  His  interest  in  their  affairs, 
and  the  friendly  offices  performed  for  them,  which  incidentally  appear,  pre- 
sent him  in  an  amiable  light.  He  remained  a  number  of  years  in  or  about 
New  York,  being  first  noticed  at  Harlem  in  1676  and  last  in  1681.  If  we 
are  not  mistaken,  it  was  he  who  at  a  time  of  popular  excitement  and  fear 
of  a  French  invasion  from  Canada,  was  the  subject  of  the  following  order: 

"  Whereas  we  are  informed  that  one  Dubison  is  intending  to  transport 
himself  and  family  to  Canada,  being  suspected  to  have  kept  a  secret  corre* 
spondence  with  the  French  there,  and  it  being  judged  dangerous  to  suffer 
such  a  person  to  live  at  Saratoga,  or  any  place  in  this  county,  at  this  junc- 
ture of  time,  where  he  may  have  conveniency  to  keep  such  a  correspon- 
dence. You  are  therefore  hereby  required,  in  his  Majesty's  name,  to  bring 
the  said  Dubison  and  family  forthwith  here,  in  order  that  they  may  be  se- 
cured from  any  such  dangerous  designs  ;  in  doing  whereof  this  ^all*  be 
your  sufficient  warrant.    Given,  etc.,  in  Albany,  the  14th  of  June,  16S9. 

To  Anthony  Van  Skaick,  Constable  of  the  Halfmoon." 

As  Dubuisson  is  found  at  Kingston,  Nov.  12.  1693, standing  as  godfather 
for  two  chn.  of  Pierre  Montras.  who  had  renounced  Romanism,  we  presume 
nothing  was  found  against  him.  One  Sieur  Dubuisson  was  sent  from 
Quebec  in  171 1  to  take  command  at  Detroit. 
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Pot,  and  being  **  by  tho  eddy  tide  overset/*  all  but  Smith  were 
drowned.  Mr.  John  de  Forest,  of  New  York,  "  Chirurgeon,'* 
bought,  November  30th,  from  Jan  Delamater  his  lot  No.  4  on 
Hoom's  Hook,  containing  eight  acres,  for  tho  sum  of  130  gl.  or 
$52  !  At  the  choice  of  new  town  officers  this  year  was  afforded  a 
striking  instance  of  the  precaution  taken  by  the  appointing 
power  to  prevent  favoritism  on  the  part  of  the  ruling  magis^ 
trates  in  procuring  the  choice  of  successors.  In  presenting  a 
nomination  to  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  if  any  of  the  candi- 
dates were  nearly  related  to  each  other  or  to  either  of  the  retir- 
ing magistrates,  the  fact  was  to  be  expressly  stated.  Jan  Nagel 
and  Johannes  Vermelje,  two  of  the  nominees  returned  Dec.  19th 
and  acted  upon  the  next  day,  were  brothers-in-law,  and  also 
sons-in-law  of  Resolved  Waldron,  retiring  magistrate.  Hence 
Vermelje  only  was  accepted.  Gornelis  and  Laurens  Jansen, 
being  also  candidates,  Comelis  only  was  chosen,  and  his  brother 
thrown  out.     Similar  cases  might  be  cited. 

The  town  house  had  been  finished,  and  must  be  paid  for. 
To  provide  for  this  and  certain  other  claims  against  the  town,  a 
meeting  was  held  Feb.  14th,  1682.  On  a  careful  audit  of  the 
accounts,  the  public  debts  were  found  to  amount  to  1190  fl.,* 
and  the  sums  due  the  town  from  sundiy  persons  to  406  fl.  12  st. 
To  meet  the  deficiency  of  783  fl.  8  st  a  tax  of  800  fl.  upon  tho 
lands  and  erven  was  voted. 

The  following  is  the  assessment  list,  with  a  description  of  the 
property  annexed  ;  the  whole  showing  the  exact  state  of  the  oc- 
cupied lands  as  they  stood  at  this  date,  and  the  changes  which 
had  taken  place  since  the  last  list.  According  to  what  had 
become  the  established  practice  and  so  continued,  two  thirds  of 
the  gross  tax  was  assessed  upon  the  lands,  and  one  third  upon 
the  erven.  Now  each  erf  was  taxed  7  guilders,  and  each  mor- 
gen  2  guilders  14  stivers.  Hitherto  only  the  lands  of  Jochem 
Pieters  Flat  and  Van  Keulen's  Hook,  with  Bogert's  Point,  had 
been  subject  to  tax.  But  to  make  up  for  Delavall's  54  morgen, 
here  for  some  reason  omitted,  an  equal  quantity  (short  half  a 
morgen)  was  taxed  upon  the  outside  lands,  that  is  to  say,  Mon- 
tague's Flat,  the  New  Lots,  Hoom's  Hook,  Spuyten  Duy vel,  etc. 

*  Costs  Inctirred  in  makine  die  Town's  House,  and  some  old  balances,  of 
ddits,  etc.,  which  must  be  paid  Irom  the  present  assessment,  to  wit : 
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It  will  be  observed  that  the  New  liots,  so  far  as  taxed,  are  i-eck- 
oned  at  two  morgen  each,  or  half  their  actual  contents  ;  and  the 
other  outside  lots,  so,  far  as  included,  at  one  morgen  per  lot, 
excepting  those  at  Spuyten  Duyvel.  For  the  first  time  also  the 
outside  erven  are  included,  swelling  the  list  to  37  whole  and  t 
half  erven,  without  the  two  erven  of  Delavall  or  Carteret  The 
lands  in  the  list  in  brackets  are  either  not  assessed  or  only  in 
part  as  indicated.  Dr.  De  Forest's  lot  on  Hoom's  Hook  is  not 
in  the  list.  Delavall's  54  morgen  embraced  Nos.  15  to  22  of 
Jochem  Pieters,  and  Nos.  21,  22  on  Van  Keulen's  Hook. 

To  Daniel  Toumeur,  13  da\'s'  work,  ^  5  gl.  per  day f,  63  :  0:0 

Ridinfs  16^0  shingles,  (0  S  gl.  per  150 55:  0:0 

Also  for  shingles  and  clapboards z6 :  5:0 

a>^  lbs.  nails,  (^  30  st 3  :  iS  :  0 

iTud  Kleyn  Jan  tor  fixing  the  town's  dram 9:  0:0 

I  gallon  of  ram  to  the  carpenter 6:  0:0 

A  cord  to  the  dram 3:  0:0 

To  Jan  U  Afaistre,  6  days*  work,  ^  5  gl 30 :  0:0 

3  lbs.  nails,  ^  30  st 4  :  10 :  o 

Riding  shingles  and  clapboards,  etc 16 :  5:0 

Taking  a  warrant  to  Spuyten  Duyvel 4  :  0:0 

To  Adolph  Pieters  for  building  the  town's  house 250 :  0:0 

To  Resolved  Waldron^  10 schepels  wheat  delivered 60:  0*0 

48  lbs.  naib,  d3ost 72  :  0:0 

Also  to  lath  nails 5  :  0:0 

A  cord  to  the  town's  dram 6:  0:0 

Old  paymen".  (see  page  396) 3  :  0:0 

Paid  to  the  carpenter lao :  0:0 

Board  for  the  carpenter 40:  0:0 

Barent  Waldron,  taking  a  warrant  to  Spuyten  Duyvel 4:  0:0 

To  Joost  van  Oblinus,  i  lb.  nails  delivered ,,..... i :  10 :  o 

Paid  the  carpenter 30  :  0:0 

Old  payment  (see  page  396) 3!  0:0 

To  Jan  Nagel^  3  lb.  nails.  <^  30  sf.,  delivered 4  :  to  :  o 

Riding  shingles  and  clapboards,  etc 26  :  5:0 

Taking  a  warrant  »o  Spuyten  Duyvel 4:  0:0 

To  Adolf  h  Meyer,  a  schepels  wheat  clelivered 12  :  0:0 

Ridmg  shingles  and  clapboards,  etc 16:  5.0 

Takinga  warrant  to  Spuyten  Duyvel 4:  0:0 

To  Jan  Dyckman^  i  schepel  wheat  delivered. 6:  0:0 

Riding  shingles  and  clapboards,  etc 16  :  5:0 

Old  payment  (see  page  396) 3:  o;o 

To  Arent  Hermens,  i  schepel  wheat  delivered 6  .  0:0 

Riding  shingles  and  clapboards,  etc 16  :  5:0 

Old  payment  (see  page  396) 3:  0:0 

To  Laurens  Janten,  nding  shingles,  clapboards,  etc 26 :  5:0 

To  Jan  Hendricx  Kyckuyt,  riding  shingles,  clapboards,  etc 26:  5:0 

To  Johannes  Vermelje,  beer,  wine,  and  ram,  etc 33:  0:0 

To  Isaac  le  Maistre,  taking  a  warrant  to  Spuyten  Duyvel 4  :  0:0 

To  Glaude  le  Maistre,  }4  ^^^  beer,  o!d  account  (see  page  396) 15  :  0:0 

To  Reynier  Willems,  the  baker,  balance 15  :  0:0 

To  Nicholas  Bayard,  for  services,  old  account .*.'.  24  :  0:0 

To  Ilend.  J.  Zander  Vin,  writing-book,  paper,  and  ink \,\  12  :  0:0 

To  De  Forest  and  Leggel,  glass  and  planks  to  the  town's  house \\\  no :  0:0 


f,  1190:    0:0 
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CHAPTER  XXII. 


1682—1685. 


nrCIDBMTS;     DBA.TH    OV    DBLlViLLL,    ABCHBR,     DELAMITBR,     AND    YANDBR    TIK; 

TOUBNBUR  VS.  MORRIS  ;  DONOAN*8  ASSBBfBLT  ;  TOWN  COURT  REMODBLLBD; 

HALF-WAT    HOU8B;     GLOUOIB'8    POINT    OOOUPIBD,    BTO. 


FAR  npihe  winding  Neckar  which  joins  the  Bhine  at  Mann- 
heim, in  a  fruitful  part  of  Gennany,  was  the  little  town  of 
Lanffen,  where  Gabriel  Carbosie  was  born.  Finding  4iis  way  to 
Holland,  and  thence  to  this  country  while  under  the  Dutch, 
Carbosie,  used  to  a  rich  soil,  tried  divers  places,  at  both  farming 
and  milling,  and  by  the  way  had  served  on  the  ^^  rattle  watch" 
at  New  Amsterdam  in  1658  ;  but  yet  this  "  very  clever  fellow^' 
had  accumulated  little.  Again  at  Harlem,  after  years  on  the 
Delaware,  to  which  he  had  gone  when  his  Lutheran  domine, 
Fabricius,  was  called  thither,  he  was  now  too  old  to  do  much. 
Asking  the  use  only  for  his  lifetime  of  ^^  a  small  piece  of  land 
in  the  bend  of  the  Hellegat,"  whereon  to  set  a  small  house,  and 
by  it  make  a  garden,  from  which,  with  fishing,  to  support  himself 
and  his  Brieta ;  Constable  Oblinus  assembled  the  whole  com- 
munity March  14th,  1682,  and,  the  matter  having  already  been 
talked  over  one  with  another,  his  request  was  granted.  But  it 
must  be  to  no  one's  prejudice,  and  Carbosie  was  not  to  keep  over 
three  or  four  swine,  lest  they  should  damage  **  the  meadows  there 
lying,  belonging  to  Jan  Lou  we."  But  were  Carbosie  to  die,  his 
widow,  should  she  marry  agairiy  must  give  up  the  land,  unless 
the  grant  were  renewed  ;  a  wise  provision  (yet  to  Brieta  perhaps 
too  palpable  a  joke),  since  Carbosie  was  her  third  husband,  and 
with  another  chance  she  might  extend  her  tenure  indefinitely. 
All  which  was  as  hard  to  foresee  as  what  might  be  her  next 
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fancy  ;  for  herself »  a  Swedish  woman  from  Qottenburgh,  she  had 
already  taken  to  her  heart  a  Dane^  Frieslander,  and  Gkrman.* 

While  Carbosie  was  miller  for  Delavall,  his  swine  running  over 
the  milldam  had^  as  wo  have  seen,  caused  Bogert  not  a  little 
annoyance.  Whether  he  was  now  the  more  troubled  at  the 
liberties  just  granted  Carbosie,  or  at  being  himself  fined  20  gl., 
"for  the  loss  of  four  days'  work  upon  the  Town  House/'  we 
know  not ;  only  some  things  had  crossed  him.  On  May  4th, 
when  called  to  pay  the  late  assessment  and  other  arrears  which, 
aside  from  the  fine  aforesaid,  relieved  him  of  52  fl.  10  st.,  in 
nlveVy  and  10  st.,  in  sewani,  Bogert  tarried  in  the  court- 
room, a  full  bench  being  present,  and  demanded  that  he  might 
have  the  same  justice  as  was  done  to  other  inhabitants.  When 
asked  wherein  justice  had  not  been  done  him,  he  answered, 
that  ill  Tadous  ways  he  had  been  treated  with  injustice  ;  and 
then  losing  his  u^ual  control,  he  outright  charged  their  honors 
with  bein^  unrighteous  rulers,  and  ^*  vomiting  forth  the  same 
in  great  rage  and  railing,"  left  the  room.    . 

Becovering  from  their  astonishment,  the  magistrates  resolved 
to  cite  Bogert  to  Appear  on  the  next  court  day  and  answer  for 
his  abusive  language.  They  also  ordered  the  debts  still  standing 
out  to  be  collected,  if  necessary,  by  execution.  Bogert  failing 
to  appear  July  6th,  another  citation  was  sent  him.  But  ere  the 
time  arrived  he  came  before  the  board,  which  met  August  3d 
at  his  request ;  and  expressing  hearty  sorrow  for  what  he  had 
laid,  alleged  it  had  resulted  from  passion,  and  promised,  if  for- 
given that  time,  never  to  repeat  it.     Thereupon  the  following 

.  *  Carbosie's  first  w.  was  Teuniie  Straetsman,^  whom  he  m.  at  New 
Amsterdam  in  1657.  Her  history  has  a  touch  of  romance.  She  had  lived 
in  the  Dutch  colony  at  Fort  Margariete,  in  Brazil,  and  had  already  had 
three  husbands,  viz.:  Jan  Meyer,  George  Haflfand  Tileman  Jacobs  Vandcr 
Myen.  By  the  first  she  had  a  dr.  Margaret  Meyer,  (w.  of  Hendrick  Wilt- 
sec,  common  anc.  of  our  Wiltsee  family, — See  Annals  of  Newtown  ;)  by  the 
second  hus.,**in  his  lifetime,  field-trumpetter  in  Brazil,"  she  had  a  son 
Laurens  Haff,  (who  was  b.  in  Brazil,  lived  at  Flushing,  L.  I.,  m.  in  1676, 
Kniertie,  dr.  of  Peter  Meet,  and  originated  the  respectable  N.  Y.  family  of 
^oJF;)  by  the  third,  a  dr.  Annetie  Tilemans,  (who  m.  Dirck  Hattem,  of 
Oowanus,  and  Hendrick  Van  Pelt,  of  New  Utrecht, — See  Bergen  Gen,,  ad 
edit,  p.  232  ;)  and  by  Carbosie,  a  son  David,  b.  1659.  Teuntie,  whose  pos* 
terity  thus  remains  among  us,  d.  at  Gowanus,  Oct.  19, 1662,  and  a  dozen 
years  later,  one  of  her  former  husbands  in  Brazil,  Vander  Myen,  thought  to 
bed.  when  she  m.  Carbosie,  arrived  safe  and  sound  in  N.  Y.,  found  his  dr. 
Annetie,  m.  in  1678,  the  wid.  of  Jan  Thomasz  Van  Dyck,  of  New  Utrecht, 
and  lived  there  for  some  years  after. 
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action  was  taken  :  '^  The  magistrates  of  this  Court  having  heard 
the  petition,  do  escuse  the  petitioner  his  fault  this  time  ;  never- 
theless that  this  Court  may  maintain  and  defend  its  rights  and 
authority,  and  that  such  conduct  may  not  happen  in  futore 
from  him  or  any  one  else,  they  condemn  him  in  a  fine  of  25  gl. 
to  this  town."  The  fine  was  paid  to  the  constable,  and  so  the 
affair  ended. 

Next  day,  August  4th,  the  Court  held  its  regular  monthly 
session.  A  summons  had  been  issued  to  Olaude  le  Maistre, 
pursuant  to  a  motion  of  the  constable,  Oblinus,  passed  at  the 
♦l^uly  term,  to  the  effect  that  the  old  .verdict  of  July  12th,  1677, 
gainst  Le  Maistre,  be  confirmed,  and  the  debt,  85  gl.,  collected 
by  execution.  Le  Maistre  not  appearing,  the  Court  proceeded 
iri  a  body  to  his  house,  but  found  him  as  unwilling  as  ever  to 
admit  the  claim,  he  telling  them,  among  other  things,  that  he 
had  "  nothing  to  do  with  the  town 'or  town  books.*'  On  this 
they  proceeded  to  attach  and  seize  three  pieces  of  new  linen, 
which  they  measured  in  the  presence  of  witnesses,  and  found  to 
contain  56  ells.  Notice  was  then  given  by  the  constable,  and 
also  posted  up  in  writing,  that  on  Thursday,  the  18th  instant, 
Delamater's  linen,  unless  redeemed,  would  be  publicly  sold. 
But  the  very  next  day  (Aug.  5th,  1682),  John  and  Isaac  Dela* 
mater,  in  behalf  of  their  father,  came  and  recovered  the  linen, 
giving  security  for  the  debt  and  costs,  93  gl.  10  st.  So  this 
Texatious  matter,  many  years  pending,  was  finally  arranged  ;  the 
brothers  duly  met  their  obligation,  and  Olaude  having  died,  his 
account  with  the  town  was  closed  by  John  Delamater  paying  a 
small  balance  **  for  his  mother,*'  Oct.  3d,  1685. 

Petty  troubles  with  the  English  residents  on  or  near  Hoom's 
Hook  also  drew  upon  the  time  of  the  magistrates.  John  SmiUi, 
"  miller  at  the  mill  of  Mr.  Pinhome,"  on  the  Saw-kill,  having 
taken  **  French  leave,"  his  creditor,  John  London,  seized  ahorse, 
which  he  understood  belonged  to  the  runaway.  But  Robert 
Barlowe  brought  Ralph  Ross  and  William  Engel,  persons  in  his 
employ,  to  prove  that  he  was  the  owner,  whereupon  Barlowe  ob- 
tained his  steed,  and  London  pocketed  the  costs,  for  which  Jacob 
Young  became  his  bail.     This  suit  was  decided  July  6th,  1682. 

Young  himself  now  had  an  issue  with  some  of  the  town's 
folks.     Daniel  Toumeur  and  Johannes  Verveelen,  owning  lots 
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on  Hoom's  Hook,  accused  him  of  taking  their  fence-posts. 
Cited  to  appear  and  answer  on  Ang.  4th,  he  gave  no  heed,  nor  to 
A  second  citation^  but  finally  came>  Dec  7thy  in  no  amiable  mood. 
He  denied  the  charge^  declared  that  he  bought  the  posts  and 
would  prove  it ;  further  sayij^g  that  ''  the  whole  town  was 
^igainst  him,  and  that  Jan  Dyckman  (one  .of  the  magistrates) 
had  threatened  to  burn  his  house.'*  The  Court  directed  defend- 
4»nt  to  bring  evidence  regarding  the  posts  on  the  next  court  day, 
andateo  "  to  prove  his  scandalous  words,"  on  pain^of  correctioh. 
The  finah  is  not.  given,  but  within  a  year  Young  left  the 
town^and  went^to  other  parts,  having  sold  his  farm,  Sept.  27tii, 
1688,  to  William  Holmes,  of  Turtle  Bay;  the  sale,  including 
'** buildings,  barns  and  outhouses,"  with  3  cows,  1  Heifer,  2 
calves,  4  ewes,  1  ram,  and  4  stocks  of  bees,  all  for  £50. 

The  ministierial  labors  of  Domines  Drisius  and  Nieuwenhuysen 
had  been  productive  of  much  good  among  the  Harlem  people, 
as  results  prove.  The  pastoral  visits,  oftener  devolving  upon 
Nieuwenhuysen,  but  infrequent,  and,  aside  from  weddings  and 
burials,  almost  restricted  to  the  annual  induction  of  new  church 
officers,  became  for  this  reason  signal  events  among  the 
villagers,  and  occasions  for  much  sociality.  But  death  had 
recently  taken  away  these  two  beloved  pastors,  to  the  great  grief 
of  the  people.  In  sympathy  td  the  bereaved  Annetie  Maurits 
Sluyswachter,  whose  good  man,  Nieuwenhuysen,  had  gone  to 
rest  Feb.  17th,  1681,  Jan  Nagel,  **  on  account  of  the  town," 
took  her  "  two  schepels  of  Wheat,^'  and  Resolved  Waldron  also 
"  two  schepels,  and  a  bottle  of  rum." 

The  loss  to  the  church  wasin  a  measure  repaired  by  the  arrival 
from  Holland,  during  the  summer  of  1682,  of  Do.  Henry  Selyns, 
who  had  now  returned  as  pastor  at  New  York,  but  was  also  to 
follow  up  the  custom  of  preaching  at  Harlem  at  least  once  a 
year,  for  the  purpose  of  confiir-ming  the  elder  and  deacons  ;  the 
flock  here,  except  when  called  to  the  city  on  sacramental  seasons, 
to  continue  its  usual  Sabbath  exercises  by  the  voorleser,  as  be- 
fore. The  first  installation  of  an  elder  and  deacon  the  next 
fall,  chosen  in  the  way  then  observed,  was  a  time  of  unusual  in- 
terest. A  few  still  remained  here  to  welcome  Selyns,  of  his  for- 
mer members  at  the  Bowery — Joost  van  Oblinus  and  Glaude  le 
Maistre,  with  their  wives,  and  the  two  worthy  widows,  Jac- 
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qucline  Toumeur  and  Maria  Kip.  And  there  was  Veireelen, 
the  genial  old  deacon,  who,  to  greet  his  good  domine,  must 
surely  for  this  once  have  left  his  ferry  at  Papparinamin,  with  its 
weighty  responsibilities,  in  charge  of  his  son  Daniel,  now  living 
with  him.  But  while  to  not  a  few  others  Selyns'  features  were 
familiar,  though  eighteen  years  had  passed,  to  Abram  de  1a 
Montanie,  who  could  only  know  him  by  hearsay,  was  reserved 
the  gratification  of  taking  the  hand  which  had  been  laid  on  his 
infant  head,  at  his  baptism,  just  before  the  domino  left  for  Hoi* 
land.  It  must  have  been  a  pleasant  reunion,  evoking  gratitude 
to  God  ;  while,  with  the  flow  of  good  feeling,  freely  flowed 
Johan  Vermel je's  **  goed  bier,"  a  half  vat  nearly  being  con- 
sumed before  it  broke  up.  Arent  Hermens  Bussing  was  the 
newly  installed  deacon  ;  the  elder's  name  is  not  mentioned. 

Captain  Thomas  Uelavall  died  in  the  summer  of  1682,  in 
New  York  City,  over  which,  during  three  respective  terms,  he 
had  presided  as  mayor.  The  event  necessarily  caused  a  sensation 
at  Harlem,  owing  to  his  long  and  peculiar  relations  to  the  town, 
both  as  a  proprietor  and  a  patentee.  Being  sick  and  weak, 
John  Tuder,  attorney,  was  called  in,  June  9th,  and  drew  up 
his  will,  which  he  signed  with  tremulous  hand ;  the  next  day 
adding  a  codicil  disposing  of  some  property  not  before  specified. 
His  death  directly  ensuing,  his  will  was  proved  July  llth. 

He  bequeathed  to  his  son-in-law  William  Darvall,  Esq.,  **  all 
his  lands  lying  and  being  in  the  bounds  of  Harlem,''  as  also 
'^  Great  Barnes  Island,  lying  near  Harlem,"  and  his  mill  at 
Esopus,  besides  all  the  debts  due  him,  contracted  since  the  year 
16G4  ;  the  said  Darvall  out  of  the  same  to  pay  such  money  as 
.  was  duo  from  the  testator  to  Mr.  Samuel  Swynock,  of  London, 
merchant.  To  his  son  John  Delavall,  whom  he  made  his  sole 
executor,  he  gave  all  his  houses  and  lands  at  the  Esopus  (the 
mill  excepted),  and  his  share  of  ^'  the  Yonker's  Mill,  lying  in 
Hudson's  River,"  with  such  debts  as  were  due  him,  the  testator, 
and  were  contracted  before  the  year  1664 ;  and  charging  upon 
him  the  payment  of  certain  legacies  and  charities.  To  his  son- 
in-law  Thomas  Codrington,  he  gave  all  his  land  and  houses  at 
Gravesend,  on  Long  Island  ;  and  to  his  (testator's)  grandchild, 
Frances  Darvall,  his  piece  of  ground  '*  lying  beyond  the 
Smith's  Fly,  in  New  York,  called  by  the  name  of  the  Cherry 
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(harden.''  This  grandchild,  then  but  a  year  old,  afterward 
married  Richard  Willett,  whose  name  will  occur  again.  Capt. 
Delavall  omits  any  reference  to  the  Moseman  farm,  the  Mill 
and  Little  Barent's  Island,  already  conveyed  to  his  daughter 
Frances  and  to  her  husband  Capt.  James  Carteret,  whom  he 
does  not  name,  and  who  at  this  date  were  no  doubt  in  Europe. 

We  may  simply  add  here,  that  subsequently,  to  wit,  on  Nov. 
24th,  1684,  William  Darvall  conveyed  his  lands  in  Harlem, 
with  Great  Barent's  Island,  to  Samuel  Swynock,  aforesaid, 
of  London,  and  Jacob  Milbome,  of  New  York  (formerly  Cap- 
tain Delavall's  book-keeper),  as  trustee  for  said  Swynock  ;  and 
tlftit  the  latter  buying  Swynock  out,  Aug.  0th,  1687,  afterward 
sold  the  island  to  Thomas  Parcel!,  as  will  be  further  noticed. 
Abraham  Gouverneur  marrying  Milborne's  widow  (who  was  a 
daughter  of  the  noted  Capt.  Jacob  Leisler),  eventually  came 
in  possessipn  of  one  third  of  Capt.  Delavidl's  lands  in  Har- 
lem— the  other  two  thirds,  with  Little  Barent's  Island,  going  to 
the  Pipons,  as  heirs  of  Captain  Carteret.  But  not  till  sixty-five 
years  after  the  death  of  Capt.  Delavall  were  these  respective 
claims  fully  adjusted,  and  the  estate — much  enhanced  mean- 
while by  drafts  from  the  common  lands — finally  closed  by  the 
sale  of  the  property.  This  interesting  title  is  especially  treated 
of  in  the  Appendix,  under  the  head  of  The  Delavall  Lands.* 

Jacqueline  Parisis,  widow  of  Daniel  Toumeur,  being  "  sick 
and  weak  of  body,  and  lying  in  bed,''  made  her  will  Aug. 
31st,  1682,  to  which  were  witnesses  Besolved  Waldron  and  Joost 
van  Oblinus.     The  property,  comprising  "  lands,  houses,  house 

*  Jacques  Cousseau,  another  old  merchant  of  N.  Y.,  and  a  Huguenot 
exile,  (see  pp.  S3*  m*)  associated  with  H.  in  its  infancy,  survived  Capt. 
Delavall  but  a  short  time,  after  being  present  as  a  witness  to  his  will.  He 
himself  d.  intestate.  His  account  and  letter  books  running  from  1653  to 
1677,  and  described  in  his  inventory  taken  Dec.  7, 1682,  evidence  a  long 
and  active  business  career,  chiefly  at  La  Rochelle  and  New  York.  He  was 
latterly  a  shipping  merchant ;  in  business  affairs  "  esteemed  a  person  of 
credit  and  honesty,  and  in  no  manner  suspected  of  fraudulent  dealings." 
lo  1665  he  visited  Hamburgh,  and  again  went  to  Holland  in  1668.  He  had 
served  as  schepen  at  New  Amsterdam,  and  was  one  of  the  commissioners 
who  arranged  the  capitulation  in  1664.  His  connection  with  H.  had 
previouslv  ceased,  on  the  sale  of  his  lands  to  Toumeur.  A  warm  friend- 
ship had  long  subsisted  between  Mr.  Cousseau  and  Simon  Fell  and  his  w:, 
,he  a  Huguenot  from  Dieppe,  (probably  anc.  of  Judge  John  Fell,  of  N.  !.,) 
and,  in  1680.  Cousseau  m.  Fell's  wid.,  Anna  Vincent,  iler  br.  John  Vin- 
cent was  Mr.  Cousseau's  administrator.  Martha  Cousseau,  his  dr.,  as 
would  appear,  ra.  Daniel  Potreau,  of  N.  Y. ' 
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lots,  cattle/ ready  money/  credits/'  was  to  be  sbdred  equally 
by  her  childrcD,  Daniel,  Madeleine,  Esther,  Jaco  and  Thonias, 
except  as  follows  :  ^^  Whereas,  Jan  Dyckman,  married  to  Mad- 
eleine, has  a  lot  of  land  on  Montagne's  Flat,  and  an  erf  and  g^- 
den  here  in  the  village,  already  m  possession  ;* '  her  son  Daniel 
shall  have  the  lot  of  land  on  Hoom's  Hook,  which  he  has  pro- 
cared  in  his  own  name,  with  a  lot  on  Montagne's  Flat,  and  also 
the  carpenter's  tools.  Jaco  and  Thomas  are  each  to  have  ^'  a 
weaver's  loom  and  its  fixtures."  Daniel  and  Jaco  are  to  engage 
to  give  her  youngest  son,  Thomas,  a  good  trade,  whichever  ho 
is  best  suited  for,  either  wheelwright  or  weaver,  which  they 
themselves  understand.  Her  two  daughters  to  divide  her  clotii- 
ing.  But  Mrs.  Tourneur  survived  this  illness  eighteen  years. 
Not  **  sackcloth  and  mourning"  came  to  her  house,  but  a  hap- 
pier event,  the  marriage,  the  ensuing  winter,  of  her  eldest  son, 
Daniel,  to  an' English  maiden,  ''Ann  Wodhull>  of  Seattalcot, 
spinster."  By  what  unbidden  chance  or  love's  deep  art  was 
brought  about  this  alliance  with  a  distant  Long  Island  family, 
we  are  not  told.  The  Governor's  license  was  obtained  Feb. 
5th,  1683,  and  the  nuptials  were  probably  celebrated  at  Setan- 
ket,  in  the  hospitable  home  of  the  Woodhulls.  The  next  sum- 
mer the  son  Jacques  married  into  the  Dutch  family  of  Eort- 
right,  and  went  to  live  on  the  farm  on  Montague  s  Flat,  on  th« 
expiration  of  the  lease  to  Thomas  Holland,  who  had  taken  it 
Oct.  30th,  1670,  for  four  years,  *'  with  the  house  and  AoyierjA,'- 
engaging,  the  first  year,  to  clear  and  fence  three  morgen  of 
land  ;  the  lessor  (Daniel  Tourneur)  and  lessee  to  use  the  ban 
in  common,  and  together  to  dig  a  well. 

By  a  later  will,  and  a  contract  between  the  children,  both 
dated  Sept.  7th,  16dO,  the  Tourneur  lands  were  divided  some- 
what differently.  Daniel  teok  the  land  and  buildings  on  Mon- 
tagne's Flat,  then  occupied  by  his  brother  Jacques,  giving  him  his 
own  included  three  lots  together  (in  which  the  late  Wood  farm 
was  embraced),  with  the  meadow  on  the  adjoining  creek  ;  Jacques 
and  Thomas  took  '^  the  buildings  and  house  lots  and  orchard, 
and  the  five  lots  lying  at  this  village,  to  wit :  a  lot  behind  the. 
aforesaid  orchard  (being  No.  1  Jochem  Pieters)  and  four  lots 
of  land  lying  on  Van  Eeulen's  Hook  ;  with  the  meadows  to  th4 
same  belonging^  at  Stony  Point,  and  at  Spuyten  Dnyvel,  in  the 
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Bonnd  Meadow.'*  The  children  of  Madeleine  Djckman,  de- 
ceased, were  to  have  the  inheritance  from  their  grandfather  and 
grandmother,  namely.,  a  lot. on  Montagne's  Flat  and  two  Out- 
gardens  at  the  village ;  and  Esther  was  to  retain  the  land  on 
which  she  then  lived  (in  Westchester)^  with  the  meadow  on 
that  side  of  the  river  at  Spuyten  Duyvel.  Jacques  and  Tho- 
mas were  to  pay  their  sister  Esther  400  gl.^  and  the  children  of 
their  sister  Madeleine  1000  gl.  ;  all  the  lands  were  to  pass  into 
full  possession  in  May,  1691,  and  the  children  were  to  pay  their 
mother  for  her  support,  each  the  sum  of  40  gl.  yearly.  Daniel's 
death,  which  happened  only  a  few  days  after,  made  no  change 
in  this  arrangement  of  the  lands  ;  for  the  further  history  of 
which  and  of  the  partition  between  Jacques  and  Thomas,  see 
Appendix  E,  F,  G. 

Jan  Hendricks  van  Brevoort  leased  the  town  lot  (church  farm) 
and  meadows,  Jan.  12th,  1683,  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  at  85  gl. 
per  year.  According  to  custom,  it  was  set  up  at  public  auction, 
and  struck  off  to  Brevoort  as  highest  bidder.  On  March  15th, 
Kesolved  Waldron,  Johannes  Vermelje,  Jan  Nagel,  and  Joost 
van  Oblimis,  curators  and  guardians  of  the  estate  of  Thomas 
Hedding,  deceased,  advertised  for  creditors  to  present  their 
claims  within  six  weeks.*  After  further  notice,  his  stock,  etc., 
was  sold  at  auction  May  12th  and  June  2d,  1683,  bringing  608 
gl.  Buyers,  Johannes  Vermelje,  Jan  Dyckman,  William  Bick- 
ley,  Barent  Waldron,  Beyer  Michielsen,  Lonrens  Jansen,  and 
Jan  Gerrits  de  Vries.  Three  cows,  with  each  a  calf,  brought 
respectively,  132,  145,  150  gl. 

Jean  Baignoux  sold  his  farm  on  Hoom's  Hook,  May  15th,  to. 
Isaac  Deschamps,  a  French  refugee,  and  well-to-do  merchant  at 
New  York.  On  June  8th  ensuing,  Deschamps  got  a  lien  on 
Jacob  Young's  farm  adjoining,  to  secure  the  payment  of  £20 ; 
but  throe  months  later.  Young  sold  to  Holmes,  as  before  stated. 

*  Thomas  Hedding,  who  leased  a  farm  in  the  town*  had  lately  died. 
He  made  his  will  June  2,  i633,  when  "  sick  in  body  and  lying  in  bed."  He 
was  then  the  *' widower  of  Maria  Huyberts/*  and  devised  what  he  had  to 
his  chn.  equally,  after  gifts  to  Catherine,  the  ch.  of  his  dr.  Sarah,  and  to  his 
youngest  dr.  Maria.  Sarah  was  then  the  wife  of  John  Watson.  Lawrence 
Hedding,  his  only  son  known  to  us,  and  who  was  b.  in  Amsterdam,  in 
1665,  became  a  "  mariner"  or  sea-captain,  and  m.  in  1698,  Johanna,  dr.  of 
Laurens  Colevelt.  The  next  year  he  took  a  dismission  from  the  H.  chh.  to 
that  of  N.  Y.    He  was  naturalized  in  1702. 
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The  Saw-kill  farm  was  now  held  jointly  by  Robinson  and  Pin- 
horne  (the  last  us  agent  for  Lewin  and  Wolley),  but  Robinson, 
within  a  short  time,  to  wit,  on  Feb.  12thy  1684,  disposed  of  his 
half  to  William  Cox,  a  prominent  New  York  merchant,  largely 
engaged  in  the  West  India  and  foreign  trade.  Deschamps 
eventually  sold  the  Baignoux  farm  to  John  Spragge,  Esq.,  of 
New  York.  The  lands  about  this  lower  section  of  the  town, 
ah*eady  acquiring  value,  were  thus  passing  from  the  hands  of 
the  sturdy  yeomen  .who  first  settled  and  improved  them,  in  part 
to  become,  under  the  touch  of  wealth  and  refinement,  the  charm- 
ing rural  seats  of  affluent  tradesmen  and  shipping  merchants, 
noted  mariners  and  others.  Later  occupants  of  the  Saw-kill 
farm  were  Capt.  Samuel  Bradley  and  his  son-in-law,  the  famous 
Capt.  William  Kidd,  whose  wife  was  the  former  Mrs.  Cox.* 

Col.  Thomas  Dongan  arrived  at  New  York,  August  25th, 
1683,  with  a  commission  as  governor.  He  was  instructed  to 
convene  a  General  Assembly,  to  frame  new  laws  for  the  prov- 
ince, and  in  Council,  Sept.  15th,  ordered  a  writ  sent  to  the 
Sheriflf,  "  to  summon  the  freeholders  of  the  City  of  New  York, 
the  Boweries  or  Farms,  and  Harlem,  to  choose  four  Representa- 
tives." Duo  respect  must  have  been  paid  to  this  notice,  though 
the  records  are  silent  in  regard  to  the  effect  upon  the  Harlem 
people,  or  their  action  thereon.  Exciting  less  enthusiasm  here 
than  it  produced  among  the  English  population,  we  presume 
none  of  the  delegates  were  from  Harlenu  On  Sept.  24th,  John 
Delamater's  two  horses  were  *'  pressed'*  for  some  urgent  public 
service,  and  he  accompanied  them  and  was  paid  for  it,  but  we 
are  left  to  surmise  the  object. 

*  Jean  Baignoux  bore  a  good  character,  but  is  liitle  known.  It  was  he, 
we  presume,  who,  as  Jan  Binjou,  joined  the  chb.  Apl.  12,  1665,  at  the  same 
time  with  Abraham  du  Toict.  Binjou,  (Beenyou)  approaches  his  name  ia 
sound.  Montagnc  writes  it  Benu  ;  the  English  scribes  usually  Bentv. 
The  cultured  Vander  Vin  using  a  latin  prefix,  (see  note  p.  120,)  writes  it 
Abignou/\.e,  from  Baignoux,  the  latter  a  Burgundian  town,  whence  Jean 
probably  came.  Twice  he  calls  him  '*Jean  Abignou,  alias  Jan  Petit." 
The  French  called  him  Jean  Petit,  the  Dut^h  JCityn  Jan,  both  meaning 
Liitle  John,  Kleyn  Jan  was  paid  at  H.  9  fl.  for  **  putting  the  drum  in 
order.^'  1  suspect  he  had  been  one  of  Gov.  Nicolls'  soldiers.  He  had 
license  Dec.  6,  1670.  to  m.  Elizabeth,  dr.  of  Ralph  Hall,  but  his  w.  in  and 
after  1673,  was  Anna  Hoede.  In  1680,  he  m.  Jenne  Stevens.  Later,  if  we 
mistake  not,  sailing  a  coasting  vessel,  he  met  with  disaster.  Abm.  Gouv- 
erneur  writing  from  Boston,  Oct.  12,  1692,  relates  *'  the  sad  mischance  of 
Little.  John  and  his  son,"  who,  bound  thence  for  N.  Y.,  **  were  cast  away  on 
Nantucket  Shoals,  and  both  drowned." 
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Indeed^  a  home  matter  of  great  interest  to  the  freeholders 
had  for  some  months  occupied  the  public  mind.  This  was  an- 
oJ:her  suit  brought  by  Tourneur  and  tlie  Jansens  against  Col. 
Morris,  for  the  recovery  of  the  meadows  at  Stony  Island.  On 
May  31sfe,  1683,  at  the  instance  of  the  plaintiffs.  Justice  Willefct, 
of  the  Court  of  Sessions  for  the  North  Riding,  issued  a  sum- 
mons for  Col.  Morris  ;  an  entry  and  record  of  the  case  being 
also  made  as  follows,  by  J<>hn  West,  the  clerk  : 

Jamaica  Sessions  Ss:  Col.  Lewis  Morris  was  summoned  to  answer 
Daniel  Tourneur,  Cornel  is  Jansen  and  Lawrence  Jansen,  of  a  Plea,  for 
that  he  the  said  Col.  Lewis  Morris  tliem,  the  said  Daniel  Tuumeur> 
Cornelis  Jansen  and  Lawrence  Jansen,  out  of  cv  certain  parcel  of  Meadow 
Ground  at  Stone  Island,  being  four  lots,  hath  ejected,  and  from  them 
unjustly  and  unlawfully  does  detain,  etc.  And  thereupon  the  said 
Daniel,  Cornells  and  Lawrence  say  that  for  divers  years  last  past,  they, 
the  said  Daniel,  Cornelis  and  Lawrence,  have  been  quietly,  peaceably, 
and  lawfully  seized  of  the  before-mentioned  four  lots  of  Meadow  Ground, 
and  to  their  own  proper  use  and  behoof  have  held,  occu|>ied,  and.  en- 
joyed the  same  ;  but  the  said  Col.  Lewis  Morris  the  ri^ht,  title,  and 
interest  of  the  said  Daniel,  Cornelis  and  Lawrence  hot  at  all  regarding, 
into  the  said  four  lots  of  Meadow  Ground  hath  entered,  and  therefrom 
the  said  Daniel,  Cornelis  and  Lawrence  hath  ejected,  and  by  force  un- 
lawfully and  injuriously  the  same  doth  withhold  and  detain,  by  which 
they  say  they  are  damnified  the  sum  of  Sixty  Pounds  ;  Whereupon  they 
bring  this  their  suit,  praying  Judc^ent  against  the  said  Col.  Lewis 
Morris,  for  the  said  four  lots  of  Meadow  Ground,  with  their  Damage  and 
Costs,  etc. 

The  summons  was  in  these  terms  :  * 

Jamaica  Sessions  ;  To  Col.  l-icwis  Morris. 

You  are  in  his  Majesty's  name  required  to  be  and  personally  to 
appear  at  the  next  Court  of  Sessions  to  be  holden  at  Jamaica  for  the 
North  Riding  of  Yorkshire  on  Long  Island,  on  Wednesday,  the  13th  dayv 
of  June  next  ensuing,  then  and  there  to  answer  Daniel  Tourneur, 
Cornelis  Jansen  and  Lawrence  Jansen^  for  that  you  them,  the  said  Daniel 
Tourneur,  Cornelis  Jansen  and  Lawrence  Jansen,  out  of  a  certain  parcel 
of  Meadow  Ground  at  Stone  Island,  being  four  lots,  have  ejectea,  anci 
unjustly  and  unlawfully  from  them  do  detain  and  withhold,  to  their 
damage  Sixty  Pounds  ;  and  thereof  you  are  not  to  fail  at  your  peril. 
Dated  the  Slst  day  of  May,  1688.  Thomas  Willett. 

This  summons  was  served  on  Morris,  June  2d,  and  at  the 
time  appointed  the  case  came  to  trial.  Plaintiffs  produced  the 
Harlem  patent,  and  the  special  patents  to  Tourneur  and  De 
Meyer,  in  support  of  their  claim.  Witnesses  were  heard. 
Adolph  Meyer  testified  that  he  had  been  at  Harlem  twenty-two 
years,  and  never  heard  that  any  others  laid  claim  to  the  meadows 
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in  qnestion  at  Stony  Point ;  farther  that  the  two  l)rother8y  Jan- 
sens^  mowed  the  hay  before  Gov.  Colve's  time,  at  Stony  Point 
and  Stony  Island,  and  that  the  island  belonged  to  Daniel  Toor- 
neur  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  ago.  Defendant  endeavored  to 
show  that  the  inland  so  called  was  not  such  till  ^'  David  Dem- 
arest  made  the  Ditch  between.  Stony  Neck  and  the  Main,  in 
the  time  of  the  Dutch,  he  being  then  overseer  of  the  Planta- 
tion.'^ Hence  he  held  that  it  was  part  of  his  land.  The  case 
being  submitted,  the  jury  returned  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiffs ; 
but  Morris's  attorney  put  in  a  plea  for  an  arrest  of  judgment, 
which  being  allowed  by  the  court,  the  verdict  was  quashed,  and 
the  plaintiffs  were  ordered  to  pay  the  costs. 

Thus  the  case  stood  till  after  the  arrival  of  Col.  Dongan, 
when,  single-handed,  Toumeur  determined  to  renew  the  contest 
Oh  Sept.  25th,  he  petitioned  and  obtained  an  order  of  the 
GoYcmor  and  Council,  allowing  him  to  carry  his  suit  to  the 
Court  of  Assize.  Thereupon  the  following  summons  was 
issued : 

By  the  Governor, 

You  are,  in  Lis  Royal  Highness^  name,  required  to  be,  and  personally 
to  appear  at  tlie  next  General  Court  of  Assizes,  to  be  holden  at  the  City 
of  New  York,  beginning  the  first  Wednesday  in  October  next  ensuing,  by 
nine  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  same  day  ;  Then  and  there  to 
answer  Daniel  Toumeur  in  an  Action  of  Trespass  on  the  Case,  for  eject- 
ing the  said  Daniel  Tonrneur  out  of  a  certain '  lot  of  Meadow  Ground 
lying  on  Stone  Island,  in  the  Precincts  of  Harlem,  and  therefore  you  are 
not  to  fail  under  the  Penalty  of  One  Hundred  Pounds.  Given  under 
my  hand  at  Fort  James,  the  25th  day  of  September,  16B3. 

Tho.  Dohgan. 
To  Col.  Lewis  Morris. 

Tourneur's  statement,  duly  entered^  was  as  follows  : 

Declaration  ad  Ami,  Daniel  Toumeur  v«.  Col.  Lewis  Morris. 

Province  of  New  Tori :  To  the  Honorable  Court  of  Assises,  etc  Col. 
Lewis  Morris  was  summoned  to  this  Court  to  answer  Daniel  Toumeur,  of 
the  Town  of  Harlem,  in  plea  of  Trepans  on  the  Case^  for  that  he  the  said 
Lewis  the  said  Daniel  out  of  a  lot  of  meadow  ground  lying  on  Stony 
Island,  in  the  precincts  of  Harlem,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Court, 
did  eject,  expel,  and  from  his  quiet  |)ossession  thereof  did  remove  ;  And 
whereupon  the  said  Daniel  saycth,  that  in  the  month  of  June,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1681,  he  the  said  Daniel  stood  quietly  and  lawfully 
possessed  of  a  certain  lot  of  meadow,  marked  Number  3,  lying  On  Stony 
Island,  on  the  east  part  of  the  said  Island,  containing  by  estimation 
al)out  four  acres  ;  And  being  so  quietly  and  peaceably  possessed,  he  the 
said  Lewis  Morris,  upon  the  2d  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  L(^ 
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1681,  with  force  and  aims,  upon  the  said  lot  of  meadow  ground  did 
enter,  and  him  the  said  Daniel  from  his  quiet  and  peaceable  possession 
thereof  did  eject,  expel,  and  remove,  and  the  hay  which  he  the  said 
Daniel  had  mowed  with  force  did  take  and  carry  away,  and  him  tiie 
said  Daniel  from  lii?  quiet  possession  thereof  doth  keep,  contrary  to  the 
peace  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  etc.,  and  to  the  damage  of  the 
said  Daniel  Forty  Pounds  ;  which  causes  the  said  Daniel  to  bring  this 
his  suit,  craving  Judgment  of  this  Honorable  Court,  that  he  may  be  re- 
possessed of  the  said  meadow,  and  such  damage  and  cost  may  be  awarded 
him  as  your  Honors  in  your  grave  Judgment  shall  think  meet.  And 
the  Plaintiff  will  ever  pray,  etc. 

Morris's  answer,  prepared  with  care,  was  in  these  terms  : 

Ad  Ami,  Ao.  1683. 

I}eelaration,  The  Pit.  declares  in  Trespass  and  Ejectment,  that  the 
Deft.,  the  2d  July,  1681,  with  force  and  arms,  etc.,  did  eject  him  out  of 
a  lot  of  meadow  ground  lying  on  Stony  Island,  on  the  east  part  of  the 
said  Island,  in  the  precincts  of  Harlem,  containing  by  estimation  about 
four  acres,  and  the  hay  which  he  had  thei\)  mowed  did  take  and- 
carry  away^  to  his  damage  £40. 

JPlea,  Deft,  pleads  not  guilty,  etc.,  and  puts  himself  on  the  country, 
etc.  Claims  the  meadow  m  question  belongs  to  the  Deft.  He  derives 
his  Title  as  followeth,  viz, : 

Oct.  20th,  1644,  a  patent  was  granted  by  the  Dutch  Governor  Wm. 
Kieft  unto  Arent  van  Curler,  who  married  the  widow  of  Jonas  Bronck, 
for  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  formerly  in  the  tenure  or  occupation 
of  the  said  Jonas  Bronck,  and  by  the  English  called  Bronck's  Land, 
lying  and  being  on  the  main  to  the  east  and  over  against  Harlem  town, 
having"  a  certain  small  creek  or  kill  which  runs  between  the  south-west 
part  of  it  and  little  Barnes  Island,  near  Hellgate,  and  so  goes  into  the 
Sast  River,  and  a  greater  creek  or  river  which  divides  it  from  Manhatans 
Island  ;  containing  about  500  acres  or  250  morgen  of  land,  and  includ- 
ing all  the  fresh  meadow  thereunto  annexed  or  adjoining. 

July  10th,  1651,  the  said  Arent  van  Curler  conveyed  the  said  land  unto 
Jacob  Jans  St  oil. 

Dec.  19th,  1662,  Mattheus  de  Vos,  as  attorney  of  Geertruyt  Andries, 
the  widow  of  the  said  Jacob  Jans  Stoll,  conveyed  the  said  land  unto 
Oeertricu  Hendricks,  formerly  the  widow  of  Andries  Hoppen.  Upon 
the  same  day  the  said  Geertrieu  Hendricks,  with  the  approbation  and 
coDBent  of  Dirck  Gerrits  van  Tright,  then  her  husband,  conveyed  the 
same  land  to  Harman  Smeeman. 

Oct.  32d,  1664,  Harman  Smeeman  sold  and  conveyed  the  same  land,  for 
a  valuable  consideration,  to  Samuel  Edsall. 

1668,  Col.  Nicolls,  by  patent,  makes  recital  of  all  the  former  con- 
T-eyances  and  ratified  and  confirmed  to  the  said  Samuel  Edsall,  his  heirs 
and  assignes  forever,  all  the  aforesaid  land  and  premises,  with  its 
appurtenances,  and  all  meadow  ground,  marshes,  etc.,  to  the  same  be- 
lon^ng  or  in  any  wise  appertaining. 

Jane  4th,  1668,  The  said  Samuel  Edsall  and  Jannetien  his  wife,  by. 
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deed  indented,  for  the  consideration  of  £140,  sold  and  convoyed  the  sjune 
to  the  Deft,  with  all  the  meadows  and  marshes  thereto  belonging  ;  and 
had  actual  possession  thereof. 

1673.  The  Deft,  remained  in  possession  until  Anno  1673,  when  the 
Dutch  taking  the  place,  his  negroes  were  seized,  and  his  family  forced 
to  leave  the  land,  in  which  time  the  Pit.  cut  a  ditch  in  his  m^ow  to 
make  that  an  Island  which  was  not  so  before. 

1674.  By  the  Articles  of  Peace,  and  surrender  of  the  place,  the  Deft, 
was  again  possessed  of  the  land  and  premises,  and  so  remains. 

March  25th,  1676  ;  The  before-mentioned  land,  meadows  and  premises, 
with  an  addition  of  a  larger  quantity  of  land,  was  by  patent  from  Sir 
Edmund  Andros  confirmed  to  the  Deft,  who  is  in  possession  thereof,  and 
therefore  says  that  the  meadow  in  question  is  part  of  the  land  and 
meadow  mentioned  and  contained  in  all  the  former  grants  and  oonvey- 
ances  ;  and  that  he  ought  to  hold  and  enjoy  the  same,  for  that  his  title 
as  aforesaid  is  far  preferable  and  more  ancient  than  the  Plaintiff's  pre- 
tences, which  are  but  of  late,  and  on  uncertain  grounds.* 

Upon  the  trial,  which  came  on  at  the  time  appointed,  and  at 
which  Gov.  Dougan  presided,  Engeltie  Bnrger,  widow  of  Burger 
Joris,  Thomas  Hunt,  Sen.,  Thomas  Hunt,  Jun.,  Walter  Web- 
ley,  John  Archer,  Mr.  Osborne,  and  Thomas  Wandell  gave  the 
following  testimony  in  behalf  of  the  defendant ;  that  for  the 
plaintiff  has  been  substantially  anticipated  : 

Burger  sayeth  that  Bronck  mowed  the  meadow  on  the  Neck  about 
40  years  ago,  three  times  ;  and  made  a  bridge,  and  put  their  cattle  there. 

Hunt,  8enr.  had  knowledge  of  the  land  in  Gov.  Kieft's  time,  and  saw 
fences  of  Bronck^s  land  standing  on  the  east  side  of  the  creek  ;  and  a 
bridge  went  over  it,  and  the  land  was  generally  called  by  the  name  of 
Bronck^s  land,  and  that  Stone  Island  is  a  new  name. 

*  The  Hopper  Family,  of  this  country  and  of  good  Holland  antecedents, 
are  desc.  of  Andties  Happen,  who  with  his  w.  Geertie  Hendricks  emigrated 
hither  in  1653.  He  was  enrolled  in  1653  in  the  burgher  corps  at  New  Am- 
sterdam, and  granted  the  small  burgher  right  in  1657,  when  he  owned  coo* 
siderable  property  in  the  city  ;  but  this  honor  be  survived  httle  more  than  a 
year.  Having  agreed  with  Jacob  Stol  for  the  purchase  of  Bronck's  land,  and 
made  a  payment  on  it,  he  and  Stol  both  d.  before  the  deed  passed.  The 
two  widows  concluded  the  transfer.  In  view  of  her  m.  with  Van  Tright, 
which  took  place  in  May,  1660,  Mrs.  Hopper  secured  to  each  of  her  four 
chn.  the  sum  cf  200  gl.  These  were  Catharine,  b.  1652,  who  m.  Frederick 
Thomasz,  of  N.  Y.;  William,  b.  1654,  m.  Minne,  dr.  of  Jurck  Paul  us ; 
Henry,  b.  1656,  m.  Maria,  dr.  of  John  Van  Blarkum  ;  and  Matthcw-Adol- 
phus,  b.  165S,  who  m.  Anna,  dr.  of  Jurck  Paul  us.  Part  of  this  family 
settled  at  Bloomingdale,  part  in  Bergen  Co.;  and  from  the  former  came 
YclHs  Hopper,  of  Hoorn's  Hook,  gd-fa.  of  Mrs.  Wm.  H.  Colwell.  of  H. 
And  the  author,  making  his  home  in  Jersey  City  while  passing  his  work 
through  the  press,  has  prepared  this  brief  note  under  the  roavoralty  of  an 
estimable  desc.  of  Andries  Hopper,  the  old  New  Amsterdam  buigfaier  ;  we 
refer,  as  is  obvious,  to  the  Hon.  Henry  J.  Hopper. 
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Hwit,  Junr.y  that  when  Col.  Morris'  brother  came,  a  report  was  tha^  he 
had  got  the  land  as  far  as  Bronck^s  river ;  and  meeting  with  Daniel 
Toumeur,  father  to  the  plaintiff,  he  told  him  thereof  ;  and  in  discourse 
the  said  Tourneur  showed  him  the  bounds  of  Bronck's  land,  and  that 
the  land  in  controversy  was  contained  therein  ;  that  till  the  time  of  the 
Dutch  govrernor  Colve,  the  same  was  a  firm,  entire  neck,  and  horses  and 
carts  could  go  over,  when  a  ditch  was  made  ;  and  that  he  never  knew  it 
to  be  called  Stone  Island,  and  that  the  defendant's  land  comes  to  the 
Ea»t  River  only  in  that  place. 

Webley  understanding  that  some  Harlem  men  had  been  on  the  land  to 
mow  the  meadow,  he  forewarns  them  ;  they  went  away.  Next  year  the 
place  being  taken  by  the  Dutch,  Tourneur  hired  one  to  make  a  ditch 
round  the  meadow,  etc.  In  discourse  after,  with  Tourneur,  in  presence 
of  Capt.  NicoUs  and  Capt.  Knapton,  the  draft  being  shown,  they 
agreed  ;  and  the  defendant  thereon  procured  a  patent  for  it. 

Ai'cher  sayeth  that  long  time  since,  the  town  pretending  want  of 
meadow,  obtained  liberty  of  Stuyvesant  to  mow,  until  the  owners 
appeared  to  forewarn  them,  and  when  Col.  Nicolls  came,  they  underhand 
got  a  patent  of  him,  and  had  none  before,  but  hired  land  of  the  Indians.'*' 

Oibome  sayeth  he  was  overseer  on  Col.  Morrises  land  ;  the  plaintiffs  by 
Capt.  Morris's  leave  mowed  there  at  halves,  and  afterwards  were  by 
him  discharged,  and  that  the  meadow  was  then  fast  and  tirm,  without 
any  ditch. 

Wanddl^  the  same. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  decision  : 

At  a  Oeneral  Court  of  A89iuB\\^\di  in  Neto  Torh,  beginning  the  3d  and 
ending  the  6th  day  of  October,  1688. 

Daniel  Tourneur,  Pltf. 

Col.  Lewis  Morris,  Deft. 

Upon  an  Action  brought  into  this  Court  by  the  Plaintiff  against  the 
Deft,  for  being  ejected,  expelled,  and  from  his  quiet  possession  removed 
out  of  his  lot  of  land  lying  on  a  certain  piece  of  ground  called  Stony 
Island,  which  the  Deft,  alleged  to  be  within  his  purchase  as  belonging 
to  the  land  bought  by  his  brother,  of  Samuel  Edsall,  on  his  behalf  ;  the 
Case  having  been  fully  heard  and  debated,  and  witnesses  on  both  parts 
produced,  the  Jury  brought  in  their  Verdict  in  writing  :  We  find  for  the 
Piaint\jf^  toith  Costs  of  Suit ;  and  the  Court  gave  their  Judgment  accord- 
ingly. The  Defendant  petitioning  tl>e  Court  for  a  review  of  his  case, 
and  desiring  that  the  Jury  may  be  of  the  neighl>orhood,  it  was  Ordered^ 
that  Col.  Lewis  Morrb  have  a  review  or  a  hearing  at  the  next  General 
Court  of  Assizes,  and  that  there  be  a  Jury  appointed,  the  one  half  where- 
of is  to  be  of  this  City  of  New  York,  and  the  other  half  from  Long  Isl- 
and, to  view  the  said  Land,  and  to  have  the  patent  of  Arent  van  Curler 
along  with  them. 

By  order  of  the  Governor  and  Court  of  Assizes, 

J.  Spraoob,  Secretary. 

*  Archer's  unfriendly  thrust  at  the  Harlem  people  regarding  their 
patent,  and  to  be  readily  accounted  for,  cannot  impair  his  direct  statement, 
that  they  had  no  patent  prior  to  that  of  Gov.  Nicolls.  Thus  the  position 
taken  on  page  319,  that  Harlem  had  no  general  patent  under  the  Dutch,  is 
sustained. 
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Again  this  matter  hnng  in  suspense.  By  having  it  submitled 
to  a  jury  '*  of  the  neighborhood/'  the  defendant  hoped  to  gain. 
a  verdict  in  his  favor,  but  to  this  the  Court  would  not  consent 
As  it  stood,  the  prospects  were  not  very  flattering  for  a  reversal 
of  the  decision  given  and  sustained  in  three  several  courts.* 

Other  matters  wei-e  pending  of  great  import,  touching  the 
public  interests.  The  General  Assembly  met  on  Oct.  17th,  and 
the  next  day  that  august  body,  the  Town  Court,  also  sat  as 
usual  for  the  discharge  of  business.  '^  To  prevent  as  much  as 
possible  all  accidents  by  fire,  which  may  God  avert'* — so  reads 
the  minutes  of  the  latter  body— an  ordinance  of  Sept.  6th,  1677, 
was  re-enacted,  to  wit :  "  That  every  one  shall  bring  his  com- 
post heap  and  refuse  straw  within  his  inclosurc,  and  not  throw 
them  into  the  street."  A  disastrous  fire  tlie  next  spring 
showed  that  human  foresight  could  not  always  prevent  such 
calamities.  On  the  day  the  General  Assembly  performed  its 
crowning  act,  the  town  magistrates  and  clerk  were  busy  with 
Robert  Hudson,  of  Westchester,  concluding  a  settlement  respect- 
ing a  horse  which  Hudson  had  attached  in  the  hands  of  Jan 
Dyckman  a  full  year  before.  Hudson  sold  the'horse  to  Resolved 
Waldron,  paying  the  costs  of  keeping  and  clerk  fees,  which 
amounted  to  **  £1  :  11  : 0,  or  62  guilders." 

The  General  Assembly,  in  session  within  the  walls  of  Fort 
James,  were  framing  a  Charter  of  Liberties  for  the  province, 
which  being  adopted  on  the  30th  of  October,  1683,  was  pub- 
lished on  the  3l8t,  with  great  acclamation.  It  provided  for  sim- 
ilar assemblies,  to  meet  as  often  as  every  three  years  ;  admitted 

*  As  a  precedent  for  modern  courts  we  copy  *'  A  Bill  of  Court  Charges  at 
the  Assizes  16S3 ;  Daniel  Tourneur,  Pit.,  Col.  Lewis  Morris,  Deft, 


The  special  warrant  of  summons £q  :  12 

The  entry  for  trial , 5 

Filing  the  Declaration 2 

Copy 3 

Filing  the  Answer 2 

Copy 3 

The  High  Sheriff's  fees 12 

The  Cryer  and  Marshall 3 

Seven  witnesses  sworn  in  Court 14 

To  the  Cr3'er  for  swearing  them 4 

The  Charges  to  the  Publick i:    o 

The  Judgment  of  Court 10' 

The  Copy 2 
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&t^  people,  with  some  limitations,  to  a  voice  in  legislation,  by 
tbeit-  representatives ;  declared  entire  freedom  of  conscience 
and  religion  to  all  professing  faith  in  Ood  by  Jesus  Christ ; 
and  forbade  any  tax,  assessment,  or  impost  being  laid  upon 
any  of  His  Majesty's  subjects,  or  their  estates,  '^  but  by  the  act 
and  consent  of  the  Governor,  Council,  and  Representatives  of 
the  People,  in  General  Assembly." 

By  anotlier  act,  the  province  was  divided  into  shires  and 
counties,  in  place  of  the  ridings  ;  the  city  and  county  of  New 
York  to  embrace,  beside  Manhattan  Island,  also  Manning's,  or 
Blackwell's  Island,  and  the  two  Bame  Islands. 

Another  act  reorganized  or  erected  Courts  of  Justice  :  the 
Town  Court,  the  County  Court,  or  Court  of  Sessions,  a  Gen- 
eral Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  and  a  Court  of  Chancery. 
The  town  court  was  to  be  composed  of  three  "  Commissioners,'' 
chosen  by  the  freeholders,  and  to  be  called  the  "Commis- 
sioners' Court ;"  having  power  to  hear  and  determine  small 
causes  to  the  value  of  forty  shillings.  This  law,  passed  on  the 
1st  of  November,  was  of  special  advantage  to  Harlem,  as  against 
the  assumptions  of  the  city  government. 

The  city  authorities  were  aiming  to  secure  enlarged  preroga- 
tives, and  were  now  in  conference  with  the  Governor  upon  this 
subject ;  but  passing  over  details  which  have  no  place  here,  it 
is  sufficient  to  say  that  a  check  was  put  upon  their  aspirations. 
To  the  first  proposition  submitted  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,' 
Nov.  dth,  viz.,  "  That  all  the  Inhabitants  on  the  Island 
Manhattans  are  under  the  government  of  the  City  of  New  York," 
the  Council  took  exception.  They  regard  it  but  '^  reasonable 
that  the  Town  of  Harlem  shall  have  liberty  to  determine  all 
matters  that  come  before  them  under  forty  shillings  at  their 
own  Town  Court."  Whereupon  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  has- 
tenod  to  explain  thus :  **  The  Toion  of  Harlem  is  a  village 
within  and  belonging  to  this  City  and  Corporation,  and  for  the 
more  easy  administration  and  dispatch  of  Justice,  officers  have 
been  annually  appointed  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  to  hold 
Courts  and  determine  matters  not  exceeding  40s.,  both  at  Bar- 
leni  and  the  Bowery,  and  shall  do  the  like  for  the  future." 

The  Out  Ward,  one  of  the  six  wards  into  which  the  city,  pur- 
suant to  a  resolution  of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  of  Dec. 
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8th,  was  now  divided,  embraced  "  the  town  of  Harlem,  with 
all  the  Farms,  Plantations,  and  Settlements  on  this  Island  Man- 
hattans, from  the  north  side  of  the  Fresh  Water.''  It  was  to  be 
subdivided  into  the  Bowery  and  Harlern  Divisions.  The  sepa- 
rating line  between  these  two  divisions,  as  by  a  resolve  of  Dec 
10th,. was  to  "  continue  as  formerly  at  the  Sawmill  Creek,"  and 
each  division  was  to  have  its  local  court ;  the  people  to  nomi- 
nate a  double  number  of  persons  fit  to  be  commissioners,  and  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  to  make  the  appointments. 

Harlem,  upon  being  notified,  made  its  nomination  ;  and  on 
Dec.  18th  **  John  Di/ckman,  John  Nagely  and  Arent  Harmans 
were  appointed  Commissioners  for  the  Harlem  Division,  in  the 
Out  Ward,"  and  took  the  oath  of  office.  Resolved  Waldron 
was  named  Assessor,  and  Daniel  Tourneur  Constable  and  Col- 
lector. William  Cox,  chosen  Alderman  for  the  said  ward,  soon 
secured  a  freehold  here,  as  part  owner  of  the  Saw-kill  farm,  a 
fact  already  noticed.  The  militia  was  organized  the  next  year, 
when  the  inhabitants  of  the  Out  Ward  capable  of  bearing  arms 
were  formed  into  a  company,  under  Capt.  Nicholas  William  Stuy- 
vesanty  with  Daniel  Tonrneur  as  lieutenant,  and  Adriaeu  Cor- 
nelisz  van  ScJuiack  as  ensign. 

Nothing  much  happened  till  the  meeting  of  the  new  court. 
Resolved  Waldron  and  Johannes  Vermilye,  the  guardians  of 
Cornelia  Viervant,  offered  at  auction,  Jan.  16th,  1684,  a  horse 
left  by  her  late  father,  but  did  not  succeed  in  selling  it,  only 
37  gl.  being  bid.  It  was  afterward  bought  for  120  gl.  by  Jan 
Postmael  (the  Post  ancestor),  who  at  the  same  time,  March  3d, 
hii-ed  3  cows  left  by  Viervant,  for  six  years,  for  half  the  in- 
crease.* 

*CoRNELis  Arents  Viervant  was  a  native  of  Lexmont,  in  the  Land 
of  Vianen,  Utrecht.  He  m.  at  Kingston  in  i668,  Jeanne  le  Sueur,  sr.  of 
Frangois,  i^  J^t»%irr  anc,  and  d.  at  Fordham,  in  1675,  ieaving  an  only  ch. 
Cornelia.  ^  ^tic  m.  William  Innis,  of  Kingston,,  a  son,  we  suspect,  of  Rev. 
Alexander  Innis,  chaplain  at  N.  Y.,  in  1686.  William  Innis  had  chn. 
Alexander,  b.  1694,  Cornelius,  1696,  etc.     Desc.  are  yet  found. 

Jan  Jansen  Postmael,  whose  chn.  shortened  the  name  to  Post^  came 
from  IJarlingen,  in  Friesland,  and  lived  some  years  in  N.  Y.,  where  be 
seems  to  have  gotten  his  surname,  from  being  employed  as  mail-carrier ;  a 
family  legend  gives  it  this  origin,  but  names  no  place.  Hem.  Jeanne,  dr. 
of  Fran9ois  le  Sueur  aforesaid,  and  leased  Laurens  Jansen's  larm  at  H., 
A  pi.  23.  1679,  but  the  lease  was  cancelled  July  3,  under  a  new  agreement. 
Removing  about  1684  to  Kingston,  there  he  d.  a  few  years  later.  His  chn. 
were  Jan,  b.  16S0,  Abraham,  1682,  Anna  Catrina,  1684,  Elsie»  1686,  Anthony, 
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On  Feb.  8th  the  Constable  and  Commissioners,  Dyekman  as 
PresidetU,  held  their  first  court.  The  old  officers  were  also 
present.  It  was  resolved  to  take  np  and  examine  the  town  ac- 
counts, both  debits  and  credits,  and  to  transfer  them  to  a  new 
book,  "  as  the  old  book  C  is  written  full."  Adolph  Meyer  ^mS^ 
Resolved  Waldron  were  chosen  inspectors  of  chimneys  and  fire- 
wardens ;  and  Barent  Waldron  and  Isaac  Delamater^  surveyors 
of  the  common  fences.  These  fences  were  ordered  to  be  repaired 
and  made  of  four  split  rails  ;  good  and  suitable.  liarent  Wal- 
dron, on  his  request,  was  voted  a  deed  for  Moertje  Davids 
Meadow,  which  he  had  jjurchased  four  years  previous.  The 
deed  was  duly  passed  by  the  Commissioners,  April  8th,  1684. 

On  Feb.  21st,  Jan  Dyekman  and  Arent  Hmrmans  Bussing, 
**  deacons  of  the  Christian  congregation  of  New  Harlem,"  were 
called  to  visit  the  aged  Gabriel  Carbosie,  whom  finding  in  bed 
sick  at  the  house  of  Jan  Louwe  Bogert,  they  first  ^'  instructed 
as  far  as  practicable,  with  words  of  comfort  *'  To  an  inquiry 
as  to  the  disposal  of  his  effects,  '^  in  case  Ood  should  with  this 
sickness  take  him  out  of  this  world  " — for  his  wife  Brieta  had 
gone  before  him — he  answered  **  that  he  should  leave  his  goods 
to  those  who  had  been  kind  to  him ;"  evidently  the  Bogerts. 
Soon  after,  he  passed  awa»  /'and  on  March  3d  the  deacons 
made  a  record  of  what  wasi  aid  at  this  interview,  for  the  benefit 
of  those  interested. 

Near  this  time  also,  "John  Archer,  Lord  Proprietor  of  the 
Manor  of  Fordham,"  met  with  a  *' sudden  and  unexpected 
death."  His  son,  John  Archer,  Jun.,  by  this  event  "become 
a  poor  orphan,  void  and  destitute  of  all  support,''  as  he  him- 
self alleged,  applied  to  the  Council,  on  Mwch  1st,  to  appoint 
administrator's  upon  his  father's  estate.     A  similar  application 

i688.  His  wid.  m.  Thomas  Innis.  Anna  C.  Post  m.  Jan  Pearson.  Jan 
Post,  for  so  he  was  called,  was  b.  at  H,,  and  married  at  Kingston,  1702, 
Cornelia,  dr.  of  Martin  Isselsteyn  ;  he  has  desc.  in  Ulster  co.  Abraham 
returned  to  H.,  and  in  1701,  then  calling  himself  Postmael,  became  farmer 
for  Capt.  Jacob  De  Key.  In  1709,  as  witness  in  a  suit  to  which  De  Key 
ivas  a  party,  he  is  called  Post.  He  was  no  doubt  anc.  to  the  Post  family 
ffiven  in  Bolton's  IVesichester^  ii,  537.  He  had,  however,  a  son  Hendrick 
Post,  who  m.  1737,  Rebecca,  dr.  of  Jan  Nagel,  of  Kingsbridge,  and  d.  before 
1786,  his  chn.  l>eing  John,  Abraham,  Hendrick,  Elizabeth,  and  Lena.  One 
of  his  drs.  m.  Henry  Tison,  who  with  John  and  Hendrick  Post,  came  into 
possession  of  the  Nagel  lands  at  Kingsbridge,  on  the  d.  of  their  uncle 
WiUtam  Nagel,  in  i8u8. 
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was  made  by  Cornells  Steenwyck,  to  whom  Archer  was  Indebted 
£993  :  I89  secured  by  mortgage  on  the  manor ;  and  appraisers 
were  appointed,  one  o£  whom  was  Daniel  Toumear. 

On  March  11th,  in  the  evening,  the  village  was  alarmed  by 
the  cry  of  fire.  It  proved  to  be  Jan  Nagel's  bam  ;  which  was 
not  only  burnt  to  the  ground,  but  with  it  12  head  of  cattle,  in- 
cluding 7  milch  cows.  It  was  found  to  have  been  set  on  fire  by 
his  own  negro,  who  then  ran  away,  and  was  discovered  next 
morning  '' hanging  to  a  tree  at  the  Little  Hill  by  the  com- 
mon/' A  letter  was  sent  to  tl\e  Mayor  and  Court  asking  what 
they  should  do  with  the  body  ;  to  which,  on  the  14th,  came  an 
answer  to  hang  it  on  a  gibbet,  in  any  place  they  thought  proper. 
But  the  magistrates  and  community,  fearing  the  effect  of  such  a 
spectacle  upon  '^  their  children,  who  are  in  the  habit  of  going 
daily  to  the  fields  and  woods,  and  who  might  be  terrified  there- 
by," cut  the  body  down,  and  burnt  it  to  ashes.  No  pen  has 
revealed  the  incentive  to  actions  so  desperate,  on  the  part  of  the 
poor  bondman,  by  which  we  may  judge  of  this  particular  case. 
But  the  chains  of  slavery  were  sufficiently  galling  even  then  and 
there ;  and  the  wonder  is  that  the  free  spirit  of  the  native 
African,  chafing  under  an  involuntary  servitude,  did  not  oftener 
avenge  itself.  Another  case  occurred,  within  a  year,  on  Col. 
Morris's  plantation.  His  slave  Cuffy,  being  guilty  of  arson,  was 
hung  and  buried,  but  afterward  disinterred  and  placed  in  gib- 
bets. 

The  first  direct  step  toward  tlie  renewal  or  confirmation  of  the 
town  patent  by  Governor  Dongan  was  taken  at  a  Council  held  on 
March  31st,  of  this  year,  by  the  passage  of  an  order  "  that  the 
Inhabitants  of  Harlem  bring  in  their  Patente  and  Indian 
Deeds  on  Thursday."  As  for  Indian  Deeds,  the  tewn  of  Har- 
lem had  none  ;  but  this  was  the  form  in  which  the  order  went 
forth  to  the  several  towns.  The  *' patents"  were  delivered  to 
the  Council,  April  19th,  by  Mr.  Jacobus  Van  Cortlandt,  who,  in 
behalf  of  the  inhabitants,  proceeded  *  **  te  treat  about  Quit 
Bent ;"  to  secure  which  was  the  object  had  in  view  by  the  gov- 
ernment in  calling  for  the  old  patents.  A  year  or  more  later 
this  negotiation  ripened  into  a  formal  demand  upon  the  .free- 
holders "  to  make  up  the  quit  rent  for  the  Heer  Governor.'' 

An  event  locally  interesting  was  Comelis  Jansen's  removal  to 
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his  land  on  Montague's  Flat,  since  known  as  the  Nutter  Farm. 
On  April  30th,  1684,  he  engaged  Adrianus  Westerhout  to  build 
him  a  house  there,  22  by  36  feet,  to  be  ready  in  six  weeks,  or  at 
farthest  by  the  20th  of  June  ;  for  which  he  agreed  to  pay  "  800 
guilders  in  fat  cattle,  wheat  and  rye  ;"  the  cattle  to  be  delivered 
on  All  Saints'  Day,  and  the  grain  the  next  January.  Here  Jan- 
sen  established  the  famous  tavern  and  stopping-place,  ''  com- 
monly called  the  Half- Way  House,"  and  which  continued  to  be 
kept  after  his  death  in  1689,  by  his  widow.  It  stood  on  the 
west  side  of  Harlem  Lane,  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  about  109th 
Street.  A  little  above  this  site,  Valentine  Nutter,  on  getting 
possession  of  the  Kortright  farm  after  the  Eevolution,  built  a 
new  residence,  which  remained  till  swept  away  by  the  opening  of 
6th  Avenue,  on  which  it  stood,  its  north  comer  touching  110th 
Street. 

Mowing-time  was  again  at  hand,  and  Daniel  Toumeur  pe- 
titioned the  Council,  July  9th,  that  whereas  the  review  of  the 
case  between  him  and  Col.  Morris  could  not  take  place  before 
the  Court  of  Assize,  since  that  court  had  been  '^  wholly  taken 
away,  and  other  courts  constituted,"  he  might  be  secured  in 
his  possession  by  a  "writ  of  habere  facias  possessionem.''^  But 
Col.  Morris,  being  present  as  a  member  of  the  Council,  "  de- 
sired a  writ  of  error,  which  was  granted."  The  old  Crom- 
wellian  officer,  though  his  fighting  principles  had  yielded  to  the 
pacific  tenets  of  the  Quaker,  had  thus  far  proved  himself  so  good 
a  tactician  as  to  maintain  his  ground  against  every  attempt  to 
dislodge  him.  But  emboldened  by  success,  he  now  determined, 
if  possible,  to  force  the  case  to  an  issue  before  the  Court  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer  in  his  own  county,  where  he  might  have 
the  advantage  of  his  opponent ;  and  thereupon  petitioned  as  fol- 
lows : 

To  the  Hon.  Col.  Thomas  Dongan,  Lieutenant  and  Govemor-Oeneral, 
etc.  etc. 

The  Petition  of  Lewis  Morris,  the  elder,  commonly  called  Colonel 
Lewis  Morris,  Sheweth:  That  at  a  General  Court  of  Assizes  held  in  New 
York,  beginning  the  3d  and  ending  the  6th  day  of  October,  1688,  an 
Action  was  conunenced  against  your  Petitioner  by  Daniel  Toumeur  for 
being  ejected,  expelled,  and  from  his  quiet  possession  removed  out  of 
his  lot  of  land  lying  on  a  certain  piece  of  ground  called  Stony  Island  ; 
where  on  trial  the  Jury  found  for  the  Plaintiff  with  costs  of  suit,  and 
the  Court  gave  Judgment  accordingly  ;  whereupon  your  Petitioner,  ao- 
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cording  to  the  usual  custom  and  practice  of  that  Court,  ])etitioned  for  a 
Review  of  his  Case,  and  that  the  Jury  might  be  of  the  neighborhood,  to 
view  the  land  in  controversy ;  which  was  ordered  accordingly  to  be 
done  at  the  next  General  Court  of  Assizes,  since  which  said  General 
Court  of  Assizes  is  made  void  and  null,  and  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer 
appointed  in  each  County,  for  the  trial  of  causes  of  this  nature.  Your 
Petitioner  not  being  willing  that  the  difference  between  him  and  the  said 
Toumeur  should  be  longer  delayed,  but  that  some  speedy  issue  may  be 
put  to  the  same,  humbly  prays  your  Honor  that  the  said  Daniel  Tourneur 
may  be  ordered  to  commence  his  action  at  the  next  Court  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  to  be  holden  in  the  County  where  the  land  in  controversy 
lyeth,  that  the  same  may  be  reviewed  and  reheard,  and  a  Jury  of  the 
neighborhood,  who  shall  view  the  said  land,  to  pass  thereupon,  etc. 
And  your  Petitioner  shall  pray,  etc.  Lewis  Morris. 

In  acting  npon  this  petition,  Morris's  plan  was  again  amended 
as  to  having  **  a  jury  of  the  neighborhood  ;'*  bnt  caro  was  taken 
to  secure  a  fair  and  impartial  hearing.     The  record  reads  : 

At  a  Council  held  at  Fort  James,  the  18th  September,  lB84  ;  Present, 
The  Governor,  etc. 

This  Petition  being  read,  the  two  Judges,  Capt.  Matthias  Nicolls  and 
Capt.  John  Palmer,  were  consulted,  who  gave  their  advice,  and  it  was 
ordered  by  the  Governor  and  Council  that  a  Special  Commission  be  ffiven 
to  the  Judges,  and  to  Mr.  Cortlandt,  Mr.  Pell,  Jacques  Cortilieu, 
Justices  ;  and  a  particular  writ  be  sent  to  the  Sheriff  of  New  York,  and 
another  to  the  Sheriff  of  Queens  County,  one  to  return  twelve  men  and 
the  other  twelve  more,  for  a  Jury  in  the  Action  between  Col.  Lewis  Morris 
and  Daniel  Toumeur,  the  Cause  to  be  tried  at  New  York,  to  begin  on 
the  6th  of  October  next  ensuing  ;  the  Jury  is  to  view  the  land,  and  the 
trial  is  nut  to  continue  above  six  days  ;  and  it  is  farther  ordered  that 
Col.  Lewis  Morris  is  to  be  at  the  charges  of  the  Review. 

Twenty-two  days  only  were  to  intervene  before  the  meeting  of 
this  Court,  and  as  the  Council  did  not  revoke  the  order,  no 
doubt  it  met  accordingly,  though  its  minutes,  we  regret  to  say, 
have  not  been  found.  But  from  several  considerations,  we 
infer  that  it  changed  nothing.  The  New  York  Court  of  Rec- 
ord of  July  6th,  1680,  had  found  for  the  plaintiffs,  so  had  the 
Jamaica  Sessions  of  June  13th,  1683,  and  then  the  Court  of  As- 
size of  Oct.  3d  ensuing.  This  last  allowed  a  rehearing,  be- 
cause that  was  **  the  usual  custom  and  practice  of  that  Court" 
But  no  change  in  the  status  had  occurred  to  warrant  any  re- 
verse of  judgment.  It  was  a  simple  question  of  fact  These 
courts  had  assumed  that  when  Stuyvesant  granted  these  mead- 
ows, he  acted  from  the  knowledge  that  no  one  else  had  a 
prior  title.      After  the  last  hearing,  to  wit,  on  November  24th, 
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1684,  Col.  Morris  paid  to  Secretary  Spragge  the  amount  of  the 
bill  given  on  page  434,  as  we  find  by  an  indorsement  thereon. 
And  the  Tourneurs  appear  to  have  remained  in  possession.  Sec 
page  426.  As  a  piece  of  early  litigation,  this  case  is  interesting ; 
but  it  assumes  real  importance  as  evidence  of  the  high  respect 
with  which  the  early  English  courts  regarded  Stuyvesant's 
official  acts,  touching  landed  interests.  His  grants  were  not  to 
be  lightly  set  aside.  And  if  this  view  obtained  at  a  date  the 
taiost  favorable  for  knowing  the  real  merits  of  such  cases,  how 
wise  the  reticence  of  modern  courts  to  meddle  with  questions 
of  title  reaching  back  into  times  so  remote  ! 

Toumeur,  now  Lieutenant  of  the  Oiit  Ward  Militia,  under 
the  Governor's  commission  of  the  10th  of  September,  was  suc- 
ceeded as  constable  of  the  Harlem  Division  by  Adolph  Meyer, 
who  was  appointed  Oct.  13th,  and  took  the  oath  of  office  the 
18th  of  November. 

Vander  Vin,  the  venerable  secretary  and  voorleser,  who  had 
$erved  the  town  so  long  and  faithfully,  and  exhibited  much  wis- 
dom  and  ability  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  now  entered  into 
rest,  having  reached  his  seventieth  year.  As  he  lives  in  the 
woric  of  his  pen,  Vander  Vin  shows  his  culture,  and  incidentally 
his  knowledge  of  Latin  and  Spanish.  He  was  remarkable  for 
his  accuracy,  very  methodical  and  precise  in  small  as  well  as 
greater  matters.  Clerk  of  the  Court,  both  dmfter  and  registrar 
of  deeds,  wills  and  contracts,  accountant  for  the  town  and 
church,  all  these  added  to  his  specific  duties  as  voorleser  and 
schoolmaster,  it  is  amusing  to  find  minuted  in  his  clear,  neat 
hand,  "  Set  hen  to  brood,  15th  July,  1675."  He  left  no  fam- 
ily, and  his  wife  had  died  within  a  few  years ;  therefore,  on 
Jan.  28th,  1685,  the  Mayor's  Court  passed  an  order,  '^  That 
Daniel  Tourneur  and  Cornelis  Jansen  do  appraise  the  estate  of 
Hendrick  Jansen  Vander  Vin,  deceased  ;  and  that  the  same  bo 
disposed  of  by  Resolved  Waldron  and  Johannes  Vermelje,  to 
satisfy  his  funeral  charges  and  debts ;  and  to  make  report 
thereof  to  this  Court.*' 

On  the  same  date  Joost  Oblinus,  Johannes  Vermelje,  and 
Jan  Delamater  were  **  appointed  and  sworn  Commissioners  for 
Harlem,  for  the  year  ensuing;"  and  Jan  Tibout,  by  birth  a 
Fleming,  and  late  schoolmaster  at  Flatbush,  was  made  Clerk 
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for  the  same  term.  Tibout  bad  entered  upon  his  duties  Jan. 
20th,  at  a  salary  oiE  300  gl. ;  he  and  his  family  to  occupy  **  the 
town's  house."* 

Barent  Waldron,  soon  to  marry,  prepared  to  occupy  his  land, 
being  two  of  the  New  Lots  purchased  by  him  Nov.  21st,  1677, 
the  one  No.  9,  from  Capt.  James  Carteret,  "  for  277  lbs.  of 
beef,*'  and  the  other.  No.  10,  from  Pieter  Jansen  Bogert,  "  for 

*  Jan  Tibout  wm  b.  at  Bruges  (sec  p.  76),  and  aficr  emigrating  lived  for 
a  short  time  at  Fort  Castmer,  on  the  Delaware,  where  he  was  in  1656,  and 
whence  coming,  he  and  his  w.,  Sarah  vander  Vlucht,  joined  the  chh.  at 
New  Amsterdam  in  January,  1660.  There  and  at  Flatbush  (save  while  at 
Bergen,  where  he  was  court  messenger  in  1662,  and  took  the  oath  of  allegi- 
ance to  the  English,  Nov.  20,  1665),  he  spent  most  of  the  ensuing  years  till 
he  came  to  H.  He  was  voorleser  here  from  1685  till  1690,  when  for  a  year 
Guiliaem  Bertholf  took  his  place,  but  resuming  his  office  in  1691,  he  served 
yet  six  years,  and  probably  till  Adrian  Vermeule  was  employed  in  1699. 
Thence,  and  at  least  till  1709,  he  held  the  same  office  at  Bushwick.  He 
m.,  in  1687,  the  wid.  of  Glaude  Delamater,  and  on  her  erf  right  drew  Lot 
13  on  Jochem  Pieters  Hills,  which  was  sold  to  Jan  Dyckman.  Of  his  dozen 
chn.  we  give  only  such  as  appear  to  have  reached  maturity  (with  the  reser- 
vation hereafter  made  as  to  the  first),  viz.,  Marcus,  Theunis,  Johannes, 
Andries,  Jacomina,  who  m.  Reyer  Michielsen,  and  Jannetie,  who  m.  Hen- 
drick  van* Oblinus.  Andries  Tibout  ra.  Maria  De  Grave,  settled  at  Hacken- 
sack  ;  had  chn.,  Johannes,  Peter,  Andries.  Jacobus,  Jacomina,  and  Annetie. 
He  d.  in  1704,  and  his  wid.  m.  Albert  Terhune.  Johannes  Tibout.  son  of 
Jan,  was  a  turner;  m.  Teuntie  vaii  Rommen ;  was  a. zealous  Leislerian 
soldier,  1689 ;  made  a  freeman  at  N.  Y.,  1699,  then  alderman,  and  d.  chless. 
Tune  29, 1728,  leaving  his  property  after  his  wife's  d.  to  his  brs.  and  srs. 
rheunis  Tibout,  b.  in  N.  Y.,  1663,  m.,  1690,  Mary,  dr.  of  Hcndrick  Vande- 
water.  was  a  carpenter ;  made  freeman  at  N.  Y.,  1698 ;  proposed,  1712,  to 
erect  a  horsemill  in  the  city,  *'  never  before  seen  in  these  parts  ^  had  eight 
chn.,  and  d.  July  27,  1754,36.  90  yrs.  His  will  was  dated  Nov.  8,  1753. 
His  dr.,  Saf-aA,  b.  1692,  m.  Jan  Ewouts ;  he  also  had  sons,  whence  the 
Tiebouts  of  New  York,  viz.,  Hendrick,  b.  1694,  m.  1720.  Elizabeth  Burger; 
Johannes,  b.  1696,  m.  1719.  Maria  van  Deventer ;  Theunis,  b.  1705,  m.  1729, 
Margaret  Drinkwater,  and  Albertus,  b.  1708,  who  m.  1728,  Cornelia  Bogen, 
and  was  a  captain  in  the  old  French  war.  Johannes,  a  blockmaker,  living 
in  N.  Y.  Jan.  2, 1763,  when  with  his  sr.,  Sarah,  he  sold  some  property  of  his 
late  fa.,  d.  Sept.  12, 1773. 

Marcus  Tiebaut,  as  he  wrote  his  name,  was  b.  at  Ghent,  Flanders,  and 
was  probably  a  son  of  the  voorleser ;  for  though  nowhere  so  called,  he  was 
also  a  Fleming;  lived  at  H.  before,  as  well  as  after,  his  marriage,  and  acted 
as  town  clerk  after  Vermeule,  as  would  appear  from  records  of  1710,  written 
by  him.  Marcus  m.  May  29,  1698.  Aefie.  wid.  of  Jonas  Lewis,  and  dr.  of 
Cornelis  Jansen.  and  in  1713  was  '*  in  possession*'  of  a  house  and  lot  on 
the  north  side  of  the  Church  Lane,  next  but  one  west  of  the  kerk  erf,  which 
no  doubt  came  from  John  van  Oblinus,  and  went  to  John  Lewis,  from  whom 
it  passed,  in  1748,  to  Dr.  Josiah  Paterson.  Marcus  bought  from  Caspar 
Mabie,  Mar.  26,  1700,  a  dwelling,  with  its  lot,  which  had  formed  Nos.  5,  d, 
of  Daniel  Tourneur's  out-gardens.  Here  Marcus  lived  after  John  Lewis 
m.  in  1713,  but  dying  in  1714.  without  chn.,  so  far  as  appears,.his  wid.  sold 
it  the  next  year  to  John  van  Oblinus,  the  trusty  friend  of  Marcus,  and  also 
his  kinsman,  if  we  are  right  as.  to  the  latter's  parentage. 
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one  heifer  of  three  years  old."  Waldron  now  bargained  with 
the  magistrates  for  a  house  lot  ''on  the  north  side  of  Pieter 
Janaen" — that  is,  lying  at  the  west  end  of  his  lot  No.  10, 
where  it  joined  the  highway,  and  for  which  he  was  to  pay  the 
town  after  two  years,  namely  in  January  1687,  "30  gl.  in 
cash,  and  a  gallon  of  rum.''  Soon  after  this  the  magistrates 
concluded  to  sell  the  "  piece  of  land  called  Oloudie's  Pointy  with 
a  hmise  lot  lying  between  the  swamp  and  the  King's  Way,  next 
to  the  house  lot  of  Barent  Waldron."  It  was  put  up  at  auction 
March  16th.  Johannes  Vermelje  offered  1200  gl.,  but  Resolved 
Waldron,  wanting  it  for  his  son  Barent,  bid  1500  gl.,  and  took 
it.  Security  was  given  for  the  payment,  which  was  to  be  made 
in  two  equal  instalments,  in  one  and  two  years.  Fifteen  years 
after— that  is,  on  March  7th,  1700— -Barent  got  a  deed  from  the 
town  for  this  property,  which  he  occupied  till  1740,  being  that 
since  known  as  the  Bussing  Point  Farm. 

While  the  process  had  thus  begun,  by  which  the  new  lands 
were  to  be  brought  under  the  plough,  or  otherwise  utilized,  sun- 
dry large  tracts  beyond  and  adjoining  the  patent  lines,  or  too 
near  to  be  matter  of  unconcern  to  the  Harlem  people,  were  be- 
ing eagerly  sought  for  and  taken  up.  On  the  North  River  side, 
settlement  pushing  out  from  the  city,  beyond  Sapokanikan,  or 
Greenwich,  to  the  region  already  called  Bloeviendael ;  here 
Theunis  Idens  van  Huyse,  appai^ntly  by  buying  up  the  title  to 
several  lesser  grants,  had  come  to  own  an  immense  tract,  460 
acres,  by  actual  survey,  which  extended  from  the  present  89th 
Street  to  107th  Street.  From  the  Hudson  it  ran  within  direct 
and  parallel  lines  into  the  woods,  nearly  220  rods,  touching  at 
its  easterly  corner  the  Harlem  patent  line.  Here  Theunis, 
after  toiling  hard  ^'  to  make  tillable  land  out  of  the  rough 
woods,'*  built  his  dwelling  and  bams,  and  set  out  an  orchard, 
for  a  lifelong  home. 

The  high  lands,  stretching  north  from  Van  Huyse's  line  to 
Hendrick  Bosch's  farm  at  Moertje  Davids  Fly  (and  which, 
being  sold  a  few  years  later  to  Jacob  De  Key,  became,  after  his 
time,  the  scats  of  the  De  Peysters  and  others,  and  on  portions 
of  which  stand  the  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  and  the  Leake  and 
Watts  Orphan  House),  were  yet  in  native  woods  ;  as  was  also 
the  case  with  the  greater  stretch  of  heights  and  hollows  which 
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reached  northerly  from  Harlem  Plains  to  Sherman's  Creek; 

but  here  the  plough  was  soon  to  begin  its  work,  in  an  Indian 

field,  near  the  present  Fort  Washington,  called  the  Great  Maize 

Land.*     Col.  Morris's   trusty .  friend,   William    Bickley,  had 

made  an  application,  July  9th,  1684,  for  a  parcel  of  vacant  land 

on  the  east  side  of  the  Harlem  Eiver,  which,  in  the  survey, 

made  by  Philip  Wells,  Aug.  10th,  1685,  is  described  as  : 

A  certain  neck  of  land — lying  upon  the  main,  and  joining  upon  Harlem 
River ;  beginning  at  a  certain  spring  or  run  of  water  to  the  south  of 
Crab  Island,  which  is  the  south-west  corner  of  the  land  of  John  Archer, 
and  runs  into  the  woods  by  his  line  east,  by  a  range  of  marked  trees, 
forty  chains,  to  a  marked  tree  by  a  small  run  of  water  which  is  the  west 
bounds  of  the  land  of  Daniel  Tourneur,  and  so  by  the  run  to  a  creek,! 
and  so  round  by  the  creek  to  Harlem  River,  and  then  by  the  Harlem 
River  to  the  said  small  spring  or  run  of  water  to  the  south  of  Crab 
Island  ;  the  whole  bounded  north  by  the  land  of  John  Archer,  east  hy  a 
run  of  water,  the  west  bounds  of  Daniel  Tourneur,  south  by  a  creek,  and 
west  by  Harlem  River  :  containing  in  all  one  hundred  and  eighty-four 
acres  and  a  half. 

After  an  opportunity  had  been  given  for  presenting  objec- 
tions, a  patent  issued  to  Bickley  May  13th,  1686.  Bickley  sold 
this  tract  June  25th,  1694,  to  Toumeur's  son-in-law,  Frederick 
De  Vaux,  whose  descendants  long  owned  it,  and  whence  it  was 
called  De  Voe's  Point.     HighbridgevilU  is  on  this  ti*act. 

*  The  May  or ^  Aldermen^  and  Commonalty^  of  the  city  of  New  York,  con- 
vey, July  2ist,  1701,  to  Jacob  De  Key,  of  the  said  city,  bolter,  for  ;f237,  "all 
that  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  situate,  lying,  and  being  on  the  Island 
Manhattans,  within  the  Out  Ward  of  the  city  of  New  York,  lying  on  the 
north  side  of  the  land  of  Teunis  Ides,  and  beginneth  at  a  certain  old  black 
oak  tree  marked  with  three  notches,  which  stands  in  the  south-east  comer 
of  the  fence  of  Teunis  Ides,  and  ranges  along  the  fence  of  the  said  Teunis 
Ides  north-west  sixty  chains  to  Hudson's  River,  and  from  thence  along  the 
said  river  north-east  and  by  north  (nearly)  seventy  chains,  and  from  thence 
south-east  and  by  east  till  it  cuts  the  line  of  Harlem,  ten  chains,  and  from 
thence  it  runs  directly  south  along  the  line  of  Harlem  Commons  eighty- 
eight  chains  to  the  place  where  it  first  began  ;  containing  in  all  two  kundrtd 
thirty 'five  acres  ^  three  roods  ^  and  eighteen  perches^  or  thereabouts^  all  Eng- 
lish measure ;  being  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Commons  of  Harlem, 
southerly  by  the  land  of  Teunis  Ides,  and  on  the  north-west  side  or  there- 
abouts by  Hudson's  River,  and  upon  the  corner  northerly  by  land  of  Thomas 
Tumeur ;  together  with  all  and  singular  the  pastures,"  etc. — Grants,  City 
Comptrollers  Office,  vol.  2  :  28. 

t  The  Mannepies^  or  Cromwell's  Creek,  before  named  (sec  pp.  280,  310V 
Crab  Island,  to  which  other  references  will  be  found,  lay  "  in  Harlem  River, 
at  or  near  the  outlet  of  a  small  stream,  near  the  old  boundary  line  between 
Morrisania  and  the  Manor  of  Fordham,  which  point  is  just  below  the 
Aqueduct  or  High  Bridge."  Communicated,  as  the  result  of  his  inquiries, 
by  Hon.  Lewis  G,  Morris,  and  which  is  corroborated  by  the  documents  here 
quoted. 
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1685—1687. 


WOLVES ;  DELAVALL  ESTATE  ;  TENUBE8 ;  TENTHS  OAHCBLLBD ;  KEW  STONE  CHUBCH ; 
GREAT  MAIZE  LAND;  DONGAN^S  PATENT;  QUIT  BENT;  CORPORATION  RIGHTS; 
INDUN  claim;   common  LANDS;  FRENCH  GONE;  DUTCH  MANNERS  AND  CUSTOMS. 


AS  the  neighboring  woodlands  were  gradually  taken  up,  and 
here  and  there  the  ancient  forest,  subdued  by  the  axe  and 
burnings,  gave  place  to  new  fallows  and  corn-fields,  it  greatly 
disturbed  the  noxious  animals  still  infesting  this  section  of  the 
island,  and  which,  driven  from  their  old  haunts  and  feeding 
places,  were  led  to  prowl  about  the  open  fields  in  search  of  food 
or  prey,  and  even  to  intrude  within  the  paling  of  the  barn- 
yards. The  wolves  were  especially  annoying,  and  very  destruc- 
tive to  the  young  cattle  and  stock  running  at  large  in  the  woods. 
The  following  order  of  the  governor,  authorizing  a  general  foray 
upon  these  dangerous  animals,  to  take  place  on  the  6th  of  Au- 
gust, shows  how  serious  was  the  evil,  and  no  doubt  afforded  a 
day  of  rare  and  exciting  sport  for  the  young  hunters  of  the 
town  : 

Upoir  the  many  complaints  of  the  great  mischief  done  by  Wolves  on 
the  Island  of  Manhatans,  and  at  the  request  and  desire  of  several  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  Island  that  they  may  have  liberty  and  license  to 
hunt  and  destroy  the  same  :  These  may  certify  that  liberty  and  license 
is  hereby  granted  to  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Island  to  hunt 
and  destroy  the  said  Wolves  on  Thursday  next  after  the  date  hereof. 
Given  under  my  hand  at  Fort  James,  this  1st  day  of  August,  1685. 

Tho.  Donoan. 

Passed  the  office,  J.  Sfraoob,  Secretary. 

There  was  a  piece  of  woodland,  about  twelve  acres,  for  which  a 
bargain  had  been  pending  between  the  town  and  the  late  Capt. 
Delavall,  the  latter  wanting  it  in  exchange  for  twro  village  lots. 
This  bargain  was  now  completed  by  John  Delavall.     On  Sep- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


446  HISTORY  OP  HARLEM, 

tember  %d,y  1685,  he  and  the  town  officers  passed  deeds  in  which 
they  "  acknowledge  to  hf^ye  agreed  upon  an  exchange  of  two 
house  lots  {erven),  lying  north  of  Johannes  Verveelen,*  and  south 
of  the  highway,  that  belonged  to  Capt.  Delavall,  which  said 
house  lots  he,  John  Delavall,  releases  and  delivers  over  to  the 
aforesaid  Constable  and  Magistrates,  for  the  behoof  of  the  said 
Town,  for  a  parcel  of  woodland  lying  behind  the  lots  of  the  said 
John  Delavall,  on  Jochem  Pieters,  being  the  piece  of  woodland 
the  before-named  Capt.  Delavall  applied  for/'  This  woodland, 
in  a  release  of  the  "  Three  Lots,'*  by  Abraham  Gouvemeur  to 
Johannes  Meyer,  dated  May  2d,  1725,  is  referred  to  as  **  lands 
in  possession  of  the  heirs  of  James  Carteret,  deceased ;"  and 
by  a  subsequent  division  it  came  to  be  included,  part  with 
the  Three  Lots,  and  part  with  the  Six  Lots.  Upon  the  lower 
end  (defined  by  a  double  elbow  in  the  old  Harlem  and  Kings- 
bridge  road,  at  127th  Street),  the  7th  Avenue  and  128th  Street 
cross  each  other,  and  upon  the  upper  end,  the  8th  Avenue  and 
131st  Street. 

John  Delavall,  as  heir  at  law,  had  succeeded  to  the  remain- 
der of  all  and  singular  the  rights  and  prerogatives  at  Harlem 
which  had  pertained  to  his  late  father  in  his  twofold  capacity  of 
freeholder  and  town  patentee.  As  his  sole  executor  he  took 
tlie  custody  of  all  the  lands  and  erven  given  by  his  father  to 
his  sons-in-law  Carteret  and  DarvalL  This  last  became  neces- 
sary for  the  due  discharge  of  his  trusts  as  executor,  the  respec- 
tive interests  requiring  adjustment,  while  the  devise  to  Dar- 
vall  was  subject  to  the  payment  of  certain  debts  due  by  the 
testator,  in  the  settlement  of  which  it  was  requisite  for  the 
executor  to  become  a  party.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  disposi- 
tion of  his  lands  made  by  Capt.  Delavall  was  ever  called  in  ques- 
tion, and  as  for  the  undivided  common  lands,  there  is  no  intima- 
tion that  John  Delavall,  or  his  widow,  ever  pretended  to  any 
interest  in  these,  after  the  14th  of  January,  1687,  when  he  gave 
Swynock  and  Milbome  a  full  and  absolute  release  of  the  lands 
conveyed  to  them  conditionally  by  himself  and  Darvall,  on  the 
24th  of  November,  1684.  Although  such  claim  must  have  been 
excluded  under  the  rule  which  obtained  in  making  the  divisions, 

♦  Verveelkn's  lots  on  Van  Keulen*s  Hook  are  here  referred  to.  The 
house-lots  were  afterward  included  in  the  John  P.  Waldron  farm. 
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namely,  that  the  common  lands  belonged  only  to  those  who  held 
ihQ  erf  9,nd.  morgen  rights.* 

The  kind  of  tenure  under  which  the  freeholders  held  their  lands 
was  justly  regarded  as  of  vital  importance,  and  inyites  a  notice. 
The  gi*ants  made  by  government,  both  the  Dutch  and  English,  and 
whether  to  individuals  or  communities,  were  always  conditional, 
imposing  a  counter  obligation  upon  the  grantee  or  grantees, 
to  recognize  the  superior  right  of  the  lord  or  sovereign,  and  his 
claim  upon  their  obedience  and  service.  Some  visible  token  of 
this  was  required  annually,  and  whether  the  trivial  gift  of  a  pep- 
percom  or  fat  capon,  or  a  render  of  greater  intrinsic  value,  it 
was  none  the  less  an  act  of  homage,  an  acknowledgment  of  fealty 
on  the  part  of  the  subject  toward  the  superior.  A  remnant  of 
feudal  polity,  it  had  this  important  advantage  that  the  superior 

♦  John  Delavall,  quite  young  when  his  fa.  first  came  to  this  country  in 
1664,  probably  remained  in  England,  and  arrived  here  with  the  family  a  few 
years  later.  He  was  brought  up  to  a  mercantile  life  in  the  city  of  N.  Y., 
where  he  united  with  the  Dutch  church  Aug.  29,  1678.  On  Oct.  14  ensuing, 
he  sailed  in  the  ship  Blossom,  upon  a  visit  to  England.  Returning  to  his 
business  here,  his  fa.,  on  Nov.  24,  1680,  in  consideration  of  "  natural  affection 
and  love,  "conveyed  him  a  house  and  lot  in  Brewers  or  Stone  street.  Alter 
the  d.  of  his  fa.  two  years  later,  the  care  of  a  large  and  somewhat  involved 
estate  did  not  hinder  him  from  engaging  in  public  duties.  On  Sept.  10, 1684, 
he  was  commissioned  captain  of  militia ;  but  this  honor  he  was  soon  con- 
strained to  renounce.  It  was  consequent  upon  that  radical  change  in  his  re- 
ligious views  which  made  him  a  non-combatant,  a  Quaker,  and  which  is 
alluded  to  as  follows,  in  a  notice  of  the  excellent  woman  who  became  his  w. : 
"  Being  earnestly  solicited  in  marriage  by  John  Delavall,  who,  though  a 
worthy  man,  was  not  at  that  time  of  the  same  religious  communion,  she,  by 
her  prudent  conduct  and  pious  resolution  to  maintain  the  principles  she  pro- 
fessed, without  deviating  therefrom  in  a  matter  of  such  importance,  did  not 
agree  thereto  until  he,  after  some  time,  embraced  the  truth  in  sincerity  of 
heart,  and  bore  his  cross  like  an  humble  follower  of  Christ  He  received  a 
gift  in  the  ministry,  and  continued  faithful  therein  to  his  death."  She  was 
wont  to  say  of  him  that  "  he  never  used  to  her  an  expression  of  anger,  or 
the  product  of  a  disturbed  mind."  This  lady,  to  whom  he  was  m.  May  31, 
1686,  was  Hannah,  dr.  of  Thomas  Lloyd,  of  N.  Y.,  afterward  governor  of 
Pennsylvania.  She  was  b.  in  Wales  in  1666,  and  was  therefore  some  years 
his  junior.  Mr.  Delavall  subsequently  removed  to  Philadelphia,  where  he 
continued  his  business,  associated  with  Mr.  John  White,  his  late  partner  in 
N.  Y.  Here  he  d.  on  Aug.  10,  1693.  "  Faithful  and  zealous  for  the  truth, 
a  man  of  a  tender,  broken  spirit,"  wrote  one  of  Mr.  Delavall  who  had 
known  him  personally,  "  he  finished  his  testimony  with  a  heart  full  of  love 
to  God  and  his  people." 

None  of  his  chn.  reached  maturity.  Eight  years  after  his  d.  his  wid.  m. 
Richard  Hill,  for  some  years  Mayor  of  Phila.,  and  who  survived  her.  She 
entered  into  rest  Feb.  25,  1727.  See  Memorials,  etc.,  of  the  People  called 
Qutiktrs ;  Phila.,  1824.  Also  The  Friend,  Phila.,  vol.  27,  p.  216.  For  the 
history  of  the  property  at  H.  subsequent  to  the  d.  of  John  Delavall,  see  The 
Delavall  Lands,  App.  I. 
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was  no  longer  some  imperious  lord  or  suzerain,  but  a  sovereign 
amenable  to  a  constitution,  and  a  government  limited  bv  laws 
framed  with  regard  to  the  rights  of  the  subject.  So  little  of 
feudal  law  remained  under  the  Dutch,  as  to  impose  few  if  any 
hard  conditions  upon  the  colonists,  or  to  render  the  tenure  of 
land  in  any  degree  precarious.  With  the  English,  feudal  law 
survived  till  the  Restoration.  But  in  the  12th  year  of  Charles 
11. ,  which  was  prior  to  the  capture  of  New  Netherland,  the 
tenure  by  military  service  was  abolished,  and  all  sorts  of  tenures 
held  of  the  king  or  others,  with  some  unimportant  exceptions, 
were  converted  into  tenures  hjfree  ayid  common  socage,  a  spe- 
cies of  tenure  of  great  antiquity,  and  which,  as  then  also  modi- 
fied, was  neither  military  nor  burdensome,  but  whose  require- 
ments were  moderate,  well  defined,  and  fixed.  It  was  the  spe- 
cific nature  of  the  service,  duty,  or  render,  which  made  this  spe- 
cies of  tenure  such  a  safeguard  against  the  wanton  exactions  of 
the  feudal  lords,  and  had  given  it  an  incalculable  value  with  the 
English.  When  the  service  under  this  tenure  was  commuted  to 
an  annual  payment  in  money  or  the  produce  of  the  land,  such 
render  was  called  Quit  Rent. 

The  Tithes  (or  tenth  part  of  the  crop),  which  by  arrangement 
between  the  freeholders  of  Harlem  and  Gov.  Stuyvesant,  the 
government  was  to  receive  annually,  in  and  after  the  year  1666, 
were  never  exacted  by  the  English  rulers,  and  no  specific  charge 
of  quit  rent  was  made  in  Gov.  NicoUs'  patents  to  said  free-hold- 
ers. Nor  were  they  called  upon  to  pay  such  rent  till  the  time 
of  Gov.  Dongan.  But  now,  in  order  to  enhance  the  revenues 
of  his  master,  the  Duke  of  York,  and  by  his  direct  instructions, 
Dongan  set  about  introducing  a  system  of  quit  rents  throughout 
the  province,  and  making  it  retrospective  in  its  operation.  The 
negotiations  had  with  him  by  the  Harlem  people  on  this  subject 
resulted  in  a  compounding  for  all  back  rents,  for  the  full  years 
expired  since  the  English  took  possession  of  the  country,  begin- 
ning with  1665,  at  the  nominal  charge  per  year  of  otie  bushel  oj 
wheat!  Having  an  obvious  reference  to  the  old  claim  for 
tenths  above  referred  to,  it  at  once  took  the  place  of  and  can- 
celled every  such  claim,  while  it  acquitted  the  inhabitants  of 
all  liability  touching  the  same. 

At  a  meeting  of  constable  and  magistrates,  Dec  dd,  1685, 
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"  for  Aiaking  up  the  quit  rent  for  the  Heer  Governor/'  the 
lands  were  assessed  at  the  rate  of  8  stivers  per  morgen,  and  the 
house  lots,  1  guilder  17J  stivers  each.  Within  a  few  days  "  this 
quit  rent  was  paid  to  Mr.  Cox,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
governor/'  and  consisted  of  eighteen  bushels  of  grain,  which 
Adolph  Meyer  delivered,  we  presume  at  the  mill  on  the  Sawkill. 
This  payment  was  in  full  up  to  (but  not  including)  the  year 
1683,  when  Dongan  became  governor. 

The  tax  list,  which  here  follows,  embraces  only  the  erven 
actually  built  upon,  and  also  excludes  the  half  erven.  Atf  to  the 
outside  lands,  Montague's  Flat  is  taken  at  the  full  number  of 
morgen,  less  one  vacant  lot ;  the  New  Lots,  at  three  morgen  jjcr 
lot,  as  far  as  assessed,  those  omitted  being  apparently  such  as 
were  unimproved.  At  Sputyen  Duyvel  the  rate  is  partial,  as 
will  be  seen,  and  on  Iloom's  Hook,  only  Peter  van  Oblinus  is 
assessed,  his  eighteen  morgen  being  reckoned  at  half. 

As  exhibiting  the  state  of  the  occupied  lands,  just  prior  to 
the  granting  of  the  Dongan  patent,  this  list  has  special  inter- 
est. Its  value,  with  that  of  those  previously  given,  may  not  in- 
deed be  at  once  apparent  to  the  reader.  Had  the  author's  work 
been  only  for  the  pi*esent,  and  his  object  simply  to  gratify  the 
popular  taste  for  something  novel  and  entertaining,  he  should 
hardly  have  burdened  his  pages  with  these  tables,  much  less  have 
imposed  upon  himself  the  task  of  preparing  them.  But  he  has 
done  both,  and  with  the  deliberate  conviction  that  the  exact  in- 
formation which  these  tables  embody  will  prove  them  to  be  one 
of  the  most  valuable  features  of  this  work.  Time  will  not  ren- 
der them  obsolete,  so  long  at  least  as  any  question  remains  to  be 
raised  which  will  involve  the  landed  rights  of  the  Dongan  pat- 
entees (and  of  those  deriving  under  them) ;  inasmuch  as  the 
estate  of  each  patentee  respectively,  as  exhibited  in  these  tables, 
determined  his  share  and  interest  in  the  yet  undivided  common 
lands.  Taken  in  connection  with  lists  of  these  lands  given  in 
the  Appendix,  they  present  a  full  and  consecutive  statement  in 
regard  to  the  original  and  early  ownership,  situation,  quantity, 
etc.,  of  the  Harlem  lands,  such  as  in  all  probability  can  be 
shown  of  no  other  territory  of  equal  extent,  and  undergoing  like 
subdivision.  Will  some  one,  keeping  to  the  record,  do  as  much 
for  the  lower  section  of  Manhattan  Island  ? 
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At  the  meeting,  Dee.  3d,  each  householder  was  ordered  to  make 
a  ladder  to  his  chimney,  within  a  month,  or  to  be  fined  6  gl.,  and 
Jan  Nagel  was  mulct  26  gl.  for  putting  his  compost  heap  on  the 
public  street,  contrary  to  the  town  regulation.  In  that  era  of 
straw  roofs  and  wooden  tenements  special  precaution  against 
fire  was  necessary  ;  and  several  fires  had  actually  happened  in 
the  village,  causing  great  alarm  and  heavy  losses. 

This,  no  doubt,  was  one  of  the  reasons  which  led  to  the  gradual 
abandonment  of  the  small  village  plots,  an^  removal  to  their 
outside  lands,  for  which  wo  now  observe  a  growing  inclination. 
Especially  after  the  grants  of  1677,  the  old  rule  against  building 
out  of  the  village,  the  necessity  for  which  had  ceased,  fell  into  dis- 
use, as  it  was  found  to  seriously  hinder  the  growth  of  the  town, 
which  could  best  be  promoted  by  the  occupation  and  improvement 
of  the  new  lands  as  farms  and  homesteads.  So  the  privilege  to 
build  was  granted  whenever  applied  for,  usually  by  selling  the 
party  an  erf  convenient  to  his  land  ;  the  dwellings  so  erected  on 
these  farms  being  generally  substantial  stone  houses,  of  which  a 
very  few  are  still  standing.  By  a  careful  computation  made  at  a 
meeting  of  the  old  and  new  magistrates,  Jan.  20,  1686,  for  lay- 
ing a  "  repartitie,"  or  assessment,  to  pay  the  parish  clerk's  salary 
due  this  date,  **  so  are  found  25  erven  (house  lots),  and  393  mor^ 
gen  of  land  ;  each  house  lot  must  pay  4  gl.,  and  each  morgen  of 
land  10^  st ,  for  making  up  300  gl. "  *    This  rate  was  levied,  and 

*  This  enumeration  is  valuable  as  embracing  all  the  lands  then  taken  up, 
excepting  the  small  paits  of  the  three  farms  below  Hoorn's  Hook  which  lay 
within  the  patent  line.  The  list  of  ^rvfn  is  obviously  the  same  as  that  of 
Dec.  3,  16S5  :  the  last  three,  on  the  said  farms*  being  omitted.  The  list  of 
vior;gen  is  made  up  as  follows  : 

JoCHEM  PiETERS  Flat,  13  lots  @  6  morgm  each. . .  78  m. 
DO.  Delavall.  9  lots  @  6|  «. . . .  60  ** 

Van  Keulen*s  Hook,  22  lots  @  3  w 66  ** 

DO.  for  Tourneur*s  No.  17,  add.     3  ** 

Mont  acne's  Flat,  7  lots  @  6  »?.,  3  @  4  w 54  ** 

Hoorn's  Hook,  9  lots  @  4  w.,  i  @  6  m 42  ** 

Bogert's  Point 16'* 

New  Lots,  9  lots  (^  4  /;/.,  i  (§t  6  m 42  '* 

Gloudie's  Point,  now  rated  at 12  ** 

Spuvten  Duyvel,  Dyckman  and  Nagel,* 20  " 

393" 


*  ♦  D.  and  N.  owned  74  acres  at,  S.  D.    How  they  came  to  be  rated  at  90  morgtn, 
is  show^inApp.  J. 
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received  in  grain.     Also  this  year,  as  in  the  last,  the  inhabitimts 
contributed  toward  Domine  Selyns'  salary. 

The  care  taken  to  keep  up  the  common  fences  inclosing  the 
farming  lands  appears  in  another  order^  needed  to  stay  the  dam- 
age being  caused  by  swine. 

There  was  good  cause  found  by  the  Constable  and  the  old  and  new 
Magistrates  for  an  order  in  regard  to  the  running  of  the  hogs  :  So  it  was 
Resolved^  to  keep  tight  the  fencing  of  Jochem  Pieters  up  to  the  land  of 
Capt.  Delavall,  and  from  the  mUage  to  set  it  off  tillinto  the  river  ;  and  to 
keep  tight  the  fencing  of  Van  Keulen's  Hook  from  the  village  off  Htl 
into  the  creek  of  the  mill.  And  all  shall  be  held  within  one  year  from  the 
ensuing  May,  being  the  year  1687,  to  make  the  whole  fencing  around 
tight  and  sufficient.  And  if  any  hogs  still  be  found  out  of  the  limits  of 
the  fencing,  the  owners  shall  be  compelled  to  keep  up  their  lK)g8 — and 
shall  continue  till  the  year  1687.  By  order  of  the  Constable  and  Magis- 
trates, this  4th  Feb.,  168f . 

Measures  were  now  taken  to  build  a  new  church.  The  old 
church  was  no  longer  adapted  to  the  needs  and  improred  tastes 
of  the  community,  though  still  answering  the  purposes  of  a 
school-house.  An  invitation  given  them  in  1680,  to  aid  in  the 
erection  of  a  new  church  in  the  city,  a  work  not  yet  begun,  had 
perha]5s  suggested  the  present  movement ;  and,  not  unhkely,  it 
was  part  of  a  new  agreement  already  made  with  Do.  Selyns,  by 
which  he  was  to  administer  the  Lord's  Supper  at  Harlem  twice 
a  year,  in  the  spring  and  fall,  during  the  intervals  between  its 
occurrence  in  New  York.  It  was  to  be  observed  on  a  week  day, 
and  this  arrangement  had  gone  into  effect  on  Wednesday,  April 
22d,  1685,  when  the  first  celebration  of  the  Supper  here,  as  a 
stated  observance,  took  place.  An  extra  large  collection  was 
taken  by  the  deacons,  Adolph  Meyer  and  Jan  Dyckman,  amount- 
ing to  14  florins  9  stivers.  On  the  next  occasion,  and  for  some 
years,  while  this  arrangement  lasted,  the  Supper  was  observed  on 
Thursday,  and  the  preparation  for  it  the  day  before.  From 
this  time  also  obtained  the  practice  of  receiving  new  members 
here. 

The  church  was  to  be  built  of  stone,  and  upon  a  new  site  ;  an 
arrangement  being  made  with  Laurens  Jansen  and  the  Delama- 
ter  family,  who  gave  up  their  two  north  erven  for  this  purpose, 
and  which  also  afforded  ample  ground  for  a  new  churchyard  or 
cemetery.  The  community  pledged  themselves  liberally,  and 
assumed  the  labor  of  preparing  and  bringing  the  stone,  lime. 
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timber,  shingles/  Iftth,  etc.,  all  which  was  to  apply  on  their  sub- 
scriptions.* Tobias  Stoutenbargh  and  Hyman  Eoninck,  masons, 
the  first  brother-in-law  to  William  Waldron,  were  employed,  and 
by  the  29th  of  March  the  foundation  was  begun  ;  Resplved 
Waldron,  with  due  ceremony,  placing  the  first  stone,  and  Jo- 
hannes Vermelje  the  second.  The  following  day  the  contract 
was  made  for  the  carpenter  work  with  William  Hellaker  of 
New  York,  half-brother  of  Teunis  Ides,  a  good  mechanic,  and 
honest,  though  "  a  little  rough.''    Here  is  the  agreement : 

Specification  of  the  Church  at  Ilarlem:  The  size  of  the  church, 
across  it  either  way,  is  86  Dutch  feet ;  upon  which  William  Hellaker  un- 
dertakes to  construct  the  roof,  ^^^ith  an  arch  therein,  and  a  small  steeple 
upon  it,  and  to  cover  all  properly  with  shingles,  and  to  make  a  scuttle 
thereto  ;  upon  condition  that  the  people  of  the  town  shall  be  obligated 
to  deliver  the  timber  at  the  building  place.  For  which  the  Constable 
and  Magistrates  promise  to  pay  the  au>resaid  William  Hellaker,  the  sum 
of  Seven  Hundred  and  Fifty  Guilder?,  in  Wheat,  to  be  paid  in  the  month 
of  January  following  this  year,  1686,  the  wheat  to  be  delivered  at  the 
current  price.  Thus  arranged  and  agreed  to  in  the  presence  of  the 
after-named  witnesses,  and  which,  witii  our  usual  hand,  is  subscribed. 
Done  at  New  Hacrlem,  this  80th  of  March,  1686. 

Witnesses.  Willem  Hellaker, 

Johannes  Vebmklje,  Jan  De  Lameter,  ConstdbiU^ 

Resalvert  Waldron,  Daniel  Tourneur, 

Jan  Nag  el. 
Before  me, 

Jan  Tibout,  Cleric, 

♦  Subscription  for  building  the  Churchy  i686. 

Daniel  Tourneur .* /.  loo 

Jan  Dyckman *|  loo 

Isaac  Delamater **    30 

Cornells  Jauscn  Kortright !!  ^°^ 

Jan   Louwe  Bogcrt ||  lOo 

jan  Hendricks  van  Brevoort. **  loo 

Jan  Delamater **    75 

Barent  Waldron *]    50 

Laurens  Jansen ]]    70 

Jacques  Tourneur **    25 

Adolph  Meyer **    po 

Jan  Nagcl ''  100 

Joost  van  Oblinus *'  igo 

A  re  n  t  Harmans  Bussing "    75 

Resolved  Waldron *|  100 

Abram    Delamontanie "    25 

Thomas  Tourneur [|    25 

Pieter  van  Oblienis []    50 

Johannes  Vermelje '*    5© 

/  13^5 
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The  walls,  laid  in  good  mortar,  were  soon  tip  ;  the  "  bent 
timber"  for  the  arch  being  placed  in  position,  was  well  secured 
with  clamps,  the  rafters  were  set,  and  the  roof  shingled.  Wil- 
liam Haldron,  the  village  smith,  kept  his  forge  and  anvil  busy 
on  the  iron  work,  of  which  he  furnished  139  pounds,  at  1  gl. 
10  st.  a  pound.  And  then  came  a  proud  moment  for  the  vil- 
lagers ;  it  was  when  the  gilded  "  haen,"  or  weather-cock,  with 
the  cap  on  which  it  perched,  was  raised  to  its  lofty  position  on 
the  tip  of  the  steeple.''  * 

On  Thursday,  April  15th,  the  people  had  gathered  around 
the  Lord's  table,  for  the  last  time  in  that  humble  but  hallowed 
sanctuary  where,  through  their  early  struggles,  they  had  sought 
and  found  inward  strength  and  comfort.  The  collection  was 
large  and  significant,  being  24  florins.  The  work  ujion  its  suc- 
cessor was  pushed  forward  so  rapidly,  that  on  Thursday,  Sep- 
tember 30th,  Domine  Selyns  preached  the  first  sermon  in  the 
new  church,  and  administered  the  Lord's  Supper.  A  liberal 
collection,  22  florins,  was  taken  up.  This  item  is  also  recorded, 
**  1686,  Septemb.  30th,  to  bread  and  wine,  12  florins  10  stivers." 
Before  the  people  separated  they  took  the  opportunity  to  nomi- 
nate new  town  officers  ;  those  appointed  being  sworn  in,  at  New 
York,  on  the  2d  of  November.  They  were  Jan  Hendricks  van 
Brevoort,  constable,  and  Jan  Dyckman,  Lawrence  Jansen,  and 
Isaac  Delamater,  magistrates.  On  November  4th  the  constable 
and  magistrates  resolved  that  the  churchyard  (kerckhof)  should 
be  inclosed  with  clapboards,  within  the  ensuing  two  months. 

The  secretary,  Tibout,  on  December  13th,  made  up  the  ac- 
counts for  the  building  of  the  church,  and  a  glance  at  which 
will  show  their  way  of  doing  things.  Jan  Hendricks  van  Bre- 
voort offsets  his  pledge  of  100  florins,  by  the  following  work 
done>  materials  furnished,  etc. 

i3<A  December,  Jan  Hendricks  van  Brevoort,  Credit. 

For  stone  broken  und  drawn  to  the  church /.  30  :    0 

*'    timber  cut  and  drawn  to  the  church '*  14  :  15 

"    800  shingles,  delivered  at  the  church,  7  gls.  the  hundred..  **   21  :    0 

»*    making  lath ''     6:5 

*'    10  ton  lime,  1  gl.  10  st.  per  ton **  15  :    0 

**    payment  of  masons,  carpenters,  and  laborer "  17  :  18 

*  Jan  Delamater  has  credit  Jan.  isth,  1687,  *'  Aen  een  keiel  tot  dc  haen 
van  dc  toorn/.  9."     Schult  Boeck  (or  Ledger),  page  74. 
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Essentially  the  same  are  the  credits  to  Daniel  Toumeur,  Jan 
Dyekman,  Isaac  Delamater,  Cornelis  Jansen,  Jan  Delamater, 
Barent  Waldron,  Laurens  Jansen,  Adolph  Meyer,  Jan  Nagel, 
Joost  van  Oblinus,  Arent  Harmans  Bussing,  and  Resolved  Wal- 
dron, most  of  whom  exceeded  the  amount  of  their  pledges. 
Others  did  less  as  they  were  able.*  On  the  same  date  Barent 
Waldron,  in  presence  of  the  court  and  community,  accounted 
for  the  moneys  he  had  disbursed  for  nails,  stone,  and  other 
things,  and  which  amounted  to  576  florins.  Resolved  Waldron 
was  given  credit  for  12  florins,  and  Jan  Delamater,  Adolph 
Mey^r,  and  Laurens  Jansen,  each  6  florins,  all  "  earned  at  the 
bent  timber.'^ 

Mr.  John  Delavall  being  in  arrears,  Tibout  and  Dyekman 
were  sent  to  *'  the  Manhattans,"  to  see  him  about  it.  His  in- 
debtedness, as  made  out  Dec.  13th,  was,  **  for  stone,  timber,  lime, 
and  mm'gen  money,  236  florins  ;  for  2  years'  salary  of  voorleser, 
95  florins  ;  for  quit  rent,  32  florins."  Having  embraced  Quaker 
principles,  Delavall  had  scruples  as  to  paying  toward  the  church 
or  voorleser,  and  had  rather  submit  to  a  distraint  upon  his 
goods.  So  the  town  by  its  constable  Brevoort  levied  on  61 
schepels  of  wheat  belonging  to  him,  in  the  hands  of  Laurens 
Jansen,  Adolph  Meyer,  Jan  Delamater,  and  said  Brevoort,  then 
the  lessees  of  Delavall's  lands. 

The  voluntary  subscription  being  insufficient,  a  tax  was  laid 
of  2  gl.  on  the  morgen,  and  afterward,  on  Feb.  24th,  1687,  an 
additional  tax  of  8  st.  per  morgen.  A  special  contribution  was 
made  up  for  glazing  the  windows.  The  people  brought  in  their 
wheat  to  the  town  house,  depositing  it  in  the  loft ;  others  de- 
livered it  to  the  mechanics,  or  at  the  sawmill,  in  payment  for 

*  Arknt  Harmans  has  credit  in  the  church  accounts  : 

'*  Jan.  15,1686-7,  For  riding  stone  to  the  city  of  New  York.  /.  i  :o 
**    2  schepels  wheat 12:0." 

It  would  have  been  extraordinary,  a  departure  from  the  universal  practice 
in  Fatherland,  had  the  builders  omitted  to  place  over  the  portal  of  the 
church  the  usual  inscription,  giving  the  date  uf  its  erection,  with  perhaps  a 
scripture  text  in  Dutch.  Over  the  entrance  to  the  church  in  the  fort  they 
had  often  read  :  "  Ao.  Do.  MDCXLII.  W.  Kieft,  Dr.  Gr.  Heefi  de  Gemeen- 
ten  dese  Temple  doen  Bouwen.*'  It  could  hardly  have  failed  to  be  imitated, 
and  this,  we  think,  explains  the  credit  to  Arent  Bussing  ;  one  florin  for 
taking  the  stone  to  New  York,  to  be  cut,  and  twelve  florins,  paid  for  it. 
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boards  and  plank,  receiving  credit  therefor  in  their  accounts.* 
Jan  Delamater  paid  to  the  laborer  {ppperman)  a  remnant  of 
wheat  left  in  his  hands,  after  the  last  payment  of  the  town's 
quit  rent,  three  schepels,  amounting  to  18  guilders.  Constable 
Brevoort  afterward  paid  him  2  schepels,  or  12  guilders,  and  the 
balance  of  his  wages,  35  guilders,  on  February  24th,  1687.  To 
Jerome  van  Bommel,  of  New  York,  **  smith,"  was  paid  126 
florins.  At  this  date  the  new  patent  had  also  to  be  paid  for, 
and  the  mechanics  gave  time  on  their  bills.  The  14th  of 
March,  1688,  the  sum  of  528  florins  yet  due  the  masons  (their 
contract  was  600  florins)  was  paid  to  Stoutenburgh,  by  Barent 
Waldron.  "William  Hellaker  had  received  "  for  the  building  of 
the  church,"  from  Jan  Dyckman  45  florins  12  stivers,  from 
Constable  Brevoort  153  florins,  from  Jan  Louwe  Bogert  125 
florins,  and  from  Adolph  Meyer,  Constable,  275  florins.  At  a 
final  reckoning  with  him  March  14th,  1689,  there  was  found 
due  him  a  balance  of  163  florins  13  stivers,  which  included  12 
florins  5  stivers,  for  extras,  over  and  above  his  contract ;  and  on 
April  16th,  Barent  Waldron  was  authorized  to  pay  this  balance 
from  funds  in  his  hands.  Besides  the  work  done  by  the  people 
themselves,  and  the  materials  they  furnished,  the  church  cost 
them  over  2600  guilders.  It  was  spacious  and  substantial,  but 
obviously  of  the  plainest  finish,  according  thus  with  the  simple 
tastes  and  strictly  utilitarian  ideas  of  the  builders,  of  which  the 
following  item  from  the  deacon's  book  for  1687,  is  quite  sugges- 
tive :  **  July  21,  gave  to  the  Smith  for  making  of  a  bolt,  also 
a  latch,  for  the  church,  8  guilders."     During  the  first  year  of 


♦  i68i  the  25lh  February  ;  List  of  those  who  have  paid  to  Adolph  Meyer, 
Constable,  for  the  Class  at  the  Church  : 

Adolph  Meyer /.  14  Jan  Louwe  Bogert /*.9 

Arent  Harmans **  14  Daniel  Tourneur 9 

Jan  Dyckman **    9  Pieter  van  Oblinus **  9 

Jacqueline  Tourneur '*    9  Jan  Nagel "9 

oost  van  Oblinus **    9  Jan  H .  Brevoort "9 

Cornells  Tansen **    9  Maria  Vermelje **  9 

Laurens  Jansen  **    9  Resolved  Waldron "9 

Jan  Delamater **    9  Barent  Waldron "9 

Isaac  Delamater **    9  Samuel  Waldron "9 

Johannes  Vermelje "    9  Johannes  Waldron "9 

Jacques  Tourneur **    9 
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its  occupancy,  the  collections  amounted  to  171  guilders   4  sti- 
vers, averaging  3  guilders  5  stivers  per  Sabbath.* 

*  The  Reformed  Church. — It  was  three  fourths  of  a  century  after  the 
new  chh.  was  built  before  the  congregation  secured  a  pastor  to  live  among 
them.  The  ministry  of  Do.  Selyns  seems  to  have  gone  smoothly  till  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Leisler  troubles,  in  1689.  The  Dutch  at  H.,  and  with 
them  Tibout  the  voorleser.  generally  approved  Leisler's  course.  Selyns 
took  the  opposite  ground,  and  this  caused  an  alienation.  It  went  so  far  that 
after  the  celebration  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  Oct.  9.  1690,  the  arrangement  with 
Selyns  was  broken  off,  and  this  ordinance  suspended  here  for  a  series  of  years. 
Tibout  had  closed  his  services  on  preparation  day^Apl.  23,  169a  Selyns.  in 
Avriting  to  the  Classis  of  Amsterdam,  says  Harlem  had  fallen  off,  '*  under 
the  idea  they  can  live  without  ministers  or  sacraments.'*  The  chh.  had 
been  much  afflicted  in  the  loss  of  several  of  its  old  members,  Cornel  is  Jan- 
sen,  Jan  Nagel,  and  Mrs.  Maria  Kip,  formerly  Montanye,  all  in  1689,  and 
Resolved  Waldron  and  Daniel  Tourneur  in  1690.  Repairs  were  needed  on 
the  chh.  and  chh.  yard,  and  on  Sept.  13.  1690,  Joost  van  Oblinus  and  Adolph 
Meyer  were  chosen  chh.  masters  to  superintend  this  work.  The  Sunday  ser- 
vices were  kept  up,  however,  without  interruption  ;  for  the  first  year  under 
the  lead  of  Guiliaem  Bertholf,  who  came  here  from  New  Jersey  as  voorieser* 
and  began  serving  Apl.  24,  169a  He  also  acted  as  town  clerk  at  Harlem, 
but  performed  his  last  service  here  as  voorleser,  Sept.  13,  1691  :  Tibout  ic- 
suming  his  old  place  the  next  Sabbath.  See  note,  page  77.  Tibout  con- 
tinued to  serve  the  H.  chh.  six,  if  not  eight  years,  when  he  entered  on  a  term 
of  service  at  Bushwick.  The  breach  with  Selyns  had  meanwhile  been 
healed ;  indeed,  his  labors  here  had  never  been  wholly  suspended.  A  young 
man,  named  Adrian  Vermeule,  from  Vlissengen,  in  Zeeland,  bringing  a  chh. 
letter  addressed  to  *'  Henry  Selyns,  Minister  of  Harlem  and  York,  in 
America,"  was  now  engaged  to  fill  Tibout*s  place  as  voorleser,  etc.,  and  en- 
tered upon  his  duties  Nov.  4,  1699.  Judging  from  his  penmanship,  be  was  a 
scholar  ;  the  town  immediately  built  '*  a  new  house,  as  a  dwelling  for  the 
voorleser,  and  as  a  school  and  town  house,"  beside  repairing  the  chh.  ;  and' 
that  the  latter  might  be  taken  out  of  the  control  of  popular  meetings,  and 
placed  directly  under  the  chh.  officers,  a  deed  was  secured  Nov.  2, 1699,  from 
**  all  the  residents  or  proprietors  of  the  town,"  conveying  *'  the  church"  to  the 
consistory  ;  but  those  who  helped  build  the  chh.  to  retain  their  seats.  We 
have  not  seen  this  deed,  but  only  the  record  by  the  clerk  of  its  having  been 
given.  Whether  it  included,  in  express  terms,  the  kfrk  lot  or  **  church 
farm,"  and  the  kerk  erf^  we  do  not  know  ;  but  nevertheless  these  had 
always  been  held  as  appurtenances  of  the  chh.,  for  whose  use  and  benefit  they 
were  originally  set  apart  (the  church  farm  being  expressly  recognized  in  rec- 
ords as  early  as  1665,  as  also  at  various  subsequent  dates,  as  **  the  church 
lot"),  so  that  not  merely  by  an  implied  right,  or  with  the  tacit  consent  of  the 
town,  but  under^the  original  allotment,  always  held  to  give  a  title,  the  con- 
sistory continued  to  possess  the  church  farm,  even  down  to  our  own  lime. 

Adrian  Vermeule  having  served  here  with  acceptance  for  eight  years, 
"  was  requested  to  be  the  voorleser  at  Bergen  ;"  and  in  a  meeting  of  ibe  con- 
sistory at  N.  Y.,  Jan.  i,  1708,  the  elder  Peter  van  Oblienis,  and  deacons 
Samuel  Waldron  and  Samson  Benson,  being  present,  it  was  agreed  to  dis- 
miss him  with  a  recommendation.  He  closed  his  term  on  Feb.  i,  ensuing. 
While  here  he  m.  Dinah,  dau.  of  William  Hellaker.  He  m.  again  at  Ber- 
gen, Christina  Fredericks,  gd.  dr.  of  Andries  Hopper,  and  here  he  d.  in 
1735.  The  chh.  left  without  a  voorleser.  Col.  Morris,  of  Morrisania,  "  en- 
deavored to  persuade  the  Dutch  in  his  neighborhood  (that  is,  the  H.  peo- 
ple) into  tt  good  opinion  of  the  Church  of  England,"  and  induced  Rev. 
Henricus  Beys,  of  Esopus,  to  come  and  preach  at  H.,  as  a  missionary  of 
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Coeval  with  the  church  enterprise,  was  another  looking  to  the 
opening  of  a  new  section  of  the  township  to  the  plougli  and  hus- 
bandman^ and  to  the  ultimate  increase  of  the  town  revenues. 
Midway  of  the  long  range  of  heights  stretching  from  Moertjo 
Davids  Fly  to  Sherman's  Creek,  and  not  far  below  Fort  Wash- 
ington, was  an  Indian  clearing  known  as  the  Git?at  Maize  Land. 
This  was  now  leased  to  Capt.  Jan  Gerritsen  van  Dalsen  and  his 
son-in-law,  Jan  Kiersen,  upon  the  following  curious  terms : 

On  this  date,  We  the  Constable  and  Magistrates  hereby  acknowledge 
to  have  consented  and  agreed  in  manner  liereafter  written.  Jan  Ger- 
ritse  van  Dalsen  and  Jan  Kiersen  own  and  declare  to  have  received  from 
the  aforesaid  Constable  and  Magistrates,  a  piece  of  land  named  The 
Orettt  Maize  Land,  belonging  under  the  jurisdiction  of  New  Haerlem  ; 

Uiat  chh. ,  with  a  view  to  accepting  Episcopal  ordination.  The  attempt  seemed 
to  promise  success,  and  Mr.  Beys  labored  here  in  the  years  171 1  and  1712, 
having  the  support  of  Col.  Morris,  Capt.  Congreve,  and  some  other  English 
residents,  but  the  Venerable  Society  in  England  gave  him  but  little  encour-, 
ageroent,  and  he  was  obliged  to  give  it  up.  For  the  next  half  century  the 
history  of  the  chh.  is  scanty.  It  was  still  ministered  to  by  the  pastor  at 
N.  Y.,  now  the  Rev.  Gualterus  Du  Bois,  called  in  1699,  as  colleague  with  Do. 
Sclyns,  who  d.  July  19.  1701.  In  a  few  years  they  secured  another  voor- 
leser,  Johannes  Nfartinus  van  Harlingen,  a  young  man  from  Amsterdam. 
He  m.  here,  Sept.  17,  1722,  Mary,  youngest  dr.  of  Arcnt  Bussing.  The 
next  year,  June  19,  he  was  naturalized  by  act  of  assembly.  He  afterward, 
by  the  d.  of  his  nephew,  Jan  de  Cerff,  Lord  of  Old  Byerland,  fell  heir  in  fee 
tail  to  that  lordship.  In  1741  he  removed  to  New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  where 
he  was  an  elder  in  1765.  He  was  the  fa.  of  five  sons,  of  whom  the  eldest 
was  the  Rev.  Johannes  M.  van  Harlingen,  of  Neshanic  and  Sourland.  The 
question  between  the  conferentie  and  the  cactus  (or  the  adherents  of  the  Qas- 
sis  of  Amsterdam,  and  those  who  favored  an  American  classis)  now  greatly 
disturbed  the  H.  chh.  The  chh.  was  mainly  of  the  latter,  but  the  domines 
now  acting,  Ritzema  and  De  Ronde,  were  strongly  in  favor  of  the  old  r/gimt. 
These  took  it  very  hard  in  1755  because  the  H.  folks  subscribed  toward 
founding  an  American  college,  proposed  by  Do.  Frelinghuysen.  But  in 
1765  the  chh.  called  Rev.  Martinus  Schoonmaker,  of  the  ccetus.  who  divided 
his  services  with  Gravesend,  but  took  up  his  residence  at  H..  where  he 
bought,  Aug.  10,  1768,  a  farm  of  28  acres,  just  north  of  the  village,  after- 
ward owned  by  Lawrence,  and  later  by  Wagstaff.  Being  an  ardent  Whig, 
he  8f>ent  the  period  of  the  Revolution  within  the  American  lines,  as  did 
many  of  his  flock.  He  returned  at  the  peace,  but  left  in  1785.  The  chh. 
edifice  having  been  ruined  during  the  war,  another  was  begun  in  1788,  and 
in  1791  the  Rev.  John  F.  Jackson  was  called  as  pastor.  His  ministry  con- 
tinued tin  1805.  His  successors  have  been  :  Jeremiah  Romeyn,  1S06  to  1813; 
Cornelius  C.  Vermeule,  D.D.  (a  desc.  of  the  former  voorleser).  1816  to 
1836  ;  Richard  L.  Schoonmaker,  1838  to  1847  ;  Jeremiah  S.  Lord,  D.D., 
1848  to  1869  ;  G.  Henry  Mandeville,  D.D.,  the  present  pastor,  settled  1869. 
For  details  of  these  several  pastorates,  we  refer  to  **  Golden  Memories," 
treasured  by  the  excellent  pastor  in  his  valuable  discourse  of  April  20,  1873. 
Until  the  organization  of  the  St.  Mary  Episcopal  Church,  at  Manhattan- 
ville,  in  1823,  the  Reformed  Church  was  the  only  one  of  any  denomination 
within  the  entire  limits  of  H. 
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which  aforesaid  piece  of  land  the  before  written  Jan  Gerritse  van  Dalsen 
and  Jan  Kiersen  shall  use,  build  and  live  upon,  for  the  time  of  twelve 
successive  years,  to  commence  in  the  month  of  August  of  this  year,  1686, 
and  ending  in  the  month  of  August,  after  the  1:  arvest  is  off  ;  and  the 
hirers  shall  be  permitted  the  last  year  to  sow  two  schepels  of  buckwheat 
and  to  plant  a  piece  of  maize  (com)  ;  also  the  lessees,  for  the  first  seven 
years,  shall  occupy  it  free,  only  each  ginng  to  the  lessors  a  fat  capon 
yearly,  as  an  acknowledgment,  and  shall  be  obligated  for  the  last  five 
years  to  pay  each  year  two  hundred  guilders  in  good  wheat,  rye,  peas, 
or  barley,  at  the  market  price  ;  from  each  parcel  the  just  fourth  part  to 
be  given  to  God  the  Lord.  The  lessees  shall  be  allowed  to  make  an  or- 
chard, and  at  the  end  of  their  years,  shall  have  the  right  of  takincr  up 
half  of  the  same,  from  the  large  finiit  trees  or  the  nursery  ;  and  the 
lessees  shall  be  required  to  clear  fourteen  morgen  of  land  in  the  first 
years,  which  will  be- two  morgen  yearly,  and  if  the  lessees  shall  have 
need  of  more  land,  the  lessors  shall  be  required  to  assign  more  land  to 
the  lessees,  at  the  most  convenient  time  ;  also  is  leased  with  the  land  a 
piece  of  meadow  lying  at  the  farthest  point  at  the  North  River.  So  also 
the  lessees  are  required  to  deliver  up  the  buildings  in  good  condition  at 
the  end  of  the  years,  as  also  to  deliver  the  fencing  of  tne  land  tis^ht  and 
sufficient.  To  the  extent  of  fourteen  morgen,  the  lessees  shall  be  obli- 
gated to  1)ear  the  ordinary  town  charges,  but  no  extraordinary.  The 
lessees  shall  be  allowed  to  continue  living  on  the  aforesaid  land  till 
May  of  the  last  year,  being  the  year  1699.  The  lessees  shall  have  the 
liberty  of  removing,  upon  condition  that  they  signify  one  year  before, 
their  intention  to  give  up  the  lease.  All  thus  performed  and  agreed  to, 
and  with  our  usual  hand  undersigned.  Done  at  New  Haerlem  this  80th 
of  March,  1680.  [Signed  by  Jan  Delamater,  as  Constable,  Daniel  Tour- 
neur,  Jan  Nagel,  Jan  Kiersen,  and  Jan  Gerritsen  van  Dalsen,  in  the 
presence  of  Jan  Tibout,  CUrk.] 

Some  progress  had  been  made  in  clearing  and  cultivating  the 
Hoom's  Hook  lands,  since  known  as  the  WaJdron  Farm.  On 
Jan.  8th,  1687,  Peter  van  Oblienis  leased  his  erf  and  four  lots 
hei*e  (Nos.  6,  8,  9, 10),  to  David  Devoor,  junior,  for  six  years,  to 
commence  with  the  ensuing  May.*    He  was  to  have  it  rent  free 

♦  David  du  Four,  senior,  thus  wrote  his  surname,  but  it  soon  exchanged 
F.  for  v.,  then  took  the  lorm  of  Devoor.  Some  now  write  De  Voe.  which 
confounds  it  with  the  name  of  another  and  distinct  family,  heiein  noticed, 
descended  from  the  brs.  Nich.  and  Fred,  de  Vaux,  or  De  Voe.  Early  at  H., 
as  an  original  proprietor,  the  elder  David  left  again  on  selling  his  allotment 
to  Jacob  Elderts,  who  directly  resold  it,  June  i,  1662,  to  Jean  le  Roy.  In 
166S,  Du  Four  passing  in  a  canoe  up  the  East  River,  and  with  him  his  cb. 
Anthony  ;  when,  between  Turtle  Bay  and  Blackweirs  Island,  John  Cop- 
staff,  a  drunken  soldier,  in  another  boat,  let  off  a  gun  which  wounded  little 
Anthony  ;  this  was  on  Aug.  18,  and  he  d.  Aug.  31.  Copstaff  was  convicted 
of  manslaughter.  Du  Four  being  very  ill,  he  and  w.  Jannetie  made  a  will 
Sept.  14,  X671,  naming  the  places  whence  they  came  in  Hainault,  probably 
for  the  reason  that  the  survivor  is  to  enjoy  all  the  property  both  here  and 
•*  in  their  fatherland."  But  David  recovered  and  lived  long.  In  1677,  Gov. 
Andros  granted,  for  him  and  his  son  John,  60  acres  of  land  "  on  the  Coale 
Kill,"  Turtle  Bay,  and  here  Pavid  spent  the  rest  of  his  life.     His  will  was 
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for  the  first  year,  lor  the  second,  pay  100  gl.,  and  for  the  re- 
maining time,  150  gl.  yearly  ;  "  in  good  wheat,  rye,  barley,  peas 
and  buckwheat/'    Devoor  engaged  "to  pay  toward  the  salary 

proved  May  i,  1699.  It  names  his  chn  John.  David,  Peter,  and  Glaude  ; 
Peter  not  named  again,  and  Glaude  not  after  16S7. 

John  Devoor,  b.  during  his  fa.'s  sojourn  at  Sedan,  m.,  in  1676,  a  Leyden 
girl,  Jannetie,  dr.  of  Jan.  Willems  van  Isselsteyn,  otherwise  called  Jan  of 
Leyden.  He  bought  a  farm  at  Bloomingdale,  where  he  d.,  leaving  a  wid., 
Mary.  She  was  dr.  of  Capt.  Peter  van  Woglum,  of  All^any.  The  twelve 
chn.  of  John,  senior,  were  all  by  his  first  w.  and  all  living  July  24.  17 17. 
when,  being  sick,  he  made  his  will ;  it  was  proved  A  pi.  13,  1724.  after  his 
youngest  ch.  became  of  age.  These  chn.,  who  shared  equally  in  his  estate, 
were  :  Afaria,  b.  1677,  who  m.  Gerrit  Roelofs  Vander  Werken.  of  Half  Moon, 
near  Albany  ;  yohn^  b.  1680 ;  Margaret^  b.  1681,  m.  Teunis  Pier  ;  Davids  b. 
1683  ;  Peter,  b.  1686  ;  Rachel,  b.  1687  ;  Adriana,  b.  1688,  m.  Conrad  Van- 
derbeek  and  Jacob  Montanye  ;  Jannetie^  b.  1690,  m.  Andrew  Bisset ;  ElizO' 
beth,  b.  1693  ;  Teunis ,  b.  1696,  m.  Georgie  Barheyt  and  Sarah  van  Oblinus  ; 
William,  b.  1698,  and  Abraham,  b.  1701.  John,  eldest  son.  m.,  in  1706, 
Catharine,  dr.  of  Roelof  Gerrits  Vander  Werken,  of  Half  Moon,  to  which 
place  he  removed,  and  on  Apl.  I,  1724,  sold  his  interest  in  his  fa.'s  farm  to 
his  brs.  David  and  William.  He  d.  in  1746,  and  his  desc.  are  called  De  Voe. 
See  Pearson* s  Albany  Settlers.  David,  last  named,  lived  for  a  time  at  H., 
where  he  m..  in  1726,  Anna,  dr.  of  Thomas  Wakefield,  and  wid.  of  Jacob 
van  Bremen,  anc.  of  the  Van  Bramers,  late  of  Harlem  Lane.  Devoor  and 
w.  owned  a  place  on  the  upper  side  of  the  Church  Lane,  which  they  sold  in 
1745  to  Capt.  Daniel  McGown.  It  was  the  old  Hanel  garden,  bought  by 
Van  Bremen  in  171 5,  from  Abraham  Meyer. 

David  Devoor  was  b.  in  1659,  and  m.»  1689,  Elizabeth  Jansen,  from  the 
Delaware.  When  his  Hoorn's  Hook  lease  expired  in  Ib93,  he  returned  to 
the  homestead  at  Turtle  Bay,  of  which  he  became  the  owner.  He  had  five 
chn.,  viz.:  Margaret,  b.  1690;  David,  1693  ;  Jannetie,  1695  \John,  1697,  and 
Elizabeth,  1700.  David,  the  eldest  son.  who  succeeded  to  the  Turtle  Bay  farm, 
m.,  1715,  Jannetie,  dr.  of  Abram  Delamontanie,  of  H.,  by  whom  he  had  issue 
David;  Elizabeth,  m.,  1741,  John  Burger;  and  Jane,  m.,  1749,  Nicholas  Burger. 
David,  last  named,  b.  171 7,  m.,  1740,  Mary  van  Vleckeren.  On  May  2,  1760, 
his  fa.  conveyed  him  12^  acres  off  the  north  side  of  his  farm  ;  but  the  former, 
then  living  retired  in  the  East  Ward,  d.  November  12,  ensuing,  leaving  the 
remainder  to  David,  jointly  with  his  two  srs.,  whose  interests  he  acquired. 
He  added  to  it  lof  acres  next  south  of  him,  by  purchase  in  1769.  All  this, 
at  his  d.  in  1780,  fell  to  his  dr.  Ann.  who  m.,  successively,  Abraham  Brevoort 
and  Gen.  Jacob  Odell.     Sec  N.    V.  B.  &>  C.  Pec.  IX..  48. 

yohn  Devoor,  b.  1697.  and  son  of  David  2d  m.,  1722.  Aefic  (Eve),  dr.  of 
Bastiaen  Michiels  Kortright,  and  had  three  chn.,  to  wit :  Jelante,  b.  1723.  m. 
Abm.  Ackerman  ;  John,  b.  1728,  and  Aefie,  b.  1730,  who  m.  John  Couti- 
right,  of  Sherman's  Creek,  gd.  son  of  Bastiaen  aforesaid.  In  1731,  Devoor 
bought  the  Saw-kill  farm  (See  App.  H.),of  which  at  his  d..  In  1780,  he  left  14 
acres  on  the  upper  side  to  his  son  John,  and  the  remainder,  24^-  acres,  to  his 
dr.  Aefie  Courtright.  Jelante  received  a  house  and  lot  in  town.  John  De- 
voor, Jr.,  b.  Oct  I,  1728,  bought  and  occupied  4  acres  of  the  Young  farm, 
adjoining  the  14  afterward  received  from  his  fa.,  which  18  acres  subsequently 
formed  the  southerly  part  of  the  Dr.  Baker  farm,  now  vested  in  the  trustees 
of  the  Trinity  Church  School.  Devoor  m.,  May  19, 1752,  Belliiie,  dr.  of  Hen- 
drick  Bogert,  by  whom  he  had  a  son  John,  b.  1757,  and  other  chn.  His  prop- 
erty here  passed  into  other  hands  under  mortgages,  one  for  the  4  acres  dated 
Feb.  16,  1774,  and  another  for  the  14  acies,  dat^  Mar.  17,  1783. 
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of  the  Voorleser,"  and  to  allow  Oblienis  liberty  to  build  a  house 
and  live  there,  but  not  to  the  limiting  of  Devoor  **  in  syn  wey 
ofte  int  bos  ;"  in  his  pasture  or  in  the  woodland. 

The  neighboring  Baignoux  farm  had  already  passed,  by  a 
transfer  of  Oct.  12th,  1686,  from  Isaac  Desehamps,  also  known 
by  the  name  of  Saviat  Broussardj  to  John  Spragge,  Esq.,  one 
of  Dongan's  councilors. 

Great  Barent's  Island  was  now  to  become  productive  under 
the  well-directed  toil  of  a  new  proprietor  and  experienced  farm- 
er, Thomas  Parcell,  late  of  Newtown.  He  contracted  with 
Jacob  Milborne,  Feb.  17th,  1687,  for  the  purchase  of  the  Island 
for  £600  ;  Milborne  being  empowered  to  sell  it  by  Samuel  Swy- 
nock.  Having  paid  his  three  instalments,  Parcell,  on  June 
23d,  1690,  obtained  a  full  deed  from  Milborne,  to  whom,  in  the 
interim,  Swynock  had  conveyed  the  Island,  Aug.  9th,  1687. 

Meanwhile  ja  matter  of  common  interest  and  of  great  impor- 
tance to  the  freeholders,  the  renewal  or  confirmation  of  the  town 
patent,  had  been  pressed  upon  them  by  the  governor,  who  in  be- 
half of  his  sovereign,  now  King  James  II.,  was  aiming  at  a  large 
increase  of  the  revenue  in  the  form  of  quit  rent,  and  also  to  fix 
the  amount,  and  the  time  and  mode  of  payment,  by  the  general 
issue  of  new  patents.  Cogent  reasons  were  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  people.  James,  Duke  of  York,  had  ascended  the 
throne,  Feb.  6th,  1685  ;  but  as  king  it  was  by  no  means  certain 
that  he  would  be  bound  by  his  acts  as  duke  ;  and  hence  the  wis- 
dom of  taking  out  new  letters  patent  directly  under  the  crown, 
by  the  hand  of  its  accredited  agent  Indeed,  assuming  the  old 
town  patents  to  be  invalid  unless  confirmed,  Dongan  avowed  his 
intention  to  appropriate,  as  belonging  to  the  king,  and  at  his 
disposal,  all  such  tracts  of  common  land  as  could  be  found 
within  the  several  townships,  and  not  yet  purchased  of  the  In- 
dians. So  the  inhabitants  "  were  willing  rather  to  submit  to  a 
greater  quit  rent,  than  to  have  that  unpurchased  land  disposed 
of  to  others  than  themselves." 

While  the  Harlem  people  were  thus  given  to  expect  great 
trouble  and  losg,  should  they  neglect  to  secure  the  confirn^ation 
of  their  patented  rights,  the  utmost  benefit  was,  apparently,  to 
accrue  fi'om  such  a  confirmation,  and  especially  in  view  of  a  cer- 
tain clause  contained  in  the  charter  jnst  granted  by  Gov.  Don- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


HISTORY  OF  HARLEM.  46? 

gan,  to  the  City  of  New  York  (being  dated  April  27th,  1686), 
and  which  clause  read  as  follows  : 

And  I  do  by  these  presents  give  and  grant  unto  the  said  Mayor^  Alder- 
men, and  Commonalty  of  the  said  Oityof  New  York,  all  the  waste  vacant 
unpatented  and  una])pr6priated  lands  lying  and  being  within  the  said 
City  of  New  York  and  on  Manhattans  Island  aforesaid,  extending  and 
reaching  to  the  low-water  mark  in,  by,  and  through  all  parts  of  the  said 
City  of  New  York  and  Manhattans  Island  aforesaid,  together  with  all 
rivers,  rivulets,  coves,  creeks,  ponds,  waters,  and  watercourses,  in  the  said 
City  and  Island,  or  either  of  them,  not  heretofore  given  or  granted  hy  any 
of  the  former  OovemorSj  etc. 

As  rights  and  privileges  within  the  township  of  Harlem  very 
akin  to  some  of  these,  and  in  some  respects  more  ample,  had 
heretofore  been  granted  the  inhabitants  by  the  patent  of  Gov. 
Nicolls,  its  confirmation  was  now  deemed  imperative  to  pre- 
serve and  insure  these  valuable  franchises  to  them,  their  heirs, 
or  successors,  A  pledge  to  bear  equally  the  expense  of  the  new 
patent  had  been  circulated  in  the  town,  and  signed  by  the  whole 
community.  This  was  entered  on  the  records  at  the  meeting 
held  Nov.  4th,  1686,  when  the  resolution  passed  to  fence  the 
churchyard. 

To  digress  a  little  :  At  this  time  action  was  also  taken  for  pro- 
tecting the  common  woodlands.  "  Whereas,  great  damage  has 
happened  therein  by  the  destruction  of  the  timber,*'  so  the 
order  read,  "  every  one  is  hereby  forbidden  to  cut  any  wood 
within  the  limits  of  the  Town  more  than  he  wants  for  his  own 
use,  under  the  penalty  of  £5,  being  200  guilders." 

But  the  court  on  this  occasion  found  itself  "  weakened  by 
animosities."  The  old  board  had  been  invited  to  sit  with  the 
new  ;  but  one  from  each,  namely,  Cornelis  Jansen  and  his  broth- 
er Laurens,  were  absent,  the  latter  having  just  left  on  a  visit 
to  his  kinsfolk,  the  Roosas,  at  Esopus,  where  he  and  his  cousin 
Reyer  Michielsen  had  been  only  the  year  before.*    Two  of  the 

*  The  RoosA  family,  since  so  muUiplied  in  Ulster  and  adjacent  counties, 
and  known  also  as  /^asa  and  ^ose,  came  from  Herwynen,  Gelderland  ;  sail- 
ing from  Holland  for  this  country,  in  the  ship  Bonte-koe,  Apl.  15,  1660. 
There  were  Albert  Hey  roans  Roosa,  his  w,  Weilke  de  Jonge,  and  eight  chn. 
between  the  ages  ol  ^  and  17  yrs.  Directly  on  arrival  Roosa  went  to  Eso- 
pus (no  doubt  at  the  instance  of  Roelof  Swartwout,  a  fellow-passenger  re- 
turning to  that  place );  where  he  and  his  w.  united  with  the  church,  of  which, 
two  years  later,  he  became  an  elder.  Gov.  Stuyvesant  giving  a  name  to 
Wiltwyck,  May  16,  1661,  appointed  Roosa  one  of  its  first  schepens.  Here 
he  took  up  land,  for  which  he  got  a  patent  Aug.  19,  1664.     He  was  a  man 
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other  members  had  a  quarrel,  one  of  the  old  and  one  of  the 
new  board,  Jan  Nagel  and  Jan  Dyckman,  before  such  good 
friends — aJi  because  a  goose  of  Nagel's,  getting  into  Dyekman's 
grain,  had  been  bitten  by  his  dog.  To  settle  this  weighty  mat- 
ter Joost  van  Oblinnsand  Adolph  Meyer  were,  "  for  this  time," 
called  to  the  bench. 

On  further  deliberation  upon  the  subject  of  their  patent, 
another  paper,  designed  to  amend  the  former  action,  was  drawn 
up  and  signed  by  the  inhabitants,  as  follows,  and  the  value  of 
which  consisted  in  this,  that  it  pledged  them  to  a  pro  rata  dis- 
tribution of  the  lands  held  in  common,  and  which  plan  was 
adhered  to  in  all  the  gener^^l  allotments  subsequently  made. 
Those  with  the  signs  made  their  marks. 

The  underwritten  Persons  subscribe  to  pay  (uxarding  to  Uteir  estates^ 
and  are  to  draw  in  proportion  to  their  estates,  of  the  common  woods  : 

Resalvert  Waldron,  Pieter  van  Oblienis, 

Joost  Van  Oblinus,  Johannes  Vermel je, 

Daniel  Tourneur,  Jan  Dclamater, 

Jan  Hendricks  van  Brevoort,  8,  Arent  Harmans, 

Laurens  Jansen,   th  Abram  dc  Lnmontanie, 

Isaac  Delamater,  Jan  Louwe  Bogert, 

Jan  Nagel,  Jacqueline  Tourneur, 

Cornells  Jansen,  Jacques  Tourneur,  S  T, 

Jan  Dyckman,  Hester  Delamater,  H, 

Barent  Waldron,  Adolph  Meyer,  AD. 
New  IIaeulem,  8th  January,  168f. 

Jan  Tibout,  Clerl, 

Meanwhile  the  new  patent  was  drawn  up.  The  names  of 
those  who  had  subscribed  the  paper  of  January  8th  were  entered 
as  patentees,  only  that  Jacqueline  Tourneur  stood  also  for  her 
son  Jacques,  and  Peter  Parmentier  took  the  place  of  Jan  Louwe 
Bogert.  Then  four  others  were  added,  namely,  John  Delavall, 
in  the  stead  of  his  father,  the  councilor  Spragge,  Johannes 
Verveelen,  and  William  Haldron,  the  smith,  all  freeholders. 
Being  submitted  to  the  attorney-general,  James  Graham,  who 
found  "  nothing  contained  therein  prejudicial  to  His  Majesty's 

of  firm  will  and  great  energy,  being  also  **  wonderful  strong  and  quick." 
Roosa  d.  Feb.  27,  1679,  leaving  a  good  estate  to  his  chn.,  who  were:  Hcy- 
man,  b.  1643,  Arien,  b.  1645,  and  Jan,  b.  165 1 — by  all  whom  the  name  was 
perpetuated — and  drs.  like,  Mary.'Neeltie,  and  lannetie.  The  last  was  m.  to 
Matthys  Ten  Eyck,  of  N.  Y.,  like  to  Roelof  Kierstead,  Neeltie  to  Henry 
Pawling,  and  Mary  to  Laurens  Jansen,  of  H. 
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interest/*  the  patent  was  approved  in  conncil  March  7th,  and 
signed  by  the  governor.*    It  read  as  follows  : 

i!ri)OtnfllEi  HBOnSfltlt  Captain-Gener^l,  Goremor-in-Chief,  and 
Vice-Admiral  in  and  over  the  Province  of  New  York,  and  its  depend- 
encies thereon  in  America,  under  His  Majesty  James  the  Second,  by  the 
Grace  of  God,  of  England,  Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  De- 
fender of  the  Faith,  &c..  To  all  to  whom  these  Presents  sfiall  come, 
iendeth  Cf^reetinff : — Whereas  Richard  Nicolls,  Esq.,  formerly  Gover- 
nor of  this  Province,  hath  by  his  certain  writing  or  Patent,  bearing  date 
the  Eleventh  day  of  October,  Anno  Bom,  One  Thousand  Six  Hundred 
Sixty  Seven,  Did  Gfve,  ratify,  confirm,  and  grant  unto  Thomas  Dela* 
VALL,  Esq.,  John  Verveelen,  Daniel  Tourneur,  Joost  OsiiiNUS,  and 
Resolved  Waldron,  as  Patentees,  for  and  on  the  behalf  of  themselves 
and  their  Associates,  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  New  Harlem, 
their  heirs,  successors,  and  assigns.  All  that  tract,  together  "with  the 
several  parcels  of  land,  which  they  then  had,  or  after  should  be  pur- 
chased, or  procured,  for  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  said  Town,  within  the 
bounds  ana  limits  hereafter  set  forth  and  expressed,  vizt.  Tliat  is  to 
say,  from  the  west  side  of  the  fence  of  the  said  Town,  a  line  being  run 
due  west  four  hundred  English  poles,  without  variation  of  the  compass, 
and  at  the  end  thereof  another  Ime  being  drawn  across  the  Island  north 
and  south  with  the  variation,  that  is  to  say,  north  from  the  end  of  a  cer- 
tain piece  of  meadow  ground,  commonly  called  the  Round  Meadow,  near 
or  na joining  unto  Hudson ^s  or  the  North  River,  and  south  to  the  place 
where  formerly  stood  the  Saw  Mills,  over  against  Verkens  or  Hog  Island 
in  the  Sound  or  East  River,  shall  be  the  western  bounds  of  their  lands, 
and  all  the  lands  lying  and  being  within  the  said  line  so  drawn  north  and 
south  as  aforesaid,  eastward  to  the  end  of  the  Town  and  Harlem  River, 
or  any  part  of  the  said  River  on  which  this  Island  doth  abut,  and  like- 
wise on  the  North  and  East  Rivers,  within  thedimits  aforementioned 
described,  doth  and  shall  belong  to  the  said  Town  ;  As  also  foio*  lots 
of  meofloio  gjvund  upon  the  Main,  marked  with  Number  1,  2,  3,  4, 
lying  over  against  the  Spring,  where  a  passage  hath  been  used  to  ford 
over  from  this  Island  to  the  Main,  ana  from  thence  hither,  With  a 
small  Island  commonly  jcaUed  Stony  Island^  lyinff  to  the  east  of  the  Town 
and  Harlem  River,  going  through  Bronck's  Kill,  by  the  little  and  great 
Barnes  Islands,  upon  which  there  are  Also /our  other  lots  of  m^idoio 

*  John  Spragge,  being  a  member  of  the  Governor's  Council,  and  owning 
the  Baignoux  farm,  managed  to  get  his  name  into  the  Patent.  He  was  pres- 
ent in  Council  when  the  Patent  was  passed  upon.  Mar.  7,  1687,  but  directly 
after  sailed  with  dispatches  for  England,  and  appears  not  to  have  returned 
to  this  country.  On  Dec.  6,  7,  1690.  he  conveyed  his  farm  aforesaid  to  Dr. 
Daniel  Cox.  of  London,  who  on  Apl,  28,  1692,  empowered  his  agent  Jere- 
miah Bass,  Esq.,  of  New  Jersey,  to  sell  it.  No  common  land  was  ever  laid 
out  within  the  Harlem  Patent,  in  virtue  of  this  freehold.  The  next  two 
farms  south  of  Spragge's,  also  partly  within  the  patent  line,  fared  no  better  ; 
except  that  William  Holmes  drew  a  five-morgen  lot  in  1691.  He  owned  the 
centre  farm  and  had  paid  a  small  sum  on  the  Patent.  But  In  the  subse- 
quent divisions  these  three  farms  had  no  share  ;  the  rule  obtaining  that 
those  only  who  had  helped  bear  the  expense  of  the  general  Patent,  were 
named  therein,  and  held  morgen  and  erf  rights  under  it  (the  three  farms 
holding  under  special  patents),  were  entitled  tu  draw  of  the  common  land. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


46G  BISTORT  OF  UABLEM. 

ground,  marked  with  Number  1,  2,  8,  4  ;  Together  with  all  the  mU, 
creeks,  quarries,  woods,  meadows,  pastures,  marshes,  waters,  lakes,  fish- 
ing, hawking,  hunting  and  fowling,  and  all  other  profits,  commodities, 
emoluments  and  hereditaments  to  the  said  land  and  premises,  within  the 
bounds  and  limits  set  forth,  belonging,  or  in  any  wise  appertaining,  Akd 
KLSO  freedom  of  commonage  for  range  and  feed  of  cattle  ana  horses,  further 
west  into  the  woods  upon  this  Island,  as  well  without  as  within  their 
bounds  and  limits  set  forth  and  expressed  ;  To  have  and  to  bold  all 
and  singular  the  said  lands,  island,  commonage,  hereditaments,  and 
premises,  with  their  and  every  of  their  appurtenances,  and  of  every  part 
and  parcel  thereof,  unto  the  said  Patentees  and  their  Associates,  their 
heirs,  successors,  and  assigns,  to  the  proper  use  and  behoof  of  the  said 
Patentees  and  their  Associates,  their  heu-s,  successors,  and  assigns  for- 
ever. And  whereas  Richard  Nicolls,  Esq.,  did  likewise  ratify,  con- 
firm, and  grant  unto  the  said  Patentees  and  their  Associates,  their  heirs, 
successors,  and  assigns.  All  tlie  rights  a^id  pinvileges  belonging  to  a  Toitn 
within  this  government.  With  this  proviso,  or  exception,  that  in  all  mat- 
ters of  debt  or  trespass  of  or  above  the  value  of  Five  Pounds,  they  shall 
have  relation  unto  and  dependence  upon  the  Courts  of  this  City,  as  the 
other  Towns  have  upon  the  several  Courts  of  Session  to  which  they  do 
belong  ;  And  that  the  place  of  their  present  habitation  shall  continue 
and  retain  the  name  of  New  Harlem,  by  which  name  and  style  it  shall 
be  distinguished  and  known  in  all  br.rgains  and  sales,  deeds,  writings, 
and  records  ;  And  that  no  person  tchataoerer  should  be  suffered  or  per- 
mitted to  e7'ect  any  manner  of  house  or  hvilding  upon  this  said  Island, 
tcithin  ttco  miles  of  the  limits  and  boimds  aforementioned,  uithout  the  eon- 
sent  and  approbation  of  the  major  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
Town  ;  And  whereas  the  said  Tmtm  lies  tery  commodious  for  a  Ferry,  to 
and  from  the  Main,  which  may  redound  to  the  particular  benefit  of  the 
inhabitants,  as  well  as  to  a  general  good,  the  freeholders  and  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  town  should,  in  consideration  of  the  benefits  and  priv- 
ileges therein  granted,  as  also  for  what  advantage  they  might  receive 
thereby,  be  enjoined  and  obliged,  at  their  own  proper  costs  and  charge, 
to  build  or  provide  one  or*more  boats  fit  for  the  transportation  of  men, 
horses,  or  cattle,  for  which  was  to  be  a  certain  allowance  given  by  each 
particular  person,  as  should  be  then  ordered  and  adjudged  fit  and  rea- 
sonable ;  They,  the  said  Patentees  and  their  Associates,  their  heirs,  suc- 
cessors, and  assigns,  tendering  and  paying  such  duties  and  acknowledg- 
ments as  then  were  or  after  should  be  established  by  the  laws  of  this 
government,  under  the  obedience  of  His  Royal  Highness,  his  heirs  and 
successors,  as  in  and  by  the  said  Patent,  remaining  upon  record  in  the 
Secretary's  OflBce,  reference  being  thereunto  had,  doth  fully  and  at 
large  appear.  And  whereas,  the  present  inhabitants  and  freeholders 
of  the  Town  of  New  Harlem  aforesaid  have  made  their  application  unto 
me  for  a  more  full  and  ample  confirmation  of  their  premises  to  them, 
their  heirs,  successors,  and  assigns  forever,  in  their  quiet  and  peaceable 
possession  :  Now  know  Ye,  that  by  virtue  of  the  commission  and  au- 
thority to  me  derived,  and  power  in  me  residing,  in  consideration  of 
the  premises,  and  of  the  Quit  Rent  hereinafter  reserved,  I  have  given, 
granted,  rattled,  and  corfvi'm^d,  and  by  these  presents  do  give,  grant, 
ratify,  and  confirm  unto  John  DEiiAVALL,  Resolved  Waldron,  Joost 
VAi^  Oblinus,  Daniel  Tourneur,  Adolph  Meyer,  John  Spragoe, 
Jan  Hendricks  Brkvoort,  Jan  Delamater,  Isaac  Delamater.  Ba- 
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BENT  Waldron,  Johannes  Vermeljb,  Lawrbncb  Jansen,  Peter  vaiJ 
Oblinus,  Jan  Dyckman,  Jan'Naobl,  Arbnt  Harxanse,  Cornelis 
Jan8EN,  Jao^uelinb  Tocrneur,  Hester  Delahater,  Johannes  Ybr- 
YEELEN,  William  Haluron,  Abraham  Montanie,  Peter  Parmentier,* 
as  Patentees,  for  and  on  the  behalf  of  themselves  the  present  free- 
holders and  inhabitants  of  the  said  Town  of  New  Harlem,  their  heirs, 
successors,  and  assigns,  All  and  singular  the  before  recited  tract,  parcel 
and  parcels  of  land  and  meadow,  butted  and  bounded  as  in  the  said 
Patent  is  mentioned  and  expressed,  together  with  all  and  singular  the  mes- 
suages, tenements,  houses,  buildings,  barns,  stables,  orchards,  gardens, 
pastures,  mills,  mill-dams,  runs,  streams,  ponds,  woods,  underwoods, 
trees,  timber,  fencing,  fishing,  hawking,  hunting,  and  fowling,  liberties, 
privileges,  hereditaments,  and  improvements  whatsoever  to  the  said  tract 
of  land  and  premises  belonging,  or  in  any  wise  appertaining,  or  accepted, 
reputed,  taken,  or  known,  or  used,  occupied,  and  enjoyed,  as  part,  par- 
cel, or  member  thereof,  with  their  and  every  of  their  appurtenances ; 
Always  jjrovidedy  that  nothing  contained  therein  shall  be  construed  to 
prejudice  the  right  of  the  City  of  New  York,  or  any  other  particular 
right ;  and  saving  to  the  said  City  of  New  .York,  and  their  successors 
forever,  and  also  saving  to  every  particular  person,  his  heirs  and  assigns, 
that  have  any  right,  interest  or  estate  within  the  limits  of  the  said 
Town  of  New  Harlem,  as  well  as  without  the  limits  of  the  said  Town 
wf  Harlem,  full  power,  liberty  and  privilege  to  build,  cultivate  and  im- 
prbve  all  such  tracts  and  parcels  of  land  as  the  said  City  of  New  York 
now  have,  or  hereafter  shall  have,  within  or  without  and  adjacent  to 
the  limits  of  the  Town  of  Harlem  aforesaid  ;  And  also  tlie  commonage^  of 
the  Town  of  Harlem  aforesaid,  is  to  be  confirmed  within  the  limits  ■ 
above8ai<l,  and  the  right  of  commonage  to  extend  no  further,  any  grant 
or  thing  contained  herein  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding  : 
To  HAVE  AND  TO  HOLi>  tho  sdd  Several  tracts  and  parcels  of  land  and 
premises,  with  their  and  every  of  their  appurtenances,  unto  them  the 
said  John  Delavall,  Resolved  Waldron,  Joost  van  Oblinus,  Daniel  Tour- 
neur,  Adolph  Meyer,  John  Spragge,  Jan  Hendricks  Brevoort,  Jan  Del- 
amater,  Isaac  Delamater,  Barent  Waldron,  Johannes  Vermclje,  Lawrence 
Jansen,  Jan  Dyckman,  Jan  Nagel,  Arent  Harmanse,  Cornelis  Jansen, 
Peter  van  Obhnus,  Jacqueline  Tourneur,  Hester  Delamater,  Johannes 
Verveelen,  William  Haldron,  Abraham  Montanie,  Peter  Parmentier,  as 
Patentees  for  and  on  the  behalf  of  themselves,  their  heirs,  successors, 
and  assigns,  to  the  sole  and  only  proper  use,  benefit,  and  behoof  of  the 
said  Patentees,  their  heirs,  successors,  and  assigns  forever  ;  To  be  holden 
of  His  Most  Sacred  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  in  free  and  common 
90cagfiy  according  to  the  tenure  of  East  Greenwich,  in  the  County  of 
Kent,  in  His  Majesty's  Kingdom  of  England  ;  Yielding,  rendering  and 
paying  therefor,  yearly  and  every  year  forever,  on  or  before  the  Five 
and  Twentieth  day  of  March,  i«  lieu  of  all  services  and  demands  what- 
soever, as  a  Q^it  JRent,  to  His  Most  Sacred  Majesty  aforesaid,  his  heirs 

*  These  names  are  strangely  distorted  in  the  Patent,  as  *'  Recorded  for  the 
Inhabitants  of  Harlem,"  in  Liber  6,  page  192,  of  Patents,  in  the  Secretary  of 
States  Office,  Albany  ;  showing  gross  carelessness  somewhere,  either  on  tho 
part  of  the  recording  clerk,  the  draftsman,  or  the  person  who  made  out  the 
list.  They  are  here  corrected  from  indisputable  data;  and  the  entire  docu- 
ment, is  also  relieved  from  the  crucfities  of  the  old  spelling,  which  serve  no^ 
purpose  but  to  mar  the  text.  .    .      .-  .  * 
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and  successors,  or  to  such  officer  or  officers  as  shall  be  MMfated  to  re- 
ceive the  same,  Sixteen  bushels  of  good  winter  mmdkmtUme  Wh&U^  at  the 
City  of  New  York.  In  testimony  wHjyaRNrlhave  caused  these  prefh 
ents  to  be  entered  upon  record  in  the  Secretary's  Office,  and  the  Seal  of 
the  Province  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  this  Seventh  day  of  March,  1686, 
and  in  the  Third  year  of  His  Majesty's  reign.* 

THO.  DONGAN. 

It  now  remained  to  diseliarge  the  arrears  of  quit  rent,  and  pay 
for  the  patent  To  this,  for  the  time  being,  some  of  the  pay- 
ments on  the  church  had  to  give  way,  as  before  stated.  On 
March  29th  Jan  Louwe  Bogert  brought  in  his  wheat  to  the 
constable,  as  did  others  on  the  same  date,  and  on  April  5th 
nearly  all  the  rest.  It  was  deposited  in  the  loft  of  the  town 
house,  over  130  schepels,  preparatory  to  being  taken  to  Now 
York.  Constable  Brevoort  carted  from  the  loft,  April  29th, 
four  bushels  of  wheat  tis  the  balance  due  for  quit  rent,  under 
the  commutation,  to  wit,  for  the  years  1G83  to  1686,  inclusive.! 
On  June  3d  William  Holmes  paid  11  florins  on  the  patent, 
though  not  named  as  a  patentee,  for  which  he  was  allowed  to 

*  The  Manor  of  East  Greenwich  was  an  ancient  Crown  domain,  which 
had  been  given  successively  to  several  monastic  institutions,  but  was  finally 
recovered  from  one  of  these,  in  exchange  for  other  lands,  by  Henry  VIII.  in 
the  23d  year  of  his  reign.  On  the  sale  of  the  Crown  Lands,  under  Crom- 
well, this  Manor  was  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  State,  and  at  the  Restoration 
fell  again  to  the  Crown,  in  which  it  continued  till  the  accession  of  James  II. 
to  the  throne  in  1685,  when  it  was  bestowed  on  his  queen  as  part  of  her 
j.ointure.  It  was  apparently  in  compliment  to  the  queen  that  it  was  now 
taken  and  cited  as  a  pattern  tenure,  enjoying  all  the  advantages  of  the  free 
and  common  socage^  briefly  explained  on  a  former  page.  The  term  socage  as 
here  used  is  derived  by  Blackstone  from  the  Saxon  soc^  a  privilege^  and 
hence  here  denoting  a  privileged  tenure,  but  others  very  plausibly  refer  it  to 
soca^  9l  plough.  (See  Blackstone ;  the  chapters  on  English  Tenures,)  The 
date  of  the  above  Patent  is  given  in  Old  Style,  by  which  the  year  began 
March  27.     According  to  our  present  reckoning  it  should  be  1687. 

f  The  Quit  Rent  charged  by  the  Dongan  Patent  continued  to  be  assessed 
upon  the  freeholders,  and  paid  to  the  Receiver-General,  down  to  the  opening 
of  the  Revolution,  ffom  which  time  no  further  payments  wcire  made  for  a  term 
of  forty  years.  The  State  Legislature  had  passed  a  law  in  1786,  providing  for 
the  commutation  and  collection  of  all  quit  rents  due  on  the  numerous  land 
patents  granted  by  the  English  colonial  governors  ;  but  nothing  was  done  in 
relation  to  the  Harlem  Patent  till  1815.  I%this  vear  it  was  advertised,  with 
many  others,  to  be  sold  for  the  arrearages  ;  but  the  claim  was  then  cancelled 
by  the  Comptroller  of  the  City  of  New  York,  Thomas  R.  Mercein,  who  00 
>fov.  I,  1815,  paid  to  the  State  Treasurer,  in  three  per  cent  stock,  the  sum  of 
$547.50,  in  full  satisfaction  of  all  the  quit  rents  which  had  accrued  upon  the 
Harlem  Patent  since  Mar.  25,  1774,  and  also  in  commutation  of  all  the  pros- 
pective rents.  This  exaction  of  the  quit  rent  premises  the  validity  of  the 
early  colonial  patents  ;  but  this  point  is  clearly  admitted  by  the  constitution 
of  this  State,  which  annuls  all  colonial  gmnts  and  charters  made  subsequent 
to  Oct.  14,  1775,  but  a£fects  none  given  prior  to  that  date. 
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draw  of  the  common  land  in  the  first  general  allotment^  in  1691. 
On  Oct.  Idth  Johannes  Verreelen  made  the  last  payment,  9 
florins,  12  stiyers  in  money,  by  the  hand  of  his  daughter,  Mrs. 
Meyer.  The  whole  cost  of  the  patent  was  something  over  800 
guilders. 

The  Dongan  patent  was  professedly  designed  for  quieting  the 
freeholders  and  inhabitants  in  their  ancient  rights  and  priv- 
ileges.  Save  that  it  annuls  the  restriction  upon  the  erection  of 
buildings,  and  cuts  off  the  outside  commonage  (a  most  unwar- 
rantable measure),  it  simply  confirms  what  NicoUs'  patent  had 
granted.  The  several  persons  holding  under  Andros'  grants 
to  Elphinstone  and  others,  and  not  named  in  the  patent,  were 
held  to  bo  thereby  excluded  from  its  provisions,  and  from  any 
share  with  the  other  patentees  in  the  common  lands.  The 
limits  of  the  patent,  recited  somewhat  awkwardly,  but  never 
meant  to  be  indefinite  or  uncertain,  plainly  included  so  much  of 
Manhattan  Island  as  lay  to  the  east  and  north  of  the  given  line, 
and  bordering  upon  the  **  Harlem  River,  or  any  part  of  the  said 
Eiver  on  wliich  this  Island  doth  abut,  and  likewise  on  the  North 
and  East  Rivers. '^  It  expressly  comprehended  ''all  the  soils, 
creeks,  quarries,  woods,  meadows,  pastures,  marshes,  waters, 
lakes,  and  all  other  profits,  commodities,  emoluments,  and  hered- 
itaments to  the  said  lands  and  premises,  within  the  bounds  and 
limits  set  forih^  belonging,  or  in  any  wise  appertaining.'' 

If  these  premises  be  admitted,  and  if  the  vacant  lands,  etc., 
granted  by  Dongan's  charter  to  the  Corporation  of  New  York, 
were,  as  that  charter  says,  only  those  "  not  heretofore  given  or 
granted  by  any  of  the  former  Governors,"  wo  may  fairly  ques- 
tion whether  Dongan  did  not  violate  the  ancient  rights  of  the 
Harlem  people,  not  only  as  to  their  commonage,  but  in  giving 
the  Corporation  the  control  of  the  water-line  along  the  exterior 
shore  of  the  Harlem  patent.  But  while  greater  wrongs  must 
inevitably  follow  any  impairing  of  this  now  venerable  and  gen- 
erally conceded  prerogative,  how  can  the  claim  hold  that  it  ex- 
tends alike  to  the  interior  vacant  lands,  creeks  or  marshes,  the 
title  to  which  we  submit  is  rightfully  vested  in  the  heirs  or  as- 
signs of  the  Dongan  patentees  ?  * 

•  This  view  is  taken  in  an  Opinion,  given  by  the  lace  Hon,  Murray  Hoff- 
man, March  13,  1873,  respecting  a  piece  d  Jan4  owned  by  Mr.  Voorhis  ; 
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At  the  date  of  Dongan's  patent  all  was  woodland  and  com- 
mons north  of  Moertje  Davids'  Fly  (Manhattanville),  that  is, 
from  what  were  called  Jochem  Pieters  Hills,  all  the  way  to 
Spuyten  Duyvel ;  the  claims  of  Dyckman  and  Nagel  and  the 
salt  meadows  owned  by  individuals  excepted.  To  this  section  of 
the  island  the  Indians  still  laid  a  claim,  but  which  they  sur- 
rendered to  the  town,  in  lieu  of  "  sundries  delivered  to  the 
natives"  by  Col.  Stephen  van  Cortlandt,  in  behalf  of  the  inhab- 
itants,  Feb.  28th,  1688,  and  a  balance  which  was  not  made  up 
till  March  Ist,  1715,  when  a  tax  was  raised  by  the  freeholders 
for  that  purpose. 

Beside  the  above,  the  yet  unappropriated  woodlands  embraced 
a  few  inconsiderable  parcels  here  and  there  on  the  Flats,  a  larger 
piece  between  Hoorn's  Hook  and  the  Bogert  (since  Benson  or 
McOown)  farm,  and  the  tract  lying  between  the  village  and 
Montague's  Flat,  hitherto  kept  for  pasturage,  containing  some 
250  acres.  It  was  bounded  east  by  Kingsbridge  road,  west  by 
the  creek,  and  stretched  from  where  111th  Street  and  5th 
Avenue  now  intersect  (and  wh6re  said  creek  was  then  crossed  by 
the  road  from  Harlem  to  New  York),  northward  to  131st.  Street 
and  8th  Avenue.  The  allotments  and  sales  made  under  the 
Dongan  patent,  in  and  between  the  years  1691  and  1712,  disposed 
of  most  of  this  tract  and  nearly  all  the  other  common  land 
witliin  the  patent  lines,  though  several  small  pieces  were  not 
sold  till  1753.  The  exact  plan  and  history  of  these  several  al- 
lotments, hitherto  unknown  to  modem  conveyancers,  and  which 

situated  on  Harlem  Creek,  between  2d  and  3d  avenues,  and  extending  from 
loSth  street  toward  109th.  It  lay  in  a  cove  of  the  creek  and  was  part  of  the 
12  acres  (two  of  the  Van  Keulen  Hook  lots)  owned  at  an  early  day  by  Capt. 
Thomas  DelavaU,  and  sold  to  Benjamin  Benson  by  Simon  Johnson,  I747- 
We  quote  one  or  two  paragraphs  from  the  Opinion. 

"  We  can  here  draw  a  natural  and,  we  think,  legal  distinction  between 
the  River  proper  and  a  creek  of  it.  The  former  is  defined  by  the  general 
course  {filum)  of  the  body  of  the  stream,  and  such  course  is  from  point  to 
point  where  there  is  an  indentation  into  the  land,  properly  a  cove.  The  lat- 
ter is  that  indentation.  And  we  could  very  consistently  hold  that  the  land 
under  water  within  the  cove,  between  high  and  low  water  mark  passed,  but 
not  outside  of  it.  This  view  would  be  tenable  even  if  that  was  an  indenta^ 
tion  from  Harlem  River ;  a  fortiori  when  from  Harlem  Creek.  But  the 
creek  itself,  we  contend,  passed  ;  and  the  case  is  then  much  stronger." 

Again,  alluding  to  the  language  of  the  Harlem  Patent,  quoted  in  the  text, 
granting  all  the  soils,  creeks^  etc..  Judge  Hoffmad  very  pertinently  remarks, 
**  It  would  be  difficult  to  get  together  terms  which  would  more  fully  em- 
brace anything  of  land,  of  water,  and  of  any  combination  of  the  two." 
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will  be  found  in  Appendix  J,  not  only  supply  a  vast  deal  of 
cnrions  information  npon  a  new  subjeet,  but,  as  we  conceive, 
have  an  intrinsic  and  permanent  value,  in  connection  with  the 
subsequent  titles,  on  which  they  throw  much  light* 

^There  were  now  remaining  here  but  few  witnesses  to  those 
trials  in  Fatlierland  which  had  so  largely  contributed  to  people 
the  town.  Of  the  French  refugees,  filling  heretofore  so  consid- 
erable a  space  in  its  history,  nearly  all  were  either  dead  or  had 
gone  with  their  families  to  other  parts.  Spirited  and  litigious 
as  were  these  refugees,  wearying  the  courts  with  their  petty  dis- 
putes, the  recital  of  which  may  seem  beneath  the  dignity  of  his- 
tory; they  did  but  betray  in  all  this  the  underlying  national 
trait,  extreme  jealousy  of  their  rights,  the  legitimate  fruit  of 
former  and  sharper  conflicts.  For  them,  in  the  fullest  sense, 
"self-preservation  was  the  first  law  of  nature."  But  we  may 
not  forget  their  many  good  qualities,  nor  their  valuable  agency 
in  building  up  the  town,  in  which  quickness  of  perception, 
promptitude  and  efficiency,  whether  in  official  or  business  rela- 
tions, and  greater  skill  in  various  industries,  supplied  elements 
in  which  the  Dutch  were  not  their  equal.  A  principal  cause  of 
the  removal  of  so  many  of  these  families  was  the  better  facility 
for  obtaining  land  in  the  places  to  which  they  went ;  but  the 
fact  is  also  obvious  that  they  could  not  well  fraternize  with  the 
Dutch,  for  while  the  latter  were  generally  prosperous,  the  French 
were  commonly  **  poor,  and  therefore  forced  to  be  penurious." 
Strongly  attached,  moreover,  to  their  own  frugal  mode  of  liv- 
ing, their  language  and  church  service,  intuitively  they  souglit 
out  the  place  and  society  where  these  advantages  could  be  best 
secured  and  enjoyed.  A  few  of  the  wealthier  families  remained 
here,  as  the  Toumeurs,  Montanyes,  Delamaters,  and  De  Voes, 
held  either  by  property  ties,  or  intermarriage  with  the  Hol- 
landers, to  whom  by  degrees  they  became  assimilated. 

The  court  proceedings  are  curious  and  quite  enjoyable,  as  ex-» 
hibiting  the  prevailing  causes  of  dispute  between  neighbors,  the 

*  The  250  acres  included  the  late  Myer  homestead,  in  the  angle  formed  by 
the  forking  of  the  road  from  Kingsbridge,  together  with  the  Isaac  Day  plot 
i\  acres,  the  William  Molenaor  17  acres,  the  Lawrence  or  Wagstaff  28  acres, 
the  Samson  A.  Benson  or  Race  Course  farm,  Mount  Morris  Park,  Elizabeth 
Benson  25  acres,  and  Samson  Benson  45  acre  tract.  See  notices  of  Afyer 
and  BemoH  families,  and  ////.  /.,  1//  IHvisum,  , 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


472  BISTORT  OF  HARLEM. 

usual  grounds  of  legal  action^  and  the  court  customs  and  joris- 
prudence  of  the  times.  Not  less  valuable  are  the  court  records 
as  an  index  of  the  public  morals.  Cases  of  trespass,  slander,  and 
breach  of  the  peace  were  indeed  too  common,  but  flagrant  crime 
was  almost  unknown.  Not  a  single  manslaughter,  or  action  {or 
divorce,  or  bastardy,  or  a  clear  case  of  petty  larceny,  is  reported 
for  the  entire  half -century  under  review.  The  case  of  arson  by 
a  slave,  as  before  noticed,  and  the  beating  to  death  of  a  negro 
child  in  June  of  this  year  (1687),  are  not  to  be  cited  as  against 
the  general  devotion  to  law  and  order,  which  indeed  was  shown 
in  botli  these  cases  by  a  prompt  report  to  the  mayor,  and  in  the 
last  case,  an  inquest ;  though  no  particulars  are  given,  not  even 
the  name  of  the  pai*ty  implicated.  The  doings  at  town  meetings 
also  prove  beyond  question  the  capacity  of  this  early  community 
for  self-government,  and  for  handling  the  perplexing  questions 
which  came  up  from  time  to  time.  No  superior  ability  is  shown 
in  the  advanced  periods  of  the  town's  history. 

Did  not  the  scope  of  this  volume  limit  it  to  the  '^  origin  and 
early  annals"  of  the  town,  it  would  be  easy  to  find  in  the  varied 
exigencies  of  succeeding  times  much  food  for  sober  thought 
The  Leislerian  troubles  ;  how  deeply  they  affected  some  Harlem 
families  !  The  arbitrary  suspension  of  the  local  court  for  eight 
long  years  after  the  colonial  government  was  settled  in  1691 ; 
what  embarrassment  it  caused,  till  it  was  finally  restored  after 
long  soliciting  the  General  Assembly  1  Unswerving  friends  of 
the  Dutch  Church,  with  what  alarm  they  beheld  the  efforts  of 
Col.  Morris  and  others  to  introduce  the  English  service,  through 
the  ministrations  of  Be  v.  Henricus  Beys  I  And  then  grave 
questions  and  difficulties  attended  the  distributions  of  the  com- 
mon lands.  Coercive  measures  taken  by  the  King's  Beceiver- 
General,  in  1713,  to  levy  quit  rents  not  justly  chargeable,  sub- 
jected six  of  the  principal  inhabitants  to  legal  prosecution  in  the 
Court  of  Chancery.  Other  questions  which  arose  respecting 
their  lands  could  only  be  settled  by  a  reference  to  the  Supreme 
Court  And  the  Pipon-Gouvemeur  imbroglio,  and  questions 
growing  out  of  it,  kept  the  whole  town  disquieted  till  finally 
ended  in  1747.  Then  came  the  sad  discords  and  division  in  the 
Church  between  the  Cmtus  and  the  Oonferentie.  A  desultory 
warfare  with  the  Corporation  of.  Now  York,  concerning  the 
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^'  Commons^"  began  with  the  centnry  and  ended  only  the  year 
before  the  Be  volution.*  And  a  volume  of  itself  mighfc  be  writ- 
ten upon  those  seven  years  of  unprecedented  trial,  under  the 
galling  domination  of  British  and  Hessian  soldiery,  before  the 
distressed  inhabitants  could  realize  the  blessings  of  indepen- 
dence. Aside  from  these  and  a  few  similar  passages,  their  history 
as  a  community  is  meagre  during  the  colonial  period  proper. 
The  recovery  from  the  ruin  of  the  war,  and  the  successive  steps 
by  which  a  sparsely  settled  rural  district  was  transmuted  into 
the  teeming  city,  with  its  wonderful  concomitants  of  churches, 
schools,  railways,  parks,  boulevards,  etc. — which  latter  change 
may  be  dated  from  the  sale  of  the  Commons  in  1825,  and  the 
first  disposal  of  some  of  the  farming  lands  as  city  lots — ^forms  a 
history  of  much  and  varied  interest,  but  still  within  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  living,  and  easily  traced  as  compared  with  that  of 
the  obscure  initial  period  to  which  this  volume  is  chiefly  de- 
voted. 

Not  to  enlarge,  therefore,  upon  these  more  modern  times 
(though  some  of  the  matters  touched  upon  and  others  pertain- 
ing to  these  periods  will  claim  attention  either  in  the  succeeding 
chapter  on  the  patentees,  or  in  the  notes  or  appendix),  the  social 
condition,  at  and  after  the  period  under  review,  presents  some 
interesting  features  yet  to  be  noticed. 

The  inhabitants,  in  their  ways  and  mode  of  living,  preserved 
all  the  characteristics  of  Fatherland.  Wedded  to  their  plaip 
and  primitive  habits,  the  portrait  of  our  early  Dutch  yeomanry, 
as  others  have  drawn  it,  is  here  true  to  the  life,  with  but  slight 
retouching. 

The  village  seats  or  scattered  farm-houses  :  let  us  enter  one, 
bidden  welcome  by  mine  host,  smoking  his  evening  pipe,  in  his 
wonted  seat  on  the  porch.  An  air  of  hospitality  has  the  prem- 
ises, even  to  the  old  well,  with  watering- trough  beside  it,  which, 
placed  conveniently  before  the  house,  with  mossy  bucket 
hung  from  the  primitive  well-pole,  invites  the  gentle  kine  to 

*  The  history  of  this  tract  is  particularly  set  forth  in  the  Deduction  of  the 
Title  to  Harlem  Commons^  forming  pages  117  to  175  of  a  volume  prepared 
by  the  lats  Isaac  Adriance,  and  entided  '*  Conveyances  on  record  in  the 
Register's  Office  by  Dudley  Selden,  from  the  ist  January,  1825,  to  the  ist 
January,  T838.  Printed  by  Alexander  S.  Gould,  144  Nassau  Street,  N.  Y., 
X838."     It  conuins  Maps  of  the  Commons,  as  divided  into  city  lots. 
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come  freely  to  water,  or  the  wayfarer  to  stop  and  slake  his 
thirst.  These  houses  haye  begun  to  be  constructed  with  greater 
regard  to  permanence,  and  even  to  style,  being  solidly  built  of 
stone,  and  of  more  ample  dimensions  than  formerly,  though 
only  of  one  full  story.  The  low  ceilings,  still  void  of  lath  and 
plaster,  expose  the  heavy  oak  beams  as  roughly  hewn,  or,  if  taste 
has  dictated,  planed  and  beaded.  Similar  taste  sometimes  de- 
mands wainscoting,  either  plain  or  in  panels,  around  the  rooms 
and  hall,  and  up  the  broad  stairway,  with  its  oaken  balustrade, 
leading  to  sleeping-chambers  in  the  loft  Outer  doors,  swung 
upon  heavy  strap  hinges,  are  invariably  divided  in  halves  hori- 
zontally, the  upper  one  usually  open  by  day  in  the  warm  season, 
for  the  admission  of  air  and  light  Above  it  perhaps  is  a  sash, 
with  three  or  four  small  panes  of  thick  green  glass,  blown  with 
a  curious  knob  or  swell  in  the  centre.  The  panes  in  the  win- 
dows measure  not  over  seven  by  nine  inches,  and  are  sometimes 
set  in  leaden  cross-bars,  being  protected  by  strong,  close  shut- 
ters, instead  of  the  less  secure  modem  blinds.  The  fireplace, 
with  usually  no  jambs  (but  having  supports  built  into  the  wall), 
gives  ample  room  for  all  around  the  fire.  Thus  suspended,  as  it 
were,  overhead,  the  chimney  mouth  opens  wide  and  flaring  to 
catch  the  fugitive  sparks  and  smoke,  and  forms  a  convenient 
place  in  which,  at  the  proper  season,  to  hang  up  hams,  sausage, 
and  beef  to  cure.  If  the  fireplace  is  built  with  jambs,  these  are 
often  faced  with  gluzcd  earthern  tiles,  imported  from  Holland, 
on  which  are  pictured  Bible  stories  and  other  scenes.  These 
amuse  and  instruct  the  juvenile  part  of  the  family,  who  make 
it  a  favorite  pastime  to  study  out  the  curious  designs.  The  last 
of  these  ornamental  fireplaces  now  recollected  was  in  the  Peter 
Benson  stone  house,  which  stood  in  109th  Street,  between  2d 
and  dd  Avenues,  and  was  demolished  in  1865. 

Plain  and  substantial  were  their  dwellings,  and  in  perfect 
accord  with  the  manners  and  tastes  of  the  occupants,  which 
were  simple,  unaffected,  and  economical  Slow  and  deliberate 
in  what  they  did,  it  was  made  up  by  patience  and  application. 
And  no  people  could  have  been  more  independent  of  the  outside 
world.  The  farmer  burnt  his  own  lime,  tanned  his  own  leather, 
often  made  all  the  boots  and  shoes  worn  by  himself  and  family, 
and  did  much  of  his  own  carpenter  and  wheelwright  work. 
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Their  help  in  the  beary  farm  work  was  mainly  African  slaves, 
who,  at  this  time,  nambered  as  one  to  four  whites. 

Primitive  were  their  methods  of  farming  ;  it  was  not  the  era 
of  iron  ploughs,  horsc-rakes,  and  reapers.  The  scythe  was  used 
m  mowing  grass.  The  cradle  was  then  unknown,  and  instead 
of  which  all  grain  was  cut  with  sickle,  or  with  the  sith  and 
1u>ok.  The  sith  had  a  blade  similar  to  that  of  the  scythe,  but 
only  half  as  long,  to  which  was  attached  a  snath  of  about  the 
same  length,  having  at  the  other  end  a  loop  like  that  of  a  shovel- 
handle.  The  hook  was  made  of  a  slender  wooden  stock,  three 
feet  long,  from  the  end  of  which  ran  out  at  a  right  angle  a  small 
iron  prong' about  eight  inches  long.  When  used  the  hook  was 
held  in  the  left  hand  near  the  middle,  where,  to  prevent  its 
turning,  was  a  socket  for  the  thumb  to  rest  in,  the  prong  being 
turned  from  the  person.  The  hook,  pressed  against  the  stand- 
ing grain,  served  to  hold  it  in  place,  while  it  was  cut  by  a  swing 
of  the  sith,  which  was  held  in  the  other  hand.  The  cut  grain 
was  thus  left  leaning  against  that  still  uncut,  till  the  reaper,  or 
his  attendant  following  after  him,  gathered  and  bound  it  into 
sheaves.  Nothing  was  deemed  more  important  than  to  cut  and 
lay  in  a  good  supply  of  salt  hay,  which  was  then  thought  indis- 
pensable for  the  healthy  subsistence  of  cattle  through  the  win- 
ter. It  was  for  this  reason  that  a  piece  of  salt  meadow  was 
regarded  as  a  necessary  appendage  to  every  farm,  and  was  not 
less  valuable  in  the  view  of  the  early  settlers  than  so  much  up- 
land. 

The  children  wore  brought  up  to  those  habits  of  industry 
which  the  parents  themselves  found  so  profitable.  The  sons 
were  invariably  given  a  useful  trade,  and  the  daughters  well 
taught  in  all  household  duties.  While  the  men  were  engaged  in 
the  out-door  work  of  the  farm,  the  women,  in  short  gown  and 
slippers,  the  common  indoor  dress,  were  as  busy  at  their  special 
avocations.  The  spinning-wheel  was  brought  out  and  set  in 
motion  as  soon  as  wool  and  flax  could  be  prepared  in  the  fall, 
and  so  each  family  made  its  own  '^  homespun,*'  as  it  was  termed, 
both  white  and  colored,  to  supply  its  members  with  clothing  ; 
while  she  was  considered  but  a  poor  candidate  for  matrimony 
who  could  not  show  her  stores  of  domestic  linens,  and  other 
products  of  her  maiden  industry.     The  dames,  so  saving  were 
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they  of  tlieir  t!roe»  usually  took  their  Bpinning-wheels,  on  going 
to  spend  a  social  afternoon  with  a  neighbor.  Nor  were  the 
females  unwilling  to  help  in  the  field  during  the  busy  season  of 
haryest  or  corn-gathering.  Side  by  side  with  their  fathers,  broth- 
ers, and  husbands,  they  vied  with  them  in  raking  hay  or  car- 
rying sheaves ;  and  their  presence  gaye  a  charm  to  the  merry 
time  of  husking. 

Broom  and  scrubbing-brush,  with  a  periodical  f^^AiY^washing, 
frequently  tinted  yellow  or  green^  kept  their  apartments  cleanly 
and  neat.  The  carpet,  when  first  introduced  called  in  derision 
a  diri-covery  was  in  those  days  unknown  hero.  The  bare  floors, 
as  scrupulously  clean  as  the  bare  table  on  which  they  ate  their 
meals,  were  regularly  scrubbed,  then  sprinkled  with  the  fine 
beach  sand  which  was  brought  to  the  city  by  the  boat-load,  and 
peddled  in  carts  through  the  streets  and  roads  of  the  island. 
On  cleaning-day  it  was  spread  moistened  in  little  heaps  over  the 
floor,  the  family  being  taught  to  tread  carefully  between  them. 
To  disturb  these  would  sadly  mar  the  economy  of  the  good 
housewife,  and  maybe  provoke  some  good  honest  scolding  in 
Dutcli  !  The  next  day  the  sand,  now  dry,  was  swept  in  waves, 
or  other  figures,  by  drawing  the  broom  lightly  over  it  It  was 
in  truth  but  a  sample  of  the  general  tidiness  which  ruled  the 
premises. 

Living  so  largely  within  themselves,  they  knew  little  of  the 
dangers  and  diseases  incident  to  luxury  and  indolence.  Their 
clothing,  bedding,  etc.,  all  of  their  own  homespun,  most  that 
their  table  required  the  farm  supplied,  to  which  a  mess  of  clams 
or  fish  often  gave  variety  ;  but  no  dish,  with  the  Dutch  farmer, 
could  compete  with  his  speck  en  koole,  pork  and  cabbage. 

Their  pride  was  of  a  kind  that  was  no  bar  to  pleasure,  if  their 
only  coach  was  a  common  wagon,  or  perchance  an  ox-cart ! 
Home-made  linsey-woolsey  gave  content  equally  with  the  finest 
imported  fabrics,  and,  says  a  contemporary,  "  though  their  low- 
roofed  houses  may  seem  to  shut  their  doors  against  pride  and 
luxury,  yet  how  do  they  stand  wide  open  to  let  charity  in  and 
out,  either  to  assist  each  other  or  relieve  a  stranger.''  Another 
bears  this  testimony  :  ^'  They  are  sociable  to  a  degree,  their 
tables  being  as  free  to  their  neighbors  as  to  themselves."  And 
hospitality  could  not  do  too  much  for  the  guest  if  welcome  ;  the 
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.acme  only  reached  if  he  tarried  for  the  night,  when,  soon  after 
sunset,  he  was  snitgly  ensconced  in  the  best  bed,  made  of  softest 
down^  and  between  homespun  linen  sheets,  from  which,  if  cold, 
the  chill  was  taken  by  the  indispensable  warming-pan  !  At  the 
same  time  the  idea  of  warming  the  church  was  yet  unfledged, 
nor  was  this  provided  for  till  early  in  the  present  centurj-,  when 
a  stove  was  introdaced.  Before  this,  each  church-going  matron 
took  to  comfort  her  her  little  foot-stove  and  her  Dutch  Bible 
with  silver  clasps  I  Intermarriages  among  the  resident  families 
was  the  rule,  and  he  was  thought  a  bold  swain  truly  who  ven- 
tured beyond  the  pale  of  the  community  to  woo  a  mate.  And 
with  the  unaffected  welcome,  a  keen-eyed  scrutiny  also  awaited 
the  blushing  bride,  on  her  first  arrival  from  the  charming  vales 
of  Bloomingdale,  the  hills  of  Westchester,  or  rural  home  at 
Bergen,  Hackensack,  or  Esopus.  When  friends  gathered  socially, 
or  happened  to  meet,  as  at  the  village  tavern,  conversation  run- 
ning in  mellifluous  Dutch,  turned,  as  usual  with  farmers,  upon 
their  crops,  or  on  horses  or  cattle,  or  modes  of  farming,  unless 
some  special  topic  intruded.  With  the  good  Juffrouws^  church 
matters  and  the  domines  last  visit  were  always  in  order.  Not 
many  survived  who  could  speak  from  personal  recollection  of 
the  Fatherlands ;  yet  we  cannot  misjudge  of  the  themes  on 
which  a  few  gray  heads  could  still  dilate,  with  all  the  effect  of 
eye-witnesses  or  actual  participants.  Good  Joost  van  Oblinus— 
the  thrilling  incidents  of  the  French  invasion  of  Flanders,  his 
escape  with  parents  to  Holland,  sojourn  at  Mannheim,  second 
flight  before  French  invaders,  and  final  adieu  to  the  dear  shores 
of  Europe.  Mrs.  Toumeur,  in  tender  childhood  a  victim  of 
that  cruel  war,  and  driven  with  others  of  her  family  from  her 
native  Hesdin,  probably  on  its  capture  by  Louis  XIII.,  in  1639 ; 
hers  was  a  tale  of  trials,  of  which  we  have  but  the  veriest  out- 
line. And  Mrs.  Delamater,  the  daughter  of  a  refugee,  depict- 
ing her  young  life  at  Canterbury,  and  the  humble  abode  where 
she  was  bom  and  reared,  whence  also,  on  the  quiet  Sabbath,  she 
was  wont  to  accompany  her  parents  to  the  grand  old  cathedral, 
and  down  by  a  flight  of  istone  steps  into  the  solemn  crypt  or 
Tault,  where  the  French  and  Walloons  used  to  meet  for  divine 
service,  a  privilege  long  before  granted  them  by  good  Queen 
Bess.     And  Frederick  De  Vaux,  or  De  Voe,  who  lived  to  a 
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patriarchal  age,  and  probably  was  the  last  survivor  of  the  refa- 
gees  experimentally  familiar  with  persecution  and  hair-breadth 
escapes  in  fleeing  his  native  land  ;  facts  still  among  the  lingering 
traditions  of  his  family.*  Now  Bogert  and  the  Jansens  grow 
mellow  over  the  good  old  times  at  Schoonrewoert ;  or  the  other 
trio,  Meyer,  Dyckman,  and  Bussing,  draw  parallels  between  the 
soils  or  productions  of  Harlem  and  their  native  Bentheim,  so 
famed  ;  or  again  the  well-companioned  Waldron  and  Verveelen 
live  amid  former  scenes  in  busy  old  Amsterdam — the  shop- 
keeper's son,  perchance,  garrulous  over  shrewd  bargains  in 
trade,  and  the  "  book-printer"  of  the  Teerketeh-steeg,  once  more 
among  his  type  and  forms,  and,  as  of  old,  thro.wing  off  from  his 
new  press,  which  his  townsman  Blaau,  the  map-printer,  and 
former  assistant  to  Tycho  Brah6,  had  brought  to  such  perfection, 
fresh  sheets  of  learned  folios,  full  fifty  impressions  per  hoar ! 
But  should  conversation  chance  to  turn  upon  some  controverted 
question,  either  of  politics  or  theology,  and  the  latent  fire  once 

*  Frederick  db  Vaux,  the  anc.  of  the  De  Voe  family,  has  already  had  a 
partial  notice.  Born  on  Walloon  soil,  as  records  inform  us,  tradition  has 
handed  down  some  touching  particulars  of  the  flight,  the  pursuit  of  bloody 
persecutors,  and  the  escape  into  Holland.  How  long  Frederick  de  Vaux  so- 
journed at  Mannheim  is  unknown,  but  long  enough  to  obtain  citizenship. 
He  emigrated  in  16^5,  bringing  a  passport  from  the  authorities  of  that  place, 
a  copy  of  which  is  given  on  a  former  page.  He  was  then  a  widower,  but  in 
1677  he  m.  Esther,  dr.  of  Daniel  Tourneur.  To  the  lands  in  Westchester, 
since  the  Cromwell  farm,  gotten  with  his  w.,  he  added,  as  we  have  seen,  the 
Bickley  tract,  or  De  Voe's  Point.  He  also  provided  his  sons,  Daniel  and 
Abel,  with  large  farms  at  Fordham  and  New  Rochelle.  Living  in  his  later 
years  among  his  several  chn.,  he  d.  in  New  Rochelle,  in  1743,  at  the  vener- 
able age  of  ab.  90  yrs.,  and  was  buried  on  the  farm  of  his  «on  Abel  His 
chn.  were  Frederick.  Daniel,  Joseph,  Abel ;  Rachel,  who  m.  Johannes  Dyck- 
rcan  ;  Esther,  m.  Levi  Vincent ;  Susannah,  m.  Andrew  Nodine  ;  Mary,  m. 
Evert  Brown  and  Joshua  Bishop  ;  Leah,  m.  Nathaniel  Bailey ;  Dinah,  m. 
Louis  Guion  and  Tobias  Concklin  ;  Judith,  m.  Johannes  Barhite,  and  Abi- 
gail, who  d.  unm.  Daniel  De  Voe  settled  in  Fordham,  and  Abel  in  New 
Rochelle,  upon  the  farms  conveyed  to  them  by  their  fa.  before  his  d.  Joseph 
removed  to  the  city  of  N.  Y.,  where  he  d.  in  1764,  leaving  a  family.  Fred- 
erick, the  eldest  son,  succeeded  to  the  paternal  estate  at  De  Voe's  Point, 
under  a  deed  ol  June  13,  1721,  and  where  he  d.  in  1753.  He  m.  twice,  and 
had  chn.  Frederick  (3d  of  the  name),  Daniel,  David,  John,  Thomas,  Abra- 
ham, Abigail,  Hester,  Sarah,  Mary,  and  Leah,  This  old  and  respectable 
family  is  now  widespread  and  numerous.  The  brs.  Isaac,  Thomas  Farring- 
ton,  James,  Moses  (of  Fordham),  John  Appleby  (dec).  George  W.,  and 
Frederick  W.  De  Voe,  are  sons  of  the  late  John  De  Voe,  of  N.  Y.,  who  d. 
Aug.  29,  1853,  «.  68  yrs.,  having  attained  the  same  age  as  his  fa.,  John  De 
Voe,  of  Yonkers,  or  Philips  Manor,  who  d.  Sept.  24,  1824,  being  the  son  of 
Frederick  De  Voe,  3d,  aforesaid.  To  the  estimable  Col.  Thomas  F.  De 
Voe,  of  N.  Y.,  we  are  indebted  for  many  of  these  particulars. 
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kindle,  the  dispute  was  sure  to  run  high ;  for  only  then  their 
tobacco-pipes  lost  the  power  to  soothe — that  solace  alike  of  their 
working  and  their  leisure  hours,  and  by  no  means  confined  to 
the  males  ;  but  yet  the  good  domine  set  the  example  ! 

Large  productive  farms,  and  a  convenient  market  for  all  they 
had  to  sell,  led  to  certain  wealth,  and  no  thriftier  farmers  were 
to  be  fpund  anjrwhere.  They  were  proud  too — of  their  broad 
acres,  fine  stock,  lands  well  tilled  and  bams  well  filled  !  But 
not  the  alluring  example  ever  before  their  eyes  could  win  them 
to  the  display  and  ceremony  of  city  life  ;  though  the  latter,  sim- 
plicity itself  as  compared  with  the  demands  of  modern  fashion, 
sets  in  stronger  contrast  the  style  of  living,  so  unpretentious  yet 
rational,  which  obtained  in  even  the  wealthier  families,  as  the 
Waldrons,  Meyers,  Bensons,  and  Bussings.  English  modes  and 
manners  could  make  but  slow  advance  among  a  people  so  tena- 
cious of  the  Holland  tongue,  who  for  half  a  century  later  kept 
their  records  in  Dutch,  and  their  accounts  in  guilders  and 
stivers.* 

This  picture  of  the  former  times,  so  rudely  drawn  and  void  of 
limner^s  art,  is  yet  worthy  of  thoughtful  study.  As  every  age 
has  had  its  virtues  as  Avell  as  its  vices,  things  which  men  admire 
and  (emulate,  so  the  initial  days  of  our  colonial  history  teem  with 
instructive  lessons  in  all  that  pertains  to  manly  aims  and  right 
living,  the  study  of  which  is  calculated  to  make  one  wiser  and 
better.  If  the  present  effort  to  restore  a  knowledge  of  the  Har- 
lem founders  shall  subserve  so  useful  a  purpose,  and  the  sequel 
to  their  history,  as  now  to  be  given  in  that  of  the  patentees  and 
their  families,  shall  in  any  degree  contribute  to  the  same  result, 
we  may  count  our  labor  not  wholly  lost. 

*  In  i6SS  the  valuation  of  Real  Estate  in  the  several  Wards  of  the  City  of 
New  York  was  as  follows  : 

Out  Ward,  Harlem  Division £1,723 

do.        Bowery  Division 4, 140 

North  Ward 7.625 

West  Ward 9,600 

East  Ward 9,648 

Dock  Ward 16,241 

South  Ward 29,254 
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CHAPTER  XXIV. 

;,  NonCSS  OF  THB  PATIimiBS  AKD  THBIB  HSIBS  OB  8CTOC188(»8. 

BENSON. 

WITH  those  whose  recollections  of  Harlem  run  back  a  gener- 
ation or  more,  to  the  time  when  it  yet  retained  all  the 
charms  of  a  quiet  rural  suburb — ere  **  trade's  unfeeling  train 
usurped  the  land  and  dispossessed  the  swain'' — the  name  of  this 
locality  finds  almost  a  synonym  in  that  of  Benson  ;  so  largely 
identified  was  this  respectable  family  with  the  history  and 
landed  interests  of  the  town.  Standing  first  in  alphabetical 
order,  we  cheerfully  aee^fA  ii  the  precedence,  which  it  may 
properly  claim  among^  these  genealoj^ical  notoL* 

Cfapt.  JoHAKKES  BBirsoN,  the  first  of  the  family  ta  locate 
here,  is  not  named  in  Dongan's  patent,  as  he  was  not  then  a 
resident,  nor  till  some  ten  j^ears  after  ;  but,  purchasing  the  Bo- 

Srt  farm,  he  thereby  acquired  the  rights  of  a  patentee,  before 
e  final  division  of  the  common  lands,  in  wmch  he  shared ; 
and  his  desc.  continued,  as  we  shall  see,  amon^  the  largest  pro- 
prietors at  Harlem  till  it  ceased  to  be  an  agricultural  comma- 
nity.  His  fa.,  Dirck  Bensinffh,  as  commonly  called,  was  not  a 
Hollander,  but  a  Swede,  according  to  the  tradition  in  the  family, 
as  old  Lawrence  Benson  used  to  say  ;  and  this  is  borne  out  by 
the  original  form  of  the  name.  Perhaps,  to  be  more  exact,  DircK 
was  a  Dane.  We  have  traced  him  from  Oroningen  to  Amster- 
dam, and  thither,  with  his  w.  Catalina  Berck,  to  New  Amster- 

*  These  sketches  do  not  claim  to  be  complete  genealogies,  but  are 
designed  to  preserve,  in  the  case  of  each'  family,  enough  of  its  history  to 
interest  its  living  members,  and  to  enable  many  of  them  to  identify  their 
connection  with  the  parent  stock ;  whil6  others,  wishing  to  perfect  their 
line  of  descent,  will  here  find  a  valuable  beginning  for  such  a  work.  As 
serving  to  elucidate  the  land  titles,  by  showing  the  transmission  of  real 
property  in  the  several  families — and  this,  bv  including  all  the  patentees, 
necessarily  embracing  all  the  lands  within  the  township  or  patent  lines— 
these  sketches  have  a  special  importance.  The  result  of  many  years'  search 
amonff  authentic  records,  they  are  believed  to  be  substantially  correct  and 
reliable,  whether  as  genealogies  or  otherwise ;  any  venerable  hearsay  or 
family  traditions,  so  called,  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

By  observing  that  the  grandchildren  of  the  ancestor  ^r  patentee)  are 
named  in  italics^  the  first  three  generations  may  be  more  readily  distin- 
guished and  the  relationships  traced.  For  a  key  to  the  abbreviations  used, 
see  table  at  the  end  of  the  General  Contents. 
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dam.  See  page  103.  Here  he  bought  a  house  and  lot  near  the 
fort,  Aug.  23,  1649,  and  the  next  year  another  on  Broadway. 
On  June  29,  1654,  at  his  desire,  the  Director  and  Council 
allowed  him  ''  to  leave  this  i)lace  to  promote  his  own  affairs." 
Goin^  to  Fort  Orange,  he  built  upon  a  lot  which  had  been'grant- 
ed  him  Oct.  25,  1653,  and  proved  himself  an  industrious  and 
worthj  citizen.  He  worked  as  a  carpenter  on  the  new  church 
built  m  1656  ;  in  1658  he  loaned  the  deacons  100  gl.  He  d. 
Feb.  12,  1659.  Three  years  later  Dirck's  wid.  m.  Harman 
Tomasz.Hun. 

Dirck  Benson's  chn.  were  Dirck,  b.  1650  ;  Samson,  b.  1652  ; 
Johannes,  b.  1655  ;  Catrina,  b.  1657,  who  m.  Doctor  Reynier 
Schaets  and  Jonathan  Bradhurst ;  and  Maria>  b.  1659,  who  m. 
Volckert  van  Hoesen.  Thq  three  sons  of  Benson  grew  up  in 
Albany  much  respected,  and  all  became  chh.  mem.  Samson  set 
up  a  pottery,  and  was  known  as  the  **  pottebacker."  Dirck 
became  a  skipper  on  the  Hudson,  sailing  the  sloop  Eeiidraght 
between  Albany  and  New  York.  Johannes  was  probably  an 
innkeeper,  for  in  1689,  when  apprehensions  existed  of  a  French 
and  Indian  invasion  from  Canada,  a  committee  of  safety,  of 
which  Lieut.  Job.  Benson  was  a  member,  directed  "  thatr  the 
people  of  Patcook  do  make  their  retreat  to  Johannes  Bensing's 
upon  occasion."  Raised  to  a  captaincy  soon  after,  he  performed 
useful  service  during  those  fearful  times.  The  midnight  massa- 
cre at  Schenectady,  Feb.  8,  1690,  in  which  their  br. -in-law. 
Doctor  Schaets,  then  a  justice  of  the  peace  at  that  place,  was 
slain,  together  with  one  of  his  sons,  and  the  continuance  of 
French  and  Indian  hostilities,  quite  unsettled  the  Bensons  and 
their  families  (for  the  three  brs.  were  now  m.),  and  they  finally 
transferred  their  residence  to  N.  T.,  Dirck  in  1693,  and  Samson 
and  Johannes  in  1696,  when  the  public  alarm  became  so  great 
as  to  cause  many  such  removals. 

Dirck  and  Samson  remained  in  the  city,  while  Johannes 
catne  to  H.,  and  bought  a  place  in  the  village  from  Peter  van 
Oblienis.*    It  consisted  of  the  two  erven  lymg  easterly  of  the 

•  The  Bensons,  cf  New  York  City,  became  numerous ;  we  subjoin  a 
brief  notice  of  them,  as  of  interest  to  their  desc,  and  to  save  the  mistaking 
of  persons  of  similar  Christian  name,  so  often  recurring  in  both  branches  of 
the  family,  a  plan  we  have  also  pursued  in  regard  to  some  other  names,  for 
a  like  reason. 

Derick  Benson,  b.  1650,  m.  Thysie  Claes,  dr.  of  Claes  Tansen  Stavast, 
of  Albany,  by  whom  were  all  his  chn.,  and  secondly,  Jannetie,  dr.  of 
Barent  Pietersen  Coeymans,  of  Albany,  who  survived  him.  Derick  became 
wealthy  ;  owning,  among  other  property,  1000  acres  of  land  on  the  Raritan, 
which  he  sold,  in  1697,  to  bis  fa.-in-law,  Coeymans,  and  on  which  his  son, 
Andries  Coeymans,  afterward  settled.  In  1701,  Benson  leased  the  ferry 
between  N.  Y.  and  Brooklyn,  for  seven  yrs.  at  £130  a  yr.,  but  lost  money 
at  it.    For  additional  items  respecting  Derick  Benson,  see  the  Bergen  Gene' 
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third  cross  street^  which  Peter's  fa.  had* gotten  from  Lubbert 
Gerritsen,  as  heretofore  noticed,  and  which  he  formally  convey- 
ed to  Peter  Dec.  28,  1699,  after  the  latter  had  sold  it  to  Beo- 
son.  It  formed  a  part  of  the  late  Dunning  plot  of  4  acres.  Ben- 
son was  still  here  Nov.  16,  1700,  when  he  acted  as  an  arbiter 
in  settling  the  Tourneur  estate,  and  on  Dec.  13  ensuing  he 
voted  for  building  a  new  bridge  "  at  the  stone  bridge,*'  which 
crossed  the  Mill  Creek  at  llltn  Street.  But  in  the  mean  time 
his  br.-in-law  Van  Hoesen,  also  quitting  Albany,  had  settled 
as  a  fanner  and  innkeeper  at  the  Indian  Sappokaniken,  just 
without  the  city  on  the  North  Kiver  side ;  otherwise  called  by 
the  Dutch  New  Nordwychy  and  also  from  Gerrit  Bas,  a  proprie- 
tor there,  Baasen  Bouweryy  a  contraction  of  "  Bas  syn  bouwery.*' 
It  has  since  been  known  as  Greenwich  Village.  At  this  place 
lived  the  Mandevilles,  the  Van  Schaicks,  etc.,  and  here  Jacob 

alogy.  He  d.  June  26,  1717,  having  had  chn.,  Catalina,  b.  i683»in.  John  F. 
Vandermeulen  and  John  Kelly;  Eve,  b.  1686,  d.  young;  Rachel,  b.  16S9, 
m.  Hans  Bergen;  Eve,  b.  1693,  m.  1717.  Anthony  Duane,  fa.  (but  by  a 
second  w.)  of  Hon.  James  Duane;  Derick,  b.  1696,  d.  Aug.  30,  1734;  and 
lliysie,  b.  1699.  who  m.  James  Henderson,  of  N.  Y.,  merchant.  As  Derick, 
last  named,  left  no  desc,  his  uncle  Samson  becomes  the  bead  of  ail  the 
later  N.  Y.  Bensons,  not  of  the  H.  branch. 

SAMiiON  Benson,  the  potter,  b.  in  1652,  m.  first,  Tryntie  van  Deusen  (sr. 
to  the  \v.  of  Joh),  by  whom  were  all  his  chn.  but  one  ;  and  secondly,  Gne- 
tie,  dr.  of  Abm.  Kermer,  and  wid.  of  Capt.  Jacob  van  Tilburs ;  Benson 
being  her  third  hus.,and  surviving  her.  We  have  not  located  Benson's 
pottery,  but  he  owned  a  house  and  lot  in  Smith  street  (now  William,  below 
Maiden  Lane),  bought  of  Dr.  Lucas  van  Tienhoven,  and  which  his  execu- 
tors sold  to  his  son  Harman,  Feb.  4. 1732.  He  d.  June  2,  1730.  having  had 
13  chn.,  viz  :  Catalina,  b.  1675,  d.  1706,  having  m.  1697,  Stoflel,  also  called 
Theophilus,  Pelts ;  Derick,  b.  1677  ;  Teuwes,  or  Matthew,  b.  1679 ;  Har- 
man,  b.  1681 ;  Samson,  b.  1684 ;  Robert,  b.  1686  ;  William,  b.  1687 ;  Eliza- 
beth, b.  1689,  m.  Egbert  van  Borsum  ;  Johannes,  b.  1692  ;  Helena,  b.  1694 ; 
Maria,  b.  1696,  who,  with  Wm.,  Joh.  and  Helena,  d.  early  ;  Henricus,  b. 
1698,  and  Catalina,  b.  1707  (after  the  elder  ch.  so  called  was  d.),  and  who 
was  unm.  in  1726. 

Derick  Benson,  b.  1677,  also  a  potter,  lived  in  Crown  street  (now  LibertyX 
and  d.  in  1725.  By  his  w.,  Elizabeth  Radcliflf,  who  survived  him,  he  had 
Samson,  b.  1712  (who  m.  Catharine  Peck,  and  had  Derick,  b.  1741 ;  Johan- 
nes, 1744,  etc.  ;  perhaps  went  to  Albany) ;  Catharine^  b.  1714,  who  m.  Capt. 
Abraham  Eight,  of  N.  Y.(fa.  of  the  excellent  Abro.  Eighth,  Esq.,  of  Albany, 
dec.  fa.  of  the  late  Dr.  Jona.  Eights:  See  Pearson^ s  First  Settlers) \  Racktl^ 
b.  1716,  who  m.  Frederick  Fine,  of  N.  Y.;  Johannes,  b.  1718 ;  Derick^  b. 
1721 ;  Matthew^  b.  1723  ;  and  Elizabeth,  b.  1725.  On  Apl.  9,  1754,  the  wid., 
Elizabeth,  and  her  two  drs.,  Catharine  (with  her  hus.,  Capt.  Eight)  and 
Rachel,  the  last  being  also  a  wid.,  sold  the  residence  in  Crown  street  to 
Rem  Rapelje,  bolter,  for  £300. 

Matthew  Benson,  mason,  b.  1679,  d.  1721.  He  m.,  1706,  Catrina,  dr.  of 
Jonathan  Provoost,  and  their  chn.,  that  reached  maturity,  were  Samson,  b. 
1713 ;  Catharine,  b.  1716,  and  Catalina,  b;  1719.  His  will,  made  May  9, 
1721,  was  proved  Dec.  9,  1755,  on  the  oath  of  Henry  Riker,  one  of  the  wit- 
nesses.   On  Apl.  30, 1753,  the  wid.,  with  Catharine  and  Catalina,  the  ap- 
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Gornelissen  Stille  (see  Woertendyk  and  Somerindyk)  had  an 
improved  farm  of  100  acres  whicn  Job.  Benson  bought  Dec.  G, 
1699,  for  2000  gl.  Hither  Benson  soon  removed,  having  agreed, 
Nov.  12,  1701,  to  sell  his  house  and  lot  at  H.  (for  which  ho 
had  obtained  a  deed  Mar.  15  preceding),  to  liis  eldest  son 
Samson,  now  m.  to  a  dr.  of  Adolph  Meyer.  With  it  Samson 
bought  "  a  negro,  with  a  plough,  and  iron- work  for  a  wagon,  as 
also  37  schepels  of  seed  rye  and  wheat,"  all  for  £130,  which  he 
had  till  May  1705  to  pay  for,  and  then  to  receive  his  deed. 

After  several  years  at  the  Bassen  Boawery,  Capt.  Benson 
bought  the  farm  of  Jan  Louwe  Bogert,  Sept.  21,  1706,  and  the 
next  spring  returned  to  H.,  to  spend  the  rest  of  his  days.  In 
the  divisions  of  1712  he  drew  his  proportion  of  land,  for  which 
see  App.  J.  He  added  otherwise  to  his  acres,  which  numbered 
182  in  1715.     Capt.  Benson  d.  this  year;  his  wid.,  Elizabeth 

viving  children — the  last  unm.,  and  Catharine,  then  the  w.  of  Thomas 
Moore,  \veaver— sold  property  of  Matthew  Benson,  to  Charles  Johnson, 
schoolmaster.  But  it  would  appear  that  Samson  m.,  1735,  Janneiie  Ar- 
ment,  and  had  issue,  Matthew,  1741,  lonathan,  1744,  Lucas,  1746,  Come- 
liiis,  1748. 

Harman  Benson,  carpenter,  b.  1681,  m.,  1702,  Aeltie,  dr.  of  Victor 
Bicker,  and  surviving  her  six  years,  d,  Oct.  7,  1743.  Their  chn.  were 
Catharine,  b.  1703,  who  m.  John  Leake  ;  Claesie,  also  called  Cloe.  b.  1705, 
m.  David  Scott,  and  Mr,  John  van  Aernhem  ;  Samson^  b.  1707  ;  Caialina,  b. 
171 1,  m,  John  Walker  ;  Victor,  b.  1714  ;  Annetie,  b.  1716,  m.  John  Man  ; 
and  Harmanust  b.  1 719,  who  m.,  1742,  Judith  Castang.  t 

Samson  Benson,  cooper,  b.  1684,  m.,  1710,  Maria,  dr.  of  Abraham  Bokee, 
and  d.  Nov.  29,  1732.  His  chn.,  except  three  that  d.  early,  were  Abraham^ 
b.  1712,  living  1763,  m.  Anna  Tilly,  1739,  ^"^  ^^^  ^  family ;  Samson,  b. 
1714,  was  a  mariner,  m.  Elizabeth  Williams,  1737.  had  a  Samson,  1739,  etc., 
his  wid.  appointed  administratrix  June  i,  1743  ;  Catkarine^  b.  1715,  m.  James 
Taylor ;  ^nd  John,  b.  1725,  who  d.  before  1763,  leaving  his  property, 
by  will  dated  July  2,  1754,  to  his  br.  Abm.  and  sr.  Catharine. 

Henricus  Benson,  potter,  b.  1698,  m.,  1722,  Catharine,  dr.  of  Gerrit  van 
Laer.  He  d.  Oct.  27,  1742.  Three  chn.  named  Gerrit,  d.  in  inf.,  beside 
which  he  had  Tryntie,  b.  1722;  Henricus,  1726;  Samson,  1729,  and  Defick, 
1737.  On  Dec.  29,  1737,  Henricus  sold  a  bouse  and  lot  in  Smith  street, 
deeded  him  Feb.  24,  1727,  by  his  fa.  ;  we  trace  his  chn.  no  further. 

Robert  Benson,  b.  1686,  m.,  1708,  Cornelia,  dr.  of  Johannes  Roos,  but  d. 
in  1715  ;  and  the  next  year  his  wid.  m.  Anthony  Rutgers.  Benson  had  chn., 
Elizabeth,  b.  1708,  who  m.  Harmanus  Rutgers,  1729;  Trynfie,b,  1710,  d. 
y.  ;  Tryntie,  b.  1712,  m.  Col.  Martinus  Hoffman,  1733  ;  and  Robert,  b.  1715, 
d.  1762,  who  was  a  brewer,  m,,  1738,  Catharine,  dr.  of  Egbert  van  Borsum, 
became  wealthy,  and  served  in  the  Common  Council  from  1740  to  1754. 
He  was  fa.  of  Robert  Benson,  b.  Oct.  30,  1739,  d.  Feb.  25,  1823,  asst.  alder- 
man 1766-68,  aid  de  camp  to  Gov.  George  Clinton,  in  the  Revolution,  clerk 
of  the  State  Senate,  and  later,  clerk  of  the  N.  Y.  Com.  Council*;  also  of 
Capt.  Henry  Benson,  b.  Nov.  17,  1741,  d.  unm.  Aug.,  1823  ;  and  of  the  late 
Judge  Egbert  Benson,  b.  June  21,  1746,  d.  unm.  Aug.,  24,  1833.  Robert, 
last  namedf  was  the  fa.  of  Hon.  Egbert  Benson,  of  N.  Y.,  and  later  of  New 
Utrecht,  and  his  sr.  Maria,  who  m.  Judge  Leffert  Lefferts,  and  was  the  mo. 
of  Mrs.  J.  Carson  Brevoort. 
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van  Densen,  enrviving  till  1746.  She  was  the  dr.  of  Teuwes 
(Matthew)  van  Densen,  of  Albany,  where  she  was  m.  in  1676. 
Their  chn.  were  Samson  ;  Helena,  who  m.  Lawrence  Kortright ; 
Derick  ;  Catalina,  m.  Jacob  Sammon  ;  Rachel,  m.  Job.  Couw- 
enhoven,  of  Bergen  Co.,  N.  J.;  Matthew  ;  Catharine,  who  m. 
Abm.  Delamater ;  Marritie,  m.  Ryck  Ly decker,  of  Bergen  Co., 
and  Johannes. 

Johannes  Benson  Jr.,  or,  as  he  wrote  his  name,  Joanni,  was 
b.  1701,  and  m.  in  1724  Elizabeth,  dr.  of  Gerrit  Lydecker,  of 
Bergen  Co.  The  same  year,  June  26,  ho  bought  from  his  br. 
Sumson,  lot  12,  in  1st  Division,  which  their  fa.  had  drawn.  On 
Feb.  19th  ensuing  he  also  bought  from  Samson  two  other  par- 
cels of  land,  in  1st  and  2d  Divisions,  as  hereafter  further  desig- 
nated, which  gave  him  in  all  60  acres.  He  and  his  wife  con- 
veyed these  lands  to  Peter  Bussing,  Mar.  14,  1733.  That  same 
spring  they  removed  to  Bergen  Co.,  and  on  June  3  joined  the 
church  at  Hackensack,  bv  certificate  from  H.  They  had  issue 
Elizaheth,  b.  1725  ;  Oerrit,  b.  1727 ;  Johannes,  b.  1732 ;  Ca- 
trina,  b.  1734  ;  Matthew,  b.  1736. 

Matthew  Benson,  son  of  Capt.  Joh.,  was  by  trade  a  cooper; 
he  m.  in  1716  Elizabeth,  dr.  of  Arent  Bussing,  and  in  1727 
Hannah,  dr.  of  John  Edsall,  and  wid.  of  Gerrit  DeGroot.  In' 
1716  he  bought  30  acres  of  land  at  H.,  from  his  br. -in-law, 
Lawr^ce  Kortright ;  sold  it  in  1719  fo  John  Delamater ;  in 
1724  bought  6(}  acres  from  his  br.  Samson,  being  lots  2  and  18 
in  2d  Div.  These  he  sold  in  1730  to  Nicholas  Kortright,  and 
went  to  Bergen  Co.,  he  and  his  wife  uniting  with  the  church  at 
Hackensack,  May  29,  1731,  by  certificate  from  H.  Matthew 
was  afterward  a  **  vintner ''  in  N.  Y.,  owning  a  house  and  lot 
in  Dey  Street,  and  where  he  d.,  leaving  sons  Gerrit,  Benjamin, 
and  Samuel,  and  dr.  Charity,  who  m.  AVilUam  >61oe  1755  ;  all 
living  till  1758,  when  Gerrit  d.  num.,  ae.  30  yrs.  Samuel,  of  N. 
Y.,  house-carpenter,  m.  Ann  Steel  1759.  Benjamin,  b.  1732, 
succeeded  to  the  property  in  Dey  Street,  which  he  still  owned  in 
1773,  when  he  resided  on  a  farm  at  Haverstraw. 

Derick  Benson,  son  of.  Capt.  Joh.,  m.  1707,  Jannetie  Yande- 
water,  and  in  1711  Catalina,  dr.  of  Abm.  Bokee.  In  1715  he 
owned  57  acres  of  land,  which  included  the  old  Resolved  Wal- 
dron  farm  on  Van  Keulen's  Hook,  bought  1714  from  John  van 
Horn,  and  since  known  as  the  Bogert  or  Morris  Kandell  farm. 
He  got  an  increase  of  40  acres  at  the  settlement  of  his  fa.'fi 
estate,  in  1721  ;  by  releasing  to  Samson  the  parts  of  the  lots  in 
1st,  2d,  and  4th  Divisions  drawn  with  him  in  1712  (see  App.  J.), 
and  taking  No.  4,  2nd  Div.,  No.  4,  3d  Div.,  No.  6,  3d  Div.,  and 
No.  2,  4th  Div.  Of  these  he  sold  in  1724  the  first  and  last  to 
Joh.  Meyer,  and  3^  acres  of  No.  6  to  John  Lewis.  The  last 
named  passed  in  1726  to  the  Kortrights,  later  to  Peter  Waldrcm, 
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and.  from  him,  May  6/  1768,  to  John  Bogert,  Jr.  In  1731 
Derick  bought  Nos.  19,  20,  Van  Keulen's  Hook,  from  Grietic 
Kortright  Thus  Iiis  estate  stood  till  his  death  in  1751.  Derick 
was  several  times  constable  of  the  H.  division  of  the  Out  Ward, 
and  was  named  as  collector,  in  Montgomery's  Charter,  1731.  • 
His  chn.  were  Elizdbethy  Tanneke,  Jielena,  Catalitm,  Maria, 
and  John ;  of  whom  Elizabeth  m.  Abm.  Lydecker,  Helena  m. 
Peter  Banta,  and  Gatalina  m.  Dr.  Josiah  Paterson.'*'  Said  John 
Benson  m.  1747  Marritie  Lydecker,  of  Hackensack,  and  came 
to  own  his  fa.'s  lands  at  H.  He  sold  the  farm  aforesaid.  Mar. 
12,  1766,  to  John  Bogert,  Jr.,  and,  I  believe,  removed  to  Ber- 
gen Co. 

Samson  Benson,  eldest  son  of  Capt.  Joh.,  was  b.  in  1678,  at 
Albany;  and  with  Maria  Meyer,  whom  he  m.  in  July,  1699, 
and  a  negro  servant,  he  began  life  in  his  own  house  at  H. 
village,  purchased  from  his  fa.  On  Jan.  23,  1706,  he  bought 
from  Zach.  Sickels  part  of  the  Brevoort  property,  being  No,  1 
of  the  NewLoto,  and  two  erven  on  the  east  side  of  his  own,  and 
adjoinin^lne  cross  street  on  which  were  the  chh.  and  chh.  yard. 
On  making  a  larger  purchase  he  sold  Lot  1  to  his  br.  DOTick, 
from  whom  it  passed  in  1712  to  Joh.  Meyer.  In  1711  ^mson 
bought  the  property  of  Daniel  Tourneur,  Jr.,  dec,  embracing 
the  farm  on  Montanye's  Flat,  and  lot  No.  2  in  tho  Division  of 
1691,  the  first  of  which  ho  sold  soon  after  to  Metje  Cornells  (re- 
serving the  morgen  rights),  and  in  1715  he  sold  lot  No,  2 
to  Adolph  Meyer.  For  his  own  drafts  in  1712  see  App.  J.  On 
Mar.  28,  1721,  by  baying  out  the  wid.  and  co-heirs,  Samson 
became  owner  of  the  paternal  farm  at  the  Point,  and  the 
lots  drawn  by  his  fa.  in  the  Four  Divisions  ;  'his  br.  Derick, 
by  an  arrangement  already  noticed,  taking  other  of  his  fa- 
ther's lands.  On  May  4,  1721,  he  exchanged  land  with  Bar^nt 
Waldron  for  lot  No.  6,  Ist  Div.,  lying  between  his  farm  and 
tho  highway,  and  by  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court,  of  Nov. 

♦Josiah  Paterson,  of  N.  Y.,  "surgeon,"  bought  the  property  of  John 
Lewis,  at  H.,  in  1748.  Beside  the  house  and  lot  named  in  note  on  page 
442,  it  embraced  two  others  in  the  village,  with  eleven  acres  of  woodland  in 
2d,  3d  and  4th  Divisions.  Dr.  Paterson  was  probably  the  son  of  John 
Paterson,  of  N.  Y.,  **  surgeon,"  who  bought  land  at  the  Fly,  Mar.  25,  1709. 
Josiah  owned  property  in  Queen  street  and  in  Crown  street.  His  wid.. 
etc..  sold  the  latter  loGualterus  Du  Bois,  in  1767.  He  also  owned  **  part 
of  Leonard  Lewis's  right "  in  the  Great  Patent  in  Ulster  co.  He  disposed 
of  his  property  at  H.  after  holding  it  ten  years.  Dr.  Paterson  was  admitted 
a  freeman  in  N.  Y.  in  1750,  and  there  he  d.  Oct  23,  1766,  leaving  by  his  w., 
said  Gatalina  Benson,  chn.  John,  Richard,  Josiah,  Abraham,  Elizabeth, 
Ann,  and  Mary.  John  became  a  merchant  in  Dutchess  co.,  and,  I  believe, 
m.  Catharine,  dr.  of  Robert  Livingston,  proprietor  of  the  Manor  of  Living- 
ston, and  was  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  at  the  Manor,  in  the  time  of  the  Revo- 
lution. Col.  Peter  R.  Livingston,  who  owned  the  Judah  place,  (see  note 
p.  191,)  was  a  br.  of  Mrs.  John  Paterson.    See  Doc.  Hist.  N.  K, Svo,  IV., 448. 
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29,  172B,  was  quieted  in  his  title  to  his  drafted  lands.  See 
account  of  Abm.  Delamontanie,  Lot  No.  6  lay  mostly  within 
the  64  acres  (erroneously  called  80)  which  Benjamin  Benson 
conveyed  to  his  br.  Adolph  in  1743,  and  which  descended  to 
Adolph's  son,  Lawrence  Benson.  For  notice  of  Samson's 
{rrant  of  the  Mill  Camp,  and  the  erection  of  a  mill,  etc.,  see 
App.  P.  *  This  mill  stood  on  the  south  side  of  the  creek,  and 
haa  two  run  of  stones,  only  some  eighteen  inches  in  dia- 
meter. While  building  it,  in  1740,  Samson  Benson  died.  His 
chn.  were  Johannes;  Adolph;  Benjamin;  Elizabeth,  who  m. 
Joh.  Waldron,  Jr.,  and  John  Romer ;  Mary^  m.  Samson  Pelts, 
of  N.  Y.  ;  Catharine  m.  Captains  Luke  Shourd  and  Daniel 
McGown  ;  Helena,  m.  Peter  Bussing,  of  Fordham  ;  Anne,  m. 
John  Odell,  of  Fordham,  and  Catalina,  who  m.  Jacob  Dyck- 
man,  Jr.  of  Kingsbridge.*  The  homestead  and  other  lands  of 
Samson  Benson  were  sold  by  deeds  of  Sept.  23,  1740,  and 
Jan.  28,  1743,  to  his  son  Benjamin,  who  the  next  day,  after 
the  last  deed  was  given,  conveyed  the  64  (called  80)  acres  of  the 
homestead  before  noticed  (its  western  part),  to  his  br.  Adolph, 
with  lot  No.  18,  4th  Division  (the  latter  reconveyed  to  Benj.) ; 
Johannes  at  the  same  time  getting  the  5  a.  3  c).  2r.  lot,  being 
No.  18,  3d  Division.  Benjamin  took  the  mill  and  Jhis  fa.'s 
rights  in  the  Mill  Camp,  obtaining  a  full  title  for  the  latter  from 
the  town  in  1753.  With  additions,  it  became  that  since  known 
as  the  Peter  Benson  farnu  The  old  mill  south  of  the  creek 
being  burned  during  the  Revolution,  while  the  British  had  pos- 
session and  the  Bensons  were  in  exile,  Benjamin  built  a  new 
mill  on  this  f  ari^,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  creek,  which  remain- 

*  Luke  Sioerts,  also  called  Shourd,  was  a  **  mariner,"  as  were  others  of  his 
race,  at  a  later  day.  The  name  is  evidently  derived  from  the  Swedish  Chris- 
tian name  Shute,  The  anc,  Sioert  Olfertsen,  emigrated  from  Heerenveen,  a 
larjg^e  village  i8  miles  s.  e.  of  Leeuwarden,  and  for  its  beauty  called  the 
Friesland  Hague.  He  sailed  from  Amsterdam  Sept.  27,  1663.  in  the  ship 
Statyn  and  with  him  his  w.  Itie  Roelofs,  their  ch.  Olfert,  and  servant,  Foppe 
Johannes.  In  the  same  vessel  came  Minne  Johannes,  also  from  Friesland, 
whose  desc.  in  Rockland  co.  have  borne  the  name  of  Minne  or  Manny. 
Sioert  was  a  mason,  and  hence  usually  called  Sioert  de  metselaer.  He  and 
w.  joined  the  chh.  in  N.  Y.  Aug.  24, 1671,  at  the  first  communion  under 
Do.  Nieuwenhuysen.  He  was  asst.  aid  in  1688  and  1689.  He  m.  secondly, 
in  1697,  Heyltie  Pieters,  wid.  of  Cornel  is  Clopper»  and  again  in  1701. 
Janneke  Snediker.  He  d.  in  1702,  leaving  all  his  property  to  his  son 
Olfert  His  dr.  Maria,  b.  1664,  m.  Joh.  Clopper.  Olfert  Sioerts,  as  called, 
b.  at  Heerenveen,  in  1661,  took  his  fa's  trade,  a  bricklayer,  but  abandoned 
it  for  the  sea.  He  m.  in  1682,  Margaret,  dr.  of  Cornelis  Clopper,  and  in 
1703,  Hillegond,  dr.  of  Skipper  Lucas  Andriessen.  Capt.  Sioerts  died  in 
N.  Y.  in  1710.  His  chn.  that  reached  maturity  were  Mary^  b.  1686,  Heyltie^ 
1688,  Sioertt  1691,  Aeltie,  1695,  Johannes^  1701,  Luke^  1704.  and  Comflius^ 
1707.  Heyltie  m.  Joh.  Roosevelt,  and  has  many  desc.  Luke  m.  Catha- 
rine Benson  Jan.  6,  172S,  but  within  five  yrs.  left  her  a  wid.  Some  of  this 
family  removed  to  Rockland  co.  long  prior  to  the  Revolution. 
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ed  till  the  constmction  of  the  Harlem  Canals  when  it  was  taken 
down.     See  App.  F. 

Johannes  Benson^  son  of  Samson,  was  b.  in  1700,  and  was  the 
third  of  the  name  in  the  order  of  descent ;  bnt  being  a  year 
older  than  his  nncle  Joanni,  was  designated  as  ^'  de  ondste/^  the 
eldest.  He  m.  Sept.  17,  1722,  Tanneke,  dr.  of  Samuel  Wal- 
dron,  and  the  next  year,  pursuant  to  a  town  custom,  was  made 
constable.  In  1727  he  bought  Theunis  Delamontanie's  place 
in  the  village,  being  three  acres,  the  upper  half  of  No.  4,  Van 
Keulen's  Hook,  near  to  which  Benson  lived ;  adding,  in  1742, 
the  adjoining  Peto  lot,  one  acre.  See  App.  P.  In  1733  he 
bought  31  acres  from  Nich.  Kortright,  6  of  which  were  off  the 
nortn  side  of  lot  No.  17,  3d  Division,  and  25  acres  lay  on  the 
west  side  of  the  Harlem  and  Kin^bridge  Road,  and  included 
the  Ronde  Oebergte,  or  Mount  Morris  (see  p.  136),  being  lot 
No.  5,  Ist  Division  ;  both  lots  having  descended  to  Kortright 
from  his  gd-mo.,  Metje  Cornells,  for  whom  they  were  originally 
laid  out.  The  last,  as  enlarged  by  a  strip  of  land  taken  off  the 
highway  in  1744  (when  the  latter  was  narrowed  to*  a  widtl^  of 
three  rods)  and  sold  to  Joh.  Benson  by  the  town,  Mtrjr  11, 
1747,  for  £10,  came  to  form  part  of  a  title,  hitherto  but  imper- 
fectly understood.  Joh.  Benson  was  serving  as  deacon  at  H. 
Auff.  30,  1753,  but  was  probably  dead  Nov.  27,  1756,  when  his 
lanas  in  3d  Div.  were  in  possession  of  and  soM  by  his  br. 
Adolph.  On  Feb.  21,  1773,  his  wid,  Tanneke  made  her  will, 
whicn  was  proved  May  25>  1778,  in  Dutchess  Co.,  whither  she 
had  gone  with  her  nephews,  the  Waldrons  of  Hoom's  Hook, 
and  other  kinsfolk,  at  the  opening  of  the  Revolution.  Joh.  Ben- 
son's 4  acres  on  Van  Keulen's  llook  were  bought  bv  his  br. 
Benjamin  (in  possession  in  1766),  and  his  other  lands  by  his  b|*. 
AdoJph. 

Adolph  Benson,  son  of  Sampson,  and  b.  1703,  was  made  con- 
stable in  1732,  soon^  after  his  m.  with  Eve,  dr.  of  Lawrence 
Kortriffht.  He  bought  his  first  land  in  1737,  from  his  br, -in- 
law John  Delamater,  being  30  acres  to  the  south  of  lot  No.  1 
(of  1691),  said  tract  having  been  purchased  from  the  town  in 
1712  by  Benson's  fa. -in-law,  Kortright,  who  sold  it  in  1715  to 
Matthew  Benson,  and  he  in  1719  to  said  Delamater.  It  was 
the  nucleus  of  the  large  farm  of  90  acres,  lying  central  of  Har- 
lem plains,  and  known  in  our  day  as  the  Samson  A.  Benson  or 
Kace  Course  Tract ;  its  title  indisputable,  but  its  origin  hitherto 
an  enigma  to  the  professional  conveyancer.  The  farm  contained 
two  other  parcels.  One  of  these  embraced  the  land  lying  be- 
tween the  30  acres  aforesaid  and  the  old  Kingsbridge  Koad« 
(contents  not  given),  for  which  Adolph  agreed  with  the  town,  in 
1747,  for  £50  ;  this  sale  being  confirmed  May  30,  1753,  by  an 
award  of  arbitrators,  touching  the  disposal  of  this  and  other 
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parcels  of  the  common  land,  pursuant  to  which  tlie  price,  with 
six  years'  interest,  was  paid,  and  the  title  secured.  The  other 
was  the  adjoining  25-acre  tract  of  his  br.  Johannes  (No.  5,  1st 
Div.),  as  enlarged  on  the  north-east  and  east  by  the  strip  from 
oflf  the  road,  purchased  by  Johannes  from  the  town  as  aforesaid ; 
of  which  lot  Adolph  also  became  the  owner.  * 

Adolph  also  acquired  the  6  acres  of  lot  17,  3d  Div.,  which  his 
br.  Joh.  bought  of  Nich.  Kortright,  and  lot  18,  3d  Div.,  5a. 
3  q.  2r.,  origmally  of  his  gd-fa.  Capt.  Joh.  Benson,  both  which, 
making  11a.  3q.  2r.,  he  sold  on  Nov.  27,  1756,  to  Jacob 
Kapelje.  This  formed  part  of  the  late  Dyckman  Fort  George 
tract.  Adolph  Benson  m.  in  1768  a  second  w.,  Martha  Van 
Dyck.  He  d.  in  his  99th  yr.,  Apl.  30,  1802,  in  his  old  home- 
stead, which  stood  till  1854  on  the  line  of  122d  Street,  one 
hundred  feet  or  more  east  of  7th  Avenue,  and  on  his  first  pur- 
chase. 

Adolph  Benson  had  two  sons,  Samson  and  Lawrence.  The 
latter  m.  in  1765  his  cousin  Mary,  dr.  of  Benj.  Benson,  with 
whom  he  obtained  the  4-acre  plot  on  Van  Keulen's  Hook,  late 
of  his  uncle  Johannes,  and  the  house,  still  standing,  venerable 
and  sole  relic  of  old  Harlem  village,  and  now  occupied  by  Mr. 
Cowperthwait.  His  fa.  conveyed  to  him,  March  10,  1781,  the 
so-called  80-acro  tract  set  off  to  him  from  the  Point  farm,  by 
deed  of  Jan.  29,  1743.  As  Adolph,  in  1748,  had  become  the 
owner  of  the  10  acres  as  estimated,  west  of  the  highway  (lot  23 
of  1691),  originally  granted  to  Abraham  Delamontanie,  possi- 
bly this  tract  also  passed  to  Lawrence  under  that  deed,  and  with 
which  it  may  have  grown  to  80  acres.  Lawrence  also  bought, 
April  26,  1785,  from  the  heirs  of  John  Bogert,  the  42  acres, 
since  known  as  the  Lawrence  Benson  Homestead  (see  App.  E.), 
on  which  he  thereafter  lived  till  his  d.  in  1822.  His  chn.  were 
Adolph,  who  d.  unm.  ;  Benjamin  L.;  and  Susannah  L.,  who  m. 
Rev.  Philip  Milledoler,  D.D.  Bcnj.  L.  Benson,  who  died  in 
1852,  was  fa.  of  the  present  Benjamin  L.  and  Lawrence  A. 
Benson  ;  the  latter,  empowered  by  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
May  19,  1875,  having  taken  the  name  of  George  Gardener 
Grennell. 

Samson  Benson,  also  called  Samuel,  eldest  son  of  Adolph, 
succeeded  to  his  fa.'s  lands  under  his  will,  dated  Aug.  2,  1795. 
He  m.  in  1763  Rebecca,  dr.  of  John  Dyknan.  In  1776 
Capt.  Benson,  with  his  Harlem  company,  rendered  important 
service  in  standing  guard  and  carrying  out  the  orders  of  the 
Convention  while  it  met  at  IL,  and  till  forced  to  retire  before 
the  enemy.  His  fa.  and  br.  Lawrence  remained  at  H.  Samson 
d.  on  the  Race  Course  farm  at  an  extreme  age,  Nov.  22,  1825. 
Under  his  will,  made  Apl.  28,  1823,  the  said  farm  passed  to 
a  gd'SOn,  Samson  Adolphus  Benson,  while  to  his  other  heirs  he 
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• 

gave  that  other  tract  of  45  a.  3q.  23  r.,  which  Samson  bought, 
May  6,  1787,  from  the  estate  of  Aaron  Bussing,  and  further 
described  in  App.  J.,  in  notice  of  Ist  Division.  Mount  Morris 
Park,  20-iVA  acres,  was  taken  from  the  Race  Course  farm,  by  the 
city,  Sept.  4,  1839.  Capt.  Benson's  chn.  weie  John  ;  Susan 
S.,  who  d.  unm.  1825 ;  Eve,  who  m.  Benj.  Vredenburgh,  and 
Jane,  who  ni.  Aaron  Bussing.  John  Benson  m.  Apl.  27, 
1820,  Maria  B.,  dr.  of  Dr.  MiUedoler,  and  was  named  as  an 
executor  by  his  gd-fa.  Adolph.  He  d.  shortly  before  his  fa.,  leav- 
ing but  one  ch.,  said  Samson  Adolphus  Benson,  b.  1821,  who 
m.  in  1848  Miss  Louisa  Aman,  of  Fishkill,  where  Mr.  B.  d., 
Aug.  6,  1851,  having  two  chn.,  viz.,  Maria-Louisa  and  Ed- 
ward A.  Benson. 

Benjamin  Benson,  youngest  son  of  Samson  who  d.  in  1740, 
has  been  mentioned  as  next  owner  of  the  homestead  or  Point 
farm,  and  mill,  and  as  having  purchased  the  Mill  Camp  and 
adjacent  lots,  together  forming  the  large  Benson  farm  north  of 
the  Creek.  In  1748  ho  received  35  acres  (with  2  erven,  we  be- 
lieve those  originally  Slot's)  from  the  estate  of  his  gd-fa.  Meyer. 
See  App.  F.  For  another  purchase  see  App.  O.  On  May  1, 
1770,  he  gave  his  son,  Samson,  a  deed  for  20  acres,  off  the  south 
side  of  the  homestead,  bounded  by  the  river,  the  land  of  William 
Waldron,  and  the  commons,  but  twenty  years  later,  viz.,  on'* 
May  2,  1791,  conveyed  him  the  entire  farm  ;  having  on  Apl.  2 
pi'eceding  given  his  other  son,  Peter,  a  deed  for  the  farm 
north  of  the  Mill  Creek,  including  the  mill-pond  and  stream, 
and  the  mill  which  Benj.  had  recently  built.  He  now  bought 
the  homestead  farm  of  John  Bogert,  Jr.,  dec,  by  deed  of  May 
9,  10,  1791,  and  removed  thither,  but  d.  the  following  year. 
Mainly  by  his  instrumentality  in  securing  funds  was  the  new 
church  erected  at  IL,  in  1788.  By  his  w.  Susannah,  dr.  of  Peter 
Bussing,  who  survived  him,  he  had  said  sons  Samson  and 
Peter,  and  drs.,  Mary,  who  m.  Lawrence  Benson  ;  Rebecca,  m. 
1765  Matthias  Vredenburgh  (whose  son  Benj.  m.  Eve  Benson) ; 
Susannah,  who  m.  Benj.  Lightbourn  (their  dr.  Maria  m.  Ed- 
ward Elting,  of  N.  Y.)  ;  and  Elizabeth,  who  d.  unm.  171/5. 

Peter  Benson  m.  Hannah,  dr.  of  John  Horn,  of  the  Blooming- 
dale  Koad,  and  who,  after  his  d.  in  1802,  m.  Rev.  John  F. 
Jackson,  then  pastor  of  the  church  at  H.*    Peter  left  two  chn., 

*Rev.  John  Frelinghuysen  Jackson  was  a  son  of  the  Rev.  William 
Jackson,  whose  fa.,  Patrick  Jackson,  was  a  son  of  William  Jackson,  from 
Edinburgh,  Scotland,  a  zealous  Presbyterian,  who  came  out  to  East  Jersey, 
in  16S3,  with  George  Scot,  Laird  of  Pitlochie,  and  settled  in  N.  Y.,  where 
"he  m.  1694.  Anna,  dr.  of  Dr.  Hartman  Wessels.  Rev.  John  F.Jackson  and 
the  widow  Benson  were  m.  Feb.  2, 1804.  He  built  and  occupied  till  his  d., 
which  occurred  March  26,  1836,  in  his  6Sth  year,  the  stately  frame  house  on 
114th  street,  between  2d  and  3d  avenues,  now  the  residence  of  his  son 
Dr.  William  11.  Jackson. 
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viz,,  Benjamin  P.,  and  Wilhelmina,  wbo  m.  Dr.  Peter  Van 
Arsdale,  of  N.  Y.,  whom  she  still  survives.  Benj.  P.  Benson, 
m.  Apl.  7,  1821,  Mary-Ann,  dr.  of  Jonathan  Ferris,  of  Peeks- 
kill.  The  distinguished  artist,  Eugene  Benson,  now  of  Rome, 
Italy,  is  his  son. 

Samson  Benson,  "Jr.,*'  eldest  son  of  Benj.  and  Susannah, 
was  b.  Sept.  13,  1736,  and  m.  in  1764  Mary,  dr.  of  John 
Sickels.  He  succeeded  to  the  ancestral  farm,  as  before  stated, 
on  which  he  lived  till  his  d. ,  Jan.  31,  1821.  From  a  weakness 
of  the  eyes  he  was  familiarly  called  **  Crying  Sam.''  His  wid. 
d.  ae.  90  years,  Nov.  14,  1835,  when  the  farm  fell  to  their  dr., 
Mrs.  Margaret  McGown,  the  only  ch.  then  living.  Samson  had 
but  two  chn.  who  survived  inf.,  viz.,  said  Margaret,  who  was 
b.  Mar.  10,  176G,  d.  May  25,  1851,  and  m.  Nov.  21,  1784, 
Andrew  McGown,  son  of  Capt.  Daniel  McGown,  already  named 
in  this  article ;  and  Benjamin,  b.  June  21,  1770,  d.  April  15, 
1815,  who  m.  Eliza,  dr.  of  Xavier  Gautro,  but  left  no  issue. 
Said  CapL  McG^own,  a  shipmaster  of  N.  Y.,  m.  Mrs.  Shourd  in 
1740,  after  her  widowhood  of  ten  vears.  He  owned  a  residence 
in  the  village,  on  the  north  sid^e  of  the  Church  Lane,  and 
adjoining  westerly  on  Petrus  Waldron,  which  had  once  belonged 
to  Do.  Zjrperus.  See  note  p.  461.  It  was  a  one-morffen  lot,  like 
oLhers  in  this  range,  but  having  been  divided  and  each  part 
built  upon,  was  called  two  lots.  McGown  sold  the  whole,  June  1, 
1758,  to  John  Livingston,  and  it  has  since  made  a  part  of 
the  Brady  plot.  See  note  p.  191.*  Capt.  McGown  was  lost  at 
sea  some  years  before  the  Revolution,  and  his  wid.  soon  after 
bought  from  Jacob  Dyckman,  Jr.,  a  few  acres  on  the  hill  back 
of  the  old  Benson  farm,  at  what  became  known  as  McGown's 
Pass,  where  she  and  her  son  Andrew  kept  a  public  house  (in 
part  the  identical  building  in  Central  Park  since  known  as 
Stetson's  Hotel),  her  house  being  a  favorite  resort,  before  and 
durinff  the  war,  of  gentlemen  coming  from  the  citv  with  their 
hounds  to  indulge  in  the  sport  of  fox-hunting.  Mr.  Andrew 
McGown,  who  d.  Oct.  16,  1820,  se.  78  years,  was  the  fa.  of  the 
late  Major  Andrew  McGown,  b.  1786,  d.  Mar.  2,  1870,  and  of 
Aid.  Samson  B.  McGown,  b.  1797,  who  still  occupies  the  ances- 
tral seat  of  the  Bensons.  A  few  years  since  he  removed  the 
venerable  stone  farm-house,  erected  by  his  gt-gd-fa.,  Benj.  Ben- 

*JoHN  Livingston,  b.  1714,  d.  17S8,  and  whose  country  seat  was  at  H. 
from  1758  to  1780,  was  an  eminent  merchant  of  N.  Y.,  the  uncle  of  Col. 
Peter  R.  Livingston,  named  in  note  on  p.  485,  and  son  of  Philip  Living- 
ston, second  proprietor  of  the  Livingston  Manor.  John  Livingston  was  an 
asst.  aid.  from  1750  to  1755.  He  took  a  principal  part  in  the  proceedings 
for  settling  the  division  line  of  the  N.  Y.  and  Harlem  Commons,  in  the 
years  1772  to  1775.  His  w.  was  Catharine  De  Peyster.  Sec  Holgatis  Am, 
Gen, 
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8on,  on  the  south  shore  of  the  Mill  Pond,  and  built  upon  its  site 
his  present  residence^  106th  Street^  south  side^  between  3d  and 
4th  Avenues. 

BOGERT. 

Jak  Louwe  BoGEBTy  otherwise^  from  the  place  of  his 
nativity,  called  Jan  Louwe  from  Schoonderwoerd,  claims  a  place 
unong  the  patentees,  for  reasons  given  in  the  annexed  note.* 
Man  J  references  to  him  will  be  found  in  the  preceding  pages. 
Having  spent  nine  years  at  Bedford,  Long  Island,  he  came  to 
H.,  in  1672,  as  proprietor  of  the  Montanye  farm,  the  history  of 
which,  up  to  its  purchase  by  Bogert,  has  also  been  given.  He 
was  chosen  a  mag^istrate  in  1675,  was  re-elected  in  1676,  and  on 
Nov.  30th  of  this  year,  with  his  wife,  Cornelia  Everts,  was 
received  at  N.  Y.  as  a  mem.  of  the  H.  chh.  In  1677  Bogert 
drew  lot  No.  6,  on  Hoorn's  Hook,  but  sold  it  Dec.  9,  1679,  to 
Joost  van  Oblinus.  He  drew,  in  1691,  lot  No.  25,  adjoining  his 
farm  on  the  south  side  ;  and  which  in  the  deed  from  the  town. 
Mar.  21,  1701,  is  thus  described  : 

**  There  is  set  oflf  for  Jan  Louwe  Bogert,  for  the  right  of  sixteen  morgen 
of  land  and  an  erf  right ;  a  piece  of  land  lying  in  the  bend  of  Hellgate, 
beginning  from  the  southwest  comer  of  the  Hop  Garden,  by  a  birch  tree, 
till  to  a  white  oak  tree  which  stands  by  a  small  swamp  (ereupeJhoye^) 
marked  I  L  B  and  I  D  L,  thence  towards  the  River,  past  a  rock  marked 
I  L  6  and  I  D  L,  and  so  on  to  the  t>each,  till  to  the  end  of  a  meadow, 
north  of  a  rocky  hill ;  as  it  is  at  present  fenced  in/'  The  initials  (I  for 
J),  are  those  of  Jan  Louwe  Bogert  and  Jan  De  Lamater. 

Boeert  having  spent  35  years  at  H.,  sold  his  fai*m  to  Capt 
Joh.  Benson,  Sept.  21,  1706,  for  £650,  and  the  next  sprjng 
removed  to  N.  Y.  ;  with  his  w.  uniting  with  the  chh.  there  by 

certificate  from  IL,  on  May  27,  1707.     His  chn.  were  Peter, 

• 

*  Peter  Parmentibr  was  one  of  the  Mannheim  refugees  who  caroe  out 
in  company  with  Jan  Louwe  Bogert,  in  1663,  as  heretofore  noticed.  He 
and  his  w.,  Antoinette  Terrin,  bringing  letters  from  Mannheim,  were  re- 
ceived to  the  Brooklyn  chh.,  Sept.  23,  of  that  year.  Parmentier  and  Bogert 
lived  neighbors  at  Bedford  for  some  years,  and  the  former  was  one  of  j 
four  named  as  trustees  for  the  inhabitants  at  large,  to  whom  the  Indians,  in 
1670,  sold  lands  in  that  vicinity.  Parmentier  became  the  owner  of  a  farm 
and  grist  mill  in  Bushwick,  where  in  1675,  one  other  excepted,  be  paid  the 
largest  tax  on  land  and  stock.  Selling  his  farm  to  his  only  son  Michiel, 
be  kept  the  mill  and  eight  morgen  of  land,  but  these  he  also  conveyed  to 
Michiel  some  time  after,  and  probably  when  he  sold,  (May  31,  1684.)  certain 
Iocs  in  Brooklyn  to  Jacques  Lazillere.  He  soon  came  to  H.,  and  assuredly 
took  Bogert's  place  in  Dongan's  patent ;  for  which  there  seems  no  account- 
ings, except  on  the  ground  of  a  contract  to  buy  Bogert's  farm,  who5e  mill- 
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Gysbert,  Nicholas,  Johannes,  Elizabeth,  m.  Harman  Knicker- 
backer^  of  Dutchess  Co.  ;  Catharine,  m.  Elbert  Harmense,  of 
N.  Y.  ;  Margaret,  m.  Peter  J.  Haring,  of  Tappan  ;  Cornelia,  m. 
Wouter  Quackenbos,  of  Albany ;  and  Jenneke,  who  m.  George 
Holmes.  Johannes,  b.  1679,  m.  Claesie,  dr.  of  H.  C.  van  Schaick, 
but  d.  in  1711,  without  ch.  ;  his  wid.  m.  Joh.  De  Graaf. 

Gybsert  Bogert,  b.  1663,  at  Bedford,  m.  Annetie,  dr.  of 
Laurens  Jansen,  of  H.,  and  near  the  time  that  his  parents  left 
the  town,  removed  to  Tappan,  or  Orangetown,  where  he  bought 
land  from  Hendrick  Lamberts,  Oct.  6,  1707,  served  the  same 
month  as  a  grand  juror,  and  was  living  in  1729  on  his  farm  on 
the  Sparkill.  He  had  chn.,  John,  b.  1705  ;  Mary,  1707  ;  Law- 
rence, 1710  ;  Cornelius,  1715  ;  Nicholas,  1718. 

Peter  Bogert  was  b.  in  1656,  in  Lecrdam,  Holland  ;  we  pre- 
sume the  county,  as  it  included  Schoonrewoerd.  He  is  also 
called  in  Harlem  records,  Peter  Jan  Loi^we.  Ho  m.  1686 
Feytie,  dr.  of  Matthvs  Vlierboom,  of  Albanv.  Peter  Bogert 
served  as  a  soldier  uncler  Leisler,  in  holding  tlio  fort  at  N.  i., 
in  1689  and  '90,  and  in  1717  was  paid  for  arms  given  up  in 
1691  to  the  government.  His  chn.  were  Cornelia,  b,  1687, 
m.  Gysbert  Crom ;  Maria,  b.  1689,  m.  Daniel  Gautier  ;  Bliza- 
beth,  b.  1694  ;  Catalina,  b.  1697  ;  Johannes,  b.  1700  ;  MaiiJiew, 
b.  1702  ;  Peter,  b.  1705  ;  Willemtie,  b.  1708.  Matthew  and  Wil- 
lemtie  were  bapt.  at  Hackensack. 

Nicholas  Bogert,  b.  1668,  at  Bedford,  m.  1695  Bellitie,  dr.  of 
Hendrick  C.  van  Schaick,  aforesaid,  and  in  1703  Margaret,  dr. 
of  John  Conselyea  and  wid.  of  Joh.  van  Tilburg.  He  lived  in 
N.  Y.,  was  a  *•  baker  and  bolter,"  and  d.  Jan,  5,  1727,  leav- 
ing issue,  John,  b.  1697  ;  Cornelius,  b.  1700  ;  Hendrick,  b. 
1705  ;  Cornelia,  b.  1710,  m.  Albertus  Tiebout ;  Margaret,  b. 
1713,  m.  Joh.  Quackenbush  ;  Elizabeth,  b.  1714,  m.  Elbert 
Haring ;  Annetie,  b.   1718    and  Petrus,  b.  1720.     Five  other 


ing  facilities  probablj  attracted  him.  Nevertheless  no  sale  took  place  ; 
Bogert  kept  the  farm,  and  Parmeniier  is  not  again  named  among  the  free- 
holders. He  d.  at  Kingston.  Ulster  co.,  in  1701,  evidently  in  reduced  cir- 
cumstances, as  the  church  officers  attended  to  his  burial  and  the  wants  of 
his  widow. 

Michiel  Parmentier  sold  his  mill  property  in  Bushwick,  Jan.  26, 1696, 
(owned  soon  after  by  John  Mesurolle,  Tr..  and  Charles  Fountain,)  and  on 
May  6,  1699,  bought  from  Sanders  ancl  Harmanse,  land  at  **  Wareskeech," 
in  Dutchess  county,  to  which  he  removed.  He  was  living  there  in  1714,  at 
the  age  of  60.  He  m.  Neeltie,  dr.  of  John  Damen,  of  Brooklyn,  by  whom 
he  had  issue,  PeUr.h,  16S0.  m.  Sarah  Van  Kleek,  1702,  andvHelena  Vanden 
Bogert,  1 714 ;  John,  b.  1682 ;  Antoinette,  b.  1684,  m.  Barent  Van  Kleck ; 
Michael,  b.  1687,  m.  Maria  Titsoort,  1717  ;  Neeltie,  b.  1690,  m.  Myndeit 
Bogert ;  Damen,  b.  1694  ;  Elizabeth,  b.  1699,  and  Johanna,  b.  1702.  Damen 
and  younger  members  of  the  family  were  still  occupying  the  paternal  lanOs 
in  "  Poughkeepsie  Precinct,"  in  1770,  under  the  name  Palmatier, 
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chn.  d.  young.  Hendrich  Bogert  was  a  baker,  m.  1724  Cor- 
nelia,  dr.  of  Gerrit  DeGraw,  by  whom  he  had  chn.  viz.,  Belli- 
tie,  b.  1725,  who  m.  John  Devoor  ;  Gerrit,  b.  1729  ;  Henricns, 
b.  1735,  and  Cornelius,  b.  1738.  Cornelius  Bogert,  b.  1700, 
m.  1720  Cornelia,  dr.  of  Cornelius  Verduyn,  lived  in  N.  Y., 
was  a  baker,  accumulated  a  good  property,  and  d.  Apl.  19, 
1793,  SB.  93  yrs.  His  chn.  were  Cornelius,  b.  1721,  d.  young  ; 
CorneUus,  b.  1725  ;  Nicholas,  b.  1727  ;  Sarah,  b.  1728  ;  Rachel, 
b.  1731;  Henry,  b.  1732;  Nicholas,  b.  1734,  The  last  two, 
known  as  Heniy  C.  and  Nicholas  C.  Bogert,  were  eminent 
merchants  in  N.  Y.  ;  the  latter  fa.  of  Cornelius  N.  Bogert,  and 
Bev.  David  S. .  Bogert.  For  interesting  details  of  this  branch, 
see  Thompson's  Long  Island,  and  Stevens'  Chamher  of  Com- 
merce. 

John  Bogert,  b.  1697,  eldest  son  of  Nicholas,  son  of  Jan 
Louwe  Bogert,  was  by  trade  a  mason,  m.  Mar.  10,  1716, 
Hannah,  b.  1695,  dr.  of  Jan  Peeck,  by  his  w.  Elizabeth,  dr.  of 
Dr.  Gysbert  and  Eachel  (Montanye)  van  Imbroch.  He  and  his 
brs.  Cornelius  and  Hendrick  owned  land  at  Fishkill ;  they  sold 
three  fourths  of  it  to  Jacob  Haff,  Dec.  17,  1736,  for  £2,000. 
John  d.  in  N.  Y.,  in  1775,  having  had  chn.  John,  b.  1718  ;  Isa- 
bella, b.  1719,  m.  Francis  Wessels ;  Elizabeth,  b.  1720,  m.  John 
Leary  ;  Margaret,  b.  1722,  m.  Jacobus  van  Antwerp  ;  Nicholas, 
b.  1725  ;  Anna,  b.  1728,  m.  Jacobus  Roosevelt ;  Rachel,  b. 
1731 ;  and  Jacobus,  b.  1734.  Of  these,  Nicholas,  b.  in  N.  Y., 
Apl.  2,  1725,  d.  in  Beekman,  Dutchess  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  28, 
1814.  He  m.,  Apl.  27,  1747,  Maria  Quick,  and  Feb.  2,  1762, 
Alida,  dr.  of  Rev.  Joliannes  Ritzema  ;  having  by  the  two  wives 
twenty-one  chn.,  one  of  whom  was  the  late  Cornelius,  of  N.  Y., 
lawyer,  b.  Aug.  14,  1775,  and  fa.  of  Horatio  G.  Bogert.  See 
other  details  in  N.  Y.  Gen.  <6  Biog.  Bee.,  1878,  191. 

John  Bofeert,  Junior,  b.  1718,  m.  March  16,  1737,  Abigail, 
dr.  of  Jacobus  Quick.  A  distinguished  and  prosperous  N.  Y. 
merchant,  he  served  ss  an  alderman  from  1756  to  1766,  and 
during  the  same  period  was  a  deacon  and  elder  for  several 
terms.  On  Mar.  12,  1766,  he  bought  John  Benson's  farm  at 
H.,  lying  on  Van  Keulen's  Hook,  adjoining  Harlem  River,  and 
thither  hb  removed,  devoting  his  remaining  years  to  husbandry. 
He  afterward  bought  the  property  known  as  the  Lawrence 
Benson  Homestead.  In  1776,  when  the  Revolution  opened,  the 
Provincial  Convention,  on  leaving  N.  Y.,  met  for  a  month  in 
the  church  at  Harlem.,  and  Mr.  Bogert  being  a  good  Whi^,  the 
records  were  kept  at  his  house,  which  stood  on  tlie  same  site  as 
the  present  Morris  Randell  house,  at  the  foot  of  125th  Street, 
Harlem  River.  John  Bogert,  Jr.,  d.  in  1782,  having  only  the 
year  previous  m.  a  second  w.,  Elizabeth,  dr.  of  Philip  Daly 
and  wid.  of  Abm.  Brasher.     His  chn.  were.  Jacobus,  John  J., 
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Nicholas,  Cornelius  J.,  Peter,  Henrv,  Anna,  m,  1758  Peter 
Byvanek,  and  Mary,  who  m.  1760  Capt.  Willett  Taylor.  Of 
these,  Henry,  a  lieut.  in  Col.  Lamb's  artillery,  d.  during  the 
Kevolution.  Peter  was  the  fa.  of  Cornelius,  James,  and  Henry 
K.  Bogert,  and  their  sisters.  Cornelius  J.,  lawyer  (see  Thomp- 
son's L.  /.,  2  :  127),  was  fa.  to  the  late  John  G.  Bogert,  Russian 
Consul  at  N.  Y.  (fa.  of  Dr.  Cornelius  R  Bogert,  Mrs.  Gerar- 
dus  Clark,  and  Mrs.  Henry  Kneeland),  and  of  his  sister  Abigail, 
who  m.  Robert  I.  Thurston.  Jacobus  Bogert,  b.  1738,  son  of 
John  Bogert,  Jr.,  m.  1756  Elizabeth  Peacock,  of  a  French 
Huguenot  family.  He  d.  in  1811,  having  had  two  sons,  viz., 
John  and  James,  Jr.,  as  also  six  drs.  Said  James  Bogert,  Jr., 
b.  in  1767,  was  m.  thrice ;  in  1795  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Benezet,* 
who  was  the  mo.  of  all  his  chn.  Mr.  Bogert  eventually  came  to 
H.,  and  after  two  or  three  years'  residence  bought  ^by  two  pur- 
chases in  1811  and  1812)  the  farm  on  Van  Keulen  s  Hook  be- 
fore owned  by  his  gd-fa.,  John  Bogert,  Jr.  In  1816  he  joined 
the  Reformed  Dutch  chh.  at  H.,  to  whose  interests  his  hands 
and  purse  were  devoted.  After  living  here  some  years,  his 
house  being  burned,  he  sold  his  farm,  in  1825,  to  Morris  RandelL 
Highlv  respected  during  a  useful  life  protracted  to  his  91st  yr., 
Mr.  Bogert  d.  in  N.  Y.,  Mar.  31,  1858.  He  had  four  sons 
and  four  drs.  ;  two  sons  and  a  dr.  surviving  him  ;  the  latter,  an 
estimable  lady,  now  deceased,  was  the  wife  of  Dr,  Edward  L. 
Beadle,  of  Poughkeepsie,  but  formerly  of  N".  Y.,  to  whom  I  am 
indebted  for  some  of  these  details. 


BREVOORT. 

JoHK  Hendricks  Beevoort,  of  humble  origin,  but  attaining 
to  wealth  and  honorable  station,  presents  one  of  many  instances 
among  our  early  colonists  of  similar  rewards  meted  out  to  hon- 
esty and  industry.  When  Harlem  village  was  first  settled,  Bre- 
voort  was  a  boy  of  fourteen  years,  and  living  at  Bushwick,  with 
Hendrick  Jansen  van  Brevoort,  his  father,  we  assume,  who  had 
leased  a  farm  from  Reyer  Moll,  owned  later  by  Jean  Mesurolle, 
and  from  an  eminence  called  the  Kyckuyt,  or  Lookout,  known 
as  the  Kyckuyt  Farm.  Hence  its  occupant,  living  there  from 
1659  to  1665,  came  to  be  distinguished  as  Hendrick  Jansen 
Kyckuyt:    Though  Brevoort  in  Guelderland  has  hitherto  had 

♦This  lady  was  of  the  Bcnezet  family  of  Philadelphia,  whose  anc,  Jean 
Benezet,  d.  at  Abbeville,  France,  Aug.  15,  1710.  A  MS.  account  of  the 
family,  yet  preserved,  opens  with  this  entry  made  by  Jean  Benezet. ' 

"  Le  i6ce  Aoust,  1682,  Je  mesiers  marie  avec  Marie  Madelaine  Testart, 
fille  de  M.  Pierre  Testart  et  de  defunte  Rachel  Cromelin,  de  la  vilie  de  St. 
Quentin,  en  Verraandois."     See  also  Bartow  Genealogy ^  p.  53. 
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tbe  credit  of  giving  name  to  our  Brevoort  family,  the  ancestor 
really  came  from  **  Brevoort  in  the  diocese  of  IJtrechf  It 
iras  a  hamlet  to  the  north-west  of  Amersfoort,  and  but  little 
over  a  mile  from  its  walls^  and  here  Uendrick  Jansen  was  bom 
— in  1630,  taking  his  own  statement  as  to  his  age,  made  at  vari- 
ons  times.  Before  leaving  the  Kyckuyt  farm  he  got  land  at 
Dutch  Kills,  in  Newtown,  **  which  was  laid  out  for  him  by 
Jacques  Cortelyou,  the  surveyor,  by  order  of  Gov.  Stuyvesant." 
This  became  his  home,  and  was  confirmed  to  him  by  Gov.  Love- 
lace, May  20,  1672,  the  main  tract  lying  between  lands  then  of 
Jan  Hendricks  and  Frans  Hendricks. 

About  this  time  John  Hendricks  Brevoort,  or  Jan  Hendricks 
Kjckuyt,  as  he  was  then  called,  removed  to  N.  Y.,  where  liis 
wife's  parents  were  living,  for  ho  was  now  m.  Hendrick  Jansen 
Kyckuyt  followed  him,  and  bought  property  in  the  city  Feb. 
24,  1680,  having,  in  or  after  1675,  sold  his  farm  in  Newtown 
to  one  Laurens  Comelisz,  who  soon  conveyed  it  to  a  neighbor- 
ing owner,  Joris  Stevens  van  Alst,  whose  dr.  was  w.  of  Hen- 
dncks'  son,  Frans  Hendricks.*  Hendrick's  dr.  Marritie  had  m. 
in  1673  Hendrick  Bastiaens,  of  N.  Y.,  br.  to  Annetie  Bastiaens, 
Jan  Hendricks'  wife.  Metje  Bastiaens,  wife  of  Cornolis  Jansen, 
of  H.,  being  a  sr.  of  Annetie,  this  may  account  for  Jan  Hen- 
dricks' going  to  Harlem,  as  he  soon  did.     The  three  Bastiaenses 

*  Doubts  have  arisen  as  to  the  relationship  between  Hendrick  Jansen  and 
Jan  Hendricks  Brevoort,  because  of  a  too  close  approximation  in  their 
ages  (only  fourteen  years  intervening,  as  shown  by  their  own  statements),, 
and  an  apparent  difference  of  birthplace  ;  for  Hendrick  and  his  chn.  Frans' 
and  Marritie  were  born  at  Brevoort,  while  Jan  Hendricks'  marriage  regis- 
tration names  him  as  **  from  Amersfoort."  As  against  the  last  discrepancy, 
we  should  say  it  would  be  quite  as  natural  for  Jan,  in  stating  where  he 
came  from,  to  name  a  well-known  city,  near  which  he  was  born,  as  the 
obscure  village  (Brevoort)  in  its  suburbs  ;  and  we  judge  this  the  explana- 
tion, for  while  in  the  one  instance  only  is  Jan  callea  '*  van  Amersfoort."  he 
is  many  times  called  *'  van  Brevoort."  The  difficulty  arising  from  his  being 
so  nearly  of  an  age  with  Hendrick  is  relieved  by  the  record  of  many  similar 
and  well-attested  cases.  We  premise,  for  reasons  deemed  sufficient,  that 
neither  Hendrfck  nor  Jan  had  fallen  into  an  error  regarding  his  age,  how- 
ever common  this  is,  as  we  know,  especially  with  the  uneducated.  But  it 
may  be  urged  further  in  favor  of  the  blood  paternity  in  Hendrick,  that  the 
almost  imperative  custom  of  that  day  would  require  the  eldest  son  oi  Hen- 
drick  Jansen  to  be  called  Jan  Ilendricksen ;  while  the  birthplace  of  the 
father  and  younger  children  being  the  same  (indicating  a  fixed  residence), 
we  should  look  for  his  to  correspond  therewith.  But  if  (as  has  been  sug- 
gested, by  way  of  solving  this  problem)  our  Jan  were  only  an  adopted  son 
of  Hendrick,  we  should  not  expect  to  find,  as  we  do  in  his  case,  the  three 
requirements — birthplace,  name,  and  priority  as  eldest  son— to  be  all  ex- 
actly met. 

These  difficulties  obviated,  all  doubt  as  to  the  paternity  of  Tan  Hendricks 
Brevoort,  must  be  dispelled  by  the  direct  testimony  of  the  Newtown  court 
records  of  1669,  where  on  two  separate  occasions  Hendrick  and  Jan  are 
named  as  Jathtr  and  son. 
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were  chn.  of  Bastiaen  Elyessen  (as  he  wrote  his  name),  from 
Werckhoven,  a  wheelwright,  and  who  hy  seyeral  purchases,  the 
last  in  1684,  became  the  owner  of  40  acres  of  land  west  of  the 
Bowery  Road  (4th  Avenue),  extending  from  10th  Street  north- 
ward, and  forming  subsequently  the  lower  half  of  the  well- 
known  Brevoort  estate. 

John  Hendricks  Kyckuyt,  living  in  N.  Y.,  in  1673,  on  its  re- 
cai)ture  by  the  Dutch,  was  among  the  patriotic  carmen  who 
volunteered  to  work  gratuitously  on  the  defenses  one  day  in  a 
week.  The  city  being  restored  to  the  English,  he  was  sworn 
anew  as  a  carman,  Nov.  13,  1674.  He  removed  to  H.  the 
next  year.  On  Mar.  13,  1676,  he  took  Pierre  Cresson's  farm- 
ing lot  on  Jochem  Pieters,  N"o.  5,  on  a  four  years'  lease ;  but 
bought  Gresson  out  Mar.  23,  1677,  house  and  house  lot,  said 
lot  on  Jochem  Pieters,  and  No,  20  Van  Keulen's  Hook,  with 
meadows  at  Sherman's  Creek.  He  drew  the  same  year,  No.  1 
of  the  New  Lots.  He  now  began  to  use  the  surname  Brevoort, 
and  is  sometimes  called  by  the  clerk,  ^^  Jan  Hendricks  van  Bre- 
voort, alias  Kyckuyt"  'Natural  abilities  making  up  in  a  good 
degree  his  lacK  of  education,  Brevoort  arose  to  be  an  overseer  of 
the  town  in  1678,  and  was  reappointed  the  next  year.  He  bore 
an  active  part  in  the  building  of  the  new  church  in  1686.  In 
1691  Brevoort  drew  lot  No.  6,  on  Jochem  Pieters  Hilb,  14 
morgen,  to  which,  on  May  27,  1698,  he  added  No.  7,  being  10 
morgen;  by  purchase  from  Jacques  Tourneur.  He  was  living 
on  this  property  Feb.  21,  1701,  when  he  sold  it  to  Johannes 
Myer.  The  same  year,  Nov.  15,  he  bought  the  farm  of  his  fa.- 
in-law,  Bastiaen  Elyessen,  before  noticed,  and  to  which  he  re- 
moved ;  he  and  w.  Anna  selling  their  remaining  lands  and  in- 
terests at  H.  to  their  son-in-law,  Zacharias  Sickels,  Feb.  20, 
1705.  Brevoort's  acres  were  subsequently  doubled  by  the  pur- 
chase  of  another  tract  of  45  acres  wnich  lay  adjoining,  and  ran 
up  to  18th  Street. 

Mr.  Brevoort  was  elected  assistant  alderman  of  the  Out  Ward 
in  1702,  and  filled  the  same  office  from  1707  to  1713.  He  d.  in 
1714,  leaving  four  chn.  viz.,  Hendrick,  b.  1670  ;  Marritie,  b. 
1673,  m.  Zacharias  Sickels  ;  Elias,  b.  1676  ;  and  Jannetie,  b. 
1679,  w.  of  Thomas  Sickels,  br.  of  Zacharias.  To  these  the  fa. 
gave  an  equal  share  of  his  farm.  It  was  appraised  at  £400,  and 
offered  for  sale,  but  having  no  pnrcliaser,  was  bought  (we  believe 
the  entire  tract)  bv  Hendrick  Brevoort,  from  whom  it  passed  to 
his  heirs.  Elias  Brevoort  followed  his  trade  as  a  carpenter,  in 
the  city  of  which  he  was  admitted  a  freeman  in  1698.  He  m. 
in  1701  Margaret,  dr.  of  John  Sammans,  by  whom  he  had 
eight  chn.,  the  last  two  being  sons,  viz.,  John,  b.  1715,  and 
Eliasy  b.  1718.  He  acted  as  an  executor  of  his  fa.'s  estate,  with 
his  br.  Hendrick,  whom  he  survived.     John  Brevoorty  b.  Sept 
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14,  1716,  was  a  goldsmith  in  N.  Y.,  and  m.  Jnly  30,  1739, 
Louisa-Abigail,  dr.  of  Rev.  Joshua  Kockerthal.  His  only  ch. 
that  survived  inf.,  Charlotte,  b.  May  22,  1740,  m.  Hon.  White- 
head Hicks,  Mayor  of  N.  Y.  from  1766  to  1773.  See  Thomp- 
son's  Long  Island,  2  :  510. 

Hendriek  Brevoort,  after  that  excellent  Dutch  usage  which 
ffave  each  son  a  trade,  was  bred  a  weaver,  but  followed  farming. 
He  m.  in  1699  Maria,  dr.  of  Johanes  Couwenhoven,  dec,  **late 
Secretary  between  Harlem  and  Bowery;"  and  in  1705,  Jaco- 
mina,  dr.  of  Abm.  Bokee.  Hendriek  d.  in  1718,  leaving  chn., 
viz.,  by  his  first  w.  :  John,  b.  1700;  and  by  his  second,  Abra- 
ham,  b.  1707 ;  Hendriek,  b.  1711 ;  EKas,  b.  1715  ;  and  Jacob, 
b.  1717.  His  wid.  m.,  in  1721,  Jacob  Harsen,  the  Harsen  anc. 
Of  the  sons,  John  m.  Oct.  8,  1726,  Anna,  dr.  of  Eide  van 
Huyse,  of  Bloomingdale ;  had  by  her  a  dr.,  Mary.  His  w.  d. 
Mav  20,  1730.  By  a  second  w.  he  had  Henry,  b.  Feb.  12,  1735, 
d.  Oct.  2,  1782,  fa.  by  Maria  Anthony,  of  Abraham,  b.  June 
24,  1762,  d.  Nov.  12,  1794,  fa.  by  Ann  Devoor  (see  p.  461),  of 
Henry,  b.  Feb.  16,  1791,  d.  Apl.  4,  1874,  fa.  by  Jane  Stewart, 
of  Mary  S.,  Ann  and  Jane,  m.  respectively  to  Stevenson  Towle, 
John  H.  Riker,  and  Ulysses  D.  Eddy,  Esqrs, 

Hendriek  Brevoort,  b.  1711,  m.  Sept.  29,  1739,  Catharine,  dr. 
of  Abraham  Delamater,  and  had  eight  chn.,  to  wit,  Henry, 
Abraham,  Elias,  John,  Isaac,  Anna,  Catharine,  and  Jemima. 
Henry,  the  first  of  these,  b.  Oct,  29,  1747,  m.  May  25,  1779, 
Sarah,  dr,  of  Capt.  Wm.  Whetten,  and  d.  Aug.  21,  1841,  be- 
ing fa.  of  Henry,  b.  Sept.  25,  1782,  fa.  of  Mr.  J.  Carson  Bre- 
voort. For  other  details  of  this  respectable  family  see  the  Todd 
Genealogy,  and  the  N.  Y.  G.  &  B.  Record,  for  1876. 


BUSSING. 

Arent  Habmans  Bussing,  one  of  the  most  worthy  of  the  H.' 
settlers,  appears  in  the  earlier  records  only  as  Arent  Hermens 
(Harmons  or  Harmans,  for  ho  thus  varied  the  spelling),  and  is 
so  called  in  the  Donffan  patent ;  but  ho  finally  dropped  the 
patronymic,  and  took  his  proper  surname.  Ta  the  former  fre- 
quent mention  of  him  little  need  now  be  added.  By  his  m;  in 
1673  with  Susannah  Delamater  he  obtained  two  of  the  west 
gardens,  Kos.  19,  20,  on  which  he  built  a  house  and  barn,  and 
lived  the  rest  of  his  life  ;  being  the  place  afterward  of  his  gt.- 
gd-dr.,  Mrs.  Catharine  Storm.  When  about  to  m.  again.  Bus- 
sing bound  himself.  Mar.  8,  1678,  to  pay  his  two  chn.  by  said 
w.  Susannah,  when  they  should  be  of  lawful  age,  the  sum  of 
900  gl.,  being  the  portion  gotten  with  their  mo.  ;  and  he  then 
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to  own  the  said  two  gardens,  valued  at  400  gl.  Ho  had  recently 
added  to  these  the  three  Demarest  gardens  on  the  east  side,  hut 
these  were  sold  by  his  heirs,  at  a  later  period,  to  Petrus  Wal- 
dron.  He  drew  "No.  5  of  the  New  Lots,  but  sold  it  to  Barent 
Waldron.  Serving  often  in  the  magistracy,  and  bearing  office 
in  the  chh.,  Arent  Bussing  was  nofc  inattentive  to  his  worldly 
estate,  which  ho  enhanced  with  a  lot  on  Van  Keulen's  Hook 
and  three  lots  lyine  together  on  Jochem  Pieters  Flat,  the  latter 
the  same  tract  sola  by  John  Adriance  to  Charles  Henry  Hall, 
June  ^7,  1825.  He  drew  lot  8  in  the  Division  of  1691,  being 
12}  morgen,  to  which  4  acres  were  added  in  1720,  makine  it  28 
acres,  as  sold  by  the  Bussing  heirs  to  John  Myer,  Nov.  G, 
1790.  For  his  lands  drawn  in  1712,  see  App.  J.  At  his  d.  in 
1718  he  owned  127  acres,  then  valued,  as  per  sale  to  his  son 
Peter,  at  £511. 

Arent  Bussing  had  by  his  first  w.  three  chn.,  viz.,  Peter,  b. 
1674 ;  Harman,  b.  1675  ;  Harman  2d,  b.  1677.  Only  some 
strong  incentive  could  have  led  him  to  ignore  custom  and  call 
his  first  born  Peter  instead  of  Harman.  By  his  second  w.,  Eva 
Lubberts,  he  had  Dirck,  b.  1679,  d.  earlv ;  Margaret,  b.  1681, 
who  m.  Lawrence  Kortright ;  Susannah  d.  1684,  in  1718  was 
yet  unm.  ;  Engeltie,  b.  1686,  m.  Abraham  Myer  ;  Elizabeth,  b. 
1692,  m.  Matthew  Benson  ;  Geesie,  b.  1694,  m.  Tennis  Dela- 
montagne  ;  John,  b.  ab.  1697,  and  Mary,  b.  ab.  1700,  who  m. 
Joh.  M.  Van  Harlingen,  clerk  at  U.     See  note  p.  458. 

John  Bussing,  who  m.  Sept.  2,  1723,  Metje,  dr.  of  Joh. 
Kortright,  was  a  weaver,  and  perhaps  left  the  town  ;  certainly 
did  not  hold  any  real  estate  here.  His  dr.  Eva  m.  Oct  30, 
1756,  Alexander  Forbes,  shopkeeper,  afterward  of  the  Out 
Ward,  farmer,  to  whom  administration  on  the  estate  of  wid. 
Metje  Bussing  was  granted  Jan.  27,  1774. 

Harman  Bussing,  b.  1677,  became  a  carman  in  N.  Y.,  m. 
Jan.  27,  1707,  Sarah,  dr.  of  Isaac  Selover,  and  had  the  follow- 
ing chn.  :  Susamiahy  b.  1708,  m.  Joh.  Montanye  ;  Imac,  b. 
1710  ;  Anna,  b.  1712  ;  Eve,  b.  1715  ;  Arenty  b.  1718 ;  JacobuSy 
b.  1721  ;  Abraham,  b.  1724.  Isaac,  also  a  carman,  m.  1738 
Elizabeth  Tilly,  lived  in  Lombard  Street,  now  Trinity  PI.,  was 
dec.  in  1765,  and  had  chn.,  the  eldest  being  Timothv,  of  Alba- 
ny. Arent,  carpenter,  m.  1749  Sarah  Hoome,  ana  had  issue 
William,  Harman,  Peter,  Sarah,  Mary,  and  Anna. 

Peter  Bussing,  b.  1674,  m.  June  7,  1700,  Eebecca,  dr.  of 
Capt.  Joh.  Vermilye,  and  went  to  Westchester  Co.,  but  on  the 
d.  of  his  fa.  he  returned  to  H.,  buying  out  the  interests  of  the 
other  heirs  in  the  paternal  lands,  Dec.  30,  1718,  for  (less  his 
own  share)  the  sum  of  £454  :  4  :  6.  He  also  purchased,  Mar. 
14,  1733,  from  Joanni  Benson,  the  60  acres  bought  by  the  latter 
from  his  br.  Samson,  and  which  included  No.  12,  1st  Div., 
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and  C  acres  in  No.  8,  2d  Div.  ;  besides  Nos.  1  and  2,  1st  Div., 
being  the  tract  north  of  the  road  and  the  Benson  or  Mill  farm 
(and  opposite  the  old  Bussing  house),  containing  41  a.  1  q.  23  r., 
which  the  executors  of  his  son  Aaron  sold  to  Samson  Benson, 
May  6,  1787.  In  1726  Peter  Bussing  had  gotten  all  Jacques 
Tourneur's  lands,  viz.,  his  lots  drawn  in  the  4  Divisions,  and 
tlioso  on  Van  Kenlen's  Hook  which  adjoined  southerly  to  the 
said  Bussing  house  lot  (when  the  road  between  them  was  closed 
up),  and  westerly  to  the  Mill  farm  aforesaid,  and,  with  said  house 
lot,  since  composing  the  Catharine  Storm  farm.  Peter's  fa.  had 
purchased  from  Samuel  Waldron,  Jan.  3,  1711,  the  two  north 
gardens  next  to  the  Church  Farm,  previouslj^  owned  by  his  fa.- 
m-law  Glaude  Delamater,  from  whose  surviving  chn.  and  heirs 
Peter  Bussing  obtained  a  quit-claim  deed  June  1,  1726.  This 
plot  being  built  upon  was  held  by  his  desc.  till  sold  by  John  S. 
Adrianoe  to  Christopher  Heiser,  June  7,  1820.  In  1733  Bus- 
sing sold  Nos,  11,  12,  13,  1st  Div.,  and  his  6  acres  in  No.  8,  2d 
Div.,  to  Adolph  Myer,  whence  they  descended  to  Wm.  Mole- 
naor.  Peter  Bussing  d.  in  1737,  leaving  his  house  and  lands  in 
H.  to  his  son  Aai'on,  and  to  his  sons  Peter  and  Abraham  each 
a  farm  at  Fordham.  His  chn.  in  all  were  Aaron,  b.  Dec.  27, 
1703  ;  John,  b.  Jan.  20,  1705  ;  Peter,  b.  Jan.  1,  1707;  Aeltie, 
b.  Jan.  20,  1710,  m.  Jacob  Myer;  Ahrahavi,  b.  May  31,  1714; 
and  Susannah,  b.  May  19,  1716,  who  m.  Benjamin  Benson. 
Peter  Bussing,  last  named,  m.  Helena,  dr.  of  Samson  Benson, 
was  an  elder  at  Fordham,  and  left  his  lands  to  his  dr.  Mary 
Bussing  and  his  son  Peter.  The  last  d.  in  1790,  leaving  sons 
Peter  and  John  Bussing  and  several  drs.  ;  of  these,  Margaret  was 
w.  of  Isaac  Valentine,  and  Mary  w.  of  Walter  Briggs. 

John  Bussing,  b.  Jan.  20,  1705,  m.  June  15,  17;?5,  Mary,  dr. 
of  Evert  Bniyn,  of  Westchester  Ca  On  Aug.  26,  1759,  he 
contracted  to  complete  the  chh.  at  Fordham  for  £4.  He  d. 
before  his  fa.,  leaving  sons  Evert,  Peter,  and  John,  of  whom 
Evert  was  living  in  Westchester  in  1757.  Peter  last  named, 
who,  I  believe,  m.  a  dr.  of  Abraham  Myer,  bought  of  Abraham 
Myer,  Jr.,  Apl.  16,  1753,  the  two  southerly  lots  (called  40 
acres),  of  the  old  Tourneur  farm  on  Harlem  Lane,  to  which 
about  a  year  later  he  added  the  upper  lot  by  purchase  from  the 
widow  Grietie  Kortright  The  three  lots  taking  in  the  land  out- 
side the  patent  line  in  the  rear,  up  to  the  hills,  made ^  about  74 
acres,  of  which,  in  1784,  after  the  d.  of  their  fa.,  the  three  sons 
of  Peter,  namely,  Adolph,  Abraham,  and  John  Bussing,  conveyed 
that  part  of  the  upper  lot  which  lay  west  of  Harlem  Lane,  and 
containing  14  acres,  to  the  brs.  Henry  and  Abraham  Van  Bra- 
mer.  The  remainder  of  the  farm  was  equally  divided  by  the 
three  Bussing  brs.  by  deeds  of  Apl.  7,  1787.  See  App.  G. 
These  occupied  their  respective  portions,  and  here  Adolph  closed 
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liis  life,  on  Feb.  3,  1820,  and  John  on  May  1,  1830.  The 
latter,  though  m.  twice,  left  no  issue.  Adolph  Bussing,  by  his 
w.  Anna,  left  an  only  eh.,  Susannah,  w.  of  Obadiah  Sands, 
and  mo.  of  John  B.  Sands.  Abraham  Bussing  m.  Nov.  3, 
1782,  Elizabeth  Brett,  and  secondly  Sarah  Brown.  He  sold  his 
farm  west  of  Harlem  Lane  (since  of  David  Wood)  to  John  N. 
Grenssebach,  Jan.  17,  1794,  and  removed  to  Bedford,  West- 
chester Co.  Abraham  had  four  chn.,  to  wit,  John,  Peter, 
Anna,  who  m.  George  Warner,  and  Susan,  who  m.  Benj.  Banks 
and  was  mo.  of  Wm.  W.  and  Alvah  C.  Banks.  Peter  BussiDC 
(Rev.),  left  issue  Wm.  J.  Bussing,  Julia  A.,  w.  of  Horatio  W. 
Thompson,  and  Elizabeth,  w.  of  George  Peck. 

Aaron  Bussing  m.  Oct.  21,  1730,  Maria,  dr.  of  Johannes 
Myer,  tb©  next  year  was  named  as  constable  in  the  Montgomery 
Charter,  and  succeeded  upon  the  d.  of  his  fa.  to  all  his  lands  at 
n.,  rated  at  201  acres,  and  which  he  held  nearly  intact  till  his 
d. ,  He  parted  with  the  Tourneur  lots.  No.  14,  2d  Div.,  and  No. 
2,  3d  Div.  He  d.  in  1784,  8b.  81  yrs.,  having  had  issue  Catha- 
rine, b.  Aug.  31,  1731,  m.  Abraham  Storm  ;  Kebecca,  b.  Jan.  8, 
1734,  m.  John  Waldron  ;  Abraham,  b.  Dec.  31,  1736 ;  Maria, 
b.  Nov.  29,  1738,  d.  Sept.  17,  1744 ;  Maria,  b.  Jan.  8,  1745, 
m.  John  S.  Sickels ;  and  Aaron,  b.  Mar.  18,  1747,  who  d. 
July  6,  1750.  Pursuant  to  the  will  of  Aaron  Bussing,  made 
May  1,  1782,  and  proved  May  27,  1784,  his  lands  were  sold 
by  his  executors  to  various  parties,  the  homestead  being  pur- 
chased by  his  dr.,  Mrs.  Storm.  His  sOn,  Abraham,  m.  Dec.  27, 
1764,  Margaret,  dr.  of  Aaron  Mver,  and  d.  (we  believe  just 
before  his  fa.]|  leaving  a  son,  Aaron,  and  a  dr.,  Susann^ 
who  m.  successively  John  Myer  and  Peter  Montfort.  By  devise 
of  his  ffd-fa.  Myer,  Aaron  became  joint  owner,  with  his  sr. 
Susannah,  of  the  old  Barent  Waldron  or  Bussing  Point  farm ; 
and  afterward  its  sole  owner,  by  purchase  from  the  other  heirs, 
Mar.  18,  1794.  (See  note  on  this  title,  under  Myer.)  He  m. 
Jane,  dr.  of  Samson  Benson,  and  d.  May  22,  1835,  «.  ah.  70  yre. 
His  property  passed  to  his  chn.,  who  were  John,  Samuel, 
Abraham-Barker,  Margaret,  who  m.  Peter  Myer,  and  Rebecca 
D.,  who  m.  the  present  Hon.  Nathaniel  Jarvis,  formerly  Alder- 
man, County  Clerk,  etc. 


DELAMATER. 

Glaude  lb  Maistre,  as  his  autograph  is,  anc.  of  the  entire 
Delamater  family  in  this  country,  having  d.  before  the  date  of 
the  Dongan  patent,  his  wid.  Hester,  and  sons  Jan  and  Isaac, 
took  his  place  among  the  patentees.  An  exile  from  his  home  at 
Itichebourg,  in  Artois,  it  was  while  living  in  the  Loyerdwars- 
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8traet,  at  Amsterdam,  in  1652,  that  Glaude  m.  Hester  Dn  Bois, 
who  was  his  second  w.,  and,  as  we  have  seen^  also  of  a  French 
refugee  family.  Glaude  spent  some  of  his  first  years  in  America 
at  Flatbush,  working  as  a  carpenter,  and  there  four  of  his  six 
chn.  were  b.  With  Meyndert  Coerten,  Walraven  Luten,  Pierre 
Billiou  and  others  (Mrs.  Billion,  a  Du  Bois,  was  probably  related 
to  Mrs.  Delamater*),  he  applied,  Aug.  22,  1661,  for  land  on 
Staten  Island  ;  but  only  Billiou  and  Luten  settled  there,  while 
he  and  Coerten  soon  came  to  H.,  where  Delamater  served  four 
terms  as  a  magistrate,  between  1666  and  1673.  He  bought  two 
allotments  of  land,  from  Daniel  Tourneur,  for  which  he  took 
out  a  patent  June  25,  1668.  In  1675  he  was  chosen  a  dea- 
con, but  his  sympathies  were  with  the  French  church  and  ser- 
vice, whence  arose  the  controversy  with  the  town  regarding  the 
parish  clerk's  salary,  which  so  disturbed  his  latter  years.  Ii  im- 
petuous, Glaude  was  not  incapable  of  generous  acts  when  ap- 
proached kindly ;  and  his  obstinacy  in  maintaining  what  ho 
conceived  to  be  his  rights  can  hardly  be  deemed  a  defect  in  his 
character.  He  d.  in  or  ab.  1683,  his  yrs.  having  exceeded  three- 
score and  ten.  His  chn.  were  Jan,  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jaco- 
bus, Susannah,  b.  at  Flatbush,  who  m.  Arent  Harmans  Bussing, 
and  Hester,  b.  at  Harlem",  who  m.  Moses  Le  Count,  of  Kings- 
ton, N.  Y.  See  p.  360*  On  Nov.  6,  1687,  Glaudo's  wid.  m. 
Jan  Tibout,  the  parish  clerk.  In  view  of  this  event,  she  and 
Tiboat  had  entered  into  an  agreement,  Sept.  23,  preceding, 
with  her  sons  Jan  and  Isaac,  and  son-in-law  Bussing  (who  to- 
gether took  the  real  estate,  having  power  to  do  so  from  the 
absent  heirs,  Abraham  and  Jacobus  Delamater,  and  Moses  Lo 
Count),  by  which  she  was  to  "  have  the  free  use  of  the  house 
and  erfvLi  the  strand,"  while  she  lived,  and  Jan  and  Isaac  were 
to  pay  her  twenty-seven  schepels  of  wheat  yearly.  "  Should  any 
land  be  drawn  during  Hester  du  Bois's  lifetime,  it  shall  belong 
to  them  both,  to  wit,  Jan  Tibout  and  Hester  Du  Bois." 

Abraham  Delamater,  b.  at  Flatbush,  in  1656,  removed  in  liis 
early  manhood,  with  his  br.  Jacobus,  to  Kingston,  Ulster  Co. 

•Pierre  Billiou  was  a  Walloon  from  near  Lille, and  m.  at  Leyden,  Apl. 
20.  1649,  Fran^oise  du  Bois,  a  sister  of  Louis  du  Bois,  later  of  Esopus ; 
both,  we  think,  of  the  Canterbury  family  of  which  was  Mrs.  Delamater, 
this  kinship,  probably,  the  cause  of  three  of  the  Delamater  chn.  going  to 
Esopus.  Billiou  had  two  drs.  b.  at  Leyden.  He  embarked  at  Amsterdam, 
May  9,  1661  (see  note  p.  203),  accompanied  by  his  w.  and  4  chn.,  aged  9,  7, 
6  and  2\  yrs.  They  had  an  Isaac  baptized  four  days  after  landing  at  New 
Amsterdam.  Isaac  was  living  in  1707.  A  son  Peter,  b.  here  in  1668.  m. 
Maria  Breese  in  1701.  Pierre  Billiou  was  schout  of  Staten  Island  during 
the  Dutch  reoccupation.  He  and"  his  two  sons  "  received  a  grant  of  three 
farms,  270  acres,  on  the  south  side  of  that  island,  next  to  Jacques  Guion, 
laid  out  to  them  Oct.  18,  1675.  He  also  acquired  land  at  Piscataqua,  N.  J. 
Billiou  has  desc.,  but  now  much  scattered. 
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He  there  m.,  in  1682,  Celeste,  dr.  of  Cornelius  Vernov.  Hem. 
a  second  w.,  Elsie,  dr.  of  Jurian  Tappen  and  wid.  of  tlillebmnt 
Lechier.  A  magistrate  and  elder  at  Kingston,  and  prominent 
in  public  affairs,  he  closed  a  useful  life  Nov.  20,  1734.  His 
chn.  were  Cornelius,  b.  1683,  who  m.  Margaret  van  Steenburgh : 
Susannah,  b.  1685  ;  Adriana,  b.  1694,  m.  Aldert  Kiersted  ; 
Johannes,  b.  1697,  m.  Christina  Wynkoop  ;  David,  b.  1701,  m. 
Ijanrentia  Tenbrook ;  Jacobus,  b.  1705,  m.  Catrina  Schoon- 
maker ;  and  AbraJiam,  b.  1707,  who  m.  Eachel,  dr.  of  Abm. 
Low.  Said  Abraham  Delamater  d.  July  13,  1776,  having  had 
nine  chn.  ;  his  son  Johannes,  b.  Apl.  30,  1747,  d.  July  18,  1811. 
From  Cornelius,  b.  1683,  was  desc»  (through  Cornelius,  Benja- 
min, and  Jacob),  his  gt-gt-gd-son,  the  late  distinguished  Dr. 
John  Delamater,  of  Cleveland,  0. 

Jacobus  Delamater,  Glaude's  youngest  son,  was  b.  at  H.,  and 
m.  at  Kingston,  in  1688,  Gertrude,  b.  1666,  dr.  of  Martin  Cor- 
nelisz.  Ysselsteyn,  of  Claverack.  He  was  a  trustee  of  Kingston, 
and  a  firm  supporter  of  the  chh.  there  for  some  years,  till  ho 
settled  in  Marbletown  upon  land  (296  acres),  bought  in  1715, 
and  where  he  d.  in  1741,  leaving  this  property  to  his  sons  Isaac 
and  Martin,  and  a  farm  at  Claverack  to  his  eldest  son  Claude. 
The  chn.  of  Jacobus  were  Claude,  b.  1692,  d.  at  C.  ab.  1770, 
having  had  by  his  w.  Christina,  sons  Jeremiah,  Jacobus,  John, 
and  Derick,  and  drs.  Gertrude,  m.  John  M.  Van  Valkenburgh, 
Catalina,  Christina,  m.  John  Van  Deusen,  and  Kachel,  m.  John 
Leggett,  Jr.  ;  Isaac,  b.  1694,  known  as Capt. Delamater,  whom, 
his  cousin,  Bebecca  Delamater,  removed  from  Marbletown  to 
Amenia,  Dutchess  Co.,  served  in  the  French  war,  was  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  d.  1775  ;  Martha,  b.  1696  ;  Jacobus,  b.  1699  ; 
Martifi,  b.  1701,  who  m.  Elizabeth  Nottingham,  and  was  sue-  . 
ceeded  in  his  large  property  in  Marbletown,  in  1768,  by  his  son 
Jacobus  ;  Baia,  h.  1703,  m.  John  Leg ;  Hester,  b.  1706  ;  Cor- 
nelius, b.  1708,  m.  Catalina  Osterhout ;  Jannelie,  b.  1711,  m. 
Joris  Middagh,  and  Susannah,  b.  1713,  who  m.  Thomas  Not- 
tingham. The  iV".  E,  Hist  <t  Gen.  Register,  for  1860,  gives  n 
Delamat^er  Genealogy,  which. abounds  in  errors,  but  may  afforl 
some  aid  in  extending  the  foregoing  branches  of  the  family. 

Jan  Delamater,  of  H.,  eldest  son  of  Glaude,  was  b.  in  1653, 
at  Flatbush,  m.  in  1678  Ruth,  dr.  of  Resolved  Waldron,  and 
was,  as  we  have  seen,  a  worthy  and  useful  resident.  He  oper- 
ated considerably  in  lands.  On  Mar.  7,  1676,  he  and  Jan 
Nagel  bought  Journee's  propertv.  Dividing  it  July  14,  1677, 
Delamater  took  the  house  and  lot  and  No.  14  Van  Keulen's 
Hook.  He  soon  sold  the  latter,  but  afterward  acquired  Nos. 
10,  11,  in  the  same  tract,  and  No.  7  of  the  New  Lots.  He  also 
succeeded  to  an  erf  and  9  morgefi  of  the  paternal  lands  ;  this 
giving  him  the  lower  half  of  the  farm  on  Montanye's  Flat,  lot 
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No.  12  Van  Kenlen's  Hook,  and  the  2  north  gardens  next  the 
chh.-lot.  He  now  sold  No.  7  New  Lots  to  Samuel  Waldron,  Apl. 
21,  1688,  leased  his  3  lots  on  V.  K.  H.  to  Joost  van  Oblinns, 
and  on  the  same  date  conveyed  the  Journee  erf  to  Peter  van 
Oblinus,  who  sold  it  to  Jacques  Toumeur,  Aug.  7,  1691.  In 
May,  1690,  Delamater  bartered  his  V.  K.  H.  lots  for  others  on 
Hoom's  Hook,  to  which  he  removed.  See  App.  H.  On  Oct. 
25,  1702,  being  "sick  in  bed,"  he  made  his  will,  giving  his  w. 
a  life  use  of  his  estate.  The  will  was  proved  Sept.  9,  1703,  only 
a  few  days  before  the  wid.  m.  Henry  Bogert,  of  Marbletown,  to 
which  place  she  removed  with  some  of  her  chn.  The  Hoorn's 
Hook  farm  and  other  lands  of  Jan  Delamater  were  sold,  in  1710, 
to  Samuel  Waldron.  His  chn.  who  survived  inf.  were  Susan- 
imh,  b.  1682,  who  m.  Albert  Low,  of  H.,  and  went  to  Somerset 
Co.,  N.  J.;  Cornelia,  b.  1685,  who  m.  her  step-br.  Cornelius  Bo- 
gert ;  Abraham  b.  1689,  m.  Jan.  19,  1711,  iiis  step-sr.,  Sarah 
Bogert,  and  settled  at  North  Branch  ;  Tanneke,  b.  1692,  m.  her 
step-br.,  Martin  Bogert,  who  had  previously  lived  at  H.  ;  Hester, 
b.  1694,  who  m.  John  Lewis  ;  and  Catharine,  b.  1697,  who,  I 
believe,  m.  Wm.  Van  Gaasbeck,  of  Kingston. 

Isaac  Delamater,  of  H.,  third  son  of  Glaude,  was  b.  1658,  at 
Flatbush,  and  m.  ab.  1681  Cornelia  Everts  (van  Ness?),  of 
Albany,  a  sr.  of  Rebecca  Everts,  w.  of  Jerome  Barheyt,  of  that 
place.  Both  Isaac  and  w.  united  with  the  chh.  at  N.  Y.,  Dec. 
3d,  1681,  though  living  at  II.,  where  ho  was  afterward  a  deacon. 
Later,  ho  served  the  town  as  a  commissioner,  also  as  constable. 
Isaac  obtained  the  upper  half  of  his  fa.  's  farm  on  Montanye's 
Flat,  called  6  mora  en  or  12  acres.  He  leased  it,  with  house,  gar- 
den, orchard,  and  half  the  meadow,  to  Jan  Tibout,  Feb.  13, 
1688,  for  12  yrs.  Isaac  drew  lot  No.  11,  Jochem  Pieters  Hills, 
which  he  sold  to  Jan  Dyckman.  He  resumed  his  farm,  and 
occupied  it  as  late  as  Dec.  3,  1726,  on  which  date  he  conveyed 
all  his  lands  to  his  son  John.  He  or  his  son  Isaac  bought  No. 
6  New  Lots  from  Nich.  Kortright,  in  1729,  and  sold  it  in  1731 
to  Johannes  Waldron.  His  chn.  were  Hester,  b.  1683,  at 
Albany,  who  m.  Simon  van  Ness,  from  that  place,  but  in  1716 
a  farmer  at  Newark,  N.  J.  ;  Evertie,  b.  1685,  m.  1713  Bernardus 
Vcrveelen,  of  Rockland  Co.,  N.  Y.  ;  John,  b.  1687,  of  whom 
hereafter  ;  Abraham  and  Isaac,  twins,  b.  1693  ;  Rebecca,  b. 
1696,  who  m.  Capt.  Isaac  Delamater,  of  Marbletown  and 
Amenia ;  Jacob,  b.  1699,  not  further  noticed  ;  Susannah,  who 
m.  Johannes  B.  Waldron,  and  Cornelia,  who  m.  Cornelius 
Quackenbos,  of  H.  Abraham  m.  Fob;  21,  1718,  Catharine, 
dr.  of  Capt.  Joh.  Benson,  and  was  owner  from  1727  to  1742  of 
the  Louvre,  or  Jones'  Woods  Farm.  Ho  lived  for  some  yrs.  at 
Tappan,  on  the  Hudson,  but  returned  to  N.  Y.,  where  he  d. 
Dec.  8,  1771.     His  chn.  so  far  as  known,  were  1.  Catharine, 
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who  m.  Henry  Brevoort ;  2.  Isaac,  who  m.  Nov.  26,  1744, 
Maria  Bichardsos,  and  had  issue  Catharine,  b.  Dec.  24,  1745, 
William,  b.  Jan.  19,  1747,  Abraham,  b.  Sept.  7,  1749,  Joho, 
b.  Apl.  22,  1752;  3.  John,  m.  Phebe  Maby,  and  had  Abra- 
ham, b,  Jan.  29,  1751,  Catalina,  b.  Feb.  19,  1753,  etc.  ;  and 
4.  Elizabeth,  who  m.,  1750,  Cornelius -Vanderhoof.  Isaac  m. 
Auff.  9^  1717,  Belitie,  dr.  of  Barent  Waldron.  They  had, 
1.  Barent,  b.  at  H.,  1720,  m.  1745  Bachel  Jewel,  bought  a  farm 
in  Mount  Pleasant,  Westchester  Co.,  was  a  deacon,  1773,  of 
Tarrytown  chh.,  had  a  son  Isaac,  and  drs.  m.  to  Enapp,  Devoe, 
Shule,  and  Lanigan,  and  d.  1812,  leaving  his  farm  to  Isaac  ;  2. 
Isaac,  m.  Jannetie  Flierboom,  and  was  fa.  of  Isaac,  b.  at  Tappan, 
Sept.  1,  1751,  who  m.  Jannetie  Myer,  and  was  fa.  of  Jacobus 
Flierboom  Delamater,  b.  Jan.  27,  1782,  and  John  Delamater,  b. 
July  4,  1787  ;  3.  John,  of  N.  Y.,  carpenter,  m.  Jannetie  Post, ' 
1755,  and  had  Isaac,  b.  1757,  John,  1762,  d.  y.,  Evert,  1770, 
and  John,  1773 ;  and  4.  AbraJiam,  b.  in  1732,  m.  Maria,  dr.  of 
Harmanus  Vandewater,  of  Bloomin^dale,  and  had  8  chn.,  one 
of  whom,  Isaac,  was  the  fa.  of  Mrs.  Jacob  Weeks,  and  another, 
Catharine,  m.  John  Wilson,  of  N.  Y.,  fa.  of  James  B.  WilsoD, 
Esq.,  formerly  president  of  the  Bank  of  the  Commonwealth. 

John  Delamater,  b.  1687,  m.  in  1714  Anneke,  dr.  of  Joh. 
Waldron,  and  in  1718  was  elected  constable.  In  1715  ho  bought 
the  propertv  of  his  aunt,  Aeltie  V^rmilye,  who  removed  to  West- 
chester. This  consisted  of  lot  No.  5,  of  1691,  and  her  drafts  in 
the  four  divisions,  31  acres  in  all,  with  a  village  seat.  In  1719 
he  added  30  acres  from  Matthew  Benson  (since  in  the  Samson 
A.  Benson  farm),  and  next,  in  1726,  his  fa.'s  lands,  giving  him 
a  total  of  99  acres.  In  1729  he  sold  4  acres  (the  Vermilye  Ist 
Div.)  to  Joh.  Waldron,  and  in  1737  the  30  acres  aforesaid,  to 
Adolph  Benson.  The  rest  of  his  lands,  65  acres,  in  which  was 
included  the  farm  on  Montanye's  Flat,  and  said  lot  No.  5,  he 
sold.  Mar.  15,  1742,  to  Arent  Kortright,  who  afterward  m. 
his  dr.  John  Delamater  d.  soon  after,  and  on  Mar.  24,  1744, 
his  will  was  admitted  to  probate,  and  his  son-in-law  Myer  allowed 
to  administer.  His  drs.  were  Anneke,  who  m.  Samuel  Wal- 
dron, of  Newtown  ;  Cornelia,  who  m.  John  Myer,  Jr.  ;  Susan- 
nah, who  m.  Isaac  Day,  blacksmith,  of  Hackensack,  later  of  H., 
and  who  kept  the  noted  Day  Tavern  ;  Margaret,  who  m.  Aaron 
Kortright ;  Rebecca,  who  m.  Lewis  Williams,  and  Heater.  His 
sons  were  1.  John,  the  eldest,  of  N.  Y.,  carpenter,  who  m. 
Elizabeth  Post,  and  had  issue  John,  b.  1754,  Rebecca,  b.  1757, 
Isaac,  b.  1759,  Elizabeth,  b.  1762,  Isaac,  b.  1764,  Abraham,  b. 
1765  :  2.  Isaac,  who  m.  Anna  Pearse,  and  had  John,  b.  1750, 
Anna,  b.  1755,  Joseph,  b.  1761  (sold  their  house  in  Frankfort 
Street,  Mar.  17,  1775) ;  3.  Samuel,  "  of  the  Out  Ward,  cord- 
wainer,"  Oct.  3,  1756,  when  he  m.  Catalina,  dr.  of  Benjamin 
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Waldron,  of  Harlem.  He  had  sons  John  S.,  and  Samuel^  and 
dr.  Ann,  who  m.  John  Vandenburgh.  John  S.,  b.  1757,  served 
in  the  artillery  in  the  Bevolution.  He  m,  Margaret  Cronk,  and 
was  for  many  years  health  oflScer  in  N.  Y. 

Samuel  Delamater,  b.  March  28,  1759,  became  a  tanner  and 
currier  in  N.  Y.,  m.  1779  Hannah  Vandenburgh,  and  d.  at  his 
residence,  20  North  Moore  Street,  June  8,  1843.  His  chn. 
were  Hannah,  b.  1780,  who  m.  Peter  Stryker  (their  dr.  Hannah 
was  mo.  of  Hon.  Schuyler  Colfax) ;  Catalina  b.  1782,  m.  Gys- 
l>ert  B.  Vroom,  of  N.  J.,  nephew  of  Gov.  Peter  D.  Vroom ; 
Samuel,  b.  1784  ;  Garret,  b.  1787,  d.  1797  ;  Maria,  b.  1790,  m. 
Bev.  Johnson,  and  Abel  Hine  ;  John,  b.  1792  ;  Benj.  Waldron, 
b.  1795  ;  and  James-Horn,  b.  1799.  Of  these,  Samuel,  b.  Jnlv 
23,  1784,  was  a  **  shipmaster ;"  d.  unm.  He  made  his  will 
Nov.  25,  1818,  **  expecting  to  sail  to-morrow  for  Matanzas." 
It  was  proved  Oct.  23,  1819.  James  II.  Delamater,  b.  Oct.  11, 
1799,  removed  to  Ohio.  John  Delamater,  b.  July  1,  1792,  for 
many  years  u  builder,  and  formerly  alderman,  and  much  esteemed, 
d.  Dec.  21, 1877.  He  m.  Sophia  J.  Ostrander,  and  has  living, 
sons  Benjamin,  etc.  His  br.  Benjamin  W.  Delamater,  b.  Mar. 
28,  1795,  formerly  grocer,  is  now  pres.  of  the  L.  L  Ins.  Co. 

DYCKMAN. 

Jan  Dyckman — DeeJcmariy  as  then  pronounced — ^the  anc.  of 
the  Dyckmans  of  Kingsbridge  and  vicinity,  and  ultimately  one 
of  the  wealthiest  of  the  patentees,  came,  as  already  stated,  from 
Bentheim  in  Westphalia,*  probably  in  company  with  his  early 
and  life-long  friends,  Adolph  Meyer  and  Arent  Bussing,  jointly 

*  Joannes  Dyckman,  fa.  of  Cornelis,  anc.  of  the  Bloom ingdale  family* 
was  the  son  of  Joris  Dyckman  and  Aeltie  Root,  of  Amsterdam,  and  not  re* 
iated,  so  far  as  appears,  to  Jan  Dyckman,  of  Kingsbridge.  He  had  been 
**  first  clerk"  to  the  W.  I.  Comp.,  came  out  in  1651,  and  served  as  clerk 
and  commissanr  at  Fort  Orange  or  Albany,  but  in  1655  was  laid  aside  by 
insanity.  He  d.  in  1672,  leaving  by  his  w.,  Maria  Bosyns,  who  survived 
him,  two  sons,  said  Cornelis,  b.  1647,  and  Johannes,  b.  1662.  The  last  m. 
Jannetie,  dr.  of  Cornelis  Viele,  of  Schenectady,  and  by  her  received  land 
at  the  All  Plaats,  on  which  they  had  lived  but  two  years,  when  the  French 
and  Indian  massacre  of  1690  happened.  Dyckman  and  family  made  their 
escape  to  Albany,  and  went  to  Dutchess  Co.,  but  in  1715  removed  to  the 
Manor  of  Livingston,  where  he  enjoyed  some  prominence  and  left  pos- 
terity.    He  had  a  son,  Johannes,  b.  1690,  and  one  dr. 

Cornelis  Dyckman,  some  of  whose  desc.  write  the  name  Dikeman^  m. 
Jannetie,  dr.  of  Dirck  Claessen,  potter  (see  p.  261),  and  settled  in  Albany 
Co..  at  Canistigione  (Niskavuna),  buying  lands,  which  he  occupied  five 
years  or  more,  but  abandoned  in  1690.  on  the  French  and  Indian  invasion  ; 
finding  a  temporary  home  in  Bergen  Co.,  N.  J.,  but  removing  thence  to  H., 
where  he  lived  in  1694.  and  was  made  constable  in  1698.  He  was  yet  here 
Sept.  5.  1701.  when  he  and  w.  sold  80  a.  of  their  Niskayuna  lands  to  Evert 
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with  whom  he  first  became  a  landholder,  Mar.  13,  166G,  by  the 
purchase  of  Simon  De  Ruine's  farm.  But  with  little  means  ol 
their  own,  the  borrowed  purchase  money,  ^000  gl.,  was  appar- 

Van  Ness.  Cornells  finallj  buying  a  farm  at  Bloomingdale,  there  d.,  leaving 
chn.,  Johannes^  Derick,  George^  Cornelius^  Nicholas,  H'yn/t'e,  tn.Johannes  Kon- 
right.  Cornelia,  m.  Jacob  Harsen,  Geefiie.m,  Derick  Vander  Haan,  and  Elisa- 
heth,  m.  John  Sprong.  By  his  will,  made  Nov.  i,  1711,  when  he  was  •*  sick  and 
weak,"  Cornells  left  hisfarm'to  his  sons  George  and  Cornelius,  who  were  to 
remunerate  the  other  chn.  But  *'  the  executors  not  sworn,  and  no  adminis* 
tration  granted,"  we  infer  that  Derick  and  Nicholas  bought  it.  as  they  owned 
f>arts  of  this  farm,  subsequently,  of  about  equal  size  and  extending  togeth- 
er from  70th  to  78th  Streets,  on  North  River,  and  from  68ih  to  77th,  on  7th 
Ave.  Johannes^  the  eldest  sop,  b.  in  Albany,  leased  a  farm  at  Blooming- 
dale  Dec.  29,  1701,  for  six  yrs.,  from  Jurien  Rynchout,  and  the  next  yr. 
m.  Rachel,  dr.  of  Frederick  De  Voe,  by  whom  he  had  Elizabeth,  b.  1703, 
Janneke.  1705,  Cornelius,  1707.  Hester,  1709,  Frederick,  1711 ;  the  last  iivo 
bapt.  at  Hackcnsack,  whither  Joliannes  seems  to  have  cone  when  his  lease 
expired.  />m^>6  learned  the  art  of  weaving  from  H  end  rick  Brevoort.  He 
m.,  1711,  Wilhelmina  Bass,  from  Newtown.  His  will,  dated  Feb.  16,  1730, 
was  proved  October  12,  1762.  He  left  his  farm  at  B  to  bis  wid.  and  chn. 
The  latter  were,  Cornelitks,  b.  1713,  Anna,  1716,  Cornelia,  1718,  Johannes, 
1720,  Derick,  1723,  Aaron,  1726,  und  George,  1729.  His  dr.  Anna  ill.  Jaco- 
bus Myer,  and  dr.  Cornelia  m.,  1745,  TeuniS  Somerindyke.  Nicholas,  b.  in 
Bergen,  1692,  m.,  1716,  Anneke,  dr.  of  John  Sevenhoven,  who  by  her  fa.'s 
will  received  half  of  the  Fabricius  farm  on  the  East  River  side,  and  which 
she  and  Nicholas  sold  in  1791.  Dyrkman's  homestead,  at  Bloomingdale, 
embraced  94  a.,  which  ran  up  1073d  Siitei  at  7th  Ave.,  and  a  little  higher  00 
the  river.  Pursuant  to  his  will,  dated  May  29.,  1752,  It  was  sold.  Mar.  i, 
1763,  by  his  executors,  John  Harscn  and  Garret  Cozine,  to  Jacob  Harsen, 
who  two  days  later  reconveyed  the  northern  half  to  said  John  Harsen 
(nephew  of  Dyckman,  and  also  m.  to  his  dr.  Rachel),  nnd  the  southern  half 
to  said  Cozinci  whose  w.  was  Jannetie  Dyckman.  The  southern  half,  with 
east  portion  of  the  northern,  formed  ihe  well-known  Harsen  Estate. 

George  Dyckman  m..  May  17,  1712,  Catalina,  dr.  of  Teunis  Idens  van 
Huyse,  of  Bloomingdale,  and  went  to  Bergen  Co.,  but  returned  to  occupy 
115  a.  conveyed  to  him,  June  23,  1720,  bv  his  fa. -in-law,  from  off  his  farm. 
See  Van  Huyse,  p.  522.  In  1729  he  bought  an  adjoining  section  of  the  farm 
from  his  br.-in-law.  Abm.  Montanye,  with  20  a.  in  the  rear,  lying  within  the 
Harlem  line  ;  also  Montanye's  erf,^\  H.  In  1748  he  sold  the  erf  and  20a.  to 
Adolph  Benson  and  Jacob  Dyckman,  Jr.  Jacob  sold  his  10  a.  to  Mrs.  Dan- 
iel McGown,  being  the  place  on  which  she  lived  at  McGown's  Pass.  See  p. 
490.  George  Dyckman  owned  a  part  of  the  old  Tourneur  Meadows  on  the 
lilile  Mill  Creek,  "  two  acres  more  or  less,"  gotten,  we  pref  ume,  with  Mon- 
tanye's  land,  and  bought  by  Montanye  when  the  adjacent  Touineur  farm,  to 
which  it  had  belonged,  was  sold  to  the  Kortrights.  Dyckman  sold  these 
meadows,  Oct.  19,  1734,  to  Nicholas  Kortright,  m.  to  his  niece,  whence 
they  passed  to  Abraham  Myer,  June  12,  1740,  and  from  Myer  to  Peter  Bus- 
sing, April  16,  1753.  Dyckman  d.  Jan.  16,  1753.  He  h&d  issue,  Jan- 
netie, b.  1714,  Teuntie,  1716,  Cornelius,  1718,  Maria,  1720,  Teunis-Eidesse, 
1722,  George,  1725,  and  John,  1728.  John  Dikeman  last  named,  first  a  baker 
in  N  Y.,  with  w.  Rebecca  (who  was  a  dr.  of  John  Buys),  sold  their  city  prop- 
erty in  1759  and  returned  to  Bloomingdale.  He  was  aid.  of  the  Out 
Ward,  1769  to  1773,  and  d.  some  yrs.  after  the  Revolution,  leaving  cbr., 
Teunis-Eidesse,  Matthew,  John,  Catharine  and  Rebecca.  Catharine  m., 
in  1780,  Peter  Grim,  Jr.  These  divided  the  paternal  lands  in  1793.  Of 
this  family  and  branch,  we  believe,  was  Judge  John  Dikeman,  of  Brooklyn. 
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entlj  too  heavy  a  burden  to  carry^  for  the  associates,  on  Apl. 
7,  ensuing,  turned  over  their  bargain  to  Capt.  Delavall.  Djck- 
man  united  with  the  chh.  at  N.  Y.,  on  Feb.  26,  1673,  together 
with  Bussing  and  others,  his  j[oung  acquaintances,  of  both 
sexes,  to  one  of  whom,  Madelaine,  dr.  of  Daniel  Toumeur, 
Dyckman  was  m.  during  the  next  summer.  Obtaining  by  her  a 
farming  lot  upon  Mont^ye's  Flat,  and  two  of  the  out-gardens 
on  which  to  build  and  begin  domestic  life,  Dyckman  bought  of 
Meyer,  Not.  2,  following,  **  a  certain  Jiook  of  marsh  land,"  on 
the  north  end  of  lot  4,  Van  Eenlen's  Hook.  We  hare  taken 
notice,  p.  386,  of  his  grant  and  purchase  at  Spuyten  Duyvel  in 
1677,  in  connection  with  Jan  Nagel.  The  latter  d.  in  1689, 
and  the  next  year  Dyckman,  then  living  at  Spuyten  Duyvel,  m. 
his  wid.,  Rebecca,  who  was  a  dr.  of  Resolved  Waldron.  By  this 
means  the  union  of  the  Dyckman  and  Nagel  estates  was  main- 
tained. They  drew  jointly  of  the  common  land  in  1691,  but 
in  1712,  the  Jfagel  heirs  being  of  age,  the  drafts  were  made  in 
separate  lots,  in  the  names  of  Jan  Dyckman  and  Jan  Nagel  re- 
spectively. 

The  land  drawn  in  1691  lav  in  two  places ;  one  parcel,  Np. 
14,  of  20  morgen,  being  on  Jochem  Pieters  Hills  j[see  App.  J), 
and  the  other.  No.  24,  drawn  mainly  on  their  joint  rights  at 
Spuyten  Duyvel,  embracing  all  the  common  land  north  of  Slier- 
man* 8  Ch'eek^  as  shown  by  the  annexed  extract  from  the  deed 
the 


'),  having  the  written  consent  of  the  freeholders, 
and  signed  by  the  town  officers.  Mar.  21,  1701. 

No.  24. 

Therb  is  set  off  for  Jan  Dyckman  and  Jan  Naoel,  on  account  of  26 
morgen  and  2  erven*  a  piece  of  land  upon  the  end  of  York  Island,  north 
of  the  Round  Meadow  and  the  Half  Creek,  commonly  called  Pieter  Tuy- 
nier's  Fall,  till  to  the  little  Sand  Bay  lying  at  the  North  River  ;  All  the 
common  land  north  of  this  abovewritten  boundary  :  Also  a  suitable 
King* 8  Way  shall  remain  over  the  said  land. 

The  quantity  of  land  strictly  due  upon  the  given  er/and  mor- 
gen rights  was  49  a. ,  but  the  grant  was  estimated  at  149.  The  ad- 
ditional 100  a.,  with  16  more  on  Jochem  Pieters  Hills  (known  as 
Lot  17,  Last  Division),  all  woodland,  were  gotten  by  agreement 
between  Dyckman  and  the  town,  in  exchange  for  cleared  land  on 
Jochem  Pieters  Flat  (29  a.),  which  had  belonged  to  Nagel,  but 
was  now  wanted  in  order  to  make  up  the  quantity  claimed  by 
the  heirs  of  Oapt  Delavall,  in  that  tract.  In  this  exchange 
Dyckman  got  four  acres  of  woodland  for  one  of  tillable  land, 
being  the  relative  value  of  the  two  at  that  date.  See  this  mat- 
ter further  explained  in  App.  E. 

*  These  erf  and  morgen  rights  had  been  adjusted  as  early  as  i686.  Seo 
Note,  p.  454.    How  they  were  made  up  is  shown  in  a  Note  in  App.  J. 
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The  deed  of  necessity  included  the  lands  covered  by  the  old 
Jansen  and  Aerlseu  patent,  and  known  latterly  as  the  Vychnan 
Homestead.  '  Dyckman  and  the  Nagels  also  bought  in  company 
three  lots,  Nos.  11,  12,  13,  adjoining  their  lot  14,  on  Jochem 
Pieters  Hills.  Thus  in  1715,  when  Dyckman  d.,  his  estate  and 
Nagel's  together  were  rated  at  300  a.  ;  which  was  exclosive  of 
the  said  lots  11  to  14,  being  90  a.,  then  held  in  his  own  name  by 
Dyckman's  son  Gerrit,  and  also  of  the  three  Nagel  lots  on 
Jochem  Pieters  Flat,  except  11  a.,  also  of  the  Dyckman  lot  on 
Montanye's  Flat,  which  had  passed  to  Zacharias  nickels,  and  the 
Nagel  drafts  in  the  four  divisions  which  had  been  disposed  of  to 
Abm.  Myer  and  Joh.  Waldron. 

Jan  Dyckman's  d.  was  followed,  after  four  yrs.,  by  that  of  his 
wid.  His  chn.  by  his  first  w.  were  Daniel,  b"  1673,  who  d.  y. ; 
Maria,  b.  1676,  who  m.,  in  1695,  Oapt.  James  Hewett,  and  in 
1713,  Peter  Ubregfc,  from  whom  Tubby  Hook  took  its  name ; 
Gerrit,  b.  1678  ;  Magdalena,  b.  1680,  who  m.  John  Nagel,  2d ; 
John,  b.  1682,  who  d.  y.  ;  and  Grietie,  b.  1685,  still  in  1719  a 
spinster y  i.e.  unm.  His  son  Jacob,  b.  1692,  was  by  his  last  w., 
as  was  also  his  dr.  Bebecca,  b.  1695,  who  m.  Joseph  Hadley,  of 
Philipsbnrgh,  or  Philips  Manor. 

The  DycTcman  and  !Nagel  chn.,  under  the  marriage  articles  be- 
tween Dyckman  and  Mrs.  Nagel,  dated  May  12,  1690,  and  their 
joint  will  of  Nov.  2,  1702,  were  to  share  equally  of  the  patrimo- 
nial estates.  Before  Dyckman  d.  his  eldest  son  Gerrit,  as  alreadj 
seen,  had  come  to  possess  the  90  a.,  or  lots  11  to  14,  on  Jochem 
Pieters  Hills  ;  and  other  of  the  separated  parcels  had  been  dis- 

{osed  of.  But  the  ample  domain  above  Sherman^s  Creek  and 
^yckman's  drafts  in  the  four  divisions  remained  intact  and  un- 
divided till  Nov.  10,  1719,  when  the  heirs  of  both  names  made 
a  settlement.  Gerrit  Dyckman  took  30  a.  more  of  his  father's  es- 
tate, embracing  his  lots  in  Ist  and  4th  Divisions,  and  half  of  No. 
17  Last  Division,  being  8  a.  near  Kiersen.  Jacob  Dyckman  and 
John  Nagel,  Jr.,  on  the  date  aforesaid,  bought  the  interests  of 
their  co-heirs  respectively,  in  the  remaining  lands,  which  gave 
Dyckman  120  a.  and  Nagel  151  a.  ;  the  latter  taking  the  Dyck- 
man lots  in  2d  and  3d  Divisions.  Each  had  an  equal  quantity 
above  Sherman's  Creek,  to  wit  112  a.,  and  these  lands,  excepting 
the  homesteads,  were  held  in  joint  tenancy  for  another  ten 
years.    Their  possessions  were  made  up  thus  : 

Nagel  :  Half  the  5  lots  of  1677 38  a.  0  q.  Or. 

"     No.  24  of  1691 24  **  2  **  0  *' 

**     100  acres 50  **  0  »*  0  '* 

2d  Div.,  No.  1? 19''  0**  39'' 

8d     *'        "     10 8"  3"  11" 

On  Jochem  Pieters  Flat 11  "  0  "  0  " 

151  a.  2  q.  10  r. 
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Dtckmak  :  Half  the  5  lots  of  1677  88  a.  0  q.  Or. 

**    No.    24    of     1691. 24**2**  0** 

**    100      acres 50**0**  0** 

**   No.  17    Last    Division 8  **  0  **  0** 


120  a.  2  q.   0  r. 


Gerrit  Dyckman  was  constable  in  1710-11.  He  d.  in  1729, 
his  property  being  held  by  his  wid.  till  1748,  when  her  son  Jan 
Dykman,  who  dropped  the  c  from  his  name,  came  in  possession. 
Twenty  years  previous  he  had  m.  a  dr.  of  Abraham  Myer,  Ist. 
He  was  constable  in  1734-5,  was  chosen.  May  10,  1744,  with 
Jacob  Myer  and  Benj.  Benson,  to  sell  certain  remnants  of  com- 
mon land,  and  in  1753  was  acting  as  an  elder.  Dykman  sold 
lots  Nos.  20,  21,  1st  Diy.,  to  Lawrence  Low,  and  bought  instead 
No.  19,  1st  Div.,  from  the  heirs  of  Joh.  Waldron.  But  on  Nov. 
13,  1767,  he  sold  to  John  Watkins  his  farm,  with  its  several  ap- 
pendages, including,  on  the  north  side,  lot  No.  15,  22  a.,  the 
Lawrence  Low  homestead,  which  he  had  lately  purchased  of 
John  Low.  John  Dykman  d.  five  yrs.  before  the  Bevolution, 
and  on  Oct.  8,  1770,  his  sons-in-law  Benson  and  Myer  were  ap- 

Eointed  his  administrators.  His  residence,  a  substantial  stone 
ouse,  built  by  him  or  his  fa.,  is  yet  standing  on  Eingsbridge 
road,  west  side,  comer  of  152d  Street.  Of  his  drs.,  Bebecca  m. 
Samson,  or  Samuel  Benson,  and  Eve  m.  John  Myer,  fa.  of 
Jacob,  and  gd-fa.  of  the  late  Peter  Myer,  etc.  Jaeoo  Dykman, 
younger  t)r. of  John,  was  constable  of  H.  in  1739-40,  and  1741-2. 
He  In.  Bebecca,  dr.  of  Isaac  Vermilye,  of  Yonkers,  and,  I  be- 
lieve, lived  in  that  vicinity. 

Jacob  Dyckman,  b.  1692,  and  from  whom  the  late  Isaac  of 
Kingsbrid^e  was  desc,  m.,  in  1716,  Jannetie,  b.  1693,  dr.  of  Jan 
and  Gerritie  Kiersen.  He  and  Nagel,  joint  owners  of  all  the 
lands  from  Sherman's  Creek  to  Eingsbridge,  passed  deeds  May 
15,  1729,  for  their  homesteads,  then  computed  at  38  a.  each  ; 
ppted  by  the  creek  at  211th  Street  (where  on  either  side  near 
Harlem  Biver  stood  their  respective  dwellings),  and  a  line  run- 
ning westerly,  in  the  direction  of  said  street,  to  12th  Avenue. 
The  Dyckman  tract  so  conveyed  was  limited  south  by  the  Eings- 
bridge Road,  which  then  deviated  from  its  present  course  at 
204tTi  (say  Inwood)  Street,  and  ran  nearly  straight  to  the  foot  of 
208th  Street,  at  Harlem  Biver ;  then  for  some  distance  north- 
ward followed  the  shore.  On  June  9,  1744,  Dyckman  and  Nagel 
completed  the  division  of  their  lands,  passing  deeds.  Dyckman 
took  the  16  a.  at  the  extreme  end  of  the  island  ;  Nagel  the  next 
38  a.  which  came  down  to  his  homestead  farm,  also  estimated 
at  38  a.,  and  which  Nagel  now  transferred  to  Dyckman,  though 
he  or  his  sons  subsequently  bought  it  back.  The  highlands  next 
the  Hudson,  from  Tubby  Hook  upward,  which  had  been  set  off 
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by  a  line  run  from  the  little  Sand  Bay^  north  59  degrees  east,  to 
the  Spuyten  Duy vel  Creek,  and  surveyed  into  six  lots  singularly 
corresponding  in  contents  to  the  parcels  before  disposed  of  on 
Jochem  Pieters'  and  Montanye's  Flats,  were  also  divided  on  the 
above  date. 

Jacob  Dyckman  took  part  with  others,  in  1758,  in  building  a 
free  bridge  over  Harlem  River.  By  a  letter  from  him  to  Sir 
William  Johnson,  the  Indian  Agent  on  the  Mohawk,  dated  Mar. 
22,  1765  (see  Doc.  Hist.  N.  JT.,  ii.  816),  it  appears  he  gave  at- 
tention to  raising  choice  fruit  trees,  and  farm  stock  ''of  the 
right  old  England  breed.*'  He  lived  to  a  good  age,  his  will  be- 
ing dated  Aug.  10,  1767,  and  admitted  to  probate  June  16,  1774. 
His  sons  were,  Johrhy  who  d.  y.  ;  Jacob  and  William  ;  and  drs. 
Magdalena,  m.  Evert  Bruvn  ;  Oerritie,  called  Charity,  m.  John 
Vermilye  ;  Rebecca,  m.  Abraham  Odell,  and  Maraarety  who  m. 
Jonathan  Odell ;  the  husbs.  all  residents  of  Westchester  Co. 

Jacob  Dychnany  Jr.^  a  person  of  some  prominence  in  the 
town,  m.  ab.  1742,  Catalina,  dr.  of  Samson  Benson,  and  at  first 
lived  near  his  fa.,  at  Spuyten  Duy  vel.  In  1748  he  and  his  br.- 
in-law  Adolph  Benson  bought  from  George  Dyckman  20  a.  of 
land  adjoining  the  highway,  in  the  rear  of  the  Benson  Point 
farm,  which  they  divided  ;  and  here  Dyckman  kept  a  public- 
house  for  about  ten  yrs.,  till  he  sold  his  place  to  Mrs.  McGown 
(see  p.  490,  and  note,  p.  506j,  and  returned  to  Spuyten  Duyvel. 
It  was  here  that  the  Colonial  Assembly  met  in  1752,  from  Oct 
24  to  Nov.  11 ;  the  Governor  and  Council  while  in  attendance 
staying  at  the  neighboring  house  of  Benj.  Benson,  which  stood 
where  is  now  the  residence  of  S.  Benson  McGown,  Esq.  Jacob 
Dyckman  obtained  from  his  fa.  the  16  a.  lying  next  to  Kings- 
bridge,  and  from  Kfagel  14  acres  adjoining,  giving  him  30  a.  ; 
whereon  he  built  the  tavern  since  kept  up,  which,  on  account 
of  the'' free  bridge,  became  popular,  but  not  a  financial  success 
for  Dyckman,  who  becoming  insolvent  made  an  assignment. 
His  farm,  then  occupied  'by  his  son  Samson,  was  advertised 
and  sold  at  the  Merchants'  Coffee  House,  Sept.  30,  1772  (deed 
given  Feb.  11,  1773),  the  purchaser  being  a  N.  Y.  innkeeper, 
Caleb  Hyatt,  whose  son  Jacob  Hyatt  owned  it  after  him.  See 
note,  p.  388. 

Jacob  Dyckman's  chn.  were,  1.  Jacob,  the  fa.  of  Jacob  and 
John  ;  2.  Samson,  m.,  1770,  Rebecca,  dr.  of  Isaac  Odell,  was 
in  public  service  in  the  Revolution,  and  had  drs.  Hannah  and 
Catharine,  the  last  m.  to  Mathias  Valentine  ;  3.  Benjamin,  post- 
rider,  m.  Martha,  dr.  of  Jacob  Lent,  and  had  William,  John, 
Samson,  and  Jane  ;  4.  Jacobus,  m.  Margaret,  dr.  of  Martin 
Post,  and  had  Martin,  Samson,  Benjamin,  Staats-Morris,  Catha- 
rine, m.  Pell  C.  Vought,  Martha-Maria,  m.  Isaac  Mandeville, 
and  Elmira,  who  m.  Louis  Levines ;  5.  John,  m.  Aletta  Goet- 
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chiuB,  and  had  Samson  and  Rachel- Goetch ins ;  6.  Garret,  m. 
Joanna,  dr.  xA  Jonathan  Odell,  and  d.  May  7,  1816,  se.  60  jrrs., 
being  fa.  of  William  N.,  lawyer,  and  Jacob  G.  Byckman  ;  7. 
William-Narfe,  m.  Rebecca,  dr.  of  Jonathan  Odell,  and  was  fa. 
of  Samson,  Jonathan,  William,  Catalina,  Maria,  and  Rebecca  ; 
8.  Maria,  who  m.,  1771,  John  Clark ;  9.  Jane,  who  m.,  1777, 
John  Vredenburgh  ;  and  10.  Catalina,  who  m.  Daniel  Hale., 
Staats  Morris  Dyckman,  esteemed  for  his  benevolence  and  cul- 
tivated manners,  m.  Eliza  Come,  a  gd.-dr.  of  Capt.  Peter  Corne. 
He  d.  Aug.  14,  1806,  ».  51  vrs.,  leaving  a  son,  Peter  C.  Dyck- 
man (fa.  of  Mrs.  Col.  John  r.  Cruger),  and  a  dr.,  Susan  Matilda, 
the  late  Mrs.  Wheaton. 

William  Dyckman,  son  of  Jacob,  and  gd.-son  of  Jan  Dyck- 
man, was  b.  Aug.  23,  1725,  and  m.  Mary,  dr.  of  Michael  Tour- 
neur.  She  was  b.  Feb.  4,  1728.  William  Bucceeded  to  the 
homestead  at  Sherman's  Creek,  occupying  the  old  residence 
which  stood  on  2l0th  Street,  near  Harlem  River.  In  the  times 
which  tried  men's  souls,  the  patriotic  Dyckman  and  his  family 
warmly  espoused  the  cause  of  their  country,  and  upon  the  inva- 
sion by  the  British  army  left  their  home  for  a  seven  years'  ex- 
ile. The  sons,  very  active  during  the  war  in  aiding  the  Ameri- 
can operations,  immortalized  themselves  as  the  *'  Westchester 
Guides."  The  survivors  returned  at  the  jjeace,  and  their  dwell- 
ing having  been  burnt  by  the  enemy,  built  another  on  a  new 
site,  where  it  yet  remains  on  Kingsbridge  Road,  west  side, 
between  208th  and  209th  streets,  or  more  properly  a  little  north 
of  Hawthorne  Street.  Here  William  Dyckman  closed  his  life 
Aug.  10,  1787,  and  his  wid.  Feb.  14,  1802.  Their  chn.  were. 
Jacobus,  b.  Sept.  18,  1748 ;  Mary,  b.  June  2,  1752,  m.  Jacob 
Vermilye ;  Abraham,  b.  Aug.  2b,  1754 ;  Michael,  b.  Aug.  9, 
1756  ;  Jane,  b.  June  26,  1759,  who  d.  March  24,  1772  ;  Wil- 
liam, b.  Dec.  9,  1762  ;  John,  b.  July  28,  1764,  who  d.  April  15, 
1774 ;  Jemima,  b.  Feb.  25,  1765,  who  m.  Evert  Brown  ;  and 
Charity,  b.  May  18,  1770,  who  m.  Benjamin  Lent.  Of  these, 
Abraham,  unm.,  was  one  of  the  Guides,  and  was  killed  in  that 
service,  March  4,  1782.  Michael,  similarly  distinguished,  m. 
Sarah  Oakley,  and  d.  in  Jan.,  1808,  having  had  drs.  Sarah  and 
Maria.  William,  after  the  war,  m.  Mary,  dr.  of  Martin  Post, 
before  named,  eminent  as  a  Guide,  in  which  service  William, 
though  but  a  youth,  had  done  himself  credit.  He  removed  to 
Western  N.  x.,  where  he  d.  some  years  ago.  He  had  sons  Wil- 
liam, now  i,,  and  Evert,  residing  in  Michi^n. 

Jacobus  Dvckman,  eldest  br.,  m.,  1773,  Hannah  Brown,  and 
became  chief  owner  of  the  Kingsbridge  estate,  to  which  he  add- 
ed the  Courtright  farm  (see  note,  p.  297),  and  several  lots  in 
3d  Div.  He  was  a  memb.  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  in 
1821,  and  alderman  in  1822.     He  d.  in  his  84th  yr.,  Aug.  20, 
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1832,  having  had  nine  chn.  that  reached  maturity,  viz.,  Wil- 
liam, Frederick,  Abraham,  Jacob,  James,  Isaac,  Michael,  Maria, 
and  Hannah,  who  m.  Caleb  Smith.-  Of  these  Jacob,  a  phy- 
sician, at  one  time  health-commissioner  of  N.  Y.,  d.  Dec.  8, 
1822,  8B.  34  yrs.  Abraham  m.  Margaret,  dr.  of  Isaac  Vermilye, 
and  d.  Apl.  26,  1815,  ae.  33  yrs.,  leaving  issue  Jane-Odell,  Jonn 
Honeywell,  and  Isaac  Vermilye  Dyckman.  Isaac  and  Michael, 
then  the  only  surviving  sons,  took  all  the  real  estate  under  their 
father's  will,  and  of  which,  on  the  d.  of  Michael  in  1854,  Isaac 
became  sole  owner.  The  latter  dying  nnm.,  Jan.  6,  1868,  his 
nephew,  James  F.  D.  Smith,  was  made  his  principal  heir,  and 
took  the  name  of  Isaac  Michael  Dyckman,  but  is  since  dec. 


KIERSEN. 

Jak  Eiersen  claims  a  notice  among  the  patentees  as  the  di- 
rect successor  of  William  Haldron.  He  chose  to  write  his  name 
Ciersen,  a  departure  neither  warranted  by  the  derivative  word 
nor  followed  by  Kiersen's  chn.,  for  which  reasons  we  adopt  the 
usual  spelling  of  the  records.  He  was  the  son  of  Eier  Wolters 
(see  note,  p.  294),  and  was  b.  at  Arnhout,  in  Drenthe.  In  1685, 
at  about  30  yrs.  of  age,  he  m.  Gerritie,  dr.  of  Capt.  Jan  van 
Dalsen.  She  was  b.  in  New  England.  The  next  year  Eiersen 
and  his  fa. -in-law  obtained  from  the  town  a  lease  of  part  of  the 
Great  Maize  Land,  on  Jochem  Pieters  Hills  (Harlem  Heights, 
below  Fort  Washington),  for  a  term  of  12  years.  See  p.  459.  But 
the  lands  there  being  laid  out  and  allottea  to  the  inhabitants  in 
1691,  Eiersen,  on  July 2, 1694, bought"  for  1000 gl.  in  money," 
the  lots,  Nos.  16  and  18,  from  Thomas  Tourneur,  as  purchased 
by  him  from  Holmes  and  Waldron,  the  original  drawers.  In 
March,  1696,  Eiersen  obtained  the  signatures  of  **  every  inhab- 
itant of  the  town''  to  a  paper  granting  him  **  a  half  morgen  of 
land  from  the  common  woods,  lying  at  the  south-east  hook  of  the 
land  that  Samuel  Waldron  has  arawn  out  of  the  common  woods, 
which  half  morgen  of  land  he  may  build  upon,  thereon  setting 
a  house,  bam  and  garden,  for  which  he  promises  to  let  lie  a 
moreen  of  land  upon  the  north-east  hook  of  the  aforesaid  lot ; 
leaving  a  suitable  road  or  Eing's  way  betwixt  his  house  and  the 
lot  of  Samuel  Waldron.''  Eiersen  built  his  house,  etc.,  and  on 
March  7,  1700,  the  town  oflBcers  gave  him  a  deed.  This  was 
the  first  settlement  on  the  well-known  Jumel  homestead,  and 
we  believe  the  first  spot  permanently  occupied  on  these  heists. 
Eiersen,  by  purchasing  the  lands  and  patentee  rights  of  Wil- 
liam Haldron,  deceased,  came  to  own  the  lot  lying  between  his 
two,  west  of  the  road,  and  which  lot  (No.  17)  Henry  Haldron, 
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eldest  son  of  William,  released  to  Kiersen  Nov.  7,  1701.*  A 
resurvey  of  that  tract  in  1712  nnited  those  three  in  one  lot  as 
No.  18,  and  it  was  subsequently  called  40  a.  Kiersen  sold  Hal- 
dron's  smithshop  lot  to  Samuel  Waldron,  as  it  joined  southerly 
on  Waldron's  meadows,  but  reserved  the  erfy  on  which  he  drew 
land  in  1712.  When  those  drafts  were  made,  Kiersen  enlarged 
his  half  morgen  or  house  lot  east  of  the  road  to  8  a.,  but  from 
whom  he  got  it  is  not  a  matter  of  positivfe  record.  To  this^  in 
1720,  he  added  an  adjoining  4  a.,  bein^  a  remnant  left  after 
the  Ist  Div.  was  laid  out.  He  afterward  got  the  Vermilve  lot, 
No.  6,  2d  Div.,  which  joined  his  homestead  on  the  north,  and 
which  gave  him  20  a.  east  of  the  road.  For  his  drafts  in 
1712,  etc.,  see  note,  p.  333,  and  App.  J. 

Kiersen  joined  the  chh.  in  1682,  and  later  served  as  deacon. 
He  was  also  town  collector  and  constable,  and  was  a  party,  in 
1738,  to  the  Mill  Camp  grant.  When  he  d.  does  not  appear. 
His  90  a.  (upland)  stand  in  the  tax  lists  in  the  name  of  '*  Jan 
Kiersen,''  down  to  1753,  but  we  might  conclude  that  John 
senior  was  not  living  at  so  late  a  date,  and  that  his  son  John,  b. 
1690,  had  succeeded  him.     Yet,  if  we  mistake  not,  we  find  the 

*  William  Haldron,  referred  to  p.  333,  etc.,  first  comes  to  notice  in  1685, 
as  the  owner  of  a  house  and  lot  (erf),  by  virtue  of  which  he  was  numbered 
with  the  patentees.  By  a  clerical  error,  as  we  must  regard  it,  his  name  is 
entered  in  the  official  record  of  the  Dongan  Patent  as  W^aldron ;  but  for- 
tunately contemporary  records  remove  all  doubt  of  Haldron's  identity  as  the 
patentee.  Being  a  blacksmith,  he  made  most  of  the  iron-work  for  the  chh. 
built  io  1686,  but  the  next  year  he  was  unfortunately  drowned  in  the  river, 
on  or  about  Dec.  7,  1687,  date  of  the  coroner's  inquest.  His  wid.  survived 
him  but  a  short  time,  for  in  April,  1690,  the  town  court  ordered  "  that  the 
property  found  in  the  house  where  William  Haldron's  widow  died,  according 
to  the  inventory  ;  and  also  the  smithshop,  shall  be  given  over  to  the  deaconry 
of"  New  Harlem,  and  to  Johannes  Verrailye."  On  June  i,  1693,  Zacharias 
Sickels,  a  smith  from  Albany,  was  put  in  possession  as  tenant  of  the 
*'  house,  with  smithshop  and  garden'  (smith  tools  included),  by  the  dea- 
cons, who  on  Apl.  18,  1694,  gave  him  a  formal  lease  for  3  yrs.  from  the 
date  of  occupancy.  We  find  the  following,  written  in  English,  signed  and 
dated  Apl.  17,  1696  :  **  I,  Henry  Haldron,  son  of  William  Haldron,  de- 
ceased, do  hereby  acquit  and  discharge  the  Overseers  and  Poormasters  of 
Harlem',  and  bv  these  presents  do  give  them  full  power  to  sell  and  dispose 
of  all  the  goods  and  movables  that  did  belong  to  my  father,  William  Hal- 
dron, deceased."  It  was  soon  after  this  that  Jan  Kiersen  bought  the  Hal- 
dron property,  in  which  was  included  lot  No.  17,  on  Jochem  Pieters  Hills, 
set  off  to  Haldron's  erf  right  in  1691. 

Haldron's  chn.,  so  far  as  known,  were  Henry,  John,  and  Anna,  who  m., 
1705,  John  Allen,  of  Milford,  and,  in  1720,  Thomas  Cox,  of  Boston.  Of 
Henry  we  have  no  further  account  than  is  here  given.  John  Haldron,  b.  at 
H..  m.,  May  18, 1707,  Cornelia,  dr.  of  Dr.  Lucas  van  Tienhoven,  and  wid. 
of  Andries  Hoist.  She  was  b.  in  1678.  About  1712  they  removed  to  Tap- 
pan,  on  the  Hudson,  where  their  desc.  became. quite  numerous.  Their  chn. 
were  Wiliiam,  b.  1708,  Elizabeth^  1709,  Lucas,  1711,  Elsie^  1713,  Sarah,  1716, 
John,  1 719,  Cornelius,  1721.  William  m.  and  had  9  chn.,  whose  birthb  are 
recorded.    John  and  Cornelius  also  had  families. 
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peculiar  signature  of  John  senior  to  a  town  document  of  Mar. 
^8,  1749.  If  his,  he  lived  to  a  great  age.  His  chn.  were  John, 
Abraham,  and  Jannetie,  who  m.  Jacob  Dyckman,  of  Kin^- 
bridge.  John  and  Abraham,  on  Apl.  23,  1756,  join  in  selling 
part  of  their  salt  meadow,  at  Eingsbridge,  which  the  elder  John 
bought  of  Joh.  Waldron,  Jan.  16,  1703. 

The  names  of  the  two  sons  appear  upon  the  roll  of 
Capt.  Stuyvesant's  company  in  1738;  but  devoted  to  hus- 
bandry, their  quiet,  unobtrusive  lives  seldom  bring  them 
into  notice.  Jonn,  especially,  is  rarely  named  otherwise  than 
herein  stated,  nor  is  there  any  intimation  that  he  left  desc. 
Ilis  br.  Abraham,  b.  1695,  was  constable  in  1728,  and 
probably  had  no  family.  He  acts  alone  with  the  freehold- 
ers in  signing  deeds,  etc.,  in  1747  and  1753,  neither  his  fa.  nor 
br.  being  named.  It  would  seem  that  his  sr.,  with  her  hus.  and 
chn.,  had  either  purchased,  or  been  empowered  to  sell  (perhaps 
by  the  will  of  John  senior),  the  Kiersen  property  in  H.,  because 
these  join  in  a  deed,  Jan.  29,  1763,  conveying  said  lands  to 
James  Carroll,  of  N.  Y.,  for  £1000.  Abraham  Kiersen  is  named 
therein  as  a  grantor,  but  does  not  subscribe.  A  clause  in  Jacob 
Dyckman's  will  of  Auff.  10,  1767,  devising  a  share  of  his  prop- 
erty to  John  and  Abranam  Eere,  and  directing  that  they  ''  be 
supported  as  I  have  done,"  shows  a  state  of  dependency  in 
their  old  age,  whatever  else  it  may  imply.  With  their  dec.,  the 
name  disappears  here,  though  probablv  perpetuated  in  the 
Westchester  branch.  From  Carroll  the  Eersen  property 
passed  t^  Col.  Roger  Morris,  whose  stately  mansion,  better  known 
as  the  Jumel  house,  still  remains,  being  owned  and  occupied  by 
Mr.  Nelson  Chase. 


KORTRIGHT. 

CoRNELis  Jansbn,  with  whom  the  preceding  pages  have 
made  us  acquainted,  will  be  further  named  only  as  introductory 
to  a  notice  of  his  desc.,  who  composed  the  principal  part  of  the 
late  Kortright  family  of  H.  Bom  in  1645,  at  Beest,  in  Gelder- 
land,  he  came  out  with  his  fa.,Jan  Bastiaensen,  in  1663  (see  pp.^ 
74,  106,  227,  and  note,  p.  288),  and  in  1665  m.  Metje,  dr.  of  Bas^ 
tiaen  Elyessen,  and  wid.  of  Claes  Teunisz  van  Appeldom  ;  a 
lady  who,  after  Jansen's  early  d.  in  1689,  proved  her  ability  both 
to  mantle  his  business  and  enliance  his  estate,  the  use  of  which, 
under  his  will  dated  Feb.  25,  of  said  year  (but  not  proved  till 
Mar.  18,  1706),  she  was  to  enjoy  till  her  d.  or  re-m.  Hav- 
ing been  a  trooper,  he  gave  his  eldest  son  Johannes  "  the  best 
horse,  and  the  best  saddle,  and  the  best  boots,  and  the  best  pis- 
tols, and  holsters,  and  carbine  and  cutlass."    He  also  left  him. 
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o\:er  and  above  his  share  of  the  estate,  ^'  the  lot  of  land  at 
Jochem  Pieters,  to  wit,  the  lot  by  the  great  gate/'  This  was 
No.  3  of  the  old  lots  (afterward  Sickels'),  and  the  gate  must 
have  stood  at  the  upper  comer  of  the  Church  Farln,  where  the 
road  going  north  to  Myer's  narrowed  from  4^  to  3  rods,  as  finally 
fixed  by  vote  of  the  town  in  1744.  Cornells  Jansen  left  four 
chn.,  at  first  called  Cornelissen,  viz.,  Johannes,  Laurens,  Aefie, 
who  m.,  in  1688,  Jonas  Lewis,  an  Englishman,  and,  in  1698, 
Marcus  Tiebaut,  and  Annetie,  who  m.  Adrian  Quackenbos.* 

The  wid.,  from  her  hus.,  is  usually  called  .Met je  Cornells,  once 
Metje  Jansen,  and  sometimes,  from  her  fa.,  Metje  Bastiaens. 
As  the  lists  show,  she  drew  largely  of  the  common  lands  in  the 
several  divisions  ;  but  survived  those  of  1712  only  a  short  time. 
Under  that  of  1691  she  obtained  an  annex  to  the  farm  on  Mon- 
tanye's  Flat ;  in  the  deed  dated  Mar.  21,  1701,  "  bounded  by  a 
line  leading  from  the  southwest  corner  of  the  kitchen  as  the 
fence  runs,  to  a  small  brook,  and  along  the  brook  till  it  mee^ts 
with  the  patent  line  of  Harlem,  thence  along  said  line  northerly 
till  it  meets  with  the  old  lots  of  Cornelis  Kortright,  deceased.^ 
In  1715  her  family  held  246  a.,  of  which  Laurens  Cornelissen' 
held  exclusively  77  ;  and  he  and  the  other  heirs  jointly  169,  which, 
from  1715  to  1726,  stood  in  the  name  of  **  Metje  Cornelis'  heirs.  '* 
Laurens'  77  a.  included  30  a.,  sold  by  him  the  same  year,  and 
since  in  the  Race  Course  Farm  (see  p.  487),  with  No.  1,  2d  Div., 
and  half  of  No.  l*!,  3d  Div.,  both  which  finally  passed  to  the 
Nutters.  In  the  169  a.  was  the  farm  on  Montanye's  Flat  (since 
Nutter's),  rated  as  36  a.,  the  adjoining  Toumeur  farm  (later 
of  Peter  Bussing),  36  a..  No.  10,  Jochem  Pieters  Flat,  No.  16, 
Van  Keulen's  Hook,  No.  6  New  Lots,  No.  10  of  1691,  No.  5, 
1st  Div.,  and  ^  of  No.  17,  3d  Div.  Widow  Tiebaut  and  her  son 
John  Lewis,  in  1715,  held  each  13^  a.  in  the  4  Divs.  ;  the  widow^s 
lots  reverting  the  same  year  to  John  van  Oblienis,  in  whose 
name  they  had  been  drawn. 

Johannes  Corn.  Kortright  was  b.  in  1673,  and  m.  in  1701, 
Wyntie,  dr.  of  Cornelis  Dyckman.  The  next  year  he  was  made 
constable.  He  d.  in  1711,  and  in  1717  his  wid.  became  the 
second  w.  of  Zacharias  Sickels.  Johannes  left  chn.,  Metje,  m. 
John  Bussing ;  Nicholas,  and  Jannetiey  who  m.  Johannes  Van 
Wyck.  NicholaSy  who  was  constable  of  the  town  in  1729,  and 
afterward  collector,m.,  in  1731,  Elizabeth,  dr.  of  Eide  van  Huyse, 

*  Adrian  Quackenbos,  or  Quackenbush,  was  b.  at  Albany,  and  probably 
the  br.  of  Wouter  (m.  Cornelia,  dr.  of  Jan  Louwe  Bogcrt),  a  son  of  Pieter 

Euackenbos,  brickmaker,  from  Oestgeest,  in  Holland,  the  common  anc. 
!e  Pearson.  Adrian  m.  Annetie  Kortright,  Aug.  22,  1701,  and  for  some 
yrs.  occupied  the  Kortright  lot,  No.  icon  Jochem  Pieters  Hills,  being 
part  of  the  Dr.  Samuel  Bradhurst  tract.  He  had  a  son,  Cornelius,  who  m. 
Cornelia  Delamater,  and  Metje.  who  m.  Resolved  Waldron,  afterward  of 
Haverstraw.     Cornelius  had  a  son  Adrian,  b.  1728. 
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of  Bloomingdale,  and  in  1739,  wid.  Elizabeth  Peltronff.  On 
the  d.  of  his  uncle  Laarens  in  1726,  the  Kortright  lands  were 
divided,  and  Nicholas  took  as  his  portion  101  a.^  viz.,  10  a. 
from  the  south  lot  of  the  Tourneur  farm.  No.  10,  of  1691,  40  a., 
No.  10,  Jochem  Pieters  Flat,  12  a..  No.  6,  1st  Div.,  and  \  of 
No.  17,  3d  Div.  The  middle  lot  of  the  Tourneur  farm  (on 
which  were  the  buildings),  and  2  a.  of  the  south  lot,  making  14 
a.,  were  set  off  for  the  use  of  his  mother,  Wyntie  Sickels.  In 
1729  he  bought  his  step-fa.,  Sickels'  lands,  No.  5,  Jochern 
Pieters  Plat,  2  a.  23  r.  of  16,  1st  Div.,  No.  12,  2d  Div.  and  a 
lot  on  Montanve  s  Flat,  in  all  42  a.  3  q^  19  r.  This  gave  him 
144  a.  In  1730  he  bought  Nos.  2  and  18,  2A  Div.,  from  M.  Benson, 
and  in  1739  succeed^  to  the  Tourneur  middle  plot,  14  a.  In 
1729  he  sold  No.  6,  New  Lots,  to  Isaac  Delamat^r ;  in  1731,  Nos. 
5,  10,  Jochem  Pieters  Flat,  and  No.  12,  2d  Div.,  to  Abraham 
Mver;  in  1733,  No.  5,  1st  Div.,  and  upper  6  a.  of  17,  3d  Div.  to 
Jon.  Benson  ;  in  1737,  No.  10  of  1691,  to  Lawrence  Low ;  in 
1740,  the  Sickels  lot  on  Montanye's  Flat  to  wid.  Grietie  Kort- 
right, and  the  remnant  of  his  lands,  being  the  2  southerly  Tour- 
neur lots,  and  Nos.  2,  8,  2d  Div.,  to  Abm.  Myer.  Kortright 
again,  in  1742,  bought  21  a.  of  land  inH.,  which  at  his  d.  passed 
to  John  Van  Zandt.  Ho  d.  Nov.  19,  1751.  He  had  sons  John, 
b.  1732,  and  Nicholas,  b.  1743.  His  dr.  Frances,  b.  1741,  m. 
John  Nocris,  peruke-maker.  Nicholas,  a  sail-maker,  owned 
property  in  N.  Y.,  where  he  lived,  was  a  vestryman  of  Trinity 
Church,  1787  to  1792.  His  w.  Elizabeth  d.  in  1789,  ».  46  yrs., 
and  he  in  1820.     He  had  chn.,  Nicholas,  James,  etc. 

Laurens  Corn.  Kortright,  from  whom  sprangthe  main  branch 
of  the  familjr  at  H.,  was  b.  here  in  1681.  On  Dec.  9,  1704,  his 
mo.  leased  him  for  4  jrrs.  the  farm  "  lying  on  the  flats  about 
New  Harlem,'*  and  also  "  the  lot  on  the  Maize  Land,"  or 
Jochem  Pieters  Hills.  He  m.,  in  1703,  Helena,  dr.  of  Capi 
Joh.  Benson,  and  in  or  ab.  1708,  Margaret,  dr.'  of  Arent  Bus- 
sing. Laurens  served  as  constable  in  1708-9.  He  succeeded  to 
the  homestead  on  Harlem  Lane  (since  Nutter's),  which  at  his  d. 
in  1726  fell  in  the  division  to  his  wid.  Grietie,  together  with 
the  upper  Tourneur  lot,  and  Nos.  19,  20  (the  last  got  in  1720), 
on  Van  Keulen's  Hook,  No.  1,  2d  Div.,  \  of  17,  3d  Div.,  and  aj 
a.  of  No.  6,  3d  Div.  bought  1726  from  John  Lewis.  In  1740 
she  bought  from  Nich.  Kortright  the  Sickels  lot  on  Montanye's 
Flat,  and  in  1747,  from  Simon  Johnson,  the  parcels  below 
Montanye*s  Flat,  and  being  part  of  No.  8,  1st  Div.,  and  mostly 
within  the  late  Valentine  Nutter  Farm.  These  lands  (except 
Nos.  19, 20,  V.  K.  Hook,  sold,  1730,  to  Derick  Benson)  descended 
to  her  surviving  sons  Aaron  and  Lawrence  Kortright.  Law- 
rence took  the  homestead  and  No.  1,  2d  Div.  ;  the  upper  Tour- 
neur lot  was  sold  to  Peter  Bussing,  and  the  adjoining  Sickels 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


KORTRIGHT  FAMILT.  517 

lot,  Feb.  9,  1755,  to  Benj.  Benson,  the  deed  also  covering  the 
next  lot,  whicli  Benson  mid  inherited  from  his  fa.,boiind^  by 
Vandewater's  gore  in  the  rear.  Laurens  Kortright's  chn. 
by  his  first  w.  were  Cornelius  and  JSlizabeth,  the  last  of  whom 
m.,  1753,  Gilbert  Garrison,  of  N.  Y^  ;  and  by  the  second  w., 
AaroHy  Lawrence,  Bve,  who  m.  Adolph  Benson,  Mattie,  who  m. 
Abraham  Myer,  and  Snsaniiahy  who  m.  Aaron  Myer.* 

Lawrence  Kortriqht,  last  of  the  name  to  hold  the  homestead, 
d.  in  1761,  unm.  He  had  devised  all  his  estate  to  one  Sarah  Gil- 
more,  wife  of  William  Nutter,  and  afterward,  on  Apl.  5,  1760, 
gave  her  a  deed  for  the  farm  (which  is  described,  from  the  old 
gronndbriefs,  as  in  four  contiguous  parcels)  and  two  woodland 
lots.  But  by  an.other  will,  of  Nov.  8  ensuing,  he  revokes,  to 
quote  his  words,  "a  pretended  last  will  and  testament  said  to 
have  been  made  by  me  in  favor  of  Sarah  Nutter,  which  last  will 
and  testament  (if  any  such  there  be),  and  also  certain  deeds  of 
lease  and  release  for  my  real  estate  (if  any  such  there  be),  pre- 
tended to  have  been  made  and  executed  by  me  to  her,  I  do  here- 
by, on  the  faith  of  a  christian,  declare  to  have  been  obtained 
from  me  by  fraud  and  circumvention,  and  without  any  valuable 
consideration  received  by  me  for  the  same.'*  Bv  this  second 
will  he  divides  his  property  among  his  kindred.  The  Kortright 
heirs  refusing  to  give  up  the  premises,  Valentine  Nutter,  only 
ch.  and  heir  of  Sarah,  brought  an  ejectment  suit  in  1771  ;  but 
after  "  divers  differences,  controversies,  and  disputes  about 
the  said  lands,"  a  compromise  was  made,  Aaron  Kortright 
and  his  co-heirs,  for  a  consideration,  releasing  their  claims, 
by  deeds  dated  Sept.  12,  1789,  and  Feb.  28,  1799.  Upon  get- 
ting possession,  Mr.  Nutter  erected  a  new  dwelling-house  and 
outbuildings  (see  p.  439)  ;  living  here  till  90  yrs.  oi  age  (1831), 
when  he  went  to  pass  his  remaining  days  with  his  gd-son, 
Gouvemeur  M.  Wilkins,  Esq.,  at  Westchester,  where  he  d.  in 
1836,  8B.  95  yrs. 

Aaron  Kortright  m.  Margaret,  dr.  of  John  Delamater.  He 
had  purchased.  Mar.  15,  1742,  the  Delamater  farm  on  Mon- 
tanye's  Flat,  and  accompanying  lands.  The  latter  embraced  all 
Isaac  Delamater's  draft  lots  of  1712,  and  Aeltie  Vermilye's,  of 

*  John  Lewis  was  b.  at  H.,  m.,  May  22,  1713,  Hester,  dr.  of  Jan  Dela- 
mater, and  the  next  fall  was  chosen  constable.  He  succeeded  to  the  allot- 
ment drawn  in  1712  by  Marcus  Tiebaut,  his  step-father,  from  the  common 
lands  ;  but  not  to  the  half-erf  and  three  morgen  on  which  it  was  drawn. 
His  house  lot  was  on  the  north  side  of  the  Church  Lane,  and  has  since 
formed  the  easterly  lot  of  the  Brady  plot.  See  Notes,  pp.  390,  442.  In  1740 
Lewis  sold  his  lot  in  ist  Division  to  Adolph  Myer,  and  in  1748  the  rest  of 
his  property  in  Harlem  to  Dr.  Josiah  Paterson.  It  included  two  house  lots 
(frrrn)  besides  that  he  occupied,  one  of  which  he  bought  of  Simon  Johnson, 
in  1747,  out  of  Pipon's  estate.  One  of  Lewis's  drs.,  Tanneke,  m.  Abraham 
Montanye,  and  another,  Ruth,  m.  John  Ewouts. 
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1691  and  1712,  except  No.  20,  1st  Div.  (see  App.  J.)  We  be- 
lieve  2  a.  of  No.  5,  V.  K.  Hook,  were  also  included.  Of  these 
Aaron  sold  No.  10,  Ist  Div.,  to  Adolph  Myer  in  1751  ;  part  of 
the  larffe  Molenaor  tract  He  sold  No.  5,  of  1691,  to  Jonathan 
Odell,  May  11,  1753,  since  of  Jacob  Schieffelin  ;  and  No.  6,  2d 
Div. , to  John  Kiersen.  He  recovered ,  by  purchase  from  Peter  Wal- 
dron,  the  lower  half  of  the  Delamater  farm,  which  together  now 
embraced  12  a.  east  of  the  Lane,  on  which  were  the  buildings,  and 
west  of  the  Lane,  40  a.  on  the  Flat,  and  19J  a.  (in  it  part  of 
No.  8,  1st  Div.)  on  the  heights.  In  1762  and  1765  Aaron  gave 
liens  on  some  of  the  lands  bought  of  Delamater  to  his  nephew 
Lawrence  Kortright,  of  N.  Y.,  merchant,  and  finally  the  two 
made  an  exchange,  Apl.  28,  1772,  Lawrence  taking  the  farm  and 
some  woodlands,  and  giving  Aaron  and  his  w.  a  deed  for  241  a. 
of  the  Wawayanda  patent,  in  Orange  Co. — to  go  after  their  d. 
to  their  sons  Lawrence,  John,  and  Aaron  Kortright — whither 
they  removed,  and  where  their  desc.  are  still  found. 

Cornelius  Kortright^  eldest  son  of  Laurens  ComelissQp,  was 
b.  in  1704,  m.  Hester,  dr.  of  John  Cannon,  of  N.  Y.,  and 
owned  propjerty  in  Queen  (now  Pearl)  Street,  where  he  carried 
on  the  baking  business.  He  was  assist,  aid.  of  Montgomery 
Ward,  1738-40.  His  two  slaves,  implicated  in  the  Negro  Plot 
in  1741,  were  transported  to  San  Domingo.  After  his  d.,  which 
happened  Apl.  15,  1745,  his  business  was  continued  by  his  wid. 
and  son  Cornelius.  He  had  six  chn.,  viz.  :  Lawrence,  b.  1728  ; 
John,  b.  1731  ;  Cornelius,  b.  1732  ;  Maria,  b.  1736,  m.  John 
Wilkinson  Hanson,  merchant ;  Helena,  b.  1739,  m.  Abraham 
Brasher, merchant ;  and  Elizabeth,  b.  1742,  whom.  Wm.  Rick- 
etts  Van  Cortlandt,  merchant.  Lawrence,  the  eldest  son,  also 
a  merchant,  became  wealthy  and  prominent.  In  the  old  French 
war  he  was  part  owner  of  several  privateers  fitted  out  at  N.  Y. 
against  the  enemy.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  in  1768.  He  had  a  large  interest  in  Tryon  Co. 
lands,  and  on  his  purchase  the  township  of  Kortright  was  settled. 
He  had  identified  himself  with  the  Episcopal  Chh.,  and  during 
the  Revolution  remained  quiet  at  his  residence,  192  Queen 
Street ;  but  his  sympathies  were  with  his  country.  In  1778, 
partly  on  his  surety.  Judge  Fell,  then  a  prisoner  in  the  Provost, 
obtained  his  release.  Before  his  death  he  conveyed  his  farm  at 
H.,  with  some  woodland,  to  his  only  son,  John.  Mr.  Kortright 
d.  in  1794.  By  his  w.  Hannah  Aspinwall,  whom  he  m.  May 
G,  1755,  beside  said  son  Capt.  John  Kortright,  he  had  four 
drs.,  viz.  :  Sarah,  m.,  in  1775,  Col.  John  Heyliger,  of  Santa 
Cruz  ;  Hester,  m.,  1790,  Nicholas  Gouverneur,  Esq.  ;  Elizabeth, 
m.,  1786,  Hon.  James  Monroe,  afterward  President  of  the  U.  S. ; 
and  Mary,  who  m.,  1793,  Thomas  Knox,  Esq.  Capt.  Kortright 
m.,  May  2,  1793,  Catharine,  dr.  of  Edmund  Seaman,  who,  after 
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his  d.  in  1810,  m.  Henry  B.  Livingston,  Esq.  His  faym  on  Har- 
lem Lane,  with  the  new  mansion  built  west  of  the  Lane,  de- 
scended to  his  chn.,  who  were  John  L.,  Edmund,  Robert,  aad 
Nicholas  G.  Kortright ;  Eliza,  m.  Nicholas  Cruger,  and  Hes- 
ter-Mary, who  m.  Billop  B.  Seaman. 


LOW. 

Laurens  Jansen,  b.  in  Holland  in  1651,  and  anc.  of  the  Low 
family  of  H.,  was  the  youngest  son  oi  Jan  Bastiaensen,  whose 
two  elder  sons  bore  the  name  of  Kortright.  For  notices  of  their 
emigration  see  pp.  74,  106,  237,  288  ;  other  references  to  Lau- 
rens after  he  established  himself  at  H.  may  be  found  in  subse- 
quent pages.  His  share  of  the  De  Meyer  lands,  bought  jointly 
with  his  br.  Comelis,  laid  the  foundation  for  the  ample  estate 
he  acquired  here  ;  but  which,  with  his  gd-sons,  passed  out  of 
the  name.  His  election  as  an  overseer,  in  1677,  and  repeatedly 
afterward,  and  the  other  responsible  duties  intrusted  to  him", 
evince  the  respect  in  which  he  was  held.  In  the  division  of  the 
Do  Mever  lands,  Laurens  took  lot  No.  2  on  Jochem  Pieters 
Flat,  No.  6  on  Van  Keulen's  Hook,  the  two  north  gardens,  or 
orchard,  and  the  two  erveiiy  on  one  of  which  the  new  chh.  was 
built  in  1686.  To  said  Lot  6,  on  which  4ie  afterward  built,  he 
added  the  lower  half  of  No.  5  (rated  nt  2  morgen)^  by  purchase 
from  Pauliis  Richard,  Nov.  17,  1677.  See  note,  p.  370.  lie 
drew  61  a.  in  the  several  divisions,  for  which  see  App.  J.  Prior 
to  1715  he  sold  No.  4,  2d  Div.,  to  Joh.  Benson,  and  conveyed 
the  orchard  to  Peter  van  Oblienis,  the  last  the  plot  which  passed 
to  Peter  Waldron,  and  since  owned  bjr  James  Chesterman,  who 
built  thereon  the  Chesterman  house  still  standing.  Laurens  m.. 
in  1672,  Mary,  dr.  of  Albert  Heymans  Roosa,  of  Esopus.  S3o 
p.  436.  On  *Apl.  13,  1706,  she  and  Laurens  joined  in  the  sale 
of  her  father's  estate  to  her  br.  Arien  Roosa.  Laurens  Jansen 
d.  in  1727.  His  chn.  were  Annetie,  b.  1674,  who  m.  Gysbert 
Bogert ;  Albert,  b.  1676  ;  Wyntie,  b.  1679  ;  Neeltie,  b.  1682, 
who  m.  Conrad  Lamberts  ;  John,  b.  1685  ;  Gysbert,  b.  1687  ; 
Belitie,  b.  1693,  and  Lawrence,  b.  1698.  Of  Gysbert  we  know 
nothing  further.  The  other  sons  took  the  name  of  Low,  Al- 
bert m.,  in  1702,  Susannah,  dr.  of  John  Delamater,  and  with 
his  br.  John  removed  to  Somerset  Co.,  N.  J.  Having  served 
as  a  deacon  at  Raritan,  Albert  d.  in  1739,  leaving  his  farm  to 
liis  sons  Abraham  and  Corveliics.  His  dr.  Jfari/  m.  Pettinger. 
John  Low  m.  in  1707,  Jannetie  Corssen,  and  in  1721  was  a  dea- 
con at  North  Branch. 

Lawrence  Low,  m.,  on  June  12, 1725,  Jannetie,  dr.  of  Marinns 
Eoelofs  van  Vleckeren  (whence  Flackra  and  Flack),  of  Bloom- 
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ingdale.  He  succeeded  to  his  fa/s  lands  at  H.,  as  we  have  de* 
scribed  them,  and  which  his  br.  Albert,  as  heir-at-law,  released 
to  him  Dec.  8,  1731.  On  May  22, 1732,  he  sold  to  wid.  Maria 
Myer  his  lot  and  a  half  (now  called  9  a.),  on  Van  Eeulen's 
Hook,  and  bnilt  upon  his  Lot  15  of  1691,  on  the  Heights,  where  < 
he  was  living  May  9,  1738,  when  he  and  his  w.  conveyed  Lot 
No.  2,  Jochem  rioters  Flat,  to  Isaac  Myer.  Low  also  made 
several  considerable  purchases ;  in  1737  he  bouffht  Lot  No.  10 
of  the  division  of  1691,  to  which  in  1747  he  added  the  ujiper 
half  of  the  adjoining  Lot  9,  laid  oat  to  Delavall,  and  called 
''  the  33  inorgen  lot^'  (this  half,  with  No.  10,  forming  tJ»e  tract 
since  of  Samuel  Bradhurst)  ;  and  also  half  of  Delavall's  No.  9, 
4th  Div.  Low  made  his  will  Nov.  25,  1754,  which  was  proved 
Nov.  4,  1755,  and  by  which  his  wid.  was  to  enjoy  his  estate  dur- 
ing her  life.  Buttenjears  before  her  d.,  which  happened  in 
1772,  in  her  70th  yr.,  her  two  sons  made  a  formal  division  of  the 
property,  and  sold  some  of  it,  whence  it  would  appear  that  they 
nad  acquired  the  interests  of  their  mo.  and  sr.  Tnechn.  of  Law- 
rence Low  were  Dinahs  Marinus,  and  John.  The  first,  b.  1730, 
m.  Jacobus  Tourneur,  of  Haverstraw. 

On  the  division  of  the  lands  by  Marinus  and  John,  Feb.  2, 
1762,  embracing,  as  at  their  fa.'s  d.,  149  a.,  Marinus  took  the 
73  a.  in  Lots  9  and  10  of  1691,  with  No.  18,  1st  Div.,  and  Xo. 
5,  3d  Div.  He  conveyed  to  John  No.  15  of  1691,  being  the 
homestead,  Nos.  20  and  21,  1st  Div.,  and  No.  11  and  ^  of  9,  4th 
Div.  Marinus  Low,  b.  1734,  m.,  in  1754,  Deborah,  dr.  of  John 
Oblinus.  Having  ^ven  sundrv  mortgages  on  his  lands,  he  sold 
out,  in  1766,  to  John  Maunsell,  Esq.,  afterward  Lieut. -General 
in  the  British  army.  His  br.,  John  Low,  m.,  in  1765,  Bridget, 
dr.  of  Adolph  Myer.  He  added  considerably  to  his  lands  ;  in- 
cluding No.  4,  2d  Div,,  17  a.,  originally  of  his  ffd-fa.  Low,  and 
which  nad  passed  from  the  Bensons  to  Joh.  Myer.  He  also 
bought  No.  1,  2d  Div.,  41  a.,  and  No.  16,  Last  Div.,  31  a.  But 
he,  too,  sold  out,  in  and  between  the  vrs.  1762  and  1767 ;  his 
No.  11,  4th  Div.,  to  Jacob  Dvckman,  Lot  15  of  1691  to  John 
Dykman,  No.  1,  2d  Div.,  to  Benj.  Waldron,  Sen.,  and  Nos.  20, 
21,  1st  Div.,  No.  4,  2d  Div.,  i  of  9,  4th  Div.,  and  No.  16,  Last 
Div.,  to  John  Watkins.     Thus  within  a  few  yrs.-  after  getting 

fiossession,  the  brs.  Low  had  disposed  of  all  their  lands  here, 
n  1776  they  kept  a  public-house  at  Freshwater,  in  the  suburbs 
of  the  city.  This  familv  must  be  distinguished  from  another  of 
the  same  name,  to  which  it  bore  no  relationship,  that  of  Ulster 
Co.,  named  p.  203  ;  members  of  which  also  lived  in  N.  Y.  and 
N.  J.  It  is  indeed  difficult  to  separate  the  two  after  the  one  left 
Harlem,  and  in  regard  to  the  latter  family  we  should  welcome 
further  information. 
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MONTANYE. 

Abrah  de  La  Montanie,  —  he  so  wrote  his  name,  —  claims 
a  separate  notice  here  as  one  of  the  patentees  ;  though  repre- 
senting only  a  lesser  branch  of  this  nnmeroas  family,  of  which 
more  extended  notes  will  be  found  in  Appendix  B.  The  prefix 
De  Lay  adopted  by  all  the  sons  of  Dr.  Johannes  La  Montague, 
was  more  generally  retained,  i)erhaps,  bv  his  desc.  of  this 
branch,  than  of  any  other,  but  still  was  so  far  common  to  all  of 
the  name,  and  yet  so  generally  treated  as  of  doubtful  utility,  —  to 
be  used  or  omitted  at  pleasure,  —  that  it  becomes  a  very  unre- 
liable means  of  identity.     See  note,  p.  120. 

Abram  Delamontanie,  b.  in  1664,  and  but  eight  yrs.  of  a£^e 
when  his  fa.  John,  d.,  was  the  only  son  that  remained  at  H. 
He  was  bred  a  wearer,  and  afterward  gave  instruction  in  that 
handicraft  to  other  young  men  of  the  town.  He  m.  in  1689, 
Rebecca,  eldest  dr.  of  Theunis  Idens  van  Huyse,  of  Blooming- 
dale,  and  bv  the  d.  of  his  mo.  soon  after,  near  the  close  of  that 
yr.,  succeeaed  to  her  house  and  lot  in  the  village.  His  rights 
as  a  patentee  were  bjr  virtue  of  this  freehold  ;  and  upon  this  he 
drew,  in  1691,  lot  ho.  23,  five  morgen,  which  in  the  deed  given 
by  the  town  Mar.  21,  1701,  is  described  as  follows  : 

There  is  set  off  to  Abraham  de  La  Montanie,  (for  the  right  of  one  erf^) 
a  piece  of  land  lying  west  of  the  King's  way,  bounded  against  the  Har- 
lem limits  to  a  steep  rock  standing  in  the  run,  upon  it  four  rods  north- 
erly a  small  maple  tree  of  Metje  Comelis  ;  and  southerly  on  along  the 
King^s  way  to  a  run  where  the  King^s  way  passes  over. 

This  piece  of  land,  now  within  Central  Park,  lay  opposite  to 
and  below  the  old  McGown  place,  stretching  along  the  west  side 
of  the  roa4  from  99th  to  104th  Street,  or  thereabouts,  and  upon 
its  southern  end  afterward  stood  the  Black  Horse  Tavern,  of 
Revolutionary  notoriety.  The  west  side  of  this  grant  lay  in 
proximity  to  the  lands  of  his  fa. -in-law,  Theunis  Idens. 
Samuel  Waldron,  in  1712,  had  drawn  No.  7  in  1st  Div.,  which 
was  in  two  parts,  one  of  nearly  10  a.,  being  identical  with  the 
McGown  place  aforesaid  ;  the  other,  some  2|  a.,  lying  opposite, 
west  of  the  road,  between  Delamontanie's  grant  above  described, 
and  a  lot  laid  out  to  the  Delavall  heirs,  and  later  included  in 
the  Nutter  farm.  Delamontanie,  by  an  exchange,  added  Wal- 
dron's  lot  to  his  own,  giving  Waldron  his  drafts  m  2d,  3d,  and 
4th  Div.  His  lot  in  1st  Div.,  No.  17,  containing  3  a.  1  q.  24 r., 
lay  on  the  hill  about  145th  Street,  on  the  east  side  of  Kings- 
bridge  Road.  He  sold  this  to  Barent  Waldron,  from  whom  it 
passed  with  his  farm,  in  1740,  to  John  R.  Myer,  and  from  him 
to  Abm.  Myer;  being  the  piece  improperly  described  as  in 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


.522  HISTORY  OF  HARLEM. 

"  fit^t  fourth  division,"  and  which  experts  even  have  been  puz- 
zled to  locate.  Delamontanie's  lands  in  H.  continued  to  be 
rated  at  20  a.  On  June  22,  1720,  his  fa. -in-law  conveyed  to  him 
and  his  w.  an  eighth  part  of  his  farm,  said  part  being  57^  a., 
running  in  a  strip  from  near  Delamontanie's  land  north-westerly 
to  Hudson  River.* 

There  is  not  a  circumstance  to  show  that  Abraham  Delamon- 
tanie  ever  set  up  any  claim  to  the  lands  sold  and  conveyed  by 
his  parents  to  Bogert ;  but  he  early  conceived  the  idea,  drawn 
apparently  from  some  clause  in  his  fa.'s  will,  as  well  as  the 
tenor  of  the  deed  to  Bogert,  that  said  deed  merely  conveyed  the 
Point  and  meadows  attached,  but  did  not  carry  the  morgen 
right,  or  a  share  in  the  undivided  common  lands.  This  gave 
rise  to  the  following  letter  : 

N.  Haarlem^  5  Decemb.  1700. 
To  the  Overseers  of  N.  Haarlem, 
Honorable  Sirs. 

Abram  de  Lamontanie,  inhabitant  of  this  town,  inquires  of  your  Hon- 
ors, whether  you  or  your  predecessors  have  laid  out  any  ground  or  land 
for  the  deed  of  John  de  LaMontanie,  deceased,  which  deed  is  remaining 
on  the  records  of  this  town,  and  dated  8  February  167^. 

Abkam  de  La  Montanib. 

To  this,  two  days  after,  the  following  reply  was  given  : 

N.  Haarlem,  7  Decern.  1700. 
We,  Laurens  Jansen,  Jacques  Toumeur  and  Peter  Van  Oblienis,  Over- 
seers of  N.  Haarlem,  having  read  the  writing  of  the  5  Decemb.,  1700, 
sent  to  us  by  Abram  dc  La  Montanie,  think  proper  to  answer  that  the 

*  Theunis  Idens,  as  his  autograph  is,  but  also  called  Theunis  Eidesse 
van  Huyse,  has  been  noticed  as  the  ovvner  of  a  large  farm  between  89th  and 
loyih  Sis.,  on  the  North  River  side.  He  was  b.  in  1639,  probably  in  Hol- 
land, being  son  of  Iden  van  Huysc,  by  his  w.  Tryniic  Jacobs,  afterward  m, 
to  Jacob  Helliker(or  Hellaker),  alias  Swart,  who  has  desc.  of  both  names. 
Theunis  spent  his  early  lUc  on  Long  Island.  A  curious  accdunt  of  him 
there  and  after  he  came  to  N.  Y.  is  given  by  Dankers  and  Sluyter — of  his 
reckless  youth  and  his  reformation.  He  became  a  chh.  mem.  June  17,  i6Sa 
When  and  from  whom  he  purchased  at  Bloomingdale  is  not  ascertained  ; 
the  line  between  his  land  and  Harlem  patent  was  run  in  1690,  the  town  pay- 
ing 24  gl.  toward  the  survey.  In  his  old  age  Theunis  had  his  farm  laid  off 
by  Peter  Berrien  into  lots  of  57^  acres  each,  being  in  breadth  42  rods,  or 
thereabouts,  at  the  river  and  rear,  and  numbered  i  to  8,  from  south  to  north. 
On  June  22  and  23,  1720,  he  and  w.  Jannetie  (dr.  of  Thys  van  Pelt),  con- 
veyed these  several  parcels  to  their chn.,  as  follows  (giving  possession,  after 
the  ancient  usage,  '*  by  turf  and  twig"):  No.  8  to  their  son-in-law,  Abraham 
Delamontanie,  and  his  w.  aforesaid  ;  Nos.  6,  7,  to  heir  son-in-law,  George 
Dyckman,  m.  to  their  youngest  dr.,  Catalina  ;  Nos.  4,  5,  to  their  son,  Eide 
van  Huyse ;  No  3,  and  i  of  2,  to  their  son-in-law,  Myndert  Burger  van 
Evera.  m.  to  their  dr.  Sarah ;  and  No.  i  and  i  of  No.  2,  to  their  son-in-law, 
Marinus  Roelofse  van  VIeckeren,  m.  to  their  dr.  Dinah.  Of  these  lots,  Nos. 
I  to  5  were  owned  subsequently  by  Charles  Ward  Apthorpe,  and  Nos.  6  to  8 
were  held  many  years  by  the  Dikemans.  dcsc.  of  Joris  Dyckman.  To  his 
dr.  Maria,  m.  to  Jurien  Rynchout,  Theunis  gave  the  farm  noticed  p.  506, 
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before  named  La  Montanie  may  examine  whether  he  can  obtain  any 
advantage  from  tlie  deed  wliich  John  Louwe  Bogert  shall  get  from  our 
bands.     Also,  he  can  then  take  a  copy  thereof.   .Witness 

Adr  :  Vermeule,  Secretary, 

It  was  a  distnrbinff  question  to  Bogert,  wbo  had  drawn  lot 
No.  25;  adioiniug  his  farm,  and  which  now  seemed  to  be 
menaee<l.     Not  to  rely  wholly  on  the^  deed  given  him  Mar.  21, 

1701,  he  took  occasion  to  fortify  himself  by  another  from  Joost 
van   Oblinus,  the  surviving  NicoUs    patentee,   dated  Feb.  14, 

1702,  and  still  another  from  the  town  trustees,  Sept.  14,  1706, 
soon  after  which  he  sold  out  to  Benson.  The  question  was  not 
put  to  issue  during  the  lifetime  of  the  latter,  but  enough  of  un- 
certainty hung  over  it  to  make  Benson  unwilling  to  pay  quit 
rent  on  that  part  of  his  farm.  After  Samson  Benson  came  in 
possession,  Delamontanie  entered  an  action  of  ejectment  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  Province,  Oct.  5,  1723,  which  came  to 
trial  at  New  York,  Nov.  29,  following,  in  the  name  of  John 
Sivison,  **  on  the  demise  of  Montanye,  agahist  Sanison  Ben- 
son, Lewis  Morris,  Chief  Justice,  and  Robert  Walters,  Second 
Justice,  presided.  The  best  counsel  were  employed  on  both 
sides.  Defendant  confessed  lease,  entry,  and  ouster.*  Delamon- 
tanie had  clothed  himself  with  due  power  in  the  premises,  by 
deeds  obtained  from  his  elder  br.  John,  and  several  other  of  the 
co-heirs*  These  and  various  public  records  and  writings  were 
read,  including  the  proceedings  of  the  freehold^rs,  the  agree- 
ments subscribed  to,  and  ru]es  adopted,  for  the  division  of  the 
common  lands.  A  number  of  witnesses  were  also  sworn.  Mr. 
Abraham  Gouverneur  acted  as  internreter,  ex  parte,  for  the 
prosecution.  Mr.  Edward  Blague,  Zacharias  Sickels,  and  Johan- 
nes Waldron  were  called  to  testify  for  plaintiff,  and  Peter  van 
Oblienis,  Samuel  Waldron,  and  Barent  Waldron,  for  defendant. 
But  Delamontanie  failed  to  make  out  a  title,  and  the  jury  found 
for  the  defendant.  This  was  final,  and  we  hear  no  more  of  the 
matter. 

In  1729  Abraham  sold  out  to  his  br. -in-law,  George  Dyck- 
man,  who  owned  an  adjoining  part  of  the  Van  Huyse  farm. 
See  note  on  Bloomingdale  Dyckmans,  p.  605.     Abraham  was 

*  This  presupposes  that  Montanye  had  forcibly  entered,  or  by  a  legal  fic- 
tion was  held  to  have  so  entered  upon  the  land  ;  that  he  had  given  Simson 
a  iease  and  entry  of  the  premises ;  and  that  Simson  had  thereupon  been 
ousted  by  Benson.  All  this  taking  place,  entitled  Simson,  as  Delamon- 
tanie's  tenant,  to  his  action  ot  ejectment.  To  avoid  being  non-suited,  Ben- 
son must  have  applied  to  be  made  a  defendant,  which  could  only  be  allowed 
upon  condition  that  he  comply  with  a  rule  of  court  to  confess  at  the  trial  of 
the  cause,  the  lease^  entry ^  and  ouster^  as  aforesaid,  these  making  three  of  the 
four  requisites  for  the  maintenance  of  the  plaintifi*s  action,  and  which  being 
done  the  trial  stood  solely  upon  the  merits  of  the  title,    {Blackstone) 
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living  Jan.  16,  1734,  having  a  second  w.  named  p.  693.  His 
^rave,  as  believed,  was  in  the  old  cemeterv,  beneath  a  rude  stone 
inscribed  A.  L.  M.,  Feb.  12, 173 J.  His  chn.  were  John,  Tennis, 
Isaac,  Jacob,  Ide,  Jannetie,  who  m.  1715,  David  Devoor,  Maria, 
m.  1714,  John  Bass,  and  Hannah,  m.  1727,  John  Buys,  and 
1732,  Andries  Albody,  alias  Anderson,  she  having  by  Buys,  chn. 
Matthew,  called  Boice,  and  Rebecca,  w.  of  John  Dikeman,  and 
by  Anderson,  sons  Abraham,  Elias,  and  John.  A  marked  taste 
for  the  sea  and  relative  pursuits  is  noticed  among  the  desc.  of 
Abm.  Delaroontanie.  His  son  Jacob  was  a  blocKmakcr  in  X. 
Y.,  some  of  his  kinsmen,  the  Pells,  being  shipbuilders  at  the 
Smith's  Fly.*  Isaac,  then  (1738)  lived  near  his  brs. -in-law, 
Devoor  and  Albody,  at  Turtle  Bay,  noted  for  its  shipyards, 
in  which  he  was  probably  emploved. 

Tennis  Delamontagnie,  b.  1695,  bought  a  place  in  H.  village, 
in  1719,  having  m.  the  yr.  previous ;  see  pp.  487,  498.  He  and 
•Ide  were  living  in  Somerset  co.  in  1731  ;  the  latter  had  sods 
Abraham  and  Edc,  or  Edward,  who  bore  arms  in  the  Revolu- 
tion. In  1735,  Tennis  owned  100  a.  in  Franklin  township, 
and  had  a  second  w.,  Rebecca.  He  seems  to  have  returned  to 
N.  Y.,  where  in  1751,  his  dr.  Bregie  m.  Peter  Zenger,  son  of 
the  famous  printer.  There  are  reasons  for  believing  that  tlie 
fa.  of  Tennis,  Robert,  Joseph,  and  William  Delamontagnie, 
all,  except  Robert,  mem.  of  the  K.  Y.  Marine  Soc.,  and  ship- 
masters in  tU^  Bermuda  and  W.  I.  trade,  was  an  elder  son  of 
Teunis.  But  unfortunately  neither  his  worthy  desc,  living  in 
N.  Y.,  nor  the  parish  registers  of  Bermuda,  where  he  resided 
when  his  chn.  were  born,  are  able  to  tell  us  any  more  about  the 
fa.  of  these  bravo  **  toilers  on  the  sea."  William  was  b.  June 
27,  1750,  and  joined  the  Marine  Soc.  in  1774.  His  drs.  Mrs. 
Woodward  and  Mrs.  Asson,  of  Phila.,  still  survive.  Teunis,  b. 
Jan.  17,  1744,  m.  1771,  Sarah,  dr.  of  Edward  Nicoll,  named 
p.  360,  and  the  next  year  was  admitted  to  the  Marine  Soc,  biit 
d.  prior  to  1783.  Capt.  Joseph  Delamontagnie,  b.  in  Bermuda, 
Nov.  10,  1747,  d.  in  N.  Y.,  Apl.  16,  1820.  His  w.  was  Eliza- 
beth, dr.  of  Teunis  Tiebout;  his  chn.,  Sarah,  b.  Oct.  7,  1785, 
who  m.  Rev.  Wm.  Gray  ;  Anna,  b.  Mar.  24,  1787,  m.  Wm.  J. 
Crolius :  William,  b.  Nov.  11,  1788,  the  veteran  boatbnilder, 
of  Water  Street,  d.  June  15,  1877,  sons  William,  John,  Joseph 
E,  and  Albert ;  Edward,  b.  May  5,  1792,  boatbnilder,  d.  Mar. 
19,  1872,  sons  Robei*t  and  Alexander  ;  Elizabeth,  b.  Dec  27, 
1794,  d.  in  inf.  ;  and  Joseph,  b.  Jan.  8,  1797,  ti-  Sept.  23, 1826, 
leaving  no  issue. 

*  John  Pell  and  his  brs.  William,  Thomas,  and  Samuel,  of  N.  Y.,  were 
sons  of  Samuel,  of  Harlem,  ship-carpenter,  named  p.  338,  etc.,  jwho  was 
from  London.     Thomas  was  (a. -in-law  of  said  Jacob  Delamontagnie. 
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Jacob  Dclamonta^ie,  blockmaker,  m.  in  1729,  Maria  Pell. 
He  was  one  of  the  city  firemen,  appointed  in  1738,  all  *'  strong, 
able,  discreet,  honest,  and  sober  men/'  He  had  sons  Abra* 
ham,  b.  1734,  and  Thomas,  1736.     The  last  d.  Dec.  18,  1791. 

Abraham  Delamontagnie^  as  he  called  himself,  took  the  trade 
of  his  fa.  Jacob,  a  blockmaker.  He  was  admitted  to  freeman- 
ship  in  1769,  and  also  to  honorary  membership  in  the  Marine 
Soc.  He  m.  in  1755,  Marv,  dr.  of  Jacob  Remson,  of  Brooklyn, 
and  ultimately  became  a  '^vintner,"  or  innkeeper,  in  which  he 
was  engaged  m  1769,  his  house  being  near  the  Commons,  and 
then  and  thereafter  a  famous  resort  for  the  *'  Liberty  Boys."  It 
was  probably  the  same  place,  **  opposite  the  Green,  near  the 
Bridewell,"  or,  to  exactly  locate  it,  at  the  comer  of  Broadway 
and  Murray  Street,  where  he  leased.  Mar.  25,  1773,  five  lots  6i 
ground  from  Trinity  Church,  for  99  yrs.  Abraham  did  a  good 
thing  for  his  heirs,  but  he  himself  d.  the  very  next  yr.,  aged  only 
40,  and  on  Oct.  17,  1774,  letters  of  administration  were  taken  " 
out  by  his  wid.  She  continued  the  house,  253  Broadway,  m.  in 
1777,  John  Amory,  whipmaker,  and  d.  in  1797,  in  her  66th  yr. 

Jacob  Delamontagnie,  b.  Sept.  15,  1765,  is  understood  to  have 
been  the  only  son  of  Abraham  and  Mary,  and  is  remembered  as 
one  of  the  best  of  men.  He  studied  law,  opening  an  ofiSce  at  9 
Beekman  St.,  but  removed  before  his  mo.  d.  to  253  Broadway. 
Ho  had  m.  Mary  Elizabeth,  dr.  of  Capt.  John  Armour,  ship- 
master. In  1792  he  was  lieut.  and  adjt.  of  the  1st  N.  Y.  Begt., 
was  aid.  much  of  the  time  from  1796  to  1806,  and  in  1798  mem. 
of  assembly.  The  99  yr.  lease  being  sold  in  1812,  Jacob  was  one 
of  three  purchasers,  but  sold  out,  1817,  to  Benj.  Ferris  and  Amos 
Butler.  He  d.  at  his  residence  in  Beaver  Street,  Apl.  9,  1823, 
without  chn.,  and  leaving  large  legacies  to  mem.  of  the  Armour 
and  Moore  families,  beside  prpviding  amply  for  his  w.,  Mary  K 
Delamontagnie.  She  survived  him  twenty-five  yrs.,  and  d.  at 
Belleville,  N.  J.  For  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Deramontagnie,  see  Doc. 
Hist.  N.  Y,y  iv.,  1024. 


MYER. 

Adolph  Meyeb,  the  anc.  of  the  Myer  family  of  H.  (whose 
name,  at  first  pronounced  Mayer,  has  enanged  its  sound  as  well 
as  form),  emigrated,  as  before  noticed,  from  Ulsen,  a  parish  of 
Bentheim,  in  the  German  province  of  Westphalia.  He  arrived 
at  H.  in  1661,  where  he  gained  a  good  standing  ;  and  in  1671 
m.  Maria,  dr.  of  Johannes  Verveelen.  Three  yrs.  later  he 
united  with  the  chh.,  his  w.  having  done  the  same  some  months 
before.     At  their  m.,  Verveelen  gave  them  the  two  out*gardens. 
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Nos.  7,  8,  with  most  of  the  land  in  the  Hanel  patent,  the  rest 
being  promised,  and  the  patent  eventually  transferred  to  Meyer, 
Oct.  13,  1683.  Meyer  sold  the  lot  on  Montanye's  Flat,  Jan.  28, 
1673.  Adrianus  Jansen  van  Westerhout  built  him  a  house  25 
by  18  feet,  with  a  leanto  ;  the  contract  dated  Aug.  18,  1675.  It 
cost  360  gl.,  as  appeared  at  their  settlement  Jan.  6,  1670. 
Meyer  bought  the  Demarest  lot.  No.  5,  on  Jochem  Pieters, 
Aug.  1,  1677.  On  Sept.  4,  1679,  he  and  John  Delamater 
leased  for  10  yrs.  the  Slot  lands  on  Van  Keulen's  Hook,  with 
house  lots,  garden  and  meadows;  but  lust  before  the  lease 
expired  Meyer,  whose  house  and  barn  had  been  burnt,  stating 
to  his  fa. -in-law  that  he  wished  to  build  a  new  barn,  but  was 
afraid  of  another  accident,  as  he  and  Joost  van  Oblinus  were 
living  so  near ;  Verveelen  sold  him  the  Slot  patent,  June  3, 
1689,  for  300  gl.,  **  silver  nioney  or  in  wheat  as  silver,"  Meyer 
enga^ng,  should  Verveelen  die  before  receiving  the  money,  to 
pay  Daniel  Verveelen  and  his  sr.  Anna  their  respective  shares 
of  1000  gl.  each.  Meyer  no  doubt  met  his  engagements,  as  he 
continued  in  possession,  and  later,  Daniel  released  to  his  sr., 
Mrs.  Meyer,  all  his  interests  at  H.,  by  deeds  of  Juno  12,  1710, 
and  June  30,  1712  ;  in  the  latter  expressly  including  all  "  the 
right  and  property  of  Johannes  Verveelen  aeceased,  by  reason  of 
his  being  patentee  of  said  town  and  patent."  The  Hanel  and 
Slot  patents  laid  the  foundation  of  the  large  Myer  estates.* 

*  The  Hanel  patent  is  unrecorded, and  I  am  but  too  well  convinced  that 
the  original  (in  fragments  when  I  saw  it)  has  perished.  Luckily  a  copy 
was  taken  which  saves  to  us  the  text  of  this  ancient  Dutch  grant  : 

Wy  Pktrus  Stuyvesant.  Directeur-Generael  cnde  Raeden,  wegcns  dc 
Ho:  Mo:  Heere  Staten  Generael  der  vereenighde  Nederlants,  zyn  Hoog- 
heyt  van  Oranjie,  ende  Edele  Heere  Bewinthebberen  der  geoctroycerdc 
West  Indien  Compagnie,  in  Nieuw  Nederlant  residerendc,  oirkonde  en 
verclaren  mits  deesen,  dat  wy,  op  huyden  dato  ondergeschreeven.  hebbcn 
toegestaen  en  vergunt  aen  Juriaen  Hanel,  resident  van  het  eyiant  van 
Manhatans,  en  in  de  dorp  Nieuw  Haerl/m,  een  parceel  lant  gelegen  op  Van 
Keulen's  Hook,  geteykent  No.  4,  suylen  wederzyde  zuyden,  breet  twacif 
roeden.  groot  drie  morgen  ;  aizo  oen  stuck  op  Jochem  Pietersen's  Lant,  tus- 
schcn  Hendrick  Carsense  en  Jan  Le  Roy,  suylen  wederzyden  west  wel  so 
noordelyk,  breet  sestien  roeden,  groot  ses  morgen  vier  hondcrt  roeden  ; 
alzo  een  stuck  lant  op  Montagne*s  Lant,  geteykent  No.  7,  breet 
seven  en  twintigh  roeden,  vier  en  een  half  voeten,  suylen  van  de  kil 
tot  het  gebergte  west^  groot  vyf  morgen  en  vier  honden  roeden ; 
een  erf  bezuyden  Montague,  langh  seven  roeden  negcn  voeten,  breet 
seven  roeden  ses  en  een  half  voeten  ;  item  een  thuyn  bewesicn  Jan 
Pietersen,  beoosten  Nicolaes  de  Meyer,  breet  vyf  roeden,  langh  twintigh 
roeden  ;  item  een  stuck  valey  getuykent  No.  5,  gemeen  met  Lubbert  Gerrit- 
sen,  synde  het  noordelyk  streek  tot  eyiant  by  't  Springh,  als  mede  het  noor- 
delyk sireek  in  de  Groot  Valey.  Met  expresseerde  conditie  ende  voor- 
waarde  dat  hy  Juriaen  Hanel,  of  die  uyt  krachte  deses  syn  actic  macht  ge- 
nomen,  de  Ed  :  Heeren  Bewinthebberen  voornaemde  voor  syn  heerea  en 
patroonen  sal  erkennen,  onder  de  souvereignteyt  van  hare  Hooge  Moogeode 
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Mr.  Meyer  often  held  office  in  the  town,  was  asst.  aid.  of  the 
Ont  Ward,  1693-95  ;  also  served  as  an  elder.  Between  1U91  and 
1701,  chosen  with  others  for  that  purpose,  he  had  much  to  do 
with  the  first  allotment  of  the  common  land  under  the  Don^an 
patent,  and  signed  the  deeds.  The  first  four  lots  in  that  allot- 
ment embraced  that  part  of  Harlem  Flats  which  lay  north  of 
the  Samson  A.  Benson  line,  and  extended  up  between  the  two 
roads  to  the  point  or  forks  at  131st  Street.  See  list  of  these  lots 
in  Apj>.  J.  Myer  drew  lot  No.  4,  at  the  forks,  in  conjunction 
with  his  son  Johannes,  who  owned  a  7^  morgen  right  upon  the 
lots  on  Van  Keulen's  Hook,  which  came  from  his  gd-fa.  Ver- 
veelen.  Here,  at  the  fork  of  the  roads,  Adolph  or  Johannes 
built  a  substantial  stone  house,  as  early  as  1706.  Mr.  Meyer  d. 
in  February,  1711.  By  will  made  the  13th  of  that  month,  he 
left  the  use  of  his  property  to  his  wid.  To  his  gd-sons  named 
for  him  he  g[a?e  each  a  pair  of  gold  buttons,  and  to  his  gd-drs. 
named  for  his  wife,  each  a  gold  ring.  His  chn.  were  Johannes, 
Hendrick,  Anna-Catrina,  Maria,  Abraham,  Isaac,  Jacob, 
Adolph,  and  Anneke.  Of  these  Anneke,  b.  1698,  m.  Johannes 
Sickels  and  Thomas  Storms  ;  Maria,  b.  1679,  m.  Samson  Ben- 
son ;  and  Anna-Catrina,  b.  in  1677,  m.  Abraham  Lent.  See 
Annals  of  Netotowriy  p.  317.  Anna-Catrina's  name,  derived  from 
the  VerVcelens,  is  yet  worthily  borne  by  desc.  of  her  gd-dr. 
Anna-Catrina  Biker  ;  an  example  of  the  almost  religious  adher- 
ence, in  our  Dutch  families,  to  the  ancestral  christian  names. 

The  Myer  estate  was  much  increased,  both  by  purchase  and  by 
the  drafts  from  the  common  lands,  before  Mrs.  Mever  d.,  which 
was  not  till  1748.  We  except  the  Delavall  lands,  the  bulk  of  which 

de  Heeren  Staaten  Generael,  en  hier  haren  Directeur  ende  Raeden  en  alles 
gehoorzamen  als  goede  ingezetenen  scbuldig  syn  te  doen,  mils  hem  wy- 
ders  onderwerpende  al  sulcke  lasten  ende  gerecbticheden.aU  by  de  Ed  : 
Heeren  reets  is  beraemt  ofte  noch  te  beraemen  ;  Constitueerende  over- 
sulcx  den  voornoemden  Juriaen  Hanel  in  onze  staet  reele  en  actueele  pos- 
sessie  vani  voornoemde  parceel  Ian  is,  hem-  gevende  mils  desen  volkomen 
linacht,  autboriieyt,  ende  specinel  bevel,  omme  t  voorschreeven  lant  le  moo- 
gen  aenvaerden,  bebouwen,  bewoonen  ende  gebruycken,  gelyck  by  met 
andere  syne  patrimoniale  landen  ende  effecien  doen  sonde  moogen,  sender 
dat  wy  cedenten  inde  qualiie  als  vooren,  daer  aen  eenige  part  aciie  oft  ge- 
sach  int  minsie  meer  syn  hebben  te  reserveren  oft  behouden,  maer  ten 
behoeve  als  vooren,  van  alles  te  desisteren,  van  nu  en  voor  eeuwigh.beloo- 
vcnde  voorts  dit  transpoort  vast,  bondich,  onverbreckelyk  ende  irevocabel 
te  behouden,  naer  te  komen  ende  te  volbrengen,  alles  ondert  verbont  naer 
rechten  daer  toestaende.  'tOirkonde  is  desen  by  ons  geteekent  en  met 
zegel  bevestight  ;  actum  int  Fort  Amsterdam  in  Nieuw  Nederlant,  i6  May, 
1664. 

P.  STUYVESANT. 

Ter  Ordonnantie  van  den  E:  Hr:  Dr:  Generael 

ende  Hooge  Raeden  van  Nieuw  Nederlant,  etc. 

CoRNELis  Van  Ruyven,  Secretatis, 
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were  bought  by  the  Myers,  but  held  separate  from  the  common  in- 
heritance. Adolph  Meyer's  will  was  proved  Sept.  2, 1748,  after 
the  d.  of  the  wid.,  but  when  his  chn.were  all  yet  living,  and  by 
whom  a  final  division  of  the  property  was  maae  Nov.  16,  1748, 
and  deeds  passed.  How  the  lands  were  parcelled  out  will  be 
shown  as  we  speak  of  the  sons  respectively  ;  here  we  need  only 
mention  that  Benj.  Benson,  gd-son  of  Adolph  Meyer,,  succeeding 
to  his  mo.'s  share,  took  35  a.,  which  included  Lots  7,  8,  9,  Van 
Eeulen's  Hook  ;  and  another  ^d-son,  Johannes  Sickels,  intended 
by  his  uncle  Myer  as  his  sole  heir,  received  said  uncle's  portion, 
to  wit :  No.  3,  Jochem  Pieters,  No.  40,  2d  Div.,  and  No.  14, 
4th  Div.,  tis  also  the  remaining  north  garden,  which  Sickels  sold 
July  1,  1758,  to  John  Livingston.  No.  2,  Jochem  Pieters,  and 
No.  6,  i  of  5,  Van  Keujen's  Hook,  he  took  under  Isaac's  will. 
Isaac  Myer,  b.  1684,  purchased  from  Gideon  and  Bernardus  Ver- 
veelen  in  1710,  jointly  with  his  br.  Jacob,  a  tract  of  land  in 
Bergen  Co.,  N.  J.,  Jacob  selling  him  his  share  in  1743.  By 
his  will,  dated  Sept.  12,  1743,  he  gave  "  all  his  lands  in  the  pro- 
vinces of  N.  Y.  and  N.  J.'^  to  his  nephew  Johannes  Sickels. 
He  could  have  left  no  chn.  ;  maybe  he  was  called  "  widower 
Myer.''  It  would  appear  that  he  lived  with  Sickels,  on  tiie 
lower  street,  I  think  on  the  old  Laurens  Jansen  place,  at  the 
north  end  of  No.  6,  V.  K.  H.,  the  lots  attached  to  which,  \  5, 
6,  his  mo.  bought  of  Lawrence  Low  in  1732,  and  conveyed  to 
Isaac  in  1735.  Low  sold  him  No.  2,  J.  P.,  in  1738.  But  it  is 
singular  that  Isaac's  name  never  occurs  in  the  tax  lists. 

Hendrick  Myer,  b.  1673,  removed  to  N.  Y.,  m.  Wyntie,  dr.  of 
John  Bav,  and  had  by  her  ten  chn.,  half  or  more  of  which  d.  in 
inf.  or  childhood.  His  eldest  son  Adolph,  b.  1701,  d.  unm. 
Oct.  7,  1732.  HenricuSy  b.  1713,  m.  Maria,  dr.  of  Abraham 
Gouverneur  ;  they  parted  ;  he,  discarded  by  Mr.  Gouvemeur,  d. 
Dec.  15,  1740,  without  surviving  issue  ;  his  wid.,  who  was  a  gd- 
dr.  of  Capt  Jacob  Leisler,  m.,  in  1742,  Capt.  Jasper  Fanner. 
John  Ray  Myer,  the  youngest  ch.  of  Hendrick,  andb.  1719,  m., 
in  1747,  Anna,  dr.  of  Charles  Crommelin,  of  N.  Y.,  where  Myer 
became  a  wealthy  merchant,  and  having  outlived  his  second  w. 
(Helena  Butgers,  wid.  of  Hon.  John  Morin  Scott),  and  attained 
to  near  90  yrs.,  as  one  who  knew  him  informed  us,  d.  Aug.  31, 
1807.  He  had  a  son,  Henry  R.  Myer,  of  N.  Y.,  merchant,  1774, 
and  two  drs.,  Ann,  who  m.,  1769,  Thomas  Sowers,  of  N.  Y., 
"  Capt.  of  Engineers  in  His  Majesty's  service,"  who  d.  1774, 
and  Mary,  who  m.,  1772,  Henry  Bowers,  Jr.,  of  Swansea^  Mass. 
Mrs.  Bowers  inherited  her  fa's  estate  under  his  will.  Hen- 
drick Myer,  the  elder,  bought  the  farm  of  Barent  Waldron, 
Gloudie's  Point ;  but  the  deed,  dated  Aug.  6,  1740,  was  made 
in  the  name  of  his  son  John  (or  properly  John  R)  aforesaid. 
He  sold  it  July  21^  1743^  to  his  uncle  Abraham^  who  bought  it 
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for  his  son  Arent  Myer,  and  to  whom  Abraham  gave  a  deed 
March  21,  1747.*  llendrick  Myer  d.  in  N.  Y.,  Oct.  31,  1753, 
SB.  80  yrs. 

Jacob  Myer,  b.  1686,  m.  Anna,  dr.  of  his  cousin  Hendrick 
Cammega,  and  settled  at  Cluster,  Bergen  Co.,  N.  J.,  where,  los- 
ing his  w.,  he  m.  secondly,  in  1725,  Bachel  Baton.  Jacob 
was  a  purchaser  of  some  of  the  Delavall  lands  in  1747.     His 

sons  were  Adolph,  b.  Mar.  20,  1720  ;  Jacob,  b. ,  1726  ;  and 

John,  b.  Dec.  21,  1728.  Adolph  m.  at  Closter,  and  had  a  fam- 
ily, but  John  removed  to  Fishkill. 

Adolph  Myer,  b.  1692,  m.,  1716,  Margaret,  dr.  of  Joh.  Wal- 
dron,  and,  secondly,  in.  1723,  Catharine,  dr.  of  Peter  Haring. 
He  had  four  sons  and  fivedrs.,  viz.  :  Adolphy  Joliiiy  haacy  Peter y 
Antiy  who  m.  William  Waldron,  Margarety  who  m.  John  Sick- 
els,  Maryy  who  m.  Benjamin  Vandewater,  Bregiey  who  m.  John 
Low,  and  Sarahy  who  m.  Elias  Degrush,  Jr.,  rope-maker.  Of 
these,  Peter,  b.  1729,  m.  Mary  Bunn  in  1762,  and  had  issue, 
Adolph,  b.  1763,  etc.  Adolph,  senior,  made  his  first  purchase 
of  land  in  1715,  when  he  bought  from  Samson  Benson  Lot  No. 
2  of  1691,  his  fa.,  as  we  have  seen,  having  drawn  No.  4  of  the 
same  tract.  Adolph  eventuallv  acquired  Nos.  1,  3  ;  as  also  the 
several  parcels  beyond  the  highway  to  the  westward,  originally 
Nos.  8  to  14,  Ist  Div.,  laid  out  to  Capt.  DelavalPs  heirs  and 
others,  and  forming  the  84  a.  tract,  afterward  sold,  with  Lot 
3,  etc.,  by  his  son  Adolph,  to  Charles  Duryee,  and  purchased 
soon  after  by  William  Molenaor.  To  speciiy  :  Adolph  bought 
several  lots  m  the  84  a.  tract  in  1733  (see  p.  499\  and  in  1740, 
No.  14,  from  John  Lewis.  He  had  already  built  on  his  No.  2 
of  1691,  and  in  1717  bought  No.  3  from  Aaron  Bussing.  In 
1748  he  got  from  his  mo.'s  estate  No.  16,  3d  Div.,  and  by  pre- 
arrai^goment  with  Abraham,  No.  1  of  1691,  which  gave  him  Nos. 

♦The  Ghudie  Point  Title  has  its  beginnings  set  forth  on  pp.  442,443. 
Barent  Waldron  drew,  in  1691,  a  piece  of  land  between  his  Point  and  lot 
No,  10.  which  in  his  deed  of  Mar.  21,  1701,  is  thus  described  :  "There  is 
set  off  to  Barent  Waldron,  for  4  morgen,more  or  less,  a  piece  pf  land  north 
of  his  house  lot  (erf)^  east  of  the  King's  Way  ;  saving  that  a  suitable  road 
remain  along  the  swamp  {creupelbo5ch\  to  the  meadow  of  Isaac  Delamater, 
as  the  fence  at  present  stands."* 

The  Bussinq^  Point  farm  %vas  therefore  made  up  of  five  parcels,  viz. :  the 
Point,  and  adjoining  tract  above  described,  with  lots  10,  9,  and  ^  of  8  of  the 
New  Lots.  See  account  of  Johannes  Waldton.  This  is  exclusive  of  Baren*^ 
Waldron's  drafts  in  the  Four  Divisions  and  the  lot  17.  ist  Div.,  lying  on  tht 
hill,  **  four  acres  more  or  less,"  which  he  got  of  Abm.Delamontanie.  Barent 
owned  No.  3,  1691  (late  Molenaor  17  a.  tract),  bought  of  his  br.  Samuel 

grior  to  1715,  and  not  sold  with  the  farm,  1740,  but  apparently  to  Aaron 
tussing,  1746,  who  sold,  1747,  to  Adolph  Myer. 

*  In  making  the  four  divisions  in  1712,  all  the  lots  embraced  in  this  farm  enjc^ed  the 
mmen  rights  and  drew  of  the  common  land,  except  this  single  piece,  which,  as  draft- 
ed land,  bore  no  such  right ;  a  curious  distinction. 
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1,  ^,  3  in  that  tract.  These  lands,  excepting  the  "  homestead," 
or  Lots  1,2,  of  1691,  fell  ioAdolph  3d  under  his  fa's  win,  dated 
May  10, 1760,  and  proved  May  5,  1762.  To  thege  he  added  Nos.  9, 
10,  1st  Div.,  and  some  other  parcels.  His  br.  John  succeeded  to 
the  homestead,  28  a.,  and  m.  in  176J.,  Antie  Waldron,  butd.  in 
1767,  leaving  his  wid;  with  chn.  Adolph,  Catharine,  and  Mary. 
On  Aug.  10,  1768,  his  br.  Adolph,  as  executor,  sold  the  home- 
stead (the  rights  of  dower  having  been  released)  to  Rev.  Marti- 
nus  Schoonmaker,  then  pastor  at  H.  Adolph  Myer  was  an 
elder  at  H.,  and  signed  the  articles  of  union  in  1772  which 
healed  the  divisions  in  the  Dutch  chh.  He  occuj)ied  his  lands, 
aforesaid,  till  the  Eevolution,  when,  being  a  Whiff,  he  retired 
to  Dutchess  Co.,  and,  at  the  ploso  of  the  war,  concluding  to  re- 
main there,  traded,  farms.  May  1,  1784,  with  Charles  Dnryee,  of 
N.  Y.,  merchant ;  as  shown  by  the  <ieed  from  Duryee  to  Myer, 
for  his  lands  in  Kombout  Precinct,  given,  as  it  states,  "  by 
virtue  of  a  mutual  exchange  of  farms  ;"  the  fact  of  said  ex- 
change being  also  corroborated  by  the  late  Simeon  De  Witt.* 

Abraham  Myer,  b.  1682,  m.  Engeltie,  dr.  of  Arent  Harmans 
Bussing.  On  Aug.  12,  1713,  he  bought  from  John  van  Oblienis 
Lot  No.  1  Jochem  Pieters,  with  the  one  morgen  houselot  at- 
tached, both  owned  originally  by  Daniel  Tourneur.     This  be- 

*  William  Molenaor,  in  some  records  called  Miller,  this  being  the  Eng- 
lish of  his  name,  was  a  desc.  of  Joost  Adriaens  Molena/r,  who  was  b.  at 
Pynacker,  a  village  three  miles  east  of  Delft,  and  came  to  this  country  in 
the  ship  Failh,  which  sailed  from  Amsterdam,  Dec.  23  1660.  At  Esopas, 
where  he  went  to  live,  he  m..  May  20.,  1663.  Femmetie  Hendricks,  from 
Meppel.  On  Tune  7,  ensuing,  the  Indians  rose  against  the  white  set- 
tlers and  killed  and  wounded  many,  carrying  others  into  captivity,  among 
whom  was  Molenaer's  >v.  She  was  soon  ransomed,  and  a  yr.  later  their 
first  ch.,  Marriiic,  was  b.  Joost  m.  a  second  w.,  Lysbeth,  dr.  of  Willem 
Krom,  Oct.  2S,  166S,  having  first,  on  Sept.  2,  made  his  will.  By  this  w. 
he  had  issue.  Jane,  b.  1672,  who  m.  Jell  is  de  !a  Gran^fe,  of  Albany,  Adrian, 
b.  1675,  William,  1678.  and  Henry,  1681.  He  served  as  dcacon.'and  from 
1672  to  1678  as  schcpen.  On  July  9,  1681,  he  m.  his  third  w.,  Maria,  dr.* 
of  Jacob  Hayes,  and  wid.  of  Philip  Leeuw,  or  Lyon.  By  this  w.  he  had  a  dr. 
Sarah,  b.  1682.  Removing  to  a  farm  in  Bushwick,  of  50  a.,  he  and  his  w. 
joined  the  chh.  at  N.  Y.,  May  30,  1683,  but  he  d.  thai  same  yr.  (his  will 
being  admitted  to  probate  at  Kingston,  Oct.  17,  1683),  and  the  next  yr. 
his  wid.  m.  Capt.  Peter  Praa.  Sec  Annals  of  Nnvtowny  p.  382,  and  SliUs* 
Brooklyn^  ii.,  321,  etc.  Adrian  Molenaer  m.  at  Kingston,  in  1700,  Anna  de 
la  Grange.  Did  he  not  settle  on  the  Rariian  ?  William  Molenaer  m.,  1704, 
Gertrude,  dr.  o^  Caspar  and  Maria  Springsteen,  and  d.  in  Newtown,  "an 
aged  man,"  May  11,1753.  His  son  David,  who  m.  Catherine  Mescrole, 
was  the  fa.  of  William  Molenaor,  b.  1754,  the  first  of  the  name  at  H.  The  lat- 
ter, then  living  in  Bushwick,  bouprht  the  Adolph  Myer  farm.Apl.  i,  1790- 
He  d.  in  1812,  leaving  by  his  w..  Mercy,  issue,  David,  William,  DeWiit  C., 
and  Catharine,  w.  of  Charles  W.  Gordon.  Dr.  William  Molenaor,  long  a 
practitioner  at  H.,  m.  but  left  no  chn. ;  his  brs.  have  desc.  We  remember 
the  old  Molenaor  house,  while  yet  standing,  but  in  ruins.  It  stood  in  a^ 
hollow,  on  the  north  side  of  124th  Street,  200  feet  west  of  8th  Ave. 
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came  Abraham's  home.  In  1715  he  had  acquired  85  a,,  which  in- 
cluded No.  1  of  1691,  late  Thomas  Toumeur's,  with  Jan  Nagers 
Isfc  Div.,  and  half  of  his  drafts  in  2d,  3d,  and  4th  Div.  In  1722 
he  bought  from  Na^l  11  a,  on  Jochem  Pieters,  and  from  Zach. 
Sickels,  No.  4,  Ist  Div,  In  1731  he  bought  Nos.  5,  10,  Jochem 
Pieters,  and  No.  12,  2d  Div.,  from  Nich.  Kortright ;  and  prob- 
ablv  at  this  date  exchanged  with  his  mo.  No.  1,  1691,  for  No. 
4,  Jochem  Pieters.  Before  1748  he  had  evidently  anticipated 
by  possession  what  land  was  due  him  from  his  mo.  Subsequently 
buying  another  lot  on  Jochem  Pieters,  he  held,  under  Nos.  5, 
7,  10,  lyinff  together,  and  then  called  40  a.  (see  App.  E.)  the 
tract  later  Known  as  * '  the  homestead  farm  of  Lawrence  Benson, " 


town.  May  11,  1747.  He  made  his  will  Apl.  3,  1754,  which 
was  provecl  Feb.  18,  1756.  He  had  five  chn",  viz.  :  Abraham, 
A  renty  Sttsannah^  Maria,  and  Eve.  Of  the  drs.  I  believe  Maria 
was  m.  to  John  Dykman,  and  Susannah  to  Peter  Bussing. 
Mr.  Myer  had  also  purchased  from  Nich.  Kortright,  June  11, 
12,  1740,  for  his  eldest  son  Abraham,  40  acres  of  the  old  Tour- 
neur  farm,  on  Montanye's  Flat,  with  some  meadow  east  of  the 
creek,  and  Lot  18,  2d  Div.  He  had  also  provided  for  his 
younger  son  Arent,  as  we  have  seen,  by  the  purchase,  in  1743, 
of  the  Oloudie  Point  farm,  of  which  Arent  took  immediate 
possession.  The  latter  m.  Susannah,  dr.  of  Lawrence  Kortright, 
and  had  two  drs.,  Engeltie,  who  m.  Peter  Waldron,  and  Marga- 
ret, who  m.  Abraham  Bussing.  The  last  were  m.  by  license, 
and  Bussing's  bondsman  was  no  less  a  person  than  George  Clin- 
ton, afterward  Governor.  By  Arent  Myer's  will,  made  Nov. 
23,  1773,  and  proved  Sent  21,  1784,  he  left  half  his  estate  to 
hisgd-chn.,  Arent  and  Susannah  Bussing,  and  half  to  his  gd- 
dr.  Susannah  Waldron, 

Abraham  Myer,  br.  of  Arent,  was  b.  in  1716,  and  m.  Mattie 
Kortright/  sr.  of  Arent's  w.  lie  succeeded  to  his  fa.  's  lands, 
having  sold  his  farm  on  Montanyo's  Flat.  See  p.  499.  Abra- 
ham served  as  deacon.  He  d.  in  1772,  his  w.  Mattie  surviving, 
and  also  five  chn.,  viz.  :  Abraham,  Lawrence,  Margaret,  Engel- 
tie, and  Bregie.  The  first  three,  with  the  wid.  and  executor 
Adolph  Myer,  conveyed  the  42-acre  tract,  Apl.  20,  1773,  to  John 
Bogert,  Jr.,  whose  heirs  sold  it  to  Lawrence  Benson.  Abra- 
liam's  son,  Abraham,  a  weaver,  m.  Agnietie  Eoome,  in  1771, 
and  Lawrence  m.  in  1765,  Engeltie,  dr.  of  Samuel  Waldron. 
The  latter,  a  blacksmith,  was  fa.  to  Samuel  Myer,  carpenter, 
who  m.  Mary,  dr.  of  Capt.  John  Waldron,  and  ultimately  re- 
moved to  Claverack,  beinff  fa.  to  the  late  Abraham  Myer. 
These  were  the  last  of  the  family  to  occupy  the  ancient  stone 
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house,  removed  bj  Judge  Ingraliam  when  125th  Street  was  open- 
ed, the  well  remaining  on  the  south  side  of  the  street,  and  in  use 
till  within  a  few  yrs.  This  house  stood  on  the  Tourneur  home- 
lot,  bought  by  Abm.  Myer  in  1713,  and  which  Samuel  sold  to 
Alexander  Phoenix,  -Mar.  27,  1806,  with  the  old  church  lot  join- 
ing it  on  the  easterly  side  ;  his  fa.  Lawrence  holding  that  the 
fee  of  the  last  named  lot  (whereon  the  first  chh.  had  stood) 
was  in  his  fa.  Abraham  Myer,  and  passed  by  devise  to  his  chn. 
These  two  lots  have  since  formed  the  Eliphalet  Williams  plot. 
There  was  a  house  of  later  construction  on  the  adjoining  farm 
lot,  probably  built  by  Johannes  De  Witt  before  the  Revolution, 
which  was  burnt  in  1811,  and  on  whose  site  Nathaniel  G.  Ingra- 
ham  erected  the  present  Judge  Ingraham  house. 

Johannes  Mver,  b.  1671,  m.  Tryntie,  dr.  of  Capt.  Jan  van 
Dalsen,^  and  became  a  large  landholder  ;  his  first  acquisition 
being  a  share  of  Lot  No.  4,  in  the  Div.  of  1691,  drawn  in 

*  Capt.  Jan  Gerritsen  van  Dalsen,  elsewhere  called  de  Vries  (see  pp. 
103, 263),  was  a  ship  carpenter,  and  m.,  1660,  at  New  Amsterdam,  Grietie,  dr. 
of  Teunis  Cray.  After  the  Dutch  lost  N.  Y.  he  lived  somewhere  in  New 
England;  there  hisdr.»  Mrs.  Kiersen,  was  b.  But  coming,  1667,  to  H  — 
for  the  inducement,  possibly,  see  p.348 — he  put  up  a  house,  and  built  one 
or  more  vessels  here.  In  1670  he  sold  his  place  to  Resolved  Waldron,  but 
subsequently  owned  another,  and  appears  among  the  erf-holders.  1681-83, 
having  his  home  here,  and  sailing  an  "open  boat"  out  of  N.  Y.  While 
thus  engaged  he  is  noticed  as  follows  in  the  Council  minutes,  Ian.  28, 
1684  :  'Mohn  de  Vries  desired  that  he  might  have  some  land  at  Harlem. 
They  of  Harlem  said  he  formerly  had  land  and  sold  it ;  he  said  he  bought  it ; 
they  said  it  was  given  to  him,  and  he  was  obliged  to  sell  it  (if  he  paned 
tvith  it)  to  no  stranger.  He,  not  being  able  to  produce  any  witness  or  writ- 
ing of  said  purchase,  it  was  agreed  by  those  of  Harlem  to  give  him  a  piece 
of  ground,  for  him  and  his  children  ;  provided  that  he  should  not  sell  it, 
hut  for  want  of  heirs  it  should  relapse  to  the  township."  After  this  he  and 
Kiersen  got  a  lease  of  the  Great  Maize  Land.  Sec  p.  459.  Capt.  Van  Dal- 
sen subscribes  to  Do.  Selyns'  salary  in  1685  and  *6,  and  was  living  in  1692, 
His  chn.  (omitting  the  first  two,  who  d.  y.)  were,  Teunis.  b.  1664  ;  Gcrritic 
1667,  m.  Jan  Kiersen  ;  Annetie,  1669,  m.  Joh.  Waldron  ;  Peter,  1671 ;  Tryn- 
tie, 1674,.  m.  Joh.  Meyer  ;  Jacob,  1679  ;  Lysbet,  1682  ;  Jannetie,,  1685. 

Teunis  van  Dalsen,  in  an  obituary  published  at  the  time  of  his  death,  is 
stated  to  have  been  **  the  first  male  person  born  in  this  city  (N.  Y.)  after  it 
was  ceded  to  the  English  by  the  Dutch  ;'*  and  with  this  the  family  tradition 
accords.  He  lived  at  H.when  hem.  Sarah, dr.  of  Capt.  loh.  Vermily*.  in 
the  fall  of  1696,  having,  on  May  21,  preceding,  bought  No.  8  of  the  New 
lots  from  Joost  Van  Oblinus.  This  he  sold,  Jan.  i,  1701,  to  Barcnt  and 
Joh.  Waldron,  for  1070  gl.  ;  in  1721  was  a  farmer  at  Mamaroneck,  in  West- 
chester, but  removed  to  Goshen,  Orange  Co.,  where  he  d.,  Aug.  30,  1766, 
je.  102  rrs.  The  Dolsens  of  that  county  are  his  descendants.  They  were 
great  Whigs  in  the  Revolution,  and  from  them  Dolsentown  takes  its  name. 
See  Eager  s  Orange  Co.^  p.  412.  We  are  not  to  confound  with  these  the  nu- 
merous Dolsens  of  Rockland  and  other  counties,  desc.  of  Jan  van  Dalfsen, 
from  Haarlem,  Holland,  who,  bringing  certificates  from  that  place,  with  w.. 
Anna  van  Raasvelt,  joined  the  chh.  in  N.  Y.,Feb.  27,  1702,  He  d.  ten 
or  fifteen  yrs.  later  at  Tappan,  where  he  had  served  as  voorUser, 
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partnership  with  his  fa.,  the  whole  of  which  he  ultimately 
owned.  On  Feb.  21,  1701,  the  Brevoort  farm,  on  Jochem  Pie- 
ters  Hills,  being  Lots  6,  7,  of  1691,  was  purchased  in  his  name, 
and  on  March  11,  1712,  he  bought  of  Derick  Benson,  No.  1, 
New  Lots,  also  once  Brevoort's.  See  p.  485.  Joh.  Myer  drew 
jointly  with  his  mo.  of  the  common  lands  in  1712,  on  his  7^ 
morgen  right,  which  entitled  him  to  just  17  a.  1  q.  22^  r.  They 
agreed  that  he  should  hold  No.  15,  1st  Diy.  (all  but  10  a.  at  the 
lower  end),  with  No.  6,  1691,  and  that  she  should  hold  in  her 
name  the  lots  No.  1  and  7,  aforesaid  ;  however,  on  Nov.  10, 
1713,  she  conveyed  the  10  acres  to  Johannes,  and  in  1715  gave 
him  possession  of  the  No.  1,  New  Lots.  Among  Myer's  pur- 
chases was  Sickels'  lot,  No.  16,  IstDiv.,  on  Mar.  3,  1722.  See 
also  p.  484.  He  bought  114  a.  of  the  Dela vail  lands  from  Abm. 
Gouverneur,  Mar.  25, 1720,  but  Philip  Pipon  reclaimed  this  land, 
on  his  arrival  tlie  next  year.  After  ripon  and  Gouverneur  had 
had  their  claims  settled  by  a  legal  decision,  the  latter  sold  Myer, 
on  May  1,  2,  1725,  the  three  most  southerly  of  the  ^'  Nine  Lots," 
on  Jochem  Pieters  Flat,  with  a  third  of  the  Delavall  drafts  front 
the  common  lands.  Joh.  ultimately  got  a  full  half  of  the  Del- 
avail  drafted  lands ;  for  more  of  which  see  App.  I.  Simon 
Johnson,  assignee  of  Elias  Pipon,  also  sold  him  that  part  of 
**  that  piece  of  land  formerly  belonging  to  the  heirs  of  James 
Carteret,"  which  lay  at  the  west  end  of  the  "  Three  Lots,"  but 
separated  by  the  road,  and  which  Myer  sold  to  John  Sickels, 
Apl.  4,  1754,  called  5  a.  more  or  less  ;  Sickels  the  next  yr.  btiy- 
ing  the  Three  Lots,  when  the  road  was  altered  and  carried 
around  this  niece.     See  p.  445. 

Johannes  Myer  living  to  take  part  in  the  settlement  of  his 
fa.'s  estate  in  1748,  came  in  legal  possession  of  the  homestead 
(No.  4  of  1691),  and  No.  7  of  the  same  allotment  He  then 
gave  his  sons  Jacob  and  John  his  ^  of  No.  9,  1691^  and  of  No, 
15,  3d  Div.,  both  Delavall  land.  In  1750,  he  further  conveved 
to  Jacob  No.  6,  1691,  and  No.  15,  Ist  Div.  On  May  5,  1753, 
he  conveyed  to  Jacob  No.  6,  1691,  and  to  his  other  son  John, 
No.  7,  adjoining  ;  the  latter  sold  his  lot  to  Jacob,  Mar.  21, 
1758.  Johannes  Myer  d.  1755  in  his  S4th  yr.  His  will,  dated 
Feb.  7,  1729,  was  admitted  to  probate  Apl.  5,  1756u  He  de- 
vised all  his  lands,  after  the  d.  or  re-m.  of  his  wid-,  equalljr  to 
his  two  sons,  but  reouired  them  to  satisfy  their  srs.,  by  paying 
each  £100,  so  that  all  should  have  an  equal  share  of  his  estate. 
The  drs.  were  Jamietie,  b.  ab.  1705,  m.  Resolved  Waldron  ; 
Maria,  b.  1711,  m.  Aaron  Bussing,  and  Elizabeth,  b.  1714, 
who  m.  Petrus  Waldron. 

John  Myer,  m.,  by  license  of  Julv  20,  1738,  Cornelia,  dr.  of 
John  Delamater.  He  was  constable  in  1740-1.  In  the  di- 
vision of  their  inheritance,  between  him  and  his  br.  Jacob, 
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John  obtained  the  *' Three  Lots,"  which  he  and  wife  sold, 
Oct.  1755,  to  John  Sickels,  and  which  subsequently  formed 
the  well-known  Richard  Harrison  and  Gabriel  Furman  tracts. 
John  Myer's  home  was  afterward  on  west  side  of  Kingsbridge 
Road,  near  Breakneck  Hill  (on  (jot  16,  1st  Div.,  reaching  from 
140th  to  145th  Streets,  and  part  of  Lot  9  of  1691,  in  the  rear, 
in  all  about  20  a.  which  had  fallen  to  his  share),  and  here  be 
kept  a  public-house  till  his  d.  in  1773,  at  ab.  the  ace  of  57  yrs. 
A  second  w.  Amy  survived  him.  He  had  chn.  John,  Adolph, 
Catharine,  etc.  Catharine  m.,  in  1770,  Jonathan  Randell,  auc. 
of  the  worthy  H.  family  of  that  name.* 

Jacob  Myer,  eldest  son  of  Joh.  and  Tryntie,  was  b.  Mar.  26, 
1709,  and  m.  Aeltie,  dr.  of  Peter  Bussing.  By  lease  and  release 
from  Simon  Johnson  and  otliers,  trustees  of  Elias  Pipon,  dated 
Feb.  11,  12,  1741,  Jacob  Myer  came  to  own  that  part  of  the 
Delavall  estate  called  the  Six  Lots,  with  two  thirds  of  the  ad- 
jacent Carteret  Lot.  This  purchase,  with  the  adjoining  Lot 
No.  1,  New  Lots,  which  Jacoo  received  from  his  fa.,  gave  him 
that  large  square  tract  since  known  as  the  Myer  farm,  boundiDg 
upon  the  Harlem  River,  its  lower  angle  on  128th  Street  ^ust 
west  of  7th  Avenue ;  its  upper  angle  on  139th  Street,  a  little 
east  of  6th  Avenue.  The  fine  large  tract  on  the  heights  which 
Joh.  Myer  had  gotten  from  Brevoort  came,  as  we  have  seen, 
to  be  vested  in  Jacob,  and  reached  (where  intersected  by  the 
Bloomingdale  branch  of  the  Kingsbridge  Road)  from  just  below 
196th  Street  to  139th  Street  His  son  John  added  the  Bussing 
lot,  next  north,  28  a.,  by  deeds  dated  1790  and  179-1.  Jacob 
Myer  at  forty  yrs.  of  age  was  a  prominent  man  in  the  town, 
and  at  a  later  period  its  treasurer.  He  d.  Nov.  25,  1758,  leav- 
ing  all  his  property  to  his  wid.,  who  survived  till  1765,  when 
his  son  John,  b.  1731,  came  in  possession,  either  under  his 
mo.  's  will,  or  as  heir-at-law.  John,  provided  in  his  will  for  an 
unm.  sr.  Rebecca,  who  lived  with  him. 

John  Myer  was  many  years  town  clerk,  we  believe  the  last 
holding  that  office  here.  He  m.  Eve,  dr.  of  John  Dykman, 
who  d.  in  her  78th  yr.,  Nov.  1,  1809.  He  d.  ae.  86  yrs.,  Feb. 
23,  1817.  From  Johannes,  if  not  from  Adolph  the  anc.  down, 
this  branch  of  the  family  all  occupied  the  old  stone  house  which 
stood,  till  of  late  at  the  northern  angle  of  Lot  4,  of  1691,  at 
the  junction  of  the  two  roads  ;  or  to  otherwise  locate  it,  aboat 

♦  Jonathan  Randell  came  from  Greenwich.  Conn.,  beinjf  by  trade  a  car- 
penter. After  his  m.  he  lived  for  some  time  upon  Harlem  Heights,  but  on 
Nov.  29,  1784,  purchased  RandelPs  Island  for  £2400,  and  by  his  energy 
and  industry  as  a  farmer  paid  for  it  in  ten  yrs.  Here  he  resided,  greatly 
respected,  till  his  d.,  at  the  age  of  88  yrs.,  Jan.  17.,  1830.  Leavirfg  this 
fine  property  to  his  heirs,  these  sold  it,  five  yrs.  later,  to  the  Corporation 
of  K  Y.,  for  tsofioo. 
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an  hundred  and  fifty  feet  west  of  8th  Avenue,  on  the  lower  side 
of  131st  Street  John  Myer's  chn.  were,  1.  Jacob,  b.  Apl.  23, 
1757,  d.  Oct.  29,  1813,  m.  twice,  and  was  fa.  of  the  late  Peter 
Myer,  John  Myer,  Phebe,  Mercy,  who  m.  Smith  Valentine,  and 
Eve,  who  m.  Frederick  Dyckman  and  Edward  Riker  ;  2.  Peter, 
b.  Aug.  9,  1761,  d.  Mar.  4,  1834,  m.  Mrs.  Sarah  Westervelt,  his 
chn.  being  Eva-Maria,  who  m.  Capt  Joseph  P.  Dean,  Cornelia- 
Frances,  who  m.  John  J.  Deitz,  and  Abranam  Dyckman  Myer, 
fa.  of  Mary-Matilda,  now  w.  of  Dr.  Wm.  T.  Lusk,  and  Anna- 
Maria,  w.  of  Orlando  Lines ;  3.  John-Dyckman,  b.  Dec.  25, 
1759,  d.  May  15,  1802,  and  fa.  of  John,  b.  Sept.  9,  1783,  m. 
and  lived  at  Hackensack  (fa.  of  John  Myer,  of  Boonton,  N.  J.), 
Gilbert,  b.  Sept.  14,  1785,  Hannah,  b.  June  25,  1794,  m.  David 
D.  Myer,  of  Fishkill,  and  Peter,  b.  Nov.  15, 1800  ;  4.  Abraham, 
b.  Jan.  20,  1767,  d.  unm.  Apl.  2,  1819  ;  and  5.  Garret,  b.  Mar. 
20,  1775,  m.  Jane  Bogert,  Dec.  18, 1799,  d.  Jan.  6, 1860,  resided 
at  Hackensack;  issue,  John  G.,  b.  Aug.  30,  1800,  d.  Mar.  15, 
1834,  m.  Ellen  Kip,  no  heirs ;  Harriet,  b.  June  7,  1803,  d.  Oct. 
23,  1873,  m.  John  C.  Z.  Anderson,  and  Bobert  C.  A.  Ward  ;  and 
Eve,  b.  June  11,  1807,  d.  April  17,  1859,  m.  Adolf  W.  Camp- 
bell 


NAGEL 

JoHK  Nagel  has  no  desc.  of  the  naine  at  H.,  though  yet  to 
be  found  in  Rockland  Co.  and  other  localities.  *  The  name  is  now 
oftener  written  Naale,  or  Naugle,  the  last  exi)res8ing  its  original 
sonnd.    Jan  Nagel,  having  been  "  a  soldier  in  the  service  of  the 

♦  Jan  Gerritsen  Hagel— Hagel  is  often  written  for  Nagel  in  our  early 
records,  a  mistake  easily  made — was  a  passenger  by  the  ship  Faith,  which 
left  Amsterdam  Dec.  23,  1660,  bringing  also  the  Molenaor  and  Bush  anc. 
Prior  to  this  date  our  Nagel  is  not  named,  while  another  Jan  Nagel  of  that 
period,  whom  we  shall  presently  notice,  had  just  died,  and  therefore  was 
not  the  passenger  referred  to.  Was  this  passenger  our  Nagel  ?  As  against 
it,  apparently,  Nagel  calls  neither  of  his  sons  Gerrit,  but  his  eldest.  Barent, 
which  would  indicate  that  his  own  patronj^mic  was  Barentsen^  judging  from 
common  usage.  In  such  case,  and  considering  his  relations  to  the  Wal- 
drons.  he  might  be  taken  for  a  br.  of  Tanneke  Barents  Nagel.  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  those  relations  may  have  been  alone  due  to  his  marriage  with 
Rebecca  Waldron,  and  the  child's  name,  Barent,  have  come  from  her  br. 
Barent.  Further,  we  notice  that  Nagel,  though  a  chh.-mem.,  is  not  en- 
rolled on  the  very  full  register  extant,  either  as  Hagel,  Nagel,  or  Barent- 
sen,  while  the  name  Jan  Gerritsen  occurs  twice,  at  the  same  date  with 
those  of  persons  uniting,  from  Harlem,  in  1670  and  1673.  The  presump- 
tion is  that  one  of  these  was  Nagel,  and  renders  probable  his  identity  with 
the  emigrant  of  1660.  But  with  the  uncertainty  as  to  our  Nagel's  patro- 
nymic, whether  Gerritsen  or  Barentsen — or  again,  since  he  called  his  second 
«on  John,  whether  he  may  not  have  been  a  son  ot  Sergt.  Jan  Nagel,  here- 
after mentioned — we  will  not  assume  to  decide  the  question. 
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honorable  West  India  Company,"  up  to  the  surrender  to  the  Eng- 
lish, in  1664,  then  quit  the  service  and  retired  in  disgust  to  K, 
with  avowed  intention  to  leave  the  country.  He  saw  fit  to  re- 
main, but  was  slow  in  becoming  reconciled  to  the  English  rale, 
nis  first  essay  as  a  freeholder  and  m.  with  Rebecca  Waldron 
(see  p.   298)  require  no  further  notice.      On  the  division,  in 

1677,  of  the  lands  bought  jointly  with  John  Delamater  (see  pp. 
303,  603),  Nagel  took  lot  No.  6,  Jochem  Pieters  Flat,  with  out- 
garden  No.  13,  and  half  the  meadows.  In  1679  he  bought  the 
adjoining  garden.  No.  14,  with  the  dwelling-house  on  it  (see  p. 
396),  which  he  may  have  occupied  theroMter.     On  Aug.  16, 

1678,  he  bought  a  third  lot  on  Jochem  Pieters.  See  App.  E. 
His  acquisitions  at  Sputyen  Duyvel  have  been  noticed,  pp.  383, 
386.  In  1675  Nagel  was  chosen  deacon,  and  he  seems  to  have 
been  a  man  of  sterling  principles.  Owing  probably  to  his  known 
dislike  of  the  English  government,  his  nomination  for  oflBce  was 
several  times  rejected  by  the  Mayor's  Court,  but  at  length  he  was 
confirmed  as  constable  in  1677,  and  later  served  twice  as  com- 
missioner. He  died  in  1689.  The  next  year  his  wid,  became 
the  w.  of  Jolin  Dyckman,  then  of  Spuyten  Duyvel,  and  there 
they  were  m.  Their  marriage  contract,  made  at  Harlefn,  May 
12,  1690,  says  :  "  As  it  is  found  by  the  testament  of  Jan  Nagel 
that  his  surviving  children  should  receive  the  exact  half  of  nis 
estate,  part  of  wnich  is  lying  here  at  this  dorp^  and  the  other 
part  at  Spuyten  Duyvel,  but,  as  is  thought,  liie  part  of  the 
aforesaid  estate  lying  at  the  dorp  is  the  greater  part ;  yet  Re- 
becca Waldron  assigns  to  her  childi*en  by  Jan  N^el  deceased,  all 
that  is  situated  and  lying  here  at  this  dorp."  These  lands,  for 
a  time,  stood  in  tlie  name  of  her  son  Barent.  Four  of  Navel's 
chn.  d.  y.,  viz.,  Barent,  b.  1671 ;  Jannetie,  b.  1672 ;  Jacobus, 
b.  1683,  and  William,  b.  1689.  His  other  chn.  were  John,  b. 
1675  ;  Anna-Catrina,  b.  1676,  m.  Johannes  Berck,  of  Albany ; 
Barent,  b.  1678  ;  Johanna,  b.  1680,  m.  William  Waldron ;  Deb- 
orah, b.  1684,  m.   Robert  Westgate;and  Resolved,  b.  1687.* 

*  Jan  Nagel — not  ours,  for  he,  as  well  as  Dyckman,  had  a  contempo- 
rary of  like  name — was  also  a  soldier ;  but  nothing  is  found  to  prove  a 
relationship  between  the  two  Nagels,  or  anv  intercourse  between  the  fam- 
ilies. S^rg^t.  Nagel  was  from  Limborg,  ana  is  called  an  OosUrling.  After 
five  years  or  more  of  military  service  at  New  Amsterdam,  he  in.  Grietie 
Dircks,  in  1653.  It  may  be  that  he  had  had  a  former  w.  in  Europe,  as  in 
his  marriage  record  the  customary  mention  whether  he  was  a  young  man  or 
widower  is  omitted.  It  was  usual  for  persons  coming  out  as  soldiers  to 
leave  their  family  at  home.  His  present  w.  was  a  dr.  of  Dirck  Volkertsen, 
Norman,  of  Bushwick,  and  her  uncle,  John  Vinge,  was  the  first  male  person 
born  in  the  State  of  N.  ¥.♦    Grietie  was  the  young  wid.  of  Nagel's  fellow- 

*  Is  there  not  room  to  distrust  the  accuracy  of  the  Labadist  travellen  as  to  John 
Vinge's  age  ?  {Dankers  and  Sluyttr's  Jour.^  p.  1x4)  inasmuch  as  he— find  an  older 
sister,  Rachel,  b.  in  Europe,  and  afterward  w.  of  Comelis  van  Tienhoren— were 
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Barent  Kagel  was  constable  at  H.  in  1709.  He  and  Besolved 
went  to  Rockland  Co,,  where,  in  1710,  they  had  purchased  1000  a. 
of  land  from  Lancaster  Sims.  Besolved  Joined  tne  chh.  at  Hack- 
ensack,  on  certificate  from  Harlem,  in  1713,  and  that  yr.  m.  Clara, 
dn  of  Gerrit  Lydecker  (son  of  Ryck  Leydecker,  of  Bush  wick),  by 
whom  he  had  issue,  Eebecca,  whom.  Teunis  van  Houten  ;  Miza- 
bethy  m.  Stephanus  Stevenson  ;  Marritiey  m.  Petrus  van  Houten  ; 
Catrinay  m.  Roelof  \an  Houten  ;  Janneke,  and  Cornelia,  who 
m.  Arie  Arieanse.  Resolved,  in  1729,  was  elder  and  trustee  at 
Orangetown.  Barent  Nagel,  br.  of  Resolved,  was  a  justice  of 
the  peace  in  1731.  His  w.  was  Sarah  Kiersen,  by  whom  he  had 
JohUy  William^  Uendrich  and  Jacob,  besides  drs.  Rebecca,  who 
m.  Gerrit  Bruyn,  Sarah,  m.  Peter  Oblinus,  and  Johanna.  Of 
the  sons,  Jacob,  b.  1729,  m.  Margaret  Lozier.  Hendrick,  b. 
1718,  m.  Catliarine  Blauvelt  and  Mary  De  Clerk,  and  by  the 
first  had,  besides  drs.,  sons  John,  b.  1751,  who  m.  Elizabeth 
Riker  ;  Isaac,  b.  1 753,  who  m.  Maria  Ariaense,  and  Barent,  also 
b.  1753,  who  m.  Maria  Benson,  and  was  deacon  at  Tappan  in 

soldier,  Sergt  Jan  Hermans  Schut,  m.  but  three  yrs.  before,  and  lately 
murdered  by  the  Indians,  leaving  her  with  a  ch.,  Phebe,  b.  165 1,  afterward 
w.  of  the  Comelyea  2Xiz.  (See  p.  227.)  By  Nagel  she  had  two  chn.,  viz., 
Juriaen,  b.  1653,  and  Christina,  b.  1655.  Nagel  was  enrolled  as  a  burgher, 
Apl.  13,  1657,  but  d.  soon  alter,  and  in  1658  his  wid.  m.  Barent  Ger- 
ritsen.  Christina  m.  Wm.  Aertsen,  of  N.  Y.  Juriaen  Nagel,  b.  in  N.  Y., 
but  living  at  Bushwick,  m.  1679  Jannetie,  dr.  of  Philip  Langelaan.  That 
yr.  Mrs.  Nagel  joined  the  chh.  at  N.  Y.,  as  did  Juriaen  in  1683,  when  they 
went  to  live  there,  but  subsequently  returned,  and,  in  1695,  transferred 
their  connection  to  the  Bushwick  chh.  Nagel,  in  1689  and  '90,  served  22 
months  as  a  soldier  under  Leisler.  How  his  independence  revolted  at  the 
official  exactions  of  his  time  appears  from  an  incident  in  Stiles*  Brooklyn^ 
2:352,  where  he  is  called  HagelL  He  served  as  deacon  at  Bushwick,  and 
look  part  in  building  the  new  chh.  there  in  1706 ;  then  owning  a  farm  of 
95  a.  He  died  in  1732.  His  chn.  were  John,  b.  1679,  d.  y. ;  Philippus^  b. 
1682 ;  Margaret,  b.  16S4,  who  m.  Conselyea  and  Covert  ;  Jacobus^  b.  1687  ; 
Benjamin^  b,  1690;  John.h.  1695  ;  and  Cornelia^  b.  1697,  who  m.  Andries 
Stockholm.  In  Lieut,  Philippus  Nagel,  the  military  taste  still  showed 
itself.  He  settled  in  Flatbush,  and  was  supervisor  in  1719,  constable  1731, 
c(C.  By  his  w.  Anna,  whom  he  m.  in  1703,  he  had  sons  Jurian,  Cornelius, 
and  Philip,  beside  drs.  Philip  was  long  a  judge  of  Kings  Co.,  and  county 
treasurer.  He  d.  May  11,  1797,  aged  84  yrs.  See  Strong's  Flatbush, 
Some  of  this  family  early  migrated  to  Bucks  Co.,  Pa.,  and  have  desc.  in 
and  about  Philadelphia. 

minors,  and  yet  to  be  educated  and  put  to  trades,  on  the  date  of  Apl.  jo,  163a,  when 
their  mo.,  Adriana  Cuvilly,  contracted  a  second  m.  with  Jan  Jansen  Damen.  N.  Y. 
CoL  AfSS.,  i..  6.  On  the  assumption  that  John's  birth  was  as  early  as  1614,  eleven 
yeeurs  must  have  transpired  (a  remarkable  interval  if  there  were  fomilies  here  thus 
early)  before  a  girl  was  bom,  that  girl  being  Sarah  Rapelye.  Our  opinion  is  that 
Gulian  ving'S  came  over  with  the  first  Walloon  colonists  in  1623,  and  that  his  son 
John  was  b.  in  that  or  the  ensuing  year.  It  might  otherwise  have  been  rather  stale 
news  which  was  sent  to  Holland,  Sept.  33,  1626,  that  "  the  wqmen  also  have  borne 
some  diildren  here."  Col.  Hist.  N.  K,  1.,  37.  What  has  been  said  on  p.  130  must 
be  oar  apology  for  alluding  to  this  matter.  Vinge  was  an  anc.  of  Golian  C.  Verplanck. 
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1783.  William^  b.  1716,  m.  Lena  Alger ;  issne,  Rebecca,  b. 
1755,  Bareiit,  b.  1762.  John  Nagel,  b.  ab.  1709,  m.  Elizabeth 
Blauveltand  Magdalena  Nage].  By  the  first  he  had  issae,  Sarah, 
b.  Jan.  18,  1731 ;  John,  b.  July  11,  1733  ;  Barent,  b.  Nov.  2, 
1734;  Catharine,  b.  Aug.  16,  1736;  Maria,  b.  Mar.  2,  1738; 
Elizabeth,  b.  Oct.  11,  1739  ;  Hendrick,  b.  Aug.  14,  1741,  and 
David,  b.  Sept.  4,  1750.  David  m.  Dirkie  Haring,  and  Barent 
m.  Jannetie  Westervelt ;  John  m.  1756  Elizabeth  Lydeeker— 
issue,  Magdalena,  b.  Dec.  19,  1760  ;  Maria,  b.  Oct.  18,  1762 ; 
Catharine,  b.  Sept.  9,  1764  ;  John,  b.  Oct.  6,  1766  ;  Gerrit,  b. 
Oct.  26,  1768,  and  Elizabeth,  b.  Jan.  11,  1771.  But  we  leave 
to  others  to  complete  these  Rockland  branches. 

John  Na^el,  second,  of  H.,  was  taught  to  weave  by  Abm. 
Delamontanio.  lie  m.  Jan.  2,  1708,  Magdalena  Dyckman,  and 
on  Nov.  10,  1719,  became  sole  owner  of  the  paternal  lands,  by 
deed  from  his  bra.  and  srs.  ;  Jacob  Dyckman  and  his  sr.,  Mrs. 
Iladley,  also  joining  in  the  conveyance.  On  May  15,  1729,  and 
June  9,  1744,  Nagel  and  Dyckman  passed  partition  deeds.  See 
Dyckman  family.  In  1736  Nagel  built  him  a  stone  dwelling, 
which  continued  to  be  the  residence  of  the  family,  and  is  that 
yet  standing  on  the  bank  of  Harlem  River  at  213th  Street,  and 
known  as  the  "  Century  House."  Nagel  was  constable  in  1712, 
signed  the  Mill  Camp  grant  in  1738,  and  deeds  given  for  com- 
mon lands,  sold  in  1747.  His  will,  made  when  "  far  advanced 
in  years,'*  Dec.  14,  1754,  was  proved  Oct.  11,  1763.  He  had 
three  sons,  John^  Jacob,  and  WiUiafn,  all  of  whom  d.  bachelors ; 
John,  at  the  age  of  70  yrs.,  in  1786,  Jacob  in  1806,  and  William 
in  1808.  He  also  had  four  dra.,  viz.,  Rebecca,  m.  1737  Hen- 
drick Post ;  Magdalena,  m.  in  1754  her  cousin  John  Nagel,  of 
Tappan  ;  Deborah,  m.  Benjamin  Waldron,  and  Catharine,  imm. 

The  Nagel  estate  descended  b^  devise  from  the  other  brs.  to 
William,  the  youngest,  who  in  his  will,  dated  Auff.  31, 1806,  left 
all  his  property  to  his  four  nephews,  Hendrick,  Dennis,  and 
Abraham  Post,  and  Henry  Tison,  and  to  his  niece  Lena  Post, 
living  with  him.  Making  ample  provision,  in  money,  for  Abm. 
and  Lena  Post,  he  distributed  the  real  estate  as  follows  :  To 
Hendrick  Post,  ''  the  upper  lot  of  land  of  my  farming,  running 
from  the  Post  Road  to  Harlem  River  ;  likewise  the  opposite  lot 
of  land  running  from  the  Post  Road  westerly  to  Spuyten  Duy- 
vel  Creek,  with  the  salt  meadow  joining  to  the  said  lot  on  Spny- 
ten  Duyvel  Creek  ;  likewise  that  lot  of  land  adjoining  said  lot, 
bounded  north  to  land  of  Caleb  Hyatt,  near  Kinffsbridge  ;  also 
two  lots  of  woodland,  the  one  adjoining  the  Fishing  Rock,  at 
the  North  River,  the  other  the  last  lot  of  woodland  adjoining 
Spuyten  Duvvel  Creek."  To  Dennis  Post,  "all  the  lands  be- 
longing to  the  Homestead  whereon  I  live,  except  about  ten  rods 
square  of  the  burying  ground,  with  free  access  from  the  road  to 
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the  same  for  interments  ;  also  the  Clove  lot  of  woodland  ;  also 
that  lot  of  land  known  by  the  name  of  the  Barrick,  with  the 
three  Huckleberry  Islands^  and  the  salt  meadow  called  Min- 
dersche  Fly.'*  To  Henry  TisoUy  **the  house  and  lot  of  land 
whereon  John  Oblenis  now  lives,  and  a  woodlot  lying  between  the 
lots  belonging  to  Jacobus  Dyckman,  joining  the  North  River  ; 
also  a  lot  of  salt  meadow  lying  near  the  Round  Meadow  Creek, 
three  acres,  more  or  less.'^  He  empowered  his  executors  to  sell 
hia  meadow,  lying  on  the  other  side  of  Harlem  River,  opposite 
his  bouse. 


OBLENIS. 

JoosT  Oblikus,  or,  as  his  autograph  is,  Van  Oblinus,  being 
the  person  named  in  the  patents  of  Nicolls  and  Don^an,  was  the 
son  of  Joost,  who  bought  out  the  heirs  of  Philip  Casier,  Nov.  8, 
1663  (see  pp.  220,  227),  and  who  with  his  wife  Martina  and  a 
younger  son  soon  after  disappear  from  our  records.  Probably 
they  returned  to  Europe,  wnere  some  of  the  chn.  seem  to  have 
remained  ;  as  in  a  letter  written  by  the  younger  Joost,  after  the 
English  took  N.  Y.,  to  his  "  virtuous,  well-beloved  brother  and 
sisters'' — the  first  of  whom  he  calls  Jan  van  Oblinus — he  savs  : 
**  Know,  my  beloved  brother,  that  we  are  here  in  a  land  before 
this  called  New  Netherland  and  now  New  England,  by  the  Eng- 
lish mastered,  being  to  the  injury  of  our  Dutch  nation,''  etc. 
Joost,  second,  succeeded  to  his  fa. 'e  property  aforesaid,  and  made 
large  additions  thereto  ;  see  pp.  300,  373,  379,  384,  390,  and 
the  App.  It  was  a  deserved  tribute  to  his  worth  when  in  1666 
he  was  made  a  magistrate,  and  soon  after  one  of  the  five  pat- 
entees. To  the  former  office  he  was  often  chosen,  besides  serving 
as  deacon  and  elder,  and  it  was  his  peculiar  fortune  to  be  the 
last  survivor  of  the  Nicolls  patentees.  Mr.  Van  Oblinus  d.  in 
1706.  He  had,  by  his  wife  Maria  Sammis,  sons  Peter,  John,  and 
Hendrick,  and  drs.  Maria,  w.  of  Thomas  Tourneur,  and  Josyn- 
tie,  who  ni.  Teunis  Corssen  in  1702,  and  Isaac  Vermilye  in 
1707. 

Peter  van  Oblienis,  as  he  wrote  his  surname,  was  b.  at  Mann- 
heim in  1662,  the  yr.  before  his  parents  emigrated.  He  was 
bred  a  weaver.  At  nineteen  yrs.  of  age  he  became  a  chh.-mem., 
afterward  serving  many  times  as  deacon  and  elder,  and  for  most 
of  his  life,  protracted  to  over  80  yrs.,  took  the  lead  in  all  the 
affairs  both  of  the  chh.  and  town.  On  June  8,  1685,  he  was 
joined  in  m.  by  Do.  Selyns,  to  Cornelia,  dr.  of  Jiesolved  Wal- 
dron.  Three  jrrs.  later,  namely,  on  Apl.  21,  1688,  he  bargained 
with  Jan  Delamater  for  the  house  and  lot  in  the  village,  origi- 
nally Jaques  Cresson's,  for  400  gl.,  and  on  the  same  date  his  fa. 
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leased  Delamater's  lots  on  V^an  Keulen's  Hook,  Nos.  10  to  12, 
next  his  own.  This  resulted.  May  10,  1690,  in  an  exchange  of 
property,  Delamater  giving  Peter  Oblinns  1100  cl.  and  deeds  for 
these  three  lots  and  the  Cresson  plaoe,  and  laMng  a  deed  for 
the  farm  on  Hoorn's  Hook.  Oblienis  sold  the  house  and  lot  to 
Jacques  Toumeur,  Aug.  7,  1691  ;  his  fa.  turning  over  to  him 
three  erveny  two  originally  bought  from  the  estates  of  Casier 
and  Ears  tens,  and  one  (joining  the  Karstens  lot),  gotten  by 
Joost  from  Lubbert  Gerritsen,  in  exchange  for  another  bought 
of  the  Casiers.  Peter  sold  the  Karstens  and  Gerritsen  lots  to 
Capt.  Joh.  Benson.  See  p.  482.  In  the  division  of  1691  Peter 
van  Oblienis  drew  Lot  No.  20,  being  10  morgen,  **  by  the  Round 
Meadow  ;'^  and  the  town  gave  him  a  deed  for  it  March  21, 1701. 
On  Sept.  19  ensuing  he  conveyed  it  to  Bastiaen  Kortright,  in 
whose  family  it  remained  till  after  tho  Revolution.  It  formed  a 
part  of  the  late  Dyckman  "  Fort  George  Tract."  See  p.  297. 
On  Aug.  24,  1705,  Joost  van  Oblinus,  being  near  his  last  days, 
conveyed  to  Peter,  for  £425  : 

AUi  his  cei'tain  dwelling  house,  barn  and  orchard,  in  the  Town  of 
Harlem  aforesaid,  being  formerly  called  four  lots,  and  containing  be- 
tween two  and  three  acres  of  ground,  lying  between  the  lot  of  Arent 
Harmense  and  the  Town  lot  ;  AUo  three  lots  of  land  in  said  Town  lying 
together,  having  the  lot  of  said  Peter  van  Oblienis  joining  to  the  east- 
ward, and  the  lot  of  Metje  Cornelisse  adjoining  to  the  westward  ;  Alto 
another  lot  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  Harlem  aforesaid,  lying  between 
two  lots  belonging  to  Barent  !N«gel ;  AUo  a  piece  of  meadow  joining  to 
the  meadow  which  did  formerly  belong  to  Thomas  Delavall ;  Alw  an- 
other piece  of  meadow  at  Spuyten  Duyvel,  joining  meadow  of  Johannes 
Waldron  ;  A%  dUo  all  his  right  in  the  undivided  l^ds  imder  the  Patents 
of  Nicolls  and  Dongan. 

The  homestead  named  in  this  deed,  and  where  Peter  after- 
ward lived,  comprised  four  of  the  huyten  tuynetiy  or  out-gardens, 
being  Nos.  12  to  15  ;  the  three  lots  of  land  were  Nos.  13  to  15 
of  Van  Keulen's  Hook,  and  the  lot  described  as  between  two  of 
Barent  Nagel,  was  No.  7  Jochem  Pieters.  The  next  day  Peter 
conveyed  to  his  br.  Hendrick  the  meadow  at  Spuyten  Duyvel, 
and  htdf  the  right  in  the  undivided  common  lands  named  in 
said  deed  from  his  fa.  But  after  the  d.  of  Joost,  the  brs.  and 
srs.  of  Peter  gave  him,  Sept.  6,  1706,  a  quitclaim  of  all  the 
property  covered  by  the  deed  from  his  fa.,  which  restored  the 
whole  to  Peter  again,  and  hence  he  is  credited  in  the  quit-rent  list 
of  May  24,  1708,  with  his  fa.'s  full  rights  ;  saving  one  ^Wght 
.then  held  by  John  and  Hendrick,  but  in  1712  by  John  alone. 

As  eldest  son  and  heir  of  the  last  survivor  of  the  Nicolls  pat- 
entees, Peter  van  Oblienis  held  a  commanding  position,  when  the 
great  division  of  the  common  lands  was  m^e  in  1712,  all  the 
deeds  for  which  had  to  have  liis  approval  and  signature.     Those 
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allotments  lay  in  four  general  divisions,  and  in  each  of  the  four 
every  freeholder  drew  a  lot,  which  were  scattered  from  94th 
Street  to  Sherman's  Creek.  Oblienis  alone  enjoyed  the  privi- 
lege of  drawing  his  four  shares  in  one  parcel,  and  this  he  located 
at  an  intermediate  point  near  Fort  Washington,  adjoining  the 
farm  of  his  br.  Hendrick,  to  whom  he  sold  it.  Before  this  date, 
as  we  conclude,  Peter  had  secured  for  his  own  special  use  and 
behoof  the  100  acres  lying  at  Manhattanville  (since  of  Lorillard 
and  others),  of  which  he  was  certainly  the  recognized  owner  in 
1712.  S^  App.  J.  The  adjoining  meadow,  called  Moertje 
Davids  Fly,  Oblienis  must  have  gotten  from  his  brs. -in-law, 
Samuel  and  Johannes  Waldron,  to  whom  it  had  been  sold  Jan. 
15,  1702,  by  their  br.  Barent.  On  Oct.  18,  1715,  Abm.  Gouver- 
neur  conveyed  him  a  piece  of  the  adjoining  Delavall  woodland, 
being  a  part  of  No.  8,  1st  Div.  In  1718  Oblienis  transferred  all 
his  lands  in  H.  to  Samuel  Waldron,  reserving  only  10  a.,  not  till 
then  named  in  the  tax  lists,  and  not  located  with  entire  cer- 
tainty, but  we  believe  forming  the  island  adjoining  to  Gloudie's 
Point  and  Oblienis'  meadows.  This  also  he  passed  to  Waldron 
two  jrs.  after ;  but  in  1728  Oblienis  regained  possession  of  his 
lands,  said  10  a.  only  excepted.  Certain  suits  brought  against 
him,  at  this  period,  may  explain  these  transfers. 

Peter  van  Oblienis,  who  d.  in  1743,  left  no  chn.,  though 
twice  m.,  his  last  w.  being  Agnietie,  wid.  of  William  Brett, 
whom  he  survived,  and  of  whose  six  chn.  by  Brett  he  made 
kind  remembrance  in  his  will,  dated  Sept.  20,  1742,  when  he  was 
in  health.  He  further  left  his  niece,  Tanneke  Benson,  £50,  to 
his  *'  well-beloved  brother  Hendrick,  one  British  shilling,"  and 
his  whole  estate  otherwise  to  his  nephew,  Peter  Waldron  ;  to 
whom,  on  the  same  date,  in  consideration  of  good  causes  and 
£700,  he  gave  a  deed  for  the  real  estate,  all  therein  described. 
Deeds,  Sec.  of  State's  Off.,  Lib.  26  :  219.  This  deed  did  not 
cover  the  two  home-lots  (4  a.),  on  the  north  side  of  the  Church 
Lane,  bought  by  Oblienis  from  Laurens  Jansen,  and  since  Ches* 
terman's,  nor  the  lot  on  Jochem  Pieters  Flat ;  but  all  these,  if 
not  already  sold  to  Waldron,  he  must  have  taken  under  the  will, 
which  was  proved  Jan.  17,  1744. 

John  Oblienis,  br.  of  Peter,  was  made  poundmaster  in  1699, 
but  took  no  prominence  in  town  affairs.  He  made  .weavers' 
reeds,  and  was  apparently  well  to  do,  owning  a  house  and  lot  in 
Smith  (now  Cedar)  Street,  which  he  bought  Mar.  27,  1707,  and 
an  er/*at  H.  village,  on  which  he  and  Marcus  Tiobaut  drew  land 
together,  in  1712.  Marcus'  step-son,  John  Lewis,  became  the 
owner  in  1714.  See  notes,  pp.  390, 442, 517,  and  App.  J.  That 
Oblienis  purposely  had  nothing  to  do  with  making  the  4  Divi- 
sions, in  which  his  br.  Peter  bore  so  important  a  part,  would 
appear  from  his  not  signing  the  preliminary  agreements,  nor 
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any  of  tlie  patentee  deeds.  He  subscribed  to  articles  of  May  2, 
1713,  by  wnich  the  freeholders  bound  themselves  to  p^  their 
proportions  of  quit-rent,  and  to  defend  their  titles.  He  d.  at 
H.,  in  1717,  without  issue.  We  judge  favorably  of  his  charac- 
ter and  tastes  from  the  items  in  his  inventory  :  "  The  Book  of 
Martyrs  in  Dutch ;  a  Dutch  Psalm  Book,  with  silver  clasps ; 
one  book  of  poetry,  one  book  of  historv  called  Buphemey  one 
book  of  Common  Prayer."  In  his  will,  dated  May  11,  and 
proved  Aug.  10,  of  thatyr.,  he  made  various  bequests  of  £25, 

fEive  others  gold  rings,  to  br.  Peter  a  shilling,  to  br.  Hendrick 
is  clothing  and  sleigh,  and  the  rest  of  his  estate  equally  to 
"  brother  Hendrick  Oblienis,  Mary  Alderick,  and  Josantia  Ver- 
millia."  The  last  was  his  sr.,  but  if  Mary  Alderick  was,  she 
must  have  m.  again  after  the  d.  of  her  hus.,  Toumeur,  and  we 
notice  that  Laurens  Jansen's  w.  was  commonly  called  Mary 
Aldricks. 

John  Oblienis'  lands  stood  in  his  name,  intact,  for  thirty 
years,  his  br.  Hendrick  and  br.-in-law  Vermilye,  named  as  his 
executors,  in  the  mean  time  paying  Mary  Alderick  **  her  propor- 
tion." On  Nov.  17,  1747,  John  Komer  bought  lot  No.  11,  2d 
Div.,  being  6  a.  9  r.,  from  Isaac  Vermilye  and  Johannes  Oble- 
nis,  the  last  acting  instead  of  his  fa.  Hendrick,  then  dec.  His 
lot  9,  Ist  Div.,  was  sold  to  Adolph  Myer,  but  those  in  3d  and  4th 
Div.,  held  in  common  with  John  Liewis,  who  sold  his  shares  to 
Dr.  Paterson,  we  have  not  traced  later  than  1753. 

Hendrick  Oblienis,  b.  1672,  m.  in  1692  Jannetie,  dr.  of  John 
Tibout,  and  was  the  only  son  of  Joost  who  left  desc.  He  bore 
his  part  in  town  affairs,  being  constable  in  1705,  etc.  His  fa. 
gave  him  his  allotment  of  1691,  being  No.  19,  containing  22} 
morgen,  "  upon  the  south  end  of  the  Long  Hill,"  or  just  below 
Fort  Washington.  Here  he  had  built  and  was  living  when  his 
fa.  d.  In  1712  he  added  the  larger  tract  adjoining,  as  before 
stated  (see  App.  J.),  and  which  increased  his  farm  to  130  a., 
salt  meadows  excluded.  In  1709  he  was  a  petitioner,  with 
others,  for  1500  a.  of  land  in  the  Highlands.  At  his  d.  in 
1745,  his  fine  property  in  H.  passed  to  his  son  Johannes.  He 
had  also  a  son  Peter ;  and  drs.,  of  whom  Mary  m.,  in  1717, 
Michael  Toumeur,  and  Jacoinuia,  in  1720,  Jacobus  Toumear, 
brs.,  with  whom  they  went  to  Haverstraw  ;  Josyntie  m.  in  1726 
Benj.  De  Voe,  of  Westchester,  and  Sarah,  who  m.  Tennis  De- 
voor,  in  1731.  Peter  Oblenis  also  went  to  Rockland  Co.,  and 
settled  upon  a  part  of  the  Eakiat  patent,  at  New  Hempstead, 
now  Bamapo.  By  Sarah,  dr.  of  Barent  Nagel,  he  had  issne, 
Hendrick,  b.  1731 ;  Sarah,  b.  Dec.  4, 1733,  whom.  James  Tnr- 
neur ;  Jannetie,  b.  July  26,  1735  ;  Barent,  b.  May  8,  1737 ; 
Maria,  b.  Oct.  5,  1739,  who  m.  Johannes  Blauvelt,  and  John, 
b.   June  26,  1743  ;   all,  except  Barent,  living  at  the  time  oJE 
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Peter's  d.  in  1764.  Hendrick  m.  in  1757  Antie  Lvdecker,  of 
Schraalenborgb,  was  alive  daring  the  Kevolation,  when  he  had 
a  son  wounded  rn  the  service  of  his  country.  Of  this  branch, 
we  believe,  was  Barent  or  Bernard  Oblenis,  of  N.  Y.,  1796, 
who  m.  Gertrude  Sanders,  and  was  clerk  of  police  from  1806  to 
1819.     He  had  sons  Henry,  John,  and  Peter. 

Johannes  Oblenis,  son  of  Hendrick  1st,  was  constable  in  1736. 
Coming  into  possession  of  the  paternal  farm  at  Fort  Washing- 
ton, which  he  occupied  manv  years,  he  sold  100  a.  of  it,  May 
23,  1769,  to  Blazius  Moore,  of  N.  Y.,  tobacconist ;  and  convey- 
ing the  remainder — the  lower  part — to  his  son  Hendrick,  he  re- 
moved to  the  Manor  of  Cortlandt,  where  he  d.  in  1775,  leaving 
him  surviving  his  w.  Mary,  sons  Hendrick,  Dennis,  and  John, 
and  dr.  Deborah,  w.  of  Marinus  Low,  of  N.  Y.  He  ga\e  his 
limds  there  to  Dennis  and  John.  Hendrick  Oblenis,  son  of 
Johannes,  m.  Maria  Devoe,  Nov.  12,  1753,  and  still  held  his 
farm  on  the  Heights  at  the  opening  of  the  Revolution  ;  but  it 
subsequently  passed  to  Jacob  Arden.  Hendrick  was  fu.  of 
John  Oblenis,  who  m.  Elizabeth  Ostrom,  Sept.  1,  1783,  and  of 
Helen,  who  m.,  Feb.  5,  1782,  John  Ostrom,  of  H.  The  Oblenis 
name,  now  quite  extinct  on  Manhattan  Island,  is  yet  found  in 
other  sections  of  our  State,  taking  in  some  cases,  by  an  odd 
fancy,  an  Irish  form,  O'Blenu ! 

TOURNEUR. 

Dakiel  Tourneur  being  deceased  at  the  date  of  the  Dongan 
patent,  his  wid.,  Jacqueline,  represented  his  rights  among  the 
patentees  ;  while  her  son  Daniel  was  named  in  virtue  of  an  erf, 
and  six  morgen  lot,  which  he  owned  on  Montanye's  Flat.  The 
peculiar  circumstances  under  which  the  elder  Tourneur  left  his 
native  Picardy  and  retired  to  Levden,  with  his  m.  in  that  city, 
and  departure  for  this  country  a  few  months  after  the  baptism, 
July  30,  1651,  of  his  son  Daniel  at  the  Walloon  church,  are 
alr^y  familiar  to  us.  On  coming  here  he  first  lived  at  Flat- 
bush,  where  a  dr.  Maria  was  b.,  who  d.  in  inf.,  and  where  Tour- 
neur, with  some  military  prestige,  as  would  seem,  was  made  cor- 
poral of  a  company  formed  April  7,  1654,  for  protection  against 
marauders.  Soon  after  this  he  was  granted  a  comer  lot  in  New 
Amsterdam,  with  a  view  to  put  up  a  house,  but  a  vear  or  more 
passing  before  the  timber  was  ready,  he  renewed  his  request, 
Apl.  11,  1657,  for  leave  to  build,  but,  we  suspect,  without  suc- 
cess. He  afterward  built  a  house  on  the  Prince's  Graft,  where 
he  had  bought  a  lot.  May  31,  1660,  and  on  Aug.  16  of  the  same 
year  was  appointed  a  magistrate  for  H.  ;  but  probably  yet  con- 
tinued in  business  at  Kew  Amsterdam,  as,  on  Oct  15  ensoing. 
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he  was  made  one  of  the  "  sworn  butchers/'  The  next  winter 
he  put  up  a  barn  on  his  village  plot  at  H.,  where  he  had  already 
built  a  house,  and  whither  he  soon  removed,  serving  in  the 
magistracy  at  various  periods,  and  for  several  years  as  deputy 
sheriff.  He  was  repeatedly  chosen  deacon,  besides  which  he  was 
a  delegate  to  the'' General  Assembly  of  1664,  and  also  one  of  the 
Nicolls  patentees.  He  d.  in  1673,  leaving  a  goodly  estate,  as 
heretofore  particularized,  and  five  chn.,  who  all  m.  and  left 
desc,  viz.,  Daniel,  Jacques,  Thomas,  Madeleine,  who  m.  John 
Dyckman  (whence  the  elder,  or  Gerrit  Dyckman,  branch  of  that 
familv),  and  Esther,  w.  of  Frederick  de  Vaux,  anc.  of  the  De 
Voe  family  of  Westchester,  etc.  See  pp.  425-427.  The  wid. 
Toumeur  survived  her  bus.  27  yrs.,  and  d.  in  1700,  and  her 

Sersonals,  as  per  inventory  taken  Aug.    22,  that  year,   were 
ivided  Nov.  16  ensuing,  each  ch.  (Daniers  heirs  in  his  stead) 
getting  in  cash  167  gl.,  with  a  fifth  part  of  the  goods. 

Daniel  Toumeur,  the  eldest  son,  was  made  "  a  free  deni- 
zen of  this  place  and  province, "^  by  special  letters,  dated 
Jan.  13,  1672,  he  having  been  bom  in  Holland,  with  which 
England  was  now  at  enmity.  He  served  as  magistrate,  and 
was  lieutenant  of  militia,  still  holding  the  latter  office  under 
Leisler,  whose  cause  he  actively  supported,  and  by  whom  he  was 
sent  to  Hartford,  in  March,  1690,  to  arrest  Robert  Livingston. 
But  his  d.  the  ensuing  fall  spared  him  the  pain  of  witnessing 
the  tragic  fate  of  his  cnief  captain,  perhaps  of  sharing  it.  His 
inventory,  taken  Oct.  13,  begins  with  *^  The  bouwery  lying  upon 
Montanie*8  Vlackte,  consisting  of  three  lots  of  land,  house  and 
barn,  orchard,  and  a  piece  of  meadow  lying  on  the  kill  of  the 
Vlacte.  Also  another  three  lots  of  land  lying  upon  ffoorn^s 
Hook.''  See  p.  398.  By  his  w.,  Ann  Woodhull  (see  p.  426),  he 
had  issue  Dorothea,  Woodhull,  and  Daniel,  The  last  owned  land 
in  Westchester,  which  ho  sold  in  1727.  Woodhull,  by  trade  a 
weaver,  is  named  in  1706  and  1708  as  holding  his  late  fa.'s  farm 
on  Montanye's  Flat,  but  in  1711^10  sold  it  to  Samson  Benson  and 
went  to  Newtown,  L.  I.,  where  he  is  found  thenext  yr.,  and  on 
Jan.  27,  1713,  bought  the  farm  since  of  Cornelius  Purdy.  Here 
he  m.,  May  13,  1715,  his  cousin  Hannah  Lawrence,  but  sold  his 
farm  Anl.  8,  1714,  and  removed  to  Rockland  Co.,  whither  most 
of  the  Tourneurs,  on  leaving  H.,  seemed  to  gravitate.  He  was 
living  in  1728.  He  had  issue  Anna,  Daniel,  James,  and  per- 
haps other  chn.  James  Toumeur  m.  1752  Sarah  Oblenis  ;  issue, 
Sarah,  b.  Jan.  13,  1753,  Woodhull,  b.  Oct.  23,  1754,  etc 

Thomas  Toumeur,  youngest  son  of  Daniel  1st,  was  b.  at  H., 
and  m.  Apl.  5,  1692,  Maria,  dr.  of  Joost  van  Oblinus.  He  had 
lust  come  in  possession  of  his  share  of  the  paternal  lands,  em- 
bracing lots  No.  19  Van  Keulen's  Hook  and  No.  1  Jochem 
Pieters,  with  the  adjoining  **  orchard,"  or  onemorgen  lot,  reach- 
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ing  from  the  latter  down  to  the  Church  Lane,  and  on  which 
stood  the  house  and  barn.  The  out-gardens,  Nos.  1  to  4,  also 
fell  to  his  share  ;  and  prior  to  1701  he  became  the  owner  of  the 
Bosch  or  Bush  farm,  on  the  North  River  side.  Thomas  seems 
to  have  inherited  largely  the  tastes  and  spirit  of  his  fa.  Besides 
filling  lesser  town  offices,  he  was  the  aid.  of  the  Out  Ward  in 
169G-7.  Being  appointed  surveyor  of  highways  in  1707,  he 
eided  with  the  II.  people  who  felt  aggrieved  because  required  by 
the  mayor  and  aldermen  to  join  in  working  the  newly  surveyed 
roads  outside  cf  their  limits  ;  and  Tourneur  refusing,  was  fined 
C  shillings  by  Constable  Sickles,  who  levied  on  his  goods.  Tour- 
neur thereupon  procured  a  writ  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  had 
the  constable  arrested  for  trespass.  The  mayor  and  aid.  resolved 
to  defend  the  constable.  It  caused  much  excitement,  but 
pleased  the  inhabitants,  and  the  next  year  Tourneur  was  made 
constable.  But  the  city  council,  on  the  plea  of  his  **  having 
served  in  the  office  of  alderman,^^  declaimed  him  exempt,  and  or- 
dered a  new  election  !  On  Sept.  29,  1709,  he  was  chosen  town 
collector.  Tourneur  probably  d.  in  1710,  as  his  son  Jacobus  is 
charged  for  back  quit-rent  in  his  stead,  and  that  year  all  his  lands 
were  sold.  His  farm  last  named  Was  bought  by  Capt.  Jacob  De 
Key,  his  Van  Keulen  Hook  lot  by  John  JDyckman,  hia  out-gar- 
dens by  Maria  Meyer,  and  his  lot  No.  1,  etc.,  by  Capt.  Charles 
Congreve.  The  latter  sold  in  1713  to  John  van  Oblenis,  and 
he  directly  to  Abm.  Myer.  Thomas  Tourneur  had  issue. 
Jacobus y  b.  1693,  Magdalena,  b.  1C95,  Martina,  b.  1698,  Tliomas, 
b.  1702.  We  know  not  of  any  others,  nor  whither  these  went. 
The  chn.  and  their  mo.  are  remembered  in  John  Oblienis*  will 
in  1717.  Jacobus,  familiarly  called  Cobus,  to  whom  his  uncle 
John  Oblienis  left  a  legacy  of  £25,  was  probably  the  "  chirur- 
geon,'*  Jacob  Tourneur,  who  practiced  in  the  families  of  Fred- 
crick  De  V^oe,  Louis  Guion,  and  other  French  residents  of  West- 
chester, and  d.  Mar.  9,  1719,  at  the  house  of  Frederick  Bolt,  at 
New  Rochelle. 

Jacques  Tourneur,  son  of  Daniel  Ist,  and  b.  in  H.,  m.  June 
17,  1683,  Aefie,  dr.  of  Michael  Kortright,  and  May  29,  1714, 
Engeltie  Thomas,  wid.  of  Gregoris  Storm,  of  Philips  Manor. 
He  served  as  a  deacon,  and  also  as  constable  and  overseer  of  the 
town  ;  succeeding,  in  1691,  to  that  part  of  his  fa.'s  lands  on  Van 
Keulen's  Hook,  known  as  Lots  17,  18,  but  in  quantity  three 
lots,  and  since  the  Bussing  or  Storm  farm.  On  Aug.  7,  1691, 
he  bought  from  Peter  van  Oblienis,  for  600  gl,  the  old  Jaques 
Cresson  residence,  which  became  his  homo.  On  May  27,  1698, 
he  sold  his  lot  No.  7,  of  the  draft  of  1691,  to  Joh.  Myer.  See 
also  p.  353.  His  d.  is  not  noticed,  but  his  farm,  and  lots  in  the 
several  divisions,  in  all  60  a.,  were  sold  to  Peter  Bussing  in  1726. 
Jacques  Tourneur  had  three  drs.,  viz.,  Anna,  b.  1686,  Adriana, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


546  HISTORY  OF  HARLEM, 

b.  1689,  who  m.  Jacob  Gerritsen,  of  Flatbush,  and  Maria,  b.  1691; 
OS  also  sons  Michael^  b.  1693,  JaeohuSy  b.  1695,  Abraham^  b. 
1698,  and  Isaac,  b.  1701,  the  last  living  at  Fordham  in  1733.* 
The  two  elder  sons  m.  srs.,  the  drs.  of  Hcndrick  Oblenis,  and 
settled  in  Haverstraw,  where  the  family  became  quite  numerous. 

Jacohus  Tourneur,  sou  of  Jacques,  and  bom  in  1695,  m., 
May  26,  1720,  Jacomina  Oblenis,  of  H.,  and  died  at  Harer- 
straw,  leaving  sons  Jacobus,  Hendrick,  John,  and  drs.  Aefie, 
who  m.  Johannes  van  Dalsen,  and  Jannetie,  who  m.  Teunis 
Blauvelt  Of  these  three  brs.,  John  m.  his  cousin  Jannetie 
Tourneur  (issue.  Jacobus,  b.  Nov.  17,  1756,  Daniel,  b.  May  30, 
1763,  etc.)';  Hendrick  m.  1753  Mary  Kuyper,  issue  unknown, 
and  Jacobus,  who  d.  on  his  farm  in  Haverstraw,  in  1773,  left 
by  his  first  w.,  Grietie  Kuyper,  chn.  Jacobus  (b.  Feb.  28,  1747) 
and  Margaret,  and  by  his  second  w.,  Grietie  Blauvelt,  m.  in 
1763,  and  who  survived  him,  issue,  Rachel,  Jacomina,  and  David. 
The  Turnures  of  Rockland  were  good  "Whigs  in  1776,  as  the  lists 
of  associators  witness.     The  name  took  that  and  other  forms. 

Michael  Tourneur,  aforesaid,  m.  Maria  Oblenis,  Feb.  1,  1717. 
In  1743  he  bought  the  old  residence  of  his  fa.  and  12  a.  of  his 
land,  being  lot  No.  2,  3d  Div.  and  9  a.  of  No.  14,  2d  Div.  He 
got  from  Bussing,  in  1750,  the  remaining  6  acres  of  the  last 
named  lot.  See  p.  500.  But  selling  out  within  ten  yrs.,  he  re- 
moved, and  d.  at  Haverstraw  in  1775,  83.  about  82  yrs.,  leaving 
chn.  Jacobus,  Hendrick,  Jannetie,  w.  of  John  Tourneur ;  Aefie, 
w.  of  Derick  De  Clerck  ;  Sarah,  w.  of  Edward  Salyer  ;  Mary,  w. 
of  William  Dyckman,  and  Jemima,  w.  of  William  Chappell,  of 
N.  Y.  Of  these,  Hendrick  succeeded  to  the  homestead  part  of 
the  paternal  farm,  and  m.  1758  Mar^ret  Blauvelt  ;  issue,  if 
any,  not  ascertained.  Jacobus  m.  Dinah,  dr.  of  Lawrence  Low, 
of  H.';  issue,  Michael,  Lawrence,  Jacobus,  John,  Hendrick, 
Jane,  Mary,  Maria,  and  Sarah.  Undoubtedly  Lawrence  afore- 
said, who  resided  at  H.  was  the  gd-fa.  of  the  brs.  Lawrence  and 
David  M.  Turnure,  of  N.  Y.  City. 


VERMILYE. 

Johannes  Veemilye,  the  patentee,  was  common  anc.  of  all 
who  in  this  country  bear  the  name  of  Vermilye  or  Vermilyea. 

*  The  Turner  family,  of  Westchester  Co.,  are  not  to  be  mistaken  for  the 
Tourneurs.  The  former  were  desc.  of  Lawrence  Turner,  who  as  early  as 
1646  had  dealings  with  English  residents  at  Manhattan.  He  removed 
from  Newport  to  Greenwich,  and  thence  into  *'  the  borough  and  town  of 
Westchester,"  where  he  d.  in  1668,  leaving  a  wid.,  Martha.  His  dr.  Mary 
m.  John  Ferguson,  Jr.,  and  his  son  Daniel  Turner,  of  Westchester,  yeoman, 
d.  May  24,  1705,  leaving  his  wid.  Margaret,  a  son  Daniel,  and  drs.  Afarika, 
Mary,  and  Rebecca,  the  last  of  whom  m.  Eleazar  Gedney»  of  Mamaroneck. 
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His  fa.,  Isaac  Veimeille,  has  been  already  the  subject  of  notice, 
before  as  well  as  after  he  emigrated  with  his  family,  in  16C2. 
Welcomed  to  H.  by  some  of  his  former  acquaintances,  Ver- 
meille's  worth  was  recognized  by  an  appointment  to  command 
a  military  company  in  1663.  Later  he  served  two  terms  as 
magistrate.  Buying  the  northern  end  (a  moreen)  of  lot  No.  5, 
Van  Keulen's  Hook,  probably  from  Montague,  nis  son-in-law,  he 
built  a  house,  plauted  fruit-trees,  and  here  made  his  home.  His 
house  occupied  a  spot  nearly  central  of  the  block  between  1st 
and  2d  Aves.  and  122d  and  123d  Sts.  Vermeille  held  no  other 
farming  land,  no  doubt  having  some  other  calling  suited  to  his 
now  advanced  yrs.,  perhaps  with  his  son  in  the  brewery.  He 
was  living  Aug.  29,  1676,  when  he  witnessed  the  will  of  Aert 
Pietersen  Buys  and  w.  Jenneke  Cornelis,  of  Fordham,  and  on 
Sept.  4  ensuing,  Verrailye,  either  fa.  or  son,  is  called  **clerk.^' 
Observing  that  on  the  d.  of  Jean  le  Comte,  in  1675,  there  was 
paid  "  To  Isaac  Vermeille,  for  the  burial,/.  12  ;"  we  thihk  he 
performed  the  office  of  **  clerk'*  for  the  French  residents  at  H. 
He  probablv  d.  in  1676,  and  is  not  among  the  proprietors  Feb. 
19,  1677,  when  his  house  and  lot  stand  in  tne  name  of  Jo- 
hannes.* Isaac's  chn.  were  Johannes  afbresaid,  Abraham,  who 
had  no  issue,  Maria,  b.  1629,  who  m.  John  La  Montague  and 
Isaac  Kip,  and  Rachel,  b.  1637,  who  to.  John  Terbosch  and 
Derick  Wessels. 

Johannes  Vermelje,  as  he  wrote  his  name,  was  b.  in  1632  at 
Leyden.f  Coming  here  in  ripe  manhood,  and  uniting  in  his 
character  the  sterling  traits  of  the  French  and  Dutch,  he  was 
made  court  messenger  in  1665,  and  constable  in  1667,  being  for 
this  year  also  farmer  of  the  excise  ;  previous  to  which  he  had 
set  up  a  brewery.  In  1670,  then  holding  the  position  of  magis- 
trate, he  m.  Aeltie,  dr.  of  Resolved  Waldron  ;  when  he  proba- 
bly built  upon  an  erfy  procured  some  yrs.  before,  but  which  is 
first  taxed  in  1671.  It  lay  in  the  Judah  plot.  See  pp.  263, 
264,  318.  Mr.  Vermilye  took  a  leading  part  both  in  civil  and 
church  affairs.  In  the  political  crisis  of  1689  he  was  chosen 
one  of  tlie  Committee  of  Safety,  which,  on  June  8  of  that  yr., 
appointed  Capt.  Jacob  Leisler  to  be  "  captain  of  the  fort,*'  and 
on  Aug.  16  signed  his  commission  as  **  commander  in  chief* 
of  the  province.     Taking  a  seat  in  Leisler's  council,  Doc.  11  en- 

*  Bolton,  Hist.  Westchester  Co.,  ii.,327,  under  date  of  1694,  copies  the 
name  of  Capt.  Isaac  Van  Vleck^  as  Vermilyea  !  Such  carelessness  is  rep- 
rehensible. 

f  The  letter/ (with  HoUanders)  having  the  sound  of  our  English^  when 
(he  latter  begins  a  word  or  syllable  ;  Johannes  only  conformed  to  the  Dutch 
mode  of  writing  his  name,  without  changing  its  terminal  pronunciation, 
which  is  weU  preserved  in  the  modern  spelling  Vermilye,  but  better  (since 
€  in  Dutch,  as  in  French,  takes  the  sound  of  a),  by  Yermilyea. 
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suing,  he  was  sent  soon  after  upon  an  embassy  to  New  Harjen. 
He  continued  a  member  of  the  council  till  a  sudden  end  was  put 
to  L^isler's  rule  by  the  coming  of  Col.  Slough ter,  Mar.  20, 1691, 
by  whose  orders  Leislei*  and  his  council  (Vermil^e  included) 
were  "  committed  to  the  guards,"  on  a  charge  of  high  treason. 
The  execution  of  Leisler  and  Milborne,  but  two  months  later, 
seemed  to  Vermilyeand  his  fellow-prisoners  to  forebode  a  similar 
fate.  But  after  a  painful  suspense  of  over  seventeen  months 
they  were  liberated  by  Gov.  Fletcher,  on  his  itrrival,  and  were 
pardoned  by  the  king  Feb.  20,  1693.  Vermilye  survived  this 
trying  ordeal  but  a  short  period,  as  he  was  dec.  in  March,  1696. 
His  wid.  sold  out  her  lands  at  H.  in  1715,  to  her  nephew  John 
Delamater  (see  p.  504),  and  d.  at  Yonkers  in  1734.     Their  chn. 
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among  his  sons.  These  were  ^ohUy  Abraham^  David,  GerardnSf 
Frederick,  Joshua,  and  Benjamin.  His  drs.  were  Aeltie,  Antie, 
Mary,  Sarah,  and  Rebecca  ;  Aeltio  m.  John  Kort right,  of  H.  Of 
the  sons,  Abraham  d.  in  Yonkers  in  1784  ;  issue,  John,  William, 
Abraham,  Edward,  and  Sarah,  w.  of  Solomon  Hustis.  Fred- 
crick  in.  1763  Catharine  Nodine,  d.  1814,  and  was  fa.  of  John 
and  Frederick.  Joshua  d.  in  Westchester  Co.  in  1782  ;  issue, 
Thomas,  Isaac,  Anna,  and  Mary.  Some  of  these  removed  to 
N.  Y.  as  early  as  1792.  John,  Oerardus,  and  David,  before  the 
Revolution,  removed  from  Yonkers  to  Lagrange,  Dutchess  Co. 
They,  in  common  with  their  kindred,  had  now  yielded  their 
French  characteristics,  at  least  as  to  their  speech,  for  it  is  known 
that  John,  called  Honnes  (Johannes),  was  wont  to  ask  blessings 
in  Dutch.  David  was  fa.  of  Isaac  Dyckman  Vermilyea,  who 
had  Sarah,  Jane,  Jerome,  and  Gideon  ;  the  last  had  John  and 
Maria.  Gerardus  m.  in  1762  Jane  Valentine.  He  contributed 
toward  buildinff  the  Ref.  Dutch  chh.  at  Hopewell.  He  was  the 
fa.  of  Isaac  G.  Vermilyea,  fa.  of  John  Kip  Vermilyea,  Esq.,  of 
Cold  Spring.  We  would  willingly  extend  these  branches,  had 
we  the  materials. 
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Isaac  Vermilyea,  b.  1682,  m.  Jan.  16,  1707,  Josyntie,  dr.  of 
Joost  van  Oblinus,  and  wid.  of  Tennis  Corssen,  who  left  her 
with  a  oh.,  Tennis,  living  in  1748.  Isaac  was  an  execntor  of  his 
br. -in-law,  John  van  Oblinus,  and  well  sustained  the  good  repu- 
tation so  generally  characteristic  of  the  family.  His  will,  made 
Mar.  1,  1748,  was  proved  Mar.  5,  1767.  He  nad  chn.  John^  of 
Kinffsbridge ;  Isaac  and  FetruSy  of  Croton  Valley ;  Aeltie,  who 
m.  John  'ftller  ;  Marritie,  who  m.  Jacobus  Teller ;  Sarah,  who 
m.  Valentine ;  Rebecca,  who  m.  Jacob  Dyckman,  and  Hannah, 
whom.  Odell.  Fetrus hod iBaue,  Isaac,  Peter,  John,  Philip,  Will- 
iam, Cynthia  (Josyntie),  and  Maiy.  Philip,  b.  1760,  d.  1790  ; 
issue,  Nathaniel,  of  N.  Y.,  chairmaker,  who  d.  Feb.  2,  1826,  se. 
"lad  Nathaniel-Drake,  b.  1807,  Philip,  and 
*" * — ' — i-J*a« — iaiuia_  Jnsenh..  Re- 
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man,  and  in  1773  Mary  Dyckman  ;  his  sons  were,  1.  JohnJ^  m. 
Rebecca  Fowler,  and  d.  Oct.  15,  1823,  ae.  55  yrs.  9  m.  3  d., 
being  fa,  of  Jacob,  Benjamin,  Dorothea,  Gerardus  (fa.  of  Mary 
and  John),  Susan,  Maria,  Amelia,  Abraham,  and  Isaac — Abra- 
ham being  fa.  of  George,  Frank,  Oakley,  Irving,  and  William  ; 
2.  Gerardus,  d.  Aug.  3,  1823,  ae.  52  yrs.  2  m.  ;  3.  William,  d. 
unm.  Mar.  8,  1822,  sb.  46  yrs.  ;  4.  Isaac  ;  5.  James,  m.  Mary 
Greenway ;  issue,  Susan,  Michael,  Julia,  Jane,  Euretta,  and 
Charity,  of  whom  Jane  m.  Wm.  D.  Smith  ;  and  6.  Michael, 
who  m.  his  cousin  Susan  Vermilye  ;  issue,  Abraham  and  Isaac. 
The  drs.  of  Jacob  (son  of  John  and  Charity)  were  Jane,  Susan, 
and  Rebecca  ;  Susan  m.  Jacob  Cregier.  William  Vermilye,  b. 
1748,  son  of  John  and  Charity,  went  to  N.  Y.  as  early  as  J  792, 
was  a  builder,  and  from  1812  till  his  d.  surveyor  for  the  Eagle 
Ins.  Co.  He  d.  Mar.  8,  1822,  ae.  73  yrs.  11  m.  Maria,  dr.  by 
his  Ist  w.,  Miss  Brower,  m.  Wm.  Chardavovne  ;  issue,  Rebecca, 
m.  Matthew  Mcllwaine,  M.D.  (fa.  of  Rev.  Joseph  Mcllwaine,  of 
Essex,  N.  J.) ;  Eliza,  who  m.  John  H.  Ruckle  ;  Jane- Magdalene, 
m.  Thos.  E.  Vermilye,  and  Wm.  Chardavovne.  By  his  2d  w., 
Mary  Taylor,  W.  Vermilye  had  William  W.,  "Thomas  B.,  Robert, 
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(of  Ohio),  and  Joanna,  who  m.  -George  B.  Smith;  having  issue 
Mary-Vermilye,  Edwin,  Sarah,  m.  Chas.  G.  Rockwood,  Emily, 
m.  Wm.  H.  Saffe,  Georffe-William,  Joanna,  m.  Gardner  Sage, 
Charlotte,  m.  Wm.  II.  Sage,  Clara- Green,  m.  George  S.  Cono- 
ver,  and  Charles  Green  Smith.  Thomas  B.  Vermilye  m.  Mary 
Hoagland  ;  issue,  Robertanna,  d.  v.,  Thomas- Ed  ward,  William- 
Henry,  John-Robert,  d.  y.,  Isaac-Dyckman,  John-Hoagland,and 
Theodore-Chardavoyne.  Of  these,  William  H.  was  fa.  of  Daniel 
Babbit  Vermilye  ;  Isaac  D.  was  fa.  of  Thomas- Edward,  William- 
Henry,  Isaac- Ward;  Henry-Fisher,  Joseph- Fenelon,  Charles- A. - 
Townsend,  Lewis-  Chauncey,  Annie- Ward,  Robert-C.-Halsey, 
Marion-Hoa^land,  Hobart- rotter,  and  Mary- Josephine  ;  John 
H.  was  fa.  of  Thomas- Brower,  Mary-Caroline,  John-Dewint,  and 
William-Gray  ;  Theodore  C.  was  fa.  of  Theodore-Chardavoyne, 
Mary-Hoagland,  Cornelia- Tompkins,  Hannah-Tompkins,  Isaac 
Dyckman,  and  Sarah-Hatch  Vermilye. 

William  W.  Vermilye,  b.  Dec.  24,  1780,  began  bnsiness  in 
N.  Y.  as  a  printer  with  Langdon  &  Son.  He  m,  Mary  Mont- 
gomery, Jan.  11,  1800,  whom  he  survived  two  yrs.,  and  d.  Nov. 
14,  1849,  at  the  residence  of  his  son,  Rev.  R.  G.  Vermilye,  Clin- 
ton, N.  Y.  His  chn.  were  William-Montgomery,  b.  Sept.  30, 
1801  ;  Thomas- Edward  (Rev.),  b.  Feb.  27, 1803  ;  Joanna-Maria, 
b.  July  26,  1804,  d.  Jan.  4,  1877,  m.  Benj.  R.  Ruton  ;  Mar- 
garet-Louisa, b.  July  23,  1806,  d.  Aug.  31,  1874 ;  Robert- 
George,  b.  June  24,  1808,  d.  Jan.  20,  1810;  Washington- 
Romoyn,  b.  Sept.  29,  1810  ;  Robert-George  (Rev.),  b.  Mar.  3, 
1812,  d.  July  5,  1875  ;  Mary-Ann,  b.  Apl.  19,  1814,  is  dec.  ; 
Jacob-Dyckman,  b.  July  15,  1817  ;  Rebecca,  b.  Nov.  15,  1818, 
m.  to  Fergus  A.  Hathorn  ;  Erskine- Rockwood,  b.  Dec.  20, 
1821,  now  dec;  and  Ebenezer,  b.  Jan.  20,  1823,  d.  same  date; 
of  whom,  William  Jf.,  banker,  who  d.  on  June  18,  1878,  m. 
Hester  Ann  De  Reimer,  having  issue  William-Edward,  Rob- 
ert-Montgomery, and  Charles- Augustus-Morford,  with  others  ; 
Rev.  Thomas  E.y  the  venerable  senior  pastor  of  the  Col.  Ref., 
Chh.,  N.  Y.,  whose  w.  Eliza  B.  was  dr.  of  Ebenezer  Hazard, 
former  postmaster  of  the  U.  S.,  is  fa.  of  Rev.  Ashbel  G.  Ver- 
milye, and  of  Thomas  E.  Vermilye,  banker;  Washington  IL, 
banker,  who  d.  Dec.  23,  1876,  m.  Elizabeth  Dwight  Lathrop, 
having  with  other  chn.  Washington-Romeyn,  and  Emily-Augus- 
ta, who  m.  Elbert  A.  Brinkerhoff  ;  and  Jacob  Z>.  Vermilye,  now 
pros,  of  the  Merchants'  Bank,  who  m.  Mary  Cornelia  lAthrop, 
and  is  fa.  of  Mr.  W^illiam  G.  Vermilye,  treas.  of  Union  India 
Rubber  Co.* 

*  To  the  gentleman  last  mentioned,  whose  tastes  and  foresight  led  him 
years  ago  to  investigate  his  family  history,  are  we  indebted  for  most  of  the 
later  details  here  presented. 
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VERVEELEN. 

JoHAKNES  Verveelen  held  a  prominent  place  in  the  history 
of  the  town,  and  as  one  of  the  five  original  patentees.  As  be- 
fore stated,  his  ane.  were  German,  and  citizens  of  Cologne,  at 
the  terminus  of  the  highlands  of  the  Khine  ;  whence  his  gd.-fa., 
Hans  Verveelen,  with  his  family,  remored,  about  1610,  to  Am- 
sterdam, obviously  to  escape  the  oppressive  policy  dealt  out  to 
those  of  the  reformed  faith  at  Cologne—a  fact  in  the  family  his- 
tory to  be  cherished  by  the  present  numerous  desc  of  Hans  and 
Catrina  Verveelen.  To  our  account  of  Johannes,  his  b.  and  m. 
at  Amsterdam,  emigration,  and  subsequent  career  at  H.,  a  few 

garticulars  may  be  added.  A  first  step  after  his  arrival,  with 
is  w.  Anna  Jaarsvelt,  at  New  Amsterdam,  was  to  enroll  his 
name,  Apl.  24,  1657,  among  the  burghers,  and  to  unite  with  the 
chh.  here,  where  Verveelen,  whose  soci^d  habits,  if  we  rightly 
apprehend  him,  won  him  friends  and  popularity,  soon  found 
himself  at  home  and  engaged  in  the  brewing  business  in  partner- 
ship with  Isaac  de  Forest.  He  also  bought  a  house  and  lot  in 
the  Marckvelt-steeg,  from  John  La  Montame,  Jr.,  June  27, 
1659.  Nominated  for  schepen,  first  in  1660,  then  in  1661, 
but  not  a  successful  candidate,  he  removed  to  H.,  in  .whicli 
place  from  the  first  he  had  taken  an  interest,  and  where 
ne  was  made  a  magistrate  in  1663,  a  delegate  to  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  of  1664,  and,  as  intimated,  a  patentee  in  1667. 
By  the  purchase  of  the  groundbriefs  of  Jan  Pietersen  Slot 
and  Juriaen  Hanel,  one  dated  Jan.  4,  the  other  May  16,  1664, 
Verveelen  had  become  a  large  proprietor.  For  the  subsequent 
history  of  these  patents,  see  Myer  family.  The  public  duties 
intrusted  to  Verveelen,  and  his  long  retention  as  ferrymaster, 
evidence  the  favor  in  which  he  was  held.  When  his  second  lease 
of  the  ferry  expired,  his  son  Daniel,  in  his  behalf,  petitioned 
Gov.  Dongan,  April  2,  1688,  for  its  renewal.  He  was  told  to 
'*  hold  the  premises  until  further  order  to  the  contrary.'*  Four 
years  later  Frederick  Philips  brought  a  suit  in  the  Supreme 
Court  to  eject  Verveelen  from  the  island  Papparinamin,  which 
Philips  claimed  under  a  title  derived  from  Vander  Donck.  Ver- 
veelen complaining,  the  council,  Feb.  25,  1692,  resolved  to  de- 
fend their  tenant  and  his  Majesty's  title.  But  the  same  year  the 
fovernor- proposed  that  the  city  build  a  bridge  across  the  Spuyten 
)uyvel ;  the  mayor  and  aldermen  were  quite  willing  to  oust 
Verveelen,  and  hereupon  Philips,  on  his  petition,  readily  pro- 
cured an  order,  Jan.  19,  1693,  ror  converting  his  lands  in  West- 
chester County,  with  the  neck  or  island,  Papparinamin,  into 
the  Manor  of  Philipsburgh,  and  empowering  him  to  build  a 
drawbridge,   across  the  Spuytcu  Diivvcl,  to  be  called  King's 
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Bridge,  and  to  collect  certain  tolls  from  passengers.  ,  This  was 
amply  assured  by  the  charter  of  June  12,  ensuing,  erecting  the 
said  manor  ;  ana  the  bridge  was  built  forthwith.  See  BoUon's 
Westchester.* 

Verveelen,  now  grown  to  be  an  old  man,  is  known  to  have 
been  living  Mar.  13,  1693,  when,  styling  himself  **  of  the  county 
of  Westchester,  yemtathy^^  he  sold  a  house  and  lot  in  N.  Y.  On 
Jan.  10,  1699-,  Johannes  Verveelen  brought  a  suit  in  the  Mayor's 
Court,  against  one  Huling,  a  citizen,  to  recover  pay  for  8  bis.  of 
beer.  If  this  was  our  Johannes  (and  not  his  gd.-son),  he  was  83 
yrs.  of  age.  Witnesses  were  cited,  Nov.  24,  1701,  to  prove  the 
deed  last  named,  whence  we  conclude  he  was  then  dec,  as  he 
certainly  was  Feb.  14,  1702,  having  outlived  all  but  one  of  the 
NicoUs  patentees.  He  made  a  will,  in  which  he  gave  his  lands 
at  H.  to  his  dr.  Maria.  Of  Mr.  Verveelen's  chn.  (see  p.  105), 
Anna  was  b.  in  1638,  joined  the  chh.  at  New  Amsterdam  in 
1662,  and  two  yrs.  later  m.  Derick  Looten,  commissanr,  with 
whom,  as  before  noticed,  she  returned  to  Holland.  Maria,  b. 
in  1656,  m.  in  1671  Adolph  Meyer  ;  see  pp.  304,  525. 

Daniel  Verveelen,  who  was  nearly  of  an  age  with  his  sr.  Anna, 
preceded  his  parents  to  this  country,  coming,  as  is  believed,  in 
1652,  with  Eev.  Gideon  Schaets,  whose  dr.  he  afterward  m.  At 
Albany  (then  Beverwyck),  Daniel,  a  mere  youth,  engaged  in  trade, 
as  early  as  1655,  but  several  yeais  later  joined  his  fa.  at  New 
Amsterdam,  uniting  Anth  the  chh.  there  Jan.  2,  1661.  It  was 
probably  during  the  next  summer  (when  he  visited  Albany,  and 
on  Aug.  25  sold  an  interest  in  a  house  and  lot  there),  that  he 
m.  Aletta  Schaets,  who  as  his  w.  joined  the  chh.  at  New  Am- 
sterdam, Oct.  2  ensuing.  The  next  month  (Nov.  7)  Daniel  and 
his  fa.  secured  a  lot  adjoining  to  one  owned  by  tne  latter,  on 
the  Prince's,  now  Beaver  Street,  and  on  Feb.  14  following,  they 
also  bought  out  Isaac  de  Forest's  interest  in  the  brewery  in 
Prince's  Street,  of  which  for  some  yrs.  Johannes  had  been  part 
owner.  At  the  surrender  Daniel  was  opposed  to  resisting  the 
English,  and  took  the  oath  of  allegiance.     The  next  year  he  had 

*  An  application  by  Jasper  Nessepott  to  the  common  council,  Jan.  i6, 
1700,  for  leave  to  build  a  grist-mill  at  Kinj^sbridge,  was  submitted  to  a 
committee,  which  reported  in  £avor,  "on  condition  that  he  take  out  of  the 
way  the  stones  and  rocks  on  the  other  side  thereof,  that  the  same  may  not 
hinder  the  passage  of  boats  and  canoes,  and  when  any  is  to  pass,  at  their 
reasonable  request,  he  is  to  shut  his  sluices ;  and  on  the  other  siae  of  the 
bridge  erect  a  post  in  the  water,  and  have  a  rope  ready  to  assist  them  in 
passing."  John  Marsh,  millwright,  "being  projector  and  contriver  of  the 
mill,*'  Nessepot  bought  him  out,  when  the  mayor  and  aldermen  fonnaUy 
granted  Nessepot  said  "mill  or  mills,  under  one  roof,"  and  "the ground 
whereon  the  said  mill  or  mills  doth  stand,"  with  toll  for  grinding,  and  other 
mill  privileges;  by  deed  of  Jan.  29,  1700,  or  1701,  N.  S.'  Grants^  City  dmt^ 
trollops  Office,  vol.  2  :  388, 
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a  narrow  escape  from  some  riotous  soldiers,  one  of  whom  cut 
him  with  his  sword.  Several  years  later  he  left  the  city,  and 
went  to  New  Utrecht,  with  his  w.  taking  letters  to  the  chh. 
there,  of  which  Verveelen,  in  1678,  wa&  chosen  an  elder.  He 
next  went  to  Spuyten  Duvyel,  whether  "  to  live  at  Fordham/' 
as  Archer  had  expected,  does  not  appear.  Subsequently  he  and 
his  family  settled  in  the  neighborhood  of  Hackensack,  where 
Daniel  was  living  in  1712.  His  dr.  Anna-Maria,  b.  1666,  m. 
Hendrick  Jansz  Gammega,  and  Johanna  m.  Johannes  Schuer- 
man  and  Nicholas  Petersen.  Daniel's  sons  were  Hendricky  Ber- 
nardus,  Reynier,  Gideon^  and  Johannes.  Of  these,  Hendrick, 
b.  1668,  is  last  named  in  1688  ;  and  we  have  failed  to  find  evi- 
dence that  Reynier  had  a  family.  He  was  named  for  his  uncle, 
Dr.  Reynier  Schaets,  slain  at  the  burning  of  Schenectady.* 
Johannes,  b.  in  New  Utrecht,  m.  in  1703,  at  Hackensack,  Eme- 
line,  dr.  of  Hans  Jacobs  Harding,  named  p.  407.  He  had  Alida, 
b.  1704,  and  Francina,  b.  1706,  but  dying,  his  widow  m.  1710 
Wouter  Willemsen.  I  believe  Alida  m.  Rev.  Fredericus  Muze- 
lias. 

Bernardus  Verveelen  joined  the  chh.  at  Hackensack  in  1704, 
at  the  same  time  with  his  br.  Reynier.     In  1708  he  obtained  a 

Eatent  for  a  largo  tract  of  land  in  Rockland  Co.,  described  as 
etween  the  Hudson  and  Overpeck  Kill,  part  of  which  he  sold 
his  br.  Gideon  ;  the  two  conveying  1000  a.  to  Lancaster  Sims, 
in  1709.  Bernardus  m.  Evertie,  or  Titie  Delamater  (see  p. 
503),  and  had  issue,  Alida,  b.  Jan.  14,  1714,  who  m.  Hubartus 
Blauvelt ;  Isaac,  b.  Apl.  12,  1715,  m.  Tryntie  van  Scheyven  ; 
Cornelia,  b.  Dec.  23,  1716,  m.  Peter  van  Scheyven  ;  Daniel,  b. 

,  1719,  m.  Jannetie  van  Scheyven  ;   Johannes,  b.  June 

13,  1723,  m.  Sarah  Westervelt ;  Hester,  b.  Oct.  9,  1725,  m. 
Jacob  Cool ;  Fredericus,  b.  Nov.  13,  1728  ;  Abraham,  b.  Apl. 
26,  1731,  who  m.  Elizabeth  Allen.  By  a  second  w.,  Jannetie 
Vanderbeeck,  Bernardus  had  further  issue,  Jacobus,  b.  Aug.  28, 
1734,  m.  Sarah  Nagel ;  Elizabeth,  b.  Feb.  8,  1736  ;  Bernardus, 
b.  Oct.   30,  1737,  who  m.  Mary  Blauvelt ;  Gideon,  b.  Aug.  1, 

*  Rev.  Gideon  Schaets,  the  worthy  minister  of  Albany,  and  of  whose 
blood  are  all  the  Verveelens,  is  too  well  known  througii  the  works  of 
O'Callaghan,  Brodhead,  and  Pearson  to  require  further  notice  here.  But. 
strangely  enough,  all  the  printed  accounts  ignore  bis  dr.  Alida,  who  m. 
Verveelen.  Another  mistake  occurs  in  regard  to  his  son  Bartholomew, 
who  is  confounded  with  a  later  person  of  that  name.  The  first,  said  to 
gave  gone  to  Holland  in  1670,  d.  prior  to  1680,  when  his  wid.,  Willemtie, 
dr.  of  Hugh  Barents  de  Kleyn  (see  p.  107),  m.  again.  Bartholomew,  who 
came  from  Albany  to  the  city  of  N.  Y.  in  1706,  and  whose  posterity  are 
noticed  upon  its  records  down  to  the  Revolution,  was  probably  the  son  of 
Gideon,  son  of  Dr.  Reynier  Schaets,  as  the  name  Reynier  ran  in  the  N.  Y. 
family.  Do.  Schaets'  first  w.  was  Agnietie  Moriaens.  He  m.  his  second  in 
1683,  survived  her  five  yrs,  and  d.  Feb.  27,  1694,  in  his  87th  yr. 
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1739,  m.  Maria  Banta  ;  John,  b.  July  18,  1741,  and  Cornelius, 
b.  Aug.  24,  1745.  Of  these,  Isaac  and  Jacobus  removed  to  the 
City  of  N.  Y.  years  before  the  Revolution.  Jacobus  was  a  gro- 
cer, and  d.  at  22  Walker  Street,  Feb.  8,  1810.  We  presume 
Henry  and  James,  |:hen  of  20  Walker  Street,  were  his  sons. 

Gideon  Verveelen,  b.  1680,  at  New  Utrecht,  m.  in  1712  Mar- 
ritie  Kock,  and  in  1714  Susannah,  dr.  of  Moses  and  Hester  De 
Graaf.  He  removed  from  Rockland  to  Dutchess  Co.,  and,  on 
May  20, 1740,  bought  3115  a.  of  land  in  llombout  Precinct,  from 
which  he  sold  off  twelve  parcels,  but  kept  enough  to  give  his 
four  chn.  each  252  a.  These,  named  in  his  will,  dated  Jan.  25, 
1755,  and  proved  June  26,  1762,  were  Marritie,  b.  Apl.  12,  1715, 
who  m.  William  Rogers  ;  Hester,  b.  Dec.  20, 1716,  m.  Johannes 
Roeger  ;  Alida,  b.  Oct.  15,  1718,  m.  Isaac  Cole,  and  Moses,  b. 
1720.  Gideon  had  five  younger  chn.,  not  named  in  his  will,  to 
wit:  Daniel,  b.  Sept.  12,  1722;  Johanna,  b.  Aug.  19,  1725: 
Gloudie,  b.  Nov.  12,1727;  John,  b.  June  6, 1731,  and  Johannes, 
b.  Oct.  18,  1733.  If  all  these  were  dec.  without  issue,  at  the 
date  of  his  will,  it  appears  remarkable  ;  if  living,  they  must  have 
been  otherwise  provided  for.  Moses,  to  whom  was  devised  the 
homestead,  but  who  d.  before  his  fa.,  had  by  w.  Hester,  issue, 
Gideon,  Moses,  John,  Daniel,  Jeremiah,  Elizabeth,  and  Hannah, 
of  whom  Gideon  succeeded  to  the  homestead  farm,  and  was  an 
active  patriot  during  the  Revolution.  This  name  has  assumed 
various  forms,  as  Vervalin,  Vanvalin,  Vanvaler,  etc. 


WALDRON. 

Resolved  Waldrok,  the  most  noted,  as  ho  was  one  of  the 
most  intelligent,  of  the  Harlem  settlers,  needed  not  the  titular 
dignity  of  baron,  which  some  of  poetic  humor  claim  for  him  ; 
yet  might  he  have  well  graced  the  title.  As  we  have  seen,  ho 
had  been  in  the  printing  business  at  Amsterdam,  and  emigrated 
with  his  family  to  Xew  Netherland,  late  in  1654.  Received 
with  his  br.  Joseph,  and  their  w.,  to  the  fellowship  of  the  chh. 
at  New  Amsterdam,  the  first  care  was  to  secure  a  home,  and  on 
Apl.  3  ensuing  the  brs.  bought  a  house  and  lot  on  Broadway, 
near  AVall  Street.  Both  entered  the  public  service.  Resolved 
being  made  **  overseer  of  the  workmen."*    On  Apl.  17,  1657, 

*  Joseph  Waldron,  "living  near  the  hoeck  of  Passenger  Street"  in 
Amsterdam,  and  on  the  eve  of  his  second  marriage,  appeared  before  the 
orphan  masters.  May  I2,  1649,  according  to  custom,  and  gave  bonds  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  two  chn.  by  his  late  w.  Aeliie  Hendricks;  as  "the 
children  by  the  former  marriage  had  no  property."  One  of  these  perhaps 
was  left  at  Amsterdam  with  its  gd.-mo.,  Maria  Goverts,  since  it  is  not 
named  in  our  records  here,  and  Waldron  was  wont  to  order  part  of  his  sal- 
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he  applied  for  the  burgher  right,  and  under  May  3  occurs  this 
entry  :  **  Resolved  Waldron  being  admitted  a  burgher,  hath  on 
this  date  taken  the  oath  of  fidelity/'  His  salary  was  increased 
soon  after.  Found  to  be  efficient,  the  Director  and  Council,  on 
May  25,  1658,  appointed  him  deputy  to  the  schout-Jiscael,  or  at- 
torney-general, de  Sille  ;  the  Burgomasters  being  ordered,  Oct. 
28,  to  recognize  him  as  deputy  sheriff.  Very  exact  in  carrying 
out  his  orders  and  in  enforcing  the  laws,  he  was  charged  by  the 
Quakers,  some  of  whom  he  arrested,  with  being  "  hard-nearted.'' 
He  visited,  upon  public  errands,  every  part  of  the  province,  and 
even  the  neighboring  colonies  ;  and  in  1659  was  sent  with 
Augustine  Heermans  to  Maryland,  to  vindicate  the  Dutch  title 

ary  to  be  paid  his  said  mo.  ;  the  last  time  noticed  was  on  Aug.  30,  1661, 
being  two  months'  wages,  48  florins.  He  was  butler  to  the  garrison,  and 
had  charge  of  the  magazine  of  the  company.  Waldron  d.  in  1663.  Just 
before  his  end,  sending  for  a  notarv  to  draw  up  his  will,  he  said  "  tnere 
would  be  nothing  left — but  if  anything  should  remain,  it  should  not  be 
touched,  but  go  to  pay  the  passage  of  his  widow,  who  intended  to  leave  for 
Fatherland."  Upon  these  representations,  and  W  appearing  that  there  were 
*'  six  minor  children,  two  of  whom  are  by  a  former  marriage,"  the  orphan's 
court  of  New  Amsterdam,  Dec.  10,  1663,  at  the  desire  of  the  wid.  Annetie 
Daniels,  appointed  Resolved  Waldron,  **her  husband's  brother,"  and 
Hendrick  Jansen  vander  Vin,  **who  is  her  oldest  and  most  intimate 
friend,"  as  guardians  of  her  surviving  chn.  It  is  uncertain  whether  she 
visited  Holland,  as  she  was  m.  here,  in  1668,  to  Harman  Smeeman,  and 
again,  in  1682^  to  Coenract  Ten  Eyck.  Joseph  Waldron's  chn.  known  to 
us  were  Sarah,  Daniel,  Mar}'.  Anna,  Deborah,  and  John.  Deborah  d.  in 
inf.,  and  John,  when  not  quite  8  yrs.  old,  was  accidentally  killed  in  his 
step-fa.'s  mill,  Jan.  23,  1669.  Sarah,  b.  ab.  1646,  at  Amsterdam,  m.  in  1662 
Jan  Gerritsen  van  Voorst,  and  in  1666  Laurens  Jansen  Colevelt,  by  whom 
she  had  chn.  whose  desc.  are  yet  found.  Mary,  b.  1652,  m.  Hendrick  Ger- 
ritsen Blauvelt  (see  p.  407)  ;  and  Anna,  b.  1657,  m.  John  Delamontagne. 
To  her  son  Daniel  and  son-inlaw  Delamontagne,  Annetie  Daniels,  then  for 
the  third  time  a  wid.,  conveyed  some  city  property  May  10,  1688.  She  was 
afterward  allowed  pay  by  government  "  for  tending  sick  soldiers."  Daniel 
Waldron,  b.  1650  at  Amsterdam,  m.  in  1673  Sarah  Rutgers,  dr.  of  Rutger 
Willemsen.  He  was  a  gun-stock  maker,  but  while  serving  in  the  city 
guards  against  Leisler.  lost  an  eye  -and  was  otherwise  badly  hurt  by  the 
premature  discharge  of  "  a  great  gone,"  Mar.  19.  169T,  and  which  killed  sev- 
eral persons,  including  Jacob  De  Key,  the  De  Key  anc,  and  Major  Patrick 
MacGregory,  from  whom  are  desc,  I  believe,  the  Gregory  family  of  Orange 
Co.,  of  which  was  the  late  Dr.  H.  H.  Gregory,  of  H.  Daniel  Waldron  and 
his  son  Joseph  were  admitted  freemen  Aug.  30,  1C98.  He  had  chn.,  Jo- 
seph, b.  1674 ;  Judith,  b.  1675,  m.  Mr.  Isaac  Selover ;  Rutger,  b.  1677  ;  An- 
uetie,  b.  16S1,  m.  Francis  Buys  and  Isaac  van  Puersen  ;  Sarah,  b.  1683,  m. 
Carsten  Burger ;  John,  b.  1685  ;  Maria,  b.  t686,  m.  Frederick  Williams ; 
Cornelia,  b.  1688,  m.  Gerrit  de  Forest ;  and  Catharine,  b.  1689,  m.  Isaac 
Boelen.  The  last  d.  in  her  83d  yr.,  in  1772,  her  srs.  Sarah  and  Cornelia 
surviving  her ;  and  of  the  others,  Judith  lived  to  be  85,  Annetie  84.  and 
Mary  80.  Their  mo.  d.  Jan.  7,  1738,  having  reached  her  95th  year.  Truly 
a  long-lived  race  ! 

Joseph  Waldron,  a  " cordwainer,"  m.  in  1696  Anna  Woodward;  his  will, 
dated  N.  Y.,  May  5,  1715,  was  proved  Oct.  10.  1722.  His  chn.  that  sur- 
vived inf.  were  Jannetie,  b.   1698,    who  m.  Henricus  Boelen  ;  Sarah,  b. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


n 


556  HISTORY  OF  HARLEM. 

on  the  Delaware.  The  next  year  the  directors  in  Holland  would 
have  made  Waldron  sheriff  of  the  Dutch  towns  on  Long  Island, 
but  Stuyvesant  wrote  them,  June  25,  1660 :  "  Respecting  the 
person,  Kesolved  Waldron,  we  may  be  permitted  to  remark,  that 
when  appointed  as  a  deputy  to  the  fiscael,  and  as  scJiOut-by- 
nacht  in  this  city,  he  conducted  himself  with  so  much  fidelity 
and  vigilance  that  he  gave  to  us  and  the  magistrates  great 
satisfaction,  so  that  his  services,  both  as  respects  the  Company 
and  the  fiscael,  can  hardly  be  dispensed  with,  besides  that  he 
would  not  be  so  well  fitted  for  the  shrievalty  of  the  said  villages, 
as  he  cannot  well  wield  his  pen  ;  wherefore,  till  your  further 
orders  on  this  point,  we  shall  ask  his  continuance  in  that  office," 
Stuyvesant  was  allowed  to  retain  his  favoritq  officer  while  his 
own  rule  lasted. 

On  the  accession  of  the  English,  Waldron  took  the  oath  of 
allegiance  (Oct.,  1664),  but  retired  to  private  life  at  H.  with  the 
disappointments  of  one  whose  interests,  as  well  as  sympathies, 
all  lay  with  the  former  government.  It  was  still  a  pleasure  to 
correspond  with  kindred  in  Holland.     Mortien  Covert,  of  Am- 

1701 ;  Catharine,  b.  1703,  m.  1726  Hendrick  van  Winckel,  of  Bergen,  N.J.; 
Joseph,  b.  1708,  cordwainer,  m.  1731  Effie  Hellaker,  both  living,  1758, 
at  Pemberpogh,  on  Bergen  Neck  (parents  of  Jacobus,  of  Staten  Island, 
blacksmith,  who  m.  1762  Elizabeth  Holland,  wid.,  and  had  issue  Joseph,  1765, 
etc.);  Benjamin,  b.  1711,  hatter,  m.  Maria  Debevoise  (by  whom  a  dr. 
Maria,  who  m.  Isaac  Meet),  and  was  living  in  1758  with  his  second  w. 
Bridget  Haviland,  at  Newtown,  L.  I. ;  Daniel,  b.  1713,  a  cordwainer, 
admitted  freeman,  N.  Y.,  I737»  where  he  d.  ab.  1756,  having  m.  three  w., 
viz.,  Maria  Pell,  1735  ;  Maria  Gautier,  1743  ;  and  Teuniie  Bogert,  1746,  and 
leaving  two  sons,  Daniel,  house-carpenter  (m.  1759  Catharine  Turner), 
and  Joseph,  b.  1740,  feltmaker  (m.  1761  Mary  Foshay) ;  and  Jacobus,  b. 
1717,  who  d.  July  22,  1730. 

Rutger  Waldron^  a  turner,  made  freeman  Feb.  3,  1699,  m.  1700  Deborah 
PeU,  and  1714  Cornelia  Morse.     He  d.  1720,  leaving  Daniel,  b.  1703  (fa. 

j     of  William,  of  N.  Y.,  baker,  who  m.    1752  Hille^ond  Minthorne,  and  d. 

f  1762,  leaving  chn.  Jane,  John,  Daniel,  and  Richard);  Samuel,  b.  1705,  of 
N.  Y.,  blockmak^r,  m.  1746  Mary  Kip,  and  d.   Apl.  2,  1772,  leaving  son 

,  Richard  ;  Richard,  b.  1707,  made  freeman  1732*  m.  1734  Anna  de  Graaf, 
wid.  of  John  Langedyke,  made  property  as  a  baker  and  shopkeeper,  and 
d.  Jan.  4.  1775,  without  surviving  chn.  ;  Johannes,  b.  1713,  ra.  1741  Mar- 
garet Van  Ness,  was  living  1774,  with  chn.  Christopher,  b.  I743t  Deborah, 
b.  1745,  and  Rachel,  b.  1746;  Sarah,  b.  1716,  living  unm.  1774;  and  Cor- 
jielia.  b.  1718,  who  m.  Juriaen  Blaau,  issue  William,  Cornelia,  Sarah,  and 
Henry  Blaau.xjr  Blaw.   ''^~^ 

John  WaUiron  was  a  turner,  and  ro.  Rachel  Lefferts,  dr.  of  Leffert  Pietcr- 
sen  van  Haughwoui,  of  Flatbush,  to  which  place  Waldron  removed,  and 
was  there  living  in  1755,  a  farmer.  He  had  issue  Daniel,  Leffert,  Benjamin, 
etc.,  of  whom  Leffert,  who  d.  1748,  was  fa.  of  Johannes,  of  Middlebusb,  N.J. ; 
see  Leffert  GeneaIog)\  pp.  28,  29,  from  which  we  differ  somewhat.  Daniel 
and  his  w.  Hepzibah,  also  went  to  N.  J.,  had  Johannes,  b.  1737,  etc..  and 
one  of  their  younger  sons,  Leffert,  b.  1754,  d,  Aug.  20,  1847,  was  the  fa,,  by 
hts  w.  S.irah  Colthar,  of  the  present  respected  Cornelius  L,  Waldron,  of 
Martinville,  N.  J.,  fa. -in-law  of  Charles  H.  Horton,  M.D. 
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Bterdam,  writing  to  Resolved,  Apl.  12,  1666,  says,  "  Brother : 
Tall  Anna  has  gone  over  with  the  supercargo  who  lived  in 
Nicholas  Carman^s  house/'  Waldron  had  secured  some  prop- 
erty at  H.  (see  j^.  286,  294,  297),  and  was  soon  called  to  pubhc 
office,  from  which  he  seldom  had  a  respite  for  the  rest  of  his 
life.  He  was  one  of  the  five  patentees  named  in  Nicolls^  patent, 
and  also  served  in  the  eldership.  He  d.  in  1690  ;  'his  inventory 
taken  that  year,  Majr  17,  emoracing  lands,  slaves,  farm-stock, 
etc.  The  following  items  stand  first :  ^*  Three  lots  of  land 
Ijing  upon  Van  Keulen's  Hook,  with  one  lot  of  land  \f\ng  upon 
tJochem  Pieters,  and  a  house  with  its  lot  {erf),  comprising  build- 
ings and  plantation,  as  it  is  situate  and  lyinff  at  this  village;  as 
also  a  piece  of  meadow  lying  in  the  Rouna  Meadow.''* 

But  Waldron  owed  so  much  that  the  heirs  agreed  to  let  his 
son  Samuel  take  all  the  property,  real  and  personal,  on  condi- 
tion that  he  assume  the  debts  and  the  support  of  the  widow. 
This  was  subscribed  to  May  10,  1690,  and  pursuant  to  which, 
on  the  17th,  the  town  clerk,  Bertholf,  took  a  list  of  the  lands  and 
effects,  in  presence  of  the  constable,  etc.,  and  on  June  5  the 
magistrates  appointed  Adolph  Meyer  and  Daniel  Tourneur  to 
appraise  the  same.  But  on  the  14th  the  heirs  executed  a  paper 
assigning  **  two  thirds  of  the  estate  of  omx  deceased  father, 
aforesaid,  to  his  creditors,  for  the  payment  of  his  debts,  and  the 
widow  agreeably  to  law  shall  retain  one  third."  On  July  16 
ensuing,  the  wid.,  for  1200  gl,,  conveyed  to  Arent  Harmons, 
"  a  lot  of  land  on  Jochem  rioters,  being  No.  12,  on  the  sur- 
vey." On  the  25th  ensuing,  a  public  sale  of  part  of  the  farm- 
stock,  etc.,  took  place  ;  and  the  next  dav  the  wid.  sold  to  John 
Hendricks  van  Brevoort,  for  600  gl.,  a  half  lot  Iving  upon 
Van  Keulen's  Hook,  being  No.  9,  the  other  half  belonging  to 
Adolph  Meyer."  On  Nov.  25,  1690,  the  wid.  and  heirs  sold  to 
Samuel  Waldron,  for  3800  gl.,  "  the  farm  of  his  deceased  father. 
Resolved  Waldron,  consisting  of  two  lots  and  a  half  of  land, 
lying  upon  Van  Keulen's  Hook,  with  the  meadows,  buildings, 
and  planting  ;"  on  the  same  date  released  to  John  Dyckman, 
for  400  gl.,  "a  certain  piece  of  meadow  lying  in  the  Round 
Meadow,  at  Spuyten  Duyvel,  next  to  the  meadow  of  Coenraet 
and  Meyndert ;"  and  also  ratified  the  sale  of  Nos.  3  and  4,  New 
Lots,  which  Resolved  Waldron  had  deeded  to  Samuel,  Feb.  20, 
1686,  and  he  to  his  br,  Johannes,  May  21,  1689. 

Resolved  Waldron's  chu.  by  his  first  w.,  Rebecca  Hendricks, 
all  b.  at  Amsterdam,  were  William,  b.  1647  ;  Rebecca,  b.  1649, 

♦  The  statement  in  the  Annals  of  Newtovm,  p.  381,  that  Resolved  Wal- 
dron "  acquired  a  large  property  at  Hoorn's  Hook,  within  the  limits  of 
Harlem,  on  which  he  located.'*  was  made  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Isaac 
Adriance,  seldom  inaccurate  in  such  matters  ;  but  was  found,  on  fuller  in- 
vestigation, to  apply  to  Samuel,  son  of  Resolved  Waldron. 
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who  m.  John  Nagel  and  John  Dyckman  ;  and  Aeltie,  b.  1651, 
who  m.  Capt.  Johannes.  Vermilye.  By  his  second  w.,  Tanneke 
Nagel,  he  had  Barent,  b.  1655  ;  Ruth,  b.  1657>  who  m.  John 
Delamater  and  Hendrick  Bogert ;  Cornelia,  b.  1659,  who  m. 
Peter  van  Oblienis ;  Johannes,  b.  1665,  and  Samuel,  b.  1670  ; 
three  b.  in  New  Amsterdam,  the  others  at  H.* 

William  Waldron,  of  N.  Y.,  cooper  (see  p.  373),  was  made 
viewer  of  pipestaves,  June  7,  1676.  On  Dec.  17,  1679,  he  and 
the  other  coopers,  in  all  twenty- two,  formed  a  combination  to 
maintain  their  prices  upon  casks  and  ))arrels,  and  prevent  un- 
derselling. For  this  they  were  proceeded  against  before  the 
governor  and  council,  and  fined  each  fifty  shillings,  for  '*  the 
church  or  pious  uses.''  The  cullers  of  pipestaves  were  dis- 
missed, and  Waldron  and  his  partner,  Petersen,  were  sworn  as 
cullers,  Feb.  16,  1680.  Waldron  was  appointed  one  of  the  pub- 
lic measurers  Dec.  1,  1702.  He  was  still  living  in  1710.  By 
Engeltie,  dr.  of  Peter  Stoutenburgh,  m.  in  1671  (see  p.  304),  he 
had  issue,  Rehe-ccay  b.  1672,  PeteVy  b.  1675,  Hefiarick,  b.  1677, 
William,  b.  1680,  Aefie,  b.  1682,  Jannette,  b.  1692,  Wy^itieyh. 
1694.  Of  Hendrick,  Aefie,  and  Wyntie,  no  more  is  found.  Ee- 
becca  m.  John  Davenport  and  David  Kent,  and  Jannetie  m. 
Thomas  Powell  ajjd  William  Adams  ;  Powell  being  a  young 
man  from  St.  Christopher.  William  Waldron  m.  Johanna,  dr. 
of  John  Nagel,  of  H.,  and  had  issue  Resolved,  b.  1706,  Rebecca, 
1709,  William,  1713,  Johanna,  17.15,  and  Deborah,  1717  ;  but 
two  yrs.  later  wo  lose  track  of  William  and  his  family,  who  seem 
to  have  left  the  city.  On  his  petition  an  act  was  passed  in  1717 
to  exempt  his  sloop,  the  Mart/  and  Hannah ,  from  paying  ton- 
nage. His  br.  Peter  went  to  Albany,  m.  in  1698*Tryntie,  dr.  of 
Comelis  Vandenbergh,  and  d.  at  that  place,  in  1725,  leaving 
issue,  William,  b.  1700  ;  Cornelia,  b.  1702,  m.  to  Derick  Bratt, 
Jr.  ;  Cornelius,  b.  1705  ;  Engeltie,  b.  1708,  d.  single  ;  Catha- 
rine, b.  1711,  m.  Hendrick  van  Wie  ;  Eva,  b.  1714,  m.  John 
Witbeck  ;  Peter,  b.  1717,  d.  1728  ;  Rebecca,  b.  1719,  m.  John 
G.  Yates  ;  and  Gerrit,  b.  1723.  Of  these,  Cornelius  m.  in  1732 
Jannetie  van  .Ness,  and  d.  in  1756  ;  he  has  desc.  about  Half 
Moon,  Bethlehem,  and  Waterford.  The  brs.  William  and  Gerrit, 
both  masons,  removed  to  the  city  of  N.  Y.,  but  William  eventu- 

*  Capt.  John  Waldron,  who  commanded  his  Majesty's  ship  Greyhound, 
was  probably  not  from  either  of  our  Waldron  families.  He  m.  at  N.  Y.,  by 
license  of  Oct.  27,  1704,  Cornelia  Hardenberg.  About  1721  he  gave  up  his 
command,  and  became  a  merchant ;  was  vestryman  of  Trinity  Chh..  1725  to 
1732,  and  captain  of  the  Blue  Artillery  co.,  and  as  such  had  charge  of  the 
military  stores  for  some  20  yrs.  He  d.  ab.  1762.  His  dr.  Mary  ra.  Daniel 
Stiles.  His  son  John,  b.  1709,  m.  1732  Elizabeth  Brestede.  and  Gerardus, 
b.  1713,  m.  1736  Elizabeth  Rose,  but  both  d.  soon  after  their  ra.,  (Gerardus 
in  1737,  at  Hurley,  Ulster  Co.),  leaving  no  issue.  The  wid.  of  John,  Jr.,  m. 
1737  Johannes  Remscn. 
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ally  returned  to  Albany,  where  he  left  a  family,  by  his  w.  Eliza- 
beth Beekman.  His  will,  made  1768,  was  proved  1774.  See 
Pearson,  and.  ^odd  Oen.  Gerrit  m.  1744  Maria  de  Forest,  and 
in  1765  became  a  freeman.  He  was  fa.  of  Catharine,  b.  1748, 
who  ra.  Alexander  Exceen  ;  Peter,  b.  1751,  Cornelius,  b.  1755, 
and  John,  b.  1758  ;  said  Peter  known  as  Peter  G.  Waldron. 

Barent  Waldron,  whose  possession  of  Gloudie's  Point  gave 
him  a  place  among  the  patentees,  m.  Sept.  25,  1687,  Jannetie, 
dr.  of  John  Meynderts.  See  p.  236.  Having  much  of  his  fa.  's 
aptness  for  public  business,  he  served  the  town  in  various  trusts, 
especially  in  that  of  collector.  His  name  as  assessor  stands  in 
Montgomery's  charter,  1731,  and  he  signs  the  Mill  Gamp  grant 
in  1738.  At  this  date  Jochem  and  Jacob  Gardenier  appear  to 
occupy  his  farm.  Being  aged,  he  sold  his  farm,  Aug.  6,  1740, 
to  John  R  Myer,  of  N.  Y.  See  pp.  500,  528.  Barent  had 
chn.,  Tanneke,  b.  1688,  who  m.  John  Adriaens,  of  Hackensack  ; 
Beliiie,  b.  1690,  m.  Isaac  Delamater,  Jr.  ;  JohanneSy  b.  1692  ; 
Resolved,  b.  1695,  not  further  noticed  ;  Catharine,  b.  1698,  m. 
John  Foshay;  and  Margaret,  b.  1700,  who  m.  Cornelius  Lydecker, 
of  Hackensack.  Johannes  Waldron  m.  June  5, 1719,  Susannah, 
dr.  of  Isaac  Delamater,  and  some  yrs.  later  removed  to  Philips- 
burgh,  Westchester  Co.,  both  living  to  an  advanced  age,  and 
having  sons  and  drs.  Of  the  former,  we  believe,  were  Barent 
and  Isaac  ;  and  of  the  latter,  Cornelia,  who  m.  Jacob  Gardenier , 
Catharine,  who  m.  Keynier  Quackenbush,  and  Rebecca,  who  m. 
1753  Jacob  Flierboom,*of  Tappan.  Isaac  Waldron  m.  Francina 
Flierboom,  his  onlv  son  known  to  us  being  John,  b.  Dec.  13, 
1760.  Barent  Waldron  was  b.  at  Harlem,  and  m.  at  Philips- 
burgh,  June  9,  1744,  Lena  Gardenier  ;  issue,  Johannes,  b.  July 
25,  1752  ;  Barent,  b.  Nov.  20,  1754 ;  Jacobus,  b.  Feb.  24,  17^  ; 
Isaac,  b.  June  7,  1759 ;  Jannetie,  b.  May  22,  1761 ;  Rebecca,  b. 
Dec.  18,  1763.  There  was  also  Johannes  Waldron,  who  lived  at 
Philipsburgh,  probablv  related  to,  but  not  easily  identified  with, 
our  Waldrons,  if,  as  his  marriage  record  says,  he  was  b.  **at 
Utrecht,  in  Holland."  He  m.  in  1720  Janneke  Bogert,  of 
Tappan,  probably  a  dr.  (not  named  p.  492)  of  Peter  and  Fevtie, 
and,  if  we  mistake  not,  was  fa.  of  Peter  Waldron,  b.  in  Ford- 
ham,  who,  while  living  at  Philipsburgh,  m.  Oct.  10, 1747,  Mar- 
ritie  Ackerman.*    He  became  a  freeman  of  N.  Y.  in  1752,  and 

*  David  Ackerman,  whose  desc.  are  very  numerous,  was  from  Berlikum, 
in  Brabant.  His  departure  from  Amsterdam  for  this  country,  in  1662.  is 
mentioned  p.  106,  but  considering  the  silence  of  our  records  regarding  him 
it  may  be  doubled  whether  he  survived  the  voyage.  He  had  six  chn.,  who 
came  over,  viz.,  Lysbeth,  b.  1642,  Anneken,  b.  1644,  David,  b.  1646.  Lou - 
tens,  b.  1650,  Lodewyck,  b.  1654,  and  Abraham,  b.  1656.  Lysbeth  being 
the  eldest,  upon  her  seems  to  have  devolved  the  care  of  the  younger  chn. 
She  and  her  sr.  joined  the  chh.  at  New  Amsterdam  Jan.  6,  1663,  beiog  the 
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had  sons  David,  b.  1754^  and  Isaac,  1756  ;  the  first,  by  trade  a 
gunsmith,  and  a  much  respected  citizen,  m.  1773  Elizabeth 
Tremper,  and  d.  Nov.  9,  1811,  at  418  Broadway. 

Johannes  Waldron,  son  of  Resolved,  m.  in  1690  Anna,  dr. 
of  Capt.  Jan  van  Dalsen  ;  and  livine  close  under  Jochem  Pieters 
Hills  (133d  Street,  between  8th  and  9th  Aves.),  he  was  usually 
called  of  the  Hilly  to  distinguish  him  from  nis  namesake  of 
Hoorn's  Hook.A  His  house-lot,  which  lay  at  the  end  of  the  New 
Lots,  but  west  of  the  highway,  was  bought  from  the  town.  May 
10,  1688,  for  12  gl.,  by  his  or.  Samuel,  who,  after  building  on 
it,  sold  it  to  Johannes,  May  21,  1689,  together  with  the  New 
Lots,  Nos.  3,  4,  5,  7,  which  had  come  to  Samuel  from  his  fa. 
and  others.  On  Apl.  3,  1690,  the  town  sold  Joh.  an  addition 
to  his  house-lot,  making  it  17  rods  on  the  road,  and  to  extend 
back  to  the  foot  of  the  hill.  Joh. .  and  Barent  together  bought 
No.  8  of  the  New  Lots,  Jan.  1,  1701,  from  Johannes'  br.-m- 
law,  Teunis  van  Dalsen,  who  had  obtained  it,  May  1, 1696,  from 
Joost  van  Oblinus.      This  lot  they  divided,  Joh.  taking  the 

first  communion  season  after  their  anrivaL  They  lived  in  the  MarckveU 
Steeg,  In  1664  Anneke  ra.  Nathaniel  Pietersen  Hennion,  from  Lejden ; 
and  in  1668  Lysbeth  became  the  w.  of  Kier  Wolters,  of  H.,  whence  for 
several  yrs.  some  of  the  family  are  found  here  and  at  Fordham,  where  Lou- 
rens  rented  a  farm  ;  see  pp.  278,  350.  In  1679  Lourens  m.  Geertie  Egberts. 
David,  living  in  N.  Y.,  m.  in  1680  Hillegond,  dr.  of  Abram  Isaacs  Ver- 
planck.  Lodew}'ck  m.  at  Kingston,  in  1681,  Tanneke,  b.  in  New  England, 
dr.  of  Jacob  Blaeck,  of  N.  Y.,  (see  p.  228)  andt  Abraham,  living  at  Bergen, 
m.  in  1683  Aeltie,  dr.  of  Adrian  van  Laer.  All  the  family  ultimately  went 
to  Hackensack  ;  David,  Lourens,  and  Lodewj'ck,  with  their  w.,  helping  to 
organize  the  chh.  there  in  1686,  the  nearest  chh.  previously  being  the  newly 
formed  French  society  at  Kinkackemeck^  or  Kinderkameck.  Abraham  also 
joined  in  1696.  Lodewyck  losing  his  w.,  m.  in  1699  Hillegond,  dr.  of  Hen- 
drick  Bosch,  and  removed  to  Philipsburgh,  Westchester  co.  We  give  a 
list  of  chn.,  but  incomplete.  David  had  issue, />flwV,  b.  1681,  m.  Gcrbrecht 
Romeyn  ;  Johannes^  b.  1684,  m.  Jannetie  Lozier;  Marritie,  b.  1690,  m. 
Swain  O^den,  of  Newark.  Lourens  had  Lysbeth^  b.  1680,  m.  Cornelius  Van- 
derhoof,  from  Albany ;  Jannetie^  b.  1682,  m.  Jacobus  van  Voorhees  ;  Egbert^ 
b.  1685,  m.  Elizabeth  Bryant;  Catharine^h,  1687,  m.  John  Verwey ;  David, 
b.  1689,  m.  Sarah  Culver  ;  and  Johannes^  who  m.  Jacomina  Demarest. 
Abraham  had  David,  b.  1684,  m.  Margaret  Jurcks  ;  Cerrit,  b.  1685  m.  Jan- 
netie van  Voorhees  \  Abigail,  b.  1687,  m.  Andries  Hopper  and  Derick  Brink- 
erhoff.  Lysbfth,  b.  1689,  m.  Johannes  Doremus;  Antteken^h.  1691,  m. 
Thomas  Doremus ;  Adrian,  b.  1695,  m.  Mary  van  Blarcom  ;  Johannes,  b. 
1696,  m.  1721  Maria  Wakefield,  and  1728  Elizabeth  Stagg  ;  Gulian,  b.  1697, 
m.  Rachel  van  Voorhees  ;  Anna-Maria,  b.  1701,  m.  Albert  Terhune  ;  Abra- 
ham, b.  1702,  m.  Hendrica  Hopper,  and  Sarah,  b.  1705,  m.  Cornelius  Boers. 
Lodewyck,  of  Philipsburgh,  had  a  dr.  Lysbeth,  b.  1684,  m.  Arent  Foot- 
man (Putman),  of  Schenectady,  but  who  moved  to  the  **  Maquaas  country;" 
and  dr.  Francina,  b.  1696,  m.' Samuel  Williams,  of  Albany.  His  son  David, 
b.  1694,  m.  1719,  Mary  See,  was  a  deacon  in  the  Philipsburgh  chh.,  and  fa. 
of  Mary,  who  m.  Peter  Waldron,  as  in  the  text.  We  have  not  space  for 
fuller  details,  but  hope  this  brief  sketch  may  aid  some  desc,  with  a  becom- 
ing pride  in  his  ancestry,  to  fill  out  the  family  tree. 
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western  half.  He  liad  already  secured  No.  2,  originally  Glaude 
Delamater's,  from  his  son-in-law,  Arent  Bussing,  and  in  1731 
bought  No.  6,  from  Isaac  Delamater,  who  had  gotten  it  in  1729 
from  Nich.  Kortright,  gd.-son  of  Cornelis  Jansen,  the  Grst 
owner.  Thus  Johannes  came  to  hold  Nos.  2  to  7  and  half  of 
8,  being  6^  lots.  His  large  acquisitions  from  the  drafted  lands 
are  shown  in  App.  J.  He  d.  in  1753,  having  survived  his  w. 
and  all  his  chn.  except  his  son  Resolved.  He  had  Ann,  b.  1692, 
who  m.  John  Delamater ;  Margaret,  b.  1693,  who  m.  Adolph 
Myer  ;  Cornelia^  b.  1696,  who  m.  Ryck  Lent ;  JohanneSy  b. 
1698-;  Resolved,  b.  ab.  1702,  and  Samuel,  b.  ab.  1705.  The 
last  bought  his  fa.'s  farm  and  stock,  Nov.  17,  1748,  but  d.  in 
1752,  his  wid.,  Engeltie,  occupying  the  farm  till  the  Revolu- 
tion. His  heirs  sold  it  to  John  Delancey,  July  10,  1776,  the 
principal  heir  being  his  dr.  Engel,  who  m.  1765  Lawrence  Myer, 
fa.  of  Samuel  Myer. 

Resolved  Waldron,  son  of  Johannes  ''  of  the  Hill,"  m.  1729 
Mattie,  dr.  of  Adrian  and  Anna  Quackenbnsh  (see  p.  515),  and 
removed  to  Hackensack,  joining  the  chh.  there  in  1731.  On 
Apl.  10,  1751,  he  bought  a  farm  of  135  a.,  on  Floris'  Fall,  at 
Haverstraw,  to  which,  after  his  dec,  his  sons  John  and  Jacob 
succeeded,  purchasing  from  the  co-heirs,  June  17,  1789,  and 
making  a  division  Oct.  23,  1800.  Resolved  being  weak,  made 
his  will,  Dec.  22,  1756  ;  it  was  proved  June  1,  1761.  His  chn. 
were  John,  Adrian  (also  called  Edward),  Jacob,  Anna,  who  m. 
Johannes  Springsteen,*  Elizabeth,  m.  Patrick  liine,  Mary,  m. 
Abraham  Lent,  and  Catharine,  who  m.  Alexander  Bulen. 

Johannes  Waldron,  the  son  of  Johannes  of  the  Hill,  m  . 
in  1719  Elizabeth,  dr.  of  Samson  Benson,  but  died  in  1724, 
leaving  two  sons,  Johannes,  b.  1721,  and  Samuel,  b.  1723.  His 
wid.  m.  John  Romer,  and  went  to  live  in  Bergen  Co.,  N.  J., 
but  returned  to  H.,  where  Romer  purchased,  in  1744,  and  held 
till  the  Revolution  or  later,  the  square  plot  in  the  village,  south 
of  the  Church  Lane,  which  John  P.  Waldron  devised,  m  1806, 
to  his  dr.  Cornelia,  wlio  m.  S.  D.  Ingraham.  Johannes  Wal- 
dron, b.  1721,  built  a  house  on  the  Commons,  at  90th  Street, 
at  the  junction  of  Kingsbridge  Road  with  the  Bloomingdale 

*  The  Springsteens  have  a  good  claim,  in  the  matter  of  ancestry,  to  the 
traditional  *'  three  brothers  ;"  for  to  Joost  and  Johannes  Springsteen,  named 
in  the  Annals  of  Newto-wn,  p.  130,  as  earning  from  Groningen  in  1652,  must 
be  added  Melle,  or  Melch*»ri,at  Bushwick,  1663,  who  m.  Gertrude  Bartelsen, 
became  a  freeman  of  N.  Y.,  Jan.  23.  1696,  but  ultimately  removed  to  Rock- 
land  CO.  He  had  sons  Casparus,  Juriaen  and  Isaac ;  the  first  the  miller 
who  went  to  Schenectady.  See  Pearson's  Albany  Settlers,  Caspar,  of  Haver- 
straw, 1702,  son  of  Johajines  aforesaid,  also  left  a  family,  whence,  probabl}*, 
Johannes  named  in  the  text.  We  have  gathered  other  items  respecting  the 
Springsteen;;,  which  would  aid  in  making  up  a  genealogy.  The  first  were 
Swedes.    The  Delaware  branch  shortened  the  name  to  Spring. 
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New  Cross  Road,  also  called  Apthorpe's  or  Jauncey's  Lane. 
Thouffh  originally  we  believe  without  a  written  title  to  the  land 
he  had  inclosed,  he  continued  in  possession  till  his  d.  in  1813, 
at  the  age  of  91  yrs.  His  old  house,  which  stood  in  Central 
Park,  was  afterward  burned.  He  was  twice  m.,  first  in  1745,  to 
Wyntie  Terhune,  of  Hackensack,  and  secondly  in  1781,  to  Maria 
Vermilye,  of  Yonkers  ;  by  the  first  having  a  large  family,  bis 
son  Samuel  B.,  b.  1755,  succeeding  to  his  "possession."  His 
eldest  son  John,  b.  174G,  is  still  remembered  ;  another  son,  Albert, 
was  b.  1749  ;  another  son,  Peter^  m.  Hannah  van  Blarcom,  in 
1774,  but  d.  in:  'S,  Y.  in  1780,  without  issue  ;  another  son,  Ben- 
jamin, d.  at  his  residence  near  St.  Mark's  Church,  ab.  1823 ; 
another  son,  Oliver,  of  N.  Y.,  freeman,  1770,  was  fa.  of  Mrs. 
Eliza  Byrne,  wid.  of  Edward  Byrne.  Of  Johannes  Waldron's 
drs.,  Elizabeth,  b.  1747,  m.  William  Sandallan,  Mary  m.  William 
Shaw,  and  Anna  m.  Jones. 

Samuel  Waldron,  youngest  son  of  Resolved  1st,  purchased 
the' paternal  farm  upon  Van  Keulen*s  Hook,  Nov.  25,  1690, 
as  before  mentioned.  He  m.  Neeltie,  dr.  of  Francis  Blood- 
good,  of  Flushing.*  Waldron  was  among  the  first  to  discard 
the  common  fences.  On  Oct.  26,  1704,  he  gave  notice  that  be 
should  do  so,  and,  within  a  year  and  six  weeks,  fence  in  his 
lands  on  Van  Keulen's  Hook.  The  same  notice  was  given  by 
Arent  Bussing  ;  and  also  by  Johannes  Waldron,  Joost  and  Peter 
van  Oblieni8,.and  Barent  Isagel,  owning  lots  on  Jochem  Pleters. 
Waldron  had  a  share  in  the  Hoorn  Frigate,  a  somewhat  noted 
vessel,  which,  being  sent  out  by  Gov.  Sloughter  on  the  public 
service,  was  captured  by  the  enemy.  In  1710  he  bought  the 
John  Delamater  lands,  including  the  Hoorn'a  Hook  farm,  two 
north  gardens  (see  p.  499),  a  lot  on  Montanye's  Flat,  and  No.  1, 

*  Captain  Frans  Jansen  Bloodgood,  or  Bloetgoet,  ad  then  written,  was 
from  Amsterdam,  and  one  of  the  early  colonists  to  New  ArosteU  whiilier 
he  was  accompanied  by  his  w.  Lysbeih  Jans,  a  native  of  Gouda,  and  an  in- 
fant, Geertie.  In  1659  ^^  came  to  New  Amsterdam,  but  settled  in  Flushing, 
owning,  when  he  died,  land,  cattle,  and  sheep.  On  May  24,  1674,  he  was 
commissioned  chief  officer  of  the  Dutch  militia  of  Flushing,  Hempstead, 
Jamaica,  and  Newtown.  Two  yrs.  after,  "  being  sorely  wounded  and  very 
weak,"  he  gave  directions  as  to  his  property,  and  d.  Dec.  29,  1676.  His 
wid.  three  yrs.  later,  m.  Wouter  Gysberts,  from  Hilverzum.  His  chn.  were 
Geertie,  b.  1658  at  Amsterdam,  m.  John  Marsion  ;  Adriana,  b.  1660,  m. 
Hendrick  Hegeman  ;  Isabella,  b.  1662,  m.  Ide  van  Schaick  ;  Judith,  b.  1665, 
m.  Johannes  Wynkoop ;  William,  b.  1667 ;  Neeltie,  b.  1670,  m.  Samuel 
Waldron  ;  John,  b.  1672,  and  Lysbeth,  b.  1675,  and  unm.  in  1698.  At 
this  date  John,  and  his  w.  Mary,  were  living  at  Flushing.  William  belonged 
to  Lt.  Schuyler's  troop  in  1687,  was  elected  one  of  the  first  vestrymen  for 
Jamaica  parish  in  1703,  and  in  1714  was  justice  of  the  peace.  Desc.  of 
Frans  Bloodgood  went  to  Albany  in  the  next  century  {Pearson) ;  and  the 
N.  Y.  Directory  witnesses  to  their  increase  in  this  city,  some  of  them  dij- 
tingnishcd  for  their  wealth. 
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Van  Keulen's  Hook,  the  last  joining  his  farm  there,  which  em- 
braced lots  2,  3,  and  half  of  4.  This  farm  he  sold,  Mar:  23, 
1711,  to  Capt.  Charles  Congreve  and  John  James,  reserving  the 
morgen  rights^  but  allowing  the  puchasers  **  all  those  undivided  | 
sixteen  acres  of  land  in  the  commons  of  Harlem,  of  the  first  and  j 
second  draft  belonging  to  the  said  Samuel  Waldron.'*  Onsellinff 
this  farm  to  John  van  Horn,  Mar.  27,  1711,  Congreve  substituted 
for  this  16  a.  his  lot  No.  7,  2d  Div.,  retaining  his  lot  in  1st  Div., 
which  he  sold,  Dec.  26,  1713,  to  Johannes  Waldron.  Removing 
to  Hoorn's  Hook,  Samuel  Waldron  secured  a  patentee  deed  for--^ 
his  new  farm,  of  115  a.,  Dec.  20, 1712.  For  his  draft  lots,  see  p: 
521,  also  App.  J.  He  sold,  prior  to  1715,  his  lot  in  1st  Div.  to 
Abram  Delamontanie,  his  2d  Div.  to  Samson  Benson,  and  3d 
Div.  to  Johannes  Benson.  He  got  an  additional  10  a.  from 
Peter  van  Oblienis  in  1720.  Its  situation  is  not  clearly  shown  y 
but  what  is  said  p.  541  may  be  compared  with  the  further 
reference  to  it  here.  Waldron  d.  in  1737,  his  lands,  now  rated 
156  a.,  passing  to  his  son  Johannes,  and  from  him  in  1741  to  his 
br.  William,  who  the  yr.  following;  conveyed  part  of  the  farm 
(17  a.,  say  the  Hopper  place jT,  to  his  br.  Benjamin,  and  the  lot 
on  Montanye's  Flat,  with  lot  No.  12,  4th  Div.  and  4  a.  of  the 
10  a.  lot  aforesaid,  to  his  br.  Peter.  William  kept  3  a.  of  the 
last  lot,  and  the  remaining  3  a.  we're  boucht  by  Hendrick  Myer, 
apparently  because  adjacent  to  the  Gloudie  Point  Farm,  which 
Myer  had  recently  purchased  ;  see  p.  528.  If  not  here,  we  know 
not  where  to  locate  this  10  a.  lot.  From  William  and  Benj. 
the  title  to  the  farm  is  readily  traced.  See  App.  H.  Samuel  y 
had  the  following  chn.,  namely,  Johannes,  b.  1693  ;  FranciSy 
b.  1695,  d.  y.;  Frayicis^  b.  I6O7,  Resolved,  b.  1699,  Elizabeth, 
b.  1700,  TanneBT^.  1703,  William,  b.  1705,  Peter,  b.  1708, 
Samuel,  b.  1710,  and  Benjamin,  b.  1713.  Elizabeth  m.  Martin 
Beekman,  and    Tanneke    m.,  Johannes    Benson.*     Johannes 

*  Martin  Beekman  is  named  by  two  respectable  authorities  (Our  Home^ 
p.  492,  Bergen  Genealogy^  p.  348),  as  a  desc.  of  Wilhelmus  Beeckman,  no- 
ticed on  p.  179.  This  is  a  mistake.  Martin  was  the  son  of  Hendrick  and 
^d.-son  of  Marten  Hendricksen,  of  Fort  Orange,  or  Albany,  apparently  the 
person  so-called,  from  Hamelwaard,  in  the  duchy  of  Bremen,  who  came 
out  in  1633,  in  the  service  of  the  Patroon  Van  Rensselaer.  Marten  Hen- 
dricksen  Beeckman  was  a  sturdy  blacksmith,  such  a  character,  we  may 
judge,  as  gives  dignity  to  labor,  for  during  a  residence  of  some  years  he 
maintained  a  good  credit  with  the  deacons,  who  loaned  him  considerable 
sums,  in  1652  and  later.  By  his  w.  Susannah  Jans,  he  had,  as  identified, 
live  chn.,  viz.,  Hendrick,  Johannes,  Marten,  Metie,  who  m.  Comelis  Van- 
dcrhoof,  of  Albany,  and  Jan  Bebout,  of  Brooklyn,  and  Neeltie,  who  m. 
Jacob  Bennett,  of  Brooklyn.  Johannes  Martensen  Beekman,  who  m. 
Machtelt,  dr.  of  Jacob  Schermerhorn,  and  Eva,  dr.  of  John  Vinhaegen,  is 
noticed  in  the  works  of  Holgate  and  Pearson,  His  br.  Marten  m.  Neeltie, 
dr.  of  Teunis  and  Engeltie  Slingerlant,  of  Albany,  removed  in  1693  to 
N.  Y.,  and  had,  so  far  as  known,  seven  drs»  but  no  sons. 
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probably  d.  in  1741,  and  if  he  m.,  evidently  left  no  issue.  He 
was  assist,  aid.  of  the  Out  Ward  from  1731  to  1737,  excepting 
one  yr.  A  stone,  rudely  inscribed  IW-hD+23-hAO  +  1693+ 
and  rescued  by  Mr.  Bufus  Prime  from  the  venerable  Waldron 
house  f88th  Street,  north  side,  a  little  east  of  Avenue  A),  when 
its  walls  were  demolished  in  1870,  takes  us  back  to  the  boyhood 
of  Johannes  Waldron  ;  his  own  record,  no  doubt,  of  his  iniUalfi 
and  birthday,  **  Johannes  Waldron^  Dec.  23,  Anno  1693. ''>/^ 
Samuel  Waldron,  b.  Feb.  13,  1710,  was  a  blacksmith,  m. 
Apl.  25,  1735,  Anna  Delamater  (b.  July  15,  1715),  and  removed 
to  Newtown,  L.  I.,  where  he  bought  a  small  farm  Feb.  6,  1736. 
His  chn.  were  Anne,  b.  Jan.  29,  1736,  m.  Richard  Rapelye ; 
Samuel,  b.  Mar.  13,  1738  ;  John  S.,  b.  June  18,  1741,  d.  unm., 
Feb.  18,  1795  ;   Elizabeth,  b.  Jan.  29,  1744,  m.  Samuel  Beek- 

Hendrick  Martensen  Beekman,  of  Scotia,  near  Schenectady,  m.  ADnetie, 
dr.  of  Peter  Quackenbos,  and  had  issue  Martin,  b.  1685,  Susanna,  b.  1686, 
Lydia^  b.  1689,  Hendricks  b.  1692,  Mary.b.  1695,  Peter,  b.  1697,  and  Magda^ 
Una,  b.  1701.     He  removed  to  Somerset  co.,  N.  J.,  where  he  was  living  on 
Nov.  13,  1710,  when  he  bought  from  Octavio  Conraets,  of  N.  Y.,  a  large 
tract  of  land  on  the  Raritan  river,  about* three  miles  above  Somerville,  part 
of  which  is  now  occupied  by  the  wid.  of  Ex.-Sheriff  Van   Dorn  Vreden- 
burgh.     Wilhelmus   Beeckman's  sons  also  owned   various  tracts  on  the 
Raritan,  some  of  which  Dr.  Gerardus  Beekman  conveyed  and  devised  to 
his  son  Hendrick,  a  merchant  in  N.Y. ;  and  the  two  Hendricks  being  taken 
as  one  person  has  led  to  the  error  pointed   out  at  the  beginning  of  this 
note.    Hendrick  M.  Beekman  d.  prior   to   Sept.  20,  1735,  as  we  find   by  an 
agreement  of  that  date  between  his  sons  Martin  and   Peter,  and   which 
states  that  they,  with  their  br.  Hendrick,  had  "hitherto  jointly  enjoyed"  his 
lands.  Peier  Beekman,  who  d.  in  1773,  left  a  w.  Grietie.  and  drs.  Leentie,  m. 
Fernandus  Gulick,Annetie,  m.  Peter  Peterson,  and  Necltie,  m.  Bemardus 
van  Zandt.    Hendrick,  br.  of  Peter,  d.  a  bachelor,  in  his  77th  yr.,  March  19, 
1769,  and  by  will  gave  his  property  to  the  five  chn.  of  his  br.  Martin,  dec, 
said  Martin  having  d.  Oct.  27, 1757,  ae.  .72  yrs.    These  chn.  (all  by  his  w. 
Elizabeth  Waldron,  of  Hoorn's  Hook,  whom  he  m.  June  21,  1724,  and  who 
d.  Nov.  27,  1760,  ae.  60  yrs.),  were  Elizabeth,  b.  Aug.  30,  1725,  m.  Francis 
Brazier,  and   d.    Nov.   9,  1810;    Hendrick,  b.  Mar.  24,  1727,  m.    Phebc 
Bloomfield,  and  d.  Jan.  26, 1796  ;  Samuel,  b.   Nov.  26,  1729,  m.  Elizabeth 
Waldron.  of  Newtown,  L.  I.,  and  d.  Oct.  19,  1808  ;  Anna,  b.  June  28,  1734, 
m.  Johannes  Waldron,  Nov.  12,  1766,  and  d.  Sept.  5,  1795  (he  d.  Sept,  10, 
1795),  and  John  b.  Nov.  5,  1741.   Of  these  Hendrick  and  Phebe  had  eight 
chn.,  of  whom   Benjamin  (b.  Oct.  26,  1766,  m.  Cornelia  Beekman,  and  d. 
Mar.  21,  1838),  was  fa.  of  Bloomfield  Beekman,  and  of  Elizabeth,  now  the  re- 
spected wid.  of  Van  Dorn  Vredenburgh,  Esq.,  dec.     Samuel  and  Elizabeth 
had  five  chn.,  of  whom  were  two  sons,  viz.,Samuel  and  Martin,  the  last  (h. 
May  14,   1773,  m.  Matilda  Brokaw  and  Mary  Powelson,  and  d.  Aug.   26, 
1844,  in  Somerset  Co.)  having  fourteen  chn.,  of  whom  Joseph  B.  was  fa.  of 
Revs.  John  S.  and  Abraham  J.  Beekman.     Martin's  br.  Samuel  (b.  Sept.  21. 
1766,  m.  Helena  Ten  Broeck,  and  d.  Mar.  4, 1850,  at  Harlingen),  was  fia.  of 
Rev.  Jacob  Ten  Broeck  Beekman,  (b.  Apl.  10, 1801,  m.  Ann  Crawford,  and  d. 
Apl.  23,   1875),  being  the  fa.  of  Hon.  George  C.  Beekman,  of  Freehold, 
N.  J.,  without,  whose  friendly  co-operation  we  may  have  been  less  success- 
ful in  correcting  the  current  mistakes  regarding  the  early  history  of  this  Im- 
portant branch  of  the  Beekman  family. 
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man  ;  Margaret,  b.  July  13,  1746,  m.  Jacobus  Waldron  ;  Cor- 
nelia, b.  Sept.  11,  1749,  d.  unm.,  Apl.  5,  1769  ;  William,  b. 
Oct  22,  1752,  d.  Apl.  8, 1824  ;  and  Benjamin,  b.  Feb.  25, 1757. 
See  Annals  of  Neiotowny  p.  381. 

Francis  Vf^aldron  settled  near  Ncfrth  Branch,  N".  J. ,  where  he 
and  w.,  Catalina  van  Nest,  were  chh.  mem.  in  1725,  and  he  after- 
ward a  deacon.  He  d.  in  1764  or  1765,  leaving  sons  Samnel, 
Jerome,  and  Johannes,  who  shared  his  farm  ;  and  William,  who 
received  £100.     He  had  also  drs.  Neeltie  and  Agnietie. 

Resolved  Waldron  m.  1722  Jannetie,  dr.  of  Joh.  M^^er,  settled 
near  Harlingen,  N.  J.,  where  he  was  a  deacon  and  elder  ;  re- 
tamed  eventually  and  lived  at  Eastchester,  then  became  a  baker 
in  N.  Y.,  and  later  a  farmer  in  Brookl^.  He  d.  there  Oct.  21, 
1772,  and  was  buried  in  N.  Y.,  administration  on  his  estate 
being  granted  on  Oct.  23  to  his  youngest  son  Adolph,  also  of 
Kings  Co.,  yeoman.  Resolved  had  three  sons,  to  wit,  Samuel, 
John,  and  Adolph  ;  of  whom  the  first  m.  1749  Mary  Bassett, 
was  a  farmer  at  tne  ferry  in  Brooklyn,  and  d.  the  year  before  his 
fa.,  having  had  issue,  Catharine,  b.  1750,  Maria,  1753,  Margaret, 
1755,  Samuel,  1757,  Elsie,  1759,  John,  1761,  Jane,  1763,  and 
Eve,  1765.  His  dr.  Catharine  m.  Capt.  Nioh.  P.  Boffert,  and 
Mary  m.  Elias  Nexsen,  of  N.  Y.,  merchant.  John  Waldron,  b. 
1726,  son  of  Eesolved,  and  ''  of  N.  Y.,  mariner,"  m.  1759  Re- 
becca Bussing,  by  whom  he  had  Mary,  b.  1762,  and  John,  b. 
1771  ;  the  first  m.  Samuel  Myer.  Adolph  Waldron,  of  N.  Y., 
baker  and  shopkeeper,  m.  Mar.  15, 1758,  Catharine,  dr.  of  Capt 
Alexander  Phoenix,  removed  to  East  Chester,  returned  to  N.  Y., 
sold  out  here  after  tho  d.  of  his  br,.  Samuel,  and  became  a  farm- 
er and  innkeeper  at  Brooklyn  ferry.  In  1775  he  was  made 
capt.  of  the  troop  of  light-horse  and  soon  called  into  active  ser- 
vice to  ^uard  the  coast.  During  the  war  he  lived  at  Preakness, 
N.  J.  In  1795  he  sold  hR  Brooklyn  property,  and  d.  in  1802. 
Issue,  Elizabeth,  b.  Apl.  13,  1761,  d.  y.;  Resolve,  b.  Aug.  13, 
1763  ;  Alex. -Phoenix,  b.  Sept.  13,  1765 ;  Catharine,  b.  Dec.  12, 
1768  ;  Elizabeth,  b.  Sept.  3,  1777,  d.  unm.  June  9,  1802.  Alex. 
P.  Waldron,  of  Hackensack,  a  most  excellent  man,  m.  a  dr.  of 
Rev.  Hermanns  Meier.  Hisbr.,  Capt.  Resolve  Waldron,  of  N.Y., 
a  shipmaster,  m.  1782  Elizabeth  Godwin  ;  issue,  Adolph,  b. 
Oct.  22,  1786 ;  Abraham-Godwin,  b.  Aug.  12,  1788 ;  EUzabeth, 
b.  Sept.  10,  1789,  and  perhaps  others. 

Peter  Waldron,  also  called  Petrus,  was  named  for  his  uncle 
Peter  van  Oblienis,  to  whose  lands  he  afterward  succeeded.  He 
m.  Elizabeth,  dr.  of  Joh.  Myer,  and  was  made  constable  in  1735. 
In  1738  ho  occupied  the  plot  before  of  Peter  van  Oblienis,  and 
since  of  James  Chesterman ;  see  pp.  191,  541.  Coming  into 
possession  of  the  Oblienis  farm  on  v  an  Keulen's  Hook,  Peter 
Waldron  made  additions  to  that  part  of  it  which  joined  on  the 
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Church  Lane.  One  piece,  known  as  "the  hoeck,'*  comer  or 
pnd,  "  of  the  Klaaver  wey^^  or  Clover  Pasture  (see  pp.  343, 
344),  and  described  as  "  lying  in  the  village  of  Harlem,  afore- 
said, bounded  west  against^  the  land  now  in  the  possession  of 
Peter  Waldron,  north  by  the  highway,  east  by  the  street  or  lane, 
south  by  the  old  lots  of  Van  Keulen's  Flats,"  was  sold  him  by 
the  town.  May  11,  1747,  for  £16  :  10,  "  upon  condition  that 
Maria  Meyer  may  have  a  convenient  way  to  her  land.''  A  ques- 
tion between  him  and  Benj.  Benson,  who  owned  lots  7  to  9, 
Van  Keulen's  Hook,  was  settled  by  the  award  of  May  30,  1753, 
which  decided  "  that  Peter  Waldron  hath  a  just  right  to,  and 
that  he  be  at  liberty  to  take  in  and  enclose  to  his  own  use  and 
possession,  a  small  slip  of  land  which  lies  within  the  fence  of  th 
said  Benjamin  Benson,  behind  the  Cloverwey,  so  as  the  same  is 
now  staked  out  to  him  for  that  purpose.''  Waldron  d.  July 
12,  1772,  being  fa.  of  1.  Cornelia,  b.  Dec.  19,  1733,  who  m. 
her  cousin,  David  Waldron  ;  2.  Peter,  b.  Dec.  15,  1736  (m. 
EngeUie  Myer,  Jan.  29,  1765,  and  was  fa.  of  Susannah,  b.  Jan. 
20,  1766,  who  m.  Peter  Myer) ;  3.  John,  b.  June  30, 1741,  d.  ». 
5  months  ;  and  4.  John  P.  Waldron,  b.  Apl.  1,  1748,  who  m. 
Elizabeth  Bend,  a  niece  of  Grove  Bend,  Esq.,  and  was  fa.  of 
Peter,  Grove-Bend,  John  P.,  Jr.,  and  Cornelia,  who  m.  Samuel 
Dana  Ingraham.  At  a  meeting  of  the  H.  freeholders,  held  at 
Marriner's  Inn,  Dec.  19,  1801,  John  P.  Waldron  and  five  others 
were  chosen  commissioners  to  carry  into  effect  a  plan  for  divid- 
ing up  the  Harlem  Commons  among  the  freeholders,  and  laying 
an  annual  ground-rent  which  should  be  anplied  to  the  support 
of  an  academy  in  said  town.  Register's  Off.,  Deeds,  73  :420. 
Mr.  Waldron  d.  in  1806. 

Benjamin  Waldron  m.  in  1736  Elizabeth,  dr.  of  Jacob  Stun- 
mon.  Obtaining  the  two  lower  lots  j)f  the  Hoorn's  Hook  farm, 
known  as  Nos.  3,  4,  of  the  grants  of  1677,  he  exchanged  with 
John  Brown,  owning  the  Codrington  farm,  giving  the  easterly 
half  of  these  for  the  westerly  half  of  his  lots  Nos.  1, 2,  by  which 
both  tracts  were  made  nearer  square.  Waldron  built  on  his 
part,  and  for  many  yrs.  carried  on  a  tannery  and  shoe  factory. 
He  cl.  in  1782,  and  the  property  passing  to  Yellis  Hopper,  was 
thence  known  as  the  Hopper  place,  the  quaint  old  stone  house 
standing  till  late  on  2d  Ave.,  west  side,  between  83d  and  84th 
Sts.  Benjamin's  chn.  were  John,  Jacobus,  Benjamin,  Catalina, 
who  m.  Samuel  Delamater ;  Elizabeth,  m.  Yellis  Hopper,  afore- 
said ;  Cornelia,  m.  Ide  Hennion,  and  Eve,  who  m.  Robert  Boyle. 
Benjamin  m.  Hannah  van  Sise  ;  their  dr.  Gertrude,  b.  Jan.  5, 
1784,  m.  her  cousin,  Samuel  Waldron.  Jacobus  m.  his  cousin, 
Margaret  Waldron,  of  Newtown,  where  he  settled. 

mlliam  Waldron,  b.  Feb.  10,  1 705,  m.  in  1729  Aagie,  dr. 
of  Jacob  Sammon  ;  in  1734,  Catharine,  dr.  of  David  MaiidiO- 
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ville,  and  as  his  third  w.,  Antie,  dr.  of  Adolph  Myer,  who  sur- 
Tived  him.  He  was  made  constable  in  1734,  and  soon  after  ser- 
geant in  the  company  of  Capt  Stuyresant.  Enjoying  the  con- 
hdence  of  his  townsmen,  by  whom  on  yarious  occasions  he  waa 
intrusted  with  the  public  interests,  Mr.  Waldron  fairly  repre- 
sented the  stability  and  respectability  so  largely  characteristic  of 
the  family.  He  d*.  Dec.  5, 1769,  and  was  buried  with  his  fathers 
in  the  old  graveyard  at  H.  His  sons  were  David,  Samuel, 
Adolph,  John,  Peter,  Benjamin,  and  William ;  and  drs.  Tan- 
neke,  eldest  ch.,  b.  1730,  who  m.  Matthew  Mandeville,  Mary, 
who  m.  John  Vredenburgh,  and  Margaret,  who  m.  Abraham 
Lent.  Of  the  sons,  William  d.  without  issue,  making  his  br. 
Adolph  his  heir  at  law  ;  Benjamin  and  Peter  removed  to  Fish- 
kill.  John,  tailor,  m.  Elizabeth  Oaks  and  Aletta  Bicker,  and  had 
with  other  chn.  issue,  by  the  first,  William  J.,b.  1774,  grocer, 
assist  aid.,  1811,  and  by  the  second,  John- Vredenburgh,  b.  178S, 
metal -fan  sash  maker,  and  Victor-Bicker,  b.  1798,  merchant- 
tailor.  Adolph,  house-carpenter,  m.  Christina  Zabriskie,  and 
was  fa.  of  Benjamin  A.,  coachmaker,  and  Tunis  A.,  tailor,  the 
last  fa.  of  Adolphus,  of  Newark.  Samuel,  blacksmith,  who  held 
nart  of  the  old  farm,  and  d.  1798,  left  by  his  w.  Aefie,  sons 
Samuel  and  David  ;  the  last  d.  unm.  in  1814.  Samuel,  the  elder 
br.,  b.  1780,  m.  his  cousin,  Gertrude  Waldron,  and  d.  Dec.  31, 
1824,  being  fa.  of  Col.  Samuel  Waldron,  of  H.  David  Waldron, 
b.  1737,  eldest  son  of  William,  m.  Cornelia  Waldron,  Dec.  1, 
1763,  and  d.  Oct.  10, 1813  ;  issue,  William,  of  Yorkville  ;  Peter, 
of  Oyster  Bay  ;  Catharine,  who  m.  Jonathan  Randell,  Jr.,  and 
Eliza,  who  m.  John  Dawson. 


Cheerfully  the  author  puts  the  final  period  to  these  family 
sketches,  with  the  untold  labor  they  have  involved ;  yet  not 
without  regret,  as  in  parting  with  old  friends,  does  he  take 
leave  of  the  familiar  names  and  scenes  to  which  it  has  been  his 
grateful  oflBce  to  introduce  the  reader.  Well  has  one  expressed 
it  in  the  couplet : 

'*  These  to  the  feeling  heart  are  hallowed  haunts. 
Though  but  in  ruins  seen  and  faintly  traced.^' 

But  the  condensed  form  which  it  was  found  necessary  to  give  to 
these  details  has  at  once  precluded  sentiment  and  restricted  the 
author  to  naked  fact ;  a  method,  however,  deemed  most  in  keep- 
ing with  the  object  before  referred  to  and  steadily  pursued, 
namely,  to  make  these  sketches  the  medium  of  useful  informa- 
tion respecting  the  lands  and  titles,  and  which,  it  is  belieyed^ 
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must  give  them  a  permanent  interest  and  value  with  intelligent 
property-holders  throughout  this  section  of  the  city.  Under 
the  precise  descriptions  given — when  not  by  metes  and  bounds, 
by  the  ancient  lot  numbers — ^the  transmission  from  partj  to 
party  of  every  original  parcel  of  land  has  been  so  clearly  mdi- 
cated  as  to  point  with  certainty  to  the  origin  and  history  of 
nearly  every  title  ;  while  also  giving  the  most  positive  contradi- 
tion  to  the  foul  slander,  uttered  with  a  "  zeal  without  knowl- 
edge,'^ that  the  old  settlers  here  were  nothing  but  **  squatters.'* 
But  if  the  practical  information  here  embodied  (we  refer  to 
the  volume  at  large)  shall  commend  our  work,  as  we  believe  it 
must,  to  the  notice  of  such  as  seek  information  of  this  kind  ; 
not  for  these  alone  will  it  possess  an  interest  so  long  as  the  love 
of  kin  and  ancestry  shall  remain  a  virtue  innate  within  the 
human  breast.  What  a  nursery  was  Harlem  of  sterling  old 
Holland  and  Huguenot  names,  which,  with  the  lapse  of  genera- 
tions, have  mi^ated  beyond  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  and  the 
confines  of  neighboring  States,  to  nearly  every  part  of  the 
Union.  To  all  claiming  this  descent,  and  who  would  add  to 
their  reminiscences  of  a  worthy  ancestry  all  that  is  now  recover- 
able from  the  crumbling  records  of  their  times,  this  volume 
is  respectfully  commended. 
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A.    Page   167. 

THE  DE  FOREST  FAMILY. 

The  history  of  the  De  Forest  ancestors,  as  the  pioneer  settlers  at  Harletn, 
early  engaged  the  author's  attention,  since  it  promised  him  the  leading  his- 
toric thread  for  the  yet  unwoven  fabric  of  his  story.  Exteniding  his  inquiry 
to  the  Fatherlands,  the  result  is  already  known  to  the  reader.  Driven  by 
persecution  from  the  French  Netherlands,  the  De  Forests  became  identified 
in  Holland  with  the  beginnings  of  our  colonial  emigration — some  of  its  phases, 
developed  in  their  unpretentious  yet  eventful  career,  in  a  manner  equally 
novel  and  touching — till  it  culminated  in  the  first  settlement  upon  the  then 
wild  and  solitary  "  Flats  of  Manhattan."  Hence  the  pre-eminence  here 
given  them  :  a  deserved  tribute  to  their  trials  in  their  own  and  other  lands, 
and  to  their  well-conceived  enterprises,  of  no  less  local  significance  be- 
cause thwarted  or  marred  by  disasters  beyond  human  control.  As  supple- 
mentary to  these  interesting  details,  we  here  add  some  further  notes  upon 
the  family  in  this  country,  premising  that  this  name,  which  under  the  Dutch 
took  the  form  De  Foreest,  is  quite  distinct  from  those  of  De  la  Forest,  and 
Van  Foreest,  the  last  an  old  titled  family  of  Holland. 

Isaac  De  Forest,  younger  of  the  two  brs.  who  emigrate<l  in  1636,  was 
the  common  anc.  Born  at  Leyden  in  1616,  as  elsewhere  stated,  he  m.  at 
New  Amsterdam,  in  1641,  Saiih,  dr.  of  Philippe  du  Trieux  (Truax).  and 
Susannah  de  Chiney,  Walloons  of  the  early  migration,  Sarah  being  b.  here 
in  the  semi-fabulous  days  of  Peter  Minult.  The  same  yr.  De  Forest  built  at 
H.  a  dwelling  and  tobacco-house  on  his  plantation,  subsequently  the  site 
of  Harlem  village.  In  1643  he  leased  it  to  John  Denton,  for  raising  tobacco 
on  shares,  and  opened  a  tobacco  wareroom  on  the  Strand,  now  Pearl  Street, 
in  what  had  been  the  first  church.  Coming  to  own  that  property,  he  built 
there  a  fine  house,  "  an  ornament  to  the  city."  In  1650  he  sold  his  bouwery 
at  H.  to  Wm.  Beeckman.  Later  he  became  a  brewer  ;  his  malt-house  and 
residence  was  in  Stone  Street,  north  side,  near  Whitehall.  He  also  had  "  a 
hop-garden  and  orchard  at  Norman's  Bight."  He  was  among  the  aflSueot 
citizens  who  loaned  100  gl.  each  for  repairing  the  city  defences  in  1653. 
On  Apl.  6,  1657.  "  Isaac  de  Forest  requests  by  petition  the  privileges  of  the 
Great  Burgher  right,  as  he  has  been  in  this  country  over  twenty  years,  has 
built  considerably  in  this  city,  and  performed  many  services."  The  bur- 
gomasters deferred  his  request,  but  on  Jan.  28,  1658,  as  one  of  six  "  suitable 
persons"  recommended  by  Stuyvesant  and  council.  De  Forest  was  made  a 
Great  Burgher.  The  same  yr.  he  was  elected  schepen,  having  served  sundry 
times  in  the  board  of  selectmen.  In  1664,  when  the  English  fleet,  which 
took  N.  Y.,  entered  the  harbor,  among  some  persons  seized  was  De  Forest ; 
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released  Aug.  31,  he  afterward  swore  allegiance.  His  will  is  dated  June  ^ 
iGTa.  He  d.  in  1674,  but  his  wid.  not  till  Nov.  9,  1693.  She  sold  the  prop- 
erty **  called  the  Old  Kerck/*  June  30,  1682 ;  that  in  Stone  Street  was  sold 
by  the  chn.  May  9,  1693,  to  Harman  Rutgers,  brewer,  from  Albaay.  Isaac 
de  Forest's  chn.  were  jesse^  b.  1642,  Susannah,  1645,  Gerrit,  1647,  Michael, 
1649,  John,  1650,  Philip,  1652,  Isaac,  1655,  Hendrick,  1657,  Maria,  i666, 
and  David,  1669  ;  of  whom,  the  three  elder  sons  d.  early.  Susannah  m. 
1665  Peter  De  Riemer,  and  Maria  m.  1687  Bernard  Darby»  from  London, 
mariner,  and  1706  Aid.  Isaac  De  Riemer,  son  of  Peter. 

John  De  Forest  was  educated  a  '*  chirurgeon,"  or  physician  ;  hishrs.  were 
given  trades — Philip  a  cooper,  Isaac  a  baker,  Hendrick  and  David,  glaziers. 
Dr.  De  Forest  m.  June  8, 1673,  Susannah,  dr.  of  Nich.  Verlet ;  bought  a  house 
and  lot  in  Beaver  Street,  Feb.  20,  1682  ;  on  Oct.  4.  1687,  sold  for  £t :  5, 
lot  No.  4,  Hoom's  Hook,  to  Wm.  Presker.  Sec  p.  417.  Of  several  chn., 
but  one  survived  ch.-hood.,  viz.,  Susannah,  b.  1676,  m.  Robert  Hickman, 
1703.  Philip  De  Forest  m.  Jan.  5,  1676,  Tryntie,  dr.  of  Hend.  Kip,  and  re- 
moved to  Albany,  served  as  high-sheriff,  etc.,  and  d.  1727,  having  had  sons 
Isaac,  Jesse,  Johannes,  David,  Abraham  ;  David  being  anc.  of  Col.  Jacob  J. 
De  Forest,  of  Duanesburgh.     See  Pearson's  Albany  Settlers, 

Isaac  De  Forest,  b.  1655,  only  son  of  Isaac  that  remained  in  N.  Y.,  m. 
Sept.  4,  1681,  Elizabeth,  dr.  of  Lawrence  Vanderspiegel,  was  serving  the 
Dutch  chh.  as  deacon,  1690  and  1696,  and  1699  was  appointed  an  overseer 
of  public  works.  He  d.  within  a  yr.  or  two,  his  wid.,  it  seems,  continuing 
his  business  ;  she  furnished  provisions  for  the  expedition  to  Canada  in  1711. 
In  1741,  in  her  80th  yr.,  she  changed  her  chh.  relation  to  Hackensack,  the'home 
of  her  dr.  Elizabeth,  w.  of  Rev.  Antonius  Curtenius.  Isaac  De  Forest  left  nine 
chn.,  of  whom  reached  maturity :  Johannes^  b.  1684 ;  Sarah,  1686,  m.  John 
Myer  ;  Margaret^it%%  m.  Harman  Rutgers  ;  Maria,  1694,  and  ElizabeihAfiqil^ 
who,  1732,  m.  as  aforesaid.  Johannes  De  Forest  was  a  baker,  m.  June  23, 
1705,  Catharine,  dr.  of  Gerrit  van  Ravenstein,  and  buying  property  Mar. 
22,  1715,  in  Marketfield  St.,  resided  in  N.  Y.  till  his  d.,  July  30.  1757.  His 
chn.  named  in  his  will,  Dec.  25,  1746,  were  Isaac,  b.  1705  ;  Nicholas,  1710; 
Johannes,  1711  ;  Maria,  1718,  who  m.  Gerrit  Waldron  ;  Lawrence,  1720; 
Gerrit,  1723,  Elizabeth,  1725.  Of  these,  Lawrence  m.  1744  Sarah,  dr.  of 
Mansfield  Tucker  ;  issue  Mansfield,  b.  1746,  perhaps  others.  Isaac  became 
a  freeman,  in  N.  Y.,  1734,  his  br.  Nicholas  1735,  and  Johannes  1748  ;  the 
last  probably  fa.  of  Theodorus,  grocer  at  Fly  Market,  who  m.  1778  Mary 
Doughty  ;  issue  John,  b.  Aug.  11,  1780 ;  Mary,  Dec.  22,  1782  ;  Theodorus, 
May  II,  1786,  etc.  Nicholas  m.  Maria  Barker,  Oct.  17,  1736,  and  had  a  son 
John,  b.  1739.  probably  the  sailmaker,  freeman  1765.  who  m.  1768  Jane 
Albouy  ;  in  1780  a  wid.,  when  she  m.  George  Scott,  mariner.  Bernard  De 
Forest,  shopkeeper,  freeman  1768,  apparently  br.  of  the  sailmaker,  m.  1767 
Martha  Albouy,  in  1773  a  wid.,  and  m.  Nathaniel  Harriott,  mariner.  Isaac, 
b.  1703,  removed  to  Adamsville,  Somerset  Co.,  N.  J.,  d.  ab.  1800 ;  issue  by 
w.  Maria  Brokaw,  Maria,  b.  1740,  John,  1743,  Catharine,  1745,  Abraham, 
1749.  His  son  John,  b.  July  28,  1743,  d.  in  N.  Y.  May  16,  1825,  leaving  five 
chn.  by  his  w.  Maria  Van  Nest,  viz.,  Isaac,  b.  Mar.  3,  1764 ;  Catharine, 
Jan.  17,  1766  ;  Abraham,  Apl.  2,  1774  ;  Lawrence- Vandevecr,  May  11,  1782, 
and  John,  Mav  8,  1784  ;  of  whom  Catharine  d.  Nov.  19,  1846.  John  d.  in 
his  8oth  yr.,  >fov.  16,  1864,  having  m.  Surviah  Whitehead  ;  his  only  ch.  be- 
ing Mr.  Isaac  De  Foreest,  Sen.,  of  No.  2  Old  Slip.  Abraham  aforesaid  m. 
Catharine  Fulkerson,  and  d.  in  his  57th  yr.,  Aug.  30, 1830,  was  fa.  of  Richard 
and  Maria  ;  his  br.  Isaac,  who  m.  Kneertie  Wortman,  and  d.  Mar.  13,  1808, 
was  fa.  of  the  late  Peter  and  John  I.  De  Foreest,  of  N.  Y.,  grocers,  and  their 
srs.  Maria,  Sarah,  Catharine,  and  Margaret ;  and  Lawrence  V.,  of  N.  Y., 
merchant, who  m.  Jane,  dr.  of  Peter  Davis,  of  Somcrville,  N.  J.,  and  d.  May  7, 
1858,  ae.  nearly  76  yrs.,  was  fa.   of  the  late  Aid.  Theodore  RomaineDe 
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Forecst,  M.D.,  John  Abccl  De  Foreest,  and  Jane  Lawrence  De  Foreest,  the 
accomplished  and  lamented  Mrs.  Dr.  Hull  of  N.  Y.,  murdered  in  her  bed, 
June  II,  1879,  by  t*>*  burglar  Cox.  Gerrit  De  Forest,  b.  1723,  called  Gerar- 
dus,  m.  1744  Sarah  Hardenbrook,  and  had  issue  John,  b.  1745,  Andrew, 
1751.  Gerardus,  1753,  Theodorus,  1756,  etc..  of  whom  Theodorus  m. 
1779  Susannah  Leggett.  Gerardus  was  a  shipwright,  m.  Rachel  Kingsland, 
and  d.  Apl.  19,  1802,  in  Harrison  Street,  leaving  his  wid.,  who  survived  many 
yrs.,  and  sons  John,  Gerardus,  and  David,  besides  seven  drs.,  of  whom 
Sarah,  the  eldest,  m.  Hugh  Fairley. 

Hendrick  De  Forest,  b.  1657,  m.  June  5,  1682,  Phebe,  dr.  of  Barent  van 
Flaesbeek,  and  settled  at  Bushwick,  L.  I.,  was  commissioned  justice  of  the 
peace  1698,  in  1705  bought  land  at  and  removed  to  Madnan's  Neck,  and  d. 
in  1 71 5,  having  issue  Barents  b.  1684  ;  Sarah,  1686,  Gerrit,  1689,  Henricus, 
1691,  Susannah,  1693,  Phebe,  1695,  Maria,  1696,  and  Jesse,  1698  ;  of  whom 
Susannah  m.  Abraham  Koning,  and  Phebe  m.  Henry  Cole.  Several  of  Ae 
sons  returned  to  N.  Y.  Henricus  was  probably  the  sea-captain,  of  1747. 
Barent  m.  1708  Catalina.  dr.  of  Anthony  Sailey,  and  1723  Elizabeth,  dr. 
of  Cornelius  Verduyn.  He  was  teacher  of  the  Dutch  chh.  school,  serving  as 
late  as  1726,  in  which  yr.  he  probably  d.  His  wid.  d.  Mar.  i,  1736.  His 
chn.,  save  some  who  d.  in  inf.,  were,  so  far  as  known,  Henricus,  b.  1712  ; 
Phebe,  1714,  m.  Benj.  Stout ;  Sarah,  1717  ;  Catalina,  1720,  m.  Hendrick 
van  Beuren  ;  Cornelius,  1725.  Cornelius  m.  Antie  Van  Winkle.  Gerrit  m. 
1716  Cornelia  Waldron  ;  he  d.  Oct  14,  1744,  she  May  9,  1772  ;  Issue  Sarah, 
b.  1719,  m.  Hendrick  Vandewater  ;  Henry.  1722  ;  Phebe,  ab.  1725,  m.  An^ 
drew  Gewara  ;  and  Gernt,  1731.  Henry  last  named  was  perhaps  the  block- 
maker,  made  freeman  1770,  and  Gerrit,  tiie  storekeeper  at  Fly  Market,  1776. 
Henricus,  b.  1712,  freeman  1734,  m.  that  yr.  Susannah,  dr.  of  Benj.  Bill,  and 
wid.  of  Wm.  Goldtng,  and  was  a  printer  in  King  (now  Pine)  Street,  in  1753. 
His  wid.  sold  part  of  the  property  Aug.  2,  17&.  His  chn.  known  but  in 
part ;  his  dr.  Susannah  m.  1754  Samuel  Brown,  stationer,  and  dr.  Caroline, 
m.  1759  Richard  King,  mariner.  Jesse  m.,  June  14, 1719,  Teuntie  Titsoort. 
He  d.  Apl.  12,  1755,  she  Sept.  3, 1761.  Their  chn.  who  reached  maturity  were 
Abraham,  b.  1722,  Henricus,  1724,  and  Ma^aret,  1732,  who  m.  Capt.  Wm. 
Long.  Of  these,  Henricus,  blacksmith,  m.  Elizabeth  Young,  and  d.  prior  to 
Aug.  21,  1772,  when  adm.  on  his  estate  was  granted  his  wid.  Abraham, 
hatter,  m.  in  1744  Elizabeth  Myer  ;  in  1758  went  out  as  master-at-arms  in 
the  privateer  Peggy  ;  in  1760.  'i  and  '2.  commanded  companies  from  N.  Y.^ 
against  the  French,  on  the  frontiers.  His  w.  d.  Apl.  6,  1761.  Capt  De 
Forest  removed  to  Dutchess  Co.,  and  was  living  in  1774.  His  chn.  were 
Jesse,  b.  1745.  Elizabeth,  1746,  Peter,  1748,  Anna,  1752,  Abraham,  1754, 
Henry,  1756,  Cornelia,  1758,  Deborah,  1759. 

David  De  Forest,  b.  1669,  removed  to  Stratford,  Ct ,  subsequent  to  1693, 
where  he  m.  in  1696.  His  w.  was  Martha,  her  maiden  name  Blagge,  as  says 
tradition,  with  probable  truth.  Evidently  she  was  related  to  Edward, 
Samuel,  and  Benjamin  Blagge,  of  N.  Y.,  but  not  a  sr.,  as  we  conclude  from 
the  will  of  their  fa.,  Capt.  Benj.  Blagge,  dated  June  6,  1695,  and  other 
records.  David  d.  in  Apl.  1721,  his  wid.  (after  a  second  m.)  in  1740,  x.  63 
yrs.  For  a  list  of  his  male  desc.,  who  have  mostly  lived  in  Connecticut,  see 
Branson* s  Hist,  of  Waterhury,  His  chn.  were  Mary,  Sarah,  Martha,  David, 
Samuel,  Isaac,  Edward,  Henry,  Elizabeth,  and  Benjamin. 

The  last,  b.  17 16,  m.  Esther  Beardslee,  and  was  fa.  of  Benjamin,  b.  1749 
(who  m.  Mehitable  Curtis),  fa.  of  Benjamin,  b.  1780  (m.  Alma  Southmayd), 
fa.  of  John  de  Forest.  M.D.,  of  Watertown,  Ct.,  whose  w.  was  Lucy  S.  Ly- 
man. His  only  ch.  is  Mr.  Erastus  L.  De  Forest  Said  Benjamin,  b.  1749, 
was  fa,  of  David  C,  b.  1774,  founder  of  the  "  De  Forest  Fund,"  of  Yale 
College,  and  whose  son,  Carlos  M.  De  Forest,  b.  1813,  removed  to  Troy, 
Penn.,  where  his  chn.  now  reside.     Hezekiah,  b.  1745,  a  son  of  Benjamin, 
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b.  1716,  was  fa.  of  Samuel  A.,  of  Stratford,  b.  1784,  d.  1852,  who  settled  in 
Danby,  Tioga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  and  was  the  fa.  of  Mr.  Charles  De  Forest,  of 
Waverly.  Samuel  De  Forest,  b.  1704,  son  of  David  and  Martha,  was  fa.  of 
Joseph,  b.  1731,  whose  son  Gideon  removed  to  Edmeston,  Otsego  Co.,  N.  Y., 
d.  in  1840.  and  had  sons  Abel  B.,  Lee,  Cyrus  H.  (of  Buffalo),  Charles  A.  and 
Tracy  R.  De  Forest.  Nehemiah,  b.  1743,  a  br.  of  Joseph,  was  fa.  of  Lockwood, 
b..  Mar.  5,  1775,  who  m.  Mehitable  Wheeler,  and  began  business  as  a  mer- 
chant, in  Greenwich  Street,  N.  Y.,  in  18 16,  but  three  yrs.  later,  with  his  son 
William,  founded  the  well-known  mercantile  house  of  De  Forest  &  Son  at  82 
South  Street.  Mr.  Lockwood  De  Forest  d.  Nov.  28,  1848.  His  sons,  like 
himself  nearly  all  merchants  and  enterprising  business  men,  were  William 
W.,  George  B.,  Alfred,  Frederick  L.,  James  G.,  Henry  G.  (lawyer),  and 
Frederick  L,  2d.  His  drs.  were  Mary  L.,  who  m.  Roger  Sherman  Skinner, 
of  New  Haven  ;  Susan,  who  m.  Daniel  Lord  ;  Eliza,  who  m.  Samuel  Downer ; 
Jane,  who  m.  Burr  Wakeman  ;  Ann,  who  m.  Simeon  Baldwin ;  Sarah,  who 
m.  Walter  Edwards,  and  Louisa,  the  w.  successively  of  Samuel  Woodruf 
and  Thomas  F.  Cock,  M.D. 


B.    Page  300. 

THE  MONTANYE  FAMILY.* 

Dr.  Johannes  La  Montagne,  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  New  Nether- 
land,  hias  a  relatively  important  place  in  Harlem  history,  as  is  set  forth  in  the 
preceding  pages.  We  give  briefly  the  sequel  of  his  life  ;  then  notice  his 
desc.  Derick  Corssen  Stam,  supercargo  in  the  vessel  which  brought  the  De 
Forests  over,  had  a  br.  Arent,  whose  wid.  Agnes,  a  dr.  of  GilHs  Ten  Waeri, 
was  wooed  by  the  Doctor,  after  the  d.  of  his  w.,  Rachel  de  Forest  As 
Arent  had  been  lost  at  sea  (see  p.  166),  it  proved  an  obstacle  to  their  union, 
but  this  was  overcome,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  proceeding  of  July  18, 
1647  :  **  Mr.  Johannes  La  Montagne  appeared  before  the  council,  and  re- 
quested leave  to  marry  Angenietie  Gillis  Ten  Waert,  widow  of  Arent  Cors- 
sen. Being  fully  persuaded  that  he  perished,  as  the  Lords  Directors  have 
written,  that  they  had  left  nothing  untried  to  learn  about  him,  but  were  en- 
tirely ignorant  of  his  fate  ;  therefore  if  Mr.  La  Montagne,  and  she  An- 
genietie, have  no  scruples  regarding  it,  they  are  at  liberty  to  marry."  Two 
months  later  they  were  m. 

Montanye  was  commended  for  his  discreet  rule  as  vice-director  at  Fort 
Orange, which  lasted  till  1664  ;  much  of  his  official  correspondence  with  Smy- 
vesant  is  preserved.  He  prudently  swore  allegiance  to  the  new  government, 
but  from  this  date  is  lost  sight  of,  and  probably  accompanied  his  old  friend 
Stuyvesant  on  his  errand  to  Holland  in  1665,  to  defend  his  course  in  surren- 
dering the  country  to  the  English.  There  is  reason  to  conclude  that  Dr. 
Montanye  d.  abroad  in  1670.  He  had  eight  chn..  viz..  Jolant,  b.  1627,  Jesse, 
1629,  John,  1632,  Rachel,  1634,  Maria,  1637,  William,  1641,  Gillis,  1650, 
and  Jesse,  1653.     The  last  two  d.  y.,  as  had  Jolant.     The  first  Jesse  was 

*  We  cannot  follow  here  the  various  spellings  of  this  name  which  occur,  but  ob- 
serve  the  form  Montanye,  as  most  accordant  with  modem  usage,  and  with  its  original, 
the  Latin  Afons,  in  French  Montage,  Mountain ;  sec  p.  53.  The  change  of  the  0,  in 
some  branches,  to  a  and  i,  seems  unfortunate.  After  he  came  to  this  country.  Dr. 
Montanye.  previously  signing  his  name  "  Mousnier  de  La  Montagne,"  invariably 
wrote  it  *VLa  Montagne."  omittin|^  his  family  name  Mousnier  or  Monur.^hxch  how- 
ever was  sometimes  used  by  all  his  sons,  and  'even  grandsons,  before  it  was  finally 
dropped.    See  pp.  87,  521. 
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commissary  of  stores,  1647,  but  d.  soon  after.  Rachel  m.  Dr.  Gysbert  van 
Imbroch,  and  Maria  m.  Jacob  Kip,  whose  desc.  have  been  locally  prominent.* 

William  Montanye  (he  styled  himself^  La  Montague)  iointd  the  chh.  at  New 
Amsterdam  Oct.  2.  iCJbi,  when  he  came  to  H.  Called  to  be  voorUserzx  Esopus, 
he  held  that  office  till  1678  ;  from  1668  adding  the  duties  of  secretary .  He  m.. 
May  19,1673,  Elenora,  dn  of  Anthony  De  Hooges,  and  thatyr.  drew  300  gl. 
from  the  Orphan  Chamber,  at  Leyden  (whence  derived  is  left  to  conjecture) ; 
to  obtain  which  he  chose  as  guardians  his  cousins  Panhuvsen  and  Du  Toict, 
the  sons-in-law  of  Gerard  de  Forest. f  Leisler  made  fcim  high-sheriff  of 
Ulster  Co.,  Dec.  24.  1689.  He  had  removed  to  Mombackus,  town  of 
Rochester,  and  was  living  1695.  His  chn.  were  Rachel,  b.  1674,  who  m. 
Harman  Decker ;  Johanna,  1676,  living  1699  ;  William,  1678  :  Maria,  1680, 
m.  Nicholas  Westfall ;  Johannes,  1682  ;  Jesse,  1684  ;  Eve,  1686,  m.  Derick 
Krom  ;  and  Catharine,  1688.  who  m.  John  Bevier.  Ulster  Co.  records  are 
strangely  silent  as  to  William's  sons. 

John  Montanye  was  b.  at  Leyden,  and  first  appears  as  Jean  Monier  de  La 
Montague,  Jr.,  later  as  Jan  La  Montague,  Jr.  He  early  joined  the  chh.  at 
New  Amsterdam,  where,  in  1652,  he  taught  school  a  few  months,  under  an 
appointment  from  the  ilirectors  in  Holland  ;  then  was  made  commissary  of 
accounts.  Entering  into  trade  with  Vincent  Pikes,  in  1654,  Montanye,  about 
midsummer  of  that  yr. .  sailed  for  Holland,  and  while  there  (as  noticed  p. 
105)  m.  Petemella  Pikes,  two  yrs.  his  junior.  Returning  alone  to  this 
country,  he  bought  a  residence  on  Marckvelt  steeg,  from  his  uncle  De  Forest, 
Sept.  26,  1655,  preparatory  to  the  coming  of  his  w.,  who  soon  arrived,  with 
her  infant,  John,  b.  at  Amsterdam,  and  there  baptized,  at  the  Walloon  chh., 

♦  Dr.  Gysbert  Gysbrrts  van  Imbroch,  desc.  of  whom  in  N.  Y.  and  N.  J.  write 
their  name  Van  Embur^h  and  Van  Amburgh,  was  a  physician  ;  had  a  sr.  Barbara, 
the  first  w.  of  Thomas  Verdon  ;  see  p.  182.  In  16^  Van  Imbroch,  then  for  two  yrs. 
a  shopkeeper  at  New  Amsterdam,  was  permitted**  to  make  a  lottery  of  a  certain 
number  ot  bibles,  testaments  and  other  books."  His  m.  probably  took  place  at  Fort 
Orange,  whither  he  went  to  live,  Rachel  being  his  second  w.  They  removed  to 
Wiltwyck  or  Kingston,  joining  the  chh.  by  letter,  Dec.  16,  1662  (see  pp.  222.  225), 
and  here  Van  Imbroch  practiced  medicine,  being  one  of  the  schepens  from  1663  till 
his  d.  Aug.  29,  i66k,  his  w.  having  d.  Oct.  4,  1664.     Their  chn.  were  Elizabeth,  b. 


1659,  Johannes.  1661,  and  Gysbert,  1664 ;  all  of  whom  removed  to  N.  Y.  Elizabeth, 
m.  John  Peeck.  Gysbert,  shoemaker,  came  to  N.  Y.  in  1686,  m.  1688,  Jannetie,  dr. 
of  Peter  Mesier, and  acquired  property;  see  Deeds  N.  Y.,  26.  327,  and  Albany,  14, 
II.  He  had  nine  chn.,  some  d.  in  inf.  See  N,  Y.  Corp,  Manual  iox  1863,  p.  825,  and 
1864,  p.  839.  Johannes  van  Imbroch  was  ^*  doctor  ot  physic ;"  m.  in  1687  Margaret, 
dr.  of  Arie  van  Schaick.  and  later  Catharine,  dr.  of  Capt.  Wm.Sandford,  of  Bergen 
Co,,  N.  J.,  where  Dr.  van  Imbroch  then  lived,  and  where  he  made  his  will,  June  6, 
1720,  proved  Sept.  13.  174a.  He  had  sons  anddrs..  the  former,  Gysbert.William, 
and  John.  His  dr.  Mary  m.  John  Sandford.  Catherine  m.  Richard  Gibbs,  of  New 
Brunswick,  and  Elizabeth  m.  Jacobus  Bertholf,  1729. 

t  We,  Commissaries  of  the  Court  at  Kingston,  do  certify  that  before  us  has 
appeared  William  Monier  de  La  Montagne,  son  of  the  elder  deceased  Johannes 
Monier  de  La  Montagne,  begotten  by  Rachel  de  Forest;  that  said  William  Monier 
de  La  Montagus  has  given  to  Mr.  Gabriel  Monvielle,  merchant  at  New  York,  a  bill 
of  exchange  lor  three  hundred  gilders  Holland  money,  reckoned  at  twenty  stivers 
per  guilder:  And  that  Mr.  Monvidle  or  his  order  may  receive  the  same,  therefore  the 
above  named  William  Monier  de  La  Montague  by  these  constitutes  and  makes,  even 
as  he  Is  himself  authorized  and  fully  empowered  to  do,  his  guardians  or  friends,  Sieur 
Johannes  Panhuyscn  and  Mr.  David  du  Toict,  living  in  the  city  of  Leyden,  on  his 
behalf  and  in  the  constituant's  name,  to  take  up  from  his  money  due  from  the  Orphan 
Chamber  of  the  said  city,  the  beforenamed  three  hundred  guilders,  and  to  deliver  the 
same  according  to  the  bill  of  exchange,  to  Mr.  Gabriel  Monvielle  or  to  his  order, 
promising  to  hold  good  that  which  they  shall  do  in  the  premises.  In  witness  whereot 
we  with  our  own  hand,  as  also  the  Hon.  Commissaries.  Cornelius  Wvnkoop  and 
Joost  Adriaens.  have  subscribed  this  on  the  date,  27th  March  1673.  at  kingston,  in 
ihe  Esopus. — Esopus  Records. 
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Oct.  31,  1655.  On  the  institution  of  the  burgher  righi^  Montanye'B  name 
was  the  first  enrolled  on  the  list  of  Great  Burghers,  Apt.  10,  1657.  That  yr. 
he  was  Farmer  of  the  Retail  Excise,  and  was  made  a  Fire-warden,  Dec.  23, 
!  1658. 

One  of  the  first,  if  not  the  first,  to  take  up  land  at  the  proposed  New  Hacr- 
lera,  in  which  enterprise  he  felt  a  special  interest,  owing  to  the  proximity  of 
his  fa.'s  lands,  Vredendal  ;  he  sold  his  home  on  the  Marckvelt-steeg  to  Joh. 
Verveelen,  June  27,  1659,  and  removed  hither,  being  chosen  deacon  in  1660. 
He  was  living  here  the  next  winter,  when  he  bought  *'  a  horse,  with  a  saddle 
and  bridle,"  for  300  gl.,  **  in  good  strung  current  wampum.'*  His  next  ap- 
pointment was  that  of  schepen  of  the  new  village,  where  all  his  interests 
centred,  after  the  sale,  Feb.  14.  1662,  of  another  house  and  lot,  adjoining 
one  owned  by  his  fa.  in  Beaver  Street.  His  service  as  schout,  secretary,  and 
voorleser  has  been  duly  noticed.  Having  lost  his  w..  he  m.,  June  10,  1663, 
Maria,  dr.  of  Isaac  Vermilye,  Domine  Selyns  officiating  ;  the  bride's  sr. 
Rachel  being  also  m.  to  John  Terbosch.  How  Montanye  acquired  the  prop- 
erty known  as  the  Point,  before  patented  to  his  fa.,  as  also  its  history  till 
sold  to  Bogert,  has  been  stated  in  the  general  history  of  the  town,  to  which 
it  properly  belongs.  As  Montanye  left  the  village  within  two  yrs.  after  get- 
ting permission  to  build  on  his  Point  (see  p.  363),  but  remained  *'  in  the 
jurisdiction  of  New  Haerlem,"  it  may  be  inferred  that  he  put  up  buildings 
there,  yet  neither  the  bill  of  sale  nor  deed  to  Bugert  mention  any.  They 
may  have  been  destroyed.  He  or  Bogert  built  the  stone  house  whose  ruins 
have  disappeared  within  the  last  fifty  years  ;  it  stood  nearer  the  Mill  Pond, 
and  westerly  a  little  from  the  late  farm-house,  torn  down  by  S.  B.  JdcGown, 
Esq.,  when  about  to  erect  his  present  dwelling.  It  antedated  the  late  house, 
itself  considerably  over  100  yrs.  old,  and  built  in  the  early  childhood  of 
Samson  Benson,  b.  1736. 

In  May,  1670,  Montanye  dropped  the  Jr.  from  his  name,  indicating  his 
father's  dec.  He  himself  d.  in  1672.  His  wid.  surviving  another  hus.  (sec 
P-  393)t  was  buried  Nov.  23,  1689.  Montanye  had  chn.  Johti^  b.  1655 ; 
yincent^  165 7  ;  Nicasius^  1659  ;  Abraham^  1664  ;  JeUxnte^  16*67  I  Isaac, 
1669  ;  Peternella,  1671,  and  yohanna,  1673.  Jelante  m.  Bastiaen  Kortrigfat ; 
Petemella  m.  Peter  See,  and  Johanna,  posthumous,  m.  Johannes  Vreden- 
burgh.*  For  Abraham  and  desc.,  see  p.  521.  Nicasius.  named  for  his  god- 
fa.,  Hon.  Nicasius  de  Sille,  joined  the  Labadists  at  Bohemia  Manor  (see  p. 
403),  and  was  of  those  who  shared  the  lands  in  1698.  He  then  returned  to 
N.  Y.  and  bought  a  lot  on  Broadway,  June  10,  1702.  His  only  chn.,  Samuel, 
b.  June  3,  1698,  and  Jesse,  b.  Nov.  21,  1699,  were  baptized  June  26,  1703. 
near  which  date  Nicasius  d.  His  wid.  Christina,  a  dr.  of  Nich.  Martensen 
Roosevelt,  m.  John  Hammell ;  they  sold  said  lot  Feb.  26,  1704.  and  are 
traced  no  further. 

IscMc  Montanye,  usually  called  Isaac  Monier  de  La  Montague,  on  ApL  26, 
1679,  when  10  yrs.  old,  was  bound  by  his  mo.  for  3  yrs.  to  John  Dyckman, 
who  was  to  clothe  him  and  send  him  *'to  the  day  or  evening  school." 
When  grown  up  he  served  as  a  soldier  in  His  Majesty's  fort  at  New  York, 

*  Pbter  See  was  son  of  Isaac  and  Maria,  named  p.  371,  and  fa.  of  Isaac  See,  b. 
1703,  who  m.  Eve  Foshay,  Oct.  5,  1734.  Their  son  Peter,  b.  Mar.  ao,  1737.  m.  June 
aQ.  1765,  Sophia  De  Revere,  and  d.  Oct.  18,  z8oo ;  issue  Isaac,  b.  July  12. 1766;  John, 
Apl.  18,  1768;  Abraham.  Apl.  16, 1770;  Jacobusjan.  i,  177a;  Catrina.  Nov.  21, 1774; 
Maria.  June  22,  1780;  and  L«eah,  Oct.  13.  1784.  John  last  named  m.  Maria  Seaman, 
Dec.  a,  1797,  and  removed  to  N.  Y.  Their  chn.  were  John  D..  b.  Sept.  ao,  1799; 
Isaac,  July  14,  1801 ;  Clara.  Aui?.  a,  1803 ;  ElizarAnn,  Jan.  13,  1806;  Mahala,  June 
7.  1809;  Barney,  Jan.  a7,  1812  ;  David,  Nov.  16,  i8iq;  George-Comb,  Aug.  34,  1818; 
Catharine,  Oct.  7, 1820;  and  Maria,  Aug.  4.  1822.  Isaac  last  named  m.  Grace  Sands 
Hudson.  July  10,  1821,  and  d.  Dec.  25, 1829;  being  fa.  of  Rev.  John  L.  See.  D.D.. 
R«v.  Wm.  G.  E.  Sec,  and  Rev.  Isaac  M.  See. 
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under  Capt.  'Leisler.  In  1696  he  m.  Hester  van  Voorst,  from  Albany,  and 
d.  in  1703  ;  the  next  yr.  his  wid.  m.  Alex.  Phoenix.  Isaac  left  issue  Sarah, 
b.  1696,  Johannes,  1698,  Jacobus,  1700,  and  Isaac,  1702.  Sarah  m.  1717 
James  Mackintosh,  and  1730  Samuel  van  Naamen.  Jacobus  was  in  N.  Y. 
1738  ;  Isaac,  not  named,  appears  to  have  gone  to  N.  J.  ;  neither  traced 
further.  Johannes,  b.  1698,  remained  in  N.  Y.,  m.,  Feb.  7, 1726,  Susannah, 
dr.  of  Harman  Bussing.  Shed.  Apl.  27,  1736  ;  he  on  SepL  26, 1762.  Their 
chn.  were  Sarah,  b.  1726,  m.  Daniel  Brand  ;  Isaac,  1729  ;  John,  1730 ; 
Hester,  1733,  m.  Capt.  Lazarus  Peperall ;  and  Harman,  1736,  the  last  a 
mason)' 2nd  living  1763.  His  br.  John,  painter  and  glazier,  m.  1760  Cath- 
arine White,  and  d.  in  1772,  his  wid.  in  1814,  x.  87  yrs.  John  left  issue 
Susannah,  b.  1763.  m.  Wm.  Gibson  ;  John,  1766,  not  in  his  mo.'s  will,  1811, 
perhaps  he  who  d.  Apl.  1,  1802  ;  and  Catharine,  1768,  who  m.  Wm.  Gamble. 
Isaac,  b.  1729,  d.  Apl.  26,  18 14.  in  Cedar  St.,  had  by  w.  Anna  Spcer,  sons 
Isaac,  b.  1763,  John,  1765,  and  Harmanus,  1769,  besides  drs.  Harmanus 
was  a  house-carpenter,  m.,  Nov.  i,  1794.  Anna  Tabelc,  and  lived  in  1798 
at  46  Cortlandt  St.  Isaac  and  John,  like  their  fa.,  were  masons  ;  the  first 
m.,  Sept.  18,  1785,  Sarah  Sitcher,  had  known  issue  John,  b.  1786,  and  Ann, 
1788,  and  lived  in  1798  at  34  Lumber  St.  John,  b.  Feb.  1765,  m.  Mary 
Weldon,  May  3,*i788,  and  d.  Dec.  13,  1820  ;  issue  that  reached  maturity, 
Catharine,  b.  Dec.  18,  1790,  m.  J.  Wyckliffe  Donnington.  printer  ;  Isaac, 
Aug.  8,  1793  ;  William,  Nov.  14,  1796  ;  Abraham,  Mar.  8,  1799  ;  and  Ann 
Maria,  Nov.  2,  1803,  who  survives.  Williain,  lapidary,  who  m.  Elizabeth 
Marshall,  and  d.  Feb.  3,  1842,  ae.  45  yrs.,  was  fa.  of  Wm.  H.  Montanye, 
coffee  and  spice  dealer,  62  Barclay  St. 

John  Montanytj  often  called  Detamontagne,  was  b.  1655  in  Amsterdam, 
became  a  **  master  cooper"  in  N.  Y.,  m.,  ^pt.  4,  1678,  Annetie,  dr.  of  Jos. 
Waldron.  He  m.  secondly,  Sept.  8,  1701,  a  wid.,  Elizabeth,  dr.  of  Fred. 
A.  Bloom  :  see  p.  143.  Mr.  Montanye  lived  on  Broadway,  where  he  had 
bought,  May  10,  1688,  as  on  p.  555.  Ffom  his  22d  yr.  a  chh.  mem. 
he  was  long  the  sexton,  both  in  the  fort  and  in  Garden  St.  ;  and  as  an  elder, 
was  named  in  the  charter  granted  the  Coll.  Dutch  Chh.,  May  11,  1696.*  He 
d.  July  12,  1730,  in  his  75th  yr.  His  chn.  sold  his  residence  May  31,  1748. 
These  were  Annetie,  b.  1679,  m.  Frederick  Bloom  and  John  Peterse  ;  Johan- 
nes, 168 1  ;  Petemella,  1683,  m.  Jacob  Brower  ;  Joseph,  1684  ;  Jesse,  1687 ; 
Abraham,  1688  ;  Rachel,  1691,  m.  Patrick  Smith  ;  Jacobus,  1693,  and  Mar- 
ritie.  1695,  who  m.  Adrian  Bogert.  Smith,  an  innkeeper,  d.  Dec.  6,  1755  ; 
his  wid.,  who  survived  but  two  yrs.,  having  no  ch.,  gave  her  property  to  her 
M.  kindred.  Of  John  Montanye's  sons,  Abraham  removed  to  Foster's 
Meadow.  L.I..  early  as  171 5  ;  subscribed  that  yr.  for  building  a  Dutch  chh. 
at  Jamaica.  His  son  John,  b.  1723.  farmer,  received  as  chh.  mem.  at  Suc- 
cess, in  1766.  d.  without  issue  during  the  Revolution  ;  his  wid.  Mercy  in 
1784.  Jesse  Montanye.  b.  1688,  m.  Charity  Yates,  May  29,  1714,  and  d.  in 
N.  Y.  Apl.  25,  1745  ;  the  city  granted  his  wid.,  Feb.  12,  1751,  the  water  lot 
No.  4,  in  Montgomery  Ward.  She  d.  Mar.  28,  1762  ;  issue  John,  b.  171 5  ; 
Ann,  1716  ;  Joseph,  1718  ;  Charity,  1720,  d.  Apl.  18. 1751 ;  Jesse,  1722  ;  Mary, 
1725,  m.  Wm.  van  Sise  ;  and  Sarah.  1727,  who  m.  Robert  Finley.  Jesse  d. 
Jan.  6,  1756  ;  Ann,  named  in  Rachel  Smith's  will  of  Sept.  17,  1757,  d.  May 
4.  1758  ;  of  the  others,  nothing  certain  known  ;  Joseph,  freeman  1740,  prob- 
ably m.  Maria  Bragaw,  of  Newtown,  and  went  to  N.  J.  Joseph,  b.  1684, 
m.  Margaret  Roll,  Mar.  2,  1728  ;  his  son  Joseph,  b^  1732,  lived  at  Strouds- 
burgh.  Pa.,  and  m.  Mary  Brodhead.    Their  son  Abraham,  b.  1772,  d.  1825, 

*  Bolton,  Hist.  Westchester,  ii.  332,  wresting  this  charter  to  his  purpose,  makes 
John  M<mtagne  minister  at  Fordham,  and  Henry  Selyns  an  elder  ;  whereas  Seljrns 
was  minister  at  N.  Y.,  and  Montanye  an  elder  !  This  error  is  copied  in  Cotwin's 
Manual,  last  edit. 
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m.  Elizabeth  Buffom,  and  was  fa.  of  the  estimable  Joseph  D.  L.  Montanye, 
of  Towanda,  Pa.,  b.  Nov.  12,  1802,  d.  May  t8.  1880. 

Johannes  Montanye,  b.  16S1,  m.  Sarah  Parcell,  Jan.  27,  1706,  was  admit- 
ted a  freeman  1716,  succeeded  his  fa.  as  sexton,  and  d.  very  aged.  His  will, 
made  in  health  Dec.  12.  1770.  was  proved  Oct.  17,  1774.  Judge  Benson, 
**  in  his  earliest  youth.'*  saw  and  conversed  with  Montanye.  when,  "ap- 
proaching to  four-score,"  he  went  his  round  to  collect  the  domine*s  salary. 
See  Benson* s  Memoir,  His  chn.,  all  living  1770,  were  Sarah,  b.  1708  ;  John, 
1710  ;  Ann,  1716,  m.  Capt.  JohnTomkins  ;  Joseph,  1719  ;  and  Abraham,  1722. 
The  sons,  all  made  freemen  1743,  became  tradesmen.  Abraham,  b.  Aug. 
25,  1722,  carpenter  by  trade,  m.  1749  Tanneke  Lewis  ;  she  and  inf.  John  d. 
next  yr.  He  then  m.  Sarah  Christeen,  of  English  Neighborhood,  N.  J., 
where  he  took  up  his  residence  on  a  farm,  and  served  as  an  elder.  His  fa. 
left  him  his  own  dwelling  in  N.  Y.,  and  on  Mar.  26,  1775,  he  and  his  brs. 
bought  a  house  in  Cortlandt  St.,  formerly  of  their  aunt  Rachel  Smith.  He 
d.  Feb.  7,  1801,  and  was  buried  on  his  farm,  now  in  possession  of  Mr.  Samuel 
Edsall.  Under  his  will,  dated  Oct.  30,  1789,  his  ex.  sold  his  property  corner 
of  Cedar  and  Lumber  Sts.,  May  14,  1801.  Joseph,  in  1770,  occupied  a  house 
in  Cortlandt  St.,  given  him  by  his  fa.  He  m.  Phebe  Barnes  ;  issue  Sarah,  b. 
1756,  Rachel,  1757,  John,  1759,  Phebe,  1762,  Anna,  1765,  Jbseph,  1770.  On 
Tune  2,  1796,  John  J.  Montanye,  blacksmith,  and  w.  Martha,  and  Simon 
Kiersted,  blockmaker,  and  w.  Sarah  (Montanye),  sell  to  John  Moore,  mason, 
their  two  thirds  interest,  in  said  house,  *'  formerly  the  property  of  Joseph 
Montanye,  dec."  John  J.  removed  the  same  yr.  to  Haverstraw.  By  his  w. 
Martha  Strachan,  he  had  Phebe,  b.  1785,  Sarah-Christeen,  17S7,  Nancy,*  1790, 
Joseph,  1791,  John  1792. 

John  Montanye,  b.  17 10,  was  a  carpenter  ;  perhaps  constable  of  Dock 
Ward,  1734.  He  m.,  Mar.  14,  1741,  Mary,  dr.  of  Philip  Daly,  and  later  set 
up  a  bakery.  He  in  turn  became  sexton,  serving  "  till  the  dispersion  of  the 
congregation,  on  the  invasion  of  the  city  in  1776."  Returning,  he  d.  at  24 
Pine  St.  in  1796,  having  had  issue  Sarah,  b.  1743,  who  m.  John  Barry  ;  John, 
1744  ;  Philip,  1746  ;  Cornelia,   1751,  m.  Demarest ;  Catharine,  1753, 

m.  Philip  Minthorn  ;  Mary,  1755,  m.  Wm.  Ash  ;  and  Abraham,  1759.  ^ 
these,  John,  then  a  baker,  m.  1767  Abigail  Wilsey,  and  perhaps  was  the 
builder,  living  in  Brooklyn,  1796-1812.  Abraham  was  a  brass-founder, 
named  1786  to  1796,  d.  at  38  Cedar  St.,  near  Nassau,  where  his  wid.  Ruih 
Decker  lived  in  1798  ;  issue  John,  b.  Mar.  13,  1794. 

Jacobus  Montanye,  b.  1693,  m.,  July  6,  1717,  Adriana,  dr.  of  John  De- 
voor,  and  Wid.  of  Conrad  Vanderbeck.  She  d.  Jan.  5,  1758  ;  he  on  Dec.  5, 
1761.  Their  chn.  were  John,  b.  1718  ;  Ann,  1722,  m.  Benj.  Paine  ;  William, 
1725,  d.  1737  ;  Maria,  1728,  m.  John  Tomkins,  and  Adriana  and  Elizabeth, 
twins,  1730.  who  m:,  the  first,  1750,  to  Stephen  Callow,  the  last  1751,  to 
George  Giffing.  Callow,  upholsterer,  left  sons  in  the  city,  and  was  gd.-fa. 
of  Mrs.  Wm.  Stackhouse,  of  Columbus,  O.  Giffing  d.  177 1  ;  was  fa.  of  the 
Giffings,  formerly  of  40  Chapel  St.,  now  College  Place.  Rachel  Smith*s  will 
names  Jacobus*  four  drs.  ;  omits  his  son  John.  Perhaps  he  was  the  felt- 
maker,  or  hatter,  long  at  187  Broadway.  The  hatter  probably  m.  twice. 
He  lost  a  ch.  Aug.  17,  1770  ;  on  Apl.  30. 1773,  bought  his  place  in  Broadway, 
then  known  as  Pelt's  Ropewalk.  and  sold  the  rear  part  May  3  ensuing,  nam- 
ing no  w.  His  dr.  Mary,  by  his  w.  Mary  Lowry,  was  b.  Mar.  29,  1774.  He 
d.  June  21,  1798.  On  May  10.  1800,  Mary  and  Elizabeth  Montanye,  spin- 
sters. Jas.  Anderson,  gunsmith,  and  Ann  his  w.,  sold  three  fourths  of  the 
lot  on  Broadway,  and  on  Aug.  19,  1801,  John  Montanye,  bookbinder,  "  one 
of  the  heirs'*  of  John,  hatter,  conveyed  his  one  fourth  of  said  lot  He  lived 
at  20  Christie  St.  in  1822. 

Vincent  Montanye,  b.  1657.  m.  Mar.  5,  1684,  Adriana,  dr.  of  Jan  Thomasz 
Aken  (see  p.  186) ;  first  lived  in  New  St.,  being  chh.  mem.  ;  afterward  **  at 
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Sclavonia.  in  Bowery  Division  of  Out  Ward  ;"  Vincent,  then  a  brickmaker, 
constable  there  in  1695.  Here,  fourteen  yrs.  later,  his  domestic  peace  was 
interrupted  by  the  wiles  of  one  Cordaz,  a  neighbor  brickmaker,  who,  found 
guilty,  was  fined  by  the  Court  of  Sessions.  Vincent  left  the  city,  perhaps 
temporarily  ;  was  living  1713.  His  chn.,  save  two  which  d.  y.,  were  John, 
b.  1689,  Thomas,  169 1,  Apollonia,  1694,  Jesse,  1696,  Petrus,  1698,  Peternella, 
2701.  who  m.  Godfricus  Bennoe  ;  Annetie,  1703,  who  m.  Henry  Dyer  ;  Vin- 
cent, 1705,  and  Rachel,  1707.  John,  we  suspect,  was  he  who  d.  in  Great 
Britain,  leaving  a  son  lienry.  for  whom  Geo.  Harrison,  of  N.  Y.,  was 
allowed  to  administer,  Oct.  24,  1743.  Vincent,  b.  1705,  m.  1737  Elizabeth 
Murray  ;  issue  Vincent,  b,  1738.  Petrus  m.  Jannetie  Dyer,  Apl.  17,  1723, 
was  constable  of  Montgomery  Ward  in  I734»  aod  d.  June  i.  175 1  ;  issue 
Maria,  b.  1724,  Adriana,  172S,  Vincent,  1731,  Rebecca,  1732,  Thomas,  1735  ; 
of  whom  Rebecca  m.  Capt.  Richard  Martin  and  CapL  Richard  Richards. 
Was  this  the  Thomas,  cabinet-maker,  who  d.  in  the  Island  of  Grenada,  adm. 
on  his  estate  being  granted  Philip  Pelton,  at  N.  Y.,  Dec.  9,  1774? 

Thomas  Monlanye,  b.  1691,  m.  Nov.  25,  1718,  Rebecca  Bruyn,  was  ulti- 
mately a  shopkeeper,  but  d.  Oct.  12,  1761,  his  wid.  not  till  Sept.  15,  1775. 
His  dwelling-house  in  Prince  St..  sold  by  his  son  Peter,  as  ex.,  May  15, 
1784.  Of  15  chn.  there  reached  maturity,  Vincent,  b.  1721,  Peter,  1723. 
Adriana.  1724,  ra.  Abm.  Lefoy  ;  Martha,  1726.  m.  Abm.  Allener ;  Thomas, 
1731,  d.  unm.  June  19,  1758  ;  Rebecca,  1735,  Hannah,  1737,  m.  Morris  Earl ; 
Jane,  1739,  m.  John  Wright;  Apollonia  (called  Prudence),  1741,  m.  Elbert 
Amerman  ;  John,  1743,  Benjamin,  1745.  and  Peternella  (called  Nelly),  1747, 
who  m.  Isaac  Vredenburgh.  Of  these,  John  T.,  as  called,  m.  Mary  Blain,  livcid 
in  N.  Y.  when  the  Revolution  opened,  and  the  Lrs.  Peter.  Isaac,  and  Jacob 
Montanye,  who  early  removed  to  Central  N.  Y.,  are  believed  to  have  been 
his  sons ;  a  conclusion  arrived  at  after  careful  inquiry :  still  an  intelligent 
desc.  says  they  were  sons  of  %jj^,  and  from  Morris  Co.,  N.  J.  Isaac,  whod. 
1825,  2t.  45  yrs..  was  fa.  of  Joseph  B.  Mintonye.  now  of  Conquest,  and  of 
the  late  John,  of  Lysander  ;  Peter,  b.  1775,  d.  1850,  at  Sempronius,  was  fa. 
of  John,  late  of  Westfield,  Pa..  Elijah,  who  removed  to  Ohio,  and  William, 
fa.  of  Wm.  J.  Mantanye,  lawyer,  Marathon,  N.  Y.  Vincent,  shop-keeper, 
m.  May  8,  1743,  Catharine  Harte,  who  d.  Aug.  29,  1760 ;  m.  Apl.  12. 
1761,  Gertrude  Vonck,  who  d.  Sept.  15,  1766;  m.  July  6,  1767,  Mary  Brun- 
dige.  who  survived  him.  He  d.  May  26,  1773,  ae.  52  yrs.  Dr.  O'Cal- 
laghan  {Hist,  N,  N.\  misled  by  those  who  confounded  the  two  Vincents, 
makes  the  latter  116  yrs.  old  !  Uie  '*  connecting  link  between  Stuyvesant  and 
Washington.**  We  regret  to  spoil  this  pretty  fiction,  which  we  see  is  copied 
in  our  N,  V,  B.  6*  G.  Rec.  vii.  119.  Vincent  had  chn.  (with  4  that  d.  y.) 
Thomas,  b.  1745,  John,  1747,  Isaac,  1751,  Rebecca,  1752.  Peter,  1757,  and 
Mary,  1768,  who  d.  unm.  Aug.  14,  1814.  Rebecca  m.  Petw  Truman,  gd.-fa. 
of  the  late  James  A.  Cosse,  known  for  his  persistent  but  ineffectual  efforts  to 
recover  the  Montanye  lands  at  H.  Thomas  last  named  m.  May  4,  1766, 
Catharine  Smith,  who  d.  Sept  20,  1770.  and  by  whom  he  had  two  sons,  viz., 
Vincent,  b.  1767,  who,  with  the  fa.,  was  dec.  in  1789  ;  and  Henry,  b.  1769, 
who  removed  to  Tappan,  and  m.  in  1802  Rebecca  Nagel ;  issue  John,  b. 
Apl.  I,  1805  ;  David,  Dec  12,  1808,  etc.*  Peter,  b.  1757,  son  of  Vincent, 
was  a  tailor,  removed  to  Orange  Co.,  and  had  sons  George,  Isaac,  and 
Abraham  ;  Isaac,  b.  1783,  d.  1840,  being  fa.  of  the  late  John,  fa.  of  Wm. 

♦  Thisi  Thomas,  b.  1745,  is  named  in  his  fa.'s  will,  Feb.  5,  1773,  but  not  in  the  list 
of  citizens.  May  2,  1774;  N.  Y.  Corp.  Man.,  1850,  427.  Moreover,  his  gd-mo.  Re- 
becx:a,  in  her  will  of  Oct.  25,  1774,  gives  a  tenth  of  her  estate  to  her  son  Vincent's 
•*live  children ;"  whence  it  would  follow  (as  the  others  were  living)  that  Thomas  was 
dec.  Most  likely  he  was  the  cabinet-maker  before  noticed,  who  bad  lately  d.  in  the 
West  Indies. 
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D.  L.  Montanye,  M.D.,of  Rondout.  Isaac,  b.  1751,  grocer  in  N.  Y.,  1786-98, 
m.  1789  Geesie  Banta.  John,  b.  1747,  tailor,  m.  Mary  BriggfS,  and  lived 
at  Tappan  before  and  during  the  Revolotion  ;  then  returning  to  N.  Y..  lived 
from  18 10  in  Elm  St.,  where  he  owned  property,  and  d.  Sept.  24,  1829.  His 
w.  d.  Mar.  29.  1825,  ?e.  70  yrs.  He  left  drs.,  Mary,  wid.  of  James  Brotro, 
merchant,  Elizabeth,  wid.  of  James  Lorton,  and  Gertrude,  w.  of  Chas.  Deoi- 
son.  Another  dr..  Catharine,  m.  Elijah  Fountain.  His  eldest  son  was 
Isaac,  b.  Mar.  4,  1774.  The  late  John  Delamontanye,  tailor,  b.  Feb.  16, 
1778,  was  another  son  ;  issue,  Matilda,  Stanley,  Mary- A.,  Vincent.  Another 
was  Vincent,  b.  Mar.  8,  1784,  who  at  his  d.  Dec.  8,  1827,  kept  the  Cold  Spring 
Garden,  cor.  of  Greenwich  and  Leroy  Sts.  His  dr.  Sarah-Ann  m.  Aris  Bo- 
gart,  and  was  the  mo.  of  Mr.  Vincent  D.  L.  M.  Bogart.  His  other  chn.  were 
Mary,  who  m.  Richard  D.  Blauvelt ;  Susan,  m.  Wm.  Cary  ;  and  George 
Fowler  Delamontanye,  who  d.  Mar.  12,  1857,  in  his  42d  yr.,  issue  Vincent, 
Sophia.  George  A.,  Mary  J.,  Charles  H.,  Maria  L.,  and  Clarence. 

Peter  Montanye,  b.  1723,  was  a  blacksmith,  made  freeman  1746,  m.  June 
ID,  1754,  Catharine  Vanderhoof,  and  acquired  property.  He  d.  June  20, 
1798,  at  281  Pearl  St.  He  had  chn.  Ann,  b.  1756,  m.  Thos.  Parcells,  coach- 
maker  ;  Peter,  1759.  "Ot  in  fa.*s  will,  dated  Jime  17,  1798  ;  Catharine,  1761, 
m.  John  Van  Varick,  baker  ;  Thomas,  1763,  not  in  fa.'s  will ;  Benjamin, 
176') ;  John,  1768  ;  Isaac,  1770 ;  Elizabeth,  1774,  who  m.  Wm.  J.  Waldron. 
grocer.  Said  John,  master-cooper,  inspector  of  provisions  in  1805,  d.  a 
bachelor,  1823.  His  br.  Isaac  m.  Mary  Foskett,  and  d.  July  i,  1805,  his  only 
ch.  being  John,  of  N.  Y.,  cedar-cooper,  b.  Jan.  31,  1802,  d.  at  Hoboken,  Jan. 
18,  1862.  Benjamin,  b.  1766.  in  1798  china  dealer  at  281  Pearl  St.,  d.  Sept 
12,  18 16,  leaving  by  his  w.  Sarah,  dr.  of  Peter  Rush  ton  Maverick,  whom 
he  m.  May  10,  1792,  chn.  Charles-Kearney,  Benjamin-Maverick,  and  Maria, 
who  m.  Ajidrew  D.  Veitch. 

Benjamin  Montanye,  b.  1745,  son  of  Thomas,  was  a  blacksmith,  and  m. 
Elizabeth  Norris,  Apl.  14,  1768.  Siding  with  his  country  at  the  Revolution, 
he  left  the  city  in  1776,  as  did  most  of  the  Modtanyes,  and  retired  up  the 
Hudson,  being  employed  as  confidential  messenger  by  the  Provincial  Con- 
vention. Once,  sent  by  Washington  with  secret  dispatches,  he  was  taken  by 
the  enemy,  and  endured  a  cruel  imprisonment  in  the  Old  Sugar  House,  at 
N.  Y.  He  resumed  bis  trade  here  at  the  close  of  the  war,  but  soon  after  gave 
himself  to  the  Baptist  ministry,  and  in  1791  became  pastor  of  the  Oliver  St 
chh.  He  still  worked  at  his  forge,  at  8  Prince  St.  In  1794  he  removed  to 
New  Vernon,  Orange  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where  he  founded  a  chh.,  and  preached, 
beloved  and  revered,  till  his  d.,  Dec.  25,  1825.  Elder  Montanye  m.  secondly 
Cornelia  Cooper,  an  excellent  woman,  but  his  chn.  were  by  his  first  w.,  being 
Thomas  B.,  Benjamin,  Rebecca,  who  m.  Thos.  Ustick  ;  Nancy,  who  m.  Sanal 
King ;'  and  EHizabeth,  who  m.  James  Thompson,  fa.  of  the  late  Dea.  Benj. 
M.  Thompson,  of  H.  Thomas  0.  Montanye,  b.  in  N.  Y.,  Jan.  29, 1769,  first 
joined  the  chh.  under  the  care  of  Rev.  John  Gano  (see  p.  363),  and  in  his 
20th  yr.,  namely,  on  Nov.  20,  1788,  was  ordained  as  pastor  of  the  Baptist 
chh.  at  Warwick.  N.  Y.,  whence,  in  1801,  he  removed  to  Southampton,  Pa., 
where  he  ministered  till  his  d.,  Sept.  27,  1829.  He  wrote  for  his  epitaph, 
'*  The  chief  of  sinners  and  the  least  of  saints."  By  his  w.  Ann  Edmonds, 
whom  he  m.  May  20,  1788,  he  had  eleven  chn.  ;  four — namely,  Sarah-Ann, 
Eliza,  Rebecca,  and  Thomas— still  living.  Benjamin,  br.  of  Elder  Thomas, 
was  b.  in  N.  Y.  City  in  1786,  spent  his  life  in  Orange  Co.,  was  a  man  much 
respected,  and  at  one  time  deputy  sheriff.  He  m.  Theodocia,  dr.  of  Col. 
Samuel  Clark,  and  d.  at  New  Vernon,  Apl.  19,  1848,  je.  62  yrs.,  having  had 
thirteen  chn. ,  several  of  whom  went  west,  the  seventh  son  being  the  Hon. 
Isaac  V.  Montanye,  of  Goshen,  N.  Y.,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Indepen^ 
dent  Republican^ 
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c. 

TOWN    OFFICERS,    i66o  TO   1710 ;    WITH   DATE    OF 
APPOINTMENT 

N.B. — Abbreviations  :  assr,  for  assessor  :  ald,^  alderman  ;  asst.y  assistant 
alderman;  auth,^  authorized  man;  col.^  collector;  com,^  commissioner  of 
the  town  court ;  con.,  constable  :  elk,,  clerk  ;  vr.,  voorleser ;  mag,,  magis- 
trate ;  overs,  y  overseer;  scht,^  schout ;  schn.^  schepen  ;  j«r.,  surveyor  of 
highways. 

Benson,  Johannes,  sur.,  Sept.  29,  1710.  Samson,  con.,  Sept.  29, 1700  ;  col., 
Sept.  29,  1704  ;  assr.,  Sept.  29,  1708. 

Bertholf,  Guiliaem,  elk.  and  vr. ,  Mar.  6,  1690. 

BoGERT,  John  Louwe,  overs.,  Oct.  29,  1675.  Oct.  23,  1676. 

Brevoort,  Hendrick.  col.,.  Sept.  29,  1697.  John  Hend.,  overs.,  Oct.  28, 
1678,  Dec.  4,  1679,  Dec,  1682  ;  con.,  Nov.  2,  1686,  Oct.  14,  1689  ;  auth.. 
Nov.  29,  1691  ;  sur.,  Sept.  29,  1697. 

Bussing,  Arent  Harm.,  schn.,  Aug.  23,  1673;  overs.,  Oct.  23,  1676,  Oci. 
28,  1678,  Dec.  4,  1679  J  con.,  Nov.  10,  1680;  com.,  Dec.  18,  1683  ;  con., 
1690;  sur.,  Sept.  29,  1694,  Sept.  29,  1695  ;  auth.,  Dec.  14,  1699;  assr., 
Sept.  29,  1700. 

Casier,  Philip,  schn.,  Nov.  16,  1662. 

Claessen,  Derick,  schn.,  Nov.  16,  1662. 

CRESSON,Jaques,  con.,  Dec.  7,  1669.     Pierre,  schn.,  Aug.  16, 1660. 

D01.SEN,  Teunis,  con.,  Sept.  29,  1^7. 

Delamater,  Glaude,  overs.,  June  12,  1666,  Dec.  7,  1669,  Dec.  3,  1672. 
Isaac,  com..  Nov.  2. 1686  ;  con., Sept.  29, 1693  ;  sur.,  Nov.  9, 1700  :  overs., 
Sept.  29,  1701.  Sept.  29,  1702.  John,  overs.,  Dec  ,  1682  ;  com.,  Jan.  28, 
1685  ;  con.,  Oct.  13,  1685  ;  com.,  Nov.  i,  1687. 

Demarest,  David,  overs.,  Aug.  6,  1667,  Oct  2,  1668,  Feb.  7,  1671,  Dec.  3, 
1672  ;  schn.,  Aug.  23,  1673  ;  con.,  Dec  8,  1674.     John,  con.,  June  i,  1670. 

Dyckman,  Cornelius,  con.,  Sept.  28,  1698.  Gerrii,  col.,  Sept.  29.  1707; 
con.,  Sept.  29  1710.  John,  schn.,  Oct.  i,  1674  ;  overs.,  Dec*  8, 1674  ;  con., 
Oct.  29,  1675  ;  overs.,  Oct.  23,  1677,  Oct.  28,  1678,  Nov.  10,  1680.  Dec, 
19.  168 1  ;  com.,  Dec  18,  1683,  Nov.  2,  1686  ;  assr..  Sept  29,  1691 ;  con., 
Sept.  29,  1695  ;  assr..  Sept  29,  1699  ;  sur.,  Sept.  29,  1708. 

Gerritsen,  Lubbert,  overs.,  Dec.  3,  1672. 

Harm  AN  SEN,  Arent     See  Bussing. 

Holmes,  George,  con.,  Sept.  29,  1704. 

Jansen,  Cornelius.     See  Kortright.     Lawrence,  overs.,  Nov.  7,   1677,  Oct. 

28,  1678  ;  com,,  Nov.  2,  1686,  Oct.  14,  1689  ;  con..  Mar.,  1691  ;  sur.,  Sept. 

29,  1694,  Sept  29,  1695  ;  overs..  Sept  29,  1699,  Sept.  29,  1700. 
JouRNEAY,  Meynard,  overs.,  Oct.  29,  1675. 

Kiersen,  John,  assr..  Sept  29,  1695.  Sept.  29,  1696,  Sept  29,  1697  ;  col., 
Nov.  ^,  1700 ;  con.,  Sept.  29,  1701  ;  assr..  Sept  29,  1706. 

Kortright,  Cornelius  Jansen,  con..  Dec.  3,  1672  ;  overs.,  Dec.  8,  1674, 
Dec.  19.  1681,  Dec,  1682;  com..  Feb.  2,  1686,  Nov.  i.  1687.  Johannes 
Cornclissen.  col..  Sept.  29.  1698  ;  con..  Sept  29, 1702  ;  sur.,  Sept  29,  1705. 
Lawrence  Cornelissen,  sur..  Sept  29,  1706  ;  con.,  Oct  1708. 

Mabie,  Caspar,  con.,  Sept.  29,  1696. 

Matthyssen,  NcHs,  overs.,  June  12,  1666. 

MoNTANYE,  Abraham,  con.,  Sept  29,  1694  ;  col..  Sept  29,  1702  ;  sur.,  Sept 
29,  1704,  Sept   29.   1707.     John,  schn.,  Nov.  3.  1661  ;   scht,   Nov.    16, 
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1662,  Nov.   17,  1663^  retired  June  17,  1665  ;  elk.,  1660-1672  ;  vr.,  1663- 

1670. 
Myer,  Adolph.  schn.,  Oct.  i,  1674  ;  overs.,  Dec.  8,  1674,  Oct  23,  1676,  Oct 

23.  1677,  Dec.  1682  ;  con.,  Oct   13,  1684,  Oct '14,  1687  ;  auth,,  Nov.  29, 

1691  ;  asst.  Sept  29,  1693,  Sept  29,  1694  ;  sur.,  Sept  29,  1696,  Sept  29, 

1697  ;  auth.,  Dec.  14,  1699  ;  overs.,  Sept  29,  1701,  S«pt  29,  1702  ;  assr.. 

Sept  29,  1703;    sur.,   Sept    29,  1710.     Johannes,  col.,  Sept  29,    1699; 

assr..  Sept  29,  1707  ;  sur.,  Sept.  29,  1709  ;  assr.,  Sept.  29,  17 10. 
Nagel,  Barent,  sur.,  Sept  29,  1705  ;  con.,  Sept  29, 1709.    John,  con.,  Oct. 

23,  1677  ;  com.,  Dec.  18,  1683,  Feb.  2,  1686. 
Oblenis,  Hendrick,  con.,  Sept.  29.   1705  ;   sur.,  Sept.  29,    1706,  Sept  29. 

1708.    Joost,  overs..  June  12,  1666,  Aug.  6,  1667,  Jan.  25,   1670,  Dec.  3. 

1672;  schn.,  Aug.  23.  1673,  Oct  i.  1674;  overs.,  Dec.  8,  1674,  Oct  29, 

1675,  Oct  23,  1677,  Dec.  4,    1679,  Nov.  10,  1680;  con.,  Dec.   19,   1681  ; 

com.,   Jan.   28,  1685.     Peter,  com.,  Oct.  14,  1689,  1690 ;  con.,  Sept  29, 

1691  ;  auth.,  Nov.  29,  1691  ;  assr..  Sept  29.  1694  ;  ,asst,  Sept   29,  1696 ; 

overs.,  Sept  29,  1699,  Sept.  29,  1700;   col.,  Sept.  29,   1705  ;  assr.,  Sept. 

39, 1709. 
RoELOFSEN,  Peter,  con.,  Oct  2^  1668,  Feb.  7,  1671. 
SiCKELS,  Zacharias,  con.,  Sept  29,  1707. 
Slot,  John  Pietersen,  scht  and  schn.,  Aug.  16.  1660,  Nov.  3,  1661  ;  schn., 

Nov.  17,  1663,  retired  June  17,  1665. 
TiBOUT,  John,  elk.  and  vr.,  Jan.  20,  1685  to  1690,  Sept  20,  1691  to  1697. 
TiEBAUT,  Marcus,  col.,  Sept  29.  1700,  Sept  29,  1708. 
TouRNEUR,  Daniel,  schn.,   Aug.    16.   1660,   Nov.   3,  1661,   Nov.   17,  1663 ; 

mag.,  June  17,  1665  ;  dep.  shff.,  1665-1670 ;  overs.,  Feb.  7, 1671.     Daniel. 

Jr.,  overs.,  Oct  23,  1676,  Oct.  23,  1677,  Dec.  4,  1679,  Nov.  10, 1680,  Dec. 

19,  1681  ;  con.,  Dec.  18,   1683  ;  col.,  Jan.  22,  1684  ;   com.,  Feb.  2,  1686. 

Jacques,  con..  Sept    29,  1692  ;    overs..   Sept   29,    1699,   Sept.    29,    1700. 

Thomas,  assr..  Sept  29,  1692  ;  aid..  Sept  29,  1696  ;  assr.,  Sept  29,  1704 ; 

eol.,  Sept  29,  1706  ;  sur..  Sept  29,  1707  ;  con.,  3cpt.  29,  1708  ;  col..  Sept 

29.  1709. 

Vandervin,  Hendrick  Jansen,  vr.,  1670  ;  elk.  and  vr.,  1672  to  1684. 

Vermeule,  Adrian,  elk.  and  vr..  Sept  29,  1699  to  Feb.  i,  1708. 

Vermilye,  Isaac,  overs.,  June  12,  1666,  Aug.  6,  1667.  Johannes,  court 
messenger,  June  17,  1665  ;  con.,  Aug.  6,  1667  ;  overs.,  Dec.  7,  1669,  Feb. 
7.  1671 ;  con.,  Dec.  4, 1679  '»  overs.,  Dec.  19,  168 1  ;  con.,  Dec;  1682  ;  assr., 
Oct.  13,  1684  ;  com.,  Jan.  28,  1685,  Nov.  i,  1687.  Oct  14,  1689. 

Verveelen,  Johannes,  schn.,  Nov.  17,  1663  ;  con..  May  15,  1666  ;  overs., 
Aug,  6,  1667,  Oct  2,  1668. 

Waldron,  Barent,  court  mes..  Sept  25,  1673  ;  assr..  Sept  29,  1698  ;  sur., 
Sept  29, 1702  ;  col.,  Sept.  29,  1703.  Johannes,  sur.,  Nov.  9,  1700  ;  overs., 
Sept  29,  1701,  Sept  29,  1702  ;  con.,  Sept  29,  1763  ;  sur.,  Sept  29,  1704; 
assr.,  Sept  29,  1705  ;  con..  Sept  29,  1706  ;  sur..  Sept  29,  1709.  Re- 
solved, con.,  June  17,  1665  ;  overs.,  Oct.  2,  1668,  Dec.  7,  1669,  Feb.  7, 
167 1  ;  scht  and  schn.,  Aug.  23.  1673,  Oct.  i,  1674  ;  overs.,  Oct  29,  1675  ; 
con.,  Oct  23,  1676,  Oct.  28, 1678,  Nov.  10, 1680  ;  assr.,  Dec.  10,  1683.  Oct 
13,  1685.  Samuel,  auth.,  Nov.  29,  1691  ;  assr.,  Sept.  29, 1693  ;  sur..  Sept, 
29,1696,  Sept  29,  1697;  con.,  Sept  29,  1699;  auth.,  Dec.  14,  1699; 
assr..  Sept  29,  1702. 

WoLTERS,  Kier,  overs.,  Oct.  2,  i668,  I>ec.  7, 1669. 
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D.    Page  200. 

LETTER:    DR.   MONTANYE  TO    STUYVESANT  AND  COUNCIL. 

Honorable^  Valiant  and  Worthy  Lords. 

My  Lords.  I  have  received  here  a  letter  of  the  ist  July  last,  and  read  the 
same  with  sorrow,  not  ft>r  the  reproof,  which  I  accept  with  thanks,  but  for 
my  accounts  which  to  me  appear  astonishing  :  because  from  the  extract  sent 
me  by  Sieur  Jacob  Sam  the  previous  year,  in  October,  I  find  myself  credited 
upon  the  last  of  December  A'^  1660.  for  the  sum  of  /.  96  ;  and  in  the  extract 
from  the  monthly  pay  book  of  the  year  1661,  I  am  debited  for  /.  1936  :  12  ; 
so  that  I  the  same  cannot  comprehend,  since  in  my  book  of  the  year  1662,  I 
find  myself  indebted  for  not  more  than/.  1159  :  5  :  8,  whence  I  judge  (under 
correction  from  my  superiors),  that  a  mistake  must  exist  in  the  said  reckon- 
ing :  for  of  the  two,  either  I  was  owing,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1660,  more 
than/.  96 :,  or  I  am  now  not  so  much  indebted  as  in  my  accounts  stands. 
Further,  in  the  year  1659,  per  balance  of  accounts  from  my  book,  I  find  my- 
self to  be  indebted/  432  :  13,  to  which  added /.  1338  :  13  :  10,  of  the  year 
1660,  makes  the  sum/  1771  : 6  :  10,  from  which  my  wages  deducted,  to  wit 
/  900,  I  should  remain  indebted  for/  871  : 6  :  10,  which  yet  added  to 
/  1 159  :  5  :  8,  being  the  whole  that  I  for  the  year  1661,  on  my  book  sent  off, 
was  also  indebted,  makes/  2030 :  12  : 2  ;  nov^  the  wages  of  the  year  1661 
being  deducted  therefrom,  I  remain  still  indebted  /  1130 :  12  :  2.  and  not 
/  1936  :  12  (but  I  refer  me  to  tl;e  examination  of  Sieur  Jacob  Sam) ;  which 
same  excessive  sum  I  behold  with  great  heart  grief,  not  that  my  conscience 
witnesses  to  me  that  I  am  fallen  into  the  same  by  any  quis  cingit  ostio  that  I 
may  have  practiced,  having  (without  boasting),  always  kept  my  household  in 
victuals  and  clothes  as  temperately  as  a  common  burgher  here  ;  but  the  ex- 
cessive dearth  of  all  things  has  driven  me  insensibly  into  such  need  and  pov- 
erty, as  that  never  in  the  68  years  that  I  have  lived,  so  great  distress  have 
felt,  finding  myself  destitute  of  all  means  to  provide  for  my  daily  bread,  and 
provisions  for  the  winter  ;  but  my  hope  rests  in  those  who  until  now  have 
always  helped  me.  It  were  well  if  that  considering  my  support  one  should 
deem  it  to  be  sufiScient ;  but  those  who  have  knowledge  of  the  advantages  of 
this  place  can  well  judge,  that  I,  spending  in  bread,  small  beer  and  wood 
/  800,  have  of  necessity  light  money  of  the  balance  left  to  speak  of. 

I  should  to  your  Worthy  Honors  send  a  request,  with  an  obligation  in  the 
form  of  a  Note  of  the  Hon.  Lord  Director  Kieft,  deceased,  to  me  given  ;  but 
the  sudden  departure  of  this  yacht  in  haste,  did  not  permit  me,  yet  hop>e  to 
do  it  the  coming  Monday  with  the  other  yacht. 

In  the  meanwhile  I  remain,  your  Worthy  Honors'  humble  and  willing 
servant, 

In  Fort  Orange,  LA  Montagne. 

i8th  August  A".  1662. 
(Superscribed) : 

Honorable^  Valiant  and  Worthy  Lords ^  My  Lords  Petrus  Stuyvesant  Dircctr. 
General  and  the  Council  of  New  Netherland. 
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K.    Page  206. 

JOCHEM   PIETERS  FLAT. 

This  large  tract  embraced  three  foutths  of  the  grant  made  in  1639  to 
lochem  Pietersen  Kuytcr,  and  whence  its  name.  It  lay  between  the  old 
Kingsbridge  Road  and  Harlem  River,  and  extended,  say  from  the  norihera 
line  of  the  old  Church  Farm  and  village  plots  of  Heiser.  Chesterman,  etc., 
upward,  including  nearly  all  the  late  Myer  Farm.  The  preceding  pages  may 
be  consulted  for  its  history  prior  to  1661,  when  it  was  divided  into  22  lots, 
each  6f  morgen,  or  13  a.,  as  usually  rated. 

The  earliest  list  of  proprietors  is  that  of  1670,  given  on  p,  296,  but  we  know, 
for  the  most  part,  who  were  the  original  owners.  The  subsequent  titles, 
though  difficult  to  trace,  because  of  exchanges  made  from  time  to  time  (to 
group  together  lots  having  the  same  owner),  and  the  vacating  of  three  lots  or 
numbers,  as  will  further  appear,  have  been  clearly  made  out,  it  is  believed ; 
a  work,  which  if  it  but  adds  a  technical  value  to  the  modem  title,  is  of  real 
significance.  It  holds  true  (all  modem  legislation  notwithstanding)  that  ordi- 
narily every  Hnk  carried  backward  into  the  **  good  old  honest  times,"  serves 
to  improve  the  chain  and  strengthen  confidence  in  the  title.  We  believe  our 
efforts  to  restore  such  lost  links  will  also  prove  a  material  help  to  the  modem 
conveyancer  in  his  often  perplexing  work.  To  each  of  these  lots  on 
*'  Jochem  Pieters"  was  originally  attached  a  house  lot  in  the  village  and  a 
share  of  salt  meadow.  For  many  years  these  allotments  were  usually  sold 
together  ;  often,  a  lot  on  Van  Keulen's  Hook  being  included.  A  knowledge 
of  this  fact  is  not  without  its  value  in  tracing  the  title  to  the  several  parcels. 
It  must  also  open  to  many  a  one  a  new  source  of  pleasure,  to  discover  the 
homes  where  the  sterling  characters  treated  of  in  these  pages  spent  their 
years  and  energies,  and  which  of  these  in  the  olden  time  tilled  the  soil  he 
now  occupies — reft  indeed  of  its  former  rural  charms,  but  invested  by  mod- 
ern taste  with  other  attractions  no  less  endearing. 

We  name  the  owners  of  these  lots  in  the  order  of  the  numbers,  as  on  May 
I,  1670  ;  premising  that  No.  i  lay  at  the  south  end  : 

No.    I.  Daniel  Tourneur.  No.  12.  Thomas  Delavall. 


2.  Laurens  Jansen. 

3.  Thomas  Delavall. 

•13. 

Joost  van  Oblinus. 

14. 

Glaude  Delamaier. 

4.  Lubbert  Gerritsen. 

15- 

do. 

5.  Pierre  Cresson. 

16. 

Tan  Nagel. 
Daniel  Tourneur. 

6.  Meynard  Jouraee. 

17- 

7.  David  Demarest. 

18. 

Cornells  Jansen. 
Thomas  DelavalL 

8.  Resolved  Waldron. 

19. 

9.  Hendrick  Karstens'  heirs. 

20. 

do. 

10.  Johannes  Verveelen. 

21. 

do. 

II.  Jean  le  Roy. 

22. 

do. 

Lot  No.  I,  as  it  was  originally  laid  out  in  1658,  belonged  to  John  Mon- 
tanye,  who  gave  it  up  in  1661,  for  oUier  land,  when  the  upper  part,  with  the 
lower  part  of  No.  2,  was  taken  to  form.  No.  i,  and  to  which  Tourneur  suc- 
ceeded, as  he  had  owned  No.  2.  See  pp.  205,  206.  Toumeur's  chn.  divid- 
ing up  his  property  in  1690,  this  lot  fell  to  his  son  Thomas,  and  passed  in 
1710  to  Capt.  Charles  Congreve.  He  sold  it,  July  22,  1713,  to  John  van 
Oblienis,  and  he,  Aug.  12  ensuing,  to  Abm.  Myer,  whose  son  Abm.,  with 
his  w.  Mattie,  conveyed  the  eastem  part  to  Joh.  De  Witt  (since  Hon.  D.  P. 
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Ingraham's) ;  and  the  western  part,  called  the  Pond  Lot,  containing  7  a.  4  r., 
CO  Joh.  Sickels,  by  deed  of  Sept.  6,  1768,  Sickels  building  a  farm-house  at 
the  west  end  next  the  Kingsbridge  Road,  its  site  on  123d  Street,  south  side, 
midway  of  3d  and  4th  Aves.  His  son  John  S.  succeeding  by  devise,  this 
house  became  the  home  of  Iiis  son-in-law,  John  Adriance,  and  the  birthplace 
of  the  late  Isaac  Adriance,  Esq.,  named  p.  173.     See  Nos.  2,.  3,  4. 

No.  2.  Nich.  De  Meyer  owned  this  lot,  and  No.  18,  in  1662  ;  one  of  them 
bought  that  year  from  Simon  Lucas.  He  sold  both  in  1669  to  Comelis  and 
Laurens  Jansen  (see  p.  288) ;  the  latter  getting  No.  2.  From  him  descend- 
ing to  his  son  Albert  Low,  of  Somerset  Co.,  N.  J.,  he  released  it  to  his  br. 
Lawrence,  Dec.  8,  1731.  Lawrence  sold  to  Isaac  Myer,  May  9,  1738,  who 
gave  it  to  his  nephew  Joh.  Sickels.     See  p.  528. 

No.  3.  Simon  de  Ruine,  called  the  Walloon,  had  this  lot  in  1662.  He 
sold,  Mar.  13,  1666,  to  Bussing  and  others  (see  p.  506),  and  they,  Apl.  7  fol- 
lowing, to  Capt.  Delavall.  He  exchanged  it  for  No.  i3,  with  Comelis  Jan- 
sen (Kortright),  from  whose  wid.,  Metje  Comelis.  it  was  gotten  by  Adolph 
Meyer,  Apl.  6,  1697,  in  lieu  of  No.  10.  Meyer's  heirs  conveyed  No.  3  to 
Joh.  Sickels,  Nov.  15,  1748,  when  it  is  called  18  a.     See  No.  4. 

No.  4.  Hend.  J.  Vander  Vin  apparently  owned  this  lot  in  1662.  Lubbert 
Gerritsen  succeeded  about  1664,  at  the  sale  of  whose  lands,  July  5,  1674,  it 
was  bought  by  David  Demarest,  Sen.  He  sold  it.  Mar.  12,  1677,  to  Paulus 
Richard,  and  he,  Aug.  i,  1677,  to  Atlolph  Mever,  to  whose  son  Abm.  the 
other  heirs  conveyed  it  Nov.  15,  1748.  This  lot  had  then  received  -an  ad- 
dition of  6  a.,  as  No.  3  had  of  5  a.  ;  caused  as  follows :  The  New  Lots  of 
Jochem  Pieters.  so  called,  were  laid  out.  as  we  have  seen,  in  1677,  begin- 
ning at  DelavalPs  or  Carteret's  northern  line.  By  mistake  or  otherwise  in 
fixing  this  line,  the  **  old  lots,"  yet  lying  in  common  fence,  were  encroached 
upon  full  three  lots :  to  remedy  which,  afterward,  and  give  the  Delavall 
heirs  the  quantity  claimed  by  them  in  this  tract,  the  town  assigned  to  them 
the  adjoining  island,  thence  known  as  Carteret's  Island,  containing  12  a.  of 
upland,  and  bargained  with  Dyckman  and  the  Nagel  heirs  for  29  a.  of  the 
three  lots  which  the  latter  owned  here,  and  for  which  they  took  other  land  at 
Spuyten  Duyvel.  See  p.  507.  This  arrangement  could  hardly  have  dated  prior 
to  1690,  nor  later  than  1700,  but  the  Nagels  retained  a  nominal  possession  of 
these  lots  for  some  years  thereafter,  and  drew  land  on  the  niorgai  rights  in 
1712.  In  1724  this  flat  was  resurveyed,  at  the  instance  of  Pipon  and  Gou- 
verneur,  claiming  under  Delavall.  Nine  lots  due  the  claimants  being  set  off 
to  them  at  the  upper  end  without  regard  to  the  old  lines  ;  and  then  the  other 
lots  to  the  several  owners  down  to  and  including  Zacharias  Sickels,  who  held 
No.  5,  there  remained  an  Excess  of  11  a  ,  which  had  already  been  ascertained, 
and  sold  by  John  Nagcl,  in  1722,  to  Abm.  Myer  ;  and  of  which  5  a.  were 
added  to  No.  3,  making  it  18  a ,  and  6  a.  to  No.  4,  making  it  19  a.  (See  remark 
under  No.  10.)  Abm.  Myer  having  set  off  from  No.  4,  about  2 'a.  at  the 
west  end  on  the  Kingsbndge  Road,  as  a  building  plot,  and  also  reserving  the 
river  end,  since  in  part  the  Coles  properly,  sold  the  main  portion  of  the  lot 
to  Joh.  Sickels,  Sept.  6,  1768.  The  2  a.  piece,  mortgaged  to  Sickles  by 
Abm.  Myer,  May  i,  1774,  was  purchased  in  181 5  by  T.  W.  Van  Norden. 
With  these  additions  and  exceptions  noted.  Joh.  Sickels  came  to  hold  the 
Nos.  I  to  4  ;  all  which  passed  under  his  will  of  Feb.  12.  1781,  proved  Nov. 
10,  1784,  to  his  son  John,  known  as  John  S.  Sickels,  remaining  in  his  pos- 
session till  his  d..  June  4,  1804.  when  it  fell  by  devise  to  the  heirs  of  his  dr. 
Mary,  Mrs.  John  Adriance.  Thus  the  survey  of  1724  affected  the  division 
lines  of  all  the  remaining  lots  yet  to  be  described,  as  must  be  borne  in  mind 
by  the  inquirer  after  the  original  lines  as  they  were  prior  to  said  survey,  if 
he  would  fix  these  even  approximately — for  more  than  this  can  l^ardly  be  ex- 
pected. 

No.  5.  Pierre  Cresson,  originally  holding  No.  6,  exchanged  in  166 1  for 
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Nd.  5,  in  the  way  before  shown.  He  sold  to  John  Brevoort.  May  23,  1677 ; 
he  to  his  son-in-law,  Zach.  Sickels,  Feb.  20,  1705,  and  he  to  Ntch.  Kortnght, 
Jan.  15,  1729.     See  next  Nos. 

No.  6,  owned  by  Michiel  Muyden,  was  bought  by  Jaques  Cresson.  He 
sold,  Dec.  4,  1669,  to  Meynard  Journee,  and  he,  Mar.  7,  1676.  to  John  Nagel 
and  John  Delamater.  These  making  a  division  of  the  Journee  lands,  July 
14,  1677,  Nagel  took  this  lot  or  number,  being  one  of  those  vacated  by  h^ 
heirs. 

No.  7  was  owned  by  John  de  Pre,  who  bought  Simon  Lane*s  aMotment 
De  Pre  sold,  Apl.  7, 1662,  to  Wm.  Muntanye,  who  conveyed  it  to  his  br.  John, 
and  be,  in  1665,  to  David  DemaresL  Demarest  sold.  Mar.  12,  1677,  to  Pau- 
lus  Richard  ;  he,  July  31,  1677,  to  Joost  van  Oblinus,  and  he  to  his  son 
Peter,  Aug.  24,  1705.  From  the  latter  to  Peter  Waldron,  and  thence  to 
Abm.  Myer. 

No.  8.  Lubbert  GcrriCsen  having  bought  the  allotment  of  Matthys  Boon, 
including  this  number,  sold  it,  Nov.  22,  1662,  to  Tan  Laurens  Duyts.  He 
sold  to  Resolved  Waldron,  who  exchanged  it  for  No.  12,  with  his  son-in-law 
Nagel,  whose  heirs  vacated  it 

No.  9.  Hendrick  Karstens  held  this  number,  probably  from  1662.  At  the 
sale  of  his  estate,  July  5,  1674,  it  was  bought  by  his  son  Conrad  Hendricks. 
He  sold  it,  Aug.  16,  1678,  to  John  Nagel,  whose  heirs  vacated  it  with  Nos. 
6.  8.  These  three  numbers  were  therefore  dropped  out,  while  the  land  em- 
braced under  them  being  assigned  to  the  next  owners  in  their  order,  left  the 
requisite  quantity  to  ma[ke  up  the  nine  lots  for  the  Delavall  heirs.  We  de- 
scribe the  remaining  lots  under  the  old  numbers,  which  were  in  some  cases 
retained. 

No.  10  was  owned  successively  by  Do.  Zyperus,  Jurian  Hanel  (see  his 
patent  p.  526),  and  Johannes  Vervcelen.  The  latter  sold  to  Adolph  Meyer, 
Oct.- 13,  1683,  and  on  Apl.  6,  1697,  he  let  Meije  Cornells  have  it  for  No.  3. 
Thus  the  Kortrig^ts  came  to  own  Nos.  5  and  10.  which  two  lots  Nich.  Kort- 
right,  the  heir  to  a  large  part  of  Met}e  Comelis*  lands,  sold  in  1731  to  Abm. 
Myer.  The  now-united  Nos.  5,  7,  10  passed  to  Abraham*^  heirs,  and  be- 
came the  famous  42  a.  tract,  or  Lawrence  Benson  hon>estead.  See  p.  531. 
These  three  lots,  computed  at  6|  morgen  each  (and  2  a.  to  the  morgenX 
made  just  40  a.,  and  with  No.  4  adjoining,  at  first  13  a.,  but  increased  as  be- 
fore said  to  19,  made  together  59  a.,  being  so  estimated  in  a  mortgage 
for  this  tract,  therein  bounded  north,  by  A/iron  Bussin^^  and  south  by  John 
Sickels,  given  by  Abm.  Myer  to  St.  George  Talbot,  June  7,  1766. 

No.  II  was  purchased  from  Jacob  Elderts,  June  i,  1662,  by  Jean  le  Roy, 
being  part  of  an  allotment  Elderts  had  recently  bought  from  David  du  Four. 
Lc  Roy  sold.  May  2,  1674,  to  Simeon  Cornier,  he,  July.  26,  1675,  to  Paulus 
Richard,  and  he,  the  same  day,  to  David  Demarest,  jr.  Demarest  conveyed 
it  back  t6  Richard,  Apl.  12,  1677,  and  he  on  the  same  date  to  Joost  van  Obli- 
nus. Oblinus  sold  it,  some  twenty  yrs.  later,  to  Arent  Bussing.  See  Nos. 
12.  13. 

No.  T2  Capt.  Delavall  bought  out  of  the  estate  of  Jan  Cogu.  He  exchanged 
with  John  Nagel  for  No.  16  ;  Nagel  exchanged  with  his  fa. -in-law,  Waldron, 
for  No.  8.  Waldron*s  wid.  sold  No.  12  to  Arent  Bussing,  July  16,  1690,  and 
J  oh.  Waldron  confirmed  the  sale  Apl.  5,  1697. 

No.  13  was  bought  by  Joost  van  Oblinus,  Nov.  8. 1663,  from  Philip  Casier*s 
wid.  and  son-in-law  Uzille  ;  Casier  having  gotten  it  from  Jean  Gervoe. 
Oblinus  conveyed  it  to  Arent  Bussing,  Oct.  26,  1693.  Bussing  thus  acquired 
Nos.  II,  12,  13,  which  passed  in  1 718  to  his  son  Peter,  and  in  1737  to  his  son 
Aaron,  under  whose  will  (see  p.  500),  his  executor,  Adolph  Myer,  conveyed 
said  tract.  May  10,  1787,  to  John  Adriance,  who  sold  it,  June  27,  1825,  to 
Charles  Henry  Hall. 

Nos.  14,  15.  Jacques  Cousseau,  owning  Mo.  15,  Mar.  25,  1662,  on  that  date 
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bought  14,  from  John  Sneden*8  estate.  He  sold  both  to  Daniel  Toumeur, 
and  he  directly  to  Delamater,  whose  patent  of  June  25,  1668,  includes  them. 
Delamater,  about  1676.  transferred  15  to  Delavall,  and  shortly  before  his  d. 
No.  14  also.     See  ensuing  numbers,  all  which  unite  in  Delavall. 

No.  16,  given  by  Jan  Pietersen  Slot  to  his  son  Peter,  was  sold  by  the  lat- 
ter, in  1665,  to  Resolved  Waldron,  who  assigned  it  to  John  Nagel,  by  deed 
of  June  2,  1670,  Nagel  afterward  exchanging  it  with  Delavall  for  No.  12. 

No.  17.  Tourneur  boUght,'  Feb.  i,  1667,  from  Dirck  Claessen,  potbaker, 
who  having  owned  it  five  yrs.  at  least,  was  probably  the  original  drawer. 
Tourneur  sold  it,  about  1676,  to  'Capt  Delavall. 

No.  ,iS.  Nich.  De  Meyer,  as  before  said,  owned  this  and  No.  2,  in  1662, 
and  sold  them  to  the  Jansens.  No.  18,  in  the  division,  fell  to  Comelis,  who 
exchanged  with  Delavall  for  No.  3. 

No.  19  was  obtained  by  Delavall  from  Jaques  Cresson,  who  bought  it  with 
No.  6,  from  Michiel  Muyden. 

Nos.  20,  21,  22,  Dejavall  purchased,  as  would  appear,  two  from  Arent 
Moesman,  and  one  from  Valentine  Claessen  ;  in  this  order  as  to  date,  but 
their  respective  numbers  we  are  not  sure  of.  Claessen,  we  believe,  bought 
Adam  Dericksen*s  allotment  One  of  Moesman's  had  probably  belonged  to 
Philip  Casier,  and  the  other  to  Jean  le  Roy,  who  bought,  1662,  of  Philip 
Presto.  In  1673,  Delavall  was  the  ostensible  owner  of  nine  lots  here  (see  p. 
344),  of  which  he  probably  gave  six  to  his  son-in-law  Carteret  in  1676  (sec  p. 
381).  as  in  the  subsequent  division  of  Delavall's  lands,  Carteret's  heirs  got 
six,  and  Darvall's 'successors  (see  p.  424),  three  of  these  lots.  The  title  to 
these  nine  lots  involves  largely  the  history  of  the- Delavall  lands  hereafter 
given,  App.  i.  In  an  ad  justment  of  their  respective  claims  by  Carteret's  son- 
in-law,  Philip  Pipon,  and  Abm.  Gouvemcur,  deriving  from  Darvall,  Pipon 
took  the  six  uppermost  lots,  and  Gouverneur  the  three  lower  lots.  By 
the  survey  of  1724,  these  nine  lots  were  run  out  as  each  6  morgen,  the 
additional  f  of  a  mbrgen  on  each  lot,  making  together  6  morgen,  being 
put  in  Carteret's  Island.  It  was  this  contr^iction  of  the  nine  lots  that 
gave  the  11  a.  to  lots  Nos.  3,  4.  On  May  i,  2,  1725,  by  lease  and  release, 
Gouverneur  and  wife  conveyed  the  "  Three  Lots,"  containing  i8  morgen,  to 
Joh.  Myer,  and  on  Feb.  11, 12, 1740-1,  Simon  Johnson,  John  Amboyneau,  and 
James  Faviere,  as  trustees  of  EHas  Pipon,  son  of  Philip,  conveyed  the  *'  Six 
Lots  "  including  an  additional  acre,  probably  for  the  road,*  with  nearly  8  a, 
of  adjoining  woodland  (known  as  the  Cartetet  Lot)  and  Carteret's  Island,  to 
Jacob  Myer.  This  property  descended  to  Jacob's  gd.-chn.  See  p.  534.  In 
the  division  of  Joh.  Myer's  lands,  in  1753,  between  his  sons  Jacob  and  John 
the  latter  took  the  Three  Lots,  together  with  the  residue  (called  5  a.,  see  p. 
533)  of  the  Carteret  Lot.  From  John  Myer  the  title  (terminating,  see  p.  534, 
in  deeds  from  Gabriel  Furman  and  Richard  Harrison  to  Charles  Henry  Hall, 
in  1825  and  1826)  forms  one  of  Mr.  Adriance's  valuable  series  of  printed  ab- 
stracts. 

•  On  laying  out  the  New  Lots  in  i677,a  road  five  rods  broad  was  Irft  "  for  the  use 
of  the  land  of  Mr.  De  Lavall,"  along  the  north  side  of  his  lots.  Deed,  Zacharias 
Sickels  to  Samson  Benson,  Jan.  23,  1706. 
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F.    Page206. 

VAN   KEULEN'S   HOOK. 

This  tract,  known  originally  as  the  Otterspoor^  but  renamed  from  an  early 
owner,  Conrad  van  Keulen,  of  Amsterdam,  included  the  range  of  farms  to 
the  north  of  the  Mill  Creek  (loSth  Street) ;  from  the  late  Morris  Randell  farm, 
on  Harlem  River,  westward  to  the  Peter  Benson  or  Mill  farm.  A  line 
drawn  from  the  foot  of  125th  Street  westward  to  the  5th  Avenue  at  iiith 
Street  would  nearly  descrioe  its  northern  boundary.  Laid  out  in  1661.  in 
22  lots  of  equal  breadth,  all  running  to  the  river  or  creek,  and  designed  to 
be  three  morgen  each,  the  contents  necessarily  varied  with  the  length,  and 
thfs  led,  in  1676,  to  a  new  survey,  by  which  most  of  the  lines  were  contract- 
ed, and  the  lots  equalized.  The  many  transfers  and  exchanges  occurring 
.  make  it  difficult  to  trace  these  lots  by  the  numbers,  but  out  of  '*  confusion 
worse  confounded,"  a  result  has  been  attained,  which  is  here  given  with  a 
reasonable  assurance.     See  the  names  of  the  original  grantees,  p.  206. 

Lot  No.  I  passed  from  Du  Four,  with  his  other  lands,  to  Jacob  Elderts, 
•and  from  him,  June  i,  1662,  to  Jean  le  Roy.  The  latter  sold  out.  May  2, 
1674,  to  Simeon  Cornier ;  he,  July  26,  1675.  to  Paulus  Richard  ;  he,  the  same 
date,  to  David  Demarest,  Jr.  ;  he  again  to  Richard,  and  he  to  Joost  Oblinus, 
on  the  same  day,  Apl.  12,  1677.  Sold  by  Oblinus  to  John  Delamater,  it  was 
bought  of  his  heirs,  in  1710,  by  Samuel  Waldron,  and  annexed  to  the  adjoin- 
ing farm,  late  of  his  fa..  Resolved  Waldron. 

No.  2  Resolved  Waldron  bought  at  the  sale  of  Cogu*s  estate,  in  1665.  See 
No.  3. 

No.  3  was  sold  by  G?rritsen,  with  other  lands,  Nov.  22,  1662,  to  John 
Duyts  :  he  sold  these  to  Resolved  Waldron,  who  bought  himself  a  residence 
directly  north  of  this  lot,  on  the  street,  which  ultimately  formed  the  north- 
west comer  of  his  farm.  See  pp.  294,  332.  Waldron  also  secured  the  lower 
half  of  the  adjoining  lot.  No.  4,  giving  hinl  2.\  lots  together.  His  son 
Samuel,  who  bought  the  farm  Nov.  25,  1690,  added,  by  sundry  purchases. 
Lot  No.  I,  and  all  the  upland  and  meadow  lying  between  these  lots  and  the 
street,  including  the  old  Haldron  lot,  which  he  bought  of  Kiersen,  Jan.  i, 
1 701.  We  except,  however,  the  small  open  space  at  the  landing,  kept  till 
many  yrs.  later  for  public  use,  and  on  which  stood  Col.  Lewis  Morris's  coach- 
house, the  town  having  granted  Morris,  June  26,  1724,  a  plot  twenty  feet 
square  whereon  to  place  it.  Samuel  Waldron  sold  the  farm  to  Capt.  Con- 
greve  and  John  James,  Mar.  23, 171 1,  and  they,  on  Mar.  27  ensuing,  to  John 
Van  Horn,  who  soon  after  conveyed  it  to  Derick  Benson.  See  pp.  484,  493. 
494,  563.  Benson  d.  in  possession  in  175 1,  and  his  only  son  John  remained 
upon  the  property,  for  which  he  ultimately  took  a  deed  from  Peter  Lolt,  of 
N.  Y.,  Nov.  2,  1758.  John  being  an  executor,  with  the  wid.  and  Dr.  Pater- 
son,  he  probably  joined  with  these  in  conveying  to  Lott,  in  order  to  get  a 
lawful  title.  Benson  built  a  new  house  on  the  farm  proper  ;  his  old  house 
stood  on  the  north  side  of  the  street,  on  one  of  the  old  erven  joining  the 
river.  He  sold  to  John  Bogert.  Jr.,  Mar.  12,  1766.  See  p.  489.  After  his 
gd.-son,  James  Bogert,  Jr.,  came  to  own  the  farm,  in  181 1,  he  took  down 
Uie  farm-house  and  built  another  ;  but  this  being  burnt,  Morris  Randell 
bought  the  property  in  1825,  and  erected  on  the  old  foundation  a  fine  resi- 
dence, still  seen  at  the  foot  of  125th  Street,  south  side. 

No.  4.  Do.  Zyperus,  Jurian  Hanel,  Johannes  Verveelen,  and  his  son-in-law 
Adolph  Meyer,  were  the  successive  owners,  Meyer  getting  it  by  the  marriaj^e 
contract  with  Maria  Verveelen,  though  the  patent  was  not  transferred  to  him 
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till  Oct.  13,  1683.  But  it  was  then  agreed  that  Verveelen  should  use  this  lot 
(i,e.y  what  remained  of  it)  till  his  d.  Meyer  had  sold  John  Dyckman,  Nov. 
9,  1673,  a  piece  of  the  north  end,  and  Dyckman  appears  to  have  leased  for 
Verveelen's  lifetime  the  rest  of  the  half  lot.  with  an  acre  in  the  rear  left  by 
the  survey  of  1676,  making  2  inorgen.  This  eventually  returned  to  Meyer, 
after  whose  d.  it  was  conveyed  to  Kierson  for  half  of  No.  9.  Teunis  Dela- 
montanie  got  3  a.  of  it,  which  he  sold,  in  1727,  to  Joh.  Benson,  who  added 
in  1742  an  acre  adjoining,  on  which  had  stood  the  first  Vermilye  house. 
This  4  a.  eventually  passed  to  Benj.  Benson,  br.  of  Joh.,  from  him  to  his 
son-in-law  Lawrence  Benson,  and  was  conveyed,  Sept.  4,  I797»  to  his  dr. 
Susannah,  w.  of  Dr.  Philip  Milledoler. 

No.  5  Toumeur  exchanged  for  No.  19,  before  or  while  John  Montanye 
owned  if,  whose  fa. -in-law,  Isaac  Vermilye,  occupied  a  morgen  at  the  upper 
end  ;  see  pp.  332,  547.  His  son  Joh.  adding  an  acre  at  the  rear  left  vacant  by 
the  survey  of  1676,  his  wid.  sold  in  17 15  to  John  Delamater,  who  directly 
sold  the  house  and  i  a.  of  the  land  to  Humphrey  Peto.  Peto,  in  his  n^ill, 
proved  July  20,  1742,  says  :  '*  My  house  and  lot  of  land  in  the  township  of 
Harlem,  where  I  now  live,  I  give  and  bequeath  unto  my  nephew,  Thomas 
Van  Bremen,  second  son  of  my  sister,  Johanna  Wickfield,  now  the  wife  of 
David  Devoor.'*  See  p.  461.  It  was  sold  that  yr.  to  Joh.  Benson,  as  before 
noticed.  Montanye  sold  the  lower  part  of  No.  5  to  Demarest,  he  to  Paulus 
Richard,  and  he  to  Laurens  Jansen,  Nov.  19,  1677,  whence  it  rated  as  2 
morgen. 

No.  6  was  sold  by  Lucas,  in  1662,  to  Nich.  De  Meyer ;  by  him, in  1669,  to 
the  Jansens,  and  falling  to  Laurens'  share,  he  built  on  the  northern  end,  and 
lived  there.  It  and  the  half  of  No.  5  descended,  with  his  other  lands,  to 
his  eldest  son,  Albert  Low,  who  conveyed  the  whole,  Dec.  8,  1731.  to  his  br. 
Lawrence,  from  whom  Maria  Meyer  bought  this  tract.  May  22,  1732.  She 
deeded  it,  Aug.  i.  173^,  to  her  son  Isaac,  whence  it  passed  by  devise  to  his 
nephew,  Joh.  Sickels,  who  devised  it  to  his  dr.  Mary,  w.  of  Samison  Benson- 
Benson  and  w.  sold  the  same,  Oct.  8,  1803,  to  their  dr.  Margaret,  w.  of  An- 
drew McGown,  and  these.  Oct.  31  ensuing,  to  John  G.  Bogert  and  Jacob 
Bradford,  who  made  a  division  of  the  tract  Mar.  15,  1809. 

Nos.  7,  8,  9.  Jan  Pietersen  Slot  gave  his  son  Peter  one  morgen  off  the 
west  side  of  No.  9  ;  the  rest  of  the  tract  was  included  in  his  patent  sold  Joh. 
Verveelen.  See  p.  551.  Verveelen  sold  this  patent,  Aug.  21,  1689,  to  his 
son-in-law  Meyer,  whose  wid.  acquired  the  one  morgen  of  No.  9,  now  rated 
as  a  half  lot.  This  had  passed,  in"  1665,  from  Peter  Slot  to  Resolved  Wal- 
dron  ;  from  his  wid.,  in  1690,  to  John  Brevoort ;  from  his  son-in-law  Sickels 
to  John  Kiersen,  and  to  Mrs.  Meyer.  At  her  d.  her  chn.  transferred  the 
three  lots  to  her  gd.-son  Benj.  Benson,  Nov.  15,  1748.  Benson  gave  them 
to  his  son-in-law  Lawrence  Benson,  who  conveyed  them  to  his  dr.  Susannah, 
w.  of  Rev.  Philip  Milledoler,  Sept.  4,  1797,  and  to  said  Philip,  Sept.  21,  1804. 

No.  10  was  sold  by  Casier's  wid.  and  son-in-law,  Uzille,  to  Joost 
Oblinus,  Nov.  8,  1663.    See  Nos.  11  to  16. 

No.  II  was  sold  by  Gervoe  to  Philip  Casier,  who  exchanged  with  Uzille 
for  16.  Uzille  and  the  wid.  Casier  conveyed  it  with  No.  10  to  Oblinus, 
who  ab.  i683  sold  these  numbers  to  John  Delamater. 

No.  12  was  sold  by  De  Ruine,  with  his  other  lands,  Mar.  13,  1666,  to  Bus- 
sing, etc.,  who  sold  out  directly  to  Capt.  Delavall.  See  p.  506.  Delavall 
soon  exchanged  it  for  No.  21,  with  Claude  Delamater,  whose  son  John  sold 
it,  with  Nos.  10,  II,  to  Peter  Oblienis,  May  10,  1690. 

No.  13  evidently  passed  from  Adam  Dericksen's  wid.  (m.  to  Moenis 
Peterson),  to  Valentine  Claessen,  from  him  to  Delavall,  from  him  to  Vervee- 
len and  Bussing,  and  from  them  to  Joost  Oblinus,  who  sold  Nos.  13,  14,  15, 
to  his  son  Peter,  Aug.  24,  1705. 

No.  14  Jaques  Cresson  sold  with  his  other  land,  Dec.  4,  1669,  to  Meyndert 
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Tournce,  and  he.  Mar.  7.  1676,  to  John  Nagel  and  John  Delamater.  The 
latter  took  this  lot  in  a  division  made  July  14^  1677,  and  sold  the  half,  then 
the  whole  of  it,  to  Comelts  Jansen,  who  conveyed  it  to  Adolph  Meyer,  and 
he  to  Joost  Oblinus,  in  exchange  for  20.    Joost  to  Peter  as  aforesaid. 

No.  15,  in  the  division  of  the  De  Meyer  farm  by  the  Jansens,  fell  to  Cor- 
nells, from  whose  wid.,  Metje  Cornells,  Joost  Oblinus  obtained  it,  in  ex- 
change for  No.  16,  which  see. 

No.  16  Uzille  exchanged  for  No.  11,  with  Casier,  who  sold  it,  Jan.  11, 
1663,  to  Jacob  Elderts,  he  to  Delavall,  and  he  to  Joost  Oblinus  and  John 
Brevoort  as  joint  owners.  Oblinus,  getting  the  other  half,  exchanged  this 
lot  with  Metje  Comelis  for  No.  15.  His  son  Peter  buying  this  lot  also,  thus 
came  to  own  Nos.  10  to  16,  which  he  ultimately  conveyed  to  his  nephew, 
Peter  Waldron,  Sept.  20,  1742,  with  the  house,  bam,  and  orchard,  which 
occupied  five  of  the  out-gardens,  lying  north  of  the  seven  lots,  and  finally 
joined  to  them  by  the  closing  of  the  lower  street.  Waldron  bought  up  the 
rest  of  these  gardens  (save  Nos.  19,  20),  and  also  an  adjoining  plot,  once 
within  the  old  village,  by  deed  from  the  town,  Mar.  11,  1747.  See  p.  565. 
This  strip  along  the  Church  Lane,  and  the  said  seven  lots,  composed  the  late 
John  P.  Waldron  farm. 

No.  17  was  sold  by  Derick  Claessen  to  Daniel  Toumeur,  Feb.  i,  1667,  and 
is  described  in  his  patent  of  Sept.  i,  1669,  as  **  13  acres,  or  6  morgen  and 
240  rod.**  It  was  equal  to  two  of  the  other  lots,  and  always  carried  a  6  mor- 
gen right. 

No.  18  Tourneur  bought  from  Cousseau.  On  the  partition  of  Tourneur*s 
lands  in  1691,  this  and  Lot  17  fell  to  his  son  Jacques,  to  whom  Peter  Bus- 
sing succeeded  in  1726.  They  passed  by  devise  to  his  son  Aaron,  whose  dr. 
Mrs.  Storm  succeeded  by  deed  from  her  fa.'s  executors,  Aug.  18,  1784, 
whence  its  title  is  well  known.  See  pp.  499,  500.  The  two  out-gardens, 
Nos.  19,  20,  attached  to  these  lots,  contained  the  farm-house,  the  original 
home  of  the  Bussings.     See  p.  256. 

No.  19  passed  with  De  Pre's  property,  in  1662,  to  William  Montanye, 
from  whom,  or  his  br.  John.  Daniel  Toumeur  obtained  it  for  No.  5.  In 
1691  it  fell  to  Thomas  Toumeur,  and  passed,  in  1710,  to  John  Dyckman, 
who  drew  land  upon  it  in  1712.  This  lot  was  untaxed  from  1715  to  172a 
Doubt  hangs  around  the  after-history  of  this  and  the  remaining  lots  ;  but 
more  anon. 

No.  20  was  sold  by  Pierre  Cresson,  May  23,  1677,  to  John  Brevoort,  from 
whom,  prior  to  1700,  as  would  appear,  Joost  Oblinus  got  it,  and  bartered 
with  Adolph  Meyer  for  No.  14.     Mrs.  Meyer  drew  land  on  it  in  171 2. 

No.  21  Cousseau  sold  to  Tournetu*,  and  he  to  Claude  Delamater,  who, 
prior  to  1676,  exchanged  with  Capt.  Delavall  for  No.  12.  But  the  last  two 
persons  being  dead,  Delamater's  wid.  claimed  this  lot,  and  on  Jan.  4,  1690, 
sold  it  to  her  son -in- law,  Arent  Bussing,  to  whom  Samuel  Waldron,  as  suc- 
cessor to  all  the  lands  and  rights  of  Claude's  eldest  son,  John  Delamater, 
gave  a  quit-claim,  Jan.  3,  1711,  and  it  is  named  in  his  patentee  deed,  1715. 

No.  32,  drawn  by  Jean  le  Roy,  on  the  allotment  gotten  of  Philip  Presto, 
was  sold  to  Arent  Moesman,  and  by  him  to  Capt.  Delavall,  who  upon  it  built 
his  grist-mill  in  1667.     See  pp.  259-263. 

Bussing's  right  to  No.  21  was  allowed,  but  it  caused  trouble  among  the 
lot-holders  at  this  end,  as  there  were  more  claimants  than  lots.  To  obviate 
the  difficulty  in  part  another  lot,*  No.  23,  was  projected,  for  John  Delavall, 
on  the  other  side  of  his  mill  lot,  which  itself,  on  account  of  the  mill,  admit- 
ted of  no  substitution  ;  and  it  seems  indicated  that  the  Dyckman  and  Bus- 
sing heirs  gave  up  or  sold  out  their  rights  .  various  small  parcels  of  land  being 
distributed  to  Peter  Bussing  and  others  in  1720,  when  this  vexatious  matter 
was  finally  arranged.  This  adjusted  the  number  of  lots  existing  to  the  num- 
ber claimed.     A  "  small  strip  of  land  lying  west  of  the  hi  of  Arent  Bussing 
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(No.  3i)  and  east  of  the  his  of  John  Delavall/'  called  3  acres,  a  motion  to 
sell  which  in  1691  was  negatived,  was  added  to  Jacques  Tourneur's  lots. 
The  two  Delavall  lots  were  purchased,  Sept.  24,  25,  1747,  by  Benj.  Benson, 
from  Simon  Johnson,  assignee  of  Elias  Pipon  ;  and  Benson,  we  believe, 
also  succeeded  to  the  Meyer  lot,  Nov.  15,  1748.  The  Kortrights  claimed  two 
lots  here,  but  under  the  numbers  14,  15,  before  held  by  Cornells  Jansen,  and 
on  which  Metje  Cornells  and  Marcus  Tiebautdrew  land  in  1712.  See  p.  517. 
The  heirs  had  divided  one  or  both  of  these  lots  transversely  into  equal ' 
halves,  but  the  whole  came.  In  1726,  to  wid.  Grietie  Kortright,  who  sold  them, 
in  1730,  to  Derick  Benson,  from  whose  son  John,  Benj.  Benson  obtained 
them,  half  at  a  time,  Dec.  30,  1755,  and  May  11,  1764.  Thus  the  title  to  all 
the  lots  (we  believe  five  in  number)  lying  west  of  Jacques  Toumeur,  to  whom 
Peter  Bussing  had  succeeded,  passed  to  Benj.  Benson,  and  came  to  form 
part  of  the  Benson  farm,  the  remainder  being  taken  from  the  Mill  Camp, 
whose  title  we  notice  briefly.  By  the  disuse  of  the  mill,  some. years  alter  the 
death  of  John  De?avall,  the  privilege  of  using  this  land  for  mill  purposes  be- 
came void.  On  Oct  23,  1738,  the  town  granted  a  similar  privilege  to  Sam- 
son Benson,  owning  the  farm  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek,  who  was 
authorized  *'  to  place  a  mill,  with  a  dam,  on  the  Mill  Camp,  wherever  it  may 
suit  him  best ;"  this  right  to  revert  to  the  town  should  the  mill  cease  to  run 
for  two  years.  Benson  built  the  mill  on  his  said  farm,  but  it  was  scarcely 
finished  when  he  d.,  in  1740.  His  son  Benjamin  succeeding  to  the  farm  and 
mill,  and  buying  several  of  (he  lots  before  mentioned,  obtained  from  the 
town,  by  an  award  of  May  30,  1753,  and  for  the  sum  of  160/..  a  deed  for  the 
Mill  Camp,  by  the  following  description  :  **  Beginning  at  the  fence  of  the 
said  Benjamin  Benson  by  the  Mill  Creek,  and  runs  along  his  fence  North- 
wardly to  Harlem  Road,  about  Thirty-one  Chains,  thence  along  said  Road 
Twenty-three  Chains  and  One-half,*  which  is  Three  Chains  beyond  a  large 
Oak  Tree  near  Van  Breemen's  House,  thence  South,  Ten  Degrees  East,  to 
the  said  Mill  Creek,  thence  along  the  said  Creek  to  the  place  where  it  began.'* 
Besides  providing  for  a  road  to  the  mill,  it  enjoined  '*  that  no  encroachments 
shall  be  made  from  the  westernmost  limits  of  this  grant  to  Benjamin  Ben- 
son, but  that  the  small  part  of  the  Mill  Camp  which  remains  undisposed  of, 
lying  between  his  westernmost  bounds  and  the  Mill  Creek,  so  far  as  the 
bridge,  shall  be  and  remain  in  common,  free,  and  open  for  the  benefit  of  all 
the  freeholders  and  inhabitants,  for  their  creatures  feeding  and  going  to  salt." 
During  the  Revolution  the  old  mill  on  the  south  side  of  the  creek  was  burnt, 
and  after  the  war  Benj.  Benson  built  a  new  one  on  the  Mill  Camp  farm,  as 
also  a  substantial  stone  dwelling,  which  with  the  said  farm  and  the  creek  it- 
self he  conveyed,  Apl.  2, 1791,  to  his  son  Peter,  whose  son  Benj,  P.  Benson, 
and  dr.,  Mrs.  Dr.  Peter  Van  Arsdale,  afterward  shared  it.  In  1827,  when 
the  Harlem  Canal  was  begun,  the  mill,  a  frame  building  three  stones  high, 
was  taken  down  ;  but  the  dwelling  stood  till  1865.     See  p.  474. 

*  This  course  followed  for  a  short  distance  the  old  road  which  bddged  the  Utile 
creek  at  iiith  St.,  then  took  that  laid  out  later,  which,  branching  from  the  former, 
crossed  the  creek  at  109th  St.  This  lait  road  cut  off  a  gore  from  Van  Keulen's 
Hook,  of  about  4  a.,  since  known  as  the  Lanaw  Benson  tract.  It  was  sold  by  the  town 
to  Aaron  Bussing,  and  confirmed  to  him  by  the  award  of  May  30,  1753.  The  upper 
road  being  closed,  joined  it  to  Bussing's  other  land  known  as  No.  i,  ist  Division  ; 
but  it  was  sold  separately  by  his  executor,  Adolph  Myer,  to  David  Waldron,  May  i, 
1788,  as  4  a.  rp  r.  Waldron  sold  it,  June  6, 1793,  to  Lanaw  Benson  (colored  woman), 
who  conveyed  it,  all  but  %  of  an  acre  of  woodland  at  the  east  point,  to  John  Ran- 
kin, Apl.  9,  1799. 
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C.    Page  212. 

MONTANYE'S     FLAT. 

Tins  tract  granted  to  Henry  de  Forest  in  1636,  and  subsequently  patented 
to  Hudde  and  La  Montagne,  has  a  remarkably  interesting  history,  for  which 
reference  must  be  had  to  the  foregoing  text,  where  both  patents  are  recited 
(see  pp.  144,  166),  as  also  the  circumstances  which  constrained  the  govern- 
ment to  resume  possession  of  these  lands  in  1662,  and  distribute  them  among 
the  Harlem  settlers.  The  Flat  embraced  the  lands  intersected  by  Harlem 
Lane,  from  the  late  Nutter  farm  to  the  Capt.  John  Kortright  farm,  both  in- 
clusive (109th  Street  to  124th  Street) ;  the  whole  bounded  easterly  by  the 
creek,  and  westerly  by  the  heights. 

It  is  apparent  that  the  Flat  was  originally  laid  out  in  lots  of  unequal  quan- 
tity, to  suit  the  requirements  of  those  applying  for  land.  See  pp.  205-212. 
Original  descriptions  of  nine  of  the  lots  name  them  as  on  "'  Montague's 
Land,''  or  *'  Montague's  Flat ;"  six  as  running  *'  from  the  hills  east  to  the 
kill,"  and  one  **  from  the  kill  to  the  hills  west"  The  Flat  was  not  so  much 
as  fenced  in  till  1673  (see  p.  323),  and  the  first  house,  after  De  Forest's,  was 
not  built  till  some  years  later.  See  pp.  398,  426.  As  in  the  other  tracts, 
early  exchanges  among  the  owners  broke  up  the  order  of  the  original  num- 
bers ;  and  eventually  there  came  to  be  ten  lots,  of  nearly  equal  size,  and 
mted  as  6  morgen  each.  The  lots  first  built  upon  by  Toumeur  and  Dela- 
mater,  began  to  be  taxed  in  1682,  and  all  the  rest  in  1685,  amounting  to  54 
morgen,  Le  Roy's  lot,  vacated,  being  excepted.  This  was  added  in  1725, 
making  60  murgen  (120  a.),  being  12  a.  per  lot ;  and  even  down  tu  the  Rev- 
olution they  were  never  rated  higher  in  the  tax  lists,  though  usually  sold  for 
20  a.  In  further  tracing  these  lots,  we  will  refer  to  them  as  the  isl  lot,  2d 
lot,  etc.,  with  regard  to  the  actual  order  in  which  they  lay,  beginning  at  the 
south  end  of  the  Flat. 

The  ist  and  2d  lots,  described  in  De  Meyer's  patent  of  Jan.  29,  1664,  as  80 
rods  broad  and  containing  12  morgen  360  rods,  were  bought,  Sept.  25,  1669, 
by  Cornelis  and  Laurens  Jansen.  Cornelis  took  them  in  a  division  of  their 
lands,  Feb.  6,  1675,  and  on  Nov.  17,  1677,  added  Demarest's  lot  (the  3d  lot, 
but  originally  No.  4) ;  which  is  described  in  Demarest's  patent  of  Mar.  3, 
1671,  as  26  rods  broad,  160  rods  long,  and  containing  about  13  a.,  or  6  mor- 
gen 300  rods.  These  three  lots,  with  drafts  from  the  adjacent  common  land, 
descending  to  Lawrence  Kortright,  son  of  Cornelis  Jansen,  and  to  his  son 
Lawrence,  who  on  Apl.  5,  1760,  conveyed  it  to  Mrs.  Sarah  Nutter,  became 
the  well-known  Nutter  farm.  See  pp.  515-517.  Here  was  the  **  Half-Way 
House,"  established  in  1684  by  Cornelis  Jansen,  and  kept  after  hisd.  by  his 
wid.  Metje  Cornelis.  See  p.  439.  On  Oct.  13,  1694,  she  was  allowed  pay 
"  for  entertaining  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  on  his  return  from  Connect- 
icut." She  or  her  family,  at  one  time  or  another,  owned  all  of  Monunye's 
Flat.  After  the  tavern  here  was  discontinued,  the  "  Black  Horse,"  below 
McGown's  Pass  (see  p.  521).  became  the  Half- Way  House.  It  was  kept 
during  the  Revolution  by  Richard  Vandenburgh.  The  piece  of  the  Nutter 
farm  east  of  the  lane  (8  a.),  sold  by  Valentine  Nutter  to  Daniel  McConnick, 
Nov.  8,  1806,  was  a  part  of  the  3d  lot ;  the  adjoining  pieces  occupied  by 
Nutter's  son-in-law,  Henry  G.  Livingston,  and  James  Beekman,  included 
parts  of  the  ist  and  2d  lots. 

Daniel  Toumeur,  holding  the  5th  lot,  by  deed  of  Feb.  i,  1667  from  Derick 
Claessen,  and  described  in  Tourneur's  patent  of  Sept.  i,  i66g.  as  No.  6,  24 
rods  broad,  and  containing  about  13  a.,  or  6  morgen,  480  rods,  also  pur- 
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chased  the  6th  lot,  from  Adolph  Meyer,  Jan.  28,  1673,  described  in  Hanel's 
patent  (see  p.  526),  as  No.  7,  27  rods  4i  lect  broad,  and  containing  5  mor- 
gen  400  rods.  This  lot  had  come  from  Do.  Zyperus.  Daniel  Tourneur,  tak- 
ing these  two  lots  in  his  patrimony,  bought  the  4th  lot  in  the  range,  Dec.  6, 
1679,  from  Resolved  Waldron  (described  as  No.  5,  and  30  rods  broad),  Wal- 
dron  deriving  title  from  Lubbert  Gerritsen,  to  whom  was  originally  allotted 
No.  3.  In  171 1,  Tourneur's  son  Woodhull  sold  the  three  lots  to  Samson 
Benson,  who  sold  them  directly  to  Metje  Cornelis.  Their  later  history  is  to 
be  traced  through  the  Kortrights,  Myers,  and  Bussings  ;  see  pp.  499,  500, 
515.  516,  531.  In  the  division  of  this  farm  made  by  John,  Adolph,  and 
Abraham  Bussing,  Apl.  6,  1787,  each  had  an  equal  share  of  19  a.  i  q.  13  r.. 
Adolph  taking  most  of  the  4th  lot.  The  highway  parted  the  other  two 
shares  ;  that  to  the  west  fell  to  Abraham,  and  subsequently,  after  passing 
through  several  hands,  was  bought,  Mar.  8,  181 5,  by  David  Wood,  who  had 
already  purchased  part  of  the  adjoining  Van  Bramer  tract,  irom  Abm.  Van 
Bramer,  May  2,  1812,*  These  composed  Mr.  Wood's  farm,  which  at  his  d., 
May  12,  1842.  desc.  to  his  wid.,  and  chn.  William  G.  Wood,  M.D.,  etc. 

The  7ih  lot  was  sold  by  De  Ruine,  Mar.  13,  1666,  to  Arent  Bussing  and 
others  (see  p.  505),  as  No.-  8,  being  16  rods  broad,  and  containing  4  morgen 
320  rods.  Bussing,  etc.,  sold,  Apl.  7  ensuing,  to  Capt.  Thomas  Delavall, 
from  whom  it  passed  to  his  son-in-law  Carteret,  who  sold  it,  Nov.  21,  1679, 
to  Glaude  Del^mater.  The  latter  exchanged  it  for  another  lot,  with  John 
Dyckman  ;  Dyckman  sold  half  to  John  Brevoort  (which  half  passed  to  Zacha- 
rias  SickelsX  and  later  the  other  half  to  Sickels  direct,  who  sold  the  lot,  Jan. 
15.  1729,  to  Nich.  Kortright, -from  whom  it  passed  in  1740  to  his  aunt  Grietie 
Kortright;  and  from  her  sons  to  Benj.  Benson,  who  owned  the  next  lot, 
afterward,  of  Benjamin  Vandewater.     See  pp.  516,  517.! 

The  8th  lot,  in  (K>ssession  of  John  le  Roy  as  late  as  1668,  is  presumed  to 
have  been  given  up  by  him  for  his  indebtedness  to  the  town.     See  p.  404. 

*  The  Van  Bramer  family  (originally  Van  Bremen)  came  from  Albany.  Jacob, 
jon  of  Abraham  van  Bremen  and  Maria  Van  Nostrand,  m.  in  1711  Johanna,  or 
Anna  Wakefield,  from  Albany  (see  p.  461).  and  had  sons.  Abraham,  of  H.,  and 
Thomas,  of  Peramus,  N.  J.  See  p.  589.  Abraham,  to  whom,  in  1733,  his  step-fe^, 
David  Devoor,  transferred  an  etf,  which  he  soon  sold  to  John  Lewis,  and  was  living 
some  yrs.  after  near  the  bridge  crossing  the  Mill  Creek  (I  believe  the  place  later  ^ 
John  Rankin),  was  fa.  of  Hendrick  and  Abraham,  of  Harlem  Lane,  the  first  a  wheel- 
wright and  bachelor.  These  brs.  divided  the  land  bought  of  the  Bussings  in  1784  ; 
;ee  p.  499.  Hendrick,  by  his  will  of  Jan.  14,  1805,  left  his  residence  on  Harlem  Lane 
to  his  nephew,  Henry  Van  Bramer,  whose  br.-in-law,  Tyler,  afterward  owned  it, 
Abraham  m.  Abigail  Brown,  who  survived  him.  She  was  a  sr.  of  Abm.  Bussing's 
w.  Their  chn.  were  Henry,  d.  unm.',  James,  mariner,  lost  at  sea,  Abraham,  Hester, 
who  m.  John  Kimmel,  and  Susan,  who  m.  Wm.  Tyler. 

f  The  Vandewaters  and  Hooglands.  of  Hariem,  had  this  origin  :  ComeKs, 
Dircksen  Hoogland,  b.  1599.  was  living  at  Brooklyn  in  1638,  and  for  many  yrs.  kept- 
the  ferry.  By  nis  w.,  Aeltie  Adriaens.  he  had  a  son,  Derick,  b.  1638,  who  m.  Lys- 
bcth,  dr.  of  Joris  Jansen  Rapelje.  From  this  union  came,  with  other  chn.,  Johannes, 
b.  1666.  Adrian,  1670,  and  Aeltie.  1681,  who  m.  Abm.  Delamontaine.  Johannes  and 
Adrian  removed  to  N.Y.,  where  the  latter,  a  respected  merchant,  was  murdered  by 
his  own  slave,  Robin,  in  the  negro  outbreak,  just  after  midnight,  April  7,  1713 ;  at 
which  time  Joris  Marschalk,  Henry  Brazier,  Augustus  Grassett,  and  Adrian  Beck- 
man  were  also  killed.  See  pp.  170,  244.  Johannes  Hoogland  m.  twice;  in  1686, 
Anna  Duyckinck,wid.of  Peter  Vandewater,  from  Amsterdam,  in  1706.  Jenneke  Peet ; 
and  by  the  latter  was  fa.  of  Adrian,  b.  1716.  who  lived  on  Bloomingdale  Heights,  own- 
ing half  of  the  De  Key  Tract,  purchased  of  Thomas  De  Key,  in  1738.  in  company 
wiih  Harman  Vandewater.  He  d.  in  1773,  and  his  executors,  Beni.  and  Wm. 
Hoogland,  sold  his  lands  to  Nich.  De  Peyster,  Dec.  7, 1785.  Peter  Vandewater's  son 
Benjamin,  b.  1677.  was  fa.,  we  believe,  to  said  Harman  (see  p.  504),  whose  son  Ben- 
jamm,  in  1751,  succeeded  to  his  lands,  which,  with  what  he  had  acquired  on  Harlem 
Lane,  he  sold  to  James  W.  De  Peyster.  Oct.  16,  1785.  His  w.  was  Mary,  dr.  of 
Adolph  Meyer. 
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It  is  not  included  among  his  lands  sold  to  Simeon  Corniei*,  May  2,  1674,  and 
is  ofHttttd  fnwi  the  tax  list:  down  to  1724.  Samson  Benson  then  appears  as 
the  owner,  and  without  doubt  it  descended  to  his  son  Benjamin  aforesaid. 
From  the  latter  the  parts  of  the  7th  and  8th  lots,  which  lay  to  the  west  of 
Harlem  Lane,  passed,  the  first  to  Robert  Hunter,  the  second  to  Benjamin 
Vandewater  ;  the  latter  conveying  his  part,  with  his  farm  on  the  adjoining 
heights,  to  James  W.  De  Peyster.  Oct.  16,  1785.  The  remnants  east  of  the 
Lane  were  sold  lo  Adolph  Myer,  who  conveyed  ihe  part  of  the  7th  lot  to 
John  Dykman,  except  an  acre  sold  to  Hendrick  Van  Bramer  on  which  his 
house  was  built,  described  on  p.  398. 

Two  lots  sold  by  Cousseau  to  Toumeur,  and  by  him  to  Glaude  Delamater, 
are  described  in  Delamater's  patent  of  June  25.  1668,  as  situated  **  to  the 
north  of  John  Le  Roy,  to  the  south  of  Daniel  Tourneur,  an  east  line  being 
run  from  the  hills  to  the  kill  ;  it's  in  breadth  48,  and  in  length  100  rod,  and 
makes  in  all  about  16  acres  or  8  morgen."  By  adding  to  this  the  adjoining 
Tourneur  lot  (which  Toumeur  had  given  to  his  son-in-law  Dyckman.  who 
exchanged  with  Delamater  for  the  7th  lot),  Delamater  came  to  be  rated  at  12 
morgen.  This  being  divided  into  halves,  by  his  sons  John  and  Isaac,  formed 
the  9th  and  loih  lots,  of  which  John  took  the  lower  one,  and  Isaac  the  upper. 
John's  share  passed,  in  1710,  to  Samuel  Waldron,  and  thence  to  his  son 
Peter.  Isaac's  lot  passed,  Dec.  3,  1726,  to  his  son  John  Delamater,  who  sold 
it  to  Aaron  Kortright,  Mar.  12,  1742.  See  its  history  continued,  on  pp. 
516-519.  The  old  Dblamater  homestead  stood  on  the  east  side  of  the  Lane. 
Capt.  John  Kortright  built  the  large  mansion  which  stood  at  a  centre  point 
in  the  block  between  119th  and  120th  Streets,  and  8th  and  9th  Aves. 


H.   Page  383. 

THE    HOORN'S    HOOK    FARMS.* 

I.    SAW-KILL   FARM. 

Gborg£  Elphinstone,  the  grantee  of  this  tract,  transferred  his  claim  to 
Abraham  Shotwell.  to  whom  the  patent  was  issued  by  Gov.  Andros,  Sept  29, 
1677.  See  pp.  382.  383.  It  grants  a  tract  of  land  upon  Manhattan  Island,  in 
breadth  51  rods,  running  from  the  East  River  north-west  into  the  woods  120 
rods,  including  the  run  of  water  formerly  called  the  Saw  Mill  Creek,  together 
with  the  pond  ;  being  bounded  south-west  by  the  land  of  John  Bassett,  and 
north-east  by  the  land  of  Jacob  Young,  and  containing  38^  acres. 

Abm.  Shotwell,  with  consent  of  his  son  John,  sold  the  farm  and  improve- 
ments Nov.  6,  1679,  to  John  Robinson,  who,  on  Jan.  i,  1680,  conveyed  one 
half  to  John  Lewin  and  Robt.  Wolley,  of  London,  for  ;f  60  ;  and  on  Feb.  12, 
1684,  the  other  half  to  William  Cox,  for  ;^  160.     See  pp.  406.  409.  428. 

Mr.  Cox  was  drowned  in  July,  1689,  in  returning  from  Amboy,  whither  he 
had  been  sent  by  Leisler  to  proclaim  the  accession  of  William  and  Mary. 
On  July  15,  before  taking  his  last  fatal  journey,  he  made  his  will,  amply 
providing  for  his  w.  Sarah,  and  devising  his  share  of  the  Saw-kill  farm  to  her 
br.  Henry  Bradley.  The  latter,  named  in  his  br.  Samuel  Bradley's  will, 
July  5,  1693,  d.  soon  after,  without  issue,  his  estate  falling  to  his  said  br. 
Samuel  ^d  sr.  Sarah,  late  Mrs.  Cox,  who  being  left  *'  a  good  rich  widow." 

*  The"Dtitch  word  hoeck,  or  hooV,  is  rendered  '•  a  nook,  a  comer,  or  an  angle,"  in 
Hexham's  Grvot  Woordenboeck,  Rotterdam  :  1658.  In  common  usa^e,  a  neck  of  land 
bounded  on  three  sides  by  streams  or  meadows ;  or  where  these  hmits  were  roads, 


or  f  ven  surveyor's  lines,  was  called  a  hook;  see  examples,  pp.  512^566.  Hoom's  Hook, 
originally,  was  regnrded  as  being  bounded  south  by  Marston's  Creek,  which  emptied 
mto  the  river  near  8oih  S-reet. 
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had  meanwhile  m.  John  Oort,  merchant,  and  now  had  her  third  hus.,  the 
noted  Cape.  Wm.  Kidd.  She  m.  Capt.  Kidd  by  license  of  May  i6,  1691.  On 
June  1, 1695,  Kidd  and  his  br.-in-law  Samuel  Bradley  (soon  to  sail  for  Engf- 
land,  to  prepare  for  that  nefarious  voyage  in  the  Adventtire  GalUy^  from  which 
Bradley  returned  only  to  be  landed  sick  and  dying  on  the  island  of  St. 
Thomas,  and  Kidd  to  be  arrested,  sent  to  London,  and  executed  for  piracy), 
joined  in  conveying  their  half  of  the  farm,  etc.,  to  Mrs.  Kidd's  fa.,  CapL 
Samuel  Bradley,  for  the  term  of  his  life.  The  reversion  of  the  half  farm  fall- 
ing to  Mrs.  Kidd  by  the  d.  of  her  hus.  and  br.  Samuel,  she  obtained  admin- 
istration on  the  will  of  the  latter,  Apl.  13.  1703,  and  on  Sept.  14  following, 
quit-claimed  all  her  right  and  interest  in  the  farm  to  her  fa.  Capt  Bradley. 
Before  the  yr.  closed  she  m.  Christopher  Rousby.  On  Jan.  7,  1704,  Brad- 
ley conveyed  the  said  half  farm  to  Rousby.  But  Rousby  and  w.  doubting  the 
sufficiency  in  the  law  of  the  patents  to  Shotwell  and  Cox,  for  the  half  farm 
and  other  their  property,  to  assure  them  the  legal  possession  (such  at  least 
was  their  plea),  petitioned  Gov.  Cornbury,  Mar.  23, 1704,  to  accept  a  deed  of 
sale  for  iheir  said  property  to  her  Majesty  Queen  Anne,  and  then  to  re-grant 
the  same  to  them  and  their  heirs  forever.  Obviously  the  true  reason  for  this 
lay  in  the  fact,  as  stated  in  a  warrant  of  Aug.  4,  1701,  for  the  seizure  of 
Kidd's  eflfects.  that  he  had  '*  been  executed  in  England  for  piracy,  whereby 
all  his  estate,  both  real  and  personal,  is  forfeited  to  his  Majesty."  With  this 
request  the  governor  complied  ;  the  deed  to  the  Queen  is  dated  Mar.  31,  1704, 
and  Cornbury 's  patent  to  the  petitioners,  May  2,  1704.  The  Harlem  free- 
holders, Apl.  15.  1703,  had  voted  "  WoUey  and  partner'*  a  release  of  what 
part  of  their  land  lay  within  the  town  patent ;  and  on»  Feb.  i,  1705,  Rousby 
obtained  from  Charles  Wolley,  of  N.  Y.,  merchant,  son  and  successor  of 
*'  Robert  Wolley,  citizen  and  cloth -worker,  of  London,"  a  deed  for  the  other 
half  of  the  Saw-kill  farm. 

From  kousby  the  farm  passed  to  John  Gurnev,  of  N.  Y..  baker.  Under 
Gumev's  will,  dated  Sept.  23,  1708,  his  wid.  Niary  (Van  Hosen)  sold  the 
farm.  May  24,  1709,  to  Thomas  Hook,  Jr..  of  N.  Y..  gent.,  for  ;^400.  The 
parties  to  this  sale  were  m.  July  10,  ensuing.  Mr.  Hook  made  his  will  Mar. 
I3i  1713*  as  he  "  designed  to  take  a  vo3'age  for  London."  He  was  dec.  May 
29,  1723,  the  date  his  will  was  proved,  but  the  farm  stood  in  his  name  till 
1730,  and  was  then  sold  to  John  Devoor,  who  occupied  it  half  a  century.  By 
will  dated  June  26,  1778,  proved  Oct.  2,  1780,  Devoor  gave  14  a.  off  the 
upper  side  of  the  farm  to  his  son  John,  and  the  other  1^%  a.  to  his  dr.  Aefie. 
w.'  of  John  Courtright.  Courtright  and  w.  sold  their  part.  May  20,  22,  1786, 
to  Isaac  Gouverneur,  and  he  on  Sept.  9,  1791,  to  John  Leary,  Jr.,  whence  ix 
passed  to  David  Dickson  and  Andrew  Stockholm.  These,  loaning  ;^30oo 
from  the  State  Treasurer,  Gerard  Banker,  on  a  mortgage,  July  30,  1793.  put 
up  near  the  river  extensive  cotton  mills  ;  employing  workmen  from  Man- 
chester, Eng.  But  this  enterprise  failed,  and  on  Dec.  26,  1799,  Dickson  and 
Stockholm,  for  ^"4800,  conveyed  the  property,  now  called  28  a.,  to^Isaac 
Gouverneur.  The  latter  d.  intestate,  the  State  foreclosed,  and  under  a  decree 
of  Dec.  14,  1805.  the  premises  were  publicly  sold  Mar.  6,  1806,  and  bought 
by  John  Lawrence  for  $30,000,  the  deed  to  him  being  executed  the  same  day 
by  Pierre  C.  Van  Wyck.  master  in  chancery.  Richard  Riker  and  John  Tom 
being  partners  in  this  purchase  (the  three  were  brs.-in-law),  Lawrence,  by 
deeds  of  Mar.  20,  1807,  assigned  portions  of  the  premises  to  his  said  copart- 
ners. On  July  21,  1807,  Mr.  Tom's  executors  reconveyed  his  share  to  Law- 
rence, who  with  Mr.  Riker  made  a  formal  division  June  21,  1811,  the  first 
having  made  his  residence  upon  the  upper,  the  other  upon  the  lower  part. 
For  this  purpose  Mr.  Lawrence  had  repaired  the  old  house  on  his  tract, 
while  Mr.  Riker  built  upon  his  part,  now  named  Arch-Brook^  a  fine  stone 
dwelling,  occupied  by  him  till  his  d.  in  1841.  His  heirs  divided  the  property 
into  city  lots. 
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John  Devoor,  Jr.,  mortgaged  his  14  a.  of  this  farm  to  Mangle  Minthorne, 
Mar.  17,  1783  ;  he  assigned  tite  mortfra^  to  Anthony  L.  White,  Nov.  25, 
1786,  and  he,  the  same  day,  to  Mary  Elhs,  **  formerly  of  the  Out  Ward,  now 
of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  singlewoman.'*     See  next  title. 

II.  THE  BAKER  FARM. 

The  patent  to  Jacob  Young,  dated  May  i,  1677,  grants  a  piece  of  land  on 
Manhattan  Island,  in  breadth  by  the  riverside  43  rods,  ranging  thence  north- 
west into  the  woods  120  rods  ;  being  bounded  north-east  by  the  Commons,  or 
a  certain  run  of  water,  and  south-west  by  the  land  of  George  Elphinstone,  and 
containing  32  X  acres.  On  Sept  27,  1683,  Young  conveyed  this  land  to 
William  Holmes.  See  p.  423.  The  Utter,  b.  in  1644,  was  a  son  of  George 
Holmes  of  Turtle  Bay,  and  m.  in  1675  Elizabeth,  dr.  of  Claes  Wyp,  of  Al- 
bany. On  A  pi.  15,  1703,  the  town  voted  him  a  similar  release  as  that  to 
Wolley  and  partner.  Holmes,  by  will  made  Sept  18, 1705,  gave  his  w.  Eliza- 
beth, the  use  of  his  farm,  which  at  her  d.  was  to  be  shared  half  by  his  son 
George,  and  half  by  his  drs.  Bregie,  Jannetie,  Judith,  and  Prisdlla.  Of  these 
Jannetie  m.  1712  Cornelius  Mesurolle,  and  Judith  m.  1718  Martin  van 
Iveren  ;  the  other  drs.  d.  unm.  and  intestate.  George  Holmes,  b.  1678  (see 
his  m.  p.  492),  came  in  possession  of  his  patrimony  prior  to  1710,  and  by  the 
d.  of  his  unm.  srs.,  and  the  purchase,  Dec.  29.  1746,  of  Jannetie's  interest, 
acquired  %  of  the  farm.  Under  his  will,  dated  SepL  13,  1743,  his  wid. 
Jenneke  took  the  estate  in  fee,  and  after  her  d.  Peter  Anderson,  with  his  w. 
Cornelia,  only  ch.  and  heiress  of  George  and  Jenneke  Holmes,  conveyed 
the  farm.  Mar.  30,  1756,  to  Abraham  Lefferts,  for  ;f  410.  Lefierts  devised  it 
to  his  son  Derick,  and  dr.  Elizabeth,  w.  of  Peter  Clopper,  and  Clopper  and 
w.  sold  their  half  to  Derick,  May  16,  1769,  for  ;f  1400.  Lcfferts  resided  here 
till  after  the  Revolution,  and  on  June  25,  1788,  conveyed  the  farm,  28  a.,  to 
Mary  Ellis,  for  ;^ 3900,  **  in  Spanish  Milled  Dollars." 

Before  Abm.  Leflferts  made  his  purchase,  the  remaining  %  of  the  farm, 
being  a  4  a.  strip  on  its  southerly  side,  held*  by  Martin  and  Judith  van  Iveren, 
had  come  to  be  owned  by  John  Devoor,  Jr.,  from  whom  it  passed,  by  deed 
and  mortgage  of  Feb.  15,  16,  1774,  to  David  Provoost,  and  subsequently  was 
purchased  by  Mary  Ellis.  On  May  1,  1791,  said  Mary  Ellis  conveyed  to 
John  Baker,  her  farm  called  Sans  SouH^  46  a.,  which  included  the  28,  4,  and 
14  a.  tracts.  The  mortgages  on  the  lesser  pieces  were  assigned  to  Dr. 
Bieiker,  who  thus  got  title  to  this  valuable  property,  which  after  his  d.  in 
1796,  and  the  expiration  and  surrender  of  certain  life  interests,  enjoyed  by 
the  Delafields  imder  the  will  of  Dr.  Baker,  passed  to  the  trustees  of  the  New 
York  Protestant  Episcopal  Public  School. 

III.  THE  MARSTON  FARM.    * 

The  patent  for  this  farm,  dated  Sept  29,  1677,  describes  it  as  44  rods  in 
breadth  by  the  water  side;,  ranging  in  length  north-west  into  the  woods  120 
rods  :  being  bounded  south-west  by  Jacob  Young's  land,  and  north-east  and 
north-west  by  the  Commons  ;  and  containing  30  a. 

John  Baignoux,  the  patentee  (see  p.  428),  sold  the  farm  May  15,  1683,  to 
Isaac  Deschamps.  he  on  Oct.  12,  1686,  to  John  Spragge,  and  the  latter,  on 
Dec.  7,  1690,  to  Daniel  Cox,  of  London,  Doctor  in  Physic,  and  then  princi- 
pal proprietor  of  West  Jersey.  On  ApL  13.  1698,  Dr.  Cox,  by  his  attorney 
Jeremiah  Bass,  Governor  of  N.  J.,  and  in  consideration  of  ;^24,  leased  the 
farm  to  Thomas  Codrington,  of  Raritan,  for  99  yrs.,  at  the  yearly  rent  oC 
one  pepper-corn.  On  June  28,  1701,  Dr.  Cox  conveyed  the  said  farm  in 
fee  simple  to  his  son  Daniel  Cox.  Codrington  must  i^terward  have  gotten 
a  release  of  the  fee.  He  also  secured  Nos.  i,  2,  of  the  Hoom's  Hook  lots, 
16  a.  ;  in  exchange,  one  for  No.  4,  which  he  bought  Sept  4,  1700,  from  Is- 
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rael  Honeywell,  Who  got  it,  Aug.  i.i^og,  of  Wm.  Preskcr  (see  p.  572) ;  the 
other  for  No.  3,  obtained  from  Thos.  Toumeur,  or  his  heirs,  Toumeur  hav- 
ing gotten  it.  Mar.  13,  1689,  from  Joh.  Verveelen.  In  1704  the  corporation 
leased  him  60  a.  of  the  commons,  adjoining  his  farm,  for  21  yrs.,  at  6  pence 
an  acre  per  ann.  Codrington  set  up  a  brewery,  kept  cattle  and  sheep,  and 
owned  half  a  dozen  slaves.  He  left  no  ch.  By  will  made  ApL  9,  and  proved 
Apl.  20,  17 10,  he  gave  ;^50  to  each  of  his  four  srs.  ;  ;^200  to  his  "  cousin 
Frances  Willelt"  (w.  of  Richard  Willctt ;  see  p.  424),  and  his  *'  farm  at  Har- 
lem," etc.,  to  his  w.  Margaret  See  p.  396.  Under  her  will,  dated  Sept.  2, 
proved  Sept  24,  1728,  Martha,  dr.  of  Richard  Willett,  and  w.  of  Capt.  Wm. 
Lawrence,  should  have  taken  the  farm,  as  residuary  legatee.  But  it  paid  quit 
rent  for  ten  yrs.  later  as  **  the  esute  of  Mr.  Codrington."  On  July  24,  1738, 
"the  Plantation  of  the  late  Capt.  Thomas  Codrington^  containing  about 
Thirty  Acres  of  Land,  besides  two  Out  Lots  of  about  Eight  Acres  each,  with 
the  Orchard  and  Dwelling  House  and  Appurtenances  ;  All  in  the  Bounds  of 
HarUm^*^  was  advertised  in  the  N,  Y.  Gautte^  to  be  sold  at  public  vendue, 
on  Sept.  2  ensuing,  in  the  Exchange  Market  House.  '*  The  Title  is  good, 
and  may  be  seen  at  the  house  of  John  Chambers^  who  is  one  of  the  persons 
impuwered  to  sell  the  same." 

The  property  was  bought  by  John  Brown.  He  exchanged  parts  of  the  Out 
Lots  with  Waldron  (see  p.  566),  who  built  the  *'  Hopper  House,"  on  No.  i. 
In  1749  the  farm  was  purchased  by  Nathaniel  Marston,  of  N.  Y.,  merchant, 
and  by  his  will,  made  Feb.  8,  1776,  passed  to  his  son  Thomas,  excepting  the 
8  a.  gotten  by  Brown  from  Waldron,  which  Marston  left  to  his  son  John, 
who  sold  it  to  Thomas,  June  5,  1795.  The  Prospect  Farm,  as  called,  was 
sold  in  parcels  by  Thomas  Marston,  and  formed  the  seats  of  Jones,  Scher- 
merhom,  etc.  ;  but  here  we  rest  our  notes,  and  with  pleasure  refer  the  in- 
quirer for  the  later  title  to  TuttU's  Abstracts,* 

IV.    THE  WALDRON  FARM. 

This  farm  was  made  up  of  eight  of  the  ten  lots  laid  out  in  1677  (see  pp.  383, 
384),  with  later  additions.  It  is  a  mistake  to  deduce  the  title  from  Resolved 
Waldron,  who  never  owned  a  foot  of  it.  Peter  van  Obllenis  had  drawn  lot 
No.  10  (see  description,  p.  406)  ;  his  fa.  bought  No.  6,  from  Bogert,  Dec.  9, 
1679,  and  gave  it  to  Peter  (the  deed  passing  Dec.  28,  1699) ;  and  Peter  also 
acquired  Nos.  7,  8,  9,  from  various  parties  to  whom  they  had  been  trans- 
ferred. See  p.  460.  Toumeur  had  exchanged  No.  7  for  No.  i,  with  Adolph 
Meyer  ;  Oblienis  agreed  to  give  Meyer  300  gl.  for  it,  and  thereupon  sold  the 
five  lots,  with  the  improvements.  May  10,  1690,  to  John  Delamater.  See  pp. 
503,  540.  Delamater  added  three  more  lots,  bought  from  Daniel  Tourneur's  . 
heirs  (see  p.  544),  and  came  to  own  Nos.  3  to  10,  being  68  a.  In  the  allot- 
ment of  1691  he  secured  an  adjoining  tract,  described  in  his  deed  of  May  21, 
1701,  from  the  town  as  *'  a  piece  of  land  lying  in  the  Bay  of  Hellg^te,  extend- 
ing Irom  the  north-west  corner  of  the  end  of  his  lots  to  a  white  oak  tree 
maiked  J.  D.  L.  and  J.  L.  B.    To  the  river  past  a  rock  marked  J.  D.  L.  and 

*  Nathaniel  Marston  was  a  son  of  Nathaniel,  an  original  vestryman  of  Trinity 
chb.,  N.  Y.,  named  in  its  chaner,  1697,  and  actingmuchof  the  time  till  1731.  His 
w.  was  Margaret,   dr.  of  Abel  Hardenbrook.     Their  son  John  m.   and  went  to 

ifamaica,  W.  I.  Their  dr.  Ann  m.  Ebenezer  Grant.  Nathaniel  m.  Mary,  dr.  of 
|ohn  Crook,  and  became  wealthy.  In  1731  he  succeeded  his  fa.  as  vestryman,  and 
n  1770  was  made  warden.  He  d.  in  his  7Sth  yr.,  Oct  ai,  1778.  His  chn.  were 
NathanUl,  whose  dr.  Mary  m.  Capt.  Fred.  Philipse  ;  Thomas;  John,  mem.  of  the 
N.  Y.  Prov.  Conffress  ;  Margaret,  m.  Hon.  Philip  Philipse  and  Rev.  John  Ogilvic ; 
and  Frances,  "niomas  m.  1759  Cornelia,  dr.  of  Leonard  Lispenard.  He  d.  in 
N.  Y.,  Jan.  11, 1814,  in  his  75th  yr.  For  his  portrait  see  Stevens'  Chamber  0/ Com- 
imene.    His  eldest  dr.  m.  Francis  Bayard  Winthrop. 
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J.  L.  B.,  and  so  onward  by  the  strand  till  to  the  end  of  the  meadow  north  of 
a  rocky  hill." 

Samuel  Waldron  bought  this  farm  in  1710,  from  the  Delamater  heirs  (see . 
P*  503),  and  on  Dec.  20,  1712,  obtained  a  patentee  deed  taking  in  the  land 
westward  to  "  the  patent  line."  It  is  therein  described  as  *'  AuL  that  tract 
of  land  commonly  called  or  known  as  Hoom^s  Hook^  aforesaid,  with  all  and 
singular  the  houses,  house  lots,  lots  of  land,  now  in  the  possession  of  the  said 
Samuel  Waldron,  as  they  are  hereinafter  named,  expressed,  bounded  and 
numbered,  that  is  to  say  :  on  the  ^outh,  over  against  Hog  Island,  aJs  Kor- 
eans Island,  by  the  river  of  Harlem  ;  on  the  south-west  by  the  lot  No.  2,  now 
in  the  possession  of  Margaret  Codrington,  widow  ;  on  the  north-west  by  the 
patent  line  of  Harlem  ;  on  the  north  by  a  white  oak  stump  upon  the  bounds 
of  the  lands  now  in  the  possession  of  Barent  Waldron  and  John  Benson  ;  on 
the  north-east  by  a  rock  marked  on  the  north-east  side  thereof  with  the  let- 
ters L.  B.,  on  the  south-west  by  L.  M.  ;  and  so  goes  down  to  the  said  river 
by  several  marked  trees  with  the  aforesaid  letters,  and  runs  on  the  north  side 
of  a  rocky  hill,  and  on  the  south  side  by  a  piece  of  meadow,  and  thence  along 
the  river  to  the  said  lot  No.  2  ;  including  -all  points,  meadows,  and  marshes 
within  the  bounds  above  mentioned  ;  containing  by  estimation  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  acres,  be  the  same  more  or  less." 

The  farm  remained  intact  during  the  life  of  Samuel  Waldron.  His  son 
William,  who  came  in  possession  in  1741,  setoff  lots  3,  4,  to  his  br.  Benjamin 
(see  pp.  563,  566),  and,  on  Nov.  29,  1759,  ^^^^  ^^%  z^  2X.  the  southerly  side 
of  the  farm  to  Jacob  Leroy,  (since  the  Com.  Chauncey  seat) ;  but  otherwise 
the  farm  underwent  no  material  change,  till  divided  by  William's  heirs,  after 
his  d.  From  that  period  dated  the  improvements,  which  the  last  few  years 
have  almost  obliterated,  that  first  associated  with  thi^  fine  property  other 
notable  names,  such  as  Astor,  Gracia,  Prime  and  Rhinelander.  It  is  not  in 
our  plan  to  extend  these  notes  beyond  this  brief  compendium  of  the  early 
titles.  Tuttle's  Abstracts  give  full  details  as  to  the  modem  titles  ;  and  a  vol- 
ume only  would  suffice  for  the  stirring  reminiscences  connected  with  the 
H corn's  Hook  farms. 


I.  Page  425, 

THE  DELAVALL   LANDS. 

The  considerable  tracts  of  land  at  Harlem  held  by  Capt.  Thomas  Delavall 
and  his  heirs  have  a  history  as  little  known  as  it  is  curious  and  interesting. 
For  details  regarding  his  purchases,  the  disposition  he  made  of  his  lands,  etc., 
the  reader  should  consult  the  general  history  of  the  town.* 

Capt.  Delavall  released,  Aug.  8,  1676,  to  his  son-in-law  Capt.  James  Car- 
teret and  wife  :  "  All  that  messuage,  tenement  and  farm  which  the  said  Del- 
avall formerly  bought  of  one  Moseman,  situate  lying  and  being  in  the  town- 
ship of  Harlem,  within  or  upon  a  certain  island  called  or  known  by  the  name 
of  Manhattan  Island,  in  America ;  and  all  that  water  mill  which  the  said 
Thomas  Delavall  built  or  caused  to  be  built,  situate,  lying  and  being  in  and 
upon  Manhattan  Island  aforesaid,  together  with  all  die  land  and  meadows 
and  pastures  to  the  said  mill  belonging  or  adjoining,  or  therewithal  usually 
held,  used,  occupied  or  enjoyed  ;  and  also  all  that  island  called  Little  Barnes 
Island,  near  adjoining  to  Manhattan  Island,  aforesaid  :  and  all  and  singular 
houses,"  etc.     See  p.  381. 

*  See  pp.  236,  259-262,  274.  322,  343.  344.  362,  373.  38i»  384.  390.  30,  404.  4x8.  4^24, 
425.  442.  446,  447,  450,  451,  456. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


APPENDIX,  599 

By  his  will,  admitted  to  probate  July  25,  1682,  Capt  Delavall  devised  the 
lands  he  then  owned  at  Harlem,  together  with  Great  Barnes  Island,  to  his 
son-in-law  William  Darvall  ;  he  to  pay  certain  moneys  to  Samuel  Swynock, 
of  London.  See  p.  424.  On  Nov.  24,  1684,  William  Darvall  and  wife,  and 
John  Delavall,  son  and  heir  of  Capt.  Thomas  Delavall,  of  the  first  part; 
Joseph  Benbrigge  and  others  named,  of  London,  creditors  of  said  William 
Darvall,  of  the  second  part ;  and  Samuel  Swynock,  of  London,  and  Jacob 
Milborne,  of  New  York,  trustee  for  said  Swynock,  of  the  third  part ;  joined 
in  a  deed,  by  which  the  parties  of  the  first  and  second  parts,  for  and  in  con- 
sideration of  certain  specified  sums  paid  them  by  said  Swynock,  conveyed  to 
said  Swynock  and  Milbome,  all  those  messuages,  tenements,  lands,  etc. 
(those  in  Harlem,  with  Great  Barnes  Island,  included),  which  were  devised 
by  said  Thomas  Delavall  to  said  William  Darvall :  But  nevertheless  provid- 
ing that  if  said  Darvall  should  duly  pay  to  said  Samuel  Swynock,  the  sum  of 
;£'i6f>7  :  6s.,  on  Aug.  26,  j686,  at  his  house  in  Pye  Alley,  Fanchurch  Street, 
London  ;  then  said  Swynock  would  reconvey  all  said  premises  to  said  Darvall. 

Darvall  failing  to  pay  any  part  of  the  money  due  Swynock  as  aforesaid, 
John  Delavall  executed  the  release  to  Swynock  and  Miiborne  referred  to  on  p. 
446.  On  Aug.  9,  1687,  Swynock  conveyed  to  Miiborne  all  the  said  lands  at 
Harlem,  with  Great  Barnes  Island.  Miiborne  sold  the  island  to  Thomas  Par- 
cell.  See  pp.  425,  462.*  Miiborne,  on  losing  his  first  w.  Joanna,  dr.  of  Samuel 
Edsall,  m.  Maria,  dr.  of  Capt  Jacob  Leisler,  and  being  involved  with  Leisler 
in  the  political  tumults  which  brought  both  to  the  scaffold  May  16,  1691,  left 
beside  his  wid.  an  only  son,  Jacob.  Upon  these  two,  or  the  survivor  of 
them,  by  an  Act  of  Assembly  of  May  16,  1699,  was  settled  the  title  to  all  the 
lands  and  tenements  within  the  province  of  N.  Y.,  of  which  the  elder  Mii- 
borne d.  seized.  On  the  day  this  act  passed,  the  wid.  m.  Abraham  Gouver- 
neur ;  and  Jacob  Miiborne,  Jr.,  d.  unm.  some  time  after.  . 

In  the  division  of  the  Harlem  common  land  made  in  1691,  there  was  laid 
out  to  the  right  of  Capt.  Delavall,  lot  No.  9,  on  Jochem  Pieters  Hills,  con- 
taining 33^  morgen.  See  App.  J.  Other  lots  were  laid  out  to  Delavall's 
heirs,  on  the  further  division  in  1712,  according  to  the  surveyor's  certificate 
annexed : 

"  At  the  request  and  by  the  direction  of  Samuel  Waldron,  Zacharias 
Sickels  and  Johannes  Meyer,  persons  authorized  thereto  by  the  owners  of 
the  undivided  lands  of  New  Harlem,  in  the  City  of  New  York,  in  an  Instru- 
ment under  their  hands  and  seals  dated  the  X9th  May,  17 11,  I  have  surveyed 
and  laid  out  these  following  parcels  of  land  to  the  right  of  Capt.  Delavall, 

*  Thomas  Parcell  was  a  son  of  John  Parcell,  otherwise  "  John  Butcher,"  from 
Huntingdon  Co..  Eng.,  who  early  settled  at  Dutch  Kills,  L.  I.,  d.  in  1681,  and  left 
chn.  Thomas.  William,  Henrv,  and  Catharine ;  with  an  estate  worth  6000  gl. 
Thomas,  b.  1653,  and  bred  a  blacksmith,  ro.  Christina  Van  Hattem.  On  removing 
to  Great  Barents  Island  he  sold  his  lands  at  Dutch  Kills  to  Bourgon  Broucard  and 
Hans  Covert,  June  ai,  1690.  for  ^^4087.  Parcell  built  a  grist-mill  on  the  race  at  the 
upper  side  of  his  island.  His  son  John  bought  the  north  half  of  the  island,  June  4, 
1733,  and  on  Mar.  29.  173^.  Thomas  and  Christina  sold  the  other  half  to  their  son-in- 
law,  John  Lanyon,  of  N.  Y.,  innkeeper.  Parcell  d.  prior  to  1732.  on  Spectacle  or 
Hart  Island,  which  he  then  owned.  He  left  chn.  Nicholas,  John.  Henry,  Hannah, 
m.  successively  Jeremiah  Redding,  John  Lanyon,  and  Thomas  Behena,  and  Eda, 
who  m.  Walter  Dobbs.  Nicholas  m.  a  dr.  of  Hon.  Rip  Van  Dam.  Henry  succeed- 
ed to  Hart  Island,  and  John,  holding  his  half  of  Great  Barent's  or  Parcell's  Island 
till  his  d.  in  1751.  se.  75  yrs.,  gave  it  to  his  son  Thomas,  one  of  nine  chn.  by  his  w. 
Leah.  dr.  of  Joh.  Van  Alst.  Thomas,  who  m.  Deborah,  dr.  of  Capt.  Wm.  Penfold, 
was  drowned  in  Hellgate,  Aug.  i,  1766,  in  the  evening,  in  attempting  to  swim  his 
horse  over  to  his  island.  Behena  succeeding  to  Lanyon's  half  of  the  island,  it  was 
mortgaged  by  his  wid.  in  1765,  and  eveniually  passed  to  Benj.  Hildreth  ;  Parcell's 
half  pa^ed  to  his  kinsman  John  Wm.  Penfold.  ValetUines  Manual,  1855.  p.  495, 
gives  other  details  regarding  this  property,  now  Ward's  Island. 
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deceased,  viz  :  in  the  isi  Division,  No.  8,  i6  a.,  3  q.,  and  28  r.,  adjoining  to 
the  land  of  Mettle  Cornelisse  and  the  brook,  the  land  now  allotted  to  Samuel 
Waldron,  and  the  highway  ;  i  a.,  3  q.  and  24  r.  of  land  and  meadow,  lying 
on  the  other  side  of  l£e  highway,  between  the  same  and  the  mill  creek,  ad- 
joining also  to  the  land  of  the  said  Mettie  ;  and  also,  35  a.  and  25  r.,  begin- 
ning at  the  top  of  the  hill  against  the  said  Mettle's  land,  and  runs  thence 
northward  along  the  land  of  Capt.  De  Key  to  the  corner  of  the  land  now 
allotted  to  John  V.  Oblienis,  thence  along  the  same  N.  79"  E.  to  the  land  of 
Peter  Van  Oblienis,  thence  S.  3i|<'*  E.  to  the  highway,  thence  S.  45X**  W. 
to  the  land  of  Isaac  Delamater,  and  then  along  the  same  with  a  crook  to  the 
upper  end  thereof  until  it  even  meets  again  with  the  land  of  the  said  John 
Van  Oblienis,  and  from  thence,  along  the  fence  and  land  of  several  people, 
with  a  crooked  line,  to  the  place  where  the  same  first  began  ;  in  the  2d  Divi- 
sion^ No.  16,  73  a.,  and  20  r.  (with  2  a.  allowance  for  the  way  which  leads 
through  the  same  to  Harlem  River),  the  same  conuins  in  breadth  about 
four  score  rods,  and  runs  from  the  highway  between  the  land  of  Marcus 
Tiebout  and  John  Dyckman,  S.  53°  E.  to  Harlem  River  ;  in  the  yi  Division, 
No.  15,  iS  a.,  3  q.  and  20  r.,  being  in  breadth  44  r.,  and  runs  from  the  mid- 
dle line  in  said  division,  between  the  land  of  Isaac  Delamater  and  Mary 
•Meyer,  S.  53"  E.  to  said  river ;  and,  in  the  4M  Division,  No.  9,  32  a.,  i  q. 
and  20  r.,  being  in  breadth  43^  r.,  and  runs  from  the  said  highway  between 
the  land  of  Arent  Bussing  and  John  Nagel,  N.  67"  W.  to  Hudson's  River  ; 
as  appears  by  the  several  drafts  of  the  same.  Witness  my  hand,  the  25th 
June,  Anno  Dni,  1712.  Peter  Berrien." 

On  Feb.  i,  1713,  Peter  van  Oblienis,  Johannes  Waldron,  etc,  patentees 
of  Harlem,  confirmed  to  Abm.  Gouvemeur  the  several  parcels  of  common 
land  laid  out  to  the  right  of  Capt.  Delavall.  Gouverneur  and  w.,  on  Feb. 
13,  1720,  obtained  from  Wm.  Milbome,  of  Boston,  N.  E.,  baker,  son  and 
heir  of  Wm.  Milbome,  br.  and  heir  of  Jacob  Milborne,  Sen.,  dec.,  a  release 
of  ail  the  estate,  real  and  personal,  of  said  Jacob  Milbome,  including  all  the 
lands  he  had  or  ought  t6  have  at  Harlem. 

Capt.  James  Carteret,  son-in-law  of  Capt.  Delavall,  left  a  son  George,  who 
d.  without  issue,  and  a  dr.  Elizabeth,  who  was  m.  in  the  Island  of  Jersey, 
Nov.  II,  1699,  to  Philip  Pipon,  Esq.,  of  Noiremont.  On  Aug.  11.  1705, 
Pipon  and  his  w.,  then  residing  in  London,  empowered  Thomas  Newton,  of 
Boston,  N.  E.,  to  enter  upon  and  take  legal  possession  of  all  their  lands, 
etc.,  upon  Manhattan  Island  and  Little  Barnes  Island,  or  elsewhere  in 
America,  whereof  she,  Elizabeth  (or  he,  Philip,  in  her  right)  is  seized,  in- 
terested or  entitled,  as  gd-dr.  or  heir  of  Thomas  Delavall,  dec.,  as  dr.  or  heir 
of  her  fa.  or  mo.  James  Carteret,  Esq.,  and  Frances  his  w.,  or  either  of 
them,  or  as  sr.  or  heir  to  George  Carteret,  Esq.,  also  dec.  ;  authorizing  said 
Newton  to  lease  said  premises  for  a  term  not  to  exceed  five  years.  What 
Judge  Newton  did  in  the  case  we  know  not. 

Mrs.  Pipon  d.  in  Jersey,  near  Nov. '11,  1720,  the  date  of  her  burial 
in  the  parish  chh.  of  St.  Brelade.  Mr.  Pipon,  attended  by  one  of  his 
sons,  now  came  to  N.  Y.,  '*  about  his  private  affairs,"  arriving  toward  the 
close  of  1721.  For  some  years  the  Delavall  lands  had  been  partly  in  charge 
of  Pipon 's  kinsman  and  agent,  Richard  Willett,  of  N.  Y.,  merchant,  (sec  p. 
425),  but  had  been  mainly  engrossed  by  Abm.  Gouverneur,  who,  aspiring 
to  four  lots  on  Jochem  Pieters  and  all  the  drafted  lands,  had,  as  we  have 
seen,  gotten  a  patentee  deed,  Feb.  i,  1713,  and  had  disposed  of  about  isaa. 
to  Peter  van  Oblienis,  Isaac  Delamater,  and  Johannes  Myer. 

Pipon,  however,  claimed  the  entire  property  ;  at  least  it  stands  in  his 
name  in  the  quit  rent  lists  for  1722  and  1723.  There  was  now  an  apparent 
agreement  among  the  parties  interested,  to  have  the  title  to  all  the  Delavall 
lands  settled  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  province.     Pipon  first  brought 
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suits  against  Samuel  and  Barent  Waldron,  evidently  to  test  the  validity  of 
Capt.  Carteret's  sales  mentioned  pp.  404.  442,  which  lots  were  now  held  by 
these  defendants.*  The  last  named  case  was  tried  Nov.  27,  1723,  and  Barent 
Waldron'.s  tide  sustained.  In  regard  to  the  other  lands,  Pipon  proceeded  to 
eject  Robert  Crannell,  Gouvemeur's  tenant,  who  thereupon  brought  his  suit 
to  regain  possession.  The  cause  was  tried,  with  great  array  of  evidence,  on 
June  8  and  9,  1724  ;  a  verdict  being  rendered  as  follows  :  "  The  Jury  do 
find  that,  as  to  a  certain  piece  of  ground  known  by  the  name  of  the  Clover 
Wey,  and  as  to  the  three  southernmost  lots  of  the  Nine  Lots,  at  the  place 
called  Jochem  Pieters  Flat,  and  as  to  one  third  part  of  the  common  lands 
that  have  been  laid  out  in  right  of  the  estate  of  Thomas  Delavall  and  John 
Delavall,  deceased  ;  the  Defendant  is  guilty^  and  they  do  find  for  the  Plain- 
tiff sixpence  costs  and  sixpence  damages.  And  as  to  all  the  residue  of  the 
premises,  they  find  the  Defendant  not  guilty/'  The  record  adds:  ''It  is 
agreed  by  Abraham  Gouvemeur,  lessor  of  Robert  Crannell  in  ejectment,  and 
Philip  Pipon,  defendant,  that  the  costs  and  charges  in  this  cause  may  be 
equally  paid  between  the  parties.*' 

This  decision  confirmed  Pipon's  title,  except  as  to  the  Three  Lots,  and  one 
third  of  the  drafted  lands,  which  went  to  Gouverneur.  For  the  Clover  Wey, 
consult  the  Kry  to  Titles, 

Pipon  and  Gouverneur  now  petitioned  the  Governor  and  Council,  July  i, 
1724,  and  representing  that  they  were  owners,  Pipon  of  two  thirds,  and 
Gouvemeur  of  one  third,  of  certain  Nine  Lots,  at  Harlem,  on  Jochem  Pieters 
Flat,  and  containing  60  morgen  of  land  ;  and  further  that  said  lots  having  for 
some  time  laid  unimproved,  the  bounds  thereof  could  not  be  well  ascertained 
except  by  a  survey  of  all  the  tract  called  Jochem  Pieters  Fiat,  which  con- 
tained about  66  morgen  more,  owned  by  several  people  of  Harlem  ;  prayed 
for  a  warrant  to  have  said  tract  surveyed.  This  was  granted,  and  the  survey 
made,  as  already  described  in  App.  E. 

On  May  2.  1725,  Abm.  Gouvemeur  and  Maria  his  w.,  for  ;f255,  released 
to  Johannes  Myer,  their -tract  known  as  the  Three  Lots,  being  18  morgen^ 
bounded  south  by  Peter  Bussing,  north  by  the  Six  Lots,  east  by  Hariem 
River,  and  west  by  lands  in  possession  of  the  heirs  of  James  Carteret*;  and 
also  an  undivided  third  of  lot  No.  9,  Jochem  Pieters  Hills,  and  of  the  Dela- 
vall lots  in  the  4  Divisions.  This  gave  Myer  114  a.,  making  good  to  him 
the  quantity  sold  him  by  Gouvemeur  Mar.  25,  1720,  though  but  in  part  the 
same  lands.     In  this  later  deed  Gouireraeur  particularly  excepts  and  reserves 

*  I  have  not  ascertained  Capt.  Carteret's  ultimate  history,  nor  where  he  died. 
**  He  certainly  did  not  die  in  Terse)r,"  says  an  able  genealogist  of  that  island,  but, 
he  adds,  "  most  likely  in  Bedfordshire.  England."  His  father  left  ample  estates  and 
seats  at  Hawnes,  in  that  county.  I  should  expect  further  traces  of  him  at  Londorf. 
In  the  will  of  Sir  George  Carteret,  dated  Dec.  5th,  1678,  occurs  the  following  : 

"  And  whereas  I  am  desirous  to  make  some  provision  for  my  son  Captain  James 
Carteret  for  his  life.  Therefore  my  mind  and  will  is  that  the  said  Manor  and  pre- 
mises [the  Manor  of  Epworth,  with  Trestwood  and  Haxey,  in  Lincolnshire],  be 
charged  and  chargeable  with  the  payment  of  one  annuity  or  yearly  sum  of  one 
hun<&ed  pounds  of  lawful  English  money,  to  be  paid  and  payable  unto  my  said  son 
and  his  assigns  for  and  during  his  life,  ...  in  half  yearly  payments,  namely 
every  Lady  day  and  Michaelmas  day.  the  first  payment  to  begin  and  to  be  made  at 
such  of  the  said  days  as  shall  first  and  next  happen  after  my  decease.  .  .  .  But- 
this  bequest  of  mine  to  my  said  son  James  Carteret,* as  aforesaid,  is  upon  this  con- 
dition, that  he  within  two  years  next  after  my  decease,  shall  convey  or  otherwise  re- 
lease unto  my  heirs  at  law,  ail  such  right,  title,  interest,  claims  and  demand  which  he 
the  said  James  Carteret  hath  or  shall  pretend  to  have,  of,  in  and  unto  my  lands  and 
hereditaments  in  the  said  Island  of  Jersey.  And  in  case  my  said  son  shall  refiise  to 
make  such  convejraoce  or  release,  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  not  do  the  same,  Then 
my  will  and  meaning  is  that  this  bequest  of  mine,  of  the  said  yearl3r  sum  of  one 
hundred  pounds,  limited  to  him  for  life,  and  charged  upon  the  lands  in  manner  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  void  and  of  none  effect,  to  all  intents  whatsoever." 
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all  bis  right  in  any  lands  in  Harlem  '*  which  now  are  held  or  claimed  by  the 
heirs  or  assigns  of  James  Carteret  and  Frances  his  wife,  deceased.**  What 
limit  Gouverneur  put  to  his  claim,  to  which  he  so  firmly  adhered,  is  not  ap- 
parent ;  only  that  it  extended  to  all  the  drafted  lands.* 

Philip  Pipon  entailed  upon  his  son  James  and  his  heirs  male  his  estate  in 
Jersey,  and  upon  his  son  Elias  and  heirs  male  his  property  in  America. 
Elias,  being  twenty  four  years  of  age,  came  hither  to  enjoy  his  possessions. 
He  built  upon  Little  Barent*s  Island,  which  he  renamed  Belle  Isle,  and  m. 
Blanche,  dr.  of  Mr.  John  Lafons.  After  several  years,  unable  to  support 
himself  upon  the  scanty  income  derived  from  his  mainly  unproductive  prop- 
erty, Pipon  resolved  to  ask  the  colonial  assembly  to  remove  the  entail  and 
empower  him  to  sell  a  part  of  his  land,  in  order  that  he  might  improve  the 
rest  Notice  of  his  intentions  was  publicly  read  in  the  church  at  Harlem  by 
the  parish  clerk,  Van  Harlingen,  un  three  successive  Sundays,  beginning 
Sept.  27,  1730,  and  duly  certified  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  Oct.  15  ;  but 
Pipon's  application  to  the  Assembly  was  stayed  by  the  adjournment  of  that 
body  for  a  long  interval.  During  this  time  the  brothers  Pipon  exchanged 
releases,  James  conveying  to  Elias  all  his  interest  in  the  lands  at  Har- 
lem and  in  Little  Barem's  Island  by  lease  and  release  executed  in  the 
Island  of  Jersey,  May  18,  19,  1732.  Pipon's  needs  at  length  forced  him 
to  mortgage  Belle  Isle,  for  ;^432,  to  St.  George  Talbot,  July  3,  1735. 
On  Oct.  29,  ensuing,  he  petitioned  the  Assembly  for  the  proposed  re- 
lief. A  bill  was  introduced,  read  twice  and  committed,  but  nothing  came 
of  it.  He  was  soon  compelled  to  make  an  assignment  to  three  principal 
creditors,  Simon  Johnson,  John  Auboyneau  and  James  Faviere,  in  trust  also 
for  the  rest ;  his  wife  joining  with  him.f  These  three,  with  Pipon,  intend- 
ing another  appeal  to  the  Assembly,  gave  notice  as  before  by  a  poster  upon 
the  church  door  at  Harlem.  But  a  fatality  seemed  to  attend  their  applica- 
tions to  the  Assembly.  A  bill  was  brought  in,  but  failed  by  a  sudden  dissolv- 
ing of  that  body  ;  another  bill  introduced  at  the  next  session,  was  agreed 
'Upon  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  though  opposed  by  Gouverneur  who  al- 
leged that  he  or  his  assigns  were  in  lawful  possession  of  part  of  said  lands, 
"  and  claim  a  great  part  of  the  rest,"  This  bill  also  failed,  by  an  adjourn- 
ment of  the  Assembly,  Dec.  x6,  1737,  and  no  lurther  attempt  was  made  in 
that  body. 

Meanwhile  Gouverneur  d.  By  will,  dated  Sept.  12,  1739,  and  proved  Oct 
S,  1740,  he  gave  his  estate  to  his  w.,  with  power  to  sell,  or  to  devise  to  the 
cim.  ;  named  her  sole  executrix,  but  appointed  to  act  after  her  dec,  his  drs. 
Jacoba,  Elizabeth,  and  Maria,  his  nephew  Nicholas  Gouverneur,  and  friend 
Paul  Richard.  The  trustees  of  Pipon  and  the  wid.  Maria  Gouverneur  now 
came  to  an  agreement,  in  virtue  of  which  she  transferred  all  her  right  in  the 
Six  Lots  and  several  other  pieces  of  land  in  Harlem  to  said  trustees,  John- 
son, Auboyneau,  and  Faviere,  by  lease  and  release  of  Feb.  9,  10,  1741  ; 
while  they  conveyed  to  her  at  the  same  time,  the  Three  Lots,  together  with 

*  Abraham  Gouverneur  was  the  son  of  Nicholas  and  Machtelt  (de  Riemer) 
Gouverneur,  and  was  b.  in  1671,  "upon  the  Single,  near  the  Konings  Pleyn,"  in 
Amsterdam.  He  took  a  zealous  part  for  Leisler,  though  yet  a  minor,  and  was 
charged  with  having  shot  the  parish  clerk  four  days  before  Gov.  Sloughter  arrived. 
His  fai.  had  been  d.  for  yrs.,  his  mo.  being  m.  to  Jasper  Nessepott  (Nesbitt),  named 
p.  55a.  Gouverneur  was  afterward  Recorder  of  N.  Y' ,  and  mem.  of  the  Assembly, 
and  enjoyed  considerable  notoriety.  He  d.  June  16,  1740.  By  Maria  Leisler  he  had 
four  chn.  who  reached  maturity,  viz..  Nicholas,  Jacoba,  Elizabeth,  and  Maria,  of 
whom  the  last  m.  Henry  Myer,  Jr.,  and  Capt.  Jasper  Farmer.  The  son  Nicholas  d. 
Mar.  20,  1739,  ae.  39  yre.,  leavmg  issue  Abraham,  Esther,  Barent,  and  Nicholas. 
Bolton,  1 :  380,  mistakes  for  desc.  of  Abm.  Gouverneur,  those  of  his  br.  Isaac. 

t -Simon  Johnson  was  the  Recorder  of  N.  Y.  from  1747  to  1769;  had  previously 
served  as  Alderman  and  Assemblyman.    He  d.  a  year  or  two  later. 
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half  the  woodlands,  or  commons  before  allotted  to  the  right  of  Capt.  Dela- 
vail.  On  Feb.  ii,  12,  1741.  the  said  trustees  sold  to  Jacob  Myer,  of  Harlem^ 
the  Six  Lots  aforesaid,  with  7  a.  3  q.  37  r.,  of  the  adjoining  Carteret  wood- 
lot,  also  Carteret's  Island,  containing  12  a.  13  r.  of  upland,  and  10  a.  i  q. 
31  r.  of  meadow  ;  in  all  by  survey  107  a.  iS  r.  By  a  separate  writing,  John- 
son and  Faviere  also  promised  to  warrant  and  defend  the  title,  in  proportion 
to  Pipon's  indebtedness  to  them. 

The  balance  of  Pipon's  land  stood  in  his  name  till  1743,  when  Simon 
Johnson  succeeded.*  The  latter,  on  Sept.  12,  1747  (Pipon,  Auboyneau,  and 
Faviere  were  now  all  dead),  sold  to  Jacob  Myer,  of  Bergen  Co.,  N.  J.,  all 
his  half  of  a  lot  at  Round  Meadow  Hill ;  being  the  Delavall  lot  No.  15,  3d 
Division.  On  Sept.  25,  1747,  he  conveyed  to  said  Jacob  Myer  all  his  half  of 
the  woodlot  No.  16,  2d  Div.,  and  to  Benjamin  Benson  the  two  lots  on  Van 
Keulen's  Hook,  next  the  Mill  Camp.  He  also  sold  Lawrence  Low  his  half 
of  lot  No.  9,  of  1 69 1,  and  his  half  of  lot  No.  9,  4th  Div.  Grietie  Kortright 
bought  parcels  i  and  2  of  No.  8,  ist  Div.  (later  added  to  the  Nutter  Farm) ; 
Harman  Vande water  17  a.  of  3d  parcel,  and  Adolph  Myer,  Jr.,  a  remnant  of 
the  same,  4  a.,  being  exclusive  of  a  piece  held  by  Peter  Waldron  (see  p.  541). 
Johnson  sold  the  balance  of  the  Carteret  woodlot,  which  joined  upon  the 
Three  Lots,  to  Johannes  Myer  ;  and  the  two  ervftt  or  village  houselots  to 
Derick  Benson  and  John  Lewis.  And  lastly,  on  Jan.  21,  1748,  he  released 
Belle  Isle  (Randell's  Island),  to  St  George  Talbot.  See  p.  534  ;  also  Val- 
entine* s  Manual,  1855,  p.  493.  A  deed  from  Jacoba  Gouvemeur,  etc.,  chn., 
etc.,  of  Maria  Gouverneur,  dec,  to  Johannes  Myer,  Apl.  30,  1748,  conveying 
one  half  of  a  third  of  the  Delavall  common  lands,  a  third  having  been  before 
sold  him  by  Abm.  Gouverneur,  perfected  Myer*s  title  to  one  half  of  said 
lands.  Thus  the  estate  of  Capt.  Delavall  fell  to  many  owners,  originating 
as  many  separate  titles.  We  only  add  that  parcel  3  of  No.  8,  ist  Div.,  was 
subsequently  included,  mainly  in  the  Molenaor  and  Capt.  John  Kortright 
farms  ;  lot  No.  16,  2d  Div.,  extending  along  the  Kingsbridge  Road,  between 
179th  and  185th  streets,  and  thence  to  Harlem  River,  was  afterward  owned 
by  Blazius  Moore  and  others  ;  lot  No.  15,  3d  Div.,  running  from  the  Cut 
Line  in  that  division  to  Harlem  River,  has  since  formed  a  part  of  Dyckman's 
Fort  George  Tract.  See  abstract  by  Lockwood  6*  Crosby,  Of  No.  9,  4th 
Div.,  which  ran  from  Kingsbridge  Road  to  Hudson  River,  Myer  took  the 
upper,  and  Low  the  lower  half ;  Myer's  part  passing  to  Adolph  Myer,  later 
to  Wm.  Molenaor,  and  Low's  part  to  Gen.  John  Maunsell,  being  subse- 
quently included  in  the  large  tract  owned  by  Dr.  Samuel  Watkins,  above 
Fort  Washington. 

*  Eli  AS  Pi  PON  succeeded  his  fa.  in  1726.  Whether  he  or  a  br.  was  the  "  young 
Mr.  Pipon"  who  came  out  with  the  senior  Pipon,  but  returned  to  Eiu-ope  at  the 
close  of  1733,  we  know  not.  Mrs.  Codrington.  in  her  will  dated  Sept.  2,  1728,  be- 
queaths "  to  Elias  Pipon  of  the  city  of  New  York,  Gent,  jf  10,  and  my  negro  girl 
Betty."    The  records  of  the  French  Church  Du  St.  Esprit  contain  the  following : 

A  la  Nouvelle  York  le  10  de  Juin  1730,  Baptesme.  Amourd'hui  Mercredi  aprfcs  la 
priere,  a  etd  baptise  par  inoi  L:  Rou,  ministre  de  cettc  EgUse,  Jean  Pipon,  ne  ^la 
Nouv«  York,  le  28  de  May  dernier,  fils  d'Elie  Pipon  et  de  Blanche  La  Fonds,  fctant 
present^  au  St.  Baptesme  par  Mr.  Jean  La  Fonds  et  MademUe  Charlotte  Faviere  ses 
parrain  et  marraine.     L :  Rou,  Pasteur. 

Jean  Lafons.  Elie  Pipon. 

Charlotte  Fauviere, 

Elias  was  b.  in  Jersey,  in  170a.  He  d.  in  this  country,  having  survived  his  w. 
Being  sick  and  weak,  he  made  his  will.  Aug.  30,  1744,  leaving  his  estate  to  his  four 
chn.,  John,  Jane,  Mary,  and  Elizabeth.  It  was  proved  Sept.  30,  1746.  "John 
Pipon,  Esq.  of  the  Island  of  Jersey,"  d.  at  Cardiff.  South  Wales,  Oct.  5, 1815.  Mrs. 
Braithwaite  (see  p.  15)  thinks  he  may  have  been  the  John  b.  May  38,  1730,  as  afore- 
said. 
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J.  Page  471. 

DIVISION  OF  THE  COMMON   LANDS 
Under  the  Dong  an  Patent. 

I.  Diinsion  of  1691. 

At  the  date  of  the  Dongan  patent  (see  p.  465),  the  appropriated  lands  at 
Hariem  were  held  principally  under  the  three  general  allotments  made  in 
1658,  1661,  and  1677,  of  which  a  full  history  has  been  given.  The  patent  con- 
ferred upon  these  proprietors,  or  properly  such  as  were  named  therein,  a 
joint  interest  in  all  the  unappropriated  or  common  lands.  Four  years  having 
expired,  the  patentees  agreed  to  make  an  allotment,  and  at  a  meeting  held 
Nov.  29,  1691,  chose  Adolph  Meyer,  John  Hendricks  van  Brevoort,  Samuel 
Waldron,  and  Peter  van  Oblienis,  "  to  consider  and  devise  such  measures  as 
shall  be  most  proper  for  the  benefit  and  best  interests  of  the  town  and  inhab- 
itants thereof."     The  following  resolutions  were  then  passed  : 

1.  It  is  resolved  that  the  land  lying  in  the  common  woods,  so  much  as  may 
be  found  suitable  for  making  good  tillable  land,  shall  be  laid  out  and  surveyed 
into  lots,  or  parcels,  whereof  each  inhabitant  of  this  town  shall  draw  a  part 
as  his  property,  every  one  according  to  his  estate  or  proportion. 

2.  It  is  also  resolved  that  the  parcel  of  land  lying  at  the  end  of  the  lots 
named  Jochem  Pieters  shall  be  laid  out,  from  the  end  of  the  old  lots  to  the 
bill,  and  so  again  to  the  Clove  of  the  Kill,  behind  the  high  hill  in  the  hills  ; 
on  c<jndition  that  a  good  and  sufficient  King's  or  high  way  shall  be  left 
around  the  fencing  of  the  same. 

3.  It  is  resolved  to  lay  out  a  parcel  of  land  situated  and  comprehended  from 
Moertje  Davids'  Meadow  eastward  up  Jochem  Pieters  Hills,  and  northerly 
so  far  as  good  tillable  land  shall  be  found.  Provided,  that  the  land  of  Barent 
Waldron  being  extended,  the  east  side  from  the  island  according  to  the  river, 
shall  claim  no  further  in  than  the  King*s  way  is  now  running. 

4.  It  is  also  resolved  to  lay  out  a  parcel  of  land  at  the  southerly  end  of  the 
Long  Hill,  so  much  as  shall  be  found  good  tillable  land. 

5.  It  is  also  resolved  to  lay  out  a  parcel  of  land  at  Spuyten  Duyvel,  be- 
tween the  high  hills  by  the  Round  Meadow,  on  the  other  side  of  the  swamp 
(morass  creupelbos\  so  much  as  shall  be  found  fit  for  tillage  ;  on  condition  that 
there  remain  a  good  and  sufficient  King's  way  where  shall  be  found  best  and 
most  convenient. 

6.  The  land  lying  at  the  end  of  the  lots  named  Jochem  Pieters  shall  be  so 
estimated  that  one  morgen  shall  go  for  two  morgen  upon  any  of  the  other 
parcels  that  shall  be  laid  out.  Also  that  the  hills  shall  be  fenced  off  from  the 
corner  of  the  land  behind  the  high  hill  to  the  meadow  of  Daniel  Toumeur  at 
Montanye's  Kill,  for  a  sheep  pasture — those  having  fences  within  this  stretch 
to  keep  the  same  tight  and  in  good  order — with  a  draw-rail  (draei-hek)  at  the 
road  ;  and  that  a  bridge  shall  be  made  there,  beyond  the  stone  bridge  or 
thereabouts. 

7.  It  is  further  resolved  that  when  the  said  surveys  shall  take  place,  each 
inhabitant  shall  have  the  privilege  to  draw  according  to  his  right  or  appor- 
tionment, for  the  frven  a  third  part  ;  and  then  the  rest  shall  be  drawn  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  morgen. 

The  Authorized  Men,  with  the  aid  of  Adrian  Appel,  surveyor,  made  up 
a  list  of  the  freeholders,  with  the  number  of  erven  and  morgen  each  one  held, 
and  on  which  lands  could  be  drawn  ;  and  proceeded  to  survey  and  allot  the 
designated  tracts,  as  shown  in  the  following  schedule  : 
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In  computing  this  allotment,  5  morgen,  or  10  acres,  were  allowed  fdr  each 
erf  right,  and  f^Jj^  of  a  morgen,  or  333  square  Dutch  rods,  for  each  morgen 
right*  To  avoid  many  fractional  parts,  where  the  quantity  fell  less  than 
100  rods  short  of  a  full  morgen,  it  was  counted  as  a  morgen,  while  fractions 
of  a  morgen  below  100  rods  were  thrown  out.  In  addition  to  the  tracts 
designated,  the  authorized  men  had  disposed  of  some  other  parcels  (the  lots 
21  to  26),  which  lay  adjoining  the  farms  of  the  persons  to  whom  granted. 
The  last  was  formally  allowed  and  approved  of  by  the  freeholders,  Dec.  11. 
as  appears  by  the  following  document,  of  that  date  : 

**  Whereas  on  this  day  have  assembled  the  community  of  New  Harlem, 
and  having  from  among  themselves  chosen  and  authorized  Adolph  Meyer, 
John  Hendricks  van  Brevoort,  Peter  van  Oblienis,  and  Samuel  Waldron  to  lay 
out  the  available  land,  according  to  the  surveyor*s  schedule  hereunto  an- 
nexed ;  So  we  undersigned  promise  to  hold  inviolate  that  which  the  four  per- 
sons before  named  have  caused  to  be  measured  and  set  off  {aangewesen\  to 
Metje  Cornells,  John  Louwe  Bogert,  John  Delamater,  Abraham  Delamontanie, 
Barent  Waldron,  and  John  Vyckman,  Nota,  All  the  lands  that  arc  un- 
suitable for  tillage,  shall  bear  half  costs.  And  all  those  who  have  drawn  the 
land  behind  the  old  land  of  Jochem  Pieters  shall  be  obligated  to  leave  a  con- 
venient road  for  the  town's  use.  The  erven  which  have  been  drawn  shall  be 
required  to  contribute  to  town  expenses.  The  path  or  road  shall  be  taken 
from  the  newly  drawn  land.  All  this  have  we  subscribed  with  our  hands." 
[Signed  by  Adolph  Meyer,  Pieter  van  Oblienis,  Joost  van  Oblinus,  Jan 
Louwe  Bogert,  Arcnt  Harmans,  Jan  Hendricks  van  Brevoort,  Samuel  Wal- 
dron, Johannes  Waldron,  Jan  Delamater,  Jan  Dyckman,  Metje  Cornclis,  Jo- 
hannes Vermelje,  Barent  Waldron,  Laurens  Jansen,  Isaac  Delamater,  Abra- 
ham Delamontanie,  and  Jan  Tibout] 

During  the  years  which  expired  before  the  title  deeds  for  these  lots  were 
given,  the  town  made  several  small  grants  and  sales,  hereafter  notided  ;  and 
at  a  meeting  held  Nov.  2,  1699.  "  all  the  residents  or  proprietors  of  the  town 
made  a  conveyance  of  the  church,  to  the  Reverend  Consistory,  upon  con- 
dition that  the  proprietors  who  have  helped  build  the  church  shall  continue  to 
hold  their  seats,  "-f  And  on  Dec.  14,  following,  Arent  Bussing,  Adolph  Meyer, 
and  Samuel  Waldron  were  chosen  as  Attthofized-Men^  to  act  with  the  over- 
seers, Laurens  Jansen,  Peter  van  Oblienis,  and  Jacques  Toumeur,  in  giving 
the  freeholders  their  deeds  for  the  newly  drawn  lands.  The  six  persons  met 
Dec.  18,  *'  to  commence  the  business,'*  and  approved  "  the  last  survey,  made 
by  the  surveyor,  Adrian   Appel."     After  fourteen   days,  allowed   to  hear 

*  The  erven  were  only  the  original  village  plots  so  called,  with  such  other  house 
lots  as  had  been  granted  or  sold  for  that  purpose  by  the  town,  for  a  price,  usually 
25  guilders ;  no  other  house  lot  was  counted  as  an  en,  or  invested  with  the  erf  right. 
So  the  morgen  right  only  attached  to  the  lots  on  Jochem  Pieters*  Flat,  Van  Keulen's 
Hook,  Montanye's  Flat,  the  New  Lots,  Bogert  s  or  Benson's  Point,  Gloudie's  or 
Bussing's  Point,  and  the  Dyckman  and  Nagcl  lots,  near  Kingsbridge.  This  right 
never  attached  to  the  lands  allotted  under  the  Dongan  patent.  See  last  note  on  p. 
529.  This  principle  carried  out  with  reference  to  any  claims  which  the  present 
Harlem  proprietori  may  have  upon  such  new  lands  as  have  been  made  by  filling  in 
the  creeks  and  marshes,  and  never  allotted  to  any  one,  must  necessarily  limit  sudi 
claims  to  those  holding  the  original  morgen  lands  and  erven  I 

t  Donderdag  den  2  Novemb  :  Anno  1699,  N  :  Haarlem.  Present,  de  Overcicrs 
Louwrens  Jansen,  Pieter  Oblienis  en  lacques  Toumeur. 

Oockismede  ten  dage  voornoemt.  van  alle  de  inwoonders.  off  eygenaars,  deses 
dorps,  een  opdragt  gedaan  van  de  Kerck,  aan  de  eecwaarde  Kerck-Raaden,  onder 
conditie  dat  de  eygenaars  die  de  Kerck  hebben  helpen  maaken  sullen  behonden 

haare  vaste  plaats. 

##  #  «  *  «  #  ♦'  « 

Attesteert,  datum  ut  supra, 

Adr.  Vcrmeulc,  Klerck. 
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objections,  another  meeting  was  held,  Jan.  4,  1700,  and  no  one  having  ap- 
peared to  oppose  the  survey  it  was  finally  adopted.  The  inhabitants  then 
sut>8ciibed  another  paper  promising  to  pay  their  proportion  of  town  charges, 
and  agreeing  to  a/r^  ni/a  distribution  of  the  common  lands.  The  meeting 
also  voted  a  deed  to  Bastiaen  Kortright  for  two  pieces  of  meadow  (see  p.  297), 
'as  soon  as  the  purchase  money  shall  be  paid."  The  overseers  and 
authorized-men  met  on  Mar.  7,  1700,  and  gave  the  deeds  referred  to  pp.  443, 
512  ;  also  one  to  Adolph  Meyer  for  **  three  feet  of  ground  lying  north  of  his 
house,"  and  granted  him  in  1694.  On  May  2,  deeds  for  all  the  newly  drawn 
lands  were  ordered.  These  being  prepared,  were  signed  by  the  overseers 
and  authorized-men  Mar.  21,  1701.     But  to  a  brief  notice  of  these  lots  : 

Nos.  I  to  4,  lying  on  the  fiats,  and  described  as  "  behind  the  old  lots  of 
Jochem  Pieters,  by  the  high  hill,*'  were  ideniical  with  the  Lawrence,  Mole- 
naor,  and  Myer  tracts,  filling  the  space  above  the  Samson  A.  Benson  farm,  to 
the  junction  of  the  roads.  They  were  those  whicl^  came  under  the  rule  mak- 
ing one  morgen  here  equal  to  two  in  the  other  places.  See  references  to 
these  lots  pp.  470.  47i,  527.  52q,  530.  534-  Day's  Tavern  (pp.  471.  504)  was 
on  No.  4,  on  the  line  of  126th  St..  200  feet  west  of  8th  Ave. 

Nos.  5  to  18  lay  upon  the  heights  above  Manhattanville  ;  the  S.  E.  corner 
of  No.  5  touching  133d  St.,  say  100  feet  west  of  glh  Ave.,  its  S.  W.  corner 
the  North  River  at  136th  St.  No.  18  reached  up  nearly  to  i62d  St.,  at  the 
Kingsbridge  Road.  The  lots  ran  from  the  river  within  parallel  lines,  south- 
east, *'  according  to  the  course  of  a  pocket  compass."  and  were  200  Dutch 
rods  in  length.  Their  breadth  was  as  follows,  Dutch  measure  :  No.  5,  18 
rods  ;  No.  6,  42  rods  ;  No.  7,  30  rods,  9  feet ;  No.  8,  3^^  rods  ;  No.  9,  100 
rods  ;  No.  10,  61^  rods  ;  No.  11,  25  rods  ;  No.  12,  36  rods  ;  No.  13. 15 1'ods  ; 
No.  14.  60  rods  ;  No.  15,  33  rods  ;  No.  16,  15  rods  ;  No.  17.  15  rods ;  No. 
18,  28^  rods. 

No.  5,  since  owned  by  Schieffelin,  may  be  traced  by  reference  to  pp.  548, 
504.  517,  518.  For  Nos.  6  and  7,  owned  latterly  by  the  Myer  family,  see  pp. 
4961  533i  534*  No.  8,  its  lines  crossing  Bloomingdale  Road  at  139th  and  141st 
Sis.,  passed  from  Arent  Bussing  to  his  son  Peter,  and  to  his  son  Aaron, 
whose  heirs  sold  it  to  John  Myer,  Nov.  6,  179c,  and  May  19,  1791.  See  pp. 
498,  534.  No.  9.  extending  (where  intersected  by  the  Bloomingdale  Road) 
from  141st  Sl  to  145th,  is  particularly  referred  to  in  App.  I.  In  a  resurvey 
it  was  called  No.  6  (the  Peter  van  Oblinus  100  a.  tract  taken  as  No.  i),  was 
20  chains  85  links  broad,  and  ran  from  lot  No.  16,  ist  Div.  (which  lay  be- 
tween it  and  the  highway),  N.  38^  W.  to  Hudson  River,  being  in  length  on 
the  south  side  36  chains  43  links,  and  on  the  north  side  37  chains  26  links. 
It  was  divided  by  Delavall's  successors,  first  crosswise,  afterward  lengthwise, 
the  upper  half  subsequently  owned  by  Gen.  John  Maunsell,  and  later  by  Dr. 
Samuel  Bradhurst ;  the  lower  half  sold  by  Samuel  Kelly  to  Jacob  Schieffelin, 
Jan.  15,  1799.  '*  Hamilton  Grange,"  the  former  seat  of  Gen.  Alex.  Hamil- 
ton, occupied  part  of  this  lot. 

No.  10,  first  in  the  range  reaching  to  the  highway,  its  N.  line  touching  it  at 
148th  St.,*  was  latterly  owned  by  Dr.  Bradhurst ;  the  lower  corner  was  in- 
cluded in  Hamilton  Grange.     See  pp.  515,  516,  520. 

Nos.  II  to  13  were  bought  up  by  John  Dyckman  and  the  Nagel  heirs.^ 
Dyckman  had  drawrr  No.  14,  on  his  rights  and  those  of  John  Nagel  jointly, 
the  latter  i  erf,  15  morgen,  and  Dyckman 's,  i  erf,  3  morgen  ;  the  morgen 
rights  being  upon  their  lots  on  Jochem  Pieters  and  Montanye's  Flat.  Each 
had  a  deed  for  his  share  of  No.  14,  Dyckman  for  6|  morgen,  and  Nagel  for 
13^  morgen.  Dyckman's  patentee  deed,  of  June  i,  1713,  covers  his  undivided 
half,  or  45  a.,  of  Nos.  11  to  14.  See  further  pp.  508,  509.  Trinity  Church 
Cemetery  is  on  these  lots  ;  also  "  Minniesland,"  the  seat  of  the  late  John  J, 

*  That  is  the  old  Kingsbridge  Road.  The  first  move  for  extending  the  Blooming- 
dale Road  through  lots  5  to  10,  was  made  in  1791. 
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Audubon.  As  this  tract,  when  sold  to  John  Watkins,  in  1767  (it  reaching 
nearly  to  156th  St.  on  Kingsbridge  Road,  and  to  159th  St.,  North  River),  con- 
tained about  112  a.,  we  infer  thilt  it  took  in  the  Low  lot,  No.  15,  22  a.  The 
lots  in  this  range  were  resurveyed  by  Peter  Berrien,  and  some  surplus  pieces 
were  found  and  disposed  of,  forming  the  *'  Last  Division.'*  This  survey  is 
not  well  understood,  yet  it  would  appear  that  space  was  found  between  Law- 
rence Jansen  and  John  Kiersen  for  two  new  lots  (Nos.  16,  17),  the  last  of 
these,  containing  16a.,  being  allotted  to  John  Dyckman  (see  p.  105),  but  sub- 
sequently added  to  Kiersen's  tract.  No.  16,  extending  upward  to  a  line  from 
Kingsbridge  Road,  86  feet  below  158th  St.,  to  the  North  River  at  i6ist  St., 
was  sold  by  John  Low,  as  31  a.,  to  John  Watkins,  enlarging  Watkins'  tract 
to  142^  a.  This  tract,  embracing  lots  11  to  16,  being  sold  with  other  parcels, 
under  a  foreclosure  by  Gen.  John  Maunsell,  to  Charles  Watkins,  was  recon- 
veyed  to  Maunsell,  Mar.  28,'  1793.  Twoyrs.  later  Gen.  Maunsell's  wid.  suc- 
ceeded under  his  will,  and  devised  her  lands  here,  May  20,  1815,  to  her 
nephew.  Dr.  Samuel  Watkins  (son  of  said  John),  and  her  nieces,  Lydia,  w. 
of  James  Beekman,  and  Elizabeth,  wid.  of  Robert  H.  Dunkin.  These  di- 
vided the  142^  a.  into  equal  parts,  under  Nos.  i,  2,  3,  and  passed  deeds  Oct 
17,  1816  ;  Mrs.  Beekman  taking  No.  i  (the  lower  lot),  Mrs.  Dunkin  No.  2, 
and  Dr.  Watkins  No.  3.  Dr.  Watkins  subsequently  removed  to  Jefiferson 
(since  for  him  called  Watkins),  at  the  head  of  Seneca  Lake. 

The  old  Nos.  16  to  18,  which  completed  this  range  of  lots,  and  were 
bounded  northerly  by  a  line  touching  kingsbridge  Road,  say  50  feet  below 
'i62d  St,  and  the  North  River,  midway  of  164th  and  165th  Sts.,  formed  a 
part  of  the  Kiersen  lands,  which  shortly  before  the  Revolution  came  into  pos- 
session of  Col.  Roger  Morris.  See  pp.  512  to  514.  This  tract  then  contained 
57  a.,  which  included  No.  17  Last  Div.  Col.  Morris's  estates  being  confiscated, 
because  of  his  supporting  the  royal  cause,  his  Harlem  lands,  called  115  a., 
were  sold,  July  9,  1784,  by  the  Com.  of  Forfeiture,  to  John  Berrien  and  Isaac 
Ledyard,  and  passed  by  several  mesne  conveyances,  all  of  record,  to  William 
KenjTon,  who  sold  this  tract  with  others,  Aug.  29, 1799,  to  Leonard  Parkinson, 
Esq.,  of  Kinuersley  Castle,  Herefordshire,  Eng.*  Col.  Morris  owned  the 
Kiersen  homestead,  lying  opposite,  east  of  the  road  (see  p.  513),  and  built 
the  fine  residence  known  asthe  Jumel  House.f  He  enlarged  this  tract,  which 
already  included  lot  No.  6,  2d  Div.,  by  the  purchase  of  No.  7,  being  16  a., 
from  John  Bogert,  and  giving  Morris  35  a.  i  q.  36  r.,  or  36  X  ^t  as  subse- 

♦  William  Kenyon,  son  of  David  Kenyon.  of  Liverpool,  Eng.,  ironmonger, 
and  of  Dorothy  Barnes,  his  w.,  was  b.  Feb.  2,  1753.  At  about  twenty-one  years  of 
age  he  came  to  N.  Y..  where  he  was  successful  in  business,  and  became  an  eminent 
shipping  merchant.  In  1779  he  was  admiited  a  member  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce. He  was  one  of  the  governors  of  the  N.  Y.  Hospital  from  1795  to  1797.  For 
some  years  he  made  his  residence  upon  Hoom's  Hook,  having  purchased  from  Jos. 
Blackwell,  May  4,  1799,  la  a.  of  land,  since  in  the  Prime  tract;  the  house  he  is  said 
to  have  built.  He  d.  at  Gloucester,  Va.,  Nov.  29,  1826.  Mr.  Kenvon's  parents 
were  Quakers,  and  he  adorned  the  same  profession  by  an  exemplary  life,  He  was 
m.  in  N.  Y.  Apl.  8,  1778,  to  Abigail,  dr.  of  Samuel  Bowne.  Their  chn.,  save  tMfO 
who  d.  in  inf.,  were  Samuel,  b.  Mar.  6,  1780,  d.  unm.  Sept.  6,  1803  ;  William-Barnes, 
b.  Aug.  7,  1784,  m.  in  1815  (see  p.  334),  and  d.  at  H.,  May  26,  1866,  being  fiu  of 
Mr.  Samuel  B.  Kenyon,  etc.;  and  James,  b.  Aug.  90,  1791,  who  m.  in  18x3  (see  same 
p.),  and  d.  at  H.,  Dec.  10,  185a,  being  the  fa.  of  Mr.  John  S.  Kenyon,  etc. 

t  Col-  Morris's  115  a.  included,  with  his  said  homestead,  and  the  57  a.  tract,  the 
lots,  Nos.  3.  2d  Div.,  8,  3d  Div.,  and  7.  4th  Div.,  besides  salt  meadows  (sec  p.  333) 
not  counted  in  the  ii§  a.  The  Dyckmans  seem  to  have  gotten  the  lot  in  3a  Div., 
in  exchange  for  8  a.  of  No.  17.  2d  Div..  before  Sept.  25,  1793,  when  William  Ken- 
yon bought  the  Morris  lands  from  Anthony  T.  Bleeker.  Col.  Morris  d.  in  England 
in  1794 ;  and  it  appearing  that  the  Confiscation  Act  did  not  affect  the  rights  of  his 
children,  it  was  not  fill  1828.  after  satisfaction  had  been  made  by  the  State,  etc.,  that 
the  persons  who  held  the  confiscated  lands  were  quieted  in  their  possession.  See 
Sabine's  Loyalists,  ii.  104. 
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quently  Purveyed  by  Chas.  Loss.  This  too  passed  through  the  same  hands 
to  Parkinson,  who  conveyed  the  said  homestead-tract  to  Stephen  Jumel, 
Apl.  28,  1 8 10.  Of  Parkinson  more  anon.  Melbourne,  the  rural  seat  oi  the 
late  Shepherd  Knapp,  is  on  the  57  a.  uact. 

The  remaining  numbers,  of  the  allotment  of  1691,  arc  sufficiently  noticed 
as  follows  :  No.  19,  on  p.  542  ;  No.  20,  on  p.  297  ;  No.  21,  in  note  p.  529  ; 
No.  22,  on  p.  515  ;  No.  23,  on  p.  521  ;  No.  24,  on  p.  507  ;  No.  25,  on  p.  491, 
and  No.  26,  on  p.  597.  We  notice  that  these  lots  are  described  in  the 
deeds,  as  set  off  or  designated  {cuingewesen) ;  but  all  the  others,  as  surveyed 
igemeeten).  This  choice  of  terms  was  not  without  reason.  These  six  lots 
lying  adjacent  to  the  farms  or  other  lands  of  the  grantees,  and  allotted,  as 
we  must  conclude,  under  special  arrangement  between  the  latter  and  the 
town  authorities,  were  taken  as  the  tracts  lay,  consisting  largely  of  heights, 
abrupt  slopes  or  rocky  land,  not  answering  the  description  of  * '  good  and 
tillable,"  and  allowing  a  margin  in  the  measurement.  Nos.  21,  22,  23  took 
in  order  (north  to  south)  the  small  grants  which  conformed  nearly  to  what 
was  due  on  their  rights,  and  Nos.  24,  25,  26,  the  principal  grants  ;  this  ex- 
plains the  seeming  want  of  order  in  the  numbering.  The  reasons  for  the  ex- 
traordinary grant  to  Dyckman  and  Nagel,  at  Spuyten  Duyvel,  have  been 
given  p.  507.*  What  interest  gathers  about  this  tract,  whose  title,  in  fact, 
reaches  backward  over  two  centuries  to  the  closing  days  of  Gov.  Kieft's  di- 
rectorship ;  and  whose  history,  in  the  times  agone,  recalls  the  most  stirring 
incidents,  whether  of  ear4y  Indian  barbarity,  or  of  civil  contests  for  its  owner- 
ship, or  yet  of  British  and  Hessian  sway,  when  the  patriotic  Dyckmans  being 
fled,  their  home  in  ashes,  and  their  fields  a  military  camp,  with  breastworks 
and  cannon  frowning  from  every  neighboring  hill,  this  charming  section  of 
Manhattan  was  given  over,  for  seven  years,  to  the  rude  alarms  of  war  ! 
Pleasanter  the  anticipations  of  1&83,  when  on  this  very  spot,  now  known  as 
Jnwood,  visitors  from  every  state  and  nation  shall  gather  in  friendly  con- 
course at  the  WoRLD*s  Fair. 

II.    THE   FOUR   DIVISIONS. 

Under  an  act  passed  by  the  Governor,  Council,  and  General  Assembly, 
Oct  30,  1708,  entitled  **  An  Act  for  the  easier  Partition  of  Lands  in  Joint 
Tenancy,  or  in  Common,"  steps  were  taken  by  the  Harlem  freeholders,  for 
a  more  complete  division  of  their  common  lands. 

This  act  allowed  a  majority  of  the  resident  owners  to  make  a  division,  after 
giving  public  notice  for  three  months  previous,  and  required  such  division  to 
be  made  by  drawing  of  lots  in  the  presence  of  at  least  three  disinterested 
persons  to  be  named  by  the  dividers,  and  paid  five  shillings  per  day  '*  for 
their  trouble  had  in  the  making  of  saicl  division.*'  The  surveys  were  to  be 
made  by  a  sworn  surveyor,  or  any  three  neighbors,  men  of  intelligence  and 
integrrity,  to  be  chosen  by  the  dividers  ;  the  lots  after  being  laid  out  *'  as 
eq^ally  as  possible  in  regard  both  to  quantity  and  quality,*'  must  be  numbered 
and  then  publicly  drawn  for  ;  and  in  order  to  prevent  dispute  as  to  the  costs  of 
making  the  division,  it  provided  that  before  any  division  was  made,  such  part 
of  the  land  as  they  should  judge  reasonable  for  defraying  said  costs,  should 
be  laid  out  and  sold  by  the  majority  of  the  dividers,  whose  conveyance  there- 
of should  be  good  and  effectual  in  the  law. 

*  Dyckman  and  Nagel,  having,  in  1677,  gotten  74  a.  at  Spuyten  Dujrvel,  or  as 
subsequently  estimated.  76  a.  (see  pp.  383.  386,  507),  their  rights  upon  these  were 
arranged  as  follows :  The  76  a.  making  38  morgen,  from  this  count  18  moreen  were 
taken  and  the  2  house  lots  substituted,  these  being  classed  as^;v^and  taking 
erf  rights.  This  gave  them  2  erven,  ao  morgen  (or  i  erf  10  morgen  each),  upon 
wnich  they  were  entitled  to  draw  land.  The  additional  6  morgen  rights  on  which 
they  drew  here  were  partly  on  the  Nagel  lots  on  Jochem  Pieters  Flat,  and  partlv  on 
Dyckman's  lot  on  Montanye's  Flat,  3  morgen  rights  at  each  place.  Thus  tney  orew 
together  upon  equal  rights  at  Spuyten  Duyvel,  viz.,  each  on  a  i  erf  13  morgen  right. 
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Pursuant  to  a  Justice's  warrant,  issued  May  9,  1711,  and  directed  to  Gerrit 
Dyckman,  constable  of  Harlem,  authorizing  a  meeting  for  that  purpose,  the 
inhabitants  and  freeholders  assembled  on  the  19th,  and  agreed  that  a  division 
of  the  common  land  should  be  made  forthwith  ;  appointed  Samuel  Waldron, 
Zacharias  Sickels,  and  Johannes  Meyer  to  engage  one  or  more  surveyors  to 
make  a  fair  and  equal  division,  and  promised  to  defray  the  costs  of  the  sur- 
vey and  all  other  charges  attending  such  division,  according  to  each  one*s 
proportion.  A  writing  to  this  effect,  dated  at  the  town  house,  Harlem,  May 
19,  171 1,  was  subscribed  by  Zacharias  Sickels,  Abram  de  Lamontanie,  Sam- 
son Benson,  Jan  Kiersen,  Metje  Jansen,  Johannes  Meyer,  Charles  Congreve, 
Marcus  Tiebaut,  Laurens  Cornclissen,  Maria  Meyer,  Richard  Willeit,  Pietcr 
Oblienis,  Samuel  Waldron,  Barent  Waldron,  Johannes  Waldron,  Abram 
Meyer,  Jan  Dyckman,  Arent  Bussing,  Isaac  Delamater,  Gerrit  Dyckman, 
Laurens  Jansen,  Jan  Nagel,  Derick  Benson,  Abraham  Gouvemeur,  and 
WoodhuU  Tourneur. 

The  business  was  promptly  undertaken,  and  so  far  as  possible  in  the  mode 
prescribed  by  the  act  of  1708.  Peter  Berrien,  of  Newtown,  an  experienced 
surveyor,  was  employed  ;  and  three  disinterested  persons,  to  wit,  John  Law- 
rence, Cornelius  Luyster,  and  Edward  Blagge.  were  chosen  by  the  free- 
holders and  inhabitants,  '*  to  see  that  a  just  and  equal  division  be  made  of 
their  undivided  lands."  No  record  remains  of  any  sales  of  land,  as  pro- 
vided for  by  the  act,  for  meeting  the  necessary  expenses  ;  but  it  may  be 
presumed  that  Guch  sales  took  place,  since  a  disregard  of  this  provision  might 
have  caused  dissatisfaction  and  impaired  the  legality  of  the  entire  proceed- 
ings, and  because  the  records  show  that  several  tracts  of  the  common  land, 
not  in  the  regular  allotments,  passed  into  private  hands  at  about  this  date. 
These  tracts  consisted  of  100  a.  adjoining  the  North  River  and  lot  No.  5  of 
1691  (now  Manhattanville),  which  passed  to  Peter  van  Oblienis  (see  p.  541) ; 
30  a.  next  to  lot  No.  i,  of  1691,  which  passed  to  Lawrence  Kortright,  and 
since  forming  a  part  of  the  Samson  A.  Benson  farm  (see  p.  487),  and  other 
parcels  adjoining  to  (he  farms  of  Capt.  Joh.  Benson,  Samuel  Waldron,  and 
John  Kiersen,  and  which  these  persons  secured.  In  making  this  division 
Peter  van  Oblienis  figures  prominently  ;  no  one  did  more  to  further  the  busi- 
ness, according  to  the  wishes  of  the  freeholders.  Legal  advisers  held  that 
whereas  the  Nicolls  patentees  had  at  no  time  during  their  joint  tenancy  made 
any  lawful  partition  among  themselves  to  alter  said  joint  termncy,  the  prem- 
ises, on  the  decease  of  the  other  four  patentees,  became  vested  in  the  sur- 
vivor, Joost  van  Oblinus,  and  at  his  death  in  1706,  in  Peter,  as  his  eldest  son 
and  heir.  But  nevertheless,  it  was  a  trust ;  not  to  inure  to  his  peculiar  ben- 
efit, but,  on  the  contrary,  held  and  to  be  used  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
body  of  freeholders  who  had  rights  in  the  land.  The  Nicolls  patent  consti- 
tuted the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  a  corporation,  so  far  as  was  requisite 
to  the  ownership  and  enjoyment  of  their  common  lands,  with  the  inevitable 
right  of  alienation.  The  patentees  named  therein  received  a  trust,  to  be 
administered  for  and  on  behalf  of  all  the  freeholders  in  common.  But  these 
patentees,  in  such  capacity,  made  no  grants  and  gave  no  deeds.  Interpreted 
by  the  usage  which  from  the  first  obtained  under  the  patent,  we  find  the 
principle  constantly  recognized  and  acted  upon,  that  the  power  to  grant  lands 
and  give  deeds  resided  in  the  body  of  freeholders,  except  when  delegated  by 
them  to  others.  Hence  such  business  was  invariably  done  either  in  town 
meeting,  or  by  the  magistrates,  or  other  persons  chosen  for  that  purpose. 
The  act  of  1708,  therefore,  conferred  no  new  power  upon  the  freeholders  in 
this  regard,  only  so  far  as  to  enable  a  majority  who  should  be  residents  to 
act  And  Peter  van  Oblienis,  from  the  first  favoring  a  pro-rata  division  of 
the  common  lands,  is  found,  even  after  his  father's  decease,  still  acting  un- 
der his  former  appointmeiTt,  as  one  of  the  "  trustees  for  the  said  town,**  in 
signing  deeds.  He  subscribed,  with  the  other  freeholders,  all  preliminary 
agreements  necessary  for  making  the  division  of  1712.  and  admitted  as  grant 
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ors  with  himself  the  heirs  of  the  four  other  patentees,  who  also  shared  with 
him  in  the  60  a.  of  land  voted  by  the  freeholders.  Mar.  20,  1712,  to  be  laid 
out  before  the  division  should  be  made,  to  the  only  use  and  behoof  of  the 
heirs  or  assigns  of  the  five  original  patentees,  or  to  such  person  or  persons 
as  should  be  adjudged  by  counsel  proper  to  sign  releases  to  the  rest  of  the 
freeholders,  Oblienis'  100  a.  being  in  bis  possession  when  Berrien  laid  out 
the  other  lots,  leads  us  to  regard  it  as  a  purchase  ;-but  that  he  arbitrarily  ap- 
propriated it,  on  pretense  of  an  exclusive  fee  in  himself,  is  not  to  be  sup- 
posed. Until  the  deed  to  Oblienis  be  found  (for  doubtless  he  had  one  from 
the  freehplders,  as  authorized  by  the  act  and  former  usage),  we  shall  hardly 
know  more  about  the  origin  of  this  title.  This  tract,  in  the  deed  from 
Oblienis  to  Peter  Waldron,  referred  to  p.  541,  is  described  as  "  Beginning  at 
a  stake  near  a  rock,  at  the  land  of  Margreta  Cortright,  thence  north  ^^'^ 
west,  along  the  said  land  171  rods  to  Hudson's  River,  then  along  the  said 
River  73  rods  to  a  stoke  in  the  Meadow  of  Martje  Davids  aforesaid,  thence 
along  the  said  Meadow  to  a  stake  at  the  head  of  the  Swamp  above  the  said 
Meadow,  thence  to  the  highway  or  road,  and  so  along  the  said  highway  to  a 
certoin  chestnut  tree  marked  and  stonding  on  the  northwest  side  of  the  road, 
near  the  house  of  Johannes  Meyer,  and  from  thence  along  the  land  of  said 
Meyer  to  the  place  where  it  at  first  began  ;.  contoining  by  estimation  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  land.*'  The  convent  and  chapel  of  the  Sacred  Heart  now 
occupy  the  north-east  corner  of  this  tract. 

Peter  van  Oblienis,  on  his  private  rights  (i  ^r/and  24  morgen^  was  entitled 
to  draw  of  the  common  land  81  a.  i  q.  4  r.,  including  the  12  a.,  allowed  him 
as  a  full  patentee  for  signing  deeds.  This  he  sold  to  his  br.  Hendrick,  who 
owned  no  erf  or  morgen  rights.  The  latter  was  living  on  the  farm  given 
him  by  his  fa.  '*  upon  the  southern  end  of  the  Long  Hill,'^  (see  p.  542,)  his 
house  Stonding  at  the  intersection  of  12th  Ave.  and  176th  St.,  on  the  tract 
since  Arden's.  His  81  a.  were  laid  out  in  one  parcel,  next  above  his  farm, 
toking  in  Fort  Washington  heights.  This  with  6  a.  named  in  the  following 
vote  of  the  town  gave  Hendrick  130  a.  as  rated,  and  which  he  held  unchanged 
till  his  d.  in  1745. 

'*  At  a  town  meeting,  27th  March,  1712  ;  Memorand  ;  That  it  was  then 
agreed  by  all  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  then  met,  that  Hendrick  Oblienis 
shall  have  laid  out  to  his  own  use  Six  Rod,  (in  consideration  of  his  share 
of  the  undivided  land  now  surveyed,)  from  the  southerly  corner  of  his 
fence  southerly,  thence  in  a  parallel  line  along  thts  line  of  his  lands,  N. 
67"*  W.  to  Hudson's  River.  The  said  Hendrick  to  leave  a  sufficient  open 
road,  with  a  swinging  gate,  up  to  the  Long  Hill ;  that  is  to  say,  from  a 
certoin  brook  where  a  bridge  lies,  where  the  old  highway  went. 

Signed  as  evidence       CoRNEi.is  LuYSTER. 
John  Lawrence." 

The  spring  of  1712  found  the  work  of  the  surveys  essentially  completed. 
The  vacant  lands  to  be  disposed  of  were  laid  out  in  four  general  groups 
called  the  Four  Divisions,  in  each  of  which  every  freeholder  so  entitled, 
drew  a  lot 

First  Division  embraced  nearly  all  that  remained  of  common  land  on  and 
adjacent  to  Harlem  plains.  It  numbered  21  lots,  which  of  necessity  lay 
considerably  scattering,  as  we  shall  show.  The  60  a.  given  as  a  considera- 
tion for  signing  deeds,  were  included  in  this  division,  except  6  a.* 

*  The  60  a.  were  awarded  as  follows  :  12  to  Peter  Van  Oblienis  ;  12  to  Maria 
Meyer  ;  12  to  the  estate  of  Capt.  Delavall ;  6  to  Jacques  Toumeur  ;  6  to  WoodbuU 
Tourneur ;  6  to  Johannes  Waldron,  and  6  to  Samuel  Waldron.  The  distribution 
was  thus  confined  to  the  sons  or  heirs  of  the  five  original  patentees,  and  in  no  case 
extended  beyond  two  representatives  of  any  one  patentee.  At  the  same  time  an3r  of 
the  heirs  or  assigns  of  these  patentees  were  "adjudged  by  counsel  proper  to  sign 
releases  to  the  rest  of  the  freeholders."    Hendrick  van  Oblienis  signed  patentee 
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Second  Division  began  above  the  lots  on  Jochem  Pieters  Hills,  laid  ont 
in  1691,  at  the  line  heretofore  designate.(l,  which  ran  from  Kingsbridge  Road, 
about  50  feet  below  i62d  St.,  on  a  course  N.  34°  W.  to  Hudson  River.  Lots 
I  to  5  were  laid  out  on  this  (the  west)  side  of  the  road,  and  extended  up  the 
same  to  Hendrick  van  Oblienis*  line,  which  began  at  a  point  midway  be- 
tween 175th  and  176th  Sts.,  and  ran  thence  to  the  Hudson,  N.  67"  W.  East- 
erly of  the  road  lay  lots  6  to  20,  beginning  at  the  lower  line,  continued  to 
Harlem  River,  and  extending  up  to  within  a  few  feet  of  I90lh  St.,  at  the  high- 
way, being  bounded  northerly  by  a  line  S.  53*  E. 

Third  Division  beginning  where  the  second  ended,  lay  in  two  parallel 
tiers,  separated  by  what  was  called  the  Cul  Lim,  whose  course  was  then  N. 
35**  E.  ;  and  extended  up  to  the  farm  of  Bastiaen  Kortright  (see  p.  297),  and 
the  Sherman's  Creek  meadows.  It  contained  i&  lots,  of  which  Nos.  i  to  13 
lay  between  the  highway  and  the  Cut  Line,  and  the  remainder  between  the 
Cut  Line  and  Harlem  River. 

Fourth  Division,  which  also  contained  18  lots,  lay  opposite  the  third, 
between  the  highway  and  the  Hudson,  and  beginning  upon  Hendrick  van 
Oblienis'  northern  line,  which  ran  from  a  point  on  the  highway  about  central 
between  iSsth  and  i86lh  Sts.,  N.  67**  W.  to  the  river,  extended  up  to  **  the 
little  bridge  at  John  Dyckman's  land,"  where  the  highway  crossed  Pieter 
Tuynier's  Run ;  leaving  a  small  gore  of  common  land  between  lot  18  and 
Dyckman's  line,  which  latter  ran  from  the  bridge  N.  N.  W.  to  the  "  little 
Sand  Bay,"  on  the  Hudson. 

There  was  method  in  the  divisions.  These  lands  were  to  be  kept  chiefly 
as  woodlands  ;  but  3d  Division  occupying  the  slope  and  commanding  heights 
then  called  the  Rondevlysberg^  or  Round  Meadow  Hill,  since  known  as  Fort 
George,  was  planned  for  a  future  ^01%  and  indeed  was  often  referred  to  as 
"the  village."  Lying  so  near  to  4th  Div.,  these  were  x>ften  joined  in  sufose- 
({uent  sales,  as  some  had  been  in  the  original  drawing.  The  2d  Div.  bore  a 
similar. relaUon  to  the  first,  or  to  the  homesteads,  to  which  they  were  more 
especially  the  appendages.  The  whole  planning  was  obviously  the  result  of 
much  study  and  wise  forethought. 

"The  several  Highways  laid  out  in  the  new  Divisions,"  were  legalized 
by  the  following  action  : 

"  At  a  town  meeting  held  22d  March,  1711-12  :  It  was  then  agreed  by 
the  freeholders  of  the  said  town — 

.  I.  That  a  sufficient  wagon  road  be  laid  out  and  remain  for  the  use  of  the 
owners  of  the  lands  lard  out  between  the  patent  line  and  the  line  of  Johannes 
Vermilye's  land  ;  the  said  wagon  road  to  run  across  the  head  of  each  lot  to 
the  Round  Meadow. 

2.  That  a  sufficient  common  wagon  road  be  laid  out  and  remain  for  the 
use  of  all  the  freeholders,  over  the  lot  of  land  laid  out  to  John  Dyckman  in 
the  1st  Division,  No.  21,  from  ihe  Queen's  High  Road,  to  the  usual  landing 
place  on  Harlem  River. 

3.  That  a  sufficient  common  wagon  roid  be  and  remain  from  the  Queen's 
Road  at  Hendrick  Obllenis's  house,  to  the  landing  place  on  Harlem  lUver 
over  against  Crab  Island  ;  as  laid  out  in  the  General  Map  of  the  late  undi- 
vided lands.  0 

4.  A  road  sufficient  for  wagons  from  the  Round  Meadow  lying  near 
Spuyten  Duyvel,  as  near  the  middle  line  as  conveniently  may  be,  to  the  road 
laid  out  from  the  house  of  Hendrick  Oblienis  and  the  Queen's  Road,  to  the 
landing  place  against  Crab  Island. 

deeds,  as  did  Barent  Waldron,  Samson  Beoson,  and  Capt.  Congreve  ;  CongrcYe 
and  Benson,  with  Dyckman,  holding  parts  of  the  Toumeur  lands  and  riglits,  but 
none  of  the  above,  shared  in  the  60  a.  Woodhull  Toumeur.  by  heirship,  took  a 
share,  though  he  had  sold  his  lands,  and  then  held  neither  erf  nor  morgen  right,  and 
was  not  even  a  resident.  He  si^ed  deeds  and  was  entitled  to  6  a.  as  a  half  patentee, 
but  probably  sold  his  claim  to  Hendrick  van  Oblienis.    See  p.  611. 
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5.  Another  road  for  waggons  etc.;  from  the  north  end  of  the  Long  Hill, 
through  the  land  of  Hendrick  Oblienis,  to  the  Queen's  Road. 

6  Another  road  from  Upbro's  Hook,  below  the  hill,  to  the  land  of  John 
Kiersen,  thence  to  the  Queen's  Road.* 

*7.  A  road  from  the  Queen's  Road  along  the  fence  of  Barent  Waldron,  and 
along  the  meadow  of  Isaac  Delamater. 

8.  A  road  from  the  Queen's  Road,  betwixt  the  houses  of  John  Meyer  and 
John  Waldron,  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  to  the  line  of  Peter  Oblienis's  land, 
and  so  along  said  line  northward,  and  along  the  heads  of  the  lots,  to  the 
land  laid  out  to  right  of  Capt.  Delavall." 

Messrs.  Lawrence,  Luyster  and  Blagge  made  a  return,  June  20,  17 12,  of 
the  land  due  each  person  upon  his  frf  and  morgen  rights,  and  of  which  we 
annex  a  copy  ;  the  apportionment  being  made  upon  the  following  basis,  to 
wit :  In  1st  Division^  3  a.  I  q.  20  r.  to  each  erf  or  house  lot,  and  2  q.  14  r. 
to  each  morgen  ;  In  2d  Division,  6  a.  per  house  lot,  and  i  a.  3  r.  per  mor- 
gen ;  In  the  3</  Division,  i  a.  2  q.  10  r.  per  house  lot,  and  i  q.  2  r.  per 
morgen  ;  In  the  4M  Division^  2  a.  2  q.  30  r.  per  bouse  lot,  and  i  q.  32  r. 
per  morgen. 

Peter  Berrien,  on  June  25,  signed  certificates  of  the  lands  laid  out  for  each 
person,  similar  in  form  to  that  given  p.  599,  and  of  these  also,  which  give 
the  quantities  actually  drawn,  we  append  a  summary.  From  these  the  deeds 
were  prepared  and  executed  ;  and  in  which  the  other  lands  of  the  grantee 
were  included  or  not,  at  his  option.  These  date  all  the  way  from  1712  to 
1 71 5.  We  would  gladly  learn  the  whereabouts  of  any  of  xhese patentee  deeds  ; 
such  as  we  have  s^en  are  engrossed  on  large  sheets  of  vellum,  and  usually 
done  by  Capt  Congreve,  then  the  town  clerk. 

The  situation  of  the  lots  in  ist  Division  will  be  better  understood  by  a 
brief  description  ;  as  these  lots  lay  in  several  detached  groups,  and  some  of 
the  lots  consisted  of  more  than  one  piece.  These  lots  usually  overran  by  a 
few  rods  the  quantity  called  for,  owing  to  surplusage  in  the  tracts  divided. 
Lots  I  to  5  lay  in  one  tract  adjacent  to  the  village. 

No.  I,  containing  24  a.,  ran  from  the  end  of  the  Buyten  Tuynen,  or  Out 
Gardens,  westerly,  on  the  north  side  of  the  highway,  to  the  Mill  Creek.  It 
was  bought  from  Waldron  by  Samson  Benson,  and  included  in  his  patentee 
deed  of  Apl.  20,  1713. 

No.  2,  which  Benson  had  drawn,  lay  next  north,  and  butted  easterly  on 
the  Kingsbridge  Road,  opposite  the  Church  Farm.f  He  set  off,  probably  at 
this  end,  to  his  br.  Derick,  a  plot  of  3  a.  i  q.  39  r.,  which  Derick  gave  back 
under  a  later  agreement ;  when  Samson  conveyed  the  two  lots  entire,  in  all 
41  a.  I  q.  23  r.,  to  his  br.  Joh.  Benson,  Feb.  19,  1724-5.  Johannes  sold  the 
tract,  Mar.  14,  1732-3.  to  Peter  Bussing,  it  passing  under  his  will  of  Feb. 
19.  1733-4.  proved  July  27,  1737,  to  his  son  Aaron.  In  1753,  Aaron  buying 
some  strips  next  the  roads,  from  the  town,  increased  the  contents  to  45  a.  3 
q.  22  r.,  as  per  Goerik's  survey  of  May  5,  1787.  On  May  6,  1787,  Bussing's 
executor  sold  this  tract  to  Capt.  Samson  Benson,  who  near  the  close  of  bis 
life  had  it  laid  off  into  several  parcels,  which  by  his  will  dated  Apl.  28,  1823, 
he  distributed  among  his  heirs.     St.  Pauls  Chh.,  (Catholic),  stands  on  the 

»  Tubby  Hook,  a  point  of  land  on  the  North  River  side,  at  206th  St.,  is  here 
referred  to.  It  took  its  name  from  Peter  Ubregt,  a  Brabanter.  See  p.  508.  Ubrejjt, 
by  a  dipt  pronunciation,  became  Upbro,  and  Ubby,  or  as  the  Duich  made  it,  V  Ubby, 
or  Tubby  Hook. 

t  On  this  corner  where  the  roads  met,  Capt.  Benson  built  a  large  tavern  early  in 
the  present  century — the  site  since  within  the  "  Harlem  Park" — and  which  was  con- 
ducted for  some  years  by  Capt.  Marriner.  who  had  previously  kept  the  Ferry  House 
(see  p.  191),  and  who  gained  as  ^reat  celebrity  for  the  excellent  table  he  set  for  his 
guests,  as  for  his  whale-boat  exploits  during  the  Revolution,  which  he  was  never  tired 
of  relating.  He  was  an  intelligent,  well-educated  man.  See  notice  of  him  in 
Thompson  s  Long  Island. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


614  BISTORT  OF  HARLEM. 

eastern  part  of  said  lot  No.  i,  ist  Div.     See  Dtductian  of  the  Title  of  Peter 
Poiilon^  etc.,  by  Mr.  Adriance. 

No.  3,  (23  a.  32  r.)>  lay  above  No.  2,  extending  from  Kingsbridge  Road 
westward  to  the  meadows  ;  its  southern  line  running  N.  86^°  W.,  its  north- 
em,  N.  64°  W.  It  was  sold  directly  by  Nagel  to  Abraham  Myer,  who  in 
1720  added  2  a.  lying  **  in  the  hills,"  (Mount  Morris),  for  which  in  1747,  he 
paid  the  town  16  shillings,  and  took  a  deed.  The  lot  passed  to  Abm.  Myer, 
Jr.,  thence  to  his  kinsman  Joh.  De  Witt,  Jr.,  who  sold  it  to  Peter  Benson, 
Apl.  9,  1789.     See  said  Poillon  Title^  p,  3a 

No.  4,  (3  a.  I  q.  29  r ),  lay  next  to  No.  3,  and  was  5  rods  broad  ;  its  lines 
parallel,  and  N.  64''  W.  It  ran  **  almost  to  the  meadow  at  the  Mill  Creek." 
Zach.  Sickels  took  it  in  exchange  for  ocher  land,  as  per  his  patentee  deed 
mentioned  p.  333,  but  sold  it  in  1722  to  Abm.  Myer,  whence  we  believed  it 
passed  to  Ad»lph  Benson,  owning  No.  5,  which  lay  next  northerly. 

No.  5.  (25  a.  I  r.),  included  **  the  hills,"  or  Mount  Morris.  Passing  through 
several  hands,  to  Adolph  Benson,  (see  p.  487),  it  became  a  part  of  the  Sam- 
son A.  Benson  farm.  This  exhausted  the  common  land  in  this  tract,  except 
some  30  a.  still  reserved  by  the  town,  but  subsequently  sold  to  Adolph  Ben- 
son, in  1747,  for  ;^5a 

No.  6,  (16  a.  I  q.  8  r.),  embraced  a  strip  of  common  land  stretching  along 
the  Harlem  patent  line  and  the  highway,  from  the  northern  end  of  the 
Hoorn's  Hook  or  Waldron  farm,  (94th  St.),  up  to  lot  No.  7.  (the  late 
McGown  place,  I02d  St.),  being  bounded  easterly  by  a  crooked  fence  of  CapL 
John  Benson.  Samson  Benson  bought  it  May  4,  1721  (see  p.  485),  as  an 
addition  to  his  farm,  but  it  is  now  mostly  within  Central  Park. 

No.  7  included  the  McGown  plot  referred  to,  laid  out  for  9  a.  3  q.  32  r., 
and  also  2  a.  2  q.  12  r.  lying  opposite  to  it,  west  of  the  highway,  and  along 
the  north  side  of  the  grant  made  Abram  Delamontanie,  in  1691  ;  both  pieces 
being  now  in  Central  Park.  We  have  noticed  this  lot  fully  on  pp.  490,  506, 
510,  521.  The  venerable  McGown  house  made  a  part  of  the  late  Stetson's, 
or  rather  Ryan  and  Radford's  Hotel,  destroyed  by  fire  Jan.  2,  1881. 

No.  8,  alloted  the  heirs  of  Capt.  Thos.  Delavall,  consisted  of  three  parcels, 
two  of  these  now  in  Central  Park,  the  first  containing  16  a.  3  q.  28  r.,  being 
bounded  south  by  the  small  part  of  No.  7,  east  by  the  highway,  west  by  the 
creek  or  run  called  the  fonteyn,  and  north  by  the  Metje  Cornells,  or  Nutter 
farm,  to  which  it  was  afterward  added.  The  second  piece,  (i  a.  3  q.  24  r.). 
lay  opposite,  across  the  highway  ;  bounded  south  and  east  by  the  creeks, 
and  north  by  Metje  Cornelis'  farm.  Later  the  road  to  Harlem  village  was 
run  over  this  piece  ;  it  is  now  mostly  ivithin  Harlem  Lake.  The  third  and 
chief  part  of  No.  8,  (35  a.  25  r.).  lay  near  the  upper  end  of  Harlem  Lane,  and 
was  of  very  irregular  shape  ;  joining  northwesterly  to  No.  9.  of  this  division, 
northeasterly  to  Peter  van  Oblienis*  100  a.  tract  before  noticed,  southeast- 
erly in  pyt  by  the  highway,  and  westerly  upon  Jacob  De  Key's  land,  or  the 
Harlem  patent  line,  along  which  it  ran  southerly,  between  said  line  and  the 
Montanye  Flat  lots,  to  a  point  at  the  old  Tourneur  farm.  The  late  Capt 
John  Kortright  farm  took  in  part  of  this  parcel,  other  parts  (one  owned  by 
Peter  van  Oblienis),  were  j^ought  up  by  Adolph  Myer,  and  included  in  the 
Molenaor  84  a.  tract.     See  pp.  529.  530,  and  App,  /. 

Nos.  9,  la.  II,  12,  13,  14,  all  taking  a  course  N.  79°  E.  and  butting  upon 
the  land  of  Jacob  De  Key  and  the  Oblienis  100  a.  tract,  formed  a  tier  or 
wedge-like  plot  which  reached  to  Moertje  Davids*  Fly.  These  lots  also  were 
subsequently  included  in  the  Molenaor  84  a.  tract. 

No.  15,  (35  a.  32  r.)  laid  out  to  Maria  and  Joh.  Myer,  extended  along  the 
west  side  of  Kingsbridge  Road  from  130th  to  140th  Sts.,  being  bounded 
westerly  (nearly  on  the  line  of  9th  Ave.),  by  the  Oblienis  100  a.  tract,  and 
lots  5  to  8,  of  1691.     It  fell  to  Joh.  Myer  and  his  son  Jacob.     See  p.  533. 

No.  16  being  in  two  pieces,  the  principal  one,  containing  9  a.  39.  14  r., 
stretched  north  from  No.  15,  between  the  end  of  lot  9  of  1691,  and  the  high- 
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way,  to  145th  St.,  or  the  line  of  lot  10  of  1691.  Joh.  Myer  bought  this  part, 
in  1722.  See  pp.  533,  534.  A  supplementary  piece,  (2  q.  23  r.),  lay  opposite, 
east  of  the  road,  at  the  south  point  of  the  triangular  tract,  since  owned  by 
Samuel  Bradhurst,  and  probably  not  reaching  above  145th  St. 

No.  17,  (3  a.  I  q.  20  r.),  lay  next  north,  and  was  sold  by  Delamontanie  to 
Barent  VValdron,  by  the  latter,  Aug.  6,  1740,  to  John  R,  Myer,  and  called 
••4  a,  more  or  less,"  and  by  John  to  Abm.  Myer,  July  il,  1743.  It  came 
to  be  included  in  the  Bradhurst  tract 

No.  18  lying  next  north,  extended  up  between  the  highway  and  Bussing's 
Point  inlet  to  150th  St.  It  passed  through  the  Low  family  (see  p.  520),  to 
John  Maunsell,  from  him  to  Bradhurst. 

No.  19  was  sold  by  Congreve,  Dec.  26,  1713^  to  Joh.  Waldron,  and  by  him 
to  his  son  Samuel,  Nov.  17,  1748.     It  passed  to  John  Dykman,  thence  to 

iohn  Watkins,  (see  p.  509),  thence  to  John  Maunsell,  and  from  his  wid.  to 
frs.  Beekman.* 
No.  20  was  sold  by  John  Ddamater  to  Joh.  Waldron,  in  1729,  passed  to 

John  Dykman,  thence  to  Lawrence  Low,  thence  to  his  son  John,  thence  to 
ohn  Watkins  (see  pp.  509,  520),  thence  to  John  Maunsell     See  No.  21. 

No.  21,  (12  a.  3  q.  7  r.,)  making  the  last  lot  in  ist  Div.,  extended  up^  on 
Kingsbridge  Road,  to  I59tb  St,  to  the  Kiersen  or  Jumel  Homestead  line. 
It  passed  to  Gerrit  Dyckman,  to  his  son  John,  to  Lawrence  Low,  to  his  son 
John,  to  John  Watkins  (see  pp.  508,  509,  520),  to  John  Maunsell,  to  his  wid., 
and  with  No.  20,  to  Dr.  Samuel  Watkins. 

We  do  not  see  an  equal  necessity  for  tracing  the  lots  in  the  other  three 
divisions,  many  references  to  which  will  be  found  in  the  foregoing  pages. 
This  may  be  done,  usually,  without  much  difficulty ;  care  being  taken  to 
avoid  the  confusion  which  may  arise  in  some  cases  from  the  re-plotting  and 
re-numbering.  This  applies  particularly  to  the  lands  purchased  by  Leonard 
Parkinson,  who  came  to  own  (w^lh  the  Roger  Morris,  or  Jumel  Homestead, 
and  the  57  a.  tract  opposite),  the  lots  i  to  5,  2d  Div.,  on  the  west  of  the  high- 
way, and  on  the  east  side,  lots  8  to  11,  inclusive,  less  the  Wear  portion  of 
No.  8.  He  caused  all  these  lands  to  be  mapped  by  Chas.  Loss,  and  divided 
up  into  15  parcels,  by  new  numbers,  and  which  ignored  all  the  original, 
dividing  lines.  The  Jumel  Homestead  alone  remained  unchanged,  and  this 
was  called  No.  8.  From  the  57  a.  tract  opposite,  48  a.  20  r.  were  set  off  as 
No.  I.  This  he  sold  Mar.  9,  1810,  to  Ebenezer  Burrill.  Above  it,  37  a.  3 
q.  were  laid  ofif  as  No.  2.  and  sold,  the  same  day,  to  R.  C.  Smith ;  later 
Dickey's.  **  Fanwood,*'  the  residence  of  the  late  Col.  Monroe,  is  on  this  lot 
No.  2,  as  also  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution,  the  latter  building  being 
intersected  by  the  line  which  before  parted  the  2d  Div,   from  the  Div.  of 

*  Charles  Congreve,  Gent.,  arrived  at  N.  Y.,  May  3, 170a,  in  the  suit  of  Gov. 
Corn  bury  ;  the  next  year,  as  lieut,  commanded  a  force  sent  to  Albany,  to  guard 
the  frontiers ;  in  1704,  by  Combury's  order,  reported  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  upon 
the  military  resources  of  the  province,  and  to  the  Venerable  Society,  upon  the  state 
of  religion,  and  in  1706,  beini;  in  England  helped  Oldmixon  to  facts  for  his  British 
Empire  in  America.  Capt.  Congreve's  zeal  as  a  Churchman,  with  other  circum- 
stances, induces  the  belief  that  his  clerkship  at  H.  was  not  merely  secular,  but  was 
designed  for  introducing  the  £njg;lish  liturgy.    See  p.  459.    Here  ne  acquired  prop- 


,    gotten  < 

sold,  with  his  farm  on  Van  Keulen  s  Hook,  to  John  Van  Horn,  of  N.  Y.,  merchant ; 
those  in  ist.  3d,  and  4th  Div.  to  Joh.  Waldron.  Congreve  was  a  frequent  petitioner 
to  the  government  for  land,  between  1702  and  1723,  and  received  several  grants.  In 
1736  he  commanded  at  Oswego  ;  in  1740,  with  his  son-in-law. John  Lindesav,  went  to- 
Cherry  Valley,  but  left  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  French  War  in  1744 ;  Mr.  Linde- 
say.  in  whose  favor  Congreve  had  resigned  his  lieutenancy  in  the  Independent 
Fuzileers,  going  to  take  command  at  Oswego.  And  here  we  lose  sight  of  Capt. 
Congreve.    See  N.  Y.  Col.  Hist.  vi.   707,  note. 
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i6gi.  Next  came  Nos.  3,  4,  together  67  a.  2  q.,  sold  the  same  date  to 
John  R.  Murray.  And  next  above  this  lay  lot  5,  (39 -a.  i  q.)»  reaching 
to  Ardcn's  line,  and  sold  the  same  day  to  Stephen  Jumel,  together  with'  his 
lots  7,  9,  10,  II,  12,  13,  14.  15,  which  embraced  the  old  lots  8  to  11,  with  the 
exception  of  Wear's  part  of  No.  8  ;  and  also  excepting  parts  of  the  old  lots 
10,  II,  next  the  Kingsbridge  Road,  and  a  gore  from  No.  9,  which  made  up 
his  lot  No.  6.  This  he  sold  on  the  same  date  to  Gerardus  Post,  who  con- 
veyed it  to  Jumel,  May  3,  18 14.  On  Apl.  28,  18 10,  Parkinson  also  sold 
Jumel  the  Col.  Morris  Homestead.  Thus  Jumel  came  to  own  39  a.  west  of 
Kingsbridge  Road,  (being  the  old  lot  5,  and  most  of  4),  and  131  a.  east  of 
said  road,  the  last  stretching  from  159th  St.  to  midway  of  I74ih  and  175th 
Sts.,  excepting  where  separated  by  the  8  a.  owned  by  Wear.* 

As  little  common  land  remained  within  tlie  patent  lines  after  the  division 
of  1 712,  except  the  tracts  already  named  in  connection  with  the  farms  to 
which  they  were  finally  attached,  we  will  not  extend  these  notes.  It  only 
remains  to  g^ve  the  lists  of  the  lands  in  the  Four  Divisions,  as  awarded  upon 
the  erf  or  house  lot,  and  morgen  fights  ;  and  an  alphabetical  **  Summary,*' 
which  shows  the  actual  contents  of  the  lots  as  laid  out ;  the  latter  varying 
from  the  former  in  some  cases,  for  reasons  which  are  also  noted. 

First  Division  ;  1712. 


Not. 


I 
2 

3 
4 

5 
6 

7 
8 

9 
10 
II 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

17 

18 

19 
20 
21 


John  Waldron 

Samson  Benson 

John  Nagel 

iohn  Kiersen 
letje  Cornells 

Barent  Waldron 

Samuel  Waldron 

Thomas  Delavall 

John  Van  Oblienis 

Isaac  Delamater 

Arent  Bussing 

John  Benson 

Jacques  Toumeur 

Marcus  Tiebaut 

Maria  Meyer 

Zacbarias  Sickels 

Abraham  Delamontanic. 

Lourens  Jansen 

Charles  Congreve^ 

Aeltie  Vermllye 

John  Dyckman 


H.  L. 


M.  R. 


22 

18 

28 

o 

31 

22 

i6i 
60 

o 

6 
21 
16 

9 

3 

28 
12 

o 
II 

6 

li 
16 


Land  Dub. 


16 

17 
23 

3 
24 
16 

19 
42 

3 
6 

15 
12 
8 
3 
23 
10 

3 
9 
6 

4 
12 


Q. 


8 
12 
32 
20 

34 

8 

II 

o 

20 

24 

34 

4 

26 

32 
32 
28 
20 
14 
24 
I 

4 


*  George  Wear,  the  sturdy  blacksmith,  we  may  thank  him  for  holding  on  to  this 
little  6  acre  tot  (the  lower  part  of  No.  8,  2d  Div.  j,  which  he  bought  Nov.  7,  i8^,  firom 
Ithamar  Heily ;  although  called  6W  a.,  and  ail  its  boundaries  reversed,  with  Ben> 
son,  from  whose  lot  it  was  taken,  called  Bussing/  Because  its  transfer  being  dear 
to  Heily  through  Wm.  Molenaor  and  others,  back  to  Capt.  Job.  Benson,  who  drew 
it  in  1713,  it  becomes  an  invaluable  landmark  in  fixing  the  starting  line  of  the  3d 
Division.  Its  lower  line  began  at  Kingsbridge  Road,  in  the  centre  of  165th  St.,  and 
nearly  touched  164th  St.  at  the  bluff  on  Harlem  River.  But  improvements  going 
on  must  soon  obliterate  these  old  Imes,  save  upon  the  maps. 
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Nok 


I 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

7 
% 

9 

lO 

II 

12 

13 
14 
15 
i6 

17 
i8 

19 
80 


Metj^  Cornells 

Samuel  Waldron... 

John  Kiersen 

Lourens  lansen. . . . 
Barent  Waldron. . . . 
Aeltie  Vermilye.... 
Charles  Congreve.. 

John  Beason 

John  Nagel 

Maria  Meyer 

John  Van  Oblienis.. 
Zacharias  Sickels... 

iohn  Waldron , 
acques  Tourneur. . 
Marcus  Tiebaut. ... 
Thomas  Delavall. . . 

John  Dyckman 

Samson  Benson. . . . 
Isaac  Delamater. . . . 
Arent  Bussing 


H.  L. 


2 

4 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
2 
2 
I 
I 
I 
I 
i 
2 
I 
2 
I 
I 


M.  R. 


31 

I6i 

o 

II 

22 
li 

6 
i6 

28 

28 

o 

12 
22 

9 

3 
6o 
i6 
i8 

6 

21 


Land  Dub. 


43 

40 

6 

17 

28 

7 
12 
22 
40 
40 

6 
18 
28 

15 

6 

73 
22 
30 
12 
27 


2 

3 
o 
o 

I 
2 
o 

I 

2 
2 
O 

o 
I 
o 
o 
o 
I 
I 
o 
I 


13 

9 
o 

33 
26 

4 

18 

8 

4 

4 

o 

36 

26 

27 

9 

20 

8 

14 
18 

23 


Third  Division. 


Not. 


I 

2 

3 
4 
5 
6 

7 
8 

9 
10 
II 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

17 
18 


John  Waldron.. . . 
Jacques  Tourneur, 
Aeliie  Vermilye.. 
Samson  Benson. . 
Lourens  Janson. . 
Samuel  Waldron. 
Barent  Waldron.. 
Iohn  Kiersen. . . . 
Marcus  Tiebaut.  . 
John  Dyckman.. . 
Charles  Congreve 

John  Nagel 

Arent  Bussing. . . 
Isaac  Delamater.. 
Thomas  Delavall. 

Maria  Meyer 

Metje  Cornells. . . 
John  Benson 


H.L. 


I 
I 
I 
2 
I 

4 

I 
2 

li 

I 
I 

2 
I 
I 
2 
2 
2 
I 


M.R. 


22 

9 

I* 
18 
II 

i6i 

22 

12 

3 
16 

6 
28 
21 

6 
60 
28 

31 
16 


Land  "Dum. 


A. 

Q. 

R. 

7 

I 

14 

3 

3 

28 

I 

3 

33 

7 

3 

16 

4 

I 

32 

10 

2 

13 

7 

I 

14 

6 

I 

4 

3 

0 

21 

5 

3 

2 

3 

0 

22 

10 

I 

36 

7 

0 

12 

3 

0 

22 

18 

3 

20 

10 

I 

36 

II 

I 

2 

5 

3 

I 

2 
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KEY  TO   TITLES. 


N.B.  IXffereDt  deiigiiAtioii8  are  lometiraes  applied  to  the  aame  tiaet    Ck>D8iilt  alto  (be 
Index,  for  the  reqalred  parties,  and  under  the  head  of  NarM$, 

AdrianceTrMt,  4M8.  581 

Baker  Pann.  461, 688. 

Benson  (Eliaabeth)  Tract,  471 :  see  IH  2Hv.,  No.  8. 

Benson  (Lawrence)  Homestead,  488, 408, 681,  S88. 

Benson  (Peter)  Farm,  486,  489,  600,  601 :  see  Index,  MUi  Camp. 

Benson  Point  Farm,  186, 166,  200,  470, 488*^401, 606 ;  see  Bogeri  Fn^bU  Ikum. 

Benson  (Samson  A.)  Farm ;  see  ^ae€  Qmne  Farm. 

Bickley  Tract  (De  Voe's  Point),  444,  478. 

Bogerc  Point  Farm,  417,  461,  ^,  491, 6«i,  698.  006  ;  see  Index,  Montanife't  BoUU. 

B<^rt  (John  J.)  Farm,  408, 484 ;  see  Bakdm  Fcarm. 

Bradr  Plot, «»,  517. 

Bronck^s  Land.  900. 961,  908,  880,  810,  817, 481, 489, 488. 

Bronck's  Meadow,  919. 

Bosh  Farm,  645 ;  see  Index,  BvA, 

Bassing  Farm  (Harlem  Lane),  490,  615, 5(8, 508. 

Bussing  Meadows,  965, 506. 

Bussing  Point  Farm,  884, 448,  500,  588, 589,  581, 606. 

Carteret  Island,  585, 587,  808. 

Carteret  Lot,  583, 63^  567,  608. 

ChestermaAPlot.  519, 641,  666,  584. 

Church  Farm,  191,  916, 965, 879, 515,  618. 

Clover  Wej  ((hover  Pastare),  848, 344, 818,  446,  566,  601. 

De  Kej  Tract,  443, 444, 545,  598, 504. 

DelavaU  Lands,  596 ;  see  also  590,  697,  599, 588,  684, 540,  541, 607,  611, 618,  614,  616*«619. 

De  Peyster  Tracts,  508,  5M. 

De  Voe's  Point,  980, 311, 370, 444,  4^ 

Division  of  the  Common  Lands  ;  Remark  npon,  470 ;  History  of,  604**610 ;  see  alao  DM- 

sion  of  laei,  etc. 
Division  of  1691,  LUt  of,  605 ;  LoU  In,  referred  to,  449.  485.  486,  496,  498,  S08.  604.  607.  508, 

500.  519,  518, 51&.  516,  518.  590. 691,  593.  597.  699,  530.  531,  583,  540,  541,  M5,  509,  601.  HK». 
Division,  TU  Fir$t,  What  it  embraced,  611 ;  Lists  of.  616**619 ;  Lots  in,  n;fttrred  to,  338, 

4H4,  485,  486,  437,  489, 498,  «9,  504,  506.  509.  518,  515,  516,  518,  690,  591,  699,  580,  531,  583. 

Ml,  549,  563,  599,  616 ;  see  T/u  Four  Division*. 
DivUion,  The  Second,  Where  located,  619;  Lists  of,  617**619;  LoU  in.  referred  to,  3^  484, 

499,  508,  613,  515,  516,  618,  519,  590.  591,  5^  531,  549,  546,  668,  609,  617 ;  see  Tfu  Itmr 

Divition*. 
Division,  T/U  Third,  Where  located.  619  ;  L<sts  of.  617**619 ;  Lots  in  referred  to,  383,  484, 

486.  487,  488,  508, 511,  515,  516,  590,  531,  599,  681,  549,  546,  568,  609,  617 ;  see  The  Four 

Divisions. 
Division.  The  Fovrih,  Where  located,  619 ;  Lists  of.  618, 619 ;  LoU  in,  referred  to,  883,  484, 

486.  508.  5*».  591.  5«,  531. 549.  568.  599,  618 ;  see  7%s  Four  DivMons. 
Division,  Ths  La<  507,  608,  690,  608. 
Divisions,  The  Four;  Sammary  of,  619;   Referred  to,  485,  499,  504,  808,  615,  619,  541, 

M5,  609. 
Dunning  Plot,  489. 

Dyckmain  Homestead,  116, 165, 887.  506, 511,  661,610,615;  see  Index,  «/!inam-iUrUm /^l/m<. 
Dyckman  Unds,  Spoy ten  Dnyril,  888, 886,  «9, 451, 607**519. 
Fort  Georse  Tract.  998, 488, 540, 808. 619. 
Gk>ndio  Point  Farm ;  mw  Bv$»tng  Point  /term. 
Hall  (Charles  Henry)  TracU,  586,  »7. 
Hand  PaUnt,  696.  551. 
Hciser  Plot,  499,  508. 
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Hoorn'8  Hook  Farms,  604 ;  see  Index,  HoonCs  Book. 

Hunter  Tract,  504. 

Hopper  (YcUia)  Farm,  666. 

Jochem  Pieters*  Flat,  584  ;  sec  Index. 

'Judah  Plot;  eee  Index. 

Jinnel  Homestead,  512,  608, 615,  616. 

Lanaw  Beneon  Tract,  591. 

Lands,  Usts  and  Tables  of  the,  206,  8S2,  S80, 888, 884,  419,  450,  584, 605,  616^*619. 

Lawrence  Tract,  459, 471, 607. 

Mareton  Farm,  596. 

McGown  Farm,  186, 166,  470,  490. 

McGown  Place,  490,  510,  621,  614. 

Mill  Camp ;  eee  Index. 

MiUedoIer  Tracts,  689. 

}mall  tract,  471,  607. 


588,585. 
,614. 


,607,610,614. 

,494,588. 

r  Uland. 

2,  898,  415, 600,  616,  662,  587, 501,  607,  611,  618. 

),  428,  486. 


lO  407, 460,  608,  540,  644,  562,  568, 672,  614. 
'dand,  and  Ward's  Tdand. 
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*#*  For  SuldecU,  see  the  QKimuL  Coktehts.  This  Index  fi  eonfltted  to  Ndme$  chiefly, 
bnt  excludes  the  historii^  names  in  the  opening  chapters,  and,  generally,  those  of  onr  c()Io« 
nial  governors,  anihors  qooted,  etc.  Many  towns  and  places  referred  to  are  also  oniiued. 
These  excepted,  no  name  is  designedly  left  out ;  but  such  as  are  given  in  italics  ocorrintf 
very  often,  it  is  thought  best  to  omit  some  of  the  references,  but  not  to  the  exclneion  of  any 
pointing  to  their  lands,  unUsi  found  in  the  lists  indexed  nnder  the  word  Nawbs:  hence 
these  lists  should  be  consulted  for  the  proper  names  here  italicised.  One  reference  te  each 
Genealogy  (pp.  480  to  660)  has  been  deemed  sufficient,  Sncludiiig  all  repetitions  of  those 
names  occnrrhig  interchangeably  ;  all  ottiers  being  duly  indexed. 

When  »  star  fallows  a  reference,  consult  the  next  page  or  two ;  when  two  »;arf, 
examine  onward  to  the  next  reference. 

NoncB,  that  many  leferences  are  shortened,  thos:  105, 7, 10,  f6r  105, 107, 110. 


Abeel,  Stoffel-Jansen,  170. 

Abignon;  me  Bakgncfux,  ASR. 

Abrahams,  Cornells,  107. 

Aclcer,  Barcnt,  293,  !eS5. 

Ackerman^&59 ;  David,  106,  264,  SM,  659;— 

228,  278,  aw.  418, 461. 
Ackerson,  Anna,  222. 
Adams,  WilUam,  658. 
Adriacns,  Joost,  575  ;-S86s  587, 669,  608 ;  see 

Molenaor. 
Adrlance,  m ;  Isaac.  178,  251,  478,  685, 5»7, 

614;  John,  334,  496,  685*;  John  S.,  191, 

499. 
Ael,  Martin,  160, 161. 

Aertsen,  Huyck,  165, 184,  275 ;  William,  687. 
Ahquahung,  151 ;  see  Jhvnx. 
Aken,  Jan.  Tbonasz,  186,  578. 
Albody ;  »ee  Anderson. 
Albony,  Jane,  Martha,  572. 
Alburtas,  Peter  Omar,  139. 
Alderick,  Mary.  542. 
Aldrich.  Mr.,  m 
Ali?er,  Lena,  588. 
Allen,  Eliz.,  553 ;  John,  518. 
Ailener,  Abraham.  579. 
All  Saints'  Day,  214.  367,  316,  439. 
Alrichs,  Evert,  338,.  3t» ;  Jacob,  408. 
Alteras.  Jan  Claef>z,  147, 148. 
Aman,  Louisa,  489. 
Amerman,  Elbert,  579. 
Amory,  John,  595.      ' 
Anderson,  Andries,  etc.,  534 :  James,  57S; 

John  C.  Z.,  585;  Peter,  596,  William,  360. 
Andries,  Jannetie,  241. 
Andriesz,  Pieter,  151, 181 ;  Lucas,  486. 
Angel ;  see  Engel. 
Annepperah.  156, 163. 
Anthony,  Allard,  268. 899,  378  ;  Maria,  4t*. 
Appel,  Adrian,  604,  605,  606.        ^ 
Apihorpc,  Charles  Ward,  522.  >J  o'-i-  , 


Arch-Brook.  606. 

Archer,  John,  844«   70,  75**80,  9S,  99,   802, 

6««11, 17,  48,  57,  66*,  406,  »,  87,  44,  558; 

-487. 
Arden,  Jacobv&48, 611,  616. 
Arment,  Jannetie.  488. 
Amour,  Capt.  John,  625. 
Amands,  Madeleine,  227. 
Ash,  William,  5^8. 
Askew,  John,  286. 
Aspinwall.  Hannah. 518. 
Asson,  Margmretta  M.,  524. 
Astor.  John  Jacob,  506.  — 
Atwater,  407. 

Auboyneau,  John,  587. 602,  60a 
Andnbon,  John  J.,  608. 
Ayres,  see  Mfre». 

Baignoux,  John,  276,  8:8,  383,  888,  884,  306, 

410,  427,  428,  406. 
Bailey,  Benj.,  191 :  Ellas,  829 ;  Nath.,  478. 
Baker,  Hendrick,  288 ;  Br.  John,  606. 
Baldwin,  Simeon.  674. 
Banker,  Gerard,  605. 

Banks,  Alvah  C.^  BenJ.,  William  W.,  500. 
Banta,  l^ke,  etc.,  211,  18,  42,  888,  486,  554. 

sa 

Barberie,  Peter,  859. 

Barentsen,  Bmyn,  219,  262 ;  Simon,  184. 

Barheyt  —  461,  478,  508. 

Barker,  John,  2T7 :  Maria,  573. 

Burlow,  Bobert,  422. 

Barnes,  Phebe.  578 ;  Dorothy,  606. 

Barry,  John,  678. 

Bartelsen,  Gertrude,  561. 

Barton.  IKJah,  Boger,  308. 

Bas.  Gerrlt,  488. 

Basley,  Anthony,  548.  549. 

Bass,  Jeremiah.  465,  596  ;  506,  624. 

Basactt,  John,  882, 594 ;  Mary,  665. 
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Bntlaensen,  Hcndrick,  405  <  Metje,  485,  616 ; 

see  Corneti*  and  Kortriaht. 
Baton,  Rachel,  5:30 :  see  Button. 
BaadartiU8.  Rev.  William,  9(5, 179. 
Baadlus,  Rev.  Otho,  ICO. 
Bayard,  Baltus,  412 ;  Nich..  306,  310, 886,  848, 

Si&S,  800.  370,  418  ;  Petrus,  40i,  403. 
Beadle,  Dr.  £.  L.,  494. 
Beado,  Francois,  848,  840 ;  Me  Brtteau. 
Beardslee,  Bstbcr,  673. 
Beaver,  221 ;  see  OewafU. 
Bebout,  Jan.,663. 
Beck,  Hon.  Matthya,  107, 408. 
Becker.  John.  222. 
Bedlo,  Isaac,  818. 

Beeck,  Pieter  Com.,  ITS,  178. 184. 
Beeckman,  Jochem,  290  ;  Wllhelmas,  06, 172, 

176,   179,   188,  807^  809,  412,  663,  671. 
Beekman,  179,  »68  ;  James,  502,  608 ;  Lydla, 
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iserry,  uapt.  jonn,  aw. 

Bertholf.  Rev.  Gulllaem,  77,303, 442, 468, 557; 

JacobuH,  675.  561. 
BetU,  Benj.,  etc..  548;  WUliam,  286,  867. 
Bevier.  John,  575. 
Bcy»,  Rev.  Heiirlcus,  468,  459,  472. 
Bicker,  Jacob,  100 ;  Victor,  488;  —  5W. 
Bickley,  William,  427,  444. 
Bill,  Beiijamin,  573. 
Billlou,  Pierre.  203,  501. 
Bltmop,  Joshua,  478. 
Binset,  Andrew,  461. 
Blaau,  JurteAU,  etc.,  656 ;  William,  478. 
Black  HorHc*  Tavern,  521, 592. 
Blackwell.  Joseph,  608. 
BlackwelPH  Inland,  137,  142. 147,  252,  8i«. 
Blaeck,  Jacob  Jantten,  228,  660. 
Bla^^e.  Kdw..  etc.,  523,  6n,  GIO,  618,  618. 
Biam,  Mary,  670. 

Blanchan,  Matthien,  115*  161,  202,  SCS 
Blanck,  Juiiacn,  418. 
Blauvelt,  407,  537.  88,  42,  46,  63.  55.  80. 
Bleeckor,  Jan..  108,  409  ;  Anthony,  J.,  608. 
Bloemondac'l,  443. 
Bloodgood  Family,  562. 
Bloni,  Baron t  Januen,  142  :  Rev.  Herm.,  203. 
Bloom.  142  ;  Fred.,  etc,  577. 
Blot.  Pierre,  15. 
Boch,  281 :  Conrad  Hendricks,  281,  06,  900, 

11,  28.  39,  46,  52,54,  58,  68,  70,  72,  80, 83,  86, 

91,  557,  86;  Jan.  lleudrlcks,  278,  81,  800, 

16,  US,  72,  JM,  91.  406. 
Bodinc,  Jacques,  301. 
Boelen,  Isaac,  etc,  666. 


Boers,  C<mielias,  66Ql 

Bogaidns,  R«v.  £..  146. 156, 166, 170. 171. 

Bogari,  Albert,  77 ;  Vincent,  D.  L.  M .  680. 

Bqgert,  401 ;  JanLoitwe,  106, 17, 227, 86, 308, 
6*,  12,  15, 18,  «•,  27,  81,  40,  72,  75,  77,  406, 
8,  21,  87,  67,  64,  66,  78,  697,  606:  Pietei^ 
Jansen,  884,  86,  442*  ;  Teanis-Ojsberta, 
106,  807:— »6,  44,  406,  42,  02,  603,  35,  60, 
58*,  6^  fe*,  606. 

Boice,  Matthew,  524;  see  Bujft. 

Bokee.  Jerome,  117. 227  ;— 488,  484, 407. 

Bolt,  Frederick,  545. 

Bont,  Fred..  lUl.  141.  146, 149, 166, 164. 

Boon,  Matthys,  2U8. 286,  846,  666. 

Boone,  Jaunetle,  etc.,  160. 

Boor,  Aert ;  see  Airt  2^ier$  Byy$, 

Bordclo,  Jacques,  116. 

Bomstra,  Gertrude,  etc.,  1(0, 45,  60, 88. 

Bosch.  Hendrick ;  see  Msh. 

Boswell,  de  LUle,  808. 

Bonche,  Simon,  111. 

Bouchelle.  408. 

Boulen.  Marie,  111. 

Boudewyns,  Gillis,  260, 814, 8tt. 

Bowers,  Henry,  528. 

Bowne,  Samuel,  606. 

Boyle,  Robert,  666. 

Bradford,  Jacob,  580 ;  Wttllam,  60. 

Bradhurst,  Jona,  481 ;  Dr.  Samael,  615,  590^ 
607. 615.  ,^ 

Bradley.  Capt  Samnel,  4S8]n6 ;  Sunnel  Jr., 
etc,  504;  Capt.  Thomas,  280. 
I  Bradshaw,  Capt.  George,  172. 
•  Brady,  William,  101,  800, 617. 

Bra^w.  Maria,  677  ;  see  Brokaw. 

BraE6,  Tycho,  478. 

Braithwaite,  J.  B.,  16, 608. 

Brand,  Daniel,  677. 

Brasher,  Abraham,  etc.,  408^  516. 

Brasier,  Henry.  S51. 

Brazier,  Fraocif,  664 ;  Henry,  SOt. 

Bratt.  Derick,  566 ;  Storm,  2». 

Break  Neck  Hill.  201.  584. 

Breese,  Hend.,  850 ;  Maria,  501 ;  Me  BHet. 

Brefitede,  Elizabeth,  556. 

Breteau,  Francois,  872.  878, 868. 

Brett,  Eliz..  600 :  William,  etc.,  64L 

Brevoort.  404 ;  Jan.  HendridtM,  106,  888,  M*, 
89.  06,  415,  18,  27,  55*,  66,  66,  94,  586,  80«, 
03,  004,  6:  J.  Carson,  488,-461,  661. 

Brewster,  William,  80. 

Brickers,  Thomas,  800. 

Brics,  Hendrick  Volkertsen,  etc,  107. 

Briggs,  Mary,  580 ;  Walter,  400. 

Br<nckerhotr.  George,  173. 

Brinkerhoir,  Elbert  A.,  560;  Derick,  560. 

Britton,  William,  301. 

Brodhead,  Mary,  577  ;  Richard.  164. 

Brokaw,  Maria,  572  ;  Matilda,  5&i. 

Bronck.  Jonas,  102,  140.  150,  156,  156,  181, 
202,  800.  431*;  Peter,  150.. 

Bronckside,  190. 

Bronx,  Thf.  151.278,488. 

Broucard,  Bourgon,  599. 

Brouscard,  Saviat.  462. 

Bronwer,  Jacob,  220,  278. 

Brower,—  244, 890,  392,  540,  677. 

Brown,  John,  566,  597 ;  Joseph  O,,  860  : — 
478,500,511,578,580. 

Bnmdige.  Mary,  570. 

Briiyn,  499.  iilO,  537,  570. 

Bruynsen,  Hage,  120,  202,  280^418. 

Bryant,  Elizabeth,  660. 

Buckhoat.  Jan  ,  etc,  227;  Peter,  290. 

Bumtm,  Elizabeth,  578. 

Buien,  Alexander,  56). 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


INDEX. 


625 


Bnoschoten,  BHaa,  |M. 

Bonn,  Mary,  699.  • 

Barger,  3^  442,  461, 5S6. 

Bnrhans.  Barent,  l04. 

Bnnill,  Eb«nezer,  615. 

Baeh,  413 ;  Albert,  412.  418 ;  Hend.,  888, 410, 
411,  413,  419,  443,  546.  600. 

BassiDg,  497 ;  Abraham,  etc,  608  :  Aaron, 
S55^  $^  «^  MM  cMi*  aio  .  ^rent  Harmang, 
103,  28  K  82*,  87*,  44*, 

48«,  es  1,  9*,  16.  18,  21, 

88*.  M  98,  600,  «♦,  10 ; 

Peter, 

Bnya,  A<  302.  28*,  48,  808, 

29.  54?  *;  Job.  Pieter», 

107,  IS  I,  W,  810 ;— 890, 

fi06,  24,  05. 

Button,  Stephen,  120,  410^-800.  806. 

Bayten  Tnynen,  The,  2t7,  256,  883,  618. 

Byrne,  Bdward,  5621 

Byvanek,  Peter,  194. 

Callanan,  John,  15. 

Callow,  Stephen,  578. 

Cammega,  Hend.  Jansen,  890,  529, 568. 

Campbell,  Adolf  W..  685. 

Cannon,  Abraham,  98i ;  John,  518. 

Caplto,  Hattbyg,  289. 

Carbosie,  Gabriel,  827,  88.  40,  82,  420*,  87. 

Carleton,  SirDadley.  90,  91, 180. 

Carman,  Nicholas,  567. 

Carroll,  Jameit,  88:3. 514. 

Carstang.  Judith.  488. 

Carter,  Capt  Zebalon,  241. 

Carteret.  Sir  Geo.  etc.,  8,  800,  61,  62.  404 ; 

Capt.  Jame*,  7*.  16,  228, 860**  64,  80*.  84, 

88,  400,  8*,  18,  25.  42,  46,  666*,  93,  98,  600*  ; 

—  831,425,600,601. 
Careteus,  Claes.  161,  270,  805,  888,  404. 
Cary,wmiam,580. 
easier.  220  :  Jean,  228,  226 :  Philip.  82,  66, 

68,  76. 115,  202, 6. 10. 14*.  19,  20,  sS,  27,  87, 

46,  804.  681.  86.  87,  89,  90. 
Cator ;  sec  Keeter. 
Cavalier.  Peter  Gerard,  4ia 
Century  House,  538. 
Chalgnenx,  Pierre,  214. 
Chambers.  Thomas,  164. 
Chappell,  William.  646. 
Charduvoyne.  William,  549. 
Chartier,  Francis,  808. 
Chase,  Nelwn,  514. 
Chandronnier,  le,  120, 801. 
Chauncey.  Com.  I^aac,  884.  606. 
Chcfterman,  James,  191,  291.  619,  566. 
Child  Of  the  Singio^  Rock,  187. 
Christ iaeuB,  Barent.  261. 
Chri*teen,  Sarah,  578. 
Christie,  James.  892. 
Church.  190*,  96**  99,  246,  56,  68,  452**  69, 

60G. 
Church  Lane,  190. 248, 256,  268,  881. 
ClacsHcn,  261 :  Dirck,  202,  H,  6.  11, 16,  21,  22, 

28.  37,  44,  47,  60,  61,  .37:^  505.  81,  fi7,  90,  92  : 

Pieter,  828;   Sibout,  118,  62,  84,  275,  884  : 

Valentine,  244,  60,  66*,  TO,  310,  48,  401,  687, 

89  ;-172. 
Clark,  Gerard,  494  ;  Sam'l,  680 ;— 511,  549. 
Clay  pole,  Norton,  412. 
Clinton.  Gov.  George.  483, 581. 
Cloos,  Rachel,  112,  240,  327. 
Ck>pper.  Cornelis,  etc..  486:  Peter,  596. 
Clove  of  the  Kill,  1.^  282. 604. 
Clute,  Fred.,  330;  Fred.  N.,  etc.,  187. 
Coalc  Kill.  460. 
Cock,  Dr.  Thomas  P.,  674. 


Codringtoii,  Capt  Thomaf,  896, 412, 4t«,  566, 

606,  597;  Margaret,  896,  407*,  608.- 
Coe,  55. 

Coen,  Adrian  Dircksen,  848. 
Coenraet,  557  ;  see  Boek. 
Coenraets,  Fcmmetle,  281,  800,  848. 
Coerten,  Mcyndert,  202,  8,  7,  10,  14.  601. 
Coeymans,  Barent- Pieterz,  etc.,  481. 
Collin.  Ann.  416. 
Cogu.  Jan,  202.  8,  6, 10, 15,  28,  26,  87,  60,  64, 

«,  878,  97,  586,  88. 
Coin,  895. 

Cole,  Uenrr,  578  ;  Isaac,  654. 
Coleman,  John,  124. 
Coles,  John  B.,  286,  585. 
Colevelt,  Laurens  Jans,  802,  427,  666. 
Colfax,  Hon.  Schuyler,  505. 
Colthar,  Sarah,  566. 

Colve,  Gov.  Antb..  841.  48,  47,  49,  65,  480,  88. 
Colwell,  William  U..  482. 
Concklin.  Tobias,  47S. 
Congreve,  CapL  Charles,.  616 ;  see  450,  545, 

668.  584,  668, 610**  619. 
Conover,  George  S.,  590. 
Conraets,  Octavio,  564. 
Conseiller,  Jean  des,  275. 
Conaelyea,  John,  227, 228,  244, 492  ;  -687. 
Cool,  Jacob,  668.     • 
Cooper.  Cornelia,  680. 
Copstaff^ohn,  460. 
CordajE,  Henry,  679. 
Cornbury,  Gov.,  696. 
Come.  Capt.  Peter,  828,  611. 
Cornelis,   Ariaeutie,   282*;  Jenneke.   647; 

Laurens,  495 ;  Metje,  586*,  90*.  98,  600,  5*, 

14,  16*,  19  ;  see  Koritight, 
Cornelison,  Rev.  John,  2S5. 
Cornell,  Thomas,  161. 
Cornier.  Simeon,  115*,  828,  88, 45*,  62*,  66*, 

90,  686.  88,  94. 
Corsa,  Benjamin,  297. 
Corssen,  Teuni^  589,  549. 
Cortelyou,  Jaques,  251,  284,  440. 
Cortright ;  see  KortrighL 
Cossart,  orCo«art.Jacqne,  etc.,  227*. 
Cosse,  Jamea  A.,  679. 
Cottin.  Jean.  71,206. 
Courtright,  John,  298,  461, 496. 
Conssean,  Jacques,  SS,  111,  20S,  6,  11,  15,  21, 

26,  84,  .37.  46.  425,  686,  90,  94. 
Couwenhoveu,  John,  484  ;  Joh.,  497. 
Covert.  Hans,  599:— 537. 
Cowi>erthwflit,  John  K.,  191,  291,  488. 
Cox.    Dr.    Daniel.  465,  586:  Thomas.  618; 

William,  412.  428.  436,  449,  450,  694,  696. 
Crab  iKland.  310,  444,  612. 
Crannell,Rnbert,601. 
Crawford.  Ann,  564. 
Cray,  TfuniH.  etc..  110,  288,  816,  821,  582. 
Cregier,  Jacob,  .M9. 
Cressou,  401  :  Jaaue*,  196,  215,  21, 86,  62,  90, 

402.  5,  .539,  45.  686*,  89 ;  Pierre,  6,  56,  68. 

7).  76.  112,  194,  96.  227,  68.  827,  38,  91,  96, 

401,5,96.  58 1,  86,90. 
Crispel,  Antniue,  115,  202,  208. 
Crocheron.  Jenn,  801. 
Crollns,  William  J,  524. 
Crom,  280,  492 ;  tee  Krom,    } 
Cromartle,  John,  211. 
Cromelln,  or  Crommelin.  494,  528. 
Cronenberg,  Tryntie  Pieters,  244, 48. 
Cronk,  Margaret,  505. 
Cronkite,  184. 
Crook,  John,  164.  607. 

Cniger,  John,  409;  John  P.,  511 ;  Nlch.,  519. 
Crundall,  Thomas,  860. 
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Cniiter  {Crousen),  Oerrit,  801. 
Culver,  Jacob,  227,  228  ;  Sarah,  560. 
Ciirtenitift,  Rev.  Aiitonius,  572. 
Curtis,  Mehitable,  578. 
Cuyler,  Major  Heudrick,  409. 

Daill^,  Rev.  Pierre.  858,  876, 892. 

Daly,  PliUip.  498,  678. 

Dainen,  220,  222.  3SH.  492,  537. 

DanieU.  Annetic,  104,  565  ;  Johan,'307. 

Darby.  Capt.  Bernnrd,  672. 

Darvall,  William.  424*,  440,  567,  599. 

Davenport.  John,  558. 

Davldfon,  Joris,  179. 

Davis.  Peter,  572. 

Daws^on,  John,  507. 

Day,  Inaac,  504. 

Day'*  Tavern,  504,  607. 

Deaf  and  Dnmb  Institation,  615. 

DeuD,  Jo.'ifph  P.,  585. 

De  Baun,  christian,  etc.,  393. 

De  Beauvoifi,  Carcl,  306. 

Debcvoi8e,  Maria,  556. 

De  Booff.  Ilendricic,  etc.,  179, 244,  809. 

Declccr.  288,  280,  575,  678. 

De  Carteret  ;  nee  VnrUret. 

De  Chiney,  Su.>«ann-*'  ""* 

De  Clerk,  Dcrick.  fi  ry,  587. 

Deen,  Hans,  223,  2*^  ts  ? 

De  Forest.  36,  m,  4s  ♦lOl,  139**48,  571 : 

Oerurd,  85. 94*.  9«  46, 227. 575:  Henry 

85,  98*,  107,  39*,  ^  6*.  88*.  400,  502 : 

Henry  O.,  xiv,  57  ,  85,  98*,  101,  6,  7, 

39,  50,  67.  72,  83,  ,  70,  651*  :  Jesw. 

84*.  91*,  W,  99 ;  ■  15.  17,  18.  555.  50. 

De  Graaf,  (irave.  K\  ),  442.  92*,  564,  «. 

De  Oroot,  Adolph,  ;  —898,  484. 

De  Unistii*,  Elias,  52», 

De  Haert,  Jacobus,  172. 

De  Haes  ;  see  Ilms. 

De  Ilooge-",  Anthony,  575. 

Deitz,  John,  J.,  5:«. 

Do  Key,  Jacob  TeunIPE,  360.  655;  Capt 
Jacob,  437.  443, 444,  615. 600. 614  ;  Lucretla, 
179  ;  Teuni  j».  .308  :  Tlioma»,  698. 

De  Kleyn.  Hutrh  Harentii.  107.  553. 

Delafleld,  Henry,  William,  etc.,  382,  596. 

De  Itt  Grange,  Crispin,  elc,  86,  .•>.'«. 

Delamatcr,  500  :  Abraham,  218,  372,  88 ; 
aiaudt.  54,  73*,  109*.  223*.  26.  247,  66,  60, 
94,  328.  73,  79,  84.  95.  404,  5.  22,  42,  87.  89*, 
92*;  Hei«tcr,  450,  5i,  W.  67,  77,  Fee  J>u 
Jioh  ;  Inaac,  418,  22,  87,  56.  66  ;  John,  803, 
90,  95,  407,  16,  17,  64,  86,  88*,  94,  97,  606: 
John.  589,  615. 

De  I^  Monta^ne.  8ce  Monlanye. 

Do  Lanccv,  John,  561. 

Delanoy.lio,  179,  3(>:}.821. 

Delaplain.  Nich.,  249,  290.  401. 

Delavall.  Francos*.  .361,  4a3*,  425  ;  John,  424, 
45*.  66,  64.  5t>0*.  iKI,  601  ;  Margaret.  896  ; 
Thoinas,  228. :«,  40*.  47,  58**tt3,  71,  71,  310, 
W,  32,  .39,  43* ,  02,  73,  80*,  90,  418,  »4.  45, 
tw,  6«>7,  11,  13*. 

Deniarcft.  72.  211,  18.  392  :  David,  6,  13,  .52, 
W,  (iS,  71.  114.  17.  91,  227,  87.  45.  6().  .307, 
23,  26,  31.  73,  78,  79,  92,  .585*,  K9.  92  ;  /Mfid, 
Jr.,  .3^8.  52.  78,  79,  586, 88  ;  John.  1 14,  242, 
75.  i)6,  98.  32i».  28,  32,  38*,  581:  Samuel,  215, 
327,  38,  46.  68,  72.— 241,  560,  78. 

De  Meyer,  .^59:  Nich..  102,  19,  206*,  11,  32, 
47.  60,  88,  94.  359.  405,  585,  87,  89,  92. 

Deni.«<on,  Charlcn,  580. 

Denton,  Jolin,  571. 

De  Paep,  John.  3^. 

Depcw,  >Mch.,  227,  228,  290. 


De  Peyster,  Joh.,  179 ;  Jtmes  W,  598*;  Nlch^ 

{)08  •—448,  490 
De  Potter,  Corn.,  174, 177^  <88. 
De  Pre,  John,  74, 90$;  6,  H),  11, 13, 686,  90. 
Depny,  Francois,  801. 
De  Rasieres,  Isaac,  182,  64, 210. 11. 
Dc  Revere,  Sophia.  676. 
Dericksen,  Adam,  908,  6, 10. 16 J9 ;  Eliz.  14S. 
De  Riemer,  Ann.  550  ;  Iiwac,  etc.,  5711. 
Dermer,  Capt.  Thomas,  129. 
De  Ronde,  Rev.  Larobertos,  469. 
De  Ruine,  Jeanne,  2W ;  Simon,  78,  111,  201, 

6*,  10*,  14.  16.  21,  88.  V!5,  63,  74*;  98,  a«, 

82,  40.  90,  92*,  586,  80.  03. 
Des  Champti,  Isaac.  427*,  60,  69,  606. 
De  Sille,  Nica^lus,  666,  576. 
De  Vaux,  i»ee  De  Voe. 
De  Voe,  115,  890,  478 :  Fred.  869*,  T9,  84,  90, 

96,  405,  44,  00.  77*,  644*  :  MoPes,  297  :  Nicb. 

856,  71*,  80,  88*.  92.  460;  Thomas  F.,  87D, 

478;  — 461,504,  6,  42,  4a 
Devoor,  72,  460 ;  David  {D^i  Four\  72.  IH, 

202,  6. 10,  14*.  382.  4(7,  60,  586.  88  ;  D*vid. 

589,  98 ;  David,  524  ;  John.  297*, «96 ;  John, 

493.505*;  Tennis,  642. 
De  Vouw,  pce  Dt  Vo$. 
DeVrles,  Capt.  David,  181,  41.  40;  Derick, 

223,  26  ;  Capt.  Jan  Gerrltc,  108.  968,  80,  94, 

348.  419,  27,  682  ;  Capt.  Tlnii?,  208. 
De  Witt,  Johannes,  532.  84  ;  John,  986,  614; 

Simeon,  630;  -164, 186,  Wl,  989. 
Dey.  DIrck  Siecken.  anai*,  305. 
Deyo,  Elizabeth,  3U8. 
Dickey.  Robert.  615, 
Dickson,  David,  695. 
Dikeman,  John,  5e?4  ;  Bee  Dffckman. 
Dimanche,  Jean,  117. 
Dirckscn,  Evert,  297;  Jan.,  249*,  48.  890. 410, 

19 ;  —  119,  255,  57,  61,  76,  »48, 
DiHosway,  857  :  Mark,  6. 65,  68*.  71,  llOl  aOQt 

37,  67,  7«l,  78.  95,  802,  4,  7,  68.  67,  78,  409. 
Dobbs,  Walter,  500. 
Dolscn,  632 :  Tennis.  548,  60,  61 ;   see    Dt 

Vrie«  and  Van  Dalnn. 
Domincefi.  Hester.  801. 
Dominicuta,  Claertle,  241. 
Dongan  Patent,  The,  465 ;  referred  to  449, 

604. 
Donnington,  J.  WycklifTe,  577. 
Doremutt,  Johannei*,  560 ;  Thomas,  SflO. 
Doughty,  Rev.  Francis,  163 ;  3farj,  572. 
Douw,  AndrieB.  360. 
Downer,  Samuel,  574. 
Doxey,  Ralph.  312.  320. 
Drink  water,  Margaret.  442. 
Drieiug,  Rev.  Sumuel,  248.  299,  815,  423. 
Droogscheerder,  Jacob.  223, 926. 
Duane,  Anthony  Jamei»,  482. 
Du  Bois,  Rev.  GualiemH.  459;   Gnaltemii, 

485 :  Hosier,  110,  240.  204.  501 ;  Loni?,  115, 

203,  501 ;  Matthew,  164  ;  Pierre,  110. 
Dubui»»on,  Jean  Baptlste,  275,  880, 416. 
Dn  Clous,  Marie,  85. 
DulTi'ls,  141, 152. 
Du  Four,  David,  39  ;  see  DfToor. 
Dumont,  W^alleraud,  etc  .  3f'8,90, 99,  80. 
Dunkin,  Elizabeth,  etc.,  608. 
Du  Puirt ;  sec  Dtfttw  and  IMpuy. 
Durie,  John,  .392,  98. 402. 
Duryee,  Charles.  529,  80. 
Du  Sauchoy,  Anna,  227  ;  sec  Disotwof. 
Dutch  Reformed  Church ;  see  ChurtM. 
Du  Tolct.  Amout.  etc.,  227,  88,498,  57^. 
Du  Trleux,  Philip,  etc.,  571. 
Da  Tullierc,  Madeleine,  111,  246. 
Duurkoop,  Anna,  etc  ,  197,  ifi29. 
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Da  Voor,  Daniel.  801. 

Dayckinck,  Anna,  fm  ;  Etcrt,  207 ;  Oenurd, 

Dnyts.  Lanrene.  151,  803,  86  :  Jan.  903,  &1, 44, 
70,  86,  96,  586,  88 :  Hans,  370,  74. 

Dyckman,  505 :  Cornelis,  961,  581 ;  Genii, 
581.  610,  15;  l<*aac,  eta,  S96;  Jacob,  etc, 
888  ;  Jan,  106.  996,  893.  82.  86,  405,  11,  96, 
49,  97, 069*^03*,  600,6,  19;  Job..  478 ;  Made- 
letne.  854. 496*;  Wyntie,  888. 

Dyckman  and  Nagel.  888.  86«,  410.  51,  70. 
607«,  85,  605**9. 

Dyer,  Henry,  etc.,  579. 

Dykman,  John.  509. 504, 615. 

Sari,  Morris.  579. 

East  Greenwich,  Manor  of,  468. 

Eddy.  UJistes  D..  407. 

Bdmonde.  Ann.  580. 

Idsali.   Jannetien,  481;  John,   etc..   484; 

Samuel,  9()0, 69, 431,  88,  600  ;   Samuel.  578. 
Edwards,  Waiter,  574. 
Effberu,  Geertie,  560. 
£%hts.  Dr.  Jonathan,  etc.,  482. 
Elberte,  Metje,90l. 
Elderta.  Jacob,  909,  8, 10,  14, 19«.  99.  76,  400, 

586,88,90. 
Slli»,  Mary,  596. 

Slphinstoile,  George,  889, 83.  480, 504,  96. 
Bluevier.  Baron  W.  J,  C.  R..  14. 
El  Koe.  Jacques.  388«,  46,  68,  79.  T8,  99. 
Elsworth,  Capt.  Verdine,  etc.,  194,  941. 
ElUng,  Edward,  489 ;  WillUm.  918. 
Elyessen,  Bastiaen,  806, 496. 514. 
Enimaus.  152,  156.  158. 
Engel.  William,  49). 
Engelbert,  Jochem  ;  see  Van  Namen, 
Engelberts,  Eldert.  194. 
Erven,  What  constltnted  the,  6Q|S. 
Eshuysen^  Gerrit,  etc.,  413. 
Btherington.  Thomas,  899. 
Everts.  Alida,  848 ;  Cornelia  (Bofcert).  807. 

15,  491 ;  Cornelia  (Delamater),  508 ;  Dirck. 

809;  John,  961. 
Ewouts,  John,  449 ;  John.  517. 
Exceen.  Alexander,  650. 
Byrea,  Thoma«.  899. 

Fabricins.  Rev.  Jacobus,  889.  4^,  506. 

Fairley,  Hugh,  573. 

Family  Names,  74, 190. 

Fanwood,  615. 

Farmer.  Capt.  Jasper.  598.  609. 

Faviere,  Jame^*,  etc..  587.  609.  608. 

Fell,  Judge  John.  495,  518 ;  Simon,  495. 

Ferguson,  John,  546. 

Ferris,  Jonathan,  etc.,  490. 

Perry,  The.  189,  ««,  iW,  50,  60,  67.  78,  78,  79, 

83**86,  840, 65,  83,  401,  16,  551. 
Ferry  House,  191,  991. 
Farry  Rates,  968,  209.  985. 
Field,  Osgood.  14. 
Fine,  Frederick.  489. 
Finley,  Robert,  577. 
Fires,  Relating  to,  916, 806,  484,  438. 
First  Division ;  see  Kbt  to  Titles. 
Fisher.  Hester,  187. 
Fishing  Rock.  538. 
Flack,519. 

Flat,  The,  136. 188  ;  see  Montanyt'i  Flat. 
Flierboom,  504,  560  ;  see  VUerbwm. 
Fluyt,  Dirck  Bvertsen,  848. 
Follett,  Capt.  John,  810. 
Fontaine,  Vincent,  etc.,  801. 
Fonteyn,  The,  186,  901.  988,  411,  014. 
Forbes,  Alexander,  498. 


Fordham.  978, 84, 86.  98,  97,  807.  6,  9, 17,  19. 

48,  48. 49, 50,  57.  65.  67.  96.  487.  78, 577. 
Fort  Washington,  197,  444  608. 61 1. 
Foshay,  Eve.  576;  John,  559  ;  Mary,  556. 
Foakett.  Mary,  580. 
Foster,  Thomas,  161. 
Fountain,  Charles,  499 ;  Elijah,  680. 
Four  Divisions ;  see  Kbt  to  Titlks. 
Fonrth  Division ;  see  Kky  to  Titlbs. 
Fowler,  Rebecca.  540.  ■ 
Fox  Hall,  Manor  of,  164. 
Frances.  Jeanne,  111,  460. 
Franssen,  Bout.  ISO. 
Fredericks,  Christina.  458 :  see  BorU, 
Frelingbuysen,  Rev.  Tbeodorns,  460. 
Freshwater,  261,  805,  381, 486, 590. 
Fnlkerson.  Catharine,  679. 
Furman,  Gabriel.  584.  587. 

Gamble,  William,  577. 

Cancel,  John,  998. 

Giino,  Rev.  John,  868, 580 ;  Stephen.  107, 190. 

868. 
Gardenier.  Jacob,  etc..  559. 
Garrison.  Gilbert,  517. 
Gantier,  Daniel,  499 ;  Maria,  566. 
Gautro,  Xavier,  490. 
Gedney,  Eleazar,  546. 
Geneaa ;  see  Gano. 
Genung.  916 ;  see  Oumon. 
Gerlach,  Rev.  J.  H.,  15. 
Oerri'sen,  Barent,  537;  Derick,  161 ;  Floris, 

374  ;  Jacob,  546 ;  Lubbert,  909, 10, 11.  60,  66, 

81.  86.  800, 1,5,  84,  48.  59.  73,  489,  596,  40, 

84*,  88,  98  ;  Wouter.  Ill,  975,  95,  801,  89. 
Genoe,  Jean,  72,  111,  209*,  6,  10, 14*,  686, 9. 
Gewara,  Andrew,  578, 
Gibbs,  89a  849,  575. 
Gibson,  William,  5n. 
GifHng,  George,  578. 
Gilfonl,  WillUm,  161. 
Gilmore,  Sarah.  517. 
Gipsen  :  see  (Hbb*. 
Gloudie^s  Point,  340,  81.  448,  61,  606. 
Godwin,  Elizabeth,  565. 
Goetchins.  Aletta,  510. 
Golding,  William,  578. 
Goore,  Madeleine,  906. 
Gordon,  Charles  W,  530. 
Goovemenr,  Abraham,  495, 98.  46, 593, 98,  88. 

41.  85,  87,  99.  600.  1,  9.  3.  10 ;  Isaac,  505; 

Jacoba,  etc.,  609. 8 ;  Nich,  518. 
Govert,  Mortlen,  556. 
Goverts,  Maria,  .554. 
Oracle,  Archibald.  508. 
Gracie^s  Point,  384. 
Grand  Pre,  Pierre,  190.  976. 
Grant,  Ebenezer,  607. 
Grassett,  Augustus.  598. 
Gray,  Rev.  William,  KM  :  see  Cray. 
Great  Barenfs  Island.  149,  150,  961,  494,  485, 

46^599 
Great  Kill  (Harlem  River),  184, 186, 150,  151, 

163,  IM,  189. 
Great  Maize  Land,  166.  444, 59,  519, 16. 
Great  Meadow,  190.  948. 
Great  Way;  see  Church  lane. 
Greenleaf,  Dr.  John,  990. 
Gre<»nway,  Mary,  549. 
Greenwich  Village,  489. 
Gregory.  Dr.  Harvey  H.,  565. 
Grennell,  George  G.,  488. 
Grenzebach,  John  N..  500. 
Grim,  Peter,  5J6. 
Griswold,  Nathaniel,  884. 
Groot,  Simon,  186. 
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Goenon,  Jean,  110,  tl6, 975. 

Galon,  Jacqaes,  »0,  SOI ;  Lonis.  478,  54S. 

Onlick,  Jan,  S47. 48,  70;  Fernandas,  561 

Ourney,  John,  6w. 

Oysbertaen,  Fred.,  8S1, 879 ;  Woater,  66S. 

Haarlem,  in  Holland,  Itt,  198. 

Hadley,  Joseph,  S08,  588. 

Haes,  Jacob  Uerrito,  988, 401. 

Haff,  George,  etc.,  491 ;  Jacob,  498. 

Hage,  Brayn,  969. 

Hagel,  Jan  Gerritsen,  B85. 

Haeenaer,  Jererolas  Janaen,  944. 

HaTdron,  618 :  Henry  619,  18 ;  WllUam.  888. 

430, 56, 64.  87, 619, 18, 106. 
Hale,  Daniel,  511, 
Halenbeck,  Isaac  Caspars,  418^ 
Half-way  Hoom,  489, 609. 
Hall,  Charles  Uonry,  496, 666 ;  Balph,  49a 
Hallett,  William,  181. 
Hamilton,  Gen.  Alezandetr  607. 
Hammdl,  John,  S76. 
Hanel,  Juriaen,  999,  89,  85,  46,  g6r  461,  696, 

51,  86, 88,  93. 
Hansen,  Cath.,  999 ;  John  W.,  618 ;  Simon, 

142. 
Hardenberg,  ComeHa,  558. 
Hardenbroik,  Abel,  etc.,  597 ;  Sarah,  678* 
Hardewyn.  Martin,  804,  807,  858,  866. 
Harding.  Hans  Jucob»,  407,  558. 
Haring,  Dlrki(\  583 ;  Peter  J.,  409,  599. 
Harlem,  Tradition  as  to  its  Setttement,  181 ; 

Origin  of  the  Name,  198. 
Harlem  Canal,  501. 
Harlem  Commons,  473,474. 
Harlem  Lake,  901.614. 
Harlem  Lane,  138. 190, 198,  989, 896,  4S1,  699, 

614. 
Harmans,  A  rent:  see  Busting. 
Uamien»e,  Elbert.  409. 
Harriott,  Nathaniel.  573. 
Harrison.  George.  579 ;  Richard,  684,  87. 
Harsen,  Corn.,  396 ;  Jacob,  etc,  497,  60^. 
Hart,  Jonathan,  941. 
Hart  Island,  590. 
Harte,  Catharine,  679. 
Hasbrouck,  Peter,  998. 
Hatliom,  Femis  A.,  060. 
Hattero,  Dirck,  421 ;  see  Van  Batlem. 
Haviland,  BenJ.,  etc.,  V97  :  Bridget,  656. 
Hayes,  Jacob,  580 ;  see  Haet. 
Hazard,  Bbcnezer,  etc.,  MO. 
Heard,  James,  834. 
Hedding.  Thomas,  etc.,  497. 
Heddy,%iz..  993 :  John.  810, 16,  67. 
Hcdger,  Jopeph,  216. 
Hcer;  Meaning  of  the  Title,  950. 
Heermans,  Augustine.  556. 
Heertgers,  Pletertje.  961. 
Hcsenian,  Hend.,  569 ;  Jan,  161. 
Helly,  Ithamar,  616. 
Heiser,  Christopher,  191.  499. 
Hellakcr,  Effie.  556 :  William,  458,  67,  Sa 
Heilegat,  97,  \U*,  88,  69 ;  see  HtUgaU. 
Hellgate,  119,  29,  20O,  866,  70,  74,  416 ;  Bay  of, 

192.  266,  88,  812,  06,  406,  20,  91,  507. 
Helliker.  Jacob.  962,  529. 
Helling,  Hend,  etc.,  806;  Samnol,  898. 
Helmont,  Jan,  346. 
Henderson,  James,  469. 
Hendricks,  104, 168,  64,  955,  06,  880,  69,  404, 

81,82,530,54.57.    See^ocA. 
Hennion,  Ide.  566;  Nathaniel  P.,  560. 
Herring,  Cosyn.  etc.,  893. 
Herring  Klver  (Hackensack),  999. 
Heweti,  James,  506. 


Heyllger,  Col.  John,  616. 

Hickman,  Robart,  679. 

Hicks,  Hon.  Whitehead,  497. 

HighbridgOTille,  444. 

HUdretliTBenJamin,  599, 

Hill.  Richaid,  447. 

Hillebranda,  Peter,  917. 

HllUker ;  see  HMak^r  and  Bemker. 

HUls,  The,  969, 65. 89 :  Me  Mt.  Morris, 

Hine,  Abel.  505 ;  Patrick,  600. 

Hoafliand,  Mary,  560.    QeeHDogUmd, 

Hoede,  Anna,  496. 

Hoffman,  Martlnns,  488 ;  Murray,  969, 469. 

Holland,  Elizabeth,  566 ;  Thomas,  416. 

Hollls,  Robert,  820, 98, 98,  89, 46, 66,  60. 

Holmes,  George.  499,  561,  96 ;  €>badiah,  806 ; 

WiUlam.  «^  97, 60,  66, 66, 596, 606. 
Hoist.  Andries,  618. 
Honeywell,  Israel,  597. 
Hooghteeling,  WUIiam,  299. 
Hoogland,  5^ ;  Aeltle,  etc.,  684. 
Hook  ;  Meaning  of  Dotch  word,  6N. 
Hook,  Thomas,  596. 
Hoom*8  Hook,  119, 68, 72,  81,  84, 976, 79, 80, 

866,  78,  89*,  406.  10,  17*,  99,  96*,  89,  49,  51, 

60,  608,  40,  44,  57,  99.  94,  96,  606. 
Hop  Garden,  815,  894, 491. 
Hoppen,  Andiles,  481, 489, 466. 
Hopper.  489 ;  Andries,  etc,  600 ;  Henry  J., 

4«2;  Telil8,482,566.  - 

Hopper  House,  507. 
Horn,  John,  etc,  469. 
Horne,  Gnatavoa  A.,  961. 
Horton,  Dr.  Charies  H.,  666. 
Hnbbard,  Cant.  James,  987. 
Huckleberry  Islands,  880. 
Hnddo,  Andries,  1ia  44*  49«,  88, 699. 
Hudson,  Henry,  19. 191**199  ;-4S4, 576. 
Haling,  Francis,  669. 
Hull,  Mrs.  Jane  L.  De  Forest,  618. 
Hun,  Harman  Thomass,  481. 
Hunt,  Thomas,  489 ;  Tbomaa,  Jr.,  816,  54*, 

489*. 
Hunter,  Robert,  564. 
Hustis,  Solomon,  546. 
Huyberts,  Maria.  497. 
Hyatt,   Caleb.  888,  610,  688;    Jacob,  510 ; 

Thomas,  899. 

Ides,  Tennis,  444, 458 :  seo  Van  Bwpm.  J/' 
Indian  Names,  etc.,  196.  197,  181,  188,  194. 

138,  187,  188,  150,  151, 156.  866. 
Indians,  OT*.  192**29, 41, 48,  59**61,  T6**W, 

84,  94*,  222,  »!♦,  34*,  87*,  864*,  09,  TO,  78. 

92,  488,  70. 
Ingraham,  Daniel  P.,  191,  991,  589, 565 ;  Na- 

tbaaiel  G.,  589 ;  Samuel  D..  561. 566. 
Innis,  Rev,  Alex.,  etc.,  486  ;  Thoa.,  918,  487. 
Insane  Asylum,  448. 
Inwood,  609. 
Isaacs,  Abraham,  883. 
Isselsteyn.  Martin,  487 ;  see  Vctn  IsaeMeyn, 

Jackson,  Her.  John  F.,  450, 480 ;  Dr.Wm.  H^ 
480. 

Jaco.  pet  form  of  Jacques,  868, 488.  / 

Jacobsen,  107,  8,  !U6,  61,68,810,409,592.    v^ 

Jaersvelt,  Anna.  946.  551. 

James,  John  563,  588. 

Janeway,  William,  860. 

Jan  tho  Soldier ;  see  Jem  JHrekstn. 

Jans,  164,  65,  941,  62,  00,  338,  94,  461,  562,  68. 

Jansen,  164,  908 :  Cornells,  see  Kortrigki  ; 
Dirok,  262 ;  Dirck,  290 ;  Evert,  961 ;  Hend., 
266 ;  Hend.,  394 ;  Jan,  .388  ;  Lomrtw,  288, 
305*,  28*,  82,  CO,  79,  97, 4U*,  29,  86,  68%  67, 
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664*,  89, 9S,  e06, 8, 10 ;  MatthTB,  164,  06, 84, 
270,  am*,  87* ;  Metje,  516,  610,  tee  Miia^ 
CbmeiU iTeUiT,  tee  .Sto/;  Peter,  161,  66» 
275, 99  ;  Willem,  180;  Willem.  S88,  86. 
Janten-Aeriten  Patent,  164,   166,  166,  975, 

S99,  819,  888,  887,  888,  508. 
Jtrvit,  Nathaniel,  600. 
Jearlaent,  Jann^tle,  886. 
Jewel.  Rachel.  604. 

,  91,  905,  11,  15, 
40*,  44, 68,  57, 
,  46,  51*,  96,  98, 
«,  40*.  44*,  67. 
S. 
M,  006, 619. 

m,  47QL616,  17, 
,605;  SlrWiiL, 
610. 

Jonea.  569,  507. 

Jonet'  Woods  Farm.  606. 

Joria,  Barker.  900,  969,  880. 867, 489. 

Jonmeay,  aos.    bee  Joumee. 

Joumee,  ^leynard.  76. 115, 17.  297, 90,  806, 18, 
90*,  98, 89.  87, 45*,  68, 68,  68*  71, 416, 508*, 
57. 81,  84, 86,  89.  .J"^ 

Jndah  Plot,  190,  91,  915. 68,  66^  486,  547. 

Jamel,  Siephen.  609. 616. 

Jtircks,  Margaret,  660. 

Kalthoven,  Ed..  15. 

Karttens.  Hendrick,  106,  909*,  10, 14, 16,  19, 

91,  28.  25,  47.  56,  68,  66,  70,  80, 81,  800,  81, 

686,  40,  84. 86. 
Kaxkeek,  151. 
Keator :  see  Kteter. 
Keese  994. 

Keeter,  Mekhert  Claetz.,  180. 
Kellenaer.  Sarah,  869. 
Kelly,  John.  489 ;  Samuel,  607. 
Kent,  David,  568. 
Kenyon,  Jameti.  884,   608:   William,  608: 

William  B.,  884,608. 
Kermer,  Abraham,  944, 488. 
Ketchnm,  Edgar,  iii. 
Keteltas,  Arent  Everts,  997.800,408;  Evert 

Pieteraen,  107,  809. 
KIdd,  Capt.  William,  498, 696. 
Kiert,  294. 

Kieraen,  994, 512.    See  Ki€r  WolUn. 
Klersen,  Hendrick,  878.  94.  97.  806.  60*,  57, 

69.  86,  88,  91.  94.  410, 19;  John,  888.  88,469, 

519,  81.  89.  (i08, 10, 18  ;  Peter,  994,  548. 
Kiersted,  860,  408.  464, 509,  578. 
Kimmel,  John,  608. 
King,  Richard.  578 ;  Samnel.  580. 
King  Philip's  War.  864**70. 
Kiijgsbrldgo,  189,  888.  487,  561,  562. 
KIngsland,  Rachel,  578. 
Kinkachemeck,  French  Church  of,  868,  876, 


Kip,  Hev.  Frn.  M.,894;  Hend ,  168:  Isaac, 
168.  868*,  80,  88,  98*.  547;  Jacob,  175,  801, 
88,70,810.94,575;  Joh,  806;  Maria. 894, 
494,  58 ;  Rev.  Wm.  I.,  891  :-586,  56,  7!l. 

Kleyn  Jan,  418,  428 ;  see  Baignoux, 

Knapp,  Shepherd,  609:— 501. 

Knapton,  Capt.  Cteoar,  483. 

Kneeland,  Henry,  494. 

Knickerbacker,  Uarman,  409. 

Knox,  Thomas.  518. 

Knyf,  Capt.,  227. 

Koch,  Hendrick.  104. 

Kock,  Marritie,  554. 

Kockerthal,  Rev.  Joehna.  497. 

Kocknyt,  Jooat,  76, 116,  975,  279,  997. 


Kolver ;  tee  Cvlvtr. 

Konaande,  KoDgh,  186, 987,  986. 

Konlnck,  Hyman,  458. 

Ko 
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Kray  ;  see  CTviy.  . 

Krom,  Derick,  576  ;  WilHam,  680.    U 
Kayper,  Margaret,  Mary,  546. 
Kayter,  Jocbem  Pieteraen,  102,  18,  48**61, 

65. 67**85,  902,  884,  584. 
Kycknyt;  tee  BrtworU 
Kycknyt  Farm,  494. 

Labadie,  Rev.  Jean  de,  68, 408. 

Labadists,  876,  897,  576. 

Laborie,  Rev.  James,  877. 

Lacqneman,  Louis,  997. 

L' Admiral,  Madeleine.  890.  410. 

La  Fons,  John,  etc,  608, 608. 

Lakeman;  see  Xacoi/emcm. 

Lamb,  Col..  John,  494. 

Lamberts,  Conrad,  519:  Hend... 498;  Jaoob, 

161  ;  Thomas,  275.  79,  88,  99,  800. 
La  Montagne  ;  tee  MoHtanfe. 
Lancaster,  851,  258. 
Lancaster,  Lonise  de,  100,  990. 
LANl>S ;  see  Kkt  to  TiruBS, 
Lane,  Simon,  908,  218,  586. 
Langedyke.  John,  566. 
Langelaan,  Philip,  587. 
Langestraat,  Jan  Jansen,  806. 
Lan&an,  604. 
La  Koy ;  see  Dilanof. 
Lanyan.  John,  699. 
Laroe.  868 ;  see  JS'/  Boe. 
Larzelere,  Jacques.  801, 491. 
Last  Diviaion  ;  see  Kit  to  TiTLxa. 
Lathrop,  Elisabeth  D.,  Mary  C,  660. 
Lauran,  Andr6,  206. 
Laurent,  Mary,  860;  Magdalena,  889;  tee 

Lawrence  :  Hannah.  544  :  John.  412 :  John, 

610  ;  John,  595 ;  Thomas,  255 ;  William, 

697. 
Leake,  John.  488. 

Leake  and  Watts  Orphan  House,  443. 
Leary,  John.  496 ;  John,  595. 
Lechler,  Hiliebrant,  508  ;  see  Zotlsr. 
Le  Comte.  Jean,  866, 868. 869, 547. 
Le  Conseille  ;  see  Contdyta. 
Lecount,  Mosea,  860, 501 ;  pwLe  Comt4. 
Ledyard,  Isaac.  606. 
LeendorU,  Albert,  282,  238. 
Leeuw,  Philip,  580. 

Lefferts,  Abm.,  606 ;  Leffert,  etc.,  142, 556. 
Le  Fort,  Hester,  879. 
Lefoy,  Abraham,  679. 
Leg,  John,  509. 
Legget,  Gabriel,  415, 418. 
Leggett,  John,  609 ;  Susannah,  678. 
Lefsler,  Capt.  Jacob,  116,  984,  41,  44,  419,  95, 

58,  75,  77.  94.  99. 
Lemaire.  Robert,  6,  5^  106,  989,  68,  64,  880. 
Le  Maistre,  Claude.  109 ;   Name  corrupted, 

120 ;  tee  DtkunaUr. 
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Lent,  510, 511,  627,  661, 5«7. 

Leooiere,  Je/io^  19). 

Le  Koiix,  Charles,  179. 

Le  Roy,  Jacob.  598 ;  Jean,  71,  100,  903,  10, 

SO*,  64,  66,  90.  801*,  4,  58,  57,  71,  90.  404, 

60,  5M,  86*,  90**04 ;   Jooas,  £ifii ;  Marc, 

200. 
Le  Sueur :  see  Lozier. 
Letelier,  Jean,  54,  288,  401. 
Leureen,  Urbane,  180. 
Levericb,  Rev.  William,  330. 
Levines.  Loois,  510. 
Lewln,  John,  409,  4S8,  594. 
Lewis,  John,  890,  443,  84*,  508,  15*,  89,  41*, 

93.  603  ;  Jona?,  448.  515 ;  Tanneke,  578. 
Leydeckdr,  Ryck,  537. 
Lightboorn,  Benjtimin,  etr.,  489. 
Lindesay.  Lieut.  John,  510. 
Lines,  Orlando,  585. 
Lispehard,  Aletta,  179 ;  Leonard,  597. 
Liltle  Barent's  Island,  148,  98,  888,-  41,  60*, 

80,  885.  81,  404,  85,  81,  85,  508,  600,  8. 
LitUe  Hill,  The,  186,438. 
Little  John,  488. 

Litton,  Abram,  Hans.  Micbiel,  888,  86,  86. 
Livingston,  Henry  B.,  519  ;  Henry  O.,  608  ; 

John,  191,  834, 490,  538 ;  Peter  R.,  191,483, 

490  ;  Rober^  486,  Robert,  544. 
Lloyd,  Thomas,  447. 
Lock  (or  Ijokenius),  Rev.  Laoreus,  160. 
Lockman  ;  see  LaeQueman. 
Lodewycks.  Mafdaleoa,  111,  875*. 
Xondon,  Jobit  488. 
Long,  Capt.  William,  578. 
Long  Uiir  The,  542.  6fVt,  5, 11,  18. 
Looten,  Derick,  888,  658. 
Loper,  Capt.  Jacob,179. 
Lord,  Daniel,. 574 ;  Rev.  Jeremiah  8.,  459. 
Lorillard.  J.,(y41.. 
Lorlon,  James,  580. 
Losee,  Peter,  228. 
Loss,  Charles.  608,  615. 
Lott,  Peter.  588. 
Loaereer,  816. 
Lourcns  ;  see  DuyU, 
Louwo ;  see  Bogtrt. 
Loverldge,  William,  etc.,  880. 
Low,  803,  227,  519 ;  Abram,  318,  608 :  Albert, 

665,  89 ;  Cornelius,  Isaac,  etc.,  308 ;  John, 

608, 15 ;  Lawrence,  585,  89,  603, 15. 
Lowry,  Mary,  578. 
Lozier.  817  ;  Francois.  6,  55,  111.  208,  10, 17, 

486  ;  Jeanne,  111,  436 ;  Nich.,  843  ;— 537, 60. 
Lnbberts,  Derick,  £va,  etc.,  334,  48,  54,  496.  . 
Locas,  Biglsmund,  199, 803*,  6*,  10, 585,  89.  < 
Luslc,  Dr.  William  T.,  535. 
Lntin,  Walraven,  301,  501. 
Lnyck,  Egidins,  843. 
Lnyster,  Cornelius,  610 ;  Peter,  148. 
Lydecker,  484*,  587*,  543,  550. 
Lyman,  Lucy  S.,  573. 
Lyndon,  Capt.  Thomas,  300. 
Lyon,  Samuel  £.,  353. 

Mabie,  Caspar,  448, 581  ;-504. 
MacGregory,  M^jor  Patrick,  555. 
Mackintosh,  James.  57r. 
Magister,  Gerard,  856,  68, 78,  74,  84,  85,  90, 

91,  98,  4ia 
Maharry,  William,  540. 
Mahican-ittuck,  185. 
Mahlcans.  131, 157, 161. 
Ma^aart,  Meyndert,  308,  383. 
Man,  John,  488. 
Mandeville,  GUlls  Jansen  de.  Ill,  118,  383, 

488 ;  Rev.  G.  H.,  118, 459  ;-510,  506, 567. 


Manhattans.  The,  97»  Ul«  las'.  288. 

Mauhattanvllle,  IS,  185,  113,  607, 610. 

Manitto.98,128,187,14L 

MannepinKlH,  IM, 880; «89, 444. 

JUnning,  Capt,  John,  ^4.  78>  74,  76,  77. 

Maniiing^s  Islatid,  872, 485. 

Manny,  486. 

Mantanye,  William  J.,  579. 

Maquas  (Mohawks);  131,  887. 

MarekveH-steegie,  820, 377, 551, 60,  78, 7C    . 

Marcckaweek,  187, 160. 

Marias,  PfeCer  Jacobsen.  178, 418. 

lUrjett,  Anna,  416 ;  sec  MeHetL 

Marrhier,  Capt.  William,  191, 566^  618. 

Mar^chalk,  Joris,  503. 

Marselis,  Pieter,  107. 

Marsh,  John,  568. 

^farshall,  Edw„  418 :  KWz.,  STT ;  Mifry,  416. 

Marston,  John,  568 ;  John,  Nath.,  Tbos., 

597. 
Marston's  Creek,  888,  604. 
Marteliqg.  Abram,  990 ;  Barent,  etc.,  880, 
MartensTLeentle,  17?,  186. 
Martin,  Richard.  579. 
Martino,  Francois,  300,  SOL 
Martvu,  Jan,  338. 
Matthews.  Jacob,  855 :  James,  418^ 
Matthys,  rerry  negro.  868,  876. 
Mattbyssen,  John,  3S7, 88:  Laurens,  346:  K^ 

is,  180,  803*.  83,  85, 44, 47*,  54*,  57,  «!•,  «7, 

70,  74,  76,  800,  83, 581. 
Mattson,  Nils,  855. 

Maunaejl,  Gen^  John,  680, 606,  607«,  616. 
Maverick,  Peter  R.,  580. 
McCormick,  Daniel,  5f». 
McGown,  Andrew,  etc.,  490,  589:   Daafel, 

etc.,  461,  410,  606,  610 ;  S.  Benson,  490, 516^ 

576. 
McGown's  Paaa,  184,  288. 
Mcnwafne,  Dr.  Matthew,  Rev.  Joseph,  410. 
McKeel;seeJU^I^. 
Meals,  George,  380. 
Meester,  WlHera,  800,  19,  96. 
Meet,  Isaac,  565;  Maria,  398 ;  Peter,  4IL 
Megapolensis,  Rev.  Joh.,etc,  107, 848,  m. 
Meier,  Rev.  Hermanns,  665. 
Mekeel,  origin  of,  887,  297. 
Melboame,lK)9. 

Melyn,  Cornells,  168**178 ;  Isaac,  880. 
Menepas ;  see  Maimepie^. 
Mercein,  Thomas  R.,  468. 
Merlett.  Gideon,  837. 

Meserofe,  Jean,  etc,  888,  498,  494,  580,  506. 
Mesfer,  Peter,  575. 
Mespat  Kills,  194,  287, 890, 857. 
Messier,  Rev.  Abraham,  119. 
MesuroUe ;  see  MtieroU. 
Meteren,  Lydia,  107,  863. 
Metselacr,  Jan  Adams,  119, 
Mey,  Capt  Cornells,  130. 
Meyer.  Jan,  481 ;  Job..  359 ;  see  Myer. 
Meynderts,  Jan,  108, 113, 286, 560. 
Meyndert's  Fly,  803,  680,  557. 
Mtchaelius,  Rev.  Jonas,  181. 
MIchiels,  Baatiaen :  see  KorMifikL 
Michiels,  Reyer,  808,  50,  69,  88, 487, 42, 68. 
Middagh,  Acrt.  107  ;  Joris,  508. 
Mllbome,  Jacob,  etc,  435, 46. 68,  509, 60(1 
Mills  ;  Kingfbridge,  bfiS ;   MonUmy's  KUl, 

800,  1,  59,  60.  68,  63,  80,  86,  889,  81, 4M,  SB, 

86,  590,  91,  98;  Saw  XUt,  834,  SSI,  400,  8^ 

49 ;  Ward's  Iriand,  500. 
Mill  (Tamp,  363,  486.  489,  601,  603. 
Millcdoler,  Rov.  Philip,  488,  489, 569. 
Mlni8ink.838.98e. 
Mlnnahanonck,  187, 148. 
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MInne,  486.        : 

Mtnniealaiid,  607.    . 

Minthora,  506,  fi^EM. 

Mintonye,  SHkh,  John,  Joseph'^B.,  679. 

Moertje  DavidB*  Ply,  27^  811,  88, 85, 410,  11, 
13,  37,  43,  50,  70.  Ml,  604,  11,  14. 

Moertje  Davids'  Plantation,  272. 

Moesman<  Arent,  223,  26,  27,  86,  46,687,  90; 
Jacob.  236. 

Mohawkts  181, 225,  287. 

Moleoac^r,  580;  V 

Moll,  Lambert,  4 

Monroe,  Pres.  Jf  5. 

Montanye,  C21, 6  58, 

61, 64.  67,  71,  fl  9 ; 

Isaac,  297;  Isa  >r. 

Johannes,  53, 8  9t*, 

58, 66*,  50*,  64,  12, 

36,  807,  24*,  4a  19, 

94,  98,  201*.  8*  5*, 

54.  65*.  70,  76*.  12, 

14*,  18*,  21.  33'  la, 

140,  3ai :  Mari;  'er- 

mUye.  Kip ;  1  01, 

see  Van  Imbn  nt, 

186 ;  William,  i  90. 

Montanye  to  Stu 

Montanye  Farm 

Montanye's  Flat  B8, 

57,  59..404, 11,  99, 

602*,  7*,  13*.  II 

Montanye's  Kill, 

Montanye's  Polr  L 

Montanye's  Spring,  201. 

Montfort,  Peter,  500. 

Montgomery,  Mary,  550.    . 

Montras.  Pierre,  416. 

Monvielle,  Oabriel.  575. 

Moore,  Biazios,  543,  608  ;  John,  191 ;  John, 
578 ;  Thomas,  488. 

Moreen  Right,  what  lands  boro  the,  606. 

Moriacns,  Agnietie,  558. 

Morrell,  Uou.  Blisha,  191. 

Morris,  John,  155;  Col.  Lewis,  255, 63, 817, 97, 
401,  11**15,  29**34,  88*,  41,  44  ;  Judge 
Lewis,  262,  91,  817. 458*,  72.  623.  88 ;  Lewis 
O.,  444:  Capt.  Kichard,  262,  317.  89,  488  ; 
Col.  Roger.  514.  608. 15,  16. 

Morrisania,  161,  190. 191, 262. 

Morse.  Cornelia,  556. 

Mourisse,  Knoet,  267, 276. 

Moasnier,  orMonier:  %^  Montanye. 

Mt.  Morrii*.  136,  93.  280,  896, 471,  87*.  G14. 

MOUer,  Frederik,  14. 

Murray,  Elizabeth,  579 ;  John  R.,  6IG. 

Moscoota.  18t,  136. 138, 140. 

Muyden,  Michiel,  202*,  10*,  14,  17**22,  24, 
36*.  3;«,  586,  87. 

Mozelius,  Rev.  Frederick,  568. 

Myer,  525:  Abram.  461,  584*,  610,  14,  16; 
Abraham,  101,  586,  614 ;  Adolph,  108, 202, 
804,  31,  72,  79,  85,  420,  56.  58,  64.  66,  585*, 
88*,  92,  97.  604*,  7 ;  Adoiph,  334,  603,  14 ; 
Adolph,  591.  94 ;  Hcnd,  261  ;  Henry,  528, 
602 ;  Isaac,  585,  80  ;  Jacob,  614 ;  Jacobas, 
506  ;  Joh.,  338.  446, 582,  87.  99,  600*.  3,  10*, 
13*  ;  John,  587  ;  John,  607;  John  R.,  015 ; 
Maria,  304,  469,  588*,  600,  10*,  14,  16**19; 
Bamnel,  266. 

Nachtegaal,  804  ;  see  BosHgnol. 

Nagel,  685.  536  :  Baient,  104  ;  Barent,  682 ; 
.^n,278*,  98*,  303,  11,  .32,  86,  96.403, 58,  64, 
67.  84,  87,  90  ;  Sergt.  Jan,  635,  536 ;  John, 
610. 14, 16**19  ;  Tanneke,  104, 216, 855, 535  ; 
Wiilialn,487. 


NAm,  Lists  or  not  indexed,  266,  296,  808, 

820,  831,  822,  888, 845, 846,  858,  868,  872, 879, 
;  880, 889,  884,  »U  419,  450,  463,  457,  464, 581, 

684,  605,  616.  617,  618, 619. 
Names ;  see  Famuy  Names. 
NanQinck«,  Geertie,  156. 
Naugle :  see  Nagd. 
Neau,  Ellas,  830. 
Neering,  Jan  Wlllems,  850. 
Nesbitt ;  see  Nss»epoU. 
Nessepott,  Jasper,  353,  602. 
New  Amstel,  ill,  117,  228,  294. 
New  Amsterdam,  98, 101,  4, 11, 15, 18,  81, 83. 
New  Haedem  founded,  186 ;  why  so  named, 

192  -fortified,  422  ;  described,  sfeo.  97. 
New  Lots,  The,  888.  84,  417, 19,  42,  40*,  85, 

96,  96,  502*,  16,  29,  38*,  60*,  585,  606. 
Newman.  Abraham.  161. 
New  Nordwyck,  482. 
Newton,  Thomas,  600. 
New  York  Charter,  extract  from,  463 ;  its 

bearingon  the  Harlem  Patent,  469. 
Nexsen/filias,  565. 
Nicoll,  Edward,  etc..  860.  524. 
Nicolls,  Capt.  Matthias,  2U6, 803, 17,  21*,  433, 

40. 
Nicolte  Patent,  252,  271 ;  referred  to,  132, 

362,  448,  610. 
Nieuweuhuysen,  Do..  270,  31.\  53. 96, 4s&,  86. 
Nightingale,  Eliz.,  857 ;  see  RoeHgiwl. 
Night  Watch,  846,  367*. 
Nodiue.  Andrew,  478 ;  Catharine,  548. 
Nolrd,  William,  863*. 
Nootas,  276. 

Norman,  Arie,  etc.:  228,  226. 
Norman's  Bight.  571. 
Norris,  John,  516 ;  Elizabeth,  580. 
Nottingham,  Thomas,  etc.,  502. 
None,  Pierre,  117,  803, 830. 
Nutter,  Valentine,  etc.,  489.  616, 17,  92. 

Qakley,  Sarah,  511. 
Oaks.  Elizabeth,  567. 
Oblcnis,  74, 115, 117,  226,  C 

582,  611,  12,  13;  Jan.  6 

600,  16**19;   Joost,220 

227,56,60,71,806,22.31 

405*,  64*,  77,  586,  88*,  9( 

248 ;  see  MaHe  SammU ; 

97,311,7^,84.406.49.50, 

67,  582,  86,  80*.  97,  600, 

461. 
Odell.  Abtai.,  etc..  510 ;  Jacob.  461 ;  Jane, 

540 :  John,  207, 308 ;  John,  548 ;  Jona,  611, 

518. 
Ogden,  Swain,  560. 
Ogilvie,  Rev.  John,  597. 
oriviers,  Catrina,  etc.,  105,  805. 
O'Neale,  Hugh,  etc.,  )t7l. 
Oort,  John.  595. 
Osborne.  482.  438. 
Osterhout,  Catalina,  502. 
Ostrander.  Sophia  J.,  605. 
Ostrom,  John,  etc.,  548. 
Ostmm,  Jannetie,  242. 
Otterspoor,  The.  183,  186*,  141*,  146*,  150. 

155, 158. 166,  588. 
Ottosen,  Thomas,  223,  226. 
Ondewater,  Frans  Jacobs,  etc.,  407. 
Quiets,  Philip  J  ,8. 15. 
Out  Gardens,  247,  236,  873. 
Out  Ward  organized,  433. 
Cutwater,  Dr.  Thomas,  407. 

Pabor,  Martin,  Alex.,  Wm.  E.,  187. 
Page,  Mary,  ^.  ' 
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A8.416; 

551. 
25,468. 

Ine,  :09, 

8. 

sr,   115, 

B,   465; 
483. 


\ 


W5. 


8»,  S46, 


«r,  664. 


> :  Rev. 
Jacob, 


Pietersen,  Adolph,  418,  see  DeOroot ;  Hille- 

brand.  S17 ;  Jacob,  214 :   Jan.  sec  /Hot ; 

Jan,  878*,  558  ;  Jochem,  eee  KuyUr  ;  Job., 

226;  Nathaniel,  see  Htnnion. 
Pleler  Tnynler's  Pall  (or  Rnn),  3»7,  £07,  612. 
Pikes,  Jan,  etc.,  105, 119,  575. 
Pilgrim  Fathers,  89. 
PJnhome,  William.  409,  412,  422, 428. 
Pinnet,  James,  848. 
Plpon,7.  8,  15;  Eliis.,  404,  600;   Ellas,  517, 

m*,  87, 91, 602'' ;  James,  etc.,  602  ;  Philip, 

588,  85,  87,  600**8. 
Pipon-Gouvemenr  case,  473,  and  App,  I. 
Piatt,  Charies.  178. 
Plettenborg.  Bell  tie,  286. 
Poillon,  Jacques,  801. 
Polhemus,  Rev.  Job.,  299. 
Pootman,  Arent.  660. 
Popinga,  Thomas  Laurens,  1T9. 
Port  Morris,  272. 


Post,  486 ;  Dernite.  etc.,  688 :  Bliz^  604 ;  Oer- 
ardns,  616 ;  Hend,  487  ;  Martin,  etc.,  510*. 
Postmael,  Jan,  218.  486  ;  see  PoeL 
Pot-baker  Comer.  261. 
Potrean,  Daniel,  425. 
Powell,  Thomas,  566. 
Powelson,  Mary,  564. 
Praa,  Capt.  Peter,  680 ;  Pierr«,867. 
Prall,  Arend,  801. 
Presker,  William,  572, 607. 
Presto,  Philip,  202,  266*,  890.  587,  600. 
trime,  Rnfns,  564 ;  Nathaniel,  608. 
Prior,  Edward,  549. 
Prospect  Farm,  607. 

Provoost,  Cath..  170 ;  David,  506  ;  Jooa,.  488. 
Pnrdy,  Cornelius,  544. 

Quackenbos,  Adrian,  515,  661 :  see  next, 
Qnackenbush,  492,  503.  515, 550,  664. 
Quick,  Jacobus,  etc.,  496. 
Quiet  Dale,  140, 157 ;  see  Vredendal, 
Quit  Rent,  488, 448,  468. 

RadcliflT,  Elisabeth.  488. 

Ranachqua,  160, 151,  287. 

RandcU.  Jona.,  584 ;  Jona.,  Jr.,  667. 

Randeirs  Island,  142.  167,  608. 

Rankin,  John,  601,  508. 

RapeUe,  Rem,  etc.,  482,  488, 587,  664. 

Ray.John,  261.  588. 

Recha\»'anee,  186, 166*,  287,  810;  866. 

Reddenhaus,  Abel,  888. 

Redding,  Jeremiah,  009. 

Reformed  Church ;  see  Chvrch, 

Rembach,  Anna  Maria,  418. 

Remscn,  178, 525,  558. 

Renard,  Catallna,  228 ;  Marie,  246, 40,  408L 

Reyer ;  name  whence  derived,  897. 

Reyersen,  Adriaen,  178. 

Rhinelander,  William,  808. 

Richard,  Paul,  58,  299,  800,  8.  21,  88, 78,  7«, 

90,  412,  16,  519.  85,  86,  88,  89;  Paul,60t. 
Richards,  Cwt  Richard,  579. 
Richardson,  Maria.  504. 
Riker,   Anna-Catrlna,    627;    Edward,  585; 

Elizabeth,  587;  Henry,  468  ;  John  H.,  497; 

Richard,  882, 505 ;  Samuel,  zlv. 
Ritxema,  Rev.  Johannes,  450, 408. 
Roads  ;  see  Kbt  to  Titles. 
Robinson,  Rev.  John,  89*,  129 ;  John,  406, 8, 

9, 10. 12, 19,  28,  94. 
Rochelle,  Etienne :  see  Gano, 
Rockwood,  Chas.  G..  560. 
Rodenbnrs,  Lucas.  174, 1?7, 184. 
Roeger,  Johannes,  554. 
Roefofsen,  Pieter.  278,  90. 800,  1.  0,  18,  U, 

20,  88,  78,  588  ;  Wyntie,  261. 
Rogers,  William,  554. 
Ron,  Margaret,  577. 
Rombonts,  Francis,  418. 
Romer,  John.  486.  548,  561. 
Romeyn.  Gerbrecht,  560 ;  Rev.  Jer.,  469. 
Ronde  Oebergte,  186. 


Rondevleysberg,  61& 
Roome,  Agniette,  ~ 


Roof ,  Johannee,  etc.,  4$8. 
Rooea,  Albert  Efeymans.  280,  468,  519. 
Roosevelt,  Jacobus,  408;  James,  806;  Jo- 
hannes. 486 ;  Nich.  Martens,  etc.,  0?S. 
Rose,  Elisabeth,  558. 
Roeecrans,  Christina,  260. 
Ross,  Ralph.  482. 

RoesIgnoC  Elizabeth,  110, 257,  256. 
Ron.  Rev.  Louis,  606. 
Roubly,  Marie,  116. 
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Round  MeRdow  (Moortie  Davids*  Fly),  258, 
78:  (on  Sherman's  Creek),  487,  667,  604, 
S,18. 

Round  Meadow  Hill,  006,  018. 

Rousby,  Christopher,  605. 

Ruckle,  John  H.,  649. 

Rutgers,  107, 106,  488,  588,  565,  671 

Ruton,  BenJ.  R.,  550. 

Ryan  and  Radford*s  Hotel,  614. 

Ryck,  Jan  Com.  de,  906. 

Ryder,  Robert,  878, 388,  888,  885, 406. 

Ryer.  887,  897. 

Ryersen,  Anna,  77. 

Rynchont,  Jurien,  606, 588. 

Sacred  Heart,  Convent  of  the.  611. 

Saee,  Gardner,  550 ;  William  H.,560. 

SaTnsbury,  W.  Noel,  14,  98. 

Salisbury.  Capt.  Silvester,  172. 

Salyer,  Edward,  646. 

Sam,  Jacob.  668. 

Sammans,  John  Thomasz,  486;   see  San^ 

mon, 
Sammis,  Adrian,  840  ;  Marie,  115,  846,  948, 

589. 
Sammon,  Ajtfie,  566 ;  Jacob,  484. 
Sand  Bay,  607,  510,  618. 
Sandallan.  William,  568. 
Sanders,  Gertrude,  548. 
Sanders  and  Harmansc,  498. 
Sandford,  John,  575  ;  William,  890,  675. 
Sands,  John  B..  500 ;  Obadiah,  500. 
Sarley,  Anthony,  etc.,  57<i. 
Saw.kill,   831,   81,  882,  406,  10,  88,  86,  49, 

594. 
Sauwenarack,  884, 835. 
Saw  Mill  Creek ;  see  Sato-ktU. 
Saw  Mins,  868,  878  ;  see  MUis. 
Schaets,  Rev.  Gideon,  106*,  568«;  Dr.  Rey- 

nier,  481,  553. 
Schellnvne,  Dlrck,  177. 
SchencK,  Martin,  etc.,  178. 
Schepel,  contents  of  the,  881. 
Schepmoes,  Jan  Jansen,  etc.,  409. 
Scbermerhom,  888,  668,  597. 
Schieffelln,  Jacob,  618,  607. 
Schoonmaker,  Jan,  etc..  888, 885*,  860,  608 ; 

Rev.  Martinus,  etc.,  459,  580. 
Schoonrewocrd,  107,  106,  117,  881,406,  478; 

Jan  Louwo  van,  see  Bogtrt. 
Schorak&pok,  187. 
Schorakin,  136,  149, 1.50, 172. 
Schareman,  Fred.,  888 ;  Joh.,  558. 
Schut,  Jan.  587 ;  Phebe,  888,  587. 
Scott,  David,  483 ;  Geo.,  573 ;  Jo.  Morin,  588. 
Seaman,  BUiop  iS.,  519 ;  Edmund,  518  ;  Maria, 

576. 
Second  Division  ;  see  Key  to  Titlbs. 
See,  871,  576 ;  Isaac,  etc.,  856,  68*,  H,  86, 

560. 
Seely,  888. 

Selligh,  Thomas,  889. 
Selover,  Isaac,  496,  605. 
Selyns,  Rev.  Henry.  199.  845,  848,  488,  4B8, 

455,  458,  419,  L38,  676,  577. 
Sevenhoven,  John,  etc.,  506. 
Sewant,  158,  881, 81^ 
Shapter.  549. 

Sharp,  John,  806, 880,  881,  888. 
Shaw,  William,  568 
Sherman's  Creek,  165,  865,  873,  873,  897,  806, 

897,  444,  508*,  11,  618. 
Shotwell,  Abm.,  888, 406,  494 ;  John,  494. 
Shourd,  Luke,  480, 490. 
Shule,  604. 
Sibottteen,  Harck,  184. 
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,88. 
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,16*; 
77*; 
549. 

Jan, 


506. 


,70, 
85*, 
4,0. 


.81, 

Stagg,  Kllrjibeth,  660. 

sum,  Arent,  etc.,  166.  674. 

Staten  Island,  154*,  880,  88, 87,  88,  801,  3,  88, 

68*,  68,  71,  76  90,  97,  401,  501. 
Stavast,  Claes  Jansen,  481;  Jannetie,  827. 
Steel,  Ann,  484. 

Steenwyck,  Com.,  880,  841,  806,  848,  488. 
Stevens,  Jenne,  4Si8. 
Stevenson,  Stephanus.  587. 
Stetson's  Hotel,  490.  614. 
Stewart,  Jane,  497;  John,  808. 
Stiles,  Daniel,  558. 

Stille,  Com.  J.,  151,  888  ;  Jacob  C,  483. 
Stockholm.  Andrew,  595 ;  Andries,  587. 
Stoffelsen,  Jacob,  150. 
Stoll,  Jacob  Jansen,  481,  488. 
Stony  Island,  198,  878,  897,  411*,  415,  489** 

488,430. 
Stony  Point,  486, 4W ;  see  Stony  lOand. 
Storm,  806:  Abm.,  600;  Cath.,  856,  497,  99, 

600,  90  :  Dlrck,  106,  864,  806;  Gerrit,  388  ; 

Oresoris,  545 ;  Thomas,  888, 687. 
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Btont,  BenjJuAin,  5X8. 

Stoatenburgli,  Peter,  804,  878,  658  :  Tobias, 

458.457. 
St.  Paurs  (Catholic)  Church,  618. 
StrachoD,  Martha,  578. 
Straetsman,  Teuntie,  431. 
Stryker,  Peter,  505. 
Stuck;  see  Staeik. 
Sturt,  William,  881. 
Stuyvesant,  Pttras,  109.  74,  77,  85, 246*.  814, 

16,  97.  440,  48 ;  Nfch.  Wm.,  179.  806,  486. 
SwauDekins,  164, 160. 
Swart,  Jacob,  522. 
Swartwout,  Roelof,  468. 
Swits,  188;  Adrian,  148;  Claes,  146*,  164** 

157  ;  Com.,  148,  78,  80**86,  288*. 
Swynock,  Samuel,  4*24,  25,  46,  62,  699. 
Sypher,  J.  R,  229. 


\  220,  46,  76,  804. 

K  502  ;  Peter,  164. 
ry,  549. 
49. 

Helena,  564. 
aurentin.  502. 
,555;   Matthy8,464; 


Elizabeth,  624 : 
41.  82,  91,  600; 


264,869,547,676. 
)i562. 


cm.,  388,  39,  46,  68  ; 
;  Tobias,  101, 41, 46, 

40,  50,  64,  «P,  »4. 
Third  Division;  see  Kby  to  Titubs. 
Thomas,  Eng^eltie.  545. 
Thomasz,  Fred.,  432. 
Thompson,  B«rJ.  M.,  etc.,  580 ;  Horatio  W., 

500. 
Three  Lots ;  see  Key  to  Titles. 
Thurston,  Robert  I.,  494. 
Tibout ;  see  Tiebou'. 
Tiebkins,  Capt.  Jan,  101. 
Tiebout,  442  ;  AlbertUH,  492 

Marcus,  390,  442,  515,  17, 

Jan,  76,  270,  97,  441*,  53,  55*.  60,  601,  8, 42, 

82,  WX'j,  6 ;  Tenuis,  etc.,  5:M. 
Tieupont.  Cupt.  Adrian,  180. 
Tilba,  Antoine,  217. 
Tileman?,  Annetie.  421. 
Tillou.orTJlyou,  288. 
Tilly.  Anna,  483 :  Elizabeth,  498. 
Tincker,  Jnn,  301,  840. 
Tlppett,  (ieorge,  298.  316,  848,  867. 
Tipon,  Henry.  417,  538. 
Titlies,  145,  209,  221,  825,  326.  448. 
Tltsoort,  Maria,  402  ;  Teuntie,  578. 
Titus,  Syrach,  208. 
Tobacco,  99, 140,  41,  44*.  50*,  55,  200. 
Tobias,  Tennis.  182. 
Tom.  John.  595. 
Tomkins,  Cant.  John.  578. 
Tonncman,  Pieter,  207. 
Toumear,  643 :  Daniel.  6,  55,  69,  71 

94*,  202.  6,  8,  10*.  14*,  17,  21*,  26, 1 

37,  42,  45*,  60,  64**58.  60**71,  74* 

82,  87,  90,  98,  96*,  801,  3,  7,  9**18.  16**24; 

28*.  31%  68,  73,  78,  425.  29,  83,  42,  44,  05,  78, 

582,  84,  87,  89*,  94;  Daniel^  109,  290^  827*, 


109,  10, 

(9,81,84, 

78,  80, 


88.  45*,  97*,  64, 68*,  74*.  7^  7»*,  81;  84,  91. 
94**»8, 411*,  15, 18*,  22. 24*,  a9**88, 86, 88*, 
41,  58,  66*,  60. 64,  66*,  662,  92*,  97,  604,  5  ; 
Esther,  341,  426*  ;  Jacqueline.  854,  424,  50, 

67,  64,  67,  TT ;  Jacques,  297, 806,  8. 68,  426*, 

68,  67,  64, 682,  90*.  606*,  11,  16*.  19 ;  Made- 
lelne,  864,  426* ;  Thomas.  418,  26*,  44.  58, 
682,  84,  90,  97,  605 :  WoodhoU,  698, 610*. 

Towle,  Stevenson,  497. 

Town  Officers,  List  of,  561. 

Traditions,  18, 122. 181,  192,  408. 

Tremper,  Elizabeth,  66a 

Trinity  Church  Cemetery,  607. 

Trinity  Church  School,  461. 

Trommels,  Cornelia,  etc,  179. 

Truman.  Peter,  679. 

TrumbujI,  Hon.  J.  H.,  on  Indian  names,  198. 

Tubby  Hook.  606.  609,  618. 

Tucker,  Mansfield,  etc  ,  678. 

Tuder,  John,  424. 

Tullier,  Jean,  398. 

Tulp,  Dr.  Nicholas,  ICO. 

Turk,  Cornells,  244. 

Turner,  Cath.,  666 ;  Lawrence,  etc.,  646. 

Turnure;  see  Toumeur. 

Tnrtle  Bay.  147,  IM,  256, 400,  &M. 

Tnynier,  215, 881 ;  see  Creuon. 

Tyler,  William,  693. 

Ubregt,  Peter,  508.  618. 

Upbro*8  Hook ;  see  TVMy  Hook. 

Ustick,  Thomas,  580. 

Uzille,  David,  64, 116,  202,  6, 22,  87,  666,  89. 

Vail,  Phebe,  M9. 

Vale  of  Blessing,  149  ;  see  Z^gendal. 

Valentine,  81Q:  Imsc,  499;  Jacob,  3C8:  Jan, 

928  ;  Jane,  518;  Matthias,  610  ;  Smith,  686; 

-649. 
Van  Aemhem,  John,  488. 
Van  Alst,  Joris  S.,  496  ;  Joh.,  699. 
Van  Antwerp,  Jacobus,  4^. 
Van  Arsdale,  Dr.  Peter,  490,  691. 
Van  Arsdalen,  Simon  Jansen,  189. 
Van  Benren,  Hcnd.,  673. 
Van  Blarcom,  Hannah,  562 ;  Mary,  660. 
Van  Blarknm,  John,  482. 
Vnn  Bommel,  Jan  H.,  284  ;  Jerome,  457. 
Van  Borsum.  Egbert,  482* ;  Hemu,  281. 
Van  Boskerk,  Laurens  A..  148. 
Van  Bramer.  898,  461,  99,  689,  91,  98,  94. 
Van  Breemen's  honne,  691, 593, 
Van  Bremen  ;  see  Van  Bramer. 
Van  Brevoort ;  see  Brevoort. 
Van  Bnnschoten,  Grietie,  269. 
VanBuskirk,  Andries,  etc.,  808;   sec  Van 

Jioskerk. 
Van  Cortlandt,  Jacobns,  868.  486;  Olof  8., 

858* ;  Stcphanus,  886,  470;  Wm.  R.,  518. 
Van  Curler,  Arent,  158,  481 ;  Jacobns.  188*, 

36,  41,  44,  46,  48,  88.        . 
Van  Dalfsen,  Jan,  582.  —T 
Van  Dalsen,  Capt.  Jan  G.,  108,  10.  288, 450*, 

512,  82,  60 ;  Job..  546 ;  see  /Mmji. 
Van  Dam,  Richard,  179. 
Vandenbergh,  Cornells,  etc.,  568. 
Vanden  Bogert,  Helena,  492. 
Vandenbnrgh,  John,  etc.,  .505  ;  Rich.,  662. 
Vanderbeek,  Conrad.  461.  578;  Jane,  968. 
VandercUff,  Dirck,  286, 419. 
Vander  Donck,  Dr.  Adrian,  122, 168, 164,181, 

279,  286,  651 ;  sec  Yonker's  Land, 
Vander  Haan,  Derfek.  606. 
Vanderhoof,  Com.,  etp.,  504,  60, 68, 80. 
Vanderiinde,  Roelof,  898.  402. 
Vandermeulen,  John  Fransz,  482. 
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VftBder  Vyen.  Tneman,  4U. 
VanderepiegM,  Lawrence,  57S. 
Vanderetraaten,  111 :  see  Lod^utyeki. 
Vandcr  Vlo»  Hend.,  108*,  86,  W,  «17.  »•,  4«, 

800,9,  14,  16, 18,  SO.  23*.  88, 86*,  46,60,M», 

58,  68,  68.  72,  74*,  TB*,  87,  94,  40a*,  11.  18, 

41,  (»5.  82.  84 
Vander  Vlncht,  Sarah,  44S. 
Vandervoort,  Paulnt  M.,  141. 
Vanderwal,  Celitie,  819. 
Vander  Werken,  Oerrii,  etc.,  461. 
Van  Deosen,   Elizabeth,  484  ;   John,  808 ; 

Tryntle,  482. 
Vandevcnter,  Oertnidc.  889 ;  Maria.  442. 
Vandewater,  598;  BenJ.,  517,29,  98;  Bar- 
man, 604,  98,608;  Hend.,  4«l ;  Hend  ,  878  ; 

Jane,  484. 
Van  Drieeaon,  Bev.  Petms,  409. 
Van  Duersen,  Isaac,  685. 
Van  Dozer ;  see  Van  Deuten. 
Van  Dyck,  142, 56,  72, 246, 88.  806, 69, 421, 86. 
.  Van  Bmbargh  ;  see  Van  Imbrock, 
Van  Btten,  Arte,  889. 
Van  Evera,  Myndert  B.,  5S2. 
Van  Flaeabeelc,  Barent,  etc.,  578. 
Van  Gaasbeck.  William,  508. 
Van  Garden,  Marritie,  880. 
Van  Oelder,  Jacobne,  390. 
Van  Giesen,  Anna  Maria,  244. 
Van  Hansrhwont ;  see  LeferU. 
Van  Uarlingen,  Job.  M.,  etc., 469, 496,  602. 
Van  Uattem,  Christina,  690. 
Van  Heyniugen.  Claes,  294. 
Van  Hoesen,  Mary,  606:  Volckert,  481*. 
Van  Hooghtcn,  Frans  Jan  sen,  244. 
Van.Hoom,Com.,  etc.,  808:  Jorla,  288,828. 
Van  Horn,  John,  241, 484,  588, 668, 615. 
Van  Horne,  Anna  Maria,  179. 
Van  Honten,  161,  893,  587. 
Van  Hayse,  Eide,  497,  616,  522 ;  Tbennis 

Idens,  444,  458.  506,  521,  528. 
Van  Imbrocb,  Dr.  Gvabert,  ^  575 ;  Joh., 

827  ;  Rachel,  822,  225. 
Van  Imbnrgh,  Ellz.,  77 ;  aee  Van  Undroeh, 
Van  iMelsteyn,  Jan,  286, 461. 
Van  Iveren,  Martin,  696. 
Van  Kenren,  164 ;  aee  Matthm  Jan$en. 
Van  Keulen,  Coenraet,  118. 147, 148,  l.W.  158, 

166.  588:MaUhy8,  147  ;  Mattbya  Jansen. 

166;  sec  Matthys  Jamen. 
Van  Keulen's  Hook,  148,  66*.  86,  206*.  12*, 

16, 19*,  88,  56,  59*,  68,  96,  97,  802,  6,  82,  41, 

48;  52,  57,  59.  70,  78,  79*,  85.  89,  94*,  417*, 

26.  46,  61*,  70,  Si,  87, 94, 96, 98*.  5(K*,  7. 15*. 

18*,  24.  26,  28,  40,  44*,  47,  67,  62*,  66,  88, 

00:3.  6, 15. 
Van  Kleek,  Barent,  492. 
Van  Laer,  Adrian,  560 ;  Qerrit,  488. 
Van  Namen,  Jocliem  Engelbcrt,   888,  889, 

846 :  Samuel.  577. 
Van  Ness,  Evert,  505;  SUnon,  508;— 560, 

568. 
«-Van  Neat,  Peter,  286 ;— 565, 572. 
-Van  Norden.  Adam,  242 ;  Audrics,  883 ;  The- 

odoma  W.,  565. 
Van  Noort,  Gooeen  Jansen.  10(7. 
Van  Noetrand,  Maria,  80. 
Van  Obllnas,  etc.,  see  ObUnU, 
Van  Pelt,  Hend.,  421 ;  Thys,  682. 
Van  Patten,  Aert,  168, 184 ;  Jan,  168,  880. 
Van  Raasvelt,  Anna,  682 ;  Johan,  402. 
Van  Bavenstein,  Oerrlt,  etc.,  578. 
Van  Rensselaer.  Kilian,  101, 107,  568. 
Van  Rommen,  Tenntie,  442. 
Van  Roesnm ;  see  JJvyck  Aertten. 
\  Van  Ruy ven,  Com.,  W,  228, 829, 818, 857. 

i 


Van  Schaiek,  Adrian,  488,  482, 07TS ;  Gooaen, 
178 :  Hend.  Com..  402  ;  Ide,  688. 

Van  Scheyven,  Peter,  etc.,  668. 

Van  SchooDhoTen,  Margaret,  208. 

Van  Schnnenbnri^,  Jan.,  <  tc,  184. 

Van  Sise,  Hannah.  566 ;  WilllMD,  VH. 

Van  Slyck,  Cornells,  161. 

Van  Steenbuigh,  Margaret,  602. 

Van  Telckhnys,  Lambeit,  etc..  219. 

Van  Tlenhoven.  Com.,  147*,  68,  67, 60, 66, 
75,  586 ;  Dr.  Lncaa,  482, 518. 

Van  Tilbortr,  %H  :  Jacob,  462  :  Jan  Teonlsz., 
I  106, 223,  &,  48*,  47*,  56*,  61.  70,  78 ;  Job., 
288,  492 ;  Sanh  Tennis,  848. 

Van  Tright,  Dirck,  481*;  Gerrit,  894. 

Van  Valkenburgh,  John  K.,  502 ;  Lambert, 
888. 

Van  Varick,  John,  660. 

Van  Vechten,  Michael,  etc., 380. 

Van  Vleckeren,  Mary,  401 ;  Karinaa,  etc., 
619.502 

Van  Vleeck,  Capt.  Isaac,  179. 800,  547 ;  Tiel- 
man,  172. 

Van  Voorbees.  Jacobus,  clc,  660. 

Van  Voorst.  Hester.  577 ;  Jan  G.,  566. 

Van  Wart,  Isaac.  118. 

Van  Weert,  Marten,  118. 

Van  Westerhoiit,  Adrianus,  489, 526. 

Van  Wic.  HinidrJck,  588. 

Van  Winckel.  Hend..  616;  Jacob,  189,  241 ; 
Marritie.  218,  246,  898  ;  Tr>'ntie,  888. 

Van  Winkle,  Antle,  678 ;  see  Van  WindUl, 

Van  Woert.  108. 

Van  Woglum,  Capt.  Peter.  461. 

Van  Wyck,  Johannes,  515;  LateUa,  173; 
Pierre  C.  695. 

Van  Zandt.  Beroardas,  564 ;  John,  516. 

Varick,  Abraham.  77.- 

Veitch,  Andrew  D.,  580. 

Verbraggc,  Johannes,  807. 

Verdon,  Thomas.  182.575. 

Verdnyn,  Cornelius,  498, 578. 

Verken  Island,  M7, 168.  852,  872. 

Verlet,  Nicholas,  etc.,  672. 

Vermeillo ;  see  VermUye. 

Vermeule,  Adrian,  442,  468,  528,  562,  606 ; 
Rev.  CoraeliusC,  450. 

Veraallye,  68,  116*,  286*.  546 :  Abram.  828*, 
26  ;  Aeltie,  616**19 ;  Isaac,-' 116*,  288*,  20*, 
45*  54*,  64,  67,  70.  90,  96*,  822*,  28,  88, 
88,58.406,  562,  89;  Johannes,  116.  288, 
42.  63*.  70,  96*,  99,  802.  11*,  21*,  45,  U8, 
80,  88.  85*,  91,  404*,  10*.  15,  17*,  84.  87, 
38,  41,  48.  50,  58.  57.  64.  67,  583,  89.  605,  6, 
12;  John.  298  ;  Maria,  116,  822,  27,  46,  818, 
84.  91,  98,  419,  50,  57*. 

Veraoy.  Cornelius,  508. 

Verplanck.  Abram,  11.%  560:  Golian,  412: 
Gnlian  C,  587. 

Verren,  Rev.  Antoine.  877. 

Verschuur,  Michlel,  etc.,  288. 

Verveelen,  551  :  Anna,  105.  846 ;  Anna  M., 
890 ;  Daniel,  105.  288,  70,  424 ;  Hans.  105. 
805  ;  Hend.,  308;  Johannes,  108,  5, 19.  89, 
286,  86.  38,  41,  46,  60,  66*,  76*,  88**86,  95, 
881*,  .34,  48*.  65.  83.  87*.   406,  16,  22,  46. 

& 80k  78.  586,  88*.  97  ;  Johannea,  407. 
ey,  John,  560. 
Vlcle,  ComeH8,etc.,  506. 
Viervant.  Com..  817,  278.  808,  486. 
Village,  The  (Fort  George),  612. 
Vincent.  2»7, 425,  478, 648. 
Vinge,  Gnlian,  John,  536. 
Vlnnaegen,  John,  etc.,  668. 
Vis,  Jacob,  878. 
\1ierboom,  Mattbys,  etc.,  492. 
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679;  John, 
ttttilu,4a9; 

8,  9, 895. 


Westenreli.  808,  686, 588,  668. 
Westfall,  Nicholas,  575. 
Wwtgate,  Robert,  688._       ,     ^   . 
Westerhoat;  see  VanWutirhmA. 
Westin,  Martina,  246. 
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180. 

ant- 

600, 


6M; 

Woitere,"'Kier,  W8,  Tw,  978^  »6,  298, 904, 8081 
406.512,660,689.  ,^    ^      ^ 

Wood,  David,  965,  496,  600,  608;  Wm.  G., 
598 

Woodhull,  Ann,  496, 544. 

Woodraff,  8amnel,  574. 

Woodward,  Anna,  666;  Bebeoca  A.,  694. 

Wortendyk"  **98. 

Wortman .      .eer  tie,  579. 

Wrisht,  John,  570. 

Wyckofl,  Claes  Ck>melin,  180. 

Wynkoop,  Chr.,  509 ;  Com,  575 ;  Joh„  M2. 

Wyp,  Ciaes,  etc,  606. 

Yaten,  Charity,  5r7 ;  John  G.,  558.     _    ^ 
Yonker's  Land,  271,  979,  867;  aee  Ymd4T 

Young,  'eiI«.,  578 ;  Jacob,  889*,  410,  419, 

499^  497,  604, 606. 
YBM»lBtGyn,  Martin  C,  509. 

Zabriskie,  Christina,  667. 
Zeenw,  Com.  Janaen,  998. 
ZegendaK  149,  60,  55,  00, 67,  74,  77, 78,  86. 
Zenger,  Peter,  694. 
Zielle,  289. 

Zyperas,  Bev.  Michiel,  107*,  909,  906,  910*, 
SSO,  287,  881,  490,  686,  068,  609. 
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